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ANGOLA 


a. NGOs urge govt to apologise for war 
atrocities: Human rights activists in Angola, Jan 7, 
called on the government to follow the lead of former 
rebel group UNITA and apologise for its part in one 
of the longest and most violent conflicts in Africa. 


UNITA political affairs secretary Abilio Camalata told Radio 
National, Jan 6, that the ex-rebel movement had "conducted a 
war and shouldered the blame for many errors committed during 
the conflict, as deaths Occurred and nobody can repay a life ... 
it is in this context that UNITA comes before the people to ask 
for pardon", 


The apology made clear that UNITA’s armed struggle was 
propelled by a “political project" and “wasn’t one person's 
personal adventure". 


Three decades of war in Angola ended in February 2002. 


with the death of UNITA leader Jonas Savimbi. The conflict left 


“a million people dead and’ one-third of Angola's population 


displaced. Massive humanitarian needs have emerged as the 
international community gains access to areas previously under 
UNITA control. 


But while NGOs welcomed UNITA's apology, saying that it 
was a “remarkable step towards reconciliation”, there were 
concerns over the government's willingness to shoulder respon- 
sibility for its part in the conflict. 


"For years Angolans went through a collective madness. It 
is only right that those responsible for years of war claim 
responsibility for their actions. UNITA owes every Angolan this 
apology, but an apology such as this should have been done in 
a more formal way. Thousands of lives were Jost and it was not 
enough to apologise to people over the radio,“ Open Society 
country representative Rafael Marques told IRIN. 

[Background Info. Angola, page 913:a] 

b. Quito runway collapse blamed on former 
minister: Former Angolan minister of public works 
and urbanisation Antonio Henriques da Silva has 
been blamed for the premature deterioration of the 
Quito airport runway in central Bie province, it was 
reported, Jan 11. 


This is contained in a report from the commission appointed 
to find out the reasons behind the ruin of the runway. 
The results of the enquiry ordered by Angolan head of State, 


Jose Eduardo dos Santos, following the collapse of the runway 
‘just after it had been repaired, were submitted to the cabinet 


aa 
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council, Jan 10. A note from the cabinet council released at the 
end of its ordinary session stated that the enquiry commission 


blamed the technical errors behind the collapse of the Quito 
runway on the National Department for Public Infrastructures. 


The Quito airport was closed down in the last quarter of 
2002, just after it had been reinaugurated following repair works. 
Following that, Angolan head of State appointed a commission 
to find out the reason behind the premature deterioration of the 
runway. l 
l i (SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


BOTSWANA 


a. New US envoy promises more aid, trade: 
The newly appointed United States ambassador to 
Botswana, Joseph Huggins, has pledged to support 
the government in its fight against HIV/AIDS and 
promote trade and investment opportunities be- 


tween the two countries. 


Huggins recently served in Washington as executive director 
for the Bureau of African Affairs from 2000-2002. 


From 1993 to 1996, Huggins served as Counsellor for 
Administrative Affairs at the American Embassy in Amman, 
Jordan. His other overseas assignments included Moscow, 
Nairobi, Conakry and Lome. His previous Washington assign- 
menis included the Bureau of Refugee Programmes, the Bureau 
of Finance and Management Policy and the Bureau of Admini- 
stration. 


His appointment follows the departure of John Lange, who 
completed his term in 2002. The United States embassy in 
Gaborone said in a statement, Jan 6, that Huggin’s priority area 
is to expand co-operation in the fight against HIV/AIDS, promote 
trade and investment opportunities for US businesses and 
supporting environmental friendly ventures. 


During his stay in Botswana, ambassador Huggins will also 
serve as the secretary of state's special envoy to the Southern 
African Development Committee (SADC). 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


BURUNDI 


a. Thousands of Congolese flee to Burundi: 
A new wave of at least 8,500 Congolese refugees 
has arrived in Burundi following renewed fighting 
in South Kivu province in the east of the Demo- 
cratic Republic of the Congo, the UNHCR re- 
ported, Jan 7. 
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The latest conflict erupted on December 26, 2002, between 
the Mayi-Mayi traditional militia and the Rassemblement Congo- 
lais pour la Democratie-Goma (RCD-Goma) in rural areas of 
South Kivu. By December 31, the fighting had engulfed the 
strategic town of Uvira on the shores of Lake Tanganyika, 
sending thousands of refugees across the border, the office of 
UNHCR reported. 


It added that since December 26, UNHCR in Burundi had 
registered 7,386 refugees at a transit site in Rugombo in Cibitoke 
province, and 1,200 at another site in Gatumba, Bujumbura rural. 
Burundi already shelters at least 12,000 Congolese refugees 
who had fled an outbreak of hostilities between the two rebel 
groups in October 2002, UNHCR said. 


The latest fighting in South Kivu comes nearly three weeks 
after the signing of a power-sharing deal between the Kinshasa 
government, the main rebel groups and the DRC’s political 
opposition to end the four-year war and pave the way for 
elections in two years. 


"There are growing concerns that RCD-Goma, which controls 
much of the Kivu region and various border crossings in South 
Kivu, is preventing people from leaving the strife-torn area ie 
neighbouring Burundi," UNHCR reported. 


it added that Congolese refugees who had crossed the 
border had reported that the rebels were allowing only posses- 
sors of travel documents to leave South Kivu. Most of those 
fleeing to Burundi, the agency said, did not have such 
documents. They were, therefore, being “forced to cross the 
Rusizi river which separates eastern DRC from Burundi before 
dawn, when the checkpoints are unmanned". 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Burundi, page 926:a] 


CAMEROON 


a. President announces decentralisation: To 
complete the democratisation process that was 
ushered in by parliamentary and municipal elections 
in June 2002, Cameroonian President Paul Biya 
said his government would embark on a vast project 
of decentralisation. 


In a new year address to the nation Biya said: "We will thus 
be ensuring at the level of local communities a better participation 
of citizens in public affairs." 


He said that by participating directly in the daily management 
of the affairs of their communities, Cameroonians would better 
understand the purpose of the ongoing change in their society 
and would be more involved in it. 


According to Biya, the country’s economic recovery was 
being pursued with the implementation of a 3- year economic 
and financial programme. With regards to education and health, 
his government had been making considerable efforts in the 
past years with the support of donors and friendly countries so 
that majority of citizens could have access to them, he.said. 
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The government had also launched a “real crusade” against 
the HIV/AIDS scourge with assistance from leading medical 
experts in the field, Biya said, adding that the most effective 
therapies had already been made available to the majority of 
the patients. 


"The modernisation of our society was first of all that of our 
political system. It is admittedly already fairly well advanced,” 
Biya said. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. President rejects general amnesty for 
rebels: The President of the Central African 
Republic, Ange-Felix Patasse, has said there would 
be no general amnesty for rebel forces involved in 
recent insurgencies. 


"Yesterday (Jan 12) | met the magistrates, to whom | put 
the question of amnesty. For the judiciary, the provisions of the 
constitution should never be questioned. There will be no 
impunity," he said in a speech aired on state-owned Radio 
Centrafrique. 


A general amnesty for the May 2001 plotters (led by former 
President Andr Kolingba), and supporters of Gen Francois 
Bozize (the former army chief of staff}, who have been rebelling 
since November 2001, is one of the pre-conditions set out by 
both the internal opposition and those in exile for -a..national 
dialogue. 


Others include the withdrawal of all foreign troops from the 
country, the holding of the dialogue outside the CAR, the signing 
of a ceasefire, and the appointment of an international mediator. 


In his address, Patasse said that the dialogue would lead to 
recommendations, but those would not be binding. 


Analysts said that under those corditions, the dialogue would 
not reach its goal of reconciling the CAR people, as those who 
have been sentenced in absentia will be excluded, and its 
conclusions will not be automatically implemented. 


In a conflicting message, the coordinator of the National 
Dialogue, Paulin Pomodimo, said that those tried in absentia 
had been invited to the dialogue. A total of 600 people, including 
Kolingba, were sentenced in absentia in August 2002 in 
connection with the abortive May 28, 2001 coup attempt. 


[Background info. Central African Republic, page 914:a] 


b. Conduit for diamond smuggling: A "strong 
likelihood" exists that conflict diamonds from the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, and elsewhere, 
are being laundered through Central African Repub- 
lic, according to a coalition of African and Canadian 
NGOs, Partnership Africa Canada (PAC). 


In a new report entitled “Diamonds in the Central African 


Republic: Trading, Valuing and Laundering", issued, Jan 13, PAC 


revealed that significantly more diamonds were leaving the CAR 
each year than were produced there. 


January 1—14, 2003 


> Similarly, Belgian imports of diamonds declared as originat- 
ing in the CAR had surpassed official CAR exports by a factor 
of three over the past few years, PAC said. 


Jean-Pierre Bemba’s Movement de Liberation du Congo 
rebel group is singled out as a-likely participant in the trade. Two 
of the CAR’s diamond export companies had been linked to 
Bemba by reliable ‘sources investigating the diamond trade, the 
report said. 


The rebel leader had been able to finance his war against 
the government of President Joseph Kabila by controlling the 
sale of between one and three million dollars’ worth of diamonds 
per, month; it added. 


- While the CAR had a “reasonably: good" tracking system for 
iail mined diamonds, it was not being used, thereby rendering 
the country an attractive channel for diamond smugglers from 
other countries. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Central African Republic, page 770:a] 


-COMORO ISLANDS 


a. Government extradites mercenaries to 
France: The Comoros has begun the extradition to 
France of seven alleged. mercenaries accused of 
taking part in a botched coup attempt in December 
2001, news agencies reported, Jan 7. 


-»i«bhe first-of the-seven suspects was-extradited; Jan 4;-to face -| -+-+ 


trial, while the others will be escorted out of the Indian Ocean 
- archipelago in pairs, Jan 7, Jan 9 and Jan 10. | 


* On December 19, 2001, a group of 13 armed men, mainly 
French nationals, briefly seized control of the smallest Comoran 
island, Moheli, in an attempt to overthrow the then military regime 
of President Azali Assoumani. 


The men were, however, ambushed by Comoran soldiers 
who shot dead three of them, and residents of Moheli reportedly 
beat three others to death. The seven remaining men have been 
detained without trial in the capital Moroni since their capture. 


Police in the Comoros said after the coup bid that the men 
said they had been recruited by intermediaries acting for 
Comoran former interior minister Said Achim Achirafi, who lives 
in exile in France. . 

The. coup-prone archipelago recently decided on a power- 
sharing arrangement which gives greater autonomy to the three 
smaller islands in the Indian Ocean republic. 

e (SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info..Comoro Islands, page 412:a]- 


CONGO 
a. WFP needs 4,000 mt of food for displaced 


people: The UN World Food Programme (WFP) . 


said, Jan 14, that it urgently needed 4,000-mt of 
food to assist people. displaced by the current 
fighting in the Republic of Congo. 
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conflict area, and arrived in camps to seek safety and help. The 
influx of such people continues daily. 


if no donations are provided urgently, WFP fears that by 
March 2003, food rations will be reduced from the standard level 
of 2,167 kilocalories per person per day to 1,500 kilocalories. 
Further cuts will be imposed until all stocks are exhausted, at 
which point the programme will be suspended. 


“The living conditions of these people are very precarious," 
Sory Ouane, WFP's country director for the Republic of Congo, 
said. 


"They fied fighting bringing absolutely nothing with them. 
Their survival depends on the provision of relief food. We already 
have cases of malnutrition among children and elderly people. 
Their lives are at stake if we are ieee to suspend operations 
for lack of funds." 


[SOURCE: East African, Nairobi): 
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CONGO(DR) 


a. Court condemns 26 to death, acquits 45 in 
Kabila murder trial: The Military Order Court in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) capital, 
Kinshasa, sentenced 26 people to death, Jan 7, 
and acquitted another 45 accused of involvement 
in the assassination of President Laurent-Desire 
Kabila, who ruled:the country from i 1997 to 
January 2001. 


Those’ ‘condemned included Col Eddy TER Kabila’s 


former aide de camp. Kapend was identified as the ringleader 


of the killers. 


“However, the court acquitied-Fono Onokoko, the wife of 
Rashidi Mizele, Kabila’s bodyguard, who, prosecutors said, shot 
Kabila dead, January 16. 


Defence lawyers said they deplored the large number of 
death sentences from among the 135 accused, who have been 
standing trial over the past 10 months, and said they would strive 
to have the court's ruling overturned. 


“Under the oath lawyers -take in'this country, we no longer 
have the right to appeal- and to oppose [the ruling]," Franck 
Mulenda, Kapend’s lawyer, said. So, he added, the only. recourse 
left to the lawyers was to take “extraordinary action”. 


He said that under the circumstances the defence team might 


` have to petition the Supreme Court and even the nation’s current 


President, Joseph Kabila, son of the late. Kabila. 


in 
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"n any event, the normal [legal] procedure requires that 
executions are not carried out until all possible avenues for 
pardon are exhausted," Odia Kayembe, another of Kapend’s 
lawyers, said. 
[Background Info. Congo (DR), page 327:a] 

b. NGOs condemn execution of 15 death row 
prisoners: Human rights activists in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC) have condemned the 
execution of 15 people earlier sentenced to death, 
it was reported, Jan 13. 

Congolese human rights NGO La Voix des Sans Voix (VSV 
- Voice of the Voiceless), Jan 13, published a list of the 15 people, 
who had been sentenced to death for crimes including armed 
robbery and "association with criminal elements". 


"The execution of these people took place on the eve of the 
verdict in the trial of those accused of involvement in the 
assassination of [late DRC] President Laurent-Desire Kabila," 
VSV president Floribert Chebeya said, Jan 13. 


Chebeya has been in hiding for the past two weeks since 
organising a public rally to protest against the lifting of the 
moratorium on application of the death penalty. 


According to Chebeya, the 15 were among a group of about 
60 people who had been sentenced to death by the notorious 
Military Order Court, which oversaw the Kabila assassination 
trial. ; 


"The 15 people were taken from the Centre penitentiaire de 
reeducation de Kinshasa [CPRK] on January 6. Their heads 
were covered with hoods and they were put on a truck to the 
place of their execution, on the outskirts of Kinshasa," said 
Chebaya. 


"The day after the executions, inhabitants around the farm 
where the killings took place found arms protruding from a mass 
grave that had been poorly covered up," continued Chebaya, 
noting that his own researchers had visited the site. 


c. UN Rights Commissioner calls for imple- 
mentation of power-sharing deal: UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights Sergio Vieira de 
Melio has appealed for the speedy implementation 
of the power-sharing accord signed in the DRC, 
Dec 17, 2002. 


"My principal concern on this voyage is the putting into 
place of the accord," he said in the DRC capital, Kinshasa, 
Jan 14. 


Since his arrival De Mello has met DRC President Joseph 
Kabila, the head of the UN Mission in the DRC, armed forces 
representatives, human rights activists, students and politicians. 


"It is up to the Congolese people to involve themselves in 
the implementation of the accord," he said. "You, the people, 
also have the responsibility of putting pressure on the politicians 
to put it into place." 


Commenting on the sentencing to death of 30 people by a 
military court on January 7 for their involvement in the 
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assassination of former President Laurent-Desire Kabila, he 
said: "| told the President that due to the’ irregularities that 
blemished the legal proceedings, there should be a retrial.” 


De Mello added that the amnesty necessary for reconciliation 
in the country would not mean that impunity would be extended 
to those who had committed war crimes. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


DJIBOUTI 


a. Pro-presidential parties win poll: The pro- 
presidential coalition in Djibouti has taken all 65 
seats in the national assembly, following the 
country’s first full multi-party elections, according to 
official results. 


The announcement, reported by the Djibouti news agency, 
was made by the country’s interior minister, Abdulkader Doualeh 
Wais, Jan 11. 


Parties supporting President Omar Ismael Guelleh-—grouped 
under the Union pour la Majorite Presidentielle (QUMP)—won 
62.2 per cent of the votes, against 36.9 percent for the opposition 
in the country’s five districts. This included the northern district 
of Obock, considered an opposition stronghold. 


According to Djibouti’s electoral system, the party which wins 
the majority in a constituency is awarded all the assembly seats. 


In the capital, Djibouti-Ville, the opposition Union pour une 
Alternance Dmocratique (UAD) took 44.9 per cent of the votes, 
and the UMP 55 per cent. Opposition leader Ahmed Dini Ahmed 
- a former prime minister turned rebel leader - claimed there had 
been fraud and said he would appeal. 


According the Djibouti news agency, President Guelleh, Jan 
12, hailed the “political maturity” in the country which had 
enabled the polls to be held "in a peaceful atmosphere”. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


ERITREA 


a. UN Council seeks cooperation in border 
demarcation: Members of the Security Council, 
Jan 7, urged Ethiopia and Eritrea to extend 
cooperation to the United Nations mission and the 
independent ‘Boundary Commission to ensure 
smooth demarcation of the border between the two 
countries. 

Reading a statement to the press, the current council 
president, ambassador Jean-Marc de La Sablire of France, said 
the members urged the two sides to engage in discussions with 
the special representative of the Secretary-General, Legwaila 
Joseph Legwaila, to address any issues that might arise during 
the demarcation process in order to-reach agreement on their 
resolution. 


Council members also expressed concern about the likely 
shortfall in the Trust Fund for the Delimitation and Demarcation 
of the border once demarcation begins, and called on the 
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international community to contribute urgently to the fund in order 
to facilitate the conclusion of the demarcation process in 
accordance with the Boundary Commission's schedule, ambas- 
sador de La Sablire said. 


The staternent said members welcomed the release by 
Ethiopia of all remaining Eritrean prisoners of war in November 
2002, under the auspices of the International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC), as Eritrea did for the Ethiopian prisoners. 


"They called on both parties to resolve all other 
outstanding issues, including the establishment of a direct 
high-altitude air corridor between the two capitals,” the 
council president said. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 


ETHIOPIA 


a. 40 killed in tribal fighting: Tribal fighting is 
believed to have left as many as 40 people dead in 
recent clashes sparked by the severe drought in 
Ethiopia, humanitarian sources said, Jan 8. 


The clashes, which occurred near Fentale in eastern 
Ethiopia, broke out after Afar pastoralists moved into Kereyou 
territory to graze their animals. 


According to one local source, dozens of Kereyou tribesmen 
were killed in the fighting with armed Afar men. The clash, which 
took place in December 2002, is the latest in a series of violent 
outbreaks over the past few months. 


“Kereyou men were killed in the incident," a humanitarian 
source in the area said. "It was a fight over pasture on the border 
of Kereyou and Afar. 


The pressure of the drought has pushed the Afar into the 
Kereyou area, The Afar were much better armed and so the 
consequences were inevitabie." 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 


GAMBIA 


a. Al-Qaeda suspect nabbed: A Moroccan 
national suspected of being an Al-Qaeda operative, 
is in police’ custody in Banjul. 

The suspect, whose name was only given as Mubarak, was 
arrested in Farafenni Dec 30, 2002, by personnel of the interpol. 


Police sources said Mubarak was found in possession of a 
Gambian passport belonging to one Yaya Bojang. 


The Gambian passport was- reported to have been confis- 
cated and handed over to the Immigration Department. Sources 
said Mubarak has not disclosed his mission in The Gambia 
foliowing police interrogation and he has been deemed a security 
threat to the country. 


The police did not say whether Mubarak, who is being held 
incommunicado, would be immediately deported. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
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GHANA 


a. Child slaves set to return home: Some 
1,200 children sold into dangerous slave labour 
on fishing boats in Ghana could soon be freed to 
return to their families, an international agency 
said, Jan 8. 


The project to free them was launched two weeks ago with 
$350,000 funding from the United States. 


"The “slave masters" have pledged to release 58 boys, 
according to the International Organization for Migration(IOM). 


The children, aged 5 to 14 were forced to work long hours 
in the fisning industry on Lake Volta in central Ghana after their 
destitute families sold them to traffickers for $180 per child, the 
IOM said in a statement. 


"They start at dawn and work through late afternoon casting 
and drawing nets. They are fed, but never paid,” said IOM’s 
Ernest Taylor. 


“Sometimes the nets get stuck at the bottom of the lake and 
children have to dive to release them. Many have drowned”. 


Under the scheme, the families of the former slaves will 
receive a small amount of money to enable the children to return 
to schooi or start vocational training. 


(SOURCE: Statesman, Calcutta) 


GUINEA BISSAU 


a, Labour minister dismissed: President 
Kumba Yala, Jan 6, dismissed Guinea-Bissau’s 
minister for public administration and labour, 
Filomena Mascarenhas Tipote, but gave no reason 
for his move. 


She has been replaced by Yala’s political advisor, Tibna 
Sambe Na Wana, the Portuguese news agency LUSA said. 


Tipote had been foreign minister in the previous cabinet, 
which the President dissolved in mid-November 2002, along with 
parliament, accusing them of corruption and subversion respec- 
tively. 


Yala came to power in January 2000. Since then, the country 
has been wracked by crises, including a rebellion by members 
of the former military junta in November 2000, a coup attempt 
in December 2001 and the dismissal of several ministers in 2002. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


IVORY COAST 


a. Army denies killing civilians: The spokes- 
man of ivory Coast armed forces, Lt Co! Jules Yao 
Yao, denied, Jan 2, that the military had killed 
civilians in an attack on a rebel-held village in the 
centre of the country. 


The attack had been disclosed by Lt Col Ange-Antoine 
Leccia, spokesman of a French force that has been monitoring 
a October 17 ceasefire in the West African nation. 
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Leccia was quoted as saying by BBC, Radio France 
Internationale and AFP that French soldiers had found the bodies 
of 11 civilians who had died in the helicopter attack on Minankro, 
a village 100 km north of the capital, Yamassoukro. 


The death toll mounted to 12, Jan 2, when another victim of 
the attack died in hospital in the central town of Bouake, AFP 
reported. 


Minankro is 50 km north of the ceasefire line between 
government forces and Patriotic Movement of Cote d'ivoire 
(MPCI) rebels who control most of northern Ivory Coast. 


Yao Yao said that the military had not killed civilians. 


"We reacted to an attack by the rebels against our 
position in Gohitafla, another village in centraj Ivory Coast 
and this was not mentioned by anybody," Yao Yao said. 


"We carried out a number of operations to clear the area of 
ali rebels. So, as far as we are concerned, those killed were 
rebels, not civilians", Yao Yao added. 


(SOURCE: East Amcan, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Ivory Coast, page 928:a] 


KENYA 


a. Sacked Moi varsity staff protest: Over 200 
PE workers from Moi University, Jan 12, 
protested non-payment of their terminal dues and 
appealed to the government to intervene. 


The retrenchees said since their lay-off early in 2002, they 
had not received any money despite numerous pleas to the 
previous government. 


Led by their chairman, John Mutoro, secretary, Peter Langat, 
and treasurer, Doris Achieng, the retrenchees said they had 
suffered because of reluctance by the government to pay them. 


"Some of us can not get jobs elsewhere after we were 
retrenched and it would have been fair if the government at least 
paid us so we could start businesses," they said. 


Addressing a news conference in Eldoret, the retrenchees 
asked the new government to investigate the manner in which 
workers in public universities are being retrenched. 


"We feel the guidelines used to have us retrenched were not 
genuine and are questionable," they claimed. 


Mutoro alleged that in 2002,, the Moi University administra- 
tion employed some 267 employees. 


b. 26 Mungiki adherents surrender to police: 
Twenty-six self confessed members of the outlawed 
Mungiki outfit have surrendered to the police in the 
Ol-Moran division of Laikipia district, it was reported, 
Jan 13. 


The 18 men and eight women opteg to surrender to avoid 
arrest as the crackdown on members of the sect continues in 
the district. The government has ordered for a national 
crackdown on the sect members following the orgy killings they 
unleashed on Nakuru residents, leaving more than 20 people 


dead, Consequently, the government.has announced a blanket 
amnesty for those Mungiki members wimg: to surrender saying 
they will not be prosecuted. 


Laikipia Officer commanding Police Division (OCPD) Daniel 


Musau said that another 62 suspected Mungiki adherents have 


been arrested in the district in the last five:days. 


He said the members who surrendered had first sent 
emissaries to the police asking to be pardoned. Those who 
owned up did not have any weapons. 


The crackdown on Mungiki suspects in the District started 
when Rift Valley Provincial Commissioner Peter Raburu ordered 
police to shoot any suspected member of the sect who resists 
arrest. 


Laikipia is believed to be the headquarters of the traditional 
quasi-religious movement. — 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


LIBERIA 


a. About 1,000 demonstrate against ‘US © 
policy’: A Liberian government-backed demon- 
stration against what it called ‘United States gov- 
ernment’s policy towards Liberia’ took place, Jan 
10, in Monrovia, by nearly 1000 loyalists from the 
war-ravaged Bomi county some 35 km west of 
Monrovia. 


The march, marked -by- a- low-turn-out,- comprised, mainly 
women and the elderly supporters of the ruling National Patriotic - 
Party (NPP) and some internally displaced persons from various , 
iDP centers around Monrovia, 


They gathered at the Antoinette Tubman stadium in down 
town Monrovia, displayed banners which read "America, We are 
Your Children. Stop the Terrorist War Against us" as they 
marched along with freedom songs played by the armed forces 
of Liberia’s marching band. 


In a statement read by Bomi County superintendent Alfred 
Boima Anderson Jr. and was expected to be presented to both: 
the Liberian and US governments, the Bomi citizens called. for 
the intervention of the US in the ongoing conflict between LURD 
and government in the northwestern part of the country. 


“America must help us now as the British did in neigbouring 
Sierra Leone and what the French are presently doing now in 
ivory Coast," the statement read in part. 


Organizers of the march in a statement broadcast on the 
state-owned Liberia Broadcasting System, Jan 9, said there 
would be more of such demonstrations if the US government 
does not change its policy towards Liberia. 


b. Journalist tortured, says US envoy: United 
States Ambassador John William Blaney has dis- 
closed that journalist Hassan Bility was tortured 
during his incarceration. 


Ambassador Blaney made the disclosure about the torture 
of journalist Bility, Jan 2, during his monthly news conference at 
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the embassy’s public affairs Office. He however did not give 
details of the torture. He explained that his government sought 
the release of Bility because he had been held in prison for 
many months without ever having been charged with any crime. 


Ambassador Blaney said his government assessed the 
removal of Hassan Bility’s case from the civilian system and the 
denial of due process as very worrisome for the future of the 
rule of law in Liberia. 


" We wanted to provide the opportunity for the government 
and the judicial system to turn a page, and thereby strengthen 
systematically the rule of law and due process in Liberia," Blaney 
said. 


"Please note that our reasons for doing these things do not 
revolve around whether we thought Bility was or was not guilty 
of any crime," the ambassador said and pointed out that "an 
honest and competent civilian court should have judged that 
question, not any individual or official." 


Bianey said the US embassy was prompted to request the 
release of Bility when it became clear... "that the judicial system 
had been shredded by the Bility case," and that he was being 
tortured. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Liberia, page 918:a} 


LIBYA 


a~ Tripoli to dump‘farms deal: As the US$360 
million fuel deal between Libya and Zimbabwe 
remains on the brink of collapse, the Libyans are 
now keen to relinquish control over farms mort- 
meri the arrangement, Independent reported, 
an 10. 


Government sources said the Libyans were no longer 
interested in a block of six farms around Chinhoyi in Mashon- 
aland West which they were given on a 22-year lease. 


The farms were officially ceded to the North Africans as part 
of the state properties - which included equities in fuel, tourism, 
construction and agriculture - surrendered during the fuel deal 
negotiations. 


"The Libyans no longer want the land because of political 
uncertainties," a source said. "They now want to withdraw and 
are demanding an amount equivalent to the market value of 
those farms." 


The consolidated farms are valued at US$12,5 million. Libyan 
leader Muammar Gaddafi visited the block in July 2001 when 
he travelled to Zimbabwe by road from Lusaka, where he had 
attended the Organisation of African Unity summit. Currently the 
land is under the management of Libyans who have bought three 
houses at Mazvikadei holiday resort near Banket where they are 
staying. 


The Libyans, who are now demanding cash-on-delivery for 
fuel, were said to have been angered by government's failure to 
honour parts of the deal. Libya’s Tamoil Trading Ltd, which until 
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recently supplied 70 per cent of Zimbabwe's fuel needs, had 
initially agreed to supply fuel with government paying -in local 
currency. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Libya, page 894:a] 


MAURITIUS 


a. Trade pact with Kenya: Kenya has signed 
an agreement with Mauritius to bolster trade 
between the two countries, which currently stands 
at Sh250 million a year, it was reported, Jan 14. 


The pact was signed, Jan 13, by trade and industry minister 
Mukhisa Kituyi and his Mauritius counterpart, J Cuttaree. 


Kituyi, currently in the Mauritius capital Port Louis 
heading the Kenya delegation to the US-Africa Trade and 
Economic Co-operation Forum, said the pact would improve 
“the value of commercial contacts between the two countries 
and provide a framework for solving trade impediments 
should they arise." 


The African Growth and Opportunity Act (Agoa) is the main 
issue at the forum. It would also enable the two states to discuss 
and take a commori stand in international and regional trade 
negotiations under the World Trade Organisation, the Comesa 
or the African Caribbean Pacific/European Union partnership, 
and tackle the non-tariff barrier problems. 


A ministry statement said Kituyi called for the immediate 
establishment of a joint economic commission and business 
council to implement the agreement. Kenya bought Sh151 million 
worth of goods from the Indian Ocean island, while its exports 
to Kenya amounted to just Sh100 million in 2001. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


MOROCCO 


a. UN envoy arrives in Morocco to resolve 
Saharawi dispute: The UN envoy for Western 
sahara, James Baker Ill, arrived in Morocco, Jan 
14, on a three-day visit in a bid to revive conflict 
in that region. 


The Moroccan news agency (MAP), Jan 14, quoted the 
Moroccan foreign affairs and cooperation minister Mohamed 
Benaissa as saying the government would study "in a construc- 
tive spirit" the proposals made by Baker. 


Benaissa told journalists that Baker had presented to the 
government a draft proposal within the mission entrusted to him 
by the UN Security Council in accordance with a resolution 
passed in July 2002, and aimed at finding a political solution 
to the issue. 


“Morocco emphasises its full readiness to cooperate with the 
United Nations and renews attachment to international legality 
within the respect of the kingdom’s national sovereignty and 
territorial integrity," Benaissa said. 
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Baker, a former US secretary of state, is expected to hold 
talks from Jan 14 to Jan 17 with officials in Morocco Algeria, 
Western Sahara and Mauritania, and leaders of the Polisario 
Front. 


The UN said in a press release on January 6 that Baker 
would present and lobby in favour of a UN proposal for a political 
solution to the conflict as requested by Security Council 
Resolution 1429 of July 30, 2002. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Morocco, page 833:a] 


NIGERIA 


a. Obasanjo signs amended electoral Bill: 
- President Olusegun Obasanjo, Jan 10, signed into 
law the 2003 Electoral Act as amended by the 
National Assembly. 

The new electoral law which reduces the deadline for the 
submission of names of contestants to the various elective 
political offices to the Independent National Electoral Commis- 
sion (INEC) from 90 to 60 days, was first amended, Jan 10, by 
the National Assembly. 


The amendment represents a harmonised position between 
the two chambers of the National Assembly. The House of 
Representatives had recently amended the Electcral Act, 
providing for 45 days within which parties were expected to make 
the submissions to INEC. 


Under the provisions of the 2002 Electoral Act, all the 
registered political parties have up to January 11, 2003 to submit 
the list of their contestants to the various elective offices to INEC. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


RWANDA 


a. 40,000 detainees to be granted provisional 


liberty: The Rwandan government is to grant 
provisional liberty within a month to between 30,000 
and 40,000 prison detainees, including those in- 
voived in the 1994 genocide, news agencies 
reported, Jan 7. 

President Paul Kagame had instructed the relevant judicial 
authorities to free all detainees who ran the risk of being 
imprisoned for longer than provided for under the :aw, the 
Rwanda News Agency (RNA) reported, Jan 6. The detainees 
included people who had confessed to crimes of genocide, but 
had not been involved in planning or instigating it (classified as 
Category 1 suspects), those who were minors when they 
committed the acts of genocide, and also people accused of 
ordinary crimes. | 


"The release of these detainees is without prejudice to the 
continuation of criminal proceedings against them," RNA said, 
citing a government communique. The communique also reiter- 
ated the government's decision to release elderly and very sick 
detainees. 
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"This ts not an amnesty, because these people will be tried 
while they are free," Rwandan justice minister Jean de Dieu 
Mucyo said. 


There are an estimated 115,000 detainees accused of 
genocide and crimes against humanity in Rwandan prisons, the 
Hirondelle News Agency reported. Many thousands of the 
detainees have not been charged with specific crimes, despite 
having spent up to eight years in prison. Their number has placed 
a severe strain on the criminal justice system, which, the 
Rwandan government has said, was already "crippled" by poor 
infrastructure and the deaths of professionals during the 
genocide. 


[Background Info. Rwanda, page 9371:a] 


b. Rwanda to demobilise 20,000 soldiers: 
Rwanda plans to demobilise up to 20,000 soldiers 
by 2004, saying it has "largely succeeded" in 
restoring peace in the country. 

Another 25,000 ex-combatants returning from the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Congo are to be reintegrated into society— 
5,000 of them in the army. 


"Following the 1994 genocide, our immediate priorities were 
the restoration of peace, the resettlement of the internally 
displaced and returning refugees, promotion of national recon- 
ciliation and the revival of the economy," the government said 
in a letter of intent and policy memorandum submitted to the 
International Monetary Fund. 


- ~~ mem wy 


The document, setting out the policies the government 
intends to implement over the medium term, said that the 
demobilisation of the army was necessary since the Rwanda 
Patriotic Front government had largely succeeded in restoring 
peace in Rwanda. 


The government also said that most Rwandan refugees who 
had been living in neighbouring countries, particularly Congo 
and Tanzania, had returned home and been resettled. 


According to the document, signed by National Bank of 
Rwanda (NBR) governor Francois Kanimba and finance minister 
Donald Kaberuka, over three million internally displaced persons 
and refugees had been permanently resettled in the country by 
the end of 1999. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Gambian peacekeeping contingent leaves 
for Freetown: Another contingent of twelve soldiers 
from Gambia left for Freetown, Jan 11, where they 
would serve the UN peacekeeping mission, as 
military observers for three years. 


Speaking to reporters at his office, the army public relations 
officer, Captain Bunja Darboe said the officers led by Lt Col 
Ndure Cham are up to the task thanks to a series of induction 
and refresher courses to equip them for the task, mainly on the 
modus operandi of peace-keeping. 
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He said when the team arrived in Freetown, the officers 
whose ranks range from Lt Colonel to Captain would further 
undergo another series of induction courses to prepare them for 
their respective stations or mission areas. 


Capt Darboe said the fact that Gambian peace keepers have 
demonstrated maturity in their peace-keeping operations in other 
countries, makes him confident that this latest batch would live 
up to expectation. 


He added that The Gambia as a member of the United 
Nations has taken part in many UN peace-keeping missions, 
citing Kosovo, East Timor. He also said Gambian soldiers are 
currently serving as military observers in Angola and Eritrea. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
{Background info. Sierra Leaone, page 931:a] 


SOMALIA 


a. Somaliland postpones presidential poll: 
The self-declared republic of Somaliland has post- 
poned presidential elections from January to March, 
according to a senior official. 

_ Mahmud Jama Warfa, the Somaliland deputy information 
minister, said the move was taken after the independent electoral 
commission decided more time was needed to have everything 
in place for smooth elections. 


The commission said it needed time to deliver electoral 
materials to the various polling stations, train officials and deal 
with budget issues, Warfa said, Jan 10. 


He also noted that some political parties had requested a 
postponement. The House of Elders, which has the final say on 
the matter, “will most likely approve the new date", he stressed. 


Somaliland unilaterally declared independence from the 
rest of Somalia in 1991 after the downfall of the former leader, 
Muhammad Siyad Barre. it has remained relatively free from 
the chaos and war that has ravaged other parts of Somalia. 
The region held successful local elections in December 2002. 


Warfa said the presidential poll would be followed by 
parliamentary elections. "The parliamentary elections will prob- 
ably take place sometime in May this year," he said. 


b Swiss national shot dead: A Swiss national 
was killed by gunmen, Dec 30, 2002, in Hargeysa, 
the capital of the self-declared republic of So- 
maliland, according to local sources. 


The 29-year-old man was identified as Yuti Martin, a Swiss 
businessman who was in Hargeysa to set up a poultry project 
with Somali business associates, the sources said, Jan 2. He 
was killed when gunmen opened fire while he was standing in 
front of a restaurant. 


"A number of rounds were fired, but only three hit him in the 
chest," the source said. The motive for the killing is unknown, 
but six suspects are in police custody "helping police with their 
investigations", Abdullahi Muhammad Duale, the Somaliland 
information minister said. The President of Somaliland, Dahir 
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Riyale Kahin, had sent condolences to the family of the deceased 
and to the people of Switzerland, expressing deep regret "for 
this senseless act", Duale said. 


"The President instructed the security forces to conduct a 
through investigation, apprehend the culprits and bring them to 
book,” he said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Prisoner confesses role in Samora Machel 
death: A former Civil Cooperation Bureau (CCB) 
killer, currently serving a 28-year term in 
Baviaanspoort prison near Pretoria, claims to have 
taken part in the death of former Mozambican 
President Samora Machel. 


The Sowetan Sunday World reported that Hans Louw, a 
Namibian national, claimed the 1986 plane crash killing Machel 
and 33 others on board, was no accident. He was allegedly part 
of a clean-up team assigned to carry out the killing of the then 
Mozambican President. 


However, the back-up team was not activated as the original 
plan -- to lure the piane off course by using a false beacon -- 
worked. According to the report, Louw said the false beacon 
was put in position by military intelligence operatives of the 
apartheid government. 


A commission of inquiry headed by Judge Cecil Margo, set 
up in 1987 by the apartheid government, discounted the false 
beacon theory and found that pilot error caused the crash. 


The newspaper revealed that former Rhodesian Scout 
operative, Edwin Mudingi, also claimed to have taken part in the 
hit, and confirmed Louw was part of the murder plan. 


b. S African tycoon admits he gave money to 
Sharon: A South African businessman at the centre 
of corruption allegations against Israeli PM Ariel 
sharon admitted that he had close ties with the 
israeli leader and had lent him money. 


"| have been a personal friend of Ariel Sharon since 1948 
when we were in the same brigade in the army together. | loaned 
money to a friend and was very happy to de so,” Cyril Kern told 
Sapa news agency. 


South African justice official confirmed, Jan 7, that the country 
had been asked by Israeli investigators to assist in a probe into 
how and why Sharon received $1.5 million from Kern. 


Liberal Israeli daily Haaretz reported, Jan 7, the donation 
was collateral for a joan Sharon's sons, Omri and Gilad, took 
out to pay back a company from which Sharon received 
contributions during his campaign for the leadership of the Likud 
Party in 1999. 


South African justice ministry spokesman Paul Setsetse said: 
"We are aware of such a request (for assistance) from the Israeli 
state attorney's office, although it has not reached us officially 
yet". Setsetse said the Israeli request was being processed by 
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the foreign affairs department in Pretoria and would reach justice 
minister Penuell Maduna “before the weekend". 


“We will wait until we receive the documents,” Setsetse said, 
adding if wrongdoing was suspected, the governmen: would 
"have an obligation to investigate”. 


(SOURCE: Indian Express, New Delhi) 


SUDAN 


a. Army takes over Kony camps: Sudanese 
government troops will be deployed in camps which 
Joseph Kony’s Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebel 
group was occupying in southern Sudan to avert 
any attacks against Uganda. 


At the same time, the Sudan People’s Armed Forces (SPAF) 
and the Uganda People’s Defence Forces (UPDF) will, with 
immediate effect, deploy liaison officers in Gulu, Juba, Arua and 
Kitgum to monitor the security situation at the shared border, it 
was reported, Jan 11. 


These were some of the key issues agreed at meeting 
between Ugandan defence minister Amama Mbabazi and his 
Sudanese counterpart Gen. Bakri Hassan Saleh. Bakri, who 
arrived in Uganda, Jan 8, held bilateral talks with Mbabazi at the 
defence ministry headquarters in Bombo. 


Bakri paid a courtesy call on President Yoweri Museveni in 
Gulu, Jan 9, before flying back home. 


Bakri told journalists at Entebbe airport shortly before 
departure that Sudan was committed to the peace efforts and 
cordial relations existing between Khartoum and Kampala. 


“Sudan is ready to co-operate and work with Uganda. But 
the 1999 Nairobi agreement in which the two countries pledged 
not to support each other’s rebel group (SPLA and LRA) is still 
binding and should be upheld," Bakri said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SWAZILAND 


a. Banned opposition party launches mani- 
festo: Swaziland’s largest, if illegal, opposition 
political party - the People’s United Democratic 
Hit a (PUDEMO) - published its manifesto, 
Jan 8. 


it was a milestone, given that just 10 years ago, police raided 
homes of those suspected of having PUDEMO pamphlets and 
newspapers were forbidden from quoting the organisation's 
statements. The government called the group's literature “highly 
treasonous", and used possession as grounds for arresting and 
detaining political reformers who sought to bring democracy to 
Africa’s last absolute monarchy. 


"The People’s Movement will lead all the oppressed and 
democracy-seeing forces," Bong’nkhosi Dlamini, PUDENO sec- 
retary-general, wrote in the manifesto. 


January 1-14, 2003 


Ironically, the message was carried in the Swazi Observer, 
a daily newspaper owned by the palace-controlled royal 
conglomerate, Tibiyo TakaNgwane. l 


"The palace is under pressure from the international 
community to legalise political debate. As much as it would like 
to suppress PUDEMO’'s message, which was the rule a few 
years ago, it won't dare [to do so now],” a political scientist at 
the University of Swaziland said. 


“Government appears to permit propaganda, but is drawing 
the line beyond that. Meetings, rallies, marches and demonstra- 
tions are still banned,” he said. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
{Background info. Swaziland, page 933:a] 


UGANDA 


a. UPDF kills 30 LRA fighters: About 30 fighters 
of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) commanded 
by ‘Brigadier’ Matata have been killed, it was 
reported, Jan 14. . 


Thirty other rebels surrendered with 60 guns, the UPDF 
intelligence officer for northern Uganda, Lt. Col. Charles 
Otema-Awany said. 


"Matata wili either now be killed or captured alive together 
with his few fighters who are still remaining if he does not give 
up fighting now. We shall finish all other LRA fighting groups the 
same way we did to Matata, one by one till we reach the big 
man (the LRA leader, Joseph Kony)," he said. 


Awany said six LRA fighters surrendered with six guns in 
two separate battles in Gulu and Apac districts, Jan 11 and Jan 
12. The army spokesman based in northern Uganda, Lt. Paddy 
Ankunda, said the UPDF had killed 71 LRA rebels in December 
2002, excluding 31 killed in Pader and Kitgum recently. He said 
over 586 captives had been rescued from the rebels in the last 
30 days. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Uganda, page 923:b] 


ZAMBIA 


a. UNHCR to provide 26,000 mt of food fo 
refugees: More than 26,000 metric tonnes of food 
will be provided to refugees in 2003, United 
Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) 
pae ca to Zambia Ahmed Gubartalla said, 

an 8. 


Gubartalla said that in 2002, the World Food Programme 
provided food to refugees in Zambia totalling 20,414 metric 
tonnes. He said in 2002 UNHCR's programme budget in Zambia 
was US $ 12 million and envisaged that in 2003 it would be the 
same and would even include the budget for voluntary refugee 
repatriation. 
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Gubartalla said US $ 5 million from donors has been 
budgeted for projects in health, agriculture, education and 
income generation for refugees. 


Home affairs permanent secretary Peter Mumba said that 
the Zambian government would soon meet with the Rwandan 
government and United Nations High Commission for Refugees 
(UNHCR) in Kigali, to sign a tripartite agreement for the voluntary 
repatriation of Rwandan refugees in Zambia. "The meeting is 
being held within the context of agreed international standards 
regarding the repatriation of refugees," he said. 


Mumba said it had been agreed by the international 
community that the conditions in Rwanda had improved to 
warrant the return of the refugees. 


"This is supported by the fact that there have been organised 
“voluntary repatriation of Rwandan refugees from other countries 
such as Tanzania and the Democratic Republic of Congo,” he 
said. 


Mumba said once the agreement was signed, the govern- 
ment would expect the UNHCR to facilitate the voluntary return 
of those willing to. repatriate in accordance with established 


norms of repatriation of refugees.. - -- ~. a 
(SOURCE: Zambian, Lusaka) 
ZIMBABWE 


a. Power-sharing plan rejected: Zimbabwe's 
main opposition Movement for Democratic Change 
(MDC), Jan 13, denied news reports that it was 
involved in a deai to guarantee a safe exit for 
President Robert Mugabe and the setting up of a 
power-sharing government. 


The UK daily The Times, and the Associated Press news 
agency, Jan 13, reported that under the arrangement, allegedly 
backed by leading members of the ruling ZANU-PF party, 
Mugabe would receive a guarantee of immunity against prose- 
cution over alleged misrule and human rights violations. 


According to The Times, parliamentary speaker Emmerson 
Mnangagwa (widely regarded as Mugabe’s chosen successor), 


and armed forces chief of staff Gen Vitalis Zvinavashe had. 


contacted MDC leader Morgan Tsvangirai about the deal and 
promised that Mugabe would stand down. 


(See Analysis, page 948) 


The newspaper quoted MDC leader Morgan Tsvangirai as 
saying his party was ready to provide Mugabe, currently on 
vacation in Thailand, with immunity if he gave up power. 


But the MDC has since denied any involvement in the plan, 
saying since the collapse of talks in May 2002 brokered by 
South Africa and Nigeria, negotiations with ZANU-PF were 
“closed”. 


"The MDC is not aware of such a plan," vice-president Gibson 
Sibanda said. 


"We remain open to negotiations with ZANU-PF with regards 
to the setting up of a transitional authority. Under this transitional 
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authority the decline of the economy, food shortages and other 
issues bedevilling this country would be addressed. However, 
this transitional authority will not rule indefinitely. We are still 
committed to holding fresh elections.” 


Mugabe to appoint governors: President Robert 
Mugabe's decision to put two new governors in charge Harare 
and second city Bulawayo was an attempt to dilute the power 
base of the Movement for Democratic Change (MDC), analysts 
said, Jan 7. 


The official Herald newspaper, Jan 6, quoted local govern- 
ment minister Ignatius Chombo as saying the appointed 
governors would work with government agencies to implement 
development projects like roads, schools, and public works 
programmes and address "uncoordinated issues". 


The two key cities have already been declared provinces, 
but unlike the other eight provinces, did not have appointed 
governors and were run by the elected mayors Elias Mudzuri of 
Harare and Japhet Ndabeni-Ncube of Bulawayo. 


"The executive mayors are supposed to run the show but 
now they will have to report to the governors. It is a frustrated 
attempt by [the ruling] ZANU-PF to reduce the power, authority 
and political activity of the MDC by appointing an overseer," said 
John Makumbe, political lecturer and chairman of Transparency 
International Zimbabwe. 


it would make the mayors a secretariat to the governors and 
would reduce them to ceremonial functions, Makumbe said. 


The government also announced recently it would redraw 
the cities’ administrative boundaries, turning districts previously 
part of Harare and Bulawayo into rural areas, traditionally 
considered ZANU-PF strongholds. 


[Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 934:a] 


b. Mwonzora arrested: Douglas Mwonzora, a 
Masvingo lawyer and the National Constitutional 
Assembly spokesman was arrested in the city by 
Bulawayo police, Jan 8, for allegedly issuing a 
cheque which bounced on the bank. 


Mwonzora and Associates, his law firm, allegedly bought a 
photocopier in 2002 from a Bulawayo company and paid $250 
000 as deposit. The firm later issued a postdated Barclays Bank 
cheque for the $150, 000 balance. 


The cheque was dishonoured. Bulawayo police picked up 
Mwonzora, Jan 8, for fraud. Before the cheque was issued, a 
payment dispute had erupted between the two parties after the 
photocopier broke down. 


Tongai Matatu, Mwonzora’s lawyer, said he was trying to 
secure his release. 


Matatu said: "The cheque was issued in Masvingo. | do not 
know why the police in Bulawayo came and arrested him. 
"Moreover, the cheque belongs to Mwonzora and Associates 
and not to him as an individual.” 


(SOURCE: Independent, Harare) 
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MDC confirms Mugabe’s exile deal 


exile, opposition party leader Morgan Tsvangirai said 
he had been offered the President's resignation, 
reports, The Times, London. 


E ven as Mugabe stressed that he would ‘never’ go into 


The leader of Zimbabwe's opposition party predicted the 
imminent collapse of Robert Mugabe's regime in a lengthy 
public statement affirming that two top officials from the ruling 
Zanu (PF) party had offered him the President's resignation. 


Morgan Tsvangirai said that Mugabe’s lieutenants had "all 
virtually abandoned him and maintain an appearance of loyalty 
out of fear. The machinery around Mugabe is now collapsing 
fast and leaking heavily". 


He claimed to have received reports from people close to 
Mugabe that the 78-year-old leader had told his family to “get 
ready for life after his 23-year-old dictatorship”. 


Zimbabwe was “grinding to a halt", Tsvangirai said. Its 
commercial agriculture was in ruins. The country's fuel supply 
would dry up at the end of January 2003, and there was no 
money to buy more. 


“Mugabe does not know where the next litre of diesel or 
petrol is coming from," he said. Mugabe’s "greatest nemesis" 
was the economy, which "refuses to bend to ali his dictatorial 
formulae. 


He cannot use on the economy the same weapons he is 
using to subvert democracy and crush human rights. 


He cannot rig it, he cannot shoot it, he cannot intimidate it 
and, although he raped it, the economy continues to land fatal 
blows that Mugabe cannot block". 


Tsvangirai, leader of the Movement for Democratic Change 
(MDC), issued the statement to rebut a stream of denials from 
Mugabe and Zanu (PF) that two of the regime's senior members 
had secretly offered him a deal to save Zimbabwe irom its 
deepening emergency. 


A barrage of party statements blamed the British government 
for reports in The Times and other media outlets, calling them 


“wicked, malicious and mischievous", and "the work of the enemy 
bent on destroying Zimbabwe". 


However, Tsvangirai announced that "for the record, 
Zimbabweans and the international community need to know" 
that in December, Col Lionel Dyck, a respected former 
Zimbabwe army officer, took a message to him from Emmerson 
Mnangagwa, who ranks third in the Zanu (PF) politburo, and 
Gen Vitalis Zvinavashe, commander of the Zimbabwe Defence 
Forces. 


He said they "wanted to hear my views on the way forward 
now that Robert Mugabe had, in Dyck’s words, long indicated 
that he wanted to retire, was being restrained by Mnangawa and 
Zvinvashe, and could only be allowed to do so at such a time 
deemed appropriate by the two men and many others in Zanu 
(PF)". 


Colonel Dyck had made clear that the initiative stemmed 
from “the realization that he (Mugabe) has lost all capacity to 
govern”, 


Tsvangirai said that he told Col Dyck that the MDC was 
“prepared to assist in the necessary transitional arrange- 
ments to enable Zimbabwe to move forward,” but made 
"categorically clear that this does not mean participating in 
the formation of a government of national unity or some 
underhand pact with Zanu (PF)....We will never be party to 
any political arrangement that seeks to sanitise Mugabe's 
violent illegitimacy. 


"f we are to avoid bloodshed, and achieve the change we 
have been trying to secure over the past three years, there is 
no other way other than through constructive dialogue,” Tsvangi- 


rai said. 


On Jan 14, Mugabe said he would "never, never, never" go 
into exile. 


—Times, London, reproduced in Statesman, Calcutta. 
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ALGERIA 


a. Air Algeria crew attacked: Three young 
men—all unarmed—attacked the crew in the cock- 
pit during an Air Algeria flight headed for Algiers 
airport, offical reported, Jan 20. 


The flight that originated in Paris landed without incident, the 
agency said. 


The three men, all about 25 years of age, entered the cockpit 
and demanded to speak to a top Algerian official, an airport 
official said. The three boarded the plane, carrying 161 
passengers, on a stopover in the eastern Algerian city of 
Constantine. They then went into the cockpit. One shut the door 
while the other two physically attacked the pilot and co-pilot, 
according to the airport official. The attackers were overcome by 
other crew members, and turned over to police, the official said. 


it was not immediately clear whether the three were members 
of one of the Islamic insurgency movements active in Algeria for 
the past decade. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras) 


ANGOLA 


a. Miss Angola threatens to disclose sex 
scandal: Miss Angola-2002, Giovana Pinto Leite, 
has threatened to disclose the names of those 
involved in the sexual harassment case should the 
ministry of hotels and tourism withhold the tapes 
carrying her interview with the enquiry commission. 


According to her, the release of the tapes will enable people 
to know about the truth and thereby clear her name she said 
has been stained with the distorted information from the enquiry 
commission appointed to investigate the case, it was reported, 
Jan 20. 


In an interview to the State-owned "R dio Nacional de Angola" 
‘station, Giovana said she disclosed the names of the people 
associated with the case. Giovana also accused the members 
of the enquiry commission whom she called liars for withholding 
the information she had surrendered. 


Miss Angola-2002 maintained she will not withdraw a single 
element from the interview to the privately-owned weekly A 
Capital in December 2002, stating she would even add details 
should there be a new chance to do so. On that occasion, 
Giovana Pinto Leite had told the A Capital that members of the 
Miss Angola-2002 Organising Committee had proposed to her 
that she should show sexual favours to some prominent figures 
of the country. 
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The enquiry commission's findings presented at a press 
conference, Jan 17, in Luanda by the minister of tourism and 
hotels, Jorge Valentim, accused Miss Angola-2002 of sensation- - 
alism and of having been vaque and imprecise in her statements. 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


BOTSWANA 


a. Zimbabwean immigrants swamp Bot- 
swana: The chief immigration officer, Roy Sek- 
gororwane, Jan 22, expressed concern over illegal 
immigrants from Zimbabewe swamping the country. 


"We are seriously losing out on our battle to deal with this 
(Zimbabwean) problem. Immigration and government cannot 
afford to deal with this problem alone. We need some support 
to deal with the situation," Sekgororwane said. 


According to the immigration department, 125,000 Zimbab- 
weans cross into Botswana per month—mostly at Ramokgwe- 
bana border-post — but a great number of them chose not to go 
back home. There has also been-a-surge-in- the number of-illegal. 
immigrants who cross into the country through ungazetted points. 


"We really need support to deal with this because the 
strategies that we have used in the past seem to be not 
working. We are now repatriating two truckloads of illegal 
immigrants from Zimbabwe every day, and this cost government 
a lot of money," Sekgororwane said. 


The immigration department has stepped up its “mopping 
exercise" which is aimed at rooting out illegal immigrants in the 
country. But he said the system seemed not to be working. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


BURUNDI 


a. Thousands flee fresh fighting: Thousands 
of civilians have fled fresh fighting between govern- 
ment troops and Hutu rebels in Gitega province, the 


‘spokesman for the UN Office for the Coordination 


of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in Burundi, Nicho- 
las McGowan, reported, Jan 20 


He said that fighting continued in areas around Gitega, the 
second largest city after the capital, Bujumbura. McGowan said 
Gitega governor Tharcisse Ntibarirarana had put the number of 
civilians displaced by the violence at between 15,000 and 18,000 
people. The fighting began, Jan 17. 


Ntibarirarana said that troops had set up outposts seven 
kilometres out of Gitega, and were shelling rebel strongholds in 
the hills. 
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“The army is avoiding fighting and is in the process of shelling 
the hills," a rebel spokesman, Gelase Daniel Ndabirabe, from 
the Force pour la Defence de ia Democratie (FDD), said. 


"This has only affected the civilian population which is fleeing 
these zones." 


b. All-party ceasefire urged: A peace agree- 
ment signed by all the warring parties in Burundi 
would need to be in place before a proposed 
peacekeeping force could be sent, a South African 
security analyst said, Jan 15. 


South African Deputy President Jacob Zuma said, Jan 14, 
that Ethiopia, Mozambique and South Africa had agreed to 
supply troops to support the ceasefire in Burundi until a UN 
peacekeeping force could be deployed, but the operation 
required urgent funding from the African Union (AU). 


"The challenge is with us, we should act fast," Zuma was 
quoted as telling the AU's Central Organ of the Mechanism for 
Conflict Prevention, Management and Resolution in the Ethiopian 
capital, Addis Ababa. 


But Henry Boschoff, an analyst with the Pretoria~-based 
Institute of Security Studies, said that while Zuma stressed the 
need for the deployment of a multinational force, the key 
stumbling block was that the rebels led by Agathon Rwasa 
remained outside the ceasefire agreement. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
{Background info. Burundi, page 914:a] 


- CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Rebels authorise UN humanitarian mis- 
sion: Rebels in north and centre of the Central 
African Republic (CAR) have cleared the UN to 
undertake a humanitarian assessment mission early 
in February into zones under their control. 


"We received today the rebels’ reply, which contains security 
guarantees," Stan Nkwain, the UN Development Programme 
resident representative, said, Jan 24. 


Speaking in the weekly UN-NGO humanitarian coordination 
meeting, he said the government had also "promised to facilitate 
the mission’s task”. This followed two months of negotiations 
between the UN Coordination Office, the government and the 
rebels. Eight UN agencies will assess the situation in the 
rebel-held zones—the humanitarian, health, nutritional, eco- 


nomic and agricultural situations, as well as education, food 


security, water facilities, sanitation and human rights. 


Nkwain said the mission would fly from Bangui, the capital, 
to Sahr, in southern Chad, from where it would enter northern 
CAR. The mission, due to last about one week, would send one 
team to the northwest, and another to the centre and the east. 
it would comprise only civilians working for the UN. There would 
be no government representative. 


"Our [UN agency] colleagues in Chad await our signal to 
mobilise the logistics,” Nkwain said. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
(Background Info. Central African Republic, page 938:a] 
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CONGO (DR) 


a. Two human rights activists released pro- 
visionally: Two human rights activists held in 
connection with the Kabila assassination trial were 
provisionally freed on January 26 by the Military 
Order Court after nine months of detention. 


N’sii Luanda Shandwe and Willy Wenga lIlombe were 
released from the central prison in Kinshasa. 


"The prison director and the special advisor to the head of 
state on security matters told us that President Joseph Kabila 
gave them the order to free us, because he found that we were 
not linked to this [assassination] trial," Luanda said. 


The late DRC President, Laurent-Desire Kabila, was shot 
dead by one of his bodyguards on January 16, 2001, and was 
succeeded by his son Joseph. ; 


DRC human rights minister Ntumba Luaba confirmed the 
release of the two, while DRC justice minister Ngele Masudi said 
the decision had been made to coincide with the second 
anniversary of Joseph Kabila’s ascension to power. 


However, Col Charlies Alamba, prosecutor of the Military 
Order Court, said that the two were not cleared, but rather 
provisionally released. 


"We granted this because they had requested provisional 
release," Alamba said. "There is a case against them. It is | who 
oversaw their cases and as you know the trial is ongoing and 
there are charges against them and they know it because they 
have heard them." 


b. Minister denies Bangui a conduit for illicit 
diamonds: Central African Republic (CAR) mines 
and energy minister Andre Nalke Dorogo denied, 
Jan 23, that the country was involved in the illicit 
diamond trade in collaboration with Jean-Pierre 
Bemba’s Mouvement de Liberation du Congo 
(MLC), which is based in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo (DRC). 


"We have never, never been in contact with them [MLC 
diamond deaters]," Dorogo said at a news conference in Bangui. 


"if they overfly the CAR with their planes loaded with 
diamonds, do you expect me to hail them and seize their freight 
from my office?" 


in a recently published report, the African-Canadian NGO, 
Partnership Africa Canada (PAC), said Bemba's diamonds were 
being laundered through the CAR, using the country’s certifica- 
tion system. PAC added that whereas the CAR had a "reasonably 
good” tracking system for locally mined diamonds, it was not 
being applied, thereby rendering the country an attractive 
channel for diamond smugglers from other countries. 


Speaking on Radio France Internationale, Jan 22, Bemba 
blamed the illegal diamond trade on independent miners who 
were selling their gems in the CAR. 


"Certainly some miners sell their diamonds in Bangui, about 
500 km from their small-scale diamond production centres [in . 
the DRC], and they are free to sell them to whoever they wish 
in the CAR,” Bemba said. 
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c. Rebels accused of cannibalism: The United 
Nations Security Council has demanded that the 
Congolese rebel leader, Jean-Pierre Bemba, whose 
forces have been accused of cannibalism, rape and 
massacres, ensure an immediate halt to human 
rights violations. 


The Council statement was issued shortly after a UN 
investigation confirmed a horrifying campaign of atrocities 
against civilians in the forests of northeast Congo, with children 
among the victims, it was reported, Jan 17. 


The accused rebel group include Bemba's Congolese 
Liberation Movement, one of two insurgent movements now 
promised a leading role in Congo's government under a 
power-sharing agreement to end the African nation’s war. 


Fleeing pygmies bring tales of cannibalism: From a hilltop 
in Congo's dense northeastern forests, Amazati Njogi watched 
rebels eat his mother, brother, sister and her two smail children. 


When the rebels came, Njogi, a pygmy from the virtually 
impenetrable forests of the Ituri region, was out hunting for food 
with a bow and arrows. 


“| am going to tell you exactly what ! saw," he said, his fourfoot 
frame rigid as he began to tell his story. "| saw bad things taking 
place. | heard people screaming, my mother, sister. | decided to 
go closer.... to see what was going on. Then it ail went quiet". 
As Njogi crept nearer to the family home, he saw men with guns. 
"! saw them with machetes cutting someone's throat. Then there 
was a big fire. | asked God to get me through it". He crept even 
closer, making sure on one could see him as he moved through 
the undergrowth, it was reported, Jan 25. 


"| looked for a while. Then | saw that they were cooking them 
on the fire and adding salt,” he said. “I saw them kill and eat 
and share.... | fled for a whole day until | got to my uncle’s 
house", 


Njogi’s is one of many eyewitness accounts of atrocities 
which have poured blood through Congo's remote Ituri region in 
recent months. Many tell of killings, rapes of 12 or 14 year old 
girls and Jooting on a massive scale. 


Rebels fighting their way through the northeastern corner of 
the massive central African country have terrorized the civilian 
population, forcing thousands to flee their homes and spend 
months on the road. 


The stories of cannibalism, said to be targeted only at 
pygmies and members of the Bantu Nande tribe which inhabits 
the region, have travelled far and wide. It is difficult to verify the 
tales, or know on what scale cannibalism could have taken 
place. Officials sent to investigate the human rights abuses in 
ituri say they believe the instances of eating human flesh are 
more likely to be ritualistic than for food—attempts to harness 
magical powers, or to render those who eat human meat 
invincible. 


But the stories are gruesome enough to have sent hundreds 
of pygmies fleeing from their banana-leaf homes deep within the 
Congo’s jungles. Most have fled because of hearsay, but it is 
the first time they have been scared enough to leave their natural 
environment. 
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"(We fled) because of war, we are scared of the messages 
that we heard from other pygmies saying your friends who live 
over there have been eaten, if they see you, you will be eaten 


` too, you have to leave," said Marisho Yongo, a pygmy from the 


forests to the. west of the Ugandan border. 


At Mangina, a gathering place for thousands of civilians who 
have fied the rebel terror in Ituri groups of pygmies sit apart from 
the other refugees, easily recognizable from their tiny stature 
and tattooed faces. 


Aid workers say the pygmies are uncomfortable around the 
others, unused to mixing, sick from an unfamiliar diet, and 
desperate to get home to their lifestyles of hunting and gathering 
in the forests. Their tribes are threatened. Logging and the 
spread of agriculture has robbed them of much of the forest 
where they live, their lifespans are short and mortality high. 


At the pygmy help centre (PAP) in Beni, 30 km (15 miles) 
south of Mangina, Benoit Kalume said one of the main problems 
is the lack of access pygmies have to health care or education, 
as well as a low sense of self esteem ingrained after generations 
of mistreatment by other Congolese. 


“They are neglected by everyone, they are thought of as 
subhuman", he said outside the PAP offices which were set up 
by local people in September to do research and provide 
assistance to an estimated 40,000 pygmies living in Ituri. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras and Statesman, Calcutta) 


DJIBOUTI 


a. US -President Bush accords’ red-carpet 
welcome to Guelleh: The reason why Ismail Omar 
Guelleh, the leader of Djibouti, received red-carpet 
treatment during his visit to Washington recently, 
was his country's strategie location. 


"We are privileged to be in a strategic position where we can 
protect and defend the oil route," Guelleh told a meeting of 
American business executives, Jan 23, two days after he spent 
half an hour with President George W. Bush in the Oval Office. 


Djibouti, which has a population of 700,000, is situated on 
the Gulf of Aden at the mouth of the Red Sea, the connecting 
link between the indian Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea. 


"We discussed ways the United States can contribute to our 
development," Guelleh said, describing his talks with Bush. 
Peace Corps volunteers are likely to be assigned to the country 
for the first time, and the U.S. Agency for International 
Development is opening an office to manage aid projects. The 
US aid has risen from $3 million in 2000 to about $9m, with 
much of the increase earmarked for upgrading the international 
airport. l 

Since the attacks on September 11, 2001, Djibouti has 
become a major U.S. staging area in the volatile region that 
includes northeast Africa and the Middle East. Some 900 
American troops are now stationed at Camp Lemonier, a facility 
formerly used by the French armed forces adjacent to the airport. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Djibouti, page 879:a] 
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ERITREA - 


a. High grade gold discovered: A Canadian 


mining company has announced the discovery of 
high grade gold and base metals at Bisha, some 
150 km west of Asmara. 


Nevsun Resources Ltd, which owns 90 per cent of the Bisha 
property, said the discovery was made after an initial phase of 
exploration drilling, totalling 804 metres in six holes. Prior work, 
carried out in 1998 and 1999, had defined a significant area of 
anomalous copper, lead and zinc, as well as gold. 


"Similar base metal deposits occur in Eritrea at Dubarwa and 
Adi Nefas, located near the capital city of Asmara,” Nevsun said 
in a news release issued, Jan 22. 


It noted that the Bisha exploration property covers 49 sq km 
and has “excellent port facilities on the Red Sea". 


Nevsun, which describes itself as an Africa-focused mine 
development and exploration company, has two key projects in 
Mali and Ghana. 


"Management believes that the new high-grade discovery at 
the Bisha property in Eritrea complements Nevsun’s advanced 
Tabakoto and Segala Projects in Mali, West Africa, as they 
provide for regional projects and corporate growth," the news 
release said. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Ethiopian bid to join WTO: Ethiopia has 
submitted the initial application to join the World 
Trade Organization (WTO), it was reported, Jan 24. 

The working party to assess Ethiopia’s capacity to join WTO 
is also due to be formed in Geneva, Switzerland. 

In an interview with Addis Tribune, Marc M. Wall, senior 
foreign officer at the US department of African affairs economic 
policy, said he was told that the government had staried the 
initial process to join WTO. 

According to Wall, the working perty to be formed in Geneva 
has to go through an elaborate process. But the first step would 
be getting the working party together from the WTO members 
who want to participate in the negotiation on accepting. “The 
acceeding country needs then to begin to prepare a report on 
its trade mission, which supplies information to WTO members 
on terms and conditions needed to meet the requirements to 
join WTO," Wall said, adding at the same time that negotiations 
will begin on bilateral terms with all the trading parties and once 
this step was completed, Ethiopia would be in a position to join 
WTO. i 


The process would, however, be facilitated depending on the 
commitment of a given country seeking to join WTO. It often 
requires some fundamental changes in the way governments 
regulate international business, Wall said. 

b. Security forces target academics to stifle 
opposition: Ethiopia’s security forces have tar- 
geted academics to stifle political opposition, an 
international human rights group said, Jan 24. 
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But Prime Minister Meles Zenawai’s government has es- 
caped widespread criticism from the international E6mmunity 
because it is regarded as a key regional ally in the US led war 
on terrorism, the New York-based Human Rights Watch said. 


"Students and teachers, often among the most politically 
active elements of society, are frequent victims of human rights 
violations including extra judicial killings, arbitrary arrest, and 
denial of freedom of association and expression," the group said 
in a report, "Lessons in Repression: Violations of Academic 
Freedom in Ethiopia”. 


Saman Zia-Zarifi, the author, said security agents have used 
lethal force to disperse student protesters with deadly conse- 
quences "time and again". Government officials could not be 
contacted for comment. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras and Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 


GAMBIA 


a. Al-Qaeda suspects transferred to Bagram 
airbase: Two of the four men of Middle Eastern 
origin arrested in The Gambia in November 2002 
on suspicion of links with Al-Qaeda have been 
transferred to a US air base in Bagram, north of the 
Afghan capital Kabul, it was reported, Jan 27. 


Bisher al-Rawi, an iraqi and Jamil al-Banna, a Jordanian 
held incommunicado by the National Intelligence Agency for 
more than a month in 2002 were covertly brought to Bagram 
earlier after they were handed over to the UK authorities. Two 
other men, one of them identified as Wahab al Rawi, brother 
of Bisher al-Rawi, who were also arrested by the NIA were 
released and are not part of those ferried to Afghanistan. 


Earlier reports had suggested that Rawi and Banna had been 
transferred to the US Naval Base at Guantnamo Bay in Cuba 
amidst consistent refusal by the US and Gambian authorities to 
confirm the whereabouts of the two men to Amnesty Interna- 
tional. 


The four men of Arab extraction were arrested at the Banjul 
International Airport by the NIA two months ago over what was 
initially reported as a problem with their visa application. They 
were subsequently questioned for alleged links to terrorist 
groups, most notably Al-Qaeda. 


b. Military cooperation with US: Essa Khan, 
permanent secretary of the department of state for 
defence, has said The Gambia and the US have 
resumed military cooperation. 


The pact focussed on capacity building in the Gambian 
armed forces, it was reported, Jan 27. 


Khan, who recently returned from the United States, told 
Daily Observer in an interview that his visit was on bilateral 
relations on the resumption of the International Military Education 
and Training (IMET) in the United States that would pave the 
way for a cooperation. 


"Among what we will achieve in the course of the training 
will include civil military strategy for internal development. This 
means how the civil society and military can work together to 
enhance national development, while at the same time the 
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military provides peace and stability for the communities they 
serve. This is very important in the sense that the military and 
civil society have what we call a social contract and in that regard 
they are not enemies but partners in national development". 


On terrorism, he said The Gambia will not be a safe haven 
for any terrorist 


“it is morally wrong to kill an innocent person, that’s why The 
Gambia government enacted the Anti-Terrorism Bill. We believe 
in the multilateral approach,” he said. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesbug) 


GHANA 


a. Gang of 5 arrested for siphoning oil: A 
gang of five people who siphoned fuel from the 
Ghana Oil Company (GOIL) depot at New Takoradi, 
have been arrested by the Sekondi police in a 
special operation led by the minister, Joseph 
Boahen Aidoo. 


A petrol tanker with the registration number WR4399Q which 
was being used by the gang in the execution of the deal was 
seized by the minister during the operation and later handed 
over to the police who have begun a special investigation into 
the deal that is believed to have caused the nation several billions 
of cedis. 


The minister, quoting an informant, said the tanker drivers 
who usually come to the depot to load fuel to other destinations 
in the region have been loading the fuel beyond the limit paid 
for. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


IVORY COAST 


a. Accord on draft peace deal: ivory Coast 
negotiators, trying to end a four-month civil rebellion 
that has left hundreds dead and thousands dis- 
placed, have reached a draft peace settlement, 
Prime Minister Affi Nguessan said, Jan 25. 


He did not give details of the agreement but confirmed that 
it had been reached during peace talks outside Paris. 


The accord is viewed as an ambitious step that seeks to 
resolve ethnic, regional and political tensions that have contrib- 
uted to years of bloodshed in Ivory Coast, once regarded as a 
haven of stability in the volatile West Africa. 


Tousaint Alain, the official spokesman of Ivory Coast 
President, Laurent Gbagbo, cautiously welcomed the deal. 


“It is a step toward the return of peace in Ivory Coast," he 
said. "We welcome the accord with interest". 


Toussaint refused to speak about specifics, other than to say 
that Gbago, who is due to hold talks with President Jacques 
Chirac in Paris later would remain in power. 

“The final word on the accord lies with President Gbagbo 
and the ivorian people, who need to be consulted on the 
implementation of some of its principles," he added. 

Riots greet peace deal: Violent demonstrations erupted in 
Abidjan as thousands of people took to the streets in a second 
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day of protests over a French-brokered deal to end four months 
of fighting in Ivory Coast. 


Accusing France of forcing President Gbagbo fo accept a 
power-sharing agreement with rebels who attempted a coup in 
September 2002, the protesters, many armed with machetes 
and sticks, turned much of the capital into a riot zone. 


France threatened to reinforce its 2,500-strong peace-keep- 
ing force in the former West African colony as pro-government 
supporters set up roadblocks, randomly attacked foreigners and 
set fire to the French embassy. 


French security forces fired teargas and stun-grenades at 
thousands of protesters outside the embassy as military 
helicopters landed nearby to fortify the besieged embassy 
compound. French diplomats urged their nationals not to venture 
on to the streets, Air France cancelled its daily flight to Abidjan 
and Dominique de Villepin, French foreign minister, denounced 
the protests as being led by a "handful of extremists" bent on 
sabotaging the peace accord. 


President Gbagbo, who was in Paris to sign the new peace 
deal; appealed to Ivorians to restore calm after a blunt warning 
from President Chirac to rein in the extremists, Protests erupted 
as details emerged of the peace accord which Gbagbo’'s 
supporters denounced for giving away too much to the rebels. 


Ivory Coast security forces, accused of allowing protesters to 


break a strict night-time curfew to participate in street demon- 
strations, were equally disgruntled over the terms of the accord. 


"Certain points of the accord are humiliating to the security 
forces, the State, and the ivorian people,” the armed forces 
headquarters said in a communique. 


The Marcoussis Accords, named after the French rugby 
training centre south of Paris where the ten days of talks between 
government, opposition and rebel factions were heid, calis for 
the creation of a government of national unity and measures to 
defuse ethnic tension in the world’s iargest cocoa producer. 


Under its provisions, Gbagbo, who came to power in a flawed 
2000 polis, will remain President. But he has been forced to 
share power with a new Prime Minister and a government of 
national unity in which the main opposition and rebel groups will 
hold key ministerial posts. Hundreds of people have died and 
up to a million people have been displaced in the fighting. 


The accord also seeks to reduce ethnic tensions in the 
country, where up to 4 million of the 16 million population are 
immigrants. 


France raises pitch in peace bid: French President 
Jacques Chirac has appealed for an end to Ivory Coast's bloody 
four-month conflict and told rival factions in peace talks near 
Paris that it was time to bury their differences, it was reported, 
Jan 22, 


in a further push to seek a peace accord ahead of the 
January 25-26 summit of African leaders in Paris, the Elysee 
Palace said Chirac would receive Ivorian President Laurent 
Gbabgo, Jan 24, for last-minute talks. 

in a new West African unrest, Liberian rebels seized a border 
town in an attack from Ivory Coast that left at least one dead, 
Liberian President Charles Taylor's private radio station said. In 
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his most forthright comments since French-hosted talks began 
Chirac said the ex-colonial power could mediate but it was up 
to Ivorians themselves to end the war in the worlc’s top 
cocoa-producer. 


"Ivory Coast is in a crisis of the kind to make the greet sage 
(founding President Felix) Houphouef-Boigny turn in his grave,” 
he said. Violence triggered by a failed September 19 coup has 
killed hundreds in the country. 


"in the current situation, we must trust the traditional African 
wisdom. That's what we are doing at Marcoussis by bringing all 
the ivorian groups together,” he said of the village near the venue 
for the closed-door talks. Gbagbo’s adviser in Paris said after 
the talks that tangible progress was being made. 


"Things will go more quickly from now on. Things are 


progressing, they are moving in the right direction and they are - 


going as they should be, with respect for the (existing Ivory 
Coast) institutions", Toussaint Alain said. 


France’s 2,500 troops on the ground are vital to containing 
the conflict in a country with 20,000 French citizens, but Paris 
has sought to preempt accusations of meddling by staying out 
of the negotiations. 


Delegation sources have reported progress on core griev- 
ances such as disputed nationality clauses and eligibility for high 
public office, but no formal accords as yet. Participants have 
Said that the talks have not formaily addressed rebel demands 
that Gbagbo must step down or heed calls by opposition leaders 
for early polls. The scheduling of Gbagbo’s visit raised the 
prospect of an early conclusion to talks that were to run until 
Jan 24. 


"If work can be finished before January 24, so much the 
better of course. It would show that an accord has been reached 
more easily," spokesman Francois Rivasseau said. 


Participants said there was consensus on the need to review 
a nationality code which originally meant anyone who lived in 
Ivory Coast could become Ivorian by choice. Since then, 
blood-line-based clauses have been adopted under which even 
children born in Ivory Coast of foreign parents count as 
foreigners. 


Ivorian accord falters, French nationals flee: ivory 
Coast's peace accord neared collapse as several political parties 
joined the army to oppose giving key ministries to rebels under 
a deal that has ignited ethnic clashes and anti-French riots. 


Former colonial power France, which brokered the agree- 
ment and has sent 2,500 soldiers to the West African country 
has started evacuating thousands of its citizens. A group of 264 
French nationals, mainly women and children, flew into Paris 
after fleeing the troubled west African state of Ivory Coast. 


Opponents of the deal say Paris pushed President Laurent 
Gbagbo into agreeing to give too much to rebels as a price for 
ending the four-month-old conflict in the world’s biggest cocoa 
producer-—~including the defence and interior ministers. 


The army has rejected these key cabinet posts being given 
to rebels. It has also dismissed suggestions that it would 
demobilize its forces in the same way as the rebels. "The parts 
of this accord relating to the armed forces are not applicable," 
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army spokesman Jules Yao Yao said. "They will not be applied 
if they are not revised". Interior minister Paul Yao N’Dre 
described the accord as unconstitutional and ” a permanent 
danger for Ivory Coast". 


Gbabgo's ruling party and four others that signed the deal 
at the weekend said in a Paris statement they opposed giving 
the security ministries to the rebels. That aspect had been 
decided at a West African summit without their consent, they 
added, while maintaining that they remained committed to the 
powersharing pact. 


"It was the summit of heads of state which....allocated the 
post of defence and interior ministry of the MPCI (rebel 
movement). This decision was taken against the letter and spirit 
of the Marcoussis agreement”, they said, referring to the French 
town where details of he peace deal were worked out recently. 
The rebels, who were not represented at the Paris news 
conference where the statement was read out, say they will not 
renegotiate a peace deal they have already agreed to. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras and Statesman, Calcutta, 
[Background Info. Ivory Coast, page 941:a] 


KENYA 


a. Minister killed in plane crash: One cabinet 
minister was killed and four other ministers were 
injured when their light aircraft crashed on take-off, 
Jan 24. 


Labour minister Ahmed Khalif was confirmed dead at the 
scene, along with both pilots. 


Unconfirmed reports suggested three other passengers had 
also been killed. 


Ministers Raphael Tuju, Joshua Toro, Lina Kilimo and Martha 
Karua were rescued from the wreckage, at Busia airstrip, and 
taken to the local district hospital after being given first aid. 


One of the pilots was identified as Abdikadir Mahat Kuno, 
son of millionaire Mahat Kuno Roble. 


The ministers were on their way back to Nairobi from a party 
at the rural home of their cabinet colleague, home affairs minister 
Moody Awori, at Funyala. 


b. Kenyatta university students on rampage: 
Rioting Kenyatta University students, Jan 26, par- 
alysed transport on the busy Thika highway to press 
for the reinstatement of their union. 


Kenya Broadcasting Corporation (KBC) and Nation Televi- 
sion cameraman were injured when the students pelted them 
with stones. 


~The KBC cameraman was on the fly-over filming the rioting 
students when one of them hit him with a sling propelled stone 
on the head. 


The students cheered as the bleeding cameraman dropped 
his equipment and fell. He bled profusely before he was rushed 
to hospital. 

Nation TV's Wangui Muchiri lost her shoes as the angry 
students pelted journalists with stones, accusing them of 
betraying them to the university's administration. 
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c. Priest arrested for links with Mungiki: A 
senior clergyman with Pentecostal Church of Africa 
has been. arrested in Maragua district for his 
association with the unregistered Mungiki sect. 


The clergyman was thrown into the cells, Jan 24, moments 
after he presented himself to the police to inquire why he was 
being sought. Security sources said the clergyman was being 
sought by police after he allegedly attended several Mungiki sect 
meetings where oath-taking was done. 


Confirming the arrest, Maragua district police chief Ms 
Rebecca Mulle said police are interested to know more about 
the sect from the priest. 


She said the police had information on how the priest at one 
of the sect meetings was given water and a piece of meat during 
an oathing session. 


Ms Mulle said the force will continue to flush out Mungiki 
sect followers from their hideouts and appealed to the public to 
assist police with information. 


in Laikipia, self-confessed Mungiki sect members over the 
weekend continued to surrender to the police as the February 
11 dead-line approached. 


The government recently promised not to prosecute the sect 
members who surrender by February 11, warning of stern action 
against those who fail to own up. : 


Twelve more members of the sect surrendered to the police 
in the district recently bringing to 75 the number of members 
who have owned up since the crackdown on them started three 
weeks ago. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras and East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Kenya, page 942:b] 


LIBYA 


a. Libya elected to head UN human rights 
body: Libya was elected, Jan 20, chairman of the 
UN's top human rights body despite fierce opposi- 
tion from the US which considers the country a 
rogue state with a dismal rights record. 


The Libyan ambassador, Najat Al-Haijjaji, was supported in 
a secret ballot by 33 members of the 53-nation UN Human Rights 
Commission, while three countries voted against and 17 
abstained. 


Breaking the tradition of agreeing on appointments by 
consensus, the US called for the vote to highlight its opposition 
to the nomination. 

Libya, the sole candidate, was proposed by South Africa on 
behalf of the African groups, whose turn it was to make the 
nomination under a system of annual rotation among the five 
main geographical regions. South Africa's ambassador described 
the precedent-setting vote called by Washington as ‘regrettable’, 
stressing that the traditional method was "tried and tested". 

But the United States, which holds Libya responsible for the 
1988 bombing of a PanAm jet over Lockerbie, Scotland, has 
maintained that Libya is a well-known "abuser of human rights". 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras) 
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MALAWI 


a. Nacala-Malawi railway reopens: The railway 
from the northern Mozambican port of Nacala to 
landlocked Malawi has reopened after a serious 
derailment closed it to traffic for three weeks, it was 
reported, Jan 28. f 


A press release issued by the Mozambican ports -and 
rail company, CFM, announced that work on repairing the 
line was concluded, Jan 27, and it was declared open to 
traffic again. 


However the derailed locomotives are still lying by the side 
of the tracks. Operations to remove them will be resumed 
immediately, the CFM release said. 


The derailment, involving a goods train with two locomotives, 
occurred at Mutivaze, about 30 kilometres west of Nampula city, 
during torrential rains brought by tropical depression "Delfina" 
on January 5. 


Heavy rains are continuing in Nampula province, and CFM 
said that its crews will drive their trains carefully to avoid any 
further interruptions to. traffic. The company promises to keep 
its clients informed on a daily basis. 


The most serious impact of the line closure was on 
emergency operations in Malawi. Food for Malawians at risk 
of famine could not be transported alorig the railway, and so 
shiploads of grain had to be diverted away from Nacala to 
Dar-es-Salaam. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


MAURITANIA 


a. Food distribution agreement with WFP: An 
agreement to distribute 13,500 mt of food to 
thousands of Mauritanians in the Assaba region and 
the adjoining Brakna and Tagant regions has been 
signed between the World Food Programme (WFP) 
and World Vision Mauritania. 


The drought relief programme valued at US $5.7 million is 
expected to benefit at least 88,800 people who are at risk of 
starvation over nine months, World Vision reported, Jan 21. _ 


"The rations include cereals, beans, oil, wheat-soya 
blend, and sugar. This is the first time in World Vision 
Mauritania’s 20 year history that the agency has been 
awarded such a large general food distribution contract from 
WFP," the NGO said. 


Mauritania lies at the epicentre of West Africa’s food crisis 
with an estimated 420,000 people out of a total population of 
2.7 million at risk of starvation. In January 2002, a freak rain 
storm killed nearly 120,000 cattle, sheep and goats on which 
households depend between harvests. 

"The storm rotted already dry pasturelands and destroyed 
about a quarter of all harvested crops. Then, in June and July 
2002, late, low and erratic rainfall delayed the start of the 
cropping season, possibly for good in some areas. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
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MOROCCO 


a. Security council agrees to extend man- 
date: Members of the UN Security Council, Jan 
23, said they agreed to extend the mandate of the 
UN mission in Western Sahara to give the parties 
time to consider the proposal presented by UN 
envoy James A Baker Ill. 


The current president of the council, ambassador Jean-Marc 
de La Sablire of France, said in a press statement that members 
welcomed the Secretary-General’s report of January 16 concern- 
ing Western Sahara and agreed with his observation that the 
responsibility for a solution rested solely with the parties. 


Members recalled the need to release without further delay 
all remaining prisoners of war in compliance with international 
humanitarian law. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
(Background Info. Morocco, page 943:a] 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Verdict in Cardoso case on Jan 31: The 
verdict in the trial of six men accused of killing 
Mozambican journalist Carlos Cardoso will be 
announced on January 31. 


Meanwhile, according to the state-owned AIM news service, 
law enforcement authorities have opened a separate case file 
on the murder, in which Nymphine Chissano, a son of 
Mozambican President Joaquim Chissano, is considered a prime 
suspect. Chief prosecutor Mourao Baluce argued in his closing 
statement that the months-long public trial had proven the six 
defendants were guilty of the November 2000 murder. He asked 
Judge Augusto Paulino to impose the maximum sentence of 24 
years without parole. 


According to Baluce, plans to assassinate Cardoso were 
hatched during several meetings held in a Maputo hotel room 
beginning in July 2000. All six men on trial took part in one or 
more of those meetings, he said. 


Baluce argued that the six conspired to kill Cardoso because 
of his aggressive coverage of a 1996 banking scandal in which 
US$14 million was siphoned from the state-controlled Commer- 
cial Bank of Mozambique (BCM). 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Mozambique, page 931:a] 


NIGERIA 


a. Obasanjo candidacy challenged: Former 
Vice-President of Nigeria Alex Ekwueme launched 
a court battle, Jan 20, challenging President 
ann Obasanjo’s candidacy for re-election later 
in 


The lawsuit filed in the Abuja High Court came amid charges 
from a coalition of human rights and other groups detailing 
intimidation and fraud alfegediy used to tilt the ruling party 
nomination in the President's favour. 
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An Obasanjo campaign spokesman, Akin Osuntokum, re- 
jected the charges, calling the Jan 5 party vote "relatively fair, 
open and objective". He called the lawsuit "unfortunate and 
regrettable". In court documents, Ekwueme accused Peoples 
Democratic Party officials of hand-picking delegates who elected 
Obasanjo as the party’s candidate. 


Obasanjo scored 77 per cent in the party vote compared to 
17 per cent for Ekwueme, the runner-up. 


Former rebel in presidential poll fray: The former army 
colonel who led a bloody secessionist war three decades ago 
kicked off his campaign for Nigeria’s presidency, Jan 24, urging 
members of his tribe to join in pushing for more regional 
autonomy for the breakaway Biafra region. 


Chief Odumegwu Ojukwu—who in 1967 declared Baiafra 
independent from Nigeria—said the reason he chose to run for 
President was to “protect the marginalized and neglected Ibos 
who have been cheated by other tribes that have held presidency 
for a long time”. 


Ojukwu, 69, told 5,000 people at a political rally for the All 
Progressive Grand Alliance in the south-eastern city of Aba to 
“pe good Ibos first and good Nigerians second". Ibo nationalists 
have long complained that successive military and civilian 
regimes led by members of other Nigerian ethnic groups have 
squandered the profits from oil and other minerals from their 
region. 


[Background Info. Nigeria, page 944:a] 


b. Scribe behind ‘Miss World’ riots speaks 
out: The journalist who sparked the Miss World 
riots in Nigeria has spoken for the first time about 
her ordeal. 


Isioma Daniel, 21, said she felt "guilty" as well as "angry and 
upset" that the comments she made in a newspaper in November 
2002, provoked the unrest which left more than 220 people dead. 


Daniel was forced to flee after the Islamist state government 
in northern Nigeria issued a fatwa urging Muslims to kill her. 


The furore was caused by an article in the national This 
Day newspaper in which Daniel claimed that Prophet Moham- 
med would not have complained about the Miss World contest 
and "would probably have chosen a wife" from one of the 
contestants. 


The comments triggered three days of religious rioting and 
the Miss World pageant eventually had to be shifted to London, 
where it was held on December 7, 2002. 


Speaking on Radio 4's To Day programme, Ms Daniel 
admitted she felt “guilty” but said Nigeria’s politicians also had 
to shoulder part of the blame. 


" felt very guilty that something | had written had caused all 
this havoc. But my guilt sort of went away. | felt angry. When | 
heard about the fatwa | just got even angrier. it was completely 
unnecessary and ridiculous. 


"The politicians seemed to show more remorse for losing the 
Miss World pageant to London than for the fact that Nigerians 
were killed". 
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Ms Daniel also spoke of her life in hiding, in an unidentified 
Western country. "I'm very careful," she said. “"I} don’t let any 
body know who | am or why I’m here". 


(SOURCE: Daily Telegraph, London and Hindu, Madras) 
{Background Info. Nigeria, page 906:a] 


RWANDA 


a. Genocide suspect dies: Bishop Samuel 


Musabyimana, a genocide suspect who was await- 
ing trial before the International Criminal Tribunal 


for Rwanda (ICTR) in Arusha, died, Jan 24. 


The tribunal announced that Musabyimana died at the 
Kilimanjaro Christian Medical Centre in Moshi "after a long 
illness". He is a former Anglican bishop of the diocese of 
Shyogwe in Rwanda. He is the first accused person to die in 
ICTR detention. Musabyimana, 47, was arrested in the Kenyan 
capital, Nairobi, on April 26, 2001. He appeared before the UN 
court on May 2, 2001 and pleaded not guilty to four counts, 
including genocide, conspiracy to commit genocide and crimes 
against humanity. The ICTR said Musabyimana’s close family 
members were with him during his illness. 


The UN Security Council established the ICTR in 1995 to 
try the alleged perpetrators of the 1994 genocide in Rwanda, 
which claimed some 800,000 lives. Since its inception, the 
court has handed down nine judgments - eight convictions and 
an acquittal. 


b. Rwanda to release over 30,000 genocide 
Suspects: Rwanda will begin implementing a 
“presidential decree for the provisional release of 
over 30,000 genocide suspects, Jan 23. 


The suspects include minors and those who risk staying 
longer in detention than sentences provided for crimes they 
allegedly committed. The suspects will initially be sent to 
solidarity camps for "a familiarisation process on life outside 
prison." Rwandan President, Paul Kagame issued a decree on 
January 1, ordering the release of genocide suspects who are 
physically incapable of standing trial, minors and those who run 
the risk of serving longer in detention than sentences provided 
for, were they to be convicted. 


Some 3,752 suspects are expected to be released, Jan 23. 
The decree will also benefit suspects in detention for treasonable 
offences. Over 100,000 genocide suspects await trial in crowded 
Rwandan jails. A new justice system based on traditional 
Rwandan community justice was launched in June,2002 to speed 
up the trial of genocide cases. The new courts are known as 
Gacaca. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
{Background Info. Rwanda, page 944:a] 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Paul Koroma, 17 others arrested: Johnny 
Paul Koroma, the former junta leader, was 
reported to be under police arrest following the 
cae of his oeeur at Juba in Freetown, 

an 
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According to reliable police sources, his house was raided 
by security police on a tip-of from an informant who reported 
that the accused was in possession of certain items allegedly 
belonging to the military. 


The report further disclosed that a quantity of army uniforms 
and rifles were reportedly recovered from the residence of the 
accused. 


He is currently in police custody along with seventeen other 
individuals whose identities are yet to be disclosed. 


Whether the arrests are linked to a coup plot by the erstwhile 
junta leader is yet to be confirmed by the authorities. 


(SOUCE: Hindu, Madras and East African, Nairobi) 


SOMALIA 


a. Committee proposes delegates for So- 
maliland: Somali leaders attending the peace talks 
in the Kenyan town of Eldoret have proposed that 
extra delegates be allowed to represent the self-de- 
a republic of Somaliland in northwestern 

omalia. 


Col Abdullahi Yusuf Anmad, the president of the self-declared 
autonomous region of Puntland, northeastern Somalia said, Jan 
27, that the leaders’ committee had agreed to propose to the 
Inter-Governmental Authority on Development technical commit- 
tee "to give Somaliland 50 extra delegates and five members in 
the leaders’ committee”. The leaders’ committee comprises 
representatives of faction leaders, the Transi tional National 
Government and five members of civil society. 


Abdullahi Yusuf said the leaders arrived at the decision for 
the sake of Somali unity. "We don’t want to form a government 
without Somaliland," he said. "We should involve them and 
consult them. This kind of incentive is for the sake of Somali 
unity." He added that it was now up to the technical committee 
to take a decision. 


Reacting to the call for the inclusion of Somaliland in the 
talks, the Somaliland minister of water and mineral resources, 
Mahmud Abdi Farah, said the Somaliland people had made their 
decision, put in place a constitution to govern themselves, and 
held free and fair elections, official Radio Hargeysa reported, 
Jan 26. 


{Background Info. Somalia, page 945:a] 


b. War veteran trains US troops for Baghdad 
street fighting: Young troops huddle around and 
listen closely to their grizzled sergeant, a hero of 
the bloody firefight in Somalia that has become 
known simply as "Black Hawk down". 


"{ can't tell you what the threat will be for you", battalion Sgt 
Maj Robert Gallagher, 40, said in a voice as gritty as the sand 
of the Kuwaiti desert. "But the decisions you make will be ones 
you live with for the rest of your life". 


Friend or foe? Civilian or combatant? Kill, handcuff or ignore? 


Such decision need to be made in a split-second by soldiers 
barely out of their teens if they enter the confused, supremely 
risky battlefield that Maj Gallagher is training them to survive— 
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urban warfare, possibly in the streets of Baghdad. Deep in the 
desert south of the Iraqi border, where the United States is 
massing tens of thousands of troops, Gen Gallagher’s battalion, 
Task Force 315 of the Army’s 3rd infantry division, is honing 
skills to fight street to street, building to building. 


Training around the clock at an old mining camp and a mock 
village vaguely resembling a film set, the soldiers practice how 
to move smoothly through streets clocked by cars, check for 
boobytraps before kicking through doors and to identify enemies 
dressed as civilians. Maj Gallagher leans on lessons learned 
from October 3, 1993, when Somalis shot down two Black Hawk 
helicopters taking part in a mission to capture Gen Mohammed 
Farah Aideed, a warlord deemed a menace to US-led 
peacekeeping operations. 


Maj Gallagher was part of the ground force of humvess and 
trucks. They came under withering fire as they tried to rescue 
the trapped helicopter crew. Eighteen Americans died that day, 
including six of Maj Gallagher's men. He was wounded in the 
hand, arm and neck. An estimated 300 Somalis were killed and 
700 wounded during the 12-hour firefight, many of them women 
and children, Gen Aideed’s forces used as human shields. 


“it was the best day of my life because | saw my men perform 
under extreme stress as they were trained to do," Maj Gallagher 
said. “It was the worst day because | lost soldiers". The battle, 
documented in the book and film Black Hawk Down, ted to a US 
pullout from Somalia and raised questions about peacekeeping 
and urban tactics employed by US forces hitherto focused on 
repelling a massive Soviet invasion of Gerrnany. 


Maj Gallagher’s role is documented in the book, but he 
does not appear as a character in the movie. The military has 
since taken on numerous peacekeeping missions—in Haiti, 
Bosnia and Kosovo——and ones where the line between fighting 
and keeping civil order have been less clear, such as 
Afghanistan. 


The military can expect a mix if President George W Bush 
orders as invasion to eliminate Hussein’s alleged weapons of 
mass destruction. Since he would be outgunned in a desert tank 
battle and has virtually no Air Force since the Gulf War, Saddam 
may try to draw US forces into a tattle in Baghdad, hoping 
casualties among US troops and Iraqi civilians would erode 
Bush's support at home and abroad. 


Maj Gallagher's battalion of the Srd Infantry Division's 2nd 
brigade has shifted gears from participating in the military's 
biggest infantry exercise since the Gulf War to preparing for city 
fighting. 


c. Parents abandon their kids: Somali parents 
are paying smugglers up to 10,000 dollars to 
abandon their children at airports in Europe and 
North America in the desperate hope they will be 
RS n according to a UN report publish- 
ed, Jan 17. 


Families hope the child traffickers wil! rescue their sons and 
daughters from the anarchy gripping their homeland, but for 
some teenagers the journey ends in prostitution, criminality or 
even murder, the report said. Somalis make up one of the biggest 
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groups of unaccompanied children migrating to the United States 
and Europe, but despite a growing debate on immigration from 
poor countries to the West, little is known about the trafficked 
teenagers. 


Spirited away by smugglers, Somali children are forced to 
memorise a new name and an imaginary family history to trick 
the authorities before being dumped at airports or rail stations. 


According to the report "A Gap in their Hearts: the experience 
of separated Somali children," immigration officials often suc- 
ceed in reuniting the children, some as young as two, with 
relatives in the host country. 


While the lucky ones are cared for by their extended families, 
some are simply used in rackets to claim government welfare 
payments, treated as pariahs by their own communities. 


“Often the family just wants social service benefits, and does 
not give the child any affection or proper attention", Dahabo Isa, 
of the Somali Development Organization, a British charity, was 
quoted as saying, "I have heard of suicide cases, where these 
young Somali children attempt to kill themselves”. 


(SOURCE: Asian Age, New Delhi, Deccan Herald, Bangalore 
and East African, Nairobi) 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Mbeki says no to war on Iraq: President- 
Thabo Mbeki made an eloquent call, Jan 24, that 
the Iraq question be resolved peacefully through 
the United Nations, and not through war. 


Writing in the African National Congress's on-line publication 
ANC Today, under the headline "The promise of a world free of 
war," Mbeki said the Iraq issue was more than a decade old, 
and concerned the United Nations Security Councils decision 
that iraq should be disarmed of ail nuclear, chemical and 
biological weapons of mass destruction. 


Some countries have charged that Iraq has failed to disarm 
as required, and so the Security Council adopted a new 
resolution, providing for the current "thoroughgoing weapons 
inspection process". 


Mbeki said it had also been argued that Iraq could only be 
disarmed by force, and "some governments have stated their 
readiness to go to war against Iraq, with the additional aim of 
changing the government of that country." 


In regard to the prospect of war, Mbeki said: "Our movement 
(the ANC) is keenly interested that the objective of the 
destruction of any weapons of mass destruction that Iraq might 
have achieved. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


SUDAN 


a. Sharia row threatens peace talks: Sudan's 
government has angrily dismissed rebe! demands 
that Islamic (or Sharia law) should not be enforced 
in the capital, Khartoum. 
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Khartoum should have a special status if all Sudanese are 
to feel at home there, ANB-BIA quoted the Christian and 
traditionalist Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) as saying. 


Sudanese Vice-President Ali Uthman Muhammad Taha, who 
was speaking as peace talks with the SPLA were set to resume 
in neighbouring Kenya on January 23, conveyed the government 
refusal. 


The division of oil wealth and political power between the 
south and the Muslim north are other key issues to be tackled 
in the talks. 


The two sides have agreed to observe a ceasefire for the 
duration of the talks, but both have accused each other of 
launching attacks in the oil-producing south, ANB-BIA said. 


The peace talks were postponed two weeks ago after the 
government refused to include three regions in central Sudan in 
the discussions. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Sudan, page 933:a] 


SWAZILAND 


a. Government given an ultimatum: A un- 
precedented alliance of teachers, workers, employ- 
ers, churches ‘and activists has given Swaziland 
Prime Minister Sibusiso Dlamini until January 20 to 
urgently address the "disastrous state of affairs" in 
the kingdom. 


The Swaziland Coalition of Concerned Civic Organisations 
(SCCCO) alliance, comprising powerful civic groups, said, Jan 
16, it had been forced to issue the ultimatum to protect 20,000 
jobs that will be lost as a result of threatened international trade 
sanctions by major trade partners. 


The threatened trade sanctions follow concern at an apparent 
breakdown in the rule of law, deepening government maladmin- 
istration, a deteriorating macro-economic environment and the 
growing threat to the American duty-free trade privileges in the 
General System Preferences (GSP) and African Growth Oppor- 
tunities Act (AGOA). 

SCCCO said it feared at least 20, 000 jobs would immediately 
be lost if Swaziland is kicked out of AGOA and GSP. 

The alliance added that a number of local NGOs are already 
facing dramatic cuts in financial assistance by international 
donors, who are threatening to pull out of the kingdom. 

(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info, Swaziland, page 933:a] 


UGANDA 


a. Kony rebels kill Pader speaker: Lord’s 
Resistance Army rebels, Jan 11, abducted the 
aa speaker of Pader and later tortured him to 
eath. 


Phillips Odongo Opio Onyango, who also was LC-V councillor 
for Patongo sub-county, was buried at his ancestral home in 
Patongo sub-county. 
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The sources said the incident took place in Alwa Parish, Ligi 
- Ligi, 12 km south of Adilang sub-county in Agago. 


In another incident, the LRA , Jan 11, raided Kitgum town 
at mid-night and abducted more than 30 civilians, including 
prison warder Tolbert Ogaba. 


b. UPDF kills 3 rebels: The Uganda People’s 
Defence Forces (UPDF) have killed three LRA 
rebels, captured two and recovered ammunition 
including a B10 gun, security sources said, Jan 15. 


The UPDF also rescued four abductees in a battle that took 
place at Okwang sub-county in Lira district, Jan 12, at the 
Lira~Pader district borders. 


The battle follows the infiltration of a group of LRA rebels 
from Pader district into Lira district, Jan 11. 


The UPDF fourth division spokesman, Lt. Paddy Ankunda, 
said the rebels looted some food but were forced to drop it. 


Residents of Okwang and Adwari sub-counties are reported 
to have fled their villages to go to Lira town for refuge. Security 
sources told The New Vision that some people were abducted 
by the rebels fo carry their loot. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


ZAMBIA 


a. Corrupt minister nabbed: Zambian authori- 
ties have concluded a three-month manhunt for a 
former government minister wanted on charges of 
corruption. 


He was found hiding under a shrub in a village, it was 
reported, Jan 18. 


AFP reported that Katele Kalumba, who had served as 
finance minister and foreign minister, was arrested in a town 
near the Congolese border and taken to Lusaka. 


Among other charges, he is accused of corruption involving 
some 53-billion kwacha and for allegedly helping a former 
intelligence chief steal cars, motorcycles and boats. 


Police spokesman Brenda Mutemba said the police faced 
some unusual challenges in their search. 


Kalumba was discovered wearing traditional charms around 
his waist, neck and arms that were intended to make him 
invisible, Mutemba said. 


He had also attached a charmed string with beads to his 
laptop computer so he could use it in the unelectrified village to 
monitor his pursuers. 


AFP quoted Mutemba as saying that police had difficulty 
arresting Kalumba because he used the charms to disappear 
whenever they approached. 

But he was nabbed after villagers pointed out to police that 
he was lying invisible under a shrub, she said. 

Kalumba has pleaded not guilty to the charges. 

However, he told The Fost in an interview that he was 
relieved to be captured as he believed he was now safe from 
an alleged assassination plot. 


P aal 


(SOURCE: Post, Lusaka) 
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ZIMBABWE 


a. Tsvangirai attacks Mbeki, Obasanjo: 
Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) leader 
Morgan Tsvangirai has fired a broadside at 
Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo and South 
African president Thabo Mbeki for plotting to 
legitimise President Mugabe’s rule ahead of the 
ae a troika meeting in Pretoria 
in March. , 


The troika, which consists of Mbeki and Obasanjo together 
with Australia’s Premier John Howard, will decide whether to 
continue Zimbabwe's suspension from the councils of the 
Commonwealth. 


Addressing diplomats, Jan 23, Tsvangirai, in a demonstration 
of growing irritation at Mbeki and Obasanjo's failure to outrightly 
censure Mugabe, described the two Presidents’ action as a 
“cynical and cruel act of deception”. 

"Tragically," he said, “supposedly leading countries in 
Africa, such as South Africa and Nigeria are now in the 
forefront, chiding the international community for its condem- 
nation of the brutal Mugabe regime, denying the existence of 
the tragic circumstances in which Zimbabweans find them- 
selves, cheering Mugabe in the name of a dubious African 
brotherhood to go on perpetrating the outrage and waiting for 
the policies of the regime to produce mass graves which they 
regard as an adequate and sufficient definition of the existence 
of a crisis in Zimbabwe". 


b. Mugabe vows never to go into exile: 
President Mugabe insisted that he would “never, 
never, never" go into exile. 


He was responding for the first time to reports in The Times 
and other media outlets that two top members of his regime had 
offered his resignation to help to resolve the county's deepening 
political and economic crisis, it was reported, Jan 16. 


" am not retiring", Mugabe insisted at a press conference 
in Zambia on his return from a holiday in the Far East. | only 
heard about that (his alleged resignation offer) in the papers. 
There is absolutely no truth in it. 

"Only a few months ago, the people elected me to serve 
them and it would be absolutely counter-revolutionary and 
foolhardy of me to step down". 


"| fought for Zimbabwe and when | die, | will be buried in 
Zimbabwe". He accused the British government of inspiring 
the reports. "| am not used to answering questions about 
nightmares which are dreamt at Number 10 Downing Street,” 
he said. i 

In a weekend interview with The Times, Morgan Tsvangi- 
rai, the leader of the opposition Movement for Democratic 
Change, said that General Vitalis Zvinavashe, Zimbabwe's 
armed forces chief, and Emmerson Mnangagwa, third-in-line 
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for the ruling Zanu (PF) party, had offered him Mugabe’s 
resignation aspartofadealleadingtoatransitionalgovernment 
andnewelections. 

[Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 947:a] 


c. Foreigners arrested: Five foreigners be- 
lieved to be partners of the Lutheran World 
Federation (LWF), a Christian developmental 
organisation, were searched and had part of their 
luggage confiscated by the police in Zvishavane, 
Jan A Deor being placed under "house arrest” 
at a hotel. 


Three Zimbabweans, a Daily News reporter, Fanuel 
Jongwe, 30, and two drivers from the Lutheran Development 
Services (LDS), were also caught in the net, but had not been 
charged. 


The LDS oversees the federation’s developmental projects 
in the Midlands and Matabeleland South provinces. 


Reports in the State-controlled Sunday Mail suggested that 
the five were journalists on a mission to write stories to tarnish 
the image of the government, while those close to the 
delegation said the five worked for radio stations and 
magazines. 


The foreigners—one each from the United States, Kenya, 
Finland and two German citizens—were still at the Hotel Nilton 
by January 26 night. 


"We were ordered not to leave the hotel,” said Jongwe, who 
was supposed to cover the tour. 


Although police spokesman, Assistant Commissioner Wayne 
Bvudzijena, declined to comment, he toid a British news agency, 
Reuters, that the group had not been arrested. 


"Technically they are not under arrest, but we picked them 
up on information that they entered the country under false 
pretences, declaring that they were working for some aid agency 
and they had come to monitor food distribution. 


d. Sacked editor wins fellowship: Geoffrey 
Nyarota, an award-winning Zimbabwean journalist 
and former editor of Daily News, has been awarded 
the Nieman Fellowship for journalism at Harvard 
University. 

He is to leave for the US soon, it was reported, Jan 26. 


Nyarota, 52, expressed delight at receiving the fellowship: "I 
am happy, especially as it comes at a time when | have been 
forsaken by my own people.” 


Nyarota was sacked as editor of the Daily News in December 
2002, for allegedly siding with workers who went on strike, 
leading to the paper not being printed for 10 days. 

During his stint as editor , he gained a reputation as a fearless 
critic of President Robert Mugabe’s Zanu-PF government. 


(SOURCE: Times, London and Statesman, Calcutta) 
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ANGOLA 


a. dos Santos to run for President: Angola's 
ruling MPLA party information secretary Norberto 
dos Santos "Kuata Kanawa”, reaffirmed, Feb 2, in 
Caxito, that Jose Eduardo dos Santos continued to 
be the party’s natural candidate for the presidential 
elections. 


He said unless the party leadership makes a different 
decision, the current MPLA president is the candidate for the 
elections. 


He denied rumours of militants complaining that the party is 
more and more distancing from the masses that are the 
guarantee of its victory. During his 48-hour visit to Caxito, "Kwata 
Kanawa” visited the local media orgnisations. 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


BENIN 


a. Four Presidents sign treaty on gas project: 
The Presidents of Benin, Ghana, Nigeria and Togo, 
Jan 31, signed the West Africa Gas Pipeline 
(WAGP) treaty to mark the commencement of work 
on the project. 


The 500 million-dollar project will serve mainly to generate 
electricity for industrial and domestic use by the four project 
countries through a 600-kilometre pipeline, drawing from 
Nigeria's natural gas reserves, estimated to exceed 159 trillion 
cubic feet. The project implementation will take off in August 
2003. 


It will be constructed, owned and operated by the West 
African Gas Pipeline Company Limited (WAPCO), a consortium 
made up of Chevron Nigeria Limited (36.7 per cent) Nigeria 
National Petroleum Corporation (25 per cent), Shell Nigeria (18 
per cent), Volta River Authority) 16.3 per cent), Togo and Benin 
.(2 per cent) each. 


The treaty establishes a comprehensive and harmonious 
legal, fiscal and regulatory framework for the project, including 
a single authority to oversee project development and opera- 
tions. 


The executive secretary of Ecowas, Dr Mohammed: Ibn 
Chambas said at the ceremony that the project represents a 
model of concrete regional integration for accelerated economic 
development and poverty alleviation, as well as effective 
public/private collaboration. 
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"t will supply the largest share of energy resources, 
dedicated to power generation in those countries and eventually 
for domestic use—and it is expected that in the long run, other 
Ecowas states would sign the project,” Chambas said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


BOTSWANA 


a. Opposition demands action on illegal 
immigrants: Opposition parties have urged Presi- 
dent Festus Mogae to convene an urgent meeting 
with his Zimbabwean counterpart, Robert Mugabe, 
to discuss the "invasion" of Botswana by illegal 
immigrants. 


Of late Botswana has had an influx of illegal immigrants 
mostly from Zimbabwe, it was reported, Jan 31. 


"This is a state-to-state problem, and the only thing that can 


- be done is for our President to convene an urgent meeting with 


his Zimbabwean counterpart, specifically to discuss the problem 
of the Zimbabwean illegal immigrants," the leader of the 
Botswana Alliance Movement (BAM), Ephraim Setshwaelo, said. 


"You cannot tolerate a situation where people are raiding 
the country without proper documents. This is a serious crime 
and the Zimbabwean government should also treat it as such. 
What has happened is that to some of them, it is like a joke.. 
They (Zimbabweans), just drop their things when they are 
repatriated and come back," Setshwaelo said. 


His comments came at a time when the department of 
immigration has said it was losing out on the war against 
Zimbabwean illegal immigrants who are flooding the country. 
"We are seriously losing out on our battle to deal with this 
(Zimbabwean) problem. The government cannot afford to deal 
with this problem alone. We need some support to deal with the 
situation,” the commissioner of immigration Roy Sekgororoane 
said. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Jonannesburg) 
[Background info. Botswana, page 949:a] 


BURKINA FASO 


a. WHO to provide meningitis vaccine: The 
World Health Organisation (WHO) will provide 
500,000 doses of vaccines to help Burkina Faso 
control a new strain of meningitis. 


A first shipment of 100,000 doses is expected in the capital, 
Ouagadougou, in the next days, WHO officials said, Feb 10. 
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The W135 strain has killed 244 people out of 1349 infected 
in the 2002-2003 meningitis season. "WHO has obtained the 
licence to make the vaccines available to contain a possible 
epidemic," the WHO representative in Burkina Faso, Mohamed 
Hacem, said, Feb 9. 


The Burkinabe health ministry, Feb 7, reported 369 cases of 
meningitis, including 58 deaths, between January 26 and 
February 2 . The disease had reached epidemic proportions in 
four of the country’s 53 districts, while seven were in the alert 
phase, said the ministry. The expected vaccines are part of the 
response to new outbreaks in Africe’s meningitis belt by WHO 
and its partners in the International Coordinating Group on 
Vaccine Provision for Epidemic Meningitis Control. They can be 
used against the A, C and W135 strains of the disease. 


"We will be vaccinating around affected areas," Hacem said. 
The new vaccine, he added, costs US$ 1.50 per dose. A vaccine 
covering only the W135 strain exists, but it costs between $5 
and $50 per dose, which places it out of the reach of most 
affected countries. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


BURUNDI 


a. Amnesty International urges deployment 
of ceasefire monitors: Signatories to a ceasefire 
agreement should take immediate action to prevent 
human rights abuses by their forces as the African 
Union (AU) prepares to send ceasefire monitoring 
troops to the country, according to Amnesty Inter- 
national (Al). 


Al said, Feb 5, that the AU should ensure that the ceasefire 
monitoring force had the mandate and the resources to protect 
human rights. It also urged the AU and the parties to the ceasefire 
agreement (signed in December 2002) to cooperate in investi- 
gating abuses, and to ensure that those suspected of being 
responsible were brought to justice. 


“The ceasefire agreement will mean virtuaily nothing to 
ordinary Burundians if the pattern of human rights abuses 
persists or even escalates," the human-rights group said. 


Thirty-five observers are due in Burundi "imminently", to be 
followed by a larger monitoring force, according to Al. 


“The deployment of the international observation force is a 
key component of the ceasefire agreement. It is a step eagerly 
awaited by some, feared or resisted by others and not least 
because of the immediacy it gives to the ultra~sensitive question 
of reform of the government armed forces," Al said. 


Ethiopia, South Africa and Mozambique to send troops 
to Burundi: The 7th ordinary session of the Central Organ of 
the Mechanism for Conflict Prevention, Management and 
Resolution that met at the head of state and government level 
on the occasion of the AU summit, Fet 3, issued a communique 
approving the deployment of troops from Ethiopia, South Africa 
and Mozambique. 
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AU current chairman and South African President Thabo 
Mbeki, Feb 3, said troops from South Africa, Ethiopia and 
Mozambique " should be deployed to make sure that the 
ceasefire is being observed." 


Opposition groups and the Transitional government of 
Burundi signed ceasefire agreements in October and December 
2002. The Central Organ requested South Africa, the current 
head of the AU, to ensure a speedy deployment of the troops 
and called on the Burundian parties to cooperate in the 
deployment process. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Burundi, page 949:a] 


CAMEROON 


a. Cameroon, Nigeria discuss Bakassi dis- 
pute: Nigerian and Cameroonian officials, Feb 4, 
began a second round of UN-supervised talks on 
their territorial dispute over the oil-rich Bakassi 
peninsula, amid optimism for a peaceful solution. 


The head of the Nigerian negotiating team, Bola Ajibola, 
said that a joint border demarcation team would work “in a 
manner that is mutually satisfactory and acceptable to the both 
parties." 


Amadou Ali, leader of the Cameroonian team to the talks, 
was also confident of success. “| am convinced that this meeting 
will take place under happy auspices in the spirit of openness," 
he said. 


The Nigeria~-Cameroon mixed commission was set up by the 
United Nations in 2002 in Geneva after Nigeria angrily rejected 
a World Court ruling which awarded the disputed peninsula to 
Cameroon. 


World Court rulings are without appeal. The Commission 
held its inaugural session in December 2002 in Yaounde during 
which it set up a sub-committee to demarcate the two countries’ 
1,800 kilometre land border. 


UN Secretary General Kofi Annan held talks in November 
2002 with the Presidents of both countries on the nine-year-old 
dispute over Bakassi, a 1,000 square kilometre strip of coastal 
swamp jutting into the Gulf of Guinea. During the January 7 to 
9 meeting in Geneva, the sub-commission adopted a work 
programme and a map. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
(Background Info. Cameroon, page 890:a] 


CHAD 


a. RSF protests against jailing of journalists: 
Reporters Sans Frontieres (RSF - Reporters without 
Borders) has condemned the sentencing of two 
journalists from the Chadian weekly, Notre Temps, 
to six months in prison for an article published in 
their periodical. 
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The weekly’s publisher, Nadjikimo Benoudjita, and its 
editor-in-chief, Mbainaye Betoubam, were also ordered, Feb 6, 
to pay damages worth over US $3,000 and suspended from 
exercising their profession for eight months by a court in 
Ndjamena, the Chadian capital. The court ordered the weekly 
closed for three months. 


"Nothing justifies this decision," RSF secretary-general 
Robert Menard said in a letter to Chadian President Idriss Deby. 


"Whatever the content of the offending article, imprisoning 
these two journalists is not acceptable." He added that 
“imprisonment as a condemnation of the peaceful expression of 
an opinion constitutes a severe violation of human rights”. 


According to RSF, the two journalists had been sued by Hadj 
Billy Douga, director of social affairs at the ministry for social 
action and mother-in-law of the President, for an article which 
reported that after losing a quantity of jewels, she had had the 
suspected thieves tortured. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Inquiry into massacre, cannibalism begins: 
The authorities in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo have opened a judicial inquiry into massa- 
cres and cannibalism perpetrated by Jean-Pierre 
Bemba’s Mouvement de Liberation du Congo (MLC) 
in Orientale_ province. . 

Speaking at a news conference, Jan 27, the interim state 
prosecutor, Tshibambe kia Pungwe, told reporters that his office 
had opened the inquiry "to find out more about the atrocities", 
which have been blamed on local rebel movements seeking to 
gain ground and mineral resources in the Ituri district of Orientale 
province. 


“The presence in Kinshasa of a delegation of our pygmy 
brothers, who were victims of these barbarous acts, will enable 
us to better establish the facts of this case in order to identify 
and pursue those responsible for these heinous acts," the 
Congolese daily L’Observateur quoted him as saying. 


[Background Info. Congo (DR), page 951:c] 

b. Tornado toll rises to 164 dead, 1,702 
injured: The toll from a tornado that that swept 
through an area surrounding the town of Yumbi in 
the northwest of Bandundu province, Feb 2, has 
left 164 people dead, 1,702 injured, 1,664 houses 
destroyed, government officials reported during an 
emergency meeting. 


"According to information received from emergency teams, 
we are fairly certain that the death toll from the tornado will not 
rise above the present figure of 164," Leonard Mashako Mamba, 
the health minister said, Feb 5. 


"Most of the deaths and injuries were caused by debris from 
huts and structures made of sticks." Preliminary reports had said 
that about 40 people had died. 
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Mamba said 217 of the injured were "serious cases". He said 
the rainstorm, Feb 2, had lasted 15 minutes and destroyed 
numerous schools. The villages of Molumbu, Nkolo, Bombala, 
Maboka, Bongembe, Nkombe and Botamba, all within a radius 
of 168 km from Yumbi (located about 300 km northeast of the 
capital, Kinshasa), were affected by the tornado. 


Emergency relief efforts have been under way since, Feb 3, 
including an airlift of some 800 mt of medicai supplies provided 
by an alliance of American churches from Kinshasa. 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


ERITREA 


a. Newly laid mines discovered in buffer 
zone: Newly laid landmines have been discovered 
in the 25-km security buffer zone separating 
Ethiopia and Eritrea, it was reported, Jan 31. 


The mines had been discovered in the western part of the 
buffer zone, but were believed to be the work of local armed 
factions rather than that of the army of either country, the UN 
Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) said, Jan 31. 


It added that it did not know who was to blame, but believed 
“elements” rather than the regular forces of the two countries 
were responsible. 


Phil Lewis, who heads the UN’s Mine Action Coordination 
Centre (MACC), said the newly laid mines had caused both 
deaths and serious injury. 

Although UNMEE’s 4,200 Blue Helmets patro! the temporary 
security zone, which was set up after the December 2000 peace 
deal, Eritrean militia police it. 


Lewis said that in 2002 some 12 landmine blasts had 
occurred in the western sector alone—an area which includes 
the contested village of Badme. He added that despite their best 
efforts, the de-mining teams could not fully guarantee the safety 
of boundary commission officials implementing the border 
demarcation. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 


ETHIOPIA 


a. ‘AU summit crucial’: Foreign affairs minister 
Kalombo Mwansa said the African Union’s first 
extraordinary meet in Addis Ababa, Feb 1, is crucial 
to set in motion the actual start of the continental 
body. 

Mwansa said when briefing Zambian journalists that the 
main purpose of the meeting was for all member states to agree 
on certain contentious clauses in the constitution at the AU's 
launch in South Africa in 2002. 


Mwansa said a committee of 15 foreign ministers met in 
Sun City, South Africa recently to propose amendments to 
controversial clauses in at least seven articles. Also to be 
discussed are modalities on the election of a chairman previously 
called secretary-general, his deputy and commissioners. 
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These proposals will be studied by the AU executive council 
comprising foreign affairs ministers from all member states and, 
later will be submitted to over 20 heads of state and government 
scheduled to meet from February 3-4. 


Mwansa said unlike it's predecessor the Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU) which was heavily criticised for failing to 
resolve conflicts, the AU would succeed by creating capacity in 
regional groupings. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 


GUINEA 


a. Yellow fever kills 24: An outbreak of yellow 
fever had killed 24 people by January 23 out of 
43 cases in southern Guinea’s Macenta and 
Kerouane prefectures, the World Health Organisa- 
tion (WHO) reported, Feb 3. 


The ministry of public health of Guinea reported the cases 
and laboratory confirmation was done by the Institut Pasteur in 
Dakar, Senegal and Lyon, France. 


"A mass vaccination campaign has begun in Macenta and 
nearby prefectures, targetting 600,000 people,” WHO said. 


"WHO and partners including Medecins Sans Frontires, 
Belgium, France and Switzerland are assisting the ministry of 
public health with operational and technical assistance and 
vaccine supplies for the campaign.” 


Macenta is near the Liberian border, while Kerouane is nearer 
to the border with Ivory Coast. Thousands of Liberian refugees 
have lived in Macenta. 


An effective vaccine for yellow fever has been available for 
60 years, but the number of people infected over the last 20 
years has increased and the viral disease fever is now once 
again a serious public health issue, according to WHO. 


Some 33 countries, with a population of 508 million, are at 
risk in Africa. Each year, about 200,000 people worldwide 
contract yellow fever and some 30,000 of them die. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


IVORY COAST 


a. African Union backs peace deal: African 
leaders attending an African Union (AU) summit in 
Addis Ababa have agreed to endorse a French- 
brokered peace agreement aimed at ending a 
four-month-old armed conflict in Ivory Coast, South 
African President Thabo Mbeki said, Feb 4. 


The agreement was signed on January 24, 2003 in 
Marcoussis, France, by Ivory Coast's main political parties and 
rebel groups. it was initialled by President Laurent Gbagbo at a 
January 25 summit of West African leaders, held also in France. 


"Since that agreement was arrived at there have been lots 
of demonstrations in the ivory Coast against it," Mbeki said at 
the end of the two-day summit. 
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"But the summit agreed that it provided the basis for the 


resolution of this conflict." It also called for an "enhanced 


involvement" by the AU. 


“There needs to be continuing negotiations with the govern- 
ment and with the rebels to see what amendments might need 
to be made so that the Marcoussis agreement becomes 
acceptable to everybody,” he said. “And that process has already 
started." 


"There will be adjustments to the Marcoussis agreement," 
added Mbeki, who is the current chairman of the AU. The Ivorian 
conflict began on September 19, 2002, as an uprising by 
members of the military—a coup attempt, according to the 
government——before developing into a full-fledged rebellion. 


Anti-French slogans in Abidjan: Tens of thousands of 
people marched through Ivory Coasts main city, Feb 1, calling 
for the death of the French President in the biggest demonstra- 
tion against the French-brokered peace accord. 


“Chirac is dead. Ivory Coast is free," marchers chanted, 
referring to the French President, Jacques Chirac. One protester 
dragged an iron tub filled with palm leaves that he said 
represented “all the baggage the French will take as they leave 
Ivory Coast". 


The march came a day after a violent mob invaded Abidjan’s 
international airport, storming planes on the tarmac and taunting, 
slapping and spitting at terrorized French families fleeing their 
former West African colony. Two French soldiers were injured 
by rocks thrown by the protesters. Initially, the demonstration, 
Feb 1, seemed peaceful. Many marchers—predominanily young 
men but also some young women and adolescents—appeared 
unarmed. The tone was fiercely anti-French. 


(SOURCE: Hinz, Madras and East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Ivory Coast, page 953:a] 


KENYA 


a. Police shoot Mungiki sect suspect: Ten- 
sion reigned high in Dandora estate, Feb 9, after 
police gunned down a member of a suspected 
Mungiki gang that attacked a bus. 


The slain Mungiki adherent is the fourth sect member to be 
killed by police after members of the outlawed sect hacked two 
police officers and set their bodies ablaze, Feb 5. 


Heavily armed police officers manned all Matatu termini as 
ordered by the provincial police officer, Stephen Kimenchu and 
the provincial commissioner, Cyrus Maina recently. The duo 
deciared that only Matatu crew who show proof of employment 
will be allowed and any criminal will be arrested or shot if they 
defy the order. 


According to Buru Buru divisional criminal investigations 
officer, Sebastian Ndaru, "a five-man gang armed with pangas 
and other crude weapons were challenged to stop by police 
officers but instead one of them attacked the officers with a 
panga. He was gunned down by police in self-defence." 
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b. Hundreds of girls run away to evade FGM: 
As the world marked the international day against 
female genital mutilation (FGM), Feb 6, hundreds 
of girls in Kenya’s Rift Valley Province were running 
away from homes to escape the practice, according 
to human rights sources. 


Several hundred primary schoolgirls are said to be "holed-up" 
in churches in Narok and Kajiado districts after escaping FGM 
` being practised in their communities. FGM was formally 
outlawed in Kenya with the introduction of the Children’s Acct, 
passed by parliament in 2001, but it is still widely practised in 
secret by a number of communities, particularly in the vast Rift 
Valley Province. 


According to the women’s umbrella body, Maendeleo ya 
Wanawake [Kiswahili for women in development], the Rift Valley 
region has the highest incidence of FGM in the country. 


Rosemary Moraa, who runs Maendeleo ya Wanawake’s 
anti-FGM programme, said, Feb 7, that most of the girls were 
running away as a result of awareness created by widespread 
anti-FGM campaigns throughout the country, and urged the 
government to establish an institution which could provide shelter 
for such girls. 


34 suspects arrested over attack on women: Thirty-four 
suspects appeared in court, Feb 3, for their involvement in the 
weekend incident where women were stripped naked in Eldoret. 


The move follows Vice-President Michael Wamalwa’s direc- 
tive that "police swiftly get to the bottom of the bizarre incident". 


Police said the 34 suspects will be charged with indecent 
assault. Police strongly believed the 34 were behind the 
stripping and harassment of women in the town. 


The suspects were allegedly implementing an order from 
Wamalwa that women in the town should cease wearing trousers 
and mini-skirts. He is alleged to have made the directive while 
presiding over a passing-out parade at the Eldoret Armed Forces 
Recruits Training School, Jan 30. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


LESOTHO 


a. Boringer-Ingelhein to supply the anti-HIV 
drug free of charge: In a bid to prevent HIV from 
mother to child and to curb the high prevalence of 
HIV/AIDS, Prime Minister Pakalitha Mosisili officially 
launched the use of the retroviral, Nevirapine, in the 
country, Feb 5. 


The launch of the anti- HIV drug followed an agreement 
reached between the government of Lesotho and the Germany- 
based pharmaceutical company Boringer-Ingelheim. The deal 
was struck between the two parties during Mosisili’s visit to 
Germany in 2002. The deal includes a five-year supply of 
Nevirapine to Lesotho free of charge. 


The use of the drug was dogged by controversy in 
neighbouring. South Africa until HIV/AIDS activists took the 
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government of South Africa to the court of law which ruled that 
the drug should be administered to HIV-infected pregnant 
mothers to lessen the risk of transmitting HIV virus to children. 


The director of family health in the ministry of health and 
social welfare, Dr Matsienyane Letsie said the drug was first 
introduced in Lesotho on November 27, 2002 and was 
administered to the first pregnant mother on December 2 of the 
same year. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


LIBERIA 


a. Fighting in Monrovia drives thousands into 
bush: Fighting in recent days near Monrovia has 
led to panic and thousands have fled the area 
west of the city. 


While it appears that forces loyal to President Charles Taylor 
have pushed rebel troops away from Liberia’s coastal capital, 
hundreds of residents from nearby towns seized by the 
insurgents are reported to have fled. 


The BBC said streams of people have been arriving at camps 
for displaced people in the western suburbs of Monrovia, after 
trekking through dense forests for three days to escape the 
clashes. 


News agencies reported that Liberians United for Reconcili- 
ation and Democracy (LURD) rebels are renewing their threat 
to overrun the capital and oust Taylor, who has been in power 
since 1997 after waging a bloody seven-year civil war in Liberia. 


The fighting is said to have reached as close as the strategic 
Po River Bridge, about 12km outside Monrovia, prompting 
hundreds of civilians to flee towards the city. 


The army is reported to have pushed back the rebels, with 
one military official saying they were planning hot pursuit raids 
against their adversaries. 


Renewed fighting leaves 7,000 displaced: The Liberian 
government said, Feb 8, that it was searching for land from 
private owners near Monrovia, to settle at least 7,000 people 
displaced by renewed fighting between its troops and rebels. 


The executive director of the Liberia Refugee Repatriation 
and Resettlement Commission, Sam Brown, said all existing 
camps were full, but new IDPs continued to flock to them. IDPs 
at the Jah Tondo and Ricks camps, 15 and 13 km west of 
Monrovia respectively said that shelter and accommodation were 
inadequate and some of them slept in makeshift shelters. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


LIBYA 


a. Gaddafi courts Ugandan royalty: Col 
Muammar Gaddafi has developed a mysterious 
obsession with an ancient Ugandan royalty whose 
10-year-old monarch is the youngest in the world, 
it was reported, Feb 2. 
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According to reports there are two reasons for Gaddafi’s 
interest in Toro, one of five historic kingdoms that make up 
present-day Uganda. 


One is oil. There have long been suggestions that 2il will 
soon be discovered in the tiny kingdom in the west of the country 
and that this bonanza will make Toro the dominant force in the 
Ugandan economy. 


The other reason is said to be little king Oyo Nyimba 
Kabamba Iguru Rukidi IV’s mother - the peachy 35-year-old 
widow, Best Kemigisa, who has been entertained and 
courted with considerable gusto by the Libyan leader in 
recent months. 


Recently, Toro’s prime minister, Stephen Nyabongo, was 
moved to state publicly that there was, in fact, no substance to 
suggestions of a romantic relationship between Gaddafi and 
Kemigisa.But, as the London Sunday Times reported, Gaddafi’s 
behaviour towards Toro is something out of the ordinary as far 
as the Libyan strongman, known for bankrolling Africa’s more 
controversial causes, is concerned. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


MALAWI 


a. Deputy Speaker plots to kill Chief 
Kalumbu: Faced with immorality scandals, the 
National Assembly second Deputy Speaker, Bester 
Majoni, has -resorted to -unleashing an-orgy of 
violence on anyone who comments on his sex 
scandals. 


The latest victim of Majoni's sponsored violence is Chief 
Kalumbu of Lilongwe, who was assaulted by suspected former 
members of the Malawi Young Piooners, Feb 5, on instructions 
from Majoni. 


According to UDF regional governor Uladi Mussa, Majoni is 
alleged to have hired the former members of the MYP to beat 
up the traditional Chief for allowing the UDF to hold a rally in 
his area, which also happens to be Majoni's constituency. 


"Our informers have told us that Majoni sent the boys to kill 
the Chief, The Malawi Standard reported. 


The UDF whisked away traditional authority Kalumbu to 
safety by taking him to Kamundi Hotel where he spent a night. 


Officials of Kamundi Hotel confirmed that on Feb 5, Uladi 
Mussa brought some traditional Chiefs. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Cardoso assassin tried to bribe police: 
Convicted assassin Anibal dos Santos Junior (“Ani- 
balzinho") attempted to avoid re-arrest by offering 
bribes of a million rands to each of three South 
African police officers, the weekly Savana, re- 
ported, Feb 7. 
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Anibalzinho, one of the six men charged with the murder of 
Mozambique’s top investigative journalist, Carlos Cardoso, was 
secretly released from the Maputo top security prison on 
September 1. He was re-arrested in a house on the outskirts of 
Pretoria on January 30, the day before the verdict and sentence 
in the case were read out in the Maputo City Court. 


A source in the South African police contacted by Savana 
said that Anibalzinho “was willing to pay three million rands to 
our three agents as soon as they entered the yard of the house 
where he was staying". 


The operation to bring Anibalzinho back to Mozambique was 
undertaken in liaison between prosecutors in Pretoria and 
Maputo, while the top leadership of the Mozambican interior 
ministry, including the minister himself, Almerino Manhenje, was 
not informed. 


According to the South African police, Anibalzinho's hideout 
was discovered on January 27, and the information was 
transmitted to the Attorney-General’s office in Maputo. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Mozambique, page 956:a] 


NIGERIA 


a. Lift sanctions on Zimbabwe, says 
Obasanjo: Nigeria has called for the lifting of 
Commonwealth sanctions on Zimbabwe and its 
readmission to the organization, a senior Nigerian 
official said, Feb 11. 


He said President Olusegun Obasanjo made the call in a 
letter to Australian Prime Minister John Howard, head of a 
special committee on Zimbabwe set up by the Commonwealth, 
a 54-nation grouping of mainly former British colonies. 


Obsanjo had the support of South African President Thabo 
Mbeki, the official said. 


Australia, South Africa and Nigeria form a "troika" mandated 
to review the Commonwealth's suspension of Zimbabwe's 
membership and sanctions imposed in 2002 after President 
Robert Mugabe was re-elected in a vote many Western nations 
say was rigged. 


"He (Obasanjo) is calling for the removal of sanctions, and 
the end of the suspension”, the official said. 


b. Blast in Lagos sets off looting, 39 killed: 
An explosion ripped through a dense city block in 
Lagos, Feb 2, killing at least 30 people, injuring 
many and setting off chaotic looting. 


The blast blew off the front of a four-story residential and 
office complex, including a bank, in a crowded and largely poor 
quarter of the city. 


Looters were seen leaving the scene with piles of cash and 
computer equipment, as rescue workers struggled to pull bodies 
from under the rubble. Baton-wieiding police officers tried to beat 
away the looters. 
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c. Veteran journalist Akporugo dead: Re- 
nowned journalist, Andy Ighofose Akporugo died, 
Feb 6, at the age of 59, after a protracted ailment. 


A statement issued by The Guardian on his death reads: 
The executive consultant and director of Guardian Press Ltd, 
Andy Ighofose Akporugo is dead. 


He died after a protracted illness soon after he arrived from 
the United Kingdom where he had gone for medical treatment. 
He was 59. 


A veteran of 38 years of varied journalism experience, 
Akporugo started his career as information assistant in the then 
mid-western ministry of information in 1966. After a stint with the 
Daily Times as a reporter in 1968, he proceeded to the University 
of Ibadan to read Political Science, graduating in 1971. 


He was awarded the Rockefeller scholarship for post-gradu- 
ate research in political science at the same university where he 
engaged in research and teaching until November 1973. Then 
he disengaged from the academia to return to journalism. 


He worked for the Bendel Newspapers Corporation, publish- 
ers of the Nigerian Observer till September 1975. He returned 
to Lagos on February 1, 1977 and started as a political analyst 
for the Daily Times. 


(SOURCE: Telegraph, Calcutta, Asian Age, New Delhi and East 
African, Nairobi) 


RWANDA 5 


a. UN General Assembly elects judges for 
Rwanda tribunal: The UN General Assembly, Jan 
31, elected nine permanent judges to serve for the 
next four years at the International Criminal Tribunal 
for Rwanda (ICTR). 


The General Assembly also voted for two judges to represent 
the ICTR at the Appeals Chamber. All 11 judges will begin their 
term on May 25. 


The nine judges for the ICTR include five current ICTR judges 
` who were re-elected. They are Erik Mose of Norway, William 
Sekule of Tanzania, Lloyd George Williams of Saint Kitts and 
Nevis, Andrsia Vaz of Senegal and Arlette Ramaroson of 
Madagascar. 


The four new judges are Sergei Aleckseievich Egorov of 
Russia, Ins Monica Weinberg de Roca of Argentina, Jai Ram 
Reddy of Fiji and Mansoor Ahmad of Pakistan. 


b. More genocide suspects released: 
Rwanda released 19,276 genocide suspects, Jan 
28, in an ongoing process aimed at decongesting 
the country’s prisons. 


The director of administration of justice, Hannington Taye- 
bwa, said, Jan 7, that most of the released prisoners had 
confessed, and had been sentenced before the implementation 
of the Gacaca system of justice, launched in Rwanda in 2002. 


Gacaca is based on a Rwandan traditional justice system 
whereby the community - at village level - tries suspects in open 
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sessions held at the cellule, the country's lowest administrative 
unit. Rwandans chose Gacaca judges in 2002 from among the 
population. 


Tayebwa said the action brought to 21,130 the total number 
of prisoners released since January 10. 


Rwandan President Paul Kagame issued a decree on 
January 1 , granting the provisional release of the prisoners, 
mostly the aged, the sick, those who were minors during the 
violence, and those uninvolved in planning the genocide. 


The prisoners freed, Jan 8, included 12,628 who had been 
ranked in the second and third categories of the government's 
list of genocide suspects; 1,966 who had been acquitted of their 
crimes under Gacaca law; 1,792 who had confessed and been 
sentenced before Gacaca; 1,116 who were minors (between 14 
and 18 years) during the 1994 genocide; 937 who were charged 
with crimes unrelated to genocide; 105 former rebels; 302 who 
were released by the prosecution department; and another 302 
who had confessed, and their files were already in national 
courts. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Rwanda, page 957:a] 


SOMALIA 


a. Peace talks to be moved to Nairobi: The 
Somali peace talks currently under way in the 
western Kenyan town of Eldoret are to be moved 
to Nairobi. 


"The technical committee [of the Inter-Governmental Author- 
ity on Development, IGAD] is planning to move the delegates , 
eb 15, a source said. 


The talks, which opened on October 15, 2002, under the 
auspices of IGAD, have been dogged by disagreements over 
the allocation of seats to delegates of the various participating 
groups. The conference was initially meant to bring together 300 
delegates, but ended up with nearly 1,000. 


That number had now been reduced to around 400, a Somali 
delegate said. The technical committee had been trying to reduce 
it to 300, but so far without much success. 


Somali factions face sanctions for ceasefire violations: 
Somali factions attending peace talks under way in Eldoret, 
Kenya, face expulsion or other sanctions if they continue to 
violate the ceasefire agreement, Kenyan foreign minister 
Kalonzo Musyoka warned, Feb 3. 


Speaking on behalf of the regional Inter-Governmental 
Authority on Development (IGAD) technical committee, which is 
steering the talks, he expressed concern that since the deal was 
signed on October 27, factions and warring parties had 
continually violated the agreement. 


He was speaking at the African Union summit in Addis 
Ababa. The technical committee is made up of the so-called 
frontline states - Kenya, Djibouti and Ethiopia. 
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Under the terms of the agreement, the Somali groups 
meeting in Eldoret agreed to suspend all hostilities for the 
duration of the conference. 


However, since then, there have been continued violations, 
with fighting in the capital, Mogadishu, the towns of Las Anod 
in the northeast and Baidoa in the southwest, and in the Bari, 
Bay, Bakol, Gedo and Lower Shabelle regions. At least six 
school-children were killed in an attack on a school bus in 
Mogadishu in December 2002. 


Musyoka said the frontline states had agreed to set up a 
committee to monitor implementation of the ceasefire which 
would be empowered to take action. 


IGAD has played a key role in bringing Somali faction leaders 
and the Transitional National Government (TNG), heeded by 
President Abdiqassim Salad Hassan, to the negotiating table. 


{Background Info. Somalia, page 657:ai 
b. Fuel shortage hits Mogadishu: A severe fuel 


shortage has hit Mogadishu over the past two 
weeks, according to a local businessman. 


Fuel prices have sky-rocketed, with the price of petrol 
doubling within a week, it was reported, Feb 5. 


The shortage was reportedly affecting not only the transport 
sector but many of the light industries which had proliferated in 
the city over the last couple of years, businessman Husayn Haji 
said. 


He said the shortage was due to the fact that no cargo of 
petroleum had reached Mogadishu for “at least a month”, and 
some traders were taking advantage to hike the price. 


The fear of a war in Iraq was also contributing, with "rumours 
that once war starts, there will be no fuel coming from the Gulf 
countries”, he said. The bulk of fuel for Somalia comes from the 
United Arab Emirates. 


Petrol previously costing 8,000 Somali shillings (30 US cents) 
per litre two weeks ago was selling for 16,000 shillings, Feb 4, 
Husayn said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Mandela returns to Robben Islands: For- 
mer President Nelson Madela returned to his island 
prison, Feb 7, for a glittering celebration to launch 
his new career as an artist. 


He released a simple handprint that, in the hollow of his 
palm, appears to contain the map of Africa. 


The new work, one of two new handprint artworks dubbed 
"impressions of Mandela”, is the centrepiece of a new drive to 
market Mandela's art to help raise money to fight AIDS. 


At the launch party on the island off Cape Town, Feb 7, which 
is now maintained as a museum, well-heeled socialites sipped 
champagne with former political prisoners as lithographs of the 
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two handprints, along with some 20 other sketches by the Nobel 
peace laureate, were put up for sale. 


Mandela, who spent 18 of his 27 years in prison on Robben 
Island, said the experience of confinement had heightened his 
appreciation of both the miracle of sight and the beauty of 
nature. 


"Then came freedom and the lifting of the dark hood from 
my eyes", Mandela told a crowd of more than 100 art and 
Mandela lovers gathered for his exhibit and art sale. 


"It was not merely the miracle of freedom, but it was the 
miracle which | experienced of a person who had regained the 
power of sight". 


Selling for between $2,500 to $3,000 per print —— a set of 
six can be had for $13,000—Mandela’s early work has focused 
on views of Robben Island, simple, if bleak, line drawings that 
he was jazzed up with blocks of vibrant colour. 


"These are wonderful, unpretentious images," said 
Stephen Inggs, an associate professor at the Michaelis 
School of Fine Art at the Univesity of Cape Town, adding 
that Mandela’s imagery “can serve as a metaphor for the 
challenges he faced". 


While the bash was intended to celebrate Mandela the 
artist, Mandela the politician also put in an appearance—re- 
peating his condemnation of both the US and Iraq for "going 
outside the UN" in their dispute over weapons of mass 
destruction. ~~ ee oe 


The former South African President, who has delivered 
several scathing attacks on US President George Bush, said he 
remained "disgusted with certain leaders in the world who have 
decided to go out of the UN because they have certain ulterior 
motives, meaning the question of oil". 


But he added Iraq should be condemned "with equal 
vigour" if it did not give full cooperation to UN weapons 
inspectors. 


Mandela, who said he tried to phone Bush recently but was 
not put through, said he did send a message to the US leader 
expressing his condolences to the United States over the loss 
of the space shuttle Columbia. 


Sales of Mandela's prints will help fund the Nelson Mandela 
Trust and,’ particularly, its work fighting the AIDS pandemic 
ravaging South Africa—the country with the ae AIDS 
caseload in the world. 


(SOURCE: Telegraph, Calcutta) 


SUDAN 


a. Government, rebels sign new memoran- 
dum: The government of Sudan and the Sudan 
People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) 
signed a memorandum of understanding (MOU), 
Feb 4, to reaffirm their commitment to the total 
cessation of hostilities. 
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The spokesman at the Sudanese embassy in the Kenyan 
capital, Nairobi, Muhammad Dirdiery, said the MOU provided, 
for the first time, for a verification mechanism to monitor all 
ceasefire violations. 


"In case of any violations, the party will have to surrender 


the area taken,” he added. The monitoring team would consist 


of representatives from the government, the SPLM/A, the US, 
the UK, Italy and Norway, and they would start "immediately", 
said Dirdiery. 


The existing US-led Civilian Protection Monitoring Team 
would be incorporated into the new team, he added. 


“This means that the war which has continued for 19 years 
has been brought to an end," said Dirdiery, adding that the 
ceasefire would cover the entire country. 


African Union welcomes agreement: The interim chair- 
person of the Commission of the African Union, Amara Essy, 
has welcomed the joint statement issued by the government 
and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A), 
it was reported, Feb 6. 


The interim chairperson said the progress made in the 
discussion on power and wealth sharing despite the outbreak of 
sporadic armed clashes in the Western Upper Nile. 


The interim chairperson especially welcomed the undertak- 
ing by both parties to take all necessary steps to effect the 
immediate voluntary return of the internally displaced civilian 
population of the Western Upper Nile and Bahr-el-Ghazal to 
their homes. 


b. Mayombo to hold talks with SPLA: President 
Yoweri Museveni has instructed chief of military 
intelligence Col. Noble Mayombo to hold talks with 
the Sudanese People Liberation Army (SPLA) rebels 
in order to stop their combatants from entering 
Uganda with guns, it was reported, Feb 7. 


The MP for Aringa county, Othuman Alonga, said Museveni 
issued the directive recently during a meeting with the West Nile 
parliamentary caucus in Gulu. 


He was addressing Yumbe district council. He said the SPLA 
are using their guns to threaten people and loot inside Yumbe 
district. During the stormy council sitting, LC-V chairman Rashid 
Yiga trimmed his executive by two members. 


He remains with only three members. Yasin Miria, secretary 
for finance, and former secretary for education Sauda Buga Isaka 
were forced to resign. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SWAZILAND 


a. King fails to address key issues: King 
Mswati Ill delivered a much anticipated speech, 
Feb 7, when he opened the Houses of Parliament, 
but his briefest State of the Kingdom address 
avoided mentioning the on-going political crisis. 
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"We all bear individual responsibility for our health,” the king 
said of the root cause of the kingdom's HIV adult infection rate, 
which stands at 38.6 per cent. 


Mswati thanked the United States for its contribution of R500 
million (US $60 million), which will be allocated to AIDS 
prevention, education and treatment efforts. 


But he committed no new government resources, even as 
he declared: "There is a very real possibility that the Swazi nation 
will cease to exist (because of AJDS)." 


The initiative Mswati announced to the applause of the 65 
assembled Members of Parliament and 30 Senators was a US 
$7.2 million fund to assist AIDS orphans. 


A report in 2002, by the UN Children’s Fund predicted that 
by 2010, Swaziland will have a population of 150,000 orphans, 
which might constitute one-eighth of all Swazis. Some 17,000 
children are orphaned annually. 


Uphill struggle for safe sex campaign: The first survey 
of Swazis’ sexual behaviour and attitudes toward HIV/AIDS 
has found that high awareness of the pandemic has not 
translated into less risk-taking behaviour, and that HIV-positive 
people remain unwilling to admit their status, it was reported, 
Feb 4. 


"The study was conducted at a time when Swaziland is in 
need of data," said health minster Dr Phetsile Dlamini in her 
introduction to the first HIV/AIDS/STDs Behavioural! Surveillance 
Survey. 


Two years in the making, the report was carried out by the 
health ministry, Family Health international and the Family Life 
Association of Swaziland. 


it comes at a time when health workers have complained 
that insufficient data on Swazis’ sex lives inhibited strategies to 
cut HIV transmissions in a country where 38.6 per cent of the 
adult population is HIV positive. 


Specific sub-groups considered most at risk from AIDS 
were targeted by surveyors who canvassed the country with 
standardised questionnaires, a technique relatively rare in 
Swaziland. 


Perceived at-risk groups included the military, police 
officers, local and long-distance bus drivers, and watchmen. 
Seasonal workers, such as Sugar cane cutters on agricultural 
plantations, commercial sex workers, and factory workers were 
also targeted. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


TOGO 


a. Parliament adopts tightrope budget: Togo’s 
National House of Assembly has unanimously 
adopted the government's annual budget proposals 
for the 2003 fiscal year estimated at 179.181 billion 
CFA francs, it was reported, Feb 3. 


970 African Chronicle 


The tightrope budget was adopted recently in the face of 
speculations of suspension of co-operation by the World Bank. 


Oukoulou Kantchati, chairman of the finances commi-tee of 
the house, who presented the amended form of the budget 
proposals on behalf of Madam Ayaovi Tinorkpa, minister for 
finance, said the emphasis "was on poverty alleviation.” 


He stressed the need for strict disciplined spending in Togo’s 
budgetary expenditure. Out of the projected expenditure, the 
government was expecting to raise a targeted 158.980 billion 
CFA francs from internal revenue, customs duties, and income 
tax receipts. 


The chairman said: "This leaves the Togo government with 
a budget deficit of about 20.2 billion CFA francs.” 


Priority areas of the budget include fiscal allocations for the 
heaith, social welfare, and child promotion sector. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


TUNISIA 


a. Major cabinet reshuffle: A major " restruc- 
turing " of the Tunisian cabinet was effected, Jan 
29, by President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali. 


One of the features of this restructuring is the merger of a 
number of ministries which used to be separate departments. 


The ministry of culture becomes the ministry of culture, youth 
and leisure. 


"The restructuring of the cabinet reflects essentially the close 
correlation and complementarity between important sectors. it 
aims at rendering government action more efficient.. and at 
addressing the priorities and objectives af the programme of the 
future and the major orientations of the development process, " 
official news agency TAP said. The changes reduce the number 
of ministers from 29 to 25 and the number of secretaries of state 
(junior ministers) from 24 to 19. 


b. Special probe into drowning of illegal 
immigrants: A special " enquiry and fact-finding 
commission " was set up to look into the circum- 
stances of the drowning of 14 Tunisian nationals off 
the Italian coast. 


The tragic accident occurred as a group of Tunisian young 
people was trying to cross into italy illegally, it was reported, 
Feb 1. The probe was decided by President Zine El Abidine 
Ben Ali after receiving Habib Ben Yahia, minister of foreign 
affairs, Hedi M’henni, minister of the interior and local 
development, and Bechir Tekkari, minister of justice and human 
rights. 


The special commission will be tasked with "investigating the 
circumstances of the incident and deiining the responsibilities in 
this regard ". It will also “ undertake the necessary contacts with 
Italian authorities so as to coordinate the ongoing enquiry into 
the catastrophe and take the necessary measures against those 
responsible ". 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
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UGANDA 


a. UPDF kills 12 near border: Twelve Lord’s 
Resistance Army (LRA) rebels were killed, Feb 2, 
by the Uganda People’s Defence Forces (UPDF) in 
separate battles on the Uganda-Sudan border. 


A couple of rebels were captured and various weapons 
recovered. 


Military sources said, Feb 3, the army killed seven rebels 
and rescued 44 captives at Abam, Kitgum district, Feb 2. The 
sources said 40 of the captives were saved, Feb 1, at Oroko in 
Aswa county, north of Gulu town. 


The report said one soldier died from bullet wounds while 
two were injured. 


The army spokesman based in the north, Lt. Paddy Ankunda, 
said the UPDF captured one rebel with his gun at Abam. He 
said they seized three guns and 330 bullets. 


Other sources said bodies of four rebels were discovered in 
the Kit River valleys in southern Sudan, Feb 1. 


"Four more bodies of the LRA rebels and four guns were 
recovered on Sunday (Feb 2) in the Kit River valley," Ankunda 
added. He said one box of bullets and two bombs were recovered 
later in the Kit River valley. On Feb 1, the UPDF killed six rebels 
and rescued five captives at Palabek-Gem, Kitgum. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


ZAMBIA 


a. US donates 30,000 tonnes of relief food: 
The United States has donated 30,000 tonnes of 
relief food worth US$15 million for distribution 
among the most vulnerable Zambians, especially 
HIV/AIDS victims. 


US ambassador to Zambia Martin Brennan, Feb 6, handed- 
over the first shipment of 450 tonnes of the cereal to the World 
Food Programme (WFP) and three Zambian Non-Governmental 
Organisations (NGOs). 


Brennan said 10,000 tonnes of sorghum and bulgur wheat 
would be distributed by the WFP while Care International, World 
Vision and Catholic Relief Services (CRS) would handle the 
remaining tonnages. 


He said the donation represented his government's commit- 
ment to helping Zambians, but emphasised that the donation 
was designed to reach the most vulnerable. 


A greater part of the 20,000 tonnes that the network of the 
three NGOs called C-SAFE Zambia had received would be 
targeted at HIV/AIDS patients, orphans, the less privileged, 
pregnant and breast-feeding women and under-five children. 


"| am proud that the US government has been able to find 
food during this period when there has been tremendous demand 
for food relief. 
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"| am particularly proud that the food will be given out to 
people who are not only vulnerable, but also living with 
HIV/AIDS," Brennan said. 


He said the US strongly endorsed the commitment and focus 
that the Zambian government had in prioritising agriculture. 


He said as partners, the US, working with WFP and other 
NGOs, were spearheading the implementation of good agricul- 
ture practices and also helping to link farmers to markets. 


b. 12 injured in bus-train collision: At least 
12 people were seriously injured, Feb 2, when a 
Lusaka bound Mitsubishi Rosa minibus crashed into 
a goods train. 


The bus was damaged beyond repair by a Ndola-bound 
goods train which was carrying sulphuric acid. 


The accident happened at about 12:45 hours at a railway 
crossing along the Great North Road in Kabwe town centre. 
Eyewitnesses said the minibus driver carrying 15 passengers 
ignored the ringing railway signals in a bid to pick passengers 
at a place opposite the Trinity Broadcasting Network (TBN) 
studio. 


All the passengers are admitted to Kabwe General Hospital 
and their condition was described as stable. 


Fire brigade officers had a tough time to remove the wreckage 
as the Great North road was temporarily closed for several hours 
because of the bus being trapped between a stationary train. 


Police spokesperson Brenda Muntemba said the driver 
ignored the railway signals as he was rushing to get more 
passengers. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. No final decision on Zimbabwe suspen- 
sion: A final decision had not yet been taken on 
whether to lift Zimbabwe’s suspension from the 
Commonwealth, South Africa’s spokesman Bheki 
Khumalo said, Feb 10. 


He was trying to downplay comments from Commonwealth 
chairman, Australian Prime Minister John Howard, that South 
Africa and Nigeria would allow Zimbabwe to be re-admitted when 
its suspension expired in March. 


Howard told reporters during a visit to Washington that a 
decision by President Thabo Mbeki and Nigeria’s Olusegun 
Obasanjo to cancel a meeting with him in March would effectively 
see Zimbabwe readmitted to the 54-nation body. 


South Africa, Nigeria and Australia make up the troika 
mechanism established at the Commonwealth Heads of Gov- 
ernment Meeting in Coolum, Australia, to deal with Zimbabwe. 


Khumalo expressed the South African Presidency’s “regret 
and disappointment” that Howard had gone public on the issue 
after a telephone call from Mbeki at the weekend. 
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"The President was expressing his opinion in the context of 
consultations and we regret very much that Prime Minister 
Howard has gone public’, Khumalo said. 


Deal to extend ban: The European Union edged closer to 
a deal, Feb 5, that would extend a visa ban on Zimbabwean 
government officials, but make an exemption to allow the 
President Robert Mugabe to attend a summit in Paris 


Ambassadors from the 15 EU nations failed to wrap up an 
agreement to solve the issue, which has caused deep divisions, 
particularly between Britain and France, over whether Mugabe 
should be let in. 


However, officials said they expected the deal would be 
completed soon. The agreement would extend the EU visa ban 
and other sanctions. 


However, it would set out possible exemptions, including 
allowing officials to attend humanitarian meetings or those to 
promote human rights or democracy in the southern African 
country. Under that clause, France would be able to invite 
Mugabe to a Franco-Africa summit on Feb 19 in Paris. 


The EU nations imposed diplomatic sanctions in 2002, saying 
Mugabe's lands reforms have led Zimbabwe into unprecedented 
economic and political chaos. 


[Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 934:a] 


b. No agreement with govt, says Commercial 
Farmers Union: Commercial Farmers Union (CFU) 
president Colin Cloete has described the govern- 
ment’s stand on displaced farmers as inflexible 
and insincere. 


Cloete, who led the delegation that recently met agriculture 
minister Joseph Made, dismissed reports of any breakthrough, 
it was reported, Feb 7. 


" wish to place on record that no agreement or binding 
commitment has been reached as a result of our discussions 
thus far," Cloete told the /ndependent recently. 


c. Man in maize grain queue stabbed: One 
person was killed, Feb 1, at the Masvingo Grain 
Marketing Board (GMB) depot when hungry people 
fought over maize grain . 


Liberty Zivanai, 22, of Mucheke suburb was stabbed with a 
knife following a misunderstanding as people queued for maize 
grain. 


Zivanai who was monitoring the queue was stabbed in the 
stomach and died instantly. Police in Masvingo arrested Mission 
Sabawu, 19, and Silas Mashiri, 18, in connection with Zivanai’s 
murder. 


Police spokesperson Inspector Learn Ncube said Zivanai had 
been appointed to register people in the queue when the tragic 
incident occurred. 


Ncube said Mashiri and Sabawu approached Zivanai and 
there was a misunderstanding. During the scuffle, Mashiri and 
Sabawu_ stabbed the victim, who died on the spot. 
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Scores of hungry people who were in the queue later 
overpowered the two youths. 


d. 15 killed in train collision: At least 15 people 
died and many injured when a passenger train on 
SS wey to Victoria Falls collided with a goods train, 

eb 1. 


The accident happened at around 3 in the morning and that 
the goods train was carrying inflammables. 


Rescuers were trying to reach injured trapped in the train. 
Zimbabwe has had several major accidents over the past year. 


in November 2002, 16 people died in a collision between a 
bus and a truck tn the central city of Kwekwe. 


In October 2002, at least 22 people were injured when a 
passenger train derailed after hitting an elephant while on its 
way to Victoria Falls, a popular tourist destination because of its 
spectacular waterfalls. 


In June 2002, 11 traders returning from South Africa died 
when a bus overturned in Masvingo. 


NRZ worker killed, two hurt in accident: A National 
Railways of Zimbabwe (NRZ) worker died instantly and two 
others were injured when a motor trolley he was travelling in 
overturned, Feb 4. 


Misheck Matanhire, the NRZ corporate affairs manager, said 
the cause of the accident was being investigated. 


"A team of engineers visited the scene to assess and ensure 
the smooth flow of trains passing through the scene of the 
accident,” he said, 

But sources in the railways said the accident was caused by 
over-speeding. 

He said the trolley had five people on board, including the 
driver who escaped unhurt. Two of the injured were taken to the 
United Bulawayo Hospital where they were treated and dis- 
charged, Feb 5. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras and East African, Nairobi) 
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a. Summit calls for stronger AU: Some 30 
heads of state and top government officials assem- 
bled in Addis Ababa, Feb 3, for the first summit 
meeting of the African Union (AU), which replaced 
the Organization of African Unity. 


They were immediately urged to do more to build the 
foundations of a more robust AU, whose stated purpose is to 
enhance the economic and political integration of a continent, 
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home to 800 million people, and to forge a united continental 
voice on the world stage. 


In his opening address, the South African President and AU 
chairman, Thabo Mbeki, empahsised the importance of the AU’s 
peace and security council and the urgency of setting it up. 


"All of us are convinced that this wil! help us respond more 
effectively to move the entirety of our continent to a situation of 
peace and enhanced safety and security for all our people," 
Mbeki told the summit. 


"In this regard, | would like to draw the attention of the 
Assembly to the fact the none of our member states have ratified 
the protocol that will enable us to establish the peace and security 
council," he added. 


"|, therefore, urge all of you to move expeditiously to ratify 
this protocol so that we are able to respond to the demand of 
the masses of our people for peace,” said Mbeki. 


The AU head also noted that the protocol for setting up a 
pan-African Parliament had also not been ratified by enough 
members states to push the project forward. 


b. $15 b AIDS relief plan for Africa: US 
President George W Bush, Jan 28, proposed a $15 
billion plan for emergency AIDS relief, that he said 
would save millions in Africa and the Caribbean. 


Bush asked the U.S. Congress to allocate $15 billion over 
the next five years to programmes that would provide anti-retrovi- 
ral drugs to two million Africans, prevent seven million new AIDS 
infections and provide care for those suffering from AIDS and 
for children orphaned by it. 


"This nation can lead the world in sparing innocent people 
from a plague of nature,“ Bush said. He noted that nearly 30 
million Africans were infected with the HIV virus, three million of 
them younger than 15, yet only about 50,000 people are getting 
the medicine they need. 


He recounted the words of a doctor in South Africa, who told 
how many hospitals tell AIDS patients to "go home and die" 
because doctors couldn't help them. 


"In an age of miraculous medicines, no person should have 
to hear those words," Bush said. The African crisis is of "severe 
and urgent" proportions, Bush said. 


He called .his proposal “work of mercy beyond all interna- 
tional efforts to help the people of Africa." The President's plan 
targets 14 African and Caribbean countries: Botswana, Ivory 
Coast, Ethiopia, Guyana, Haiti, Kenya, Mozambique, Namibia, 
Nigeria, Rwanda, South Africa, Tanzania, Uganda, and Zambia. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, New Delhi) 
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ALGERIA 


CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 


Extremists on the rampage kill 31 
721:AGRIA 
islamic group chief killed 649:AGR:A 


DISASTERS 
Blast kills 30 in market 781:AGR:A 
Fourteen killed in prison fire 721:AGR:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Nigena 
Algiers, Abuja agree to link highways 
637:AGR‘A 
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Medical relief sent to Lagos blast 
victims 649:AGR:C 


United Kingdom 


Suspect in Sept 11 bombing freed on bail 
661:AGR:A 


GOVERNMENT 

Absolute majority for ruling party 
745:AGR°A 

Anniversary of Evian accords 685:AGR:A 

Bouteflika agrees to demands on Berber 
language 685:AGR:B 

Failure of ruling establishment 745:AGR:A 

New airline to compete for Algerian skies 
805:AGR:A 

Rigging charge in poll 745:AGR:A 


HUMAN RIGHTS 


Amnesty international blames govt for 
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human rights crisis 649:AGR:B 
Human rights activist sentenced 661:AGR:B 


TERRORISM 


Suspect in Sept 11 bombing freed on bail 
661:AGR:A 


ANALYSIS 


Bitter battles in Sudan 852:ANA: 

Ceausescu’s legacy in CAR 864:ANA: 

Congo: War of plunder 815:ANA: 

Ethiopia, Eritrea on “gad to lasting 
peace 70B:ANA: ~.: 

Fears of famine haunt Ethiopia 910:ANA: 

Final resting spot for Sarah Baartman 
828:ANA: 

Hunger stalks Africa 754:ANA: 

Land of two Presidents 743:ANA: 

Liberia’s future imperilled 756:ANA: 
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Man-made tragedy in Zimbabwe 804:ANA: 

Rwandan genocide: Poor justice system 
719:ANA: 

Savimbi death rekindles peace hopes 
684:ANA: 

South Africa’s $ 200m herbal remedies 
trade 91 1:ANA: 

Tana River tribals fight over land, water 
887:ANA: 

Tunisia-where public face belies 
repression 791:ANA: 





ANGOLA 


JSINESS 


Europe to discuss ‘blood diamond’ trade 
673:ANG:C 


VIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 

Accord with rebels to end war 685:ANG:A 

Angola to hand over suspect to ICTR 
B17:ANG:A 

Billion-dollar scandal 865:ANG:A 

Catholic University attacked 877:ANG:A 

Dembo replaces Savimbi as UNITA chief 
673:ANG:A 

Government, UNITA rebels sign peace 
accord 697:ANG:A 

More than 5,000 IDPs arrive in Luena 

. 662:ANG:B 

Nurses announce nation-wide strike 
913:ANG:B 

Peace brings fresh humanitarian 
challenges 697:ANG:A 

Pope's envoy offers to collaborate in 
peace process 877:ANG:A 

Rwandan genocide suspect arrested 
817:ANG:A 

UNITA still holding illegal diamonds and 
weapons 889:ANG:A 

‘Peace prospects brighten’ 673:ANG:B 


SASTERS 

30 die in plane crash 637:ANG:B 

Landmine explosion kills 7 MSF staff 
901:ANG:A 

Malaria kills 150 people at Ganda 
913:ANG:C 

Thousands left to starve 757:ANG:A 

UNICEF appeals for US $ 18 million 
625:ANG:B 

UNITA demobilization problem 757:ANG:B 


NVIRONMENT 
Giant Sable antelope not extinct 829:ANG:B 


DREIGN AFFAIRS 


ANNUAL INDEX 


East Timor 


Framework agreement signed with East Timor 
865:ANG:C 


United Nations 
Annan calls for expanded UN mandate 
805:ANG:A 
Sanctions against UNITA lifted 913:ANG:A 
Security Council asked to lift sanctions 
against UNITA 721:ANG:A 
UN initiates contact with UNITA 625:ANG:A 
UN monitors in Luanda 637:ANG:A 
UNITA still holding illegal diamonds and 
889: ANG:A 
UNITA travel ban to be lifted, sanctions 
reviewed 865:ANG:B 
UNITA welcomes suspension of travel 
sanctions 746:ANG:B 


United States of America 
UNITA slams extension of sanctions by US 
853:ANG:A 


FOREIGN AID 
1.5 million need food aid, says UN 
769:ANG:A 
EU aid for peace process 781:ANG:A 
MSF rushes relief to 18,000 721:ANG:B 
WFP to feed former rebels 829:ANG:A 


GOVERNMENT 


1.5 million need food aid, says UN 
769:ANG:A 
2003 State Budget passed 925:ANG:B 
70 UNITA soldiers surrender at Rundu 
721:ANG:A 
Accord with rebels to end war 685:ANG:A 
Agencies assess relief needs 709:ANG:A 
Angola faces catastrophic humanitarian 
‘crisis 805:ANG-A 
Annan calls for expanded UN mandate 
805:ANG:A 
Billion-dollar scandal 865:ANG:A 
Framework agreement signed with East Timor 
885:ANG:C 
Govemment to resettle over 300,000 
displaceds 841:-ANG:A 
Government UNITA rebels sign peace accord 
697:ANG:A 
legal religious sects banned 877:ANG:A 
invest in children to heal scars of 
conflicts, says UN 733:ANG:A 
Landmines sericus threat to returning IDPS 
805:ANG:A 
Luanda for truce with UNITA 662:ANG:A 
New ambassadors, provincial govemors 
appointed 889:ANG:B 
Peace brings fresh humanitarian 


challenges 697:ANG:A 

President dos Santos to continue talks on 
elections 925:ANG:A 

Ratification of trade protocol postponed 
853:ANG:B 

Sanctions against UNITA lifted 913:ANG:A 

Security Council asked to lift sanctions 
against UNITA 721:ANG:A 

UN initiates contact with UNITA 625:ANG:A 

UNITA leader Savimbi killed in battle 
661:ANG:A 

UNITA slams extension of sanctions by US 
853:ANG:A 

Unite for peace, church tells UNITA 
703:ANG:B 

War is not over, says UNITA 662:ANG:A 

‘Peace prospects brighten’ 673:ANG:B 


HEALTH 

Measles campaign launched 746:ANG:C 

Meningitis kills five children in Huila 
841:ANG:B 

Over 2,000 children vaccinated against 
measles in Moxico 841:ANG:C 

Over 50,000 cases of malaria recorded 
889:ANG:C 


HUMAN RIGHTS 


Human Rights Watch raps UN 781:ANG:A 
NSHR responds to appeals for aid 745:ANG:A 


MEDIA 


Journalists union moums death of veteran 
scribe 901:ANG:B 


NATURAL RESOURCES 
EC to introduce diamond certification 
scheme 806:ANG:B 
SADC grants diamond certification go-ahead 
805:ANG:B 


B 
BENIN 


CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 
British American Tobacco seizes 
counterfeit products 853:BNN:A 
Detained magistrates send SOS to religious 
leaders in Cotonou 733:BNN:B 
Police smash fuel pipeline syndicate 
769:BNN:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
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Nigeria 
Border dispute agreement ratified 
709:BNN:A 


“OREIGN AID 


EC announces new aid programme 817:BNN:A 


OVERNMENT 


African parliamentarians endorse New 
Partnership for Africa’s Development 
865:BNN:A 

Border dispute agreement ratified 
703:BNN:A 

Child labourers repatriated 733:BNN:A 

First municipal elections 925:BNN:A 

UNICEF launches development project 
673:BNN:A 


BOTSWANA 


WARDS 


Africa-America Institute award for 
President Festus Mogae 841:BTW:A 


3USINESS 


Environmental body supports ivory trade 
plan 793:BTW:-A 


IVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 
Strike deals a blow to economy 913:BTW:A 


<CONOMY 
Cail for action as inflation hits 10.1% 
866:BTW:A 
Reduced diamond sales hit economic 
prospects 625:BTW:A 


*NVIRONMENT 


Environmental body supports ivory trade 
plan 793:BTWA 


"OREIGN AFFAIRS 


anada 
Canadian group protests Basarwa plight 
769:BTW:A 


vamibia 
Power deal with Namibia 806:BTW:B 


7imbabwe 
Furore over Zimbabwe's fuel debt 817:BTW:A 
Zimabwean farmers look to Botswana 
806:BTW:A 


ANNUAL INDEX 


GOVERNMENT 

17 white farmers’ applications to settle 
in Botswana rejected 817:BTW:B 

Africa-America institute award for 
President Festus Mogae 841:BTW:A 

Agreement to repatriate Namibian refugees 
709:BTW:A 

Canadian group protests Basarwa plight 
763:BTW:A 


Furore over Zimbabwe’s fuel debt 817:BTW:A 
Govemment denies diamonds behind Basarwa 


relocation 889:BTW:A 

Govt to cut services to Kalahari Basarwa 
649:BTW:A 

Inonge appointed envoy 685:BTW:A 

Pula will remain pegged to the rand 
637:BTW:A 

Reduced diamond sales hit economic 
prospects 625:BTW:A 

Strike deals a blow to economy 913:BTW:A 

Thousands of cattle slaughtered 709:BTW:B 


HEALTH 


Fight against HIV/AIDS 650:BTW:B 
MPs hail Uganda on AIDS 769:BTW:B 


HUMAN RIGHTS 


Rights groups protest against relocation 
of Khoisan 650:BTW:A 


OBITUARY 
Lady Ruth Khama dead 746:BTW:A 


TOURISM 
Gabarone’s first marina project 697:BTW:A 


BURKINA FASO (UPP. 
VOLTA) ( 


CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 


Thousands march against privatisation 
793:BKF:B 


DISASTERS 


Water shortage may affect food harvests 
663:BKF:8 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Denmark 


Denmark cuts aid over violation of UN 
sanction 662:BKF:A 


FOREIGN AID 


EU gives US $310.8 million for 
anti-poverty programme 685:BKF:A 


Geman funding for agriculture, health 
757:BKF:A 


GOVERNMENT 
Opposition makes significant gains in 
legislative elections 733:BKF:A 
Parliamentary election campaign starts 
710:BKF:A 
Security forces destory narcotic drugs 
673:BKF:A 


HEALTH 
500,000 children targeted in anti-polio 
campaign 793:BKF:A 
Funds appeal for meningitis control 
853:BKF:A 
Heip sought to fight meningitis 925:BKF:A 


Meningitis shows downward trend 734:BKF:B 


Meningitis toll now 672 697:BKF:A 
Red Cross appeals for funds to fight 
meningitis 710:BKF:B 


HUMAN RIGHTS 


Amnesty calls for investigation into 
killings 650:BKF:A 


MEDIA 
Journalist held 806:BKF:A 
Journalists’ body deplores inaction on 
Zongo's murder 913:BKF:A 


SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
Preaching a new AIDS message 901:BKF:A 


BURUNDI 


CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 

21 civilians killed in Gihanga 710:BRD:B 

24 refugees killed 650:BRD:A 

4,800 families displaced in Rushubi 
698:BRD:A 

Acting WHO representative under house 
arrest 663:BRD:A 

Amnesty condemns reprisal killings 
770:BRD:B 

Army kills 209 rebels 793:BRD:B 

Army officers imprisoned for ltaba 
killings 853:BRD:A 

At least 40 killed in rebel attack 
829:BRD:B 

Ceasefire agreement with rebel group 
829:BRD:A 

Danger signals from Burundi 626:BRD:A 

Former President arrested 877:BRD:A 

Former President under house arrest 
890:BRD:C 

Four wounded in mortar attacks in 
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Bujumbura suburbs 698:BRD:B 

New influx of Burundi refugees 841:BRD:B 

Rebel attack puts 2,000 fo flight 
818:BRD:A 

Rebels step up war despite progress in 
ceasefire talks 877:BRD:B 

Rebels warn civilians to flee military 
zones 890:BRD:B 

Security Council urges rebels to lay down 
ams 866:BRD:A 

Twelve killed in ambushes 674:BRD:A 





‘OREIGN AFFAIRS 


ongo 
Bujumbura, Kinshasa to sign peace accord 
866:BRD:B 


fanzania 
Tanzania accused of backing rebels 
781:BRD:A 
US NGOs concemed over voluntary 
repatriation 734:BRD:A 


Jnited Nations 


Security Council urges rebels to lay down 
arms 866:BRD:A 


“OREIGN AID 
WFP begins food distribution to former 
rebels 926:BRD:A 


JOVERNMENT 

Anti-ganocide leader released from prison 
757:BRD:A 

Bujumbura, Kinshasa to sign peace accord 
866:BRD:B SF: 

Burundi cancels NRA debt 926:BRD:B 

Ceasefire agreement with rebel group 
829:BRD:A 

Ceasefire talks break down 889:BRD:A 

Exiled former President Bagaza to 
retum to Gabarone 638:BRD:A 

Former President returns from exile 


770:BRD:A i 


Former President under house arrest 
890:BRD:C 

G-10 threatens to leave government 
793:BRD:A 

Government investigating massacre of 183 
people 841:BRD:A 

Government officials-and rebel leaders 
meet in Tanzania 807:BRD:A 

Opposition leader elected as Speaker of 
new Parliament 626:BRD:B 

Tanzania accused of backing rebels — 
781:BRD:A 

Tanzanian President optimistic about 


ANNUAL INDEX 


Burundi ceasefire accord 914:BRD:A 

Technical group formed to implement 
ceasefire dea! 901:BRD:A 

Thousands of panic-stricken Bujumbura 
residents retum 757:BRD:8 

US NGOs concemed over voluntary 
repatriation 734:BRD:A 


HUMAN RIGHTS 

Amnesty condamns reprisal killings 
770:BRD:B 

Amnesty International's drive to end child 
abuse 914:BRD:B 

Torture of children widespread, says 
Amnesty 854:BRD:B 

UN Human Rights Commission adopts 
resolution 710:BRD:A 


JUDICIARY 


Court clears 34 accused of Teza tea 
factory massacre 746:BRD:A 


MEDIA 


Ban lifted on Net Press news agency 
663:BRD:B 


C 


CAMEROON 


CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 
Kigali murder suspect flass to Cameroon 
674:CMR:A 
Priest arrested in Yaounde at ICTR's 
behest 686:CMR:A 


Thousands arrested in Yaounde 686:CMR:B 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Nigeria 
Abuja ready to discuss dispute over 
Bakassi 877:CMR:A 
ICJ verdict set for Oct 10 854:CMR:A 
Nigeria sends more soldiers and warship to 
Bakassi 866:CMR:A 


Pledge to settle Bakassi dispute 890:CMR°A 


United Kingdom 


UK-Germany agreement on Bakassi of 1913 


890:CMR:A 


GOVERNMENT 
Abuja ready to discuss dispute over 
Bakassi 877:CMR:A 
C' wealth team 770:CMR:A 


Cameroonians vote despite World Cup 
toumament 770:CMR:A 

Opposition wants elections annulled 
781:CMR:A 

Ruling party wins majority in re-election 
842:CMR:A . 

Troops deployed to stop separatist 
demonstration 854:CMR:B 


HEALTH 


Government launches anti-HiV/AIDS 
programme 698:CMR:A 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
Amnesty Intemational, Survival protest 
Mbororo arrests 758:CMR:A 
Human rights activist stopped from 
leaving the country 638:CMR:A 


CAPE VERDE ISLANDS 


DISASTERS 
Heip still needed to stave off hunger 
807:CVI:A 
Thousands face food shortages 758:CViE:A 


ENVIRONMENT 


international forum links desertification 
to poverty 698:CVIA 


FOREIGN AID 
Thousands face food shortages 758:CVI:A 


HEALTH 


Protecting babies against hepatitis-B 
626:CVIA 


CENTRAL AFRICAN 
REPUBLIC 


CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 

750 Congolese seek refuge in embassy 
891:CAR:B : 

Brazzaville, Bangui centres for diamond 
smuggling 770:CAR:A 

Conflicting reports on coup; toll mounts 
878:CAR‘A 

Curfew lifted a year after failed coup 
734:CARA 

Fierce fighting in the north 901:CAR:A 

Four killed in cross-border attacks 
626:CAR:A 

OAU asks UN to redeploy peacekeepers 
650:CAR:A 

Rebels call on Patasse to resign 914:CAR:A 
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Rebels release presidential spokesman Rebels release presidential spokesman ECONOMY 
unharmed 914:CAR:A unharmed 914:CAR:A Economy to register 3 per cent growth 
UN agency transfers refugees 626:CAR:B 855:CRS:A ` 
EFENCE UN to launche “culture of peace" campaign 
Four killed in cross-border attacks 674:CAR;A GOVERNMENT 
626:CAR:A Army remains at key buildings amid power 
HUMAN RIGHTS struggle 758:CRS:A 
OREIGN AFFAIRS Annan criticises Bangui’s human rights Assoumani claims victory in presidential 
record 627:CAR:C election 734:CRS:A 
hina Annan criticises Bangui’s human rights Election declared Invalid 711:CRS:A 


China to provide US $12 million in 
support 699:CAR‘A 


Jem. Rep. of Congo 


750 Congolese seek refuge in embassy 
891:CAR:B 


dibya 
Libyan planes bomb city north of capital 
890:CAR:A 


Jnited Nations 


Reforms essential, says UN Council 
782:CARA 
UN agency transfers refugees 626:CAR:B 


OREIGN AID 


EC to provide over US $92m to fight 
poverty 674:CAR:B 

EC doriates US $415,040 towards mediation 
efforts 926:CAR:A 

Japan contributes US $4 million in 
medical supplies 710:CAR:A 

WFP extends emergency operation for DRC 
refugees 651:CAR:C 

WFP to launch emergency operation for IDPs 
in Bangui 842:CAR:B 


OVERNMENT 

Bangui signs convention to ban landmines 
854:CAR:B 

Conflicting reports on coup; toll mounts 
878:CAR‘A 

Coup trial postponed 807:CAR:A 

Court acquits former minister accused of 
treason 854:CAR:A 

EC donates US $415,040 towards mediation 
efforts 926:CAR:A 

Fierce fighting in the north 901:CAR:A 

Former defence minister back on trial for 
coup plot 842:CAR:A 

Fugitive army general calls for 
President's resignation 818:CAR:A 

Government launches sweeping reforms 
722:CAR‘A 

Prime Minister launches national 
disarmament campaign 650:CAR:B 

Rebels call on Patasse to resign 914:CAR:A 


record 627:CAR:C 


JUDICIARY 


Coup trial resumes 818:CAR:A 

Court acquits former minister accused of 
treason 854:CAR:A 

Former President Kolingba, 21 others 
sentenced to death 829:CAR:A 


CHAD 


CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 
Government says rebels attacked airport 
855:CHD:A 
Rebel leader dies in hospital 855:CHD:B 


DEVELOPMENT 
Chad-Cameroon pipeline project 771:CHD:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


United States of America 
Chad-Cameroon pipeline project 771:CHD:A 


FOREIGN AID 


World Bank to lend $54m for power, water 
supply 866:CHD:A 


GOVERNMENT. 
Government says rebels attacked airport 
855:CHD:A 
Government, rebels sign peace deal 
627:CHD:A 
Parliament passes amnesty Bill for rebels 
674:CHD:A 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
Belgian judge investigates Hissene Habre 
case 675:CHD:B l 
Human Rights Watch to honour Africa 
justice activist 891:CHD:A 


COMORO ISLANDS 


Military rular steps down 638:CRS:A 

OAU sends envoy after election commissions 
were dissolved 722:CRS:A 

Special committee to review election 
dispute 722:CRS:A 

Uncertainty over troop movements in Moroni 
758:CRS:A 

Voters reject new constitution in Grande 
Comore 686:CRS:A 


CONGO 


CIVIL WAR /LAW & ORDER 


10,000 flee fighting in Brazzaville 
758:CGB:A 

President gives rebels one month to 
surrender 902:CGB:A 

Rebels to stay put in captured town — 
686:CGB:A 

Red Cross evacuates dead, wounded 
771:CGB:B 

Senior genocide suspect arrested in 
Brazzaville 842:CGB:A 

Train attacked, two killed 699:CGB:C 

Two ICRC workers abducted 914:CGB:A 

UNHCR visits refugee camps 675:CGB:A 


DISASTERS 


100 kilied as petrol station explodes 
640:CGB:A 

Half a million people rendered homeless 
638:CGB:A 

People hit by famine in southern Congo 
843:CGB:B 

Quakes, downpour compound misery 
639:CGB:A 

Refugees retum despite wamings 
639:CGB:A 

Volcano destroys Goma 638:CGB:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Dem. Rep. of Congo 


Direct telephone link between Kinshasa and 
Brazzaville 759:CGB:D 


FOREIGN AID 
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:C donates US $66,000 for reintegration of UN report details killing of 183 794:DRC:C A new peace agreement signed 808:DRC:B 
ex-combatants 627:CGB:A UN soldier accused of rape; inquiry under Congo probe deadline extended 782:DRC:C 

iome 20,000 remain inaccessible to aid, way 628:DRC:B Congo, Rwanda sign peace deal 794:DRC:A 
says UN 759:CGB:C Deal between government and MLC rebel 


weden provides US $773,320 aid through 
UN 699:CGB:B 


VERNMENT 


5 of 137 National Assembly seats decided 
in first round 759:CGB:B 

ingolan troops begin pull-out 926:CGB:A 

‘alm prevails in second-round legislative 
elections 771:CGB:A 

rect telephone link between Kinshasa and 
Brazzaville 759:CGB:D 

‘ectoral commission disqualifies 12 
parliamentary candidates 746:CGB:A 

resident gives rebels one month to 
surrender 902:CGB:A 

sassou-Nguesso sworn in as President 
818:CGB:A 

iupreme Court confirms Sassou-Nguesso’s 
victory 699:CGB:A 


MAN RIGHTS 


luman rights NGOs form a federation 
830:CGB:A 


SONGO (DR) 


SINESS 
IN names companies involved in billion 
dollar scams 878:DRC:B 


NL WAR / LAW & ORDER 


eath squad kills 200 747:DRC:A 

lozens ‘dead’ in uprising 734:DRC:A 

iuropean Parliament condemns massacre 
759:DRC:B 

ienocide suspect arrested in Kinshasa 
855:DRC:B 

lumanitarian catastrophe in ituri 
891:DRC:A 

abita sacks leaders of state mining 
company 878:DRC:B 

Aayi-Mayi threatens to resume fighting 
915:DRC:A 

Auseveni meets rebel leaders 891:DRC:A 

tebels to stay put in captured town 
686:DRC:A 

stop DRC clashes, UN urges Uganda 
878:DRC:A 

‘ight security on DRC border 818:DRC:A 

JN finds mass grave 808:DRC:C 

JN names companies involved in billion 
dollar scams 878:DRC:B 

JN peacekeepers disarm 16 more former 
Rwandan soldiers 782:DRC:B 


DISASTERS 
OAU donates US $100,000 to alleviate 
plights of volacano-stricken people 
651:DRC:C 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Belgium 
Belgium apologises for Lumumba killing 
651:DRC:B 


European Union 


European Parliament condemns massacre 
759:DRC:B 


Rwanda 

A new peace agreement signed 808:DRC:B 

Congo, Rwanda sign peace deal 794:DRC:A 

Government bans Rwandan rebel groups 
855:DRC:A 

Kabila, Kagame review peace accord 
878:DRC:A 

UN confirms start of Rwanda troop 
withdrawal 843:DRC:A 


Uganda 
Stop DRC clashes, UN urges Uganda 
878:DRC:A 


United Nations 
Mandate of UN panel on resource 
exploitation extended 794:DRC:B 
Stop DRC clashes, UN urges Uganda 
878:DRC:-A 


United States of America 
US seeking 20 genocide suspects 807:DRC:A 


Zimbabwe 
Zimbabwe begins troop withdrawal 830:DRC:B 


FOREIGN AID 


ADB approves US $500,000 aid to Goma 
residents 700:DRC:B 

ADB approves US $800 million for arrears 
clearance scheme 771:DRC:A 

EU to release DRC aid 627:DRC:A 

UNICEF sends clothes to 14,000 people 
hiding in forests 867:DRC:B 

World Bank announces 80 per cent debt 
cancellation 782:DRC:A 


GOVERNMENT 


movement 711:DRC:A 

DRC marks 42nd Independence anniversary 
772:DRC:B 

DRC parties sign peace deal 927:DRC:A 

DRC takes Rwanda to International Court of 
Justice 759:DRC:A 

Goverment bans Rwandan rebel groups 
855:DRC:A 

Kabila, Kagame review peace accord 
878:DRC:A 

Major Gen Kazini faces arrest 735:DRC:B 

Mandate of UN panel on resource 
exploitation extended 794:DRC:B 

Mbeki hails agreement 927:DRC:A 

Peace talks end in failure 711:DRC:A 

President suspends officials named in UN 
pillage report 891:DRC:B 

RCD-Goma frees 104 child soldiers 
700:DRC:C 

Zimbabwe begins troop withdrawal 830:DRC:B 


HUMAN RIGHTS 


Humgn rights minister freed 830:DRC:A 

ICRC reunites 31 children with parents 
651:DRC:A 

Rights leader abducted and tortured 
867:DRC:A 

‘Rights abuses continue’ 700:DRC:A 


MEDIA 


Joumalist freed, another held 915:DRC:B 
UN journalist freed 843:DRC:B 


D 
DJIBOUTI 


CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 


US warns of new attacks in east Africa 
902:DJB:A 


ENVIRONMENT 
UN team arrive to assess environmental! 
damage 675:DJB:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Iraq 
Govt says US has not asked permission to 
launch attack on Iraq 856:DUB:A 
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Somalia 


President slams region over failure to 
bring peace to Somalia 628:DJB:A 


United Kingdom 


UK promises to get tough over oil spill 
808:DJB:A 


United States of America 


Govt says US has not asked permission to 
launch attack on Iraq 856:DJB:A 

US warns of new attacks In east Africa 
902:DJB:A 


FOREIGN AID 


‘Over US $7 million for poverty reduction 
§86:DJUB:A 


GOVERNMENT 


More US troops en route to Hom 879:DJB:A 
Multi-party politics approved 830:DJB:A. 
President slams region over failure to 

bring peace to Somalia 628:DJB:A 


E 
EGYPT. 


CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 
Military court convicts 51 militants 
831:EGY:A 
Police arrest 28 Islamic activists 
T82:EGY'A 


DISASTERS 
20 die in air disaster 735:EGY:A 
Over 300 killed as fire sweeps through 
running train 663:EGY-A 
‘Pilot crashed EgyptAir jet’ 687:EGY:B 


ENVIRONMENT 


World War li mines still haunt Alamein, 
3,000 killed in past 20 years 892:EGY:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


iraq 
Mubarak’s assurance to Cheney on iraq 
687:EGY:A 


United Nations 


UN asks Egypt to end use of torture 
902:EGY:A | = 


ANNUAL INDEX 


United States of America 

Bush denies aid on human rights issue 
819:EGY:A 

Bush rejects Mubarak’s West Asia peace 
plan 759:EGY:A 

Mubarak’s assurance to Cheney on iraq 
687:EGY'A 

US was wamed about Sept 11 attack by 
Laden 747:EGY:A 

‘US agents penetrated Queda’ 748:EGY:A 


Zimbabwe 


Technical co-operation accord with 
Zimbabwe 927:EGY:A 


GOVERNMENT 

Ancient library opens after 1,600 years 
868:EGY:A 

Arabs angry over Israeli action 
651:EGY:A 

Parliament member expelled 915:EGY:B 

Technical co-operation accord with 
Zimbabwe 927:EGY:A 

World War Il mines still haunt Alamein, 
3,000 killed in past 20 years 892:EGY:A 


HERITAGE 


A museum of treasures planned 628:EGY:A 

Base of queen's pyramid unearthed 
722:EGY:A 

Limestone slab found inside great pyramid 
856:EGY:A 

Sarcophagus found 772:EGY:A 


HUMAN RIGHTS 


Trial of human rights defenders 
threatens freedom of expression 
651:EGY:B 

UN asks Egypt to end use of torture 
902:EGY:A 


JUDICIARY 
Court orders retrial 915:EGY:A 


RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS 


Muslim Brotherhood’s dream of Islamic 
state K40:EGY-A 


TERRORISM 
US was wamed about Sept 11 attack by 


Laden 747:EGY:A 
‘US agents penetrated Queda’ 748:EGY:A 


ERITREA 


CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 


Opposition groups planning 
‘government-in-exile’ 903:ERT:A 


DISASTERS 
Four boys killed in mine accident 
641:ERT:B- 
Slovak peacekeeper killed 664:ERT:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Denmark 
Denmark to stop aid 652:ERT:A 


Ethiopia 

25 Ethiopian PoWs repatriated 640:ERT:A 

Disagreement over venue delays military 
coordination meeting 628:ERT:A 

President Isayas pledges to free Ethiopian 
PoWs 819:ERT:A . 

UN urges parties to cooperate in border 
demarcation 782:ERT:A 


Sudan 
Ambassador to Sudan defects 831:ERT:B 
Eritrea denies backing Sudanese rebels 
» 856:ERT:A 
Khartoum’s"baseless charges"denied 
687:ERT:B 


United Nations 


Annan calls for adjusting UNMEE mandate 
795:ERT:A 


Annan recommends extension of UNMEE mandatı 


831:ERT:A 

UN mission extended by six months 
687:ERT:A 

UN urges parties to cooperate in border 
demarcation 782:ERT:A 

UNHCR ends refugee status for Eritreans 
735:ERT:B 


United States of America 


US accused of unwarranted intervention 
869:ERT:A 


FOREIGN AID 
EC to resume aid to Eritrea 892:ERT:A 


GOVERNMENT 
5,000 soldiers to be demoblished 
7iI1:ERTA 
Addis accused of violating border 
decision 722:ERT:A 
Ambassador to Sudan defects 831:ERT:B 


Annan welcomes PoWs commitment 819:ERT:A 


Eritrea denies backing Sudanese rebels 
856:ERT:A 
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Govemment urged to free detainees 
843:ERT:A 

Government warns of looming humanitarian 
crisis 795:ERT:B 

Khartoum’s"baseless charges*denied 
687:ERT:B 

Meeting between military leaders 
723:ERT:A 

New envoy to Italy named 843:ERT:B 

Opposition groups planning 
‘govemment-in-exile’ 903:ERT:A 

President Isayas pledges to free Ethiopian 
PoWs 819:ERT-A 


JMAN RIGHTS 
Government urged to free detainees 
843:ERT:A 


EDIA 

Committee to protect journalists 809:ERT:A 

HRW demands “immediate release" of 
determined journalists and dissidents 
735:ERTA 

Media watchdog urges release of 
joumalists 700:ERT:A 


ETHIOPIA 


JSINESS 


ETC signs $40,000 contract with a 
Chinese company 701:ETP:A 


VIL WAR /LAW & ORDER 

15 killed in Awasa riots 748:ETP:B 

2 hijackers shot dead aboard Ethiopian - 
plane 760:ETP:A 

Five killed in grenade attack 844:ETP:B 

Heroin trafficker sentenced to three years 
imprisonment 629:ETP:C 

Police arrest Oromo students 735:ETP:A 


“VELOPMENT 


Ethiopia ranks 168th in human development 
index 795:ETP:B 


SASTERS 

Appeals for food aid 915:ETP:A 

Drought, lack of food aid hit millions 
892:ETP:A ; 

Food crisis in Ethiopia 903:ETP:A 

More than 11 million face severe food 
shortages 927:ETP-A 


VIRONMENT 
Wildlife on verge of extinction 760:ETP:B 


ANNUAL INDEX 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


China 


China pledges technical assistance 
628:ETP:A 
China to extend technical aid 809:ETP:A 


Israel / Palestine 


Ethiopian Airlines suspends flights to Tel 
Aviv 916:ETP:C 


Sudan 


Addis to sign preferential trade 
agreement 711:ETP-A 


United Nations 


UN Security Council ends mission 
664:ETP:A 


FOREIGN AID 


25 million euro loan 916:ETP:B 

ADF loan for water project 831:ETP:A 

China pledges technical assistance 
628:ETP:A 

Drought, lack of food aid hit millions 
892:ETP:A 

US donates money for refugees 783:ETP:B 


GOVERNMENT 


Appeals for food aid 915:ETP:A 

China to extend technical aid 809:ETP:A 

Ethiopia ranks 168th in human development 
index 795:ETP-B 

Government dismisses calls for sea outlet 
652:ETP:C 

Massive relief needed, says govt 856:ETP:A 

Ministers approve anti-corruption laws 
B44:ETP-A 

OAU central organ welcomes boundary 
commission's decision 723:ETP:A 

PM blasts westam govemments 748:ETP:A 

Premier vows to fight terrorism 869:ETP:A 

Top bank officials charged with corruption 
629:ETP:B 

Two NGOs closed for threatening-national 
security 711:ETP:B 


HEALTH 


Anti-AIDS taskforce criticised 892:ETP:B 

Largest-ever pclio vaccination campaign 
879:ETP:A 

Major anti-HIV/AIDS campaign to be 
launched 735:ETP:B 


HERITAGE 


Thousasnds greet return of stolen 
artefact 652:ETP:A 


JUDICIARY 


Court fines editor for "contempt" 
652:ETP:B 


MEDIA 


Court finas editor for "contempt" 
652:ETP-B 

Govemment urged to repeal draconian press 
laws 795:ETP:C 

Journalist jailed for two years for libel, 
incitement to violence 783:ETP:A 

Journalists’ Association opposes revised 
press law 819:ETP:A 

Last journalist imprisoned in the country 
is released 675:ETP:A 

PEN International campaigning on behalf of 
joumailists in prison 772:ETP:A 


TRANSPORT 


Ethiopian Airlines to modemise fleet 
795:ETP:A 


G 


GABON 


FOREIGN AID 


EU gives US $260,370 to fight Ebola 
653:GBN:A 


HEALTH 

Ebola death toll rises to 34 641:GBN:A 

Ebola fever claims 54 lives 652:GBN:A 

Ebola cases due to contact with gorilla 
712:;GBN:A 

Ebola cases rise to 55 664:GBN:A 

Ebola death toll now 24 629:GBN:A 

Ebola fever outbreak is over, says WHO 
736:GBN:A 


MEDIA 
RSF raps NePAD members 773:GBN:A 


GAMBIA 


CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 

100,‘blood diamond’ pieces found with 
suspects 701:GMB:A 

Internet helpd drug trafficking 783:GMB:B 

Police arrest self-prolcaimed ‘God’ 
903:GMB:B 

Sex workers arrested 893:GMB:B 

‘Blood diamond’ suspects appreherided 
676:GMB:B 
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DISASTERS CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER GOVERNMENT 
35 injured in accident on newly 251 criminals arrested 736:GNA:A Mano River Union countries agree on 
constructed road 701:GMB:B 5 Armed men rob Salvation Army boss border security 676:GNE:A 


Fire ravages Jammeh’s Kanilai Park 
676:GMB:C 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


European Union 


Government calls for immediate withdrawal 
of EU envoy 629:GMB:A 


United States of America 
Fresh arrest of Gambians in America 
S03:GMB:A 
Rights defenders protest ‘impunity deal’ 
for US soldiers 879:GMB:A 


GOVERNMENT 

Banjul urged to ratify Rome statute 
675:GMB:A 

Bola Carrol appointed to genocide court 
687:GMB:A 

Gambia gets new Chief justice 688:GMB:B 

Government calls for immediate withdrawal 
of EU envoy 629:GMB:A 

National Assembly ratifies UN 
anti-terrorism convention 723:GMB:A 

President withholds assent to media Bill 
783:GMB:A 

Press union to sue government 892:GMB:A 

University council dissolved 688:GMB:C 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
Rights defenders protest ‘impunity deal’ 
for US soldiers 879:GMB:A 


MEDIA 
Congolese correspondent held without 
charge 809:GMB:A 
Journalist flees to Dakar 819:GMB:A 
Media Bill criticised 736:GMB:A 
Press union to sue government 892:GMB:A 


RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS 
376 pilgrims airlifted to Saudi Arabia 
653:GMB:A 


GHANA 


BUSINESS 
4 cocoa purchasers face ban following 
involvement in smuggling 796:GNA:A 
Ready market in US and Japan for cocoa 
bean shells 653:GNA:A 


893:GNA‘A 
Court jails child kidnappers 736:GNA:B 
Electoral officer jailed 820:GNA:A 
Police arrest 16 drug suspects 880:GNA:A 
Togolese cocoa smuggler arrested 879:GNA:A 
Two killed 1,200 displaced in ethnic 

dashes north 702:GNA:A 


DISASTERS 
Air Force helicopter disappears 688:GNA:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Nigeria 
New Partnership with Nigeria 783:GNA:A 


United States of America 
Bill Clinton helps poor gain property 
tiles 856:GNA:A 
US treasury secretary in Accra 748:GNA:A 


FOREIGN TRADE 
WTO signs customs accord 676:GNA:A 


GOVERNMENT 


Dusk-to-dawn curfew in north 701:GNA:A 
Landslide victory for Mills in NDC polls 
928:GNA‘A 


HEALTH 
Female condom promotion launched 904:GNA:A 


LABOUR 


West Africa’s cocoa farms exploit 284,000 
child labourers 820:GNA:B 


MEDIA 
Passions editor to apologize 796:GNA:B 


GUINEA 


CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 


Opposition leaders jailed for 20 years 
760:GNE:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
Gambia 


Presidents Jammeh and Conti sign joint 
communique 773:GNE:A 


Opposition leaders jailed for 20 years 
760:GNE:A 

Presidents Jammeh and Conti sign joint 
communique 773:GNE:A 


GUINEA BISSAU 


CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 


Bishops appeal for action to salvage the 
country 831:GNB:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Gambia 


Gambia shocked by Guinea Bissau coup 
Claims 773:GNB:A 


United Nations 


UN Security Council urges dialogue 
629:GNB:A 


GOVERNMENT 

Bissau needs 2.2m euros for elections 
916:GNB:A 

Chissano visits Bissau land mine centre 
880:GNB:A 

Coup plotters to be pardoned 760:GNB:A 

Dipiomatic training seminar ends 761:GNB:C 

Elections set for February 904:GNB:A 

Gambia shocked by Guinea Bissau coup 
Claims 773:GNB:A 

Government releases opposition leader 
653:GNB:A 

Peace envoy detained 702:GNB:B 

President appoints new head of Supreme 
Court 676:GNB:A 

President threatens former PM with 
prison 702:GNB:A 

State, interest groups, civil society 
pursue dialogue 712:GNB:A 

UN Security Council urges dialogue 
629:GNB:A 


HUMAN RIGHTS 


Malabo, Niamey urged to fight rights 
abuses 761:GNB:B 

Watchdog says fights defenders are being 
harassed 653:GNB:A 


MEDIA 


Protest against arrest of journalists in 
Bissau 784:GNB:A 
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MEETINGS 


Action plan for sustainable growth-Earth 
Summit 2002 839:IME:A 


VORY COAST 


ISINESS 
70C0a price hits 16-year high amid unrest 
857:IVC:B 


VIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 

Annan appoints humanitarian envoy to Ivory 
Coast 928:IVC:A 

seasefire signed by rebels takes effect 
867:IVC:A 

>easefire talks fail, says mediator 
857:IVC:A 

Jefence minister sacked as rebels advance 
868:IVC:A 

-rench forces battle rebels 928:IVC:A 

deavy fighting in Bouake 857:IVC:A 

olice indicted for death of Nigerian 
student 794:1VC:B 

iebels condemn new proposals 917:/VC:B 

Rebels seize town 928:IVC:A 

Fen arrested over coup plot in Abidjan 
820:IVC:A 

rransport strike paralyses Abidjan 
794:1VC:A 

Troops gun down 120 civilians 917:IVC:A 

Jitimatum to rebels 867:IVC:A 

fouth called to arms as rebels advance 
917:IVC:A 


REIGN AFFAIRS 


zera 
755 Nigerians evacuated from ivory Coast 
880:IVC:A 


REIGN AID 
ADB lends US $ 72m for rural development 
808:IVC:A 


ERNMENT 

755 Nigerians evacuated from Ivory Coast 
B80:IVC:A 

ceasefire signed by rebels takes effect 
867:IVC:A 

Ceasefire talks fail, says mediator 


ANNUAL INDEX 


857:1VC:A 

Coup attempt foiled, says PM 844:IVC:A 

Defence minister sacked as rebels advance 
8E8:1VC:A 

Ecowas agrees to send 2000 peacekeepers 
880:1VC:A 

Election chaotic, says opposition 
784:IVC:A 

France sends troops 845:IVC:A 

Opposition leader granted citizenship 
papers 772:IVC:A l 

Ouattara granted citizenship 772:IVC:A 

Ultimatum to rebels 867:IVC:A 


JUDICIARY 


Coup plotters convicted 772:VC:B 
Six jailed in connection with coup plot 
T47:IVCA 


K 
KENYA 


BUSINESS 


Shah Munge in court over NSE ban 917:KNY:B 


CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 


12 foreigners including 6 Palestinians 
held 905:KNY:A, 

14 killed in suicide attack on hotel; 
missiles fired at Israeli plane 904:KNY:A 

16 illegal immigrants arrested 761:KNY:C 

2 die in bandit atack 893:KNY:B 

20 houses set on fire as rustlers raid 
village 832:KNY:B 

200 Mungiki members arrested in Kajiado 
688:KNY:A 

3,000 guns surrendered in north-east 
654:KNY:A 

344 arrested over policeman’s murder 
665:KNY:D 

Australia alert 905:KNY:A 

Four women carjacked, raped in Dandora 
724:KNY:C 

Four killed in Tana attack 630:KNY:A 

Government steps up war on illegal 
aliens 664:KNYB 

Hundreds of foreigners arrested in 
Eastleigh 748:KNY:A 

KANU politician arrested 773:KNY:A 

Lawyers sign protest note over judiciary's 
gag order 857:KNY:B 

Mossad takes over probe 905:KNY:A 

New Vision agent killed 737:KNY:B 

Over 1,000 ‘illegal’ immigrants netted 
in police swoop 654:KNY:B 

Pakistani heroin trafficker jailed 


820:KNY:B 

Pakistani in court over drug trafficking .. 
930:KNY:B 

Pakistani trader charged with theft 
641:KNY:B 

Police arrest seven doomsday cult 
members 688:KNY:A 

Police shoot at minister, MP 784:KNY:A 

Reward offered for arrest of terrorist 
suspects 917:KNY:A 

Sacked airport staff charged 724:KNY:E 

Seven militiamen rape woman at gunpoint 
749:KNY:B 

Ugandan jail escapee dodges Kenya police 
893:KNY:C 

UNHCR head accepts Nairobi corruption 
report 641:KNY:A 

Union to call strike over airline 
sackings 712:KNY:A 


DISASTERS 
Over 27,000 displaced by floods in Tana’ 
River 737:KNY:D 
Tana floods kill 11, displace thousands 
881:KNY:B . 


ECONOMY 


Poachers kill nine elephants in Isiolo 
641:KNY:C 


EDUCATION 
5,000 teachers boycott classes 832:KNY:C 


ENVIRONMENT 


10 elephants killed in game park, 
poacher shot 712:KNY:B 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Turkey 
Nairobi, Turkey sign agreement 665:KNY:E 


FOREIGN AID 
Trade deal with Greece 688:KNY:B 


GOVERNMENT 

10 countries sign declaration on arms 
809:KNY:B 

180 air traffic controllers reinstated 
857:KNY-A 

32 sacked in KCSE scandal 761:KNY:B 

Action against teachers 737:KNY:E 

Africa online move blocked by court 
724:KNY:D 

Angry CJ fights back criticism 73S6:KNY:A 

Bomb victims sue Osama for $100b seized 
assets 761:KNY:A l 

Electoral Commission locks out 77,000 
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voters 881:KNY:A 

End for Moi era 929:KNY:A 

Govemment sacks striking aircraft 
controllers 702:KNY:A 

Government to provide special security 
during polls, says Moi 869:KNY:A 


ANNUAL INDEX 


L 
LESOTHO 


Justice Kanyelhamba named for Commonwealth | BUSINESS 


panel 723:KNY:A 
Kenya drafts new Constitution 845:KNY:A 
Kibaki takes oath as President 928:KNY:A 
Kibaki vows to purge Kenya of corruption 
92S:KNY:A 
Lawyers sign protest note over judiciary’s 
gag order 857:KNY:B 
Leaders urges State to lift fishing 
ban 703:KNY:C 
Milk products import banned 810:KNY:C 
Minister quits, joins opposition 893:KNY:A 
Moi dissolves parliament 880:KNY:A 
Moi sacks Vice President 832:KNY:A 
Mombasa mayor suspended 723:KNY:B 
More air traffic staff sacked 712:KNY:A 


MPs slam Central Bank governor 664:KNY:A . 


Police shoot at minister, MP 784:KNY:A 

Postbank,government sign pensions 
contract 703:KNY:B 

President Moi sacks Kamotho, Gumo 
803:KNY:A 

Reward offered for arrest of terrorist 
suspects 917:KNY:A 

Thirteen suspended councillors reinstated 
amid protest 796:KNY:A 

Thousands left homeless in Mombasa slum 
evictions 677:KNY:B 

Union to call strike over airline 
sackings 712:KNY:A 


HEALTH 


Anti-HIV/AIDS groups demand urgency to 
match crisis 737:KNY:C 
Malaria claims 300 lives 784:KNY:B 


JUDICIARY 


13,000 old cases thrown out 665:KNY:C 
Court orders seeds firm to stay shut 
677:KNY:A 


POPULATION 
Population growth rate set to drop 
784:KNY:C 


RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS 


Priests face the sack over campaigns 
820:KNY:A 


SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
Uneducated still follow cruel female 
circumcision 630:KNY:B 


Siemens bags large telecom contract 
821:LST:A 


COMMUNICATIONS 


Siemens switches on Lesotho network 
845:LST:A 


GOVERNMENT 
Electoral commission rigged polis, claims 
opposition 796:LST:A 
Emphasis on conflict resolution in run-up 
to election 713:LST:A 
Poll preparations on track 703:LST:A 
Tsekoa presents budget 654:LST:A 


JUDICIARY 


Electoral commission rigged polls, claims 
opposition 796:LST:A 


LIBERIA 


CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 

Assaul ton Monrovia 737:LIB:A 

At least 40,000 displaced in fighting 
737:LIB:A 

Charles Taylor's son on the rampage again 
930:LIB:A 

Civil society groups call for ceasefire 
832:LIB:A 

Five rights workers detained 704:LIB:A 

New Deal condemns police harassment 
703:LIB:A 

Rebels capture town north of Gbamga 
749:LIB:A 

Thousands fiee Liberia 774:LIB:B 

UNHCR concem over fate of 5 nurses 
784:LIB:A 

‘No rule of jaw’ 774:LIB:A 

‘One million’ people displaced’ 665:LIB:A 


DISASTERS 
Antonov 12 plane crashes 665:LIB:B 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Sierra Leone 
14,000 repatriated to Sierra Leone 
858:UB:B 
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United Nations 
Extend UN arms embargo, says HRW 724:LIB 


United States of America 
US govt wants Bility released 905:LIB:A 


FOREIGN AID 


Churches appeal for emergency relief 
858:LIB:C 


GOVERNMENT 

14,000 repatriated to Sierra Leone 
858:LIB:B 

Assauiton Monrovia 737:LIB:A 

Dogolea died of cancer 749:LIB:B 

Emergency declared 654:LIB:A 

Liberia accused of busting UN arms embargc 
870:LIB:A 

New Deal condemns police harassment 
703:LIB:A 

Rebel attack on Kakata repulsed 
704:LIB:B 

Taylor says he can't be defeated 767:LIB:A 

Taylor vows to defend country from 
rebel attacks 665:LIB:A 

Weapons still buried in Monrovia, says 
Taylor 724:LIB:B 

Woman elected as president pro tempore 
858:LIB:A 


HUMAN RIGHTS 

Aloysius Toe charged with treason 
894:LIB:A 

Human rights defenders in detention 
887:LIB:A 

Rights body expresses concern over 
detention without trial 630:LIB:A 

Thousands still need food, shelter 
688:LIB:A 


MEDIA 

independent newspaper closed under state 
of emergency 724:LIB:C 

Jailed editor Hassan Bility released 
918:LIB:A 

Journalist re-arrested 785:LIB:B 

Journalists attacked near Freetown 
689:LIB:B 

Newspaper closed down, four journalists 
arrested 665:LIB:A 


LIBYA 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Israel / Palestine 
Gaddafi siams Saudi peace plan 677:LBY:A 
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udi Arabia 
jaddafi slams Saudi peace plan 677:LBY:A 


ited States of America 

ockerbie deal with US likely 641:LBY:A 

JS extends curbs 631:LBY:A 

JS renews its list of terrorist states 
750:LBY:A 


nbabwe 
“uel supply to Zimbabwe stopped 858:LBY:A 
byan envoy denies collapse of fuel deal 
B94-LBY:A 
il Group hit by its dealings with 
Zimbabwe 821:LBY:A 


VERNMENT 

$2.7 bn offered to Lockerbie victims 
749: BY:A 

\rab League rejects Libya's demand 
881:LBY:A 

zaddafi's offer on Lockerbie 725:LBY:A 

.ibya no longer a rogue state, says 
Gaddafi 832:LBY:A 

.ibya ready to compensate Lockerbie 
victims 810:L BY:A 

-ibya to leave Arab League 881:LBY:A 

-ockerbie families say no to offer 
762:LBY:A 

Vandeia visists PanAm bomber 762:LBY:A 

JS extends curbs 631:LBY:A 


DICIARY 


-ockerbie convict staris term in Glasgow 
689:LBY:A 


RRORISM 


JS renews its list of terrorist states ` 
750:LBY:A 


M 
MALAGASY 


VIL. WAR / LAW & ORDER 
church offers mediation as protests 
intensify 654:MLG:A 


=x-mayor accused of embezzlement 870:MLG:B 


Viass protests in capital 654:MLG:A 

Violence breaks out as rival camps 
Clash 678:MLG:A 

Violence flares as peace talks are 
postponed 738:MLG:A 


ANNUAL INDEX 


DISASTERS 
Government gets help to storm victims 
631:MLG:A 
Government gets help to storm victims 
631:MLG:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Senegal 
African leaders plan to end Antananarivo 
crisis 762:MLG:A 


United States of America 
US recognises Marc Ravalomanana 774:MLG:A 


GOVERNMENT 

African leaders plan to end Antananarivo 
crisis 762:MLG:A 

Fresh outbreak of violence threatens new 
peace talks 750:MLG:A 

Governors press on with plans to secede 
725:MLG:A 

OAU may hoid fresh polls 774:MLG:A 

Opposition appoints Prime Minister 
677:MLG:A 

Parliament dissolved ahead of elections 
870:MLG:A 

Plot to kill President claimed as crisis 
summit opens 774:MLG:B 

Presbyterians appeal for US action 
666:MLG:A 

Ratsiraka calls off new talks unit] PM is 
released 750:MLS:A 

Ravalomanana aims for unity government 
762:MLG:A 

Ravalomanana declared President 725:MLG:A 

Ravalomanana demands referendum 666:MLG:A 

Ravalomanana gets UN nod of approval 
833:MLG:A 

Ravalomanana set to win in legislative 
elections 918:MLG:A 

Re-count of votes 725:MLG:A 

Rival Presidents strike peace deal in 
Senegal 713:MLG:A 

Spectre of civil war looms 750:MLG:A 


HEALTH 
670 die of flu 833:MLG:B 


JUDICIARY 


Court declares Ravalomanana new President 
738:MLG:A 


MALAWI 


CIVIL WAR /LAW & ORDER 
Opposition politician arrested 845:MLW:A 
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Police search Al-Qaeda men 821:MLW:A 
Two confess to murdering German tourist 
738:MLW:A 


DISASTERS 
Flooding leaves thousands homeless 
631:MLW:B 
Three million in need of food aid 
738:MLW:B 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


SADC summit promotes peace agenda 
643:MLW:A l 


Denmark 
Government hits back at Denmark 655:MLW:B 


Libya 
Gaddafi promises Malawi aid 797:MLW:A 


United Kingdom 
UK urges Anti-Corruption Bureau to probe 
maize scam 655:MLW:A 


Zimbabwe 


Regional conflicts dominate SADC leaders’ 
summit 631:MLW:A 


FOREIGN AID 
EC responds to hunger crisis 858:MLW:A 
USAID gives US $14 million to fight hunger 
775:MLW-A 


GOVERNMENT 

High court decision upholds Muluzi’s ban 
on demonstrations 762:MLW:A 

Judiciary and Muluzi clash over third term 
762:MLW:A 

Muluzi attacks Christians 882:MLW:A 

Opposition politician arrested 845:MLW:A 

Police disperse crowds against third 
presidential term 894:MLW:A 

Regional conflicts dominate SADC leaders’ 
summit 631:MLW-A 

Sacked politician says he was fighting for 
freedom 631:MLW:C 

SADC summit promotes peace agenda 
643:MLW:A 

UK urges Anti-Corruption Bureau to probe 
maize scam 655:MLW:A 


HEALTH 
HIV/AIDS kills 7,500 teachers annually 
655:MLW:C 
New malaria drug 930:MLW:A 


~ 


JUDICIARY 
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Court quashes order banning demonstrations 
881:MLW:A 

High court decision upholds Muiuzi’s ban 
on demonstrations 762:MLW:A 

Judiciary and Muluzi clash over third term 
762:MLW:A 


MEDIA 


Freelance journalist killed 821:MLW:B 
Joumailist kileld in bar 810:MLW:A 


MALI 


DEVELOPMENT 


African Development Bank to support 
irrigation project 713:MLI:B 


DISASTERS 


Floods kill 3, scroes made homeless 
810:MLIA 


GOVERNMENT 

Constitutional court cancels 0.5m votes, 
confirms poll result 738:MLEA 

Former ruler returns as Bamako’s elected 
leader 763:MLI:A 

New President takes office 763:MLI:A 

New unity government named 870:MLI:A 

Poll peaceful, says Konare 725:MLEA 

Protests called against disputed election 
results 726:MLIA 

Toure is new President 750:MLI:A 

Transparency at the core of presidential 
elections 773:MLI:A 


MAURITANIA 


CIVIL WAR /LAW & ORDER 


Police sued over reported torture 
763:MRT-A 


FOREIGN AID 

ADB approves debt relief 797:MRT:A 

Funds needed desperately 763:MRT:B 

Lack of funds delays WFP emergency 
operation 738:MRT-A 

WFP approves US $200,000 in emergency aid 
644:MRAT:A 

WFP appeal for food aid 858:MRT:A 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
Government bans opposition party 631:MRT-:A 
Police sued over reported torture 
763:MRT:A 
Slavery persists, says Amnesty report 


ANNUAL INDEX 
918:MRT:A 


- | MEDIA 


Another newspaper publication seized 
841:MRT:A 


MAURITIUS 


CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 


Life term for Kenyan woman for smuggling 
drugs 739:MUR‘A 


GOVERNMENT 
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Morocco invades islet off Spain 785:MRC:A 

Morocco, Spain end row over island 
797:-MRC:A ! 

New Ambassador to Angola nominated 
846;:MRC:B 

Oil deals cause concern 655:MRC:A 

Parlimentarians meet to improve 
women’s lot 704:MRC:A 

Polisario firm on self-determination 
726:MRC:A 

Radicals make gains in polls 859:MRC:A 

Release all war detainees, urges ICRC 
666:MRC:A 

Royals break tradition 786:MRC:C 


SADC parliamentary assembly ends 894:MURA:A | HUMAN RIGHTS 


MOROCCO 


DISASTERS 
49 die in jall fire 882:MRC:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


italy 
4 Moroccans held in Rome for plotting 
aganist US 666:MRC:B 


Spain 
Morocco invades islet off Spain 785:MRC:A 
Morocco, Spain end row over island 
797:MRC:A 


United Nations 
UN mission mandate extended by six months 
811:MRC:A - 
UN Security Council expresses concem over 
PoWs 678:MRC:A 
UN to rule on Rabat oil deal 644:MRC:A 


United States of America 
4 Moroccans held in Rome for plotting 
aganist US 666:MRC:B 
Release all prisoners, says US government 
644:MRC:B 


Zimbabwe 
Morocco hails Mugabe as one of Africa’s 
greatest statesmen 846:MRC:A 


GOVERNMENT 
Amnesty calls for information on missing 
persons 833:MRC:A 
King’s wedding a sign of hope for 
women 6839:MRC:A 
Minister wams Muslim clerics 785:MRC:B 


Amnesty calis for information on missing 
persons 833:MRC:A 


OBITUARY 
Beiqola’s death a rude shock 775:MRC:A 


MOZAMBIQUE 


BUSINESS 


Vodacom wins licence to operate in Maputo 
763:MZQ:A 


CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 


Cardoso assassin hiding on lbo island 
931:MZQ:A 

Cardoso killer escapes from prison 
834:MZQ:C 

Security to witnesses in Cardoso murder 
case 918:MZO:A 


DISASTERS 
Over 196 killed in rail disaster 751:MZQ:A 


ENVIRONMENT 
Mega park launched 919:MZQ:B 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


South Africa 
Pretoria and Maputo sign MoU 644:MZQ:A 


Swaziland 


President Chissano meets King Mswati of 
Swaziland to combat sugar smuggling 
798:MZQ:A 


United Kingdom 


Chissano praises Blair for debt 
cancellation 834:MZQ:B 
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United Nations 
Kofi Annan in Maputo 833:MZQ:A 


United States of America 


Genetically modified food from US accepted 
822:MZQ:B 


Zimbabwe 


Zimbabwe, Mozambique sign agreement 
931:MZQ:B 

Zimbabwean White farmers apply for land 
lease 775:MZQ:A 


FOREIGN AID 


Half a million people need aid 763:MZQ:B 

Japanese aid for rural water project 
798:MZQ:B 

UK writes off US $152 million debt 
739:MZQ:A 


GOVERNMENT 

Agreements on agricultural development 
signed with Italy 786:MZQ:A 

Agreements signed with FAO 786:MZQ:A 

Army hopes to destroy landmines by 2003 
726:MZQ:A 

Beira-Zimbabwe railway reopened 882:MZQ:A 

Chissano praises Blair for debt 
cancellation 834:MZQ:B 

Defence lawyers threaten to boycott 
Cardoso murder deal 895:MZQ:B 

Evicted Zimbabwe farmers welcomed 
821:MZQ:A 

Genetically modified food from US accepted 
822:MZQ:B 

Govt signs pogramme with UNICEF 822:MZQ:C 

Manecas Daniel re-elected president of PRD 
859:MZQ:A 

Minister calls for fight against 
corruption 906:MZQ:A 

New general secretary for Renamo 895:MZQ:A 

Police pledge to uncover truth of Cardoso 
killer's escape 846:MZQ:A 

President Chissano meets King Mswati of 
Swaziland to combat sugar smuggling 
798:MZQ:A 

Renamo deputy resigns 811:MZQ:A 

Sena Railway to be revived 798:MZQ:C 

Zimbabwe, Mozambique sign agreement 
931:MZQ:B 

‘New port for Maputo to go ahead’ 
739:MZQ:B 


JUDICIARY 


Defence lawyers threaten to boycott 
Cardoso murder deal 895:MZQ:B 
Security to witnesses in Cardoso murder 


ANNUAL INDEX 
case 918:MZQ:A 


MEDIA 


Cardoso assassin hiding on Ibo istand 
931:MZQ:A 

Commonwealth Press Union flays Harare and 
Maputo governments 678:MZQ:A 

CPJ concern over journalist's murder probe 
871:MZQ:A 


N 
NAMIBIA 


CIVIL WAR /LAW & ORDER 

Another treason suspect dies in custody 
871:NMB:A 

Bandits killed in border shoot-out 
655:NMB:A 

Fifth man arrested for cop’s murder 
764:NMB:A 

Former minister arrested 798:NMB:B 

President’s aide sharged with policeman’s 
murder 666:NMB:A 

Rapist husband jailed for 10 years 
656:NMB:B 


GOVERNMENT 
Anti-graft Bill delayed again 859:NMB:A 
Former minister arrested 798:NMB:B 
Hungry UNITA soldiers surrendering in 
Namibia 798:NMB:C 
Nujoma sceptical about NePAD 798:NMB:A 


JUDICIARY 
Artist gets 50 years for rape and murder 
of minor 690:NMB:A 
Court clears path for ‘illegitimate’ 
son’s claim 690:NMB:B 


NIGER 


CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 


Loyal soldiers crush mutiny 811:NIG:A 

Over 260 soldiers arrested in connection 
with mutiny 822:NIG:A 

Vandals destory 78 hectares of trees near 
Niamey 764:NIG:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Japan 
Cooperation agreements signed with Japan 
667:NIG:A 
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GOVERNMENT 


Alert after release of aircraft hijackers 
690:NIG:A 

Loyal soldiers crush mutiny 817:NIG:A 

Over 260 soldiers arrested in connection 
with mutiny 822:NIG:A 


HEALTH 


Meningitis kills over 100 persons 
822:NIG:B 


HUMAN RIGHTS 


Human rights defender sentenced to jail 
846:NIG:A 


MEDIA 


Journalist arrested for reports on mutiny 
822:NIG:A 

Journalists released after a week in jail 
for defamation 751:NIG:A 

Publisher jailed in Niger 775:NIG:A 

Second journalist arrested over mutiny 
reports 834:NIG:A 

State of alert threatens independent media 
812:NIG:A 


NIGERIA 


ARTS 
Miss World contest hots up 895:NGR:A 


CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 

100 dead in riots 656:NGR:B 

168 held for trafficking in women 
896:NGR:B 

20 killed in political violence 727:NGR:D 

Alarm over 15 missing women 812:NGR:A 

Death toll in riots crosses 200 906:NGR:A 

Editor arrested over article 907:NGR:A 

Fatwa against author 907:NGR:A 

Former deputy governor arrested for 
ministers murder 931:NGR:A 

Hundreds flee after mob kills seven 
policemen 643:NGR:D 

Ignore fatwa, says Islamic body 907:NGR:A 

Miss World venue shifts to London 
907:NGR:A 

NLC heeds court order, calls off 
strike 643:NGR:B 

Nude protest over oil 786:NGR°A 

Ogoni clashes leave 15 dead 739:NGR:B 

Police arrest six over robbery attack 
764:NGR:B 

Twenty arrested over cult clash 812:NGR:B 

Two lovers to die by stoning 835:NGR:C 

Women ‘win’ battle against oil giant 
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799:NGRA LABOUR Genocide suspecets working atthe 
Sacked workers resume attacks on governor tribunal 656:RND:A 
DISASTERS Tinubu 896:NGR:C Genocide suspect Andre Ntagerura’s wife 


$100,000 secovered from EAS aircraft 
victim 73SNGR:A 

Air crash claims 148 lives, only 5 
survive 7Z6:NGR:A 

Hundreds “eared dead in ammo blast 
642:NGRA 

Piane crash survivor flown to Germany 
859:NGR:B 

President says ammunition fire may be 
sabotage 656:NGR:A 

President declares national tragedy 
656:AGRA 


EDUCATION 


5 students suspended for joining cult 
896:NGF:D 
University expels 35 students 643:NGR:C 


FINANCE 


Central Benk tackles money laundering 
834:NGF:A 


GOVERNMENT 
Anti-graft panel gets $300m foreign aid 
859:NGF:A 
Elections in August 727:NGR:B 


Government sacks corrupt judges 727:NGR:C 


Govemors mediate in political feud, army 
pledges oyaity 823:NGR:A 
Moves to ban Islamic law 690:NGR:A 


Mugabe snubs Obasanjo, others 846:NGR:A 


Nigeria tc get back $1 billion looted 
by late cictator 713:NGR:A 

Obasanjo iaces impeachment 822:NGR:A 

Obasanjo signs money laundering Bill into 
law 919:NGR'A 

Obasanjo will survive impeachment threat, 
says mirister 871:NGR:A 

Prisoners 10 be disenfranchised 834:NGR:B 

Senate dismisses sovereign national 
confererce Bill 679:NGR:A 

Three coramissioners resign in Kaduna 
823:NGF::C 

‘Plans to inpeach Obasanjo is blackmail’ 
764:NGR:A 


HUMAN RICHTS 
Beauties raise rights issue 847:NGR:B 


JUDICIARY 


20 women convicted for indecent act 
713:NGR:B 


islamic ccurt sentences woman to be stoned 


to death 323:NGR:B 


MEDIA 


Editor arrested over article 907:NGR:A 


SOCIAL AFFAIRS 


Women’s forum hears window’s horror tale 
919:NGR:B 


TERRORISM 


Abuja signs convention on terrorism 
727:NGR:E 


R 
REGIONAL 


African Union, Peace and Security Council 
launched 790:REG:A 

AIDS ‘compounds’ woes in Africa 851:REG:B 

Cautious optimism on African conflicts 
838:REG:A 

Gaddafi, Mbeki vie for leadership 
803:REG:A 

Global warming takes its toll 889:REG:B 

Last Bushmen lose rights to be nomads 
743:REG:A 


Mugabe’s shadow over G-8 summit 780:REG:A 


Racket in AIDS drugs for Africa 936:REG:A 
US hunts Qaeda in & Africa 851:REG:A 


RWANDA 


CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 


Attackers boasted about their killings, 
witness claims 727:RND:A 

Catholic priest denies genocide charges 
714:RND:A 

Dismissed defence lawyer wants payment for 
document 764:RND:A 

Ex-mayor Kanyabashi incited massacres of 
Tutsis 765:RND:A 

Former governor of Kigali pleads not 
guilty 907:RND:A 

Former military officer arrested in 
Belgium 740:RND:A 

Former minister not guilty of genocide, 
says defence 871:RND:A 

Former minister ordered rapes and 
killings, says witness 872:RND:A 

Former minister's genocide trial ends 
896:RND:A 

Former President Bizimungu arrested 
714:RND:B 


testifies in his defence 740:RND:A 

Genocide suspect Kabiligi testfies in 
defence of Andre Ntagerura 691:RND:A 

Jean-Baptiste Gatete denies 10 counts of 
genocide 847:RND:B 

Kigali mass killer is hiding in Nairobi, 
says FBI 764:RND:A 

Mayor and ex-military officer deny 
genocide charges 692:RND:A 

Mother and son drove refugees for 
massacre, witness claims 739:RND:A 

Pastor, son never lured refugees to 
ill-fated complex, says witness 714:;RND:A 

Radio call for extermination of Tutsis 
691:RND:A 

Roadblocks set up to screen Tutsis 
691:RAND:A 

Survivors accuse 14 defence investigation 
of genocide 691:RND:A 

Tribunal to finish work by 2008 691:RND:A 

Two suspected killers of UN peacekeepers 
in Kigali jail 835:RND:B 

‘Bagosora was member of Akazu’ 847:RND:A 

‘Ex-minister raped and then killed 
15-year-old gir’ 823:RND:A 

‘Tutsi man killed for speaking to 
Europeans’ 872:RAND:A 

‘Tutsis started killings’ 656:AND:B 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Uganda 
Confidence building measures with Uganda 
776:;AND:B 
Extradition treaty signed 776:RND:B 


Uganda, Rwanda sign memorandum 896:RND:B 


United Nations 


Genocide suspect Kabiligi testfies in 
defence of Andre Niagerura 691:RND:A 

Survivors accuse 14 defence investigators 
of genocide 691:RND:A 

Tribunal to finish work by 2008 691:RND:A 

UN Tribunal Registrar leaves Kigali amid 
new stand-off 643:RND:A 

UN urges Rwanda to cooperate with war 
crimes tribunal 931:RND:A 


FOREIGN AID 


USAID grants US $2 million for genocide 
orphans, flood victims 751:RND:B 


GOVERNMENT ; 
Confidence building measures with Uganda 
776:RND:B 
Extradition treaty signed 776:RND:B 


Supplement to African Chronicle—Issued with! Vol IV No.3, January 29—February 11, 2003 


2002 


Former minister not guilty of genocide, 
says defence 871:RND:A 

Former minister ordered rapes and ' 
killings, says witness 872:RND:A 

Former minister testifies in defence 
799:RND:A 

Former minister's genocide trial ends 
896:RND:A 

Genocide suspect acquitted by Arusha 
tribunal 786:RND:A 

High tumout as Gacaca courts open 
nationwide 920:RND:B 

Opposition unites against President 
Kagame 643:RND:B 

President favours community trials 
775:RND:A 

Tribunal agrees to open office in Kinshasa 
751:RND-A 

UN urges Rwanqa.to cooperate with war 
crimes tribunal 931:RND:A 


HEALTH 
$14m for HIV/AIDS drugs 765:RND:B 


JUDICIARY 

Genocide suspect watched 2500 refugees 
being killed 679:RND:A 

ICTR judges reject prosecutor's motion to 
sue magazine 787:RND:B 

Judges drop conspiracy charge against 
genocide suspect 679:RND:A 

Military Trial adjourned 920:RND:A 

‘Military Trial l' begins 835:RND:A 

‘Pastor facilitated genocide’ 824:RND:A 


MEDIA 
Journalists released 812:RND:A 
Three journalists arrested 799:RND:B 


S 


SENEGAL 


CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 
At least 1,500 flee fighting in Casamance 
740:SNG:A 


DISASTERS 
1,000 drowned as ferry capsizes 860:SNG:A 
Annan expresses condolences to victims of 
disaster 860:SNG:A 
Coid weather kills 17 644:SNG:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


ANNUAL INDEX 
Gambia 
Border dispute with Gambia revived 
882: SNG:A 


Kenya 
Kenya Airways seeks niche in W Africa 
through Air Senegal deal 897:SNG:A 


FOREIGN AID 
African Union grants $193,810 to Senegal 
800:SNG:A 
World Bank approves US $ 14.7 million for 
nutrition project 692:SNG:A 


GOVERNMENT 
Navy commander sacked over boat accident 
872:SNG:A 
Overcrowding sank ferry 872:SNG:A 


HEALTH 


12 cases of yellow fever reported 
860:SNG:B 


SPORTS 
Diouf, Ronaldo, others chase Golden Ball 
776:SNG:A 
Rattle of resurgence rolis across Africa 
776:SNG:A 
Senegal humbles France 752:SNG:A 


TRANSPORT 
Kenya Airways seeks niche in W Africa 
through Air Senegal deal 897:SNG:A 


SIERRA LEONE 


CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 


Aggrieved teachers barricade union 
president 728:SRL:B 

Amie Faye arrested in Freetown 728:SRL:A 

Mines officials refute 1000-carat gem 
smuggling claim 777:SRL:A 

Minister of justice escapes mayhem at 
university 645:SRL:C 

Sankoh critical in prison 847:SRL:A 


UN completes disarming of rebels 632:SRL:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


United Nations 
Council extends UN mission by 6 months 
860:SRL:A 
UNAMSIL completes first phase of 
withdrawal 931:SRL:A 
War crimes tribunal agreement signed 
645:SRL:B 
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FOREIGN AID 
ADB approves $21.16 million for education 
872:SRL:A 
Worid Bank, IMF support debt reduction 
package 692:SRL:A 


FOREIGN RELATIONS 


United Nations 
Former rebel group urges UN to lift 
travel ban 667:SRL:A 


GOVERNMENT 

1,000-carat gem smuggled out 752:SRL:A 

Clashes ahead of polls 741:SRL:A 

Council extends UN mission by 6 months 
860:SRL:A 

Goverment publishes national recovery 
Strategy 882:SRL:A 

Kabbah sworn in President again 740:SRL:A 

Large tum-out 740:SRL:A 

RUFP nominates Bangura 714:SRL:A 

UNAMSIL completes first phase of 
withdrawal $31:SRL:A 

War crimes court announced 800:SRL:A 

War crimes tribunal agreement signed 
645:SRL:B 

Weapons bonfire marks end of civil war 
645:SRL:A 


JUDICIARY 
Chief prosecutor clarifies roles of 
Special Court, TRC 920:SRL:A 
War crimes court announced 800:SRL:A 


MEDIA 
Editor jailed for nine months 897:SRL:A 


SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
Campaign on violence against women 
launched S08:SRL:A 
Church disaster preparedness workshop 
ends 692:SRL:B 


SOMALIA 


CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 
12 killed in southern clashes 646:SML:B 
At least a dozen people killed in 
inter-Abgal clashes 741:SML:A 
British-registered ship hijacked.812:SML:A 
Hundreds fiee fighting in southwest 
668:SML:B 
Inter-clan fighting leaves 40 dead 
657:SML:A 
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Over 15 killed in Mogadishu fighting 
835:SML:B 

Over 20 killed in fresh fighting in Baidoa 
787:SML:A R 

Over 60 killed in latest Mogadishu 
fighting 752:SML:A 

Pirates hold 18 of ship crew hostage 
645:SML:A 

Renewed fighting as Baidoa ceasefire 
breaks down 800:SML:A 

Swiss "angel of mercy” killed 667:SML:A 

Three suspects held for murder of aid 
worker 679:SML:A 

UN staff member kidnapped in Mogadishu 
728:SML:B 


DISASTERS 
200,000 face hunger as food crisis hits 
refugee camps 777:SML:B 
Fish dying in large numbers 657:SML:C 


ENVIRONMENT 
Poachers kill elephants 787:SML:B 


Somali woman wins environmental prize 
715:SML:C 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Ethiopia 
Over 30,000 refugees to go home 728:SML:C 


Kenya 
Struggle to avoid more refugee deaths in 
Mandera 765:SML:A 


United Nations 


Abducted UN employee freed 835:SML:A 

Adbucted UN employee released 813:SML:B 

Over 30,000 refugees to go home 728:SML:C 

Struggle ta avoid more refugee deaths in 
Mandera 765:SML:A 


United States of America 


US General sees evidence of Al-Qaeda 
in Somalia 693:SML:A 

US electronic eye to track Al-Qaeda camps 
632:SML:A 


GOVERNMENT 

Concem over escalating violence in — 
Gedo 715:SML:B 

Drugs destroyed in Mogadishu 836:SML:D-- 

Foreign terror suspects freed 657:SML:B 

IGAD foreign ministers’ meeting postponed 
again 824:SML:A 

Journalists body protests 861:SML:A 

Mogadishu ceasefire declaration signed 
920:SML:A 


Pact to ban use of landmines 897:SML:A 

Peace talks adjourned 932:SML:A 

Political party re-launched 921:SML:B 

President sends back controversial media 
law 860:SML:A 

Prime Minister in hospital 714:SML:A 

Security Council welcomes peace talks 
920:SML:A 

Somali peace talks open 873:SML:A 

Somaliland President dies in S African 
hospital 728:SML:A 

TNG urges intervention by foreign troops 
T77:SMUA 

Warlords sign peace pact 883:SML:A 

Warlords want peacekeeping force 883:SML:A 

Women demand bigger role in Somali peace 
talks 848:SML:A 


HEALTH 
33 killed by meningitis in Somaliland 
646:SML:C 
Cholera kills 32 in Puntland 729:SML:D 


MEDIA 

Editor imprisoned in Somaliland 836:SML:C 

Journalists body protests 861:SML:A 

President sends back controversial media 
law 860:SML:A 

Privately-owned radio and TV station shut 
down 752:SML:B 

Somaliland urged to lift ban on private 
radio stations 765:SML:B 


SOCIAL AFFAIRS 


Women from southem and centrai regions 
discuss peace 873:SML:A 


TERRORISM 

Hosain Aideed vows to topple govt 
668:SML:C 

Hunt for elusive Al-Qaeda terrorists 
704:SML:A 

US General sees evidence of Al-Qaeda 
in Somalia 693:SML:A 

US electronic eye to track Al-Qaeda camps 
632:SML:A 


SOUTH AFRICA 


BUSINESS 


Anglogold back on top of SA gold pile 
729:SAF:D 


CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 
57 escaped prisoners still at large 
922:SAF:E 
Alexandria AWB leader jailed for 23 years 


for murder 729:SAF:C 

Ambassador to UN hijacked in Soweto 
633:SAF:B 

Black youth painted white for shoplifting 
848:SAF:D 

Blasts being probed 883:SAF:A 

Cop killer arrested in Boksburg 729:SAF:B 

Couple killed on farm, son kidnapped 
766:SAF:C 

Dr Death cleared of charges 716:SAF:F 

Four Helis Angels arrested, another shot 
dead 898:SAF:C 

Home affairs department arrests two 
Pakistanis 632:SAF:A 

Hunt for Kenya bomber 921:SAF:C 

King arrested 765:SAF:B 

Man kills 11 over row with girlfriend 
658:SAF:B 

Mbeki pleads for calm 883:SAF:A 

More tourist attack suspects nabbed 
908:SAF:A 

Police ready to deal with bomb threats 
898:SAF:A 

Police unearth major arms cache 861:SAF:A 

Reckless car driver lynched 884:SAF:C 

Right-wing bomb plot uncovered 921:SAF:A 

Soweto blasts condemned 883:SAF:A 

Suspect in Pretoria bus attack arrested 
766:SAF:C 

White extremists behind blasts? 883:SAF:A 

White supremacist terrorist attacks 
897:SAF-A 


DEFENCE 


Army officers face treason charges 
825:SAF:C 


DISASTERS 

22 die in train mishap 658:SAF:C 

Another 11 scientists airlifted off 
trapped German vessel 778:SAF:8 

Cronje killed in plane crash 753:SAF:A 

Fires destroyed 200,000 ha of grazing land 
813:SAF:B 

More than 100 families homeless after 
storms 861:SAF:B 

SA ship to rescue 107 trapped in Antarctic 
766:SAF:D 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


China 
China and South Africa sign ICT agreement 
BAB:SAF:A 


Germany 


Maduna signs Harksen extradition 
715:SAF:C 
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Controversial oil deal with Iraq 
705:SAF:A 


Thailand 


Police deport seven Thai women after ° 
court battle 715:SAF:B 


Jnited States of America 


Maduna signs Kilgore’s extradition 
922:SAF:D 


Zimbabwe 
Pretoria may bail Harare out of oit crisis. 
898:SAF:B 
Put sanctions on Harare, says Tutu 
633:SAF:C 


SOVERNMENT 

AIDS drug ruling humiliates Mbeki 
787:SAF:A 

Amnesty under review 741:SAF:A 

Anti-Thabo plot claimed 765:SAF:A 

Apartheid victims’ historic lawsuit 
777:SAF:A | 

Charges withdrawn against pro-Palestinian 
protesters 715:SAF:D SS 

Countries commit to nuclear test ban 
848:SAF:C 

Govt goes to court in the AIDS battle 
729:SAF:A 

Indian first woman to head police 
836:SAF:C 

Labour objects to immigration Bill 
715:SAF:A 

Maduna signs Kilgore’s extradition 
922:SAF:D 

Mandela denies rift with Mbeki 668:SAF:A 

Mandela to fight AIDS stigma 800:SAF:A 

Mandela’s absence saddens parallel summit 
B24:SAF:A 

Mbeki condemns death by stoning in Nigeria 
848:SAF:B 

Mbeki’s call to heal rich-poor rift 
824:SAF:A - 

More TRC files disappear 884:SAF:B 

Pretoria may bail Harare out of oil crisis 
898:SAF:B 

Quit C’ wealth, Mbeki tells'white 
supremacists’ 679:SAF:A 

Taxpayers to foot bigger share of summit 
bill 836:SAF:A , 

Three Soweto train murder suspects 
arrested 716:SAF:E 

UNPP chief cautions African leaders 
788:SAF:C 

Winnie Mandela under probe 742:SAF:B 

‘Risk to UN if Iraq is attacked’ 836:SAF:B ` 
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HEALTH 
AIDS claims Mandela's kin 825:SAF:D 
Row over AIDS drug 668:SAF:A 
Scorn over AIDS drug probe 813:SAF:A 
Workforce new victim of AIDS 716:SAF:G 


HERITAGE 


Ivory booty in Krugger National Park 
932:SAF:A 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
Apartheid victims’ historic lawsuit 
777:SAF-A 


JUDICIARY 


Case against Winnie postponed 788:SAF:B 

Court orders eviction of Winnie 657:SAF:A 

Court ruling on anti-AIDS medicine 
693:SAF:A 

Mbeki aide arrested for fraud, perjury 
633:SAF:D 

Winnie found guilty of perjury 824:SAF:B 


RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS 
Inter-faith summit 873:SAF:A 


SOCIAL AFFAIRS 


Mandela’s Christmas bash 932:SAF:B 
Oprah donates millions for girls’ academy 
921:SAF:B 


SUDAN 


CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 

10 UPDF soldiers killed in bomb blast 
717:SUD:B 

20,000 refugees flee to Lira 813:SUD:A 

30 Kony rebels killed in fighting 
788:SUD:A 

Annan urges parties to resume talks 
837:SUD:A 

Ceasefire will bring us back to talks, 
says foreign minister 849:SUD:A 

Govt signs peace pact with rebels 
801:SUD:A 

Kony death toll hits 58 813:SUD:B 

Kony rebels kill 60 in Khartoum 730:SUD:B 

Lord’s Resistance Army kills captives in 
Sudan 766:SUD:A 

Nuba ceasefire extended 933:SUD:A 

President meets rebel leader 802:SUD:A 

Rebel group alleges ceasefire violations 
in Nuba 658:SUD:B 

Rebels sign first peace truce in 19 years 
873:SUD:A 

Sixty-six Kony rebels killed 766:SUD:A 

Turabi taken to prison 837:SUD:C 


Warring parties sign anti-mine pact | 
849:SUD:A 


DEFENCE 
Sudan bombs Kony rebels 861:SUD:A 


DISASTERS 
Floods hit four northern states 825:SUD:C 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Uganda 
Extension of defence protocol delayed 
861:SUD:A 
Khartoum extends deadline 922:SUD:A 
New agreement for full diplomatic ties 
with Uganda 730:SUD:A ` 


United Kingdom 


Blair announces plans for special envoy 
658:SUD:A 


United Nations 


Annan discusses peace 788:SUD:B 

Annan urges parties to resume talks 
837:SUD:A 

UN protests against humanitarian flight 
denials 705:SUD:A 


United States of America 
Khartoum reacts angrily to US Bill 
874:SUD:A j 
Peace talks suspended after gunship 
attack 669:SUD:A 


GOVERNMENT 


1671 rebels surrender under amnesty law 
646:SUD:B 

Anti-torture group expresses concer at 
amputations 680:SUD:A 

Bashir strengthens anti-abductions body 
658:SUD:C 

Ceasefire will bring us back to talks, 
says foreign minister 849:SUD:A 

Ceasefire with rebels extended 898:SUD:A 

House arrest of opposition leader extended 
825:SUD:A 

Khartoum extends deadline 922:SUD:A 

Khartoum reacts angrily to US Bill 
874:SUD:A 

Liberation factions to observe mines ban 
884:SUD:A 

Nuba ceasefire extended 933:SUD:A 

Rebels sign truce pact with govt 
646:SUD:A 

Summit condemns terrorism 633:SUD:A 

Thousands displaced since signing of 
accord 825:SUD:B 
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Two million need of food aid 646:SUD:C 

UN protests against humanitarian flight 
denials 705:SUD:A 

Warring parties sign anti-mine pact 
849:SUD:A 


HEALTH 
UN resolution on human rights 717:SUD:A 


HUMAN RIGHTS 

Anti-torture group expresses concern at: 
amputations 680:SUD:A 

Deadly disease threatens southern Sudan, 
says MSF 899:SUD:B 

Rights group condemns newspaper suspension 
837:SUD:B 

Vatican official suggests human rights 
campaign 669:SUD:B 


SWAZILAND 


CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 
Concern over attack on High Court judges 
884:SWZ:A 
Serial killer tries to commit suicide 
693:SWZ:A 
Swazi chief prosecutor resigns over 
abducted bride 899:SWZ:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


South Africa 


Swazis blame SA police for damage in drug 
raid 633:SWZ:A 

Swazis blame SA police for damage in drug 
rid633:SWZA ` 


United States of America 


US urges government to abide by democratic 
principles 923:SWZ:A 


FOREIGN AID 
150,000 need food aid 753:SWZ:B 


GOVERNMENT 

Amnesty hails acquittal 826:SW2Z:A 

Concern over attack on High Court judges 
884:SWZ:A 

Kanyeihamba on mission to solve Swazi 
judicial crisis 933:SWZ:A 

King’s actions harm democracy, unions 
766:SWZ:A 

Opposition leader acquitted 826:SWZ:A 

Palace abducted young girls 874:SWZ:A 

Pretoria not to dictate to Swaziland 
933:SWZA 


Rule by royal decree challenged 908:SW2Z:A 
Swazi chief prosecutor resigns over 
abducted bride 899:SWZ:A 
Uproar over king’s new jet 813:SWZ:A 
US urges govemment to abide by democratic 
principles 923:SWZ:A 
Zena's boy friend 884:SWZ:A 


HEALTH 


HIV/AIDS campaign to be led from the 
grassroots 753:SWZ:A 


JUDICIARY 
Law practitioners on strike in Swaziland 
823:SW2A 
Rule by royal decree challenged 908:SWZ:A 


LABOUR 


Unions demand political reforms 788:SWZ:A 
Unions to pressure govt to abide by rule 
of law 922:SWZ:A 


SOCIAL AFFAIRS 


Princess challenges age-old custom 
633:SW2:B 


T 
TANZANIA 


BUSINESS 


SAA, Air Tanzania conclude partnership 
deal 908:TNZ:A 


CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 
AIDS carrier jailed for 30 years 
669:TNZ:B 
Kenyan sentenced to hang for murder 
874:TNZ:A 
Leaders push for peace in Rwanda 862:TNZ:A 


DISASTERS 


281 killed in train accident 778:TNZ:A 

34 die in ferry accident 717:TNZ:B 

Human error to blame for June train crash 
849:TNZ:A 


FINANCE 
Foreign investment flow improves 862:TNZ:C 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Canada 
Canada cancels $84m debt 669:TNZ:A 


South Africa 
SAA, Air Tanzania sign deal 862:TNZ:B 


United States of America 
Agreement signed with US to combat 
financial crimes 837:TNZ:A 
US suspends jewelry sale 634:TNZ:A 


Zambia 


Lusaka to get 20,000 tonnes of maize 
658:TNZ:A 


FOREIGN AID 
ADB funds for Dar-es-Salaam water project 
753:TNZ:A 
iMF approves US $25 million in low-cost 
loans 717:TNZ:A 


GOVERNMENT 

Anti-drug trafficking protocol ratified 
659:TNZ:B 

Genocide trial of Rwandan officers 
adjoumed 705:TNZ:A 

Rebel group ready for ceasefire talks 
766:TNZ:A 

SAA, Air Tanzania sign deal 862:TNZ:B 

Tanzania repatriates 12 Kenyans 884:TNZ:A 

Tanzanite-terrorist links denied 
647:TNZ:A 


HEALTH 


Shipment of 10 million condoms blocked 
730:TNZ:A 


TOGO 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


lvory Coast 


Lome meet to discuss Ivory Coast coup 
885:TOG:B 


GOVERNMENT 

Landslide win for ruling party in polls 
885:TOG:A 

Parliament adopts restrictive new media 
Bill 887:TOG:A 

Parliamentary polls on Oct 27 849:TOG:A 

Prime Minister fails to show up at 
ceremony 789:TOG:A 

Seven judges to replace Electoral 
Commission 742:TOG:A 


HEALTH 
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Red Cross launches HIV/AIDS project 
742:TOG:B 


FUMAN RIGHTS 


Amnesty concerned about reports of abuses 
634:TOG:B 


JUDICIARY 
Higher court upholds opposition leaders 
appeal 634:TOG:A 


VEDIA 
Media code draws criticism 826:TOG:A 
Opposition leader arrested 814:TOG:A 
Parliament adopts restrictive new media 
Bil 887:-TOG:A 
WAN protests press crackdown 849:TOG:B 


TUNISIA 


SIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 


Synagogue biast a criminal act, says 
Tunisia 730:TNS:B 


“OREIGN AFFAIRS 
President calls for protection of 
Palestinian people 693:TNS:A 


China 
Cooperation pacts signed with China 
717:TNS:A 


SOVERNMENT 

Chamber of Deputies adopts 
constitutional reform Bill 706:TNS:A 

New political party recognised 885:TNS:A 

President Ben Ali signs order calling 
for referendum 706:TNS:A 

President calls for protection of 
Palestinian people 693:TNS:A 

President Ben Ali receives human rights 
award 730:TNS:A 

President Ben Ali receives Sorella Natura 
award 767:TNS:A 

Special probe into drowning of illegal 
immigrants 862:TNS:A 


qEALTH 


Concern over health of Radhia Nasraoui 
789:TNS:A 


4UMAN RIGHTS 
President Ben Ali receives human rights 
award 730:TNS:A 
Radhia Nasraoui begins an unlimited hunger 
strike 778:TNS:A 


ANNUAL INDEX 


‘| SOCIAL AFFAIRS 
Tunisia launches "City of Culture” project 
923:TNS:A 


U 
UGANDA 


CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 
. 13 Kasese poachers killed 718:UGD:B 

14 Kony rebels surrender 899:UGD:A 

20 Ugandans jailed abroad for drug 
trafficking 886:UGD:C 

25 prisoners escape from Hoima prison 
934:UGD:B 

250 killed by thugs in western Uganda 
885:UGD:A 

45 held over mob violence 778:UGD:A 

550 women battered in Kampala 680:UGD:B 

Army kills 26 LRA rebel fighters 814:UGD:A 

Army to investigate Karamoja killings 
680:UGD:A 

Defence force kills 20 ADF rebels 
659:UGD:A 

Four Acholi elders shot dead 718:UGD:A 

Four URA officers arrested 767:UGD:A 

Kony kilis cop in Pader ambush 885:UGD:A 

LRA attacks another refugee camp in the 
north 862:UGD:A 

MP abducted, tortured 669:UGD:A 

Museveni witnesses signing of peace accrod 
934:UGD:A 

Radio presenter found dead 767:UGD:B 

Rebels kill soldiers in ambush 923:UGD:8 

Soldiers faces trial for murder of 
irish priest 694:UGD:A 

UPDF kills 13 Kony rebels 827:UGD:A 

UPDF rescues 45, kills 10 rebels in Pader 
B50:UGD:A 

‘Big people’ involved in drug trafficking 
669:UGD:B 


DISASTERS 
Seven die in Nakasongola crash 778:UGD:B 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


China 
Uganda, China sign new pact 909:UGD:A 


Dem. Rep. of Congo 
Museveni, Kabila sign troop withdrawal : 
protocol 838:UGD:A 


20 


iraq 
Ex-CIA boss seeks Uganda support to fight 
Saddam 863:UGD:B 


United States of America 


Ex-ClA boss seeks Uganda support to fight 
Saddam 863:UGD:B 


GOVERNMENT 

Army to investigate Karamoja killings 
680:UGD:A 

Commonwealth honours Museveni 680:UGD:C 

Government condemns LRA massacre 802:UGD:A 

Govemment drops NRA BII 923:UGD:A 

Kony declares ceasefire 826:UGD:A 

Millions of shillings misappropriated from 
mission abroad 885:UGD:B 

MPs reject appointment of envoy 924:UGD:C 

Museveni offers ceasefire 826:UGD:A 

Museveni witnesses signing of peace accrod 
934:UGD:A i 

Obote warns UPC over rally 634:UGD:A 

Uganda, China sign new pact 909:UGD:A 

World Bank cautions against 
privatisation 647:UGD:A 


HEALTH 


30 per cent of people in rebel areas 
have mental disorders 718:UGD:C 
Cholera kills 27 in Hoima village ` 
767:UGD:C 
~ Two million Ugandans infected with 
HIV/AIDS 850:UGD:B 


MEDIA 
Cail to end ‘siege’ on Monitor 874:UGD:A 


` Journalist gets asylum in US 767:UGD:B 


Z 


ZAMBIA 


CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 

15 bars, school shut in crackdown 
886:ZMB:C 

4,000 litres of illicit fuel seized 
934:ZMB:B 

Zambian, South African police arrest Rex 
Mwanawasa’s killer 900:ZMB:B 

‘Tembo murder witness’ accidental death 
mysterious’ 886:ZMB:B 


DISASTERS 


Hippos kill 2 in Gwembe 635:ZMB:B 
Minister dies in road crash 924:ZMB:C 
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President appeals for food aid 754:ZMB:A 
Starving family offers child for sale 
659:ZMB:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


European Union 
EU withholds $75 m aid 670:ZMB:A 


Pakistan 
Pakistani wheat quarantined 670:ZMB:B 


United States of America 


Kaunda opposes US action against Iraq 
B50:ZMB:A 


FOREIGN AID 
Britain pledges K30b to fight corruption 
718:ZMB:B 
US donates $1 m for refugees in Lusaka 
875:ZMB:C 
World Bank to support HIV/AIDS programme 
730:ZMB:A 


GOVERNMENT 


Arrest those plotting to topple Mwanawasa, 
says Kenneth Kaunda 779:ZMB:A 

Chief Nalubamba calls for Chiluba’s 
arrest 706:ZMB:B 

Chiluba fears consequences of lifting 
immunity 789:ZMB:A 

Chiluba urged to admit vote rigging 
863:ZMB:A 

Civil aviation regulations MoU signed 
934:ZMB:A 

Former minister admits helping rig polls 
899:ZMB:A 

IMF was aware of high level of corruption 
814:ZMB:A 

Immigration arrests 10 foreigners 
718:ZMB:A 

Kaunda opposes US action against Iraq 
850:ZMB:A 

Levy dismisses interference in corruption 
investigations 767:ZMB:A 

Levy Mwanawasa sworn in President 
634:ZMB:A 

Millers import 50,000 tonnes of maize 
924:ZMB:B 

Mwanawasa talks tough 635:ZMB:A 

Parliament passes AIDS Bill 909:ZMB:B 

Parliament supporis National Broadcasting 
Amendment Bill 924:2MB:A 

Permanent secretaries dropped in major 
shake-up 647:ZMB:A 

President appeals for food aid 754:ZMB:A 


Sports minister Mumba dismissed 909:ZMB:A 


Zambian, South African police arrest Rex 


ANNUAL INDEX 


Mwanawasa’'s killer 900:ZMB:B 
Zesco won't be privatised 706:ZMB:A 


INDUSTRY ` 
30 textile mills face closure 670:ZMB:C 


JUDICIARY 

High Court throws out petition against 
Mwanawasa 874:ZMB:A 

Judge Banda orders Petauke police to- 
arrest MMD thugs 768:ZMB:B 

Judge Nyangulu allows judicial review of 
Chiluba’s immunity 827:ZMB:A 

Justice Ngulube resigns to face probe 
789:ZMB:B 

Supreme Court adjournes Chiluba’s immunity 
case 886:ZMB:A 

Woman pays K600,000 for eloping with a 
married man 768:ZMB:C 


MEDIA 


‘Public media doesn’t need sympathy, needs 
support 731:ZMB:B 


OBITUARY 


Task Force prosecutor Edwin Kalaluka is 
dead 875:ZMB:B 


ZIMBABWE 


BUSINESS 


Mining concerns stumble into crisis 
936:ZIM:C | 


CIVIL WAR / LAW & ORDER 


133 white farmers held 827:ZIM:A 

Aid group fires officials 790:ZIM:C 

American charged with child sexual abuse 
707:ZIM:C 

Arrested for vandalism 768:ZIM:B 

Carjacker nabbed 780:ZIM:E 

High Court senior prosecutor arrested 
875:ZIM:B 

MDC MP Munyanyi arrested 863:ZIM:B 

MDC palling agent was murdered 742:ZIM:B 

MP found dead in prison cell 887:ZIM:C 

Newspaper office bombed 660:ZIM:A 

Over 500 dogs lost in 'mercy killings’ 
876:ZIM:E 

Police break up MDC raily, 18 injured 
647:ZIM:B 

Police arrest 170 MDC supporters 768:ZIM:A 

Police arrest 315 illegal gold panners 
851:ZIM:C 

Policeman gets 5 years for attempted 
murder 887:Z1M:B 

Prison officials continue to defy court 


order to release suspects 779:ZIM:B 

Retired white judge vanishes after arrest 
850:ZIM:B 

Senior Zanu-PF official shot 838:ZIM:C 

Seven suspected prostitutes arrested 
780:ZIM:C 

Tourist tormentor sentenced to 6 years 
910:ZIM:D 

Treason charge against Tsvangirai 
696:ZIM:A 

Tsvangirai fears for life 682:ZIM:A 

Unions press on with strike 696:ZIM:A 

US diplomats detained 682:ZIM:A 

White farmer shot 696:ZIM:B 

White farmers give in to psychological war 
828:ZIM:A 


DISASTERS 
4m people in southern Africa hit 
731:ZIM:A 
Famine imminent, says WFP 909:ZIM:B 
Mugabe declares drought national disaster 
731:ZIM:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Commonwealth 


Commonwealth adopts anti-terrorism jaw 
683:ZIM:B 


European Union 


EU poll observer expelled 671:ZIM:A 
EU ultimatum to Mugabe 660:ZIM:A 


South Africa 
Harare army's attitude unacceptable, says 
Pretoria 636:ZIM:A 
Pretoria to be neutral in Harare-EU 
conflict 672:ZIM:A 


Switzerland 
Swiss banks to freeze Mugabe accounts 
683:ZIM:C 
Swiss impose bank freeze 695:ZIM:A 


United Kingdom 

British PM told to go to hell 682:ZIM:A 

C'wealth rejects UK call to suspend 
Zimbabwe 683:ZIM:B 

Tony Blair and top officials banned 
900:ZIM:A 

UK freezes deportations to Zimbabwe 
648:ZIM:C 

UK journalist released 707:ZIM:B 

US , UK threaten to impose sanctions 
695:ZIM:A 


United States of America 
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US diplomats detained 682:ZIM:A 

US fugitive hides in Zimbabwe for 10 years 
900:ZIM:B 

US judgment illegal 789:ZIM:A 

US,UK threaten to impose sanctions 
695:ZIM:A 


GOVERNMENT 


10,000 soldiers deployed to campaign for 
Mugabe 647:ZIM:A 
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ANGOLA 


a. ‘Attack on private radio a blow to democ- 
racy’: Human rights activists, Feb 17, said the 
government's recent attack on the private Radio 
Ecclesia, accusing it of practising "radio terrorism”, 
was a blow to democracy in Angola. 


Minister of social communication Hendrick Vaal Neto, Feb 
14, accused the Catholic broadcaster of serving as a "vehicle of 
offences, defamation and false propaganda against Angolan 
individuals and institutions”. Vaal Neto told state-owned Radio 
Nacional de Angola that Radio Ecclesia was deliberately seeking 
reaction from the government that could later be used as proof 
of the lack of freedom of the press in Angola. 


But Radio Ecclesia has rejected the claims, saying the 
minister's statements were unfounded and would only jeopardise 
the safety of the radio's workers. 


Human rights activist and local journalist Rafael Marques 
said that while the recently-ended civil war served as a pretext 
for the authorities to maintain a stranglehold on the public media, 
the government was now at a loss over how to control the flow 
of information within the country. 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


BENIN 


a. Ex-President elected mayor of Cotonou: 
Former President Nicephore Soglo has been 
elected mayor of Benin’s economic capital, Co- 
tonou. 


Another opposition leader, Adrien Houngbedji, is now mayor 
of the administrative capital, Porto Novo. Houngbedji is also 
speaker of the National Assembly, it was reported, Feb 17. 


The two opposition leaders were voted in, Feb 13, by their 
respective councils, whose members were elected at municipal 
polls in December 2002. 


Soglo became Benin’s head of state in 1991 after beating 
the incumbent, Matthieu Kerekou, at the country’s first multiparty 
presidential elections following years of single-party rule. How- 
ever, Kerekou won the poils in 1996 and again in 2002. Soglo 
said after his election by 41 of Cotonou’s 45 councillors that his 
priorities would include fighting poliution, cleaning up Cotonou 
through adequate waste management and improving drainage. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
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BURUNDI 


a. Amnesty condemns attack on journalist's 
home: Amnesty International has condemned an 
armed attack on the home of a radio journalist which 
resulted in the death of his night watchman. 


“The Burundian authorities should order an independent 
and impartial investigation into the attack and ensure that 
the perpetrators are brought to justice," the organization 
said, Feb 21. 


in the early hours of February 19, 2003, shots were fired 
by unknown people at the house of Alexis Sinduhije, director of 
the independent Burundian radio station, Radio Publique 
Africaine, killing his night watchman, Nzisabira. 


“This appears to be a clear act of intimidation against Alexis 
Sinduhijie himself and the Radio publique Africaine which has 
spoken out on human rights violations and sensitive political 
issues, including corruption,” Amnesty International said. 


"Any intimidation of journalists by threats of or actual violence 
is an attack on the most fundamental of human rights—the right 
to life and the rights to freedom of association and expression," 
Amnesty International said. 


The organization urged the Burundian authorities to institute 
measures to protect journalists from human rights abuses. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Loyalist troops retake northwestern town: 
Government and allied foreign troops have recap- 
tured the rebel headquarters of Bossangoa, about 
300 km northwest of Bangui, President Ange-Felix 
Patasse said in a broadcast on Radio France 
Internationale. 


"in fact, Bossangoa has been under our control since this 


morning (Feb 20)," Patasse said at a news conference in the 
French capital, Paris. 


The recapture of Bossangoa by government forces and their 
allies of the Mouvement de Liberation du Congo from neighbour- 
ing Democratic Republic of the Congo is highly symbolic, as it 
is the birthplace of Francois Bozize, the former army chief of 
Staff now leading the insurgents. 


It is also the last important town near the Chadian border, 
about 150 km farther north. 
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Son of rebel leader arrested: Security agents in the Central 
African Republic (CAR) arrested, Fab 21, Socrate Bozize, the 
son of former army chief of staff Francois Bozize. The younger 
Bozize is being held at the national intelligence office in the 
capital, Bangui. 


His maternal uncle, Macaire Ngbele, said, Feb 22, that 
six members of the presidential special battalion made the 
arrest. 


Protesting the arrest, hundreds of people in the Bangui 
suburb of Lakouanga erected barricades across the main avenue 
and burnt car tyres. Security forces later restored calm. There 
were no casualties. 


The arrest was made a day after minister of state Gabriel 
Koyambounou urged the couniry’s judicial commission investi- 
gating the October 25 , 2002 coup attempt to extend its work to 
cover the entire nation. 


it is as yet unclear whether the arrest was a consequence 
of Koyambounou’s order. 


"H is a judicial matter," Dominique Panguindji, the prosecutor 
of Bangui's Tribunal of First Instance, said. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Central African Republic, page 950:a] 


COMORO ISLANDS 


a. Coup attempt foiled: Comorian officials, Feb 
14, confirmed the arrest of a dozen soldiers and 
two local ministers linked to a failed coup aimed at 
overthrowing the fledgling union government of 
President Azali Assoumani. 


Presidential spokesman Houmed M’Saidie said that justice 
minister for Grande Comoro Arbeouraouf Ahmed and defence 
minister Sheik Ali Bacar Cassim were arrested, Feb 12. 


"According to our intelligence reports, the main objective of 
the group was to overthrow the natonal government. Part of 
their plan was also to kidnap some important government 
ministers including myself. 


The plot was to have been carried out on February 9 , 
but fortunately one of its leaders exposed the plan," said 
M'Saidie. 

The accused were believed to be closely linked to the 
President of Grande Comoro island, but the island government 
has denied any involvement in the attempted coup. 


“We have to some extent stepped up security around the 
President and government ministers. Our investigations are 
underway and should we uncover other individuals linked to the 
plot they will be arrested," M’Saidie said. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Comoro Islands, page 339:a] 
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CONGO 


a. Genocide suspect arrested in Brazzaville: — 
A former Rwandan military officer, !ldephonse. 
Hategekimana, wanted by the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) for his role in the 1994 
eo in Rwanda, has been arrested in Braz- 
zaville. 


ICTR spokesman Roland Amossouga said, Feb 18, that the 
suspect would be transferred “soon” to Arusha, Tanzania, the 
headquarters of the ICTR, where he will face charges of 
genocide and crimes against humanity. 


Hategekimana, a former base commander in the Rwandan 
army, was arrested on February 14. He allegedly participated in 
killings in Rwanda’s southern Butare Province during the 
April-June 1994 genocide that claimed about 800,000 lives. 

b. 38 die in Ebola outbreak: Thirty-eight people 
in the Republic of Congo have died in a suspected 
outbreak of the deadly Ebola virus, the health 
ministry said, Feb 11. 


Ebola has not yet been confirmed as the cause of the deaths 
in the village of Kelle and Mbou, about 800 km north of the 
capital Brazzaville. But the authorities suspect the virus because 
a nearby gorilla clan was wiped out in December 2002 by Ebola 
and gorilla meat is a key part of the diet of people in the village. 


Ebola is a viral haemorrhagic fever that causes massive 
bleeding. It is spread by contact with bodily fluids and there is 
no known cure. A year ago, 62 people died in a confirmed Ebola 
outbreak in northern Congo and across the border in Gabon, 
according to the World Health Organization. 


In 1999, 170 people died in an Ebola outbreak in northern 
Uganda and in 1995, the disease killed 265 in the town of Kikwit 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi and Hindu, Madras) 


CONGO (DR) 


a. UN helicopter shot at in Bunia: A United 
Nations helicopter was shot at as it took off from 
the town of Bunia in northeastern troubled Ituri 
region, Feb 24. 


"A MONUC helicopter was fired on above Bunia, 15 minutes 


after it took off, bound for Beni. The incident happened 40km 
southwest of Bunia,” MONUC said in a statement, Feb 24. 


One bullet penetrated the cockpit of the MI-8 helicopter, but 
none of the eight people on board was injured. They included 
the commander of the MONUC forces, Senegalese Gen. 
Mountaga Diallo. 


“The helicopter was able to continue on its way without any 
difficulties and landed at Beni (Nord-Kivu) half an hour tater," 
the statement said. 
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The statement did not say who was behind the shooting. 
Gen. Diallo had travelled to Bunia as the head of a team of 
negotiators who held talks with Thomas Lubanga, head of the 
Union of Congolese Patriots (UPC) militia. 


The negotiators had discussed with Lubanga the possibility 
of reviving attempts to-set up a pacification commission for Ituri 
where ethnic fighting, that broke out four years ago, flared up 
again in November 2002. 

b. New agreement on troop withdrawal 
signed: Presidents Yoweri Kaguta Museveni of 
Uganda and Joseph Kabila of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) have agreed on a 
complete withdrawal of Ugandan troops from DRC 
by March 20, it was reported, Feb 17. 


According to a communique issued at the end of two-day 
talks between Yoweri and Kabila, troop withdrawal would begin 
February 17 in accordance with an agreement signed in 
Dar-es-Salaam, Feb 11. 


The agreement, which is an amendment to the Luanda 
Accord on troop withdrawal from DRC, intends to provide for a 
new framework for the work of an Ituri Pacification Commission 
(IPC), expected to start operations on February 25. Ituri is a 
district in Orientale Province in north-eastern DRC. The Com- 
mission's work is scheduled to be completed in March, the 
communique said. 


Host President Benjamin William Mkapa of Tanzania wit- 
nessed the signing of the agreement at the climax of a two-day 
consultative summit held in Dar-es-Salaam. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Congo (DR), page 927:a] 


EGYPT 


a. Emergency extended: Egypt's parliament 
has approved a three-year extension of emergency 
law in force since President Anwar Sadat was 
assassinated in 1981, it was reported, Feb 25. 


Emergency law enables the authorities to hold detainees 
without charge for long periods and to try civilians in military 
courts, where defendants have fewer rights. 


The parliament, dominated by President Hosni Mubarak’s 
National Democratic Party, approved by a large majority a 
request from the government. 


Thirty out of 454 deputies voted against the move, including 
16 representing the Muslim Brotherhood, four from the rightist 
Wafd, six from the left-wing Tagammu and four independents. 


in a statement to parliament justice minister Faruk Seif 
al-Nasr gave an assurance that the measure was preventative 
and pledged that the government would only use it against 
"crimes of terrorism and those linked to drugs, which threaten 
the stability of the country." 
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Prime Minister Atef Ebeid said the emergency laws "aim to 
protect the country against its enemies and protect citizens 
against those that want to harm them.” 


He urged the "majority and opposition to approve the decision 
of the President to renew the emergency law," and said it would 
“not be used against the freedom of expression but fo ensure 
the security of citizens." 


The laws were last extended for three years in February 
2000, and were to expire on May, 31 2003. Egypt has been 
living under the measures almost without a break since 1967. 


(SOURCE: Statesman, Calcutta) 


ETHIOPIA 


a. UN appeals for food contributions: Con- 
cerned that enduring drought conditions and dwin- 
dling crops have pushed nearly 2 million people in 
Ethiopia to the brink of starvation, the United 
Nations, Feb 21, appealed for food contributions to 
avert a major humanitarian disaster. 


According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humani- 
tarian Affairs (OCHA), unless further contributions are received, 
relief food stocks are expected to run out in March or April for 
nearly 60 per cent of the population in the Tigray region. 


With crop production down drastically across the region as 
a result of poor and erratic rainfall combined with reduced 
agricultural input use, OCHA made its call just as the Ethiopian 
Red Cross Society (ERCS) and the international Committee of 
the Red Cross (ICRC) started a major assistance operation, 
stepping up their relief effort to help 700,000 victims of the 
drought. 


On another front, there may be signs of hope for thousands 
of Sudanese refugees stranded in Ethiopia's sprawling Fugnido 
camp, where ethnic tensions have fuelled tribal clashes among 
residents for nearly a decade. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 
[Background Info. Ethiopia, page 927:a] 


GAMBIA 


a. Satang Jobarteh dead: Mrs Satang Jo- 
barteh, renowned gender activist, veteran writer and 
educationist died, Feb 24, at the Lamtoro Clinic after 
a brief illness. 


With Satang’s passing away, The Gambia has undeniably 
missed a leading light of gender equality. She was a passionate 
and hardworking young woman, whose words and deeds had 
inspired scores of youths. 


Satang employed a certain feminine passion and commend- 
able alacrity in her campaign for the need to respect and create 
better opportunities for the contributions of women in the 
development concerns and aspirations of the society. 
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She will be missed by the scores of youths, of both gender, 
for whom she was a guiding star. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


GHANA 


a. Ghana, South Africa sign MOU: Ghana and 
South Africa have signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) that would allow the two 
countries to exchange information on mining tech- 
nologies, including scientific data in the field, it was 
reported, Feb 26. : 


Under the agreement initialled by the mines ministers at the 
end of an International Conference on Investing in Africa Mining 
in Cape Town, South Africa, the two countries will also share 
ideas on government programmes, commercialisation and 
marketing potential. 


Kwadwo Adjei Darko, minister of mines, told the Ghana 
News Agency (GNA) that further areas of co-operation envisaged 
include the training and development of specialists for the mining 
industry, the development of co-operative projects in the fields 
of mining, geology, mineral exploration and minerals economics. 


The two countries would also promote joint projects by 
interested organisations, workshops, conferences and exhibi- 
tions aimed at attracting investments in mining. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


GUINEA BISSAU 


a. President Lala releases opposition leaders: 
Six opposition activists in Guinea Bissau were 
released from detention, Feb 17, on the order of 
President Kumba Yala, who said he had acted "in 
the name of peace". 


The six activists of the African Party for the Independence 
of Guinea-Bissau and Cape Verde (PAIGC-Portuguese acro- 
nym)had been detained without charge since Feb 14. The reason 
for their detention was not made public. 


According to Portuguese news agency, Lusa, the six were 
released after a meeting between President Yala and foreign 
diplomats, the government and military chiefs. 


Their arrest had been the latest in a series of detentions of 
opposition and human rights activists in the run-up to early 
parliamentary elections slated for April. 


The PAIGC, which led the country to independence from 
Portugal in 1974, has joined other opposition parties in an 
election alliance against Yala’s Social Renovation Party. 


Joint opposition front formed: The main opposition parties 
agreed over the weekend to form an alliance against the party 
of President Kumba Yala in upcoming legislative elections. 
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The parties include the country's three biggest opposition 
groups. They held a rally, Feb 15, during which they promised 
joint action, including street demonstrations, to challenge the 
ruling Social Renovation Party. 


The parties also denounced a series of actions, including the 
dissolution of parliament in late 2002, which they said indicated 
that the elections would not be fair and transparent. 


The Union for Change, the Guinea-Bissau Resistance Party 
and the African Party for the Independence of Guinea-Bissau 
and Cape Verde said that Yala was mounting an “institutional 
coup d'etat through his recent dissolution of parliament, control 
of judicial powers, arbitrary arrests and harassment of news 
media." 

[Background Info. Guinea Bissau, page 904:a] 

b. Civil servants on five-day strike: Civil 
servants in Guinea Bissau started a five-day strike, 
Feb 24, with at least 95 per cent of the workers 
staying home at the request of the largest workers 
union and paralysing government offices. 


Sources in the capital Bissau said, Feb 25, that only the staff 
of the presidency and the prime minister's office worked on the 
first day of the strike which is slated to end, Feb 28. 


However, the sources said, negotiations started to try to find 
a peaceful solution to the strike. The organisers said the strike 
was called because some workers had not received their salaries 
for at least six months and others for 12 months, other sources 
reported. Basic needs, including food and children’s education, 
had become difficult to meet, they added. 


The organisers threatened to extend the strike if there was 
no significant progress on their demands. Beyond the payment 
of arrears, the strikers were also demanding free access to 
medical care and food subsidies. 


The French news agency AFP, quoted public service minister 
Tibna Na Wana as saying that the government was facing cash 
flow problems but that it was trying to resolve the problem with 
help from the international community. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


IVORY COAST 


a. Uncertainty persists as rebel deadline 
passes: Ivory Coast, Feb 18, was on the edge as 
a rebel deadline for President Laurent Gbagbo to 
start forming a new government with rebels in key 
posts, or face more civil war, expired. 


Since the rebels fired off the ultimatum recently, they have 
tempered their threats and a rebel team was still seeking regional 
backing, Feb 17, for their inclusion in a new government, in line 
with the Paris-brokered peace plan. 


The rebel team left Ghana for Nigeria, Feb 16, after talks 
with Ivory Coast's new Prime Minister Seydou Diarra about the 
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unity government. They were due to meet Nigerian President 
Olusegun Obasanjo in Abuja before flying to Mali. The rebel 
deadline expired at midnight. 


But at the main rebel stronghold in the former French colony's 
second city of Bouake, nothing was being ruled out and a 
pro-rebel protest against French troops, blocking rebel advances 
was planned for Feb 17. 


A spokesman for the Patriotic Movement for Ivory Coast 
(MPCI) said rebels were waiting to hear what an international 
team set up to make sure the accord is applied would say about 
their complaint that Gbagbo was backing out of key points. 


Rebels say there were promised key posts in the defence 
and interior ministries but Gbagbo has cast doubt on their 
assertions and stressed he would have the final say on 
nominations, whatever Diarra came up with. 


"We will see what happens in the coming hours," said MPCI's 
Antoine Beugre in Bouake, 350 km north of the coastal 
commercial hub Abidjan. "Nothing is excluded”. 


ivory Coast's civil war erupted after a failed coup attempt in 
September 2002. Officials say thousands have been killed and 
more than one million have been forced to flee their homes. 


The MPCI holds the north of the country, while two other 
rebel factions control large chunks of the west of the world's 
largest cocoa producer. It was not immediately clear what the 
western rebels would do about the ultimatum. But as the 
deadline approached, reports of more fighting in the west 
emerged. 


One rebel commander said his forces were being attacked 
by Gbagbo’s troops and that he had been forced to call off a 
trip to Bouake for talks with the MPCI. 


"They are attacking us all the time. The French must open 
the road so that we can advance towards San Pedro and Abidjan 
to end the war," Felix Doh, a commander with the Ivorian Popular 
Movement of the Far West (MPIGO), said. 


More than 3,000 French troops are in Ivory Coast to protect 
foreign nationals. 


Rebels have urged in French to stand aside, saying the 
soldiers are the only obstacle blocking their path to the two ports 
of Abidjan and San Pedro. Rebels in Bouake said the French 
had told them that if they did let the insurgents cross the ceasefire 
line it could mean violent reprisals against French citizens in 
Abidjan. 


The economic capital of some three million people was tense, 
Feb 16. Thousands of foreigners have fled the sprawling 
lagoon-side city in the past two weeks after anti-French riots. 


Most expected a swift rebel advance. "We are suffering here 
because this crisis is continuing. 
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There is no money, students cannot go to schoo!. We want 
the French to open the road so the rebels can do their duty and 
end our suffering", said student Hassan Abdul. 

b. Security Council endorses peace deal: The 
United Nations Security Council at its meeting held 
recently has adopted a resolution which calls for 
the peaceful solution to the Ivorian conflict, which 
according to findings constitutes a threat to inter- 
national peace and security in the region, it was 
reported, Feb 19. 


The council welcomes the moves made so far by Ecowas 
and UN Secretary General, Kofi Annan to resolve the conflict. 
Both sides in the conflict, ie. the government and the rebels 
were encouraged to resolve their differences and give peace a 
chance. 


According to the French-brokered peace deal, a government 
of national unity should be established with a new Prime Minister 
to be named by the rebels. 


They are also to hold the key positions in the interior and 
defence ministries among others. This arrangement however 
was not accepted by the Ivorian army and supporters of the 
government who viewed the deal as a French imposition. 


The army on its part felt humiliated to operate under the 
direct authority of the rebels, who they have tried and failed to 
defeat militarily. 


(SOURCE: Statesman, Calcutta and East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Ivory Coast, page 964:a] 


KENYA 


a. President pardons death row prisoners: 
President Mwai Kibaki, Feb 25, lifted the death 
sentence for 28 prisoners and commuted to life 
imprisonment 195 others on death row. 


The Head of State’s move was announced in a gazzette 
notice order signed, Feb 24, at State House. Home affairs 
minister Moody Awori, under whose purview the prisons 
department falls, made the announcement at his Jogoo House 
office, Feb 25. 


He was flanked by commissioner of prisons Abraham 
Kamakil and permanent secretary Sylvester Mwaliko. 


Awori said the move by the President was in line with pledges 
made during the campaigns in 2002. 


Awori said some of those released had never seen the sun 
for the past 20 years. 
He said the ministry is working with constitutional affairs and 
justice ministry to help reduce the number of those in prison. 
The 28 released had served between 15 and 21 years in 
prison waiting for the hangman's noose. 
(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
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LIBERIA 


a. Supreme Court warns lawyers, throws out 
writ of mandamus: The Supreme Court has 
warned two lawyers againt drawing the court into 
political matters and said it would not hesitate to 
- take action against them. 


The warning was given, Feb 21, when the Supreme Court 
threw out the petition for a writ of mandamus filed by citizens of 
Bomi, Cape Mount, Lofa and Gbarpolu Counties. 


The court, in its opinion, rejected the writ of mandamus on 
grounds that it has no jurisdiction over the National Legislature 
in such matters. 


Chief Justice Gloria Scott said the petitioners miserably failed 
to seek the right procedure for mandamus. 


She ruled that the issue of the petition was political, and 
warned the petitioners’ lawyers, Jenkins Scott and Marcus 
Jones not to make any attempt to draw the Supreme Court 
into political matters or else the court would not hesitate to 
take action. 


"The petition is hereby dismissed without prejudices to the 
petitioners, the peremptory writ refused and mandamus 
quashed", she ruled. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


LIBYA 


a. FAO, Libya to invest in agricultural 
projects: The Food and Agriculture Organization 
(FAQ) and Libya have signed an agreement to 
finance agricultural projects and improve food 
security in several countries including Burkina Faso, 
Chad, Mali and Niger. 


The beneficiaries also include Sudan, it was reported, 
Feb 24. 


The agreements total more than US $21 million. FAO 
reported, Feb 21. Under FAO's Special Programme for Food 
Security (SPFS), Libya is to provide $9.3 million to advance 
agricultural production and enhance food security, and alleviate 
hunger and poverty in the five countries, all of which belong to 
the 16-member Community of the Sahel-Saharan States (CEN- 
SAD). 

The SPFS programme operates in 74 countries to ensure 


access to food and help poor farm communities increase food 
production and productivity, FAO said. 

Projects in Burkina Faso and Mali would each receive $2 
million, the project in Sudan $1.9 million and Niger and Chad 
each $1.7 million for their projects. 

These countries suffer periodic food shortages, mainfy due 
to erratic rainfall patterns in the Sahel region. 

(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
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MALAWI 


a. Minister says he lost 3 children to AIDS: 
Making an impassioned plea for his country to get 
tough on the AIDS pandemic, minister Thengo 
Maloya disclosed, Feb 18,that three of his children 
had died of AIDS. 


The land and physical planning minister, Thengo Maloya, 
made the rare emotional disclosure to members of his staff 
during an AIDS awareness workshop. He said that he had lost 
two sons and one daughter to the disease in the last 10 years. 


"It is very painful,” said Maloya. 


“They would have taken care of me and buried me but instead 
| have buried them at such an early age". 


As in many other African countries, an intense stigma 
surrounds the disease in Malawi, where 14 per cent of the 11 
million people are HIV positive. 


People are reluctant to get tested for the HIV virus or go 
public with their status. The minister said it was time Malawians 
realised the extent of the AIDS pandemic in their country. The 
disease has cut life expectancy in the country to 36 years, 
according to UN figures. ~ 


Maloya said his ministry alone had lost close to 100 key 
members to AIDS in the past six years. 


"This is a very serious issue, let's agree that AIDS is killing 
people," he said. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras) 


b. OPEC donates US$2 million for food 
supply: The Organisation of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) Fund has donated US$2.1 
million in support of UN World Food Programme 
(WFP) relief activities in Malawi, where an estimated 
3.6 million people are in need of assistance, it was 
reported, Feb 20. 


WFP's information officer, Abdelgadir Musallam, said the 
money would be used to buy "crucial supplies" including 
vegetable oil and corn for distribution to vulnerable people across 
the country. l 


"The funds are part of a US$9.2 million donation to WFP's 
operations in Southern Africa." 


Lola Castro, WFP Malawi deputy country director, said the 
OPEC. donation came at a crucial time when the number of 
starving people in Malawi had grown from an estimated 3.2 
million to 3.6 million. 

"The funds will help WFP add essential nutrition to the food 
rations of those who need it most critically - the elderly, pregnant 
and lactating women, children and people living with HIV/AIDS,” 
the official said. 

(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg and Hindu, Madras) 
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MAURITANIA 


a. OPEC contributes to food emergency: The 
OPEC Fund for International Development has 
donated US $300,000 to support an emergency 
operation by the World Food Programme (WFP) in 
Mauritania, where thousands of people face starva- 
tion, WFP reported, Feb 17. 


The contribution is to be used by WFP to purchase and 
deliver emergency food rations to help feed people suffering from 
the cumulative effects of three consecutive years of drought, 
WFP said. Mauritania is the worst-hit country in West Africa’s 
Sahel region where drought has led to extensive food shortages. 


"With farming communities across Mauritania already suffer- 
ing from a poor 2001 harvest, the natural disasters have drained 
grain reserves and forced families to skip meals to cope with 
the food shortage," WFP said. 


WFP said the island nation of Cape Verde - off Africa’s 
Atlantic coast - was also suffering from the consequences of a 
failed harvest in 2002. Many families had eaten their seed 
reserves and had none for the next planting season. “In June 
2002, and for the first time in more than 20 years, the Cape 
Verdian government appealed for international food aid to help 
cope with the increasing food shortages and malnutrition," WFP 
said. 


Food shortages were also reported in The Gambia, Western 
Mali and Senegal. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Police reject newspaper report on Cardoso 
assassin: The Mozambican police, Feb 24, cate- 
gorically denied a report in the Sunday paper 
Domingo that convicted assassin Anibal dos Santos 
Junior ("Anibalzinno") had been allowed out of jail 
recently to visit his mother. 


Anibaizinho is one of the six men sentenced to long prison 
terms for the November 2000 murder of the country's top 
investigative journalist, Carlos Cardoso. He was tried in absentia 
because he was released from the Maputo top security prison 
on September 1. The South African police arrested him in 
Pretoria on January 30, and he was extradited to Mozambique 
the following day. | 


Domingo claimed "Anibaizinho" has once again left the prison 
and was peacefully driving round Maputo in a Mercedes. 


He was seen by several people who were shocked, and 
informed us of the fact”. 


Unnamed people "in high places" confirmed the story to . 


Domingo, and claimed they had spoken "with eye-witnesses who 
saw him in his mother’s house". 


African Chronicle 979 


A statement from the general command of the police 
described the story as "completely false", because “at no time, 
and under no circumstances, has Anibaizinho left the prison 
since his re-arrest by the South African police”. 


Indeed, as a punishment for his "escape" in 2002, he is 
currently inside a “disciplinary cell", the statement claims. The 
attack on Domingo is very unusual, since the paper has had 
close relations with the police in the past, and in the late 1990s 
was sometimes used as a conduit for police disinformation. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


NAMIBIA 


a. Vehicle hits elephant in fatal crash: One 
person was killed and three injured when their 
vehicle collided with an elephant along the 
Katima Mulilo-Kongola road, the police report 
said, Feb 24. 


llukena llukena (18) succumbed to injuries sustained in the 
accident. The survivors were identified as Calvin Misika (35), 
Inonge Munyandi (69) and a Zambian national, Willie Ezira 
Purazen-Mukadzinashe (52). 


The elephant died on the spot. 
The vehicle, a Toyota Hilux, was badly damaged. 
(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


~ RWANDA 


a. UN tribunal convicts pastor, son of geno- 
cide: Judges at the UN International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), Feb 19, unanimously 
pronounced former Seventh Day Adventist pastor, 
Elizaphan Ntakirutimana and his son medical doctor 
Gerard Ntakirutimana guilty of genocide in connec- 
tion with the 1994 genocide in Rwanda. 


The pastor and son were sentenced to 10 and 25 years in 
jail respectively. “Pastor Ntakirutimana distanced himself from 
his (ethnic) Tutsi pastors and flock in their hour of need", 
presiding judge, Erik Mose of Norway, concluded after the 
judgement. As for Gerard Ntakirutimana, 45, the judge said that 
"as a medical doctor, he took lives instead of saving them”. 


Pastor Ntakirutimana, 78, is the first clergyman to be 
convicted of genocide by an international tribunal. The pastor 
and son, seating next to each other, remained expressionless 
as the judgement and the sentence were read out. 


Pastor Ntakirutimana, was the president of the west Rwanda 
Seventh-Day Adventist (SDA) at the time of the genocide. He 
was based at Mugonero SDA complex in Kibuye province. His 
son, Gerard Ntakirutimana, 45, was a doctor at the SDA hospital 
in the complex. 

(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Rwanda, page 967:b] 
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SOMALIA 


a. Delegates boycott peace talks: The trou- 
bled Somalia peace and reconciliation process got 
off to a bad start in Nairobi, Feb 17, when delegates 
from the Transitional National Government (TNG) 
boycotted the opening session at the KCCT College 
citing "confusion". 


The TNG, a major stake-holder in the process, accused the 
secretariat of failing to enforce the terms of a ceasefire 
agreement signed by warririg Somalia groups in 2002. 


The group addressed a press conference and said lack of 
adherence to the agreement "is likely to reduce the talks into a 
shadow boxing affair”. 


They accused a member state "for colluding with other 
stake-holders to hijack and slow down the peace proc- 
ess," 


And the talks were further dogged by bad luck when Prime 
Minister of Somalia and leader of TNG Hassan Abshir sustained 
injuries in an accident near Limuru. 


He was hospitalised at the Aga Khan Hospital in Nairobi, 
Feb 16, with a broken arm and chest injuries. His entourage 
was involved in an accident while 9n way to Nairobi for the 
talks. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Somalia, page 967:a] 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. ANC chief admits fraud in $3.86 billion 
arms deal: A senior member of South Africa’s 
ruling African National Congress pleaded guilty to 
fraud, Feb 13, at the start of his trial in the corruption 
scandal swirling around the country’s £3.85 billion 
arms procurement deal. 


Opposition MPs said they were confident that other leading 
government figures would be prosecuted. 


Tony Yengeni, former ANC chief whip and member of the 
party’s national executive, agreed to admit.to the fraud charge 
in a plea bargain which led to his being acquitted of a more 
serious charge of corruption in Pre‘oria’s commercial crimes 
court. He will be sentenced soon. 


The case is regarded as an acid test for President Thabo 
Mbeki's anti-corruption drive in South Africa. 


His government pushed through the deal for fighter aircraft, 
submarines and warships from European manufacturers de- 
Spite widespread protests from many ANC supporters and 
others who said millions of South Africans were living in 
poverty. 


(SOURCE: Telegraph, London and Hindu, Madras) 
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TANZANIA 


a. Zanzibar police probe terrorism scare 
story: Police in Zanzibar have questioned several 
people in connection with the terrorism scare that 
has left many Zanzibar tourist hotels empty and 
threatened the jobs of more than 600 workers, it 
was reported, Feb 17. 


Although Zanzibar police wouid not give details of their 
enquiries, saying it was too early to comment, a medical doctor 
said police had questioned him. 


The doctor said he wanted to clear his name after rumours 
circulated that he was connected to a story that claimed 
terrorists were planning to attack the island. The story caused 
the US and the UK to advise their citizens in Zanzibar on 
holiday to leave or consider cancelling planned trips to the 
Indian Ocean islands. 


"| don’t know who sent the message to these people ....! did 
not tell the world that there were terrorists in Zanzibar. My 
position is clear and the matter is in the hands of the police. | 
didn’t report to the police. | totally deny this." 


According to police sources, security officers stormed a hotel 
in the Stone Town and picked up several people for questioning 
when they were tipped off that some suspicious- RANN people 
were lodging there. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


TUNISIA 


a. 8th political party enters the electoral 
scene: The Democratic Forum for Labour and 
Liberties (Le Forum Democratique pour le Travail 
et les Libertis -FDTL) has become the 8th political 
party in Tunisia. 


Headed by Dr Mustapha Ben jaaten the new party was 
legally recognized, Feb 21. It will join six other opposition 
parties already active in Tunisia and created their majority 
since the accession of President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali to 
power in 1987. 


The other six opposition parties are "the Movement of 
Socialist Democrats" (created in 1983), “the Popular Unity Party" 
(1983), "the Unionist Democratic Union" (1988), "the Liberal 
Social Party" (1988), “the Progressive Democratic Party"/for- 


«merly "the Progressive Socialist Rally" (1988) and “At-Tajdid 


Movement" (1993). 


The oldest and most influential of political party of Tunisia 
is the governing "Constitutional Democratic Rally" (RCD). 
Created in 1934 as the "Neo-Destour party,” it had led the 
country’s struggle for independence. 
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At the end of colonial rule in 1956, the party, renamed "the 
Destourian Socialist Party," played a crucial role in the young 
nation’s modern state-building process. 

b. Sadok Fayala special envoy to Central 
African Republic: The interim chairperson of the 
Commission of the African Union, Amara Essy, 
Feb 11, appointed Sadok Fayala as his special 
envoy to the Central African Republic (CAR). 


The decision is consistent with the efforts by the AU in the 
search for peace and stability in the CAR, and comes after the 
89th ordinary session of the central organ of the Mechanism for 
Conflict Prevention, Management and Resolution held in Addis 
Ababa, Jan 15. 


That session was devoted to consideration of the situation 
in the CAR and the relations between the CAR and Chad. It 
endorsed the opening of an African Union Liaison Office in the 
CAR, with the mission to ensure more regular contact with the 
Central African authorities and other political and social stake- 
holders in that country, as well as to support the reconciliation 
process in that country. 


—_ 
ne 


ae " (SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


UGANDA 


a. Museveni urged to undertake diologue with 
opposition:. The Reform Agenda has -said Presi- 
dent Yoweri Museveni should undertake political 
dialogue with the unarmed political opposition 
groups in order to create a meaningful transition to 
multiparty democracy. 


During the weékly press briefing at the Bukoto offices, Feb 
24, Reform Agenda spokesperson Betty Kamya said the dialogue 
should be preceded by the unconditional release of political 
prisoners and the guaranteeing of the rights and safety of 
opposition leaders. 


"f Museveni wishes Uganda well, he ought to urgently 
consider undertaking serious political dialogue with the unarmed 
opposition with a view to charting out a credible transition path. 
This should be preceded by the unconditional release of all 
political prisoners and guaranteeing the rights and safety of 
opposition leaders,” Kamya said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


ZAMBIA 


a. Chiluba arrested for theft: Former Presi- 
dent Frederick Chiluba was, Feb 24, arrested for 
theft of K19 billion from public funds. 


Police sources disclosed that Chiluba is jointly charged with 
former intelligence chief Xavier Chungu. 


He was also jointly charged with former Zambia National 
Commercial Bank managing director Samuel Musonda, his 


African Chronicle i 981 


deputy George Mwambazi, former secretary to the treasury 
James Mtonga, ministry of finance chief economist Bede Mpande 
and former intelligence deputy director general Yotam Zulu. They 
are all charged with theft. 


Chiluba and Chungu had on May 14, 1998, stolen US 
$50,000 by way of cheque number 4938, the property of the 
government of Zambia which came into their possession by 
virtue of the offices they held. 


The duo are further alleged to have stolen US $125,000 
(cheque number 6119) on June 30, 1998 while on December 
22, 1998, they are alleged to have stolen US $148,030. 


[Background Info. Zambia page 886:a] 


b. High court sentences Zimba to death: The 
Lusaka High Court, Feb 17, sentenced former State 
House permanent secretary Gibson Zimba and his 
guard to death for murdering three Kasisi girls’ 
school teachers. 


Delivering the judgement, judge Anthony Nyangulu said the 
prosecution had proved the case beyond any reasonable doubt 
that the duo caused the death of the three teachers. 


This was a case in which Zimba is jointly charged with his 
former sentry at home, Kennious Sialuzi, on three counts of 
murder. 


They are alleged to'have murdered Kelvin Nyirongo, Eddon 
Mupenda and Fumu Chimuwongo on September 7, 2001. 


"I sentence the two accused persons, Zimba and Sialuzi, to 
be sentenced to death; to hang by the neck until they are 
pronounced and certified dead by a qualified medical officer,” 
he said. 


Zimba and Sialuzi were convicted of murdering Kelvin 
Nyirongo, Eddon Mupenda and Fumu Chimuwongo on Septem- 
ber 7, 2001. 


Judge Nyangulu said the law on murder was very clear and 
there was only one punishment for it and that was death by 
hanging until one was pronounced dead. 


(SOURCE: Zambian, Lusaka) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Mugabe in Paris for summit: Zim- 
babwe’s President Robert Mugabe, whose 
invitation to a Franco-African summit sparked 
a diplomatic row between Britain and France, 
arrived in Paris, Feb 19. . 


Journalists saw Mugabe arrive with his delegation at a hotel 
in central Paris. He made no public comment. The President is 
under fire from Western countries which have imposed travel 
and economic sanctions on his government since his controver- 
sial re-election in 2002. 
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However, France asked the European Union to allow Mugabe 
to travel to the summit, which starts, Feb 20. 


EU renews curbs: The European Union, Feb 12, agreed to 
renew diplomatic sanctions against Zimbabwe for another year 
but to allow that country’s President Robert Mugabe, to attend 
a Franco-African summit in Paris. 


Ambassadors from the 15 EU nations solved the contentious 
issues that has caused deep divisions between Britain and 
France by granting Paris an exemption to host Mugabe at the 
summit. 

| (See International Meetings, page 982) 


The agreement extends the EU visa ban and other sanctions 
on Zimbabwe beyond their current Feb 18 expiry date. 


The decision of the Ambassadcrs will have to be officially 
approved by a meeting of EU finance ministers, Feb 11. 


The EU nations remained divided over whether to cancel a 
EU-Africa summit scheduled for April 5 in Lisbon, Portugal, if 
Mugabe is allowed to attend. 


A meeting has been scheduled, Feb 14, to settle that issue. 
Greece, which holds the six month EU presidency, is continuing 
to seek a way to keep the summit on the agenda while making 
sure that Mugabe will not attend. 


Under the compromise, Feb 12, France is now able to invite 
Mugabe to a Feb 19-21 Franco-African summit in Paris. 


US resents move: The United States is ‘very unhappy’ with 
France for inviting Mugabe to Paris conference, the Secretary 
of State, Colin Powell, said, Feb 13. 


As the US-France division over the possibile use of force 
against iraq deepened, Gen Powell said the Mugabe invitation 
had virtually crippled the joint US-EU efforts to enforce travel 
sanctions on Zimbabwe's leadership. 

[Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 971:a] 

b. Police ban weapons: Police, Feb 24, an- 
nounced a two-month ban of possession of offen- 
sive weapons in Harare South, which covers 
Kuwadzana and Highfield sonstituencies where 
. by-elections are due at the end of March. 


The banned weapons include catapults, machetes, axes, 


knobkerries, swords, knives, daggers and any form of traditional 
weapons. 


The ban, which is effective from March 1, covers Mufakose, 
Budiriro, Warren Park, Kambuzumé, Glen Norah, Glen View, 
Marimba, Rugare and Southerton. 

Officer commanding Harare south district chief superinten- 
dent Martha Mafolo said the ban was imposed afier the 
consideration of security and public erder situation in the district. 

“After having considered the security and public order 
situation in the district, we declare in terms of section 14 of the 
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public order and security Act that the carrying and possession 
of the named weapons shall be prohibited until end of April,” 
Mafolo said. 


The by-elections in Kuwadzana and Highfield constituencies 
are expected to take place on March 29 and 30. 


(SOURCE: Asian Age, New Delhi, Hindu, Madras and 
Independent, Harare) 


INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS 


a. Chirac warns Africa against spiralling 
violence: French President Jacques Chirac 
launched a summit with African leaders, Feb 20, 
by urging them to take responsibility for ending 
violence—notably in Ivory Coast, where France has 
despatched its own troops. 


Opening a two-day meeting in Paris that included Zimbab- 
wean President Robert Mugabe, the target of international 
sanctions and vigorous human right~ protests, he warned 
leaders from 52 African nations that those who abused their 
power should no longer be able hide behind the immunity of 
office. 


"Violence must de denounced wherever it comes from. Those 
who perpetrate it now risk punishment at the hands~ of the 
International Criminal Court which extends its protection to all 
citizens worldwide," Chirac said. 


"The days of impunity or when people were able to justify 
the use of force are over," 


in an appeal echoed from the same platform by UN Secretary 
General Kofi Annan, Chirac renewed his calls for Ivory Coast 
leaders to stick to a French-brokered peace demand to end 
months of civil war. 


Ivorian President Laurent Gbagbo stayed away from Paris. 
His supporters have accused France of “neo-colonialism”. 
Thousands of armed police cordoned off the convention centre 
in the west of the city. 


The summit has triggered protests about abuse of human 
rights by some African governments and fuelled debate about 
France’s quest for influence on the continent. 


In his opening speech, Chirac called on Ivorians to honour 
the peace deal that would give several key government posts 
to rebels holding at least half of the country, The deal has 
triggered a wave of anti-French protests in Ivory Coast. 


"It is now up to all Ivorians and in particular their 
representatives, to work with determination and in good faith 
to revive a society at peace with itself once more," Chirac 
said. 
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"Theirs is a huge responsibility, for the risk of a split remains. 
i call on each of them to respect their undertaking, ” he added, 


Speaking after Chirac, Annan urged Gbagbo and others to make 


the deal a “concrete first step towards peace", 


Pressure to hold together the peace accord in Ivory Coast 
and Chirac's quest for support against US war plans in Iraq have 
dominated talks on the sidelines of the meeting. 


The invitation to Mugabe, hit by European Union sanctions 
since his controversial re-election a year ago, caused a row with 
Britain and scattered street protest in the French capital. Chirac 
briefly shook hands with him—but there was no Gallic kiss on 
the cheeks as for many other guests. 


Taking the podiurm, the French leader had sharp words for 
a number of leaders in attendance—whom he did not name— 
but who face accusations of crimes including genocide and 
torture. 


Chirac—who has invoked his own presidential immunity to 
avert French judicial inquiries into corruption—hopes to consoli- 
date a role for Paris as a key player across the continent, not 
just in its former-Affican empire. 


Nene o 
: apanr T n 


Paris meet hit by protest: The Franco-African summit, 
which opened in Paris, Feb 20, was overshadowed by protests 
against the presence of the Zimbabwean President, Robert 
Mugabe, and the Ivory Coast President, Liurent Gbagbo's 
decision to stay away. 


French President, Jacques Chirac keen to cement his 
reputation as a key player in diplomacy across Africa, told African 
leaders on the eve of the summit he was willing to step up military 
training and equipment to help. regional peace-keeping opera- 
tions, officials said. 


Chirac’s efforts to win influence across the continent, and 
not just in France's former African empire, raised protests by 
rights campaigners against Mugabe. 


The Zimbabwean leader's visit also sparked a diplomatic row 
between Britain and France over European Union sanctions 
against Zimbabwe. 


Mugabe, who made no comment as he arrived at his Paris 
hotel, Feb 19, is under fire from Western countries, which have 
imposed travel and economic sanctions since his reelection a 
year ago in what they say was a flawed poll. 


He accuses Britain and others of "neo-colonialism" in 
southern Africa when they criticize, among other issues, 
the forced transfer of land from white farmers to landless 
Blacks. 


France asked the EU to allow Mugabe to travel to the two-day 
summit and got its way despite objections from Britain, the former 
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colonial power, which has led international criticism of Mugabe’s 
human rights record. 


The British rights activist, Peter Tatchell, staged an anti- 
Mugabe protest in front of the justice ministry, where demon- 
strators waved banners saying: “Arrest Mugabe for torture”. 


"It's a disgrace," said Tom Spicer of Zimbabwe's main 
opposition Movement for Democratic Change (MDC), who said 
he was tortured by Zimbabwean police in 2002. 


"Mugabe should be ostracised from the international com- 
munity,” Spicer said. 
Ten activists from French gay rights group Act Up were 


arrested in a separate protest in front of Mugabe's hotel, a police 
spokesman said. Mugabe has likened homosexuals to dogs. 


The French cooperation minister, Pierre-Andre Wiltzer, who 
deals with overseas aid, justified inviting Mugabe, saying it would 
be a platform to engage him on human rights concerns. 


"When you have things to say, you should say them to each 
other face to face." 


New body to fight AIDS in Africa: ry-General 


-ievel commission on 


Kofi Annan seism WAS sett issi 
zans and good governance in Africa to help stem the spread of 


the disease across the worst-affected continent. 


He appealed, Feb 20, for hard-cash commitments from 
leaders of the world's richest nations when they meet at a summit 
in France in June, adding to the US $15 billion US President 
George W Bush has already earmarked to be spent over the 
next five years. 


Annan said, AIDS in Africa was killing the most productive 
members of society—from teachers and doctors to businessmen 
and the armed forces—and ushering in “a governance and 
development crisis of catastrophic dimensions", 


Speaking at a Franco-African summit in Paris, Annan 
announced the new commission would help African policymakers 
deal with the impact the pandemic is having on their ability to 
foster development. 


"We will need to rebuild the capacity of the state to provide 
essential public services,” he said, adding more details on the 
commission would be announced shortly. 


Annan said despite progress made by many African 
leaders to improve public awareness and prevention of AIDS 
and fight the stigma attached to the disease, much more 
was needed. 

"| urge you to continue speaking about the disease, and to 
stress the need for safe sex, including the use of condoms,” he 
said. 


(SOURCE: Statesman, Calcutta, Hindu, Madras and Deccan 
Herald, Bangalore) 
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a 
Beast of burden of Ethiopia 


friend. "My donkey helps me carry water five miles 

back and forth, four times a day" said Lakech Mu- 
lugeta, 19, as she slowly dipped her yellow five-gallon 
jug into a pond and filled it until her thin arms struggled 
with the weight. 

Her donkey is her mini- van, her water cooler, her co-worker 
and treasured companion. "We travel many miles together. We 
never leave each other." There is an adage here in the rural 
and rocky hills of Ethiopia: " A woman without a donxey is a 
donkey herself." The animals bear the loads of fire- wocad, water 
and food that otherwise are borne on the backs of rural women 
“~~a physical labour shapes the Ethiopian landscape. 

"Our donkeys ~-~ tike blood to us." said Legasse Wolde, 40, 
a health assistant at the Dorm., Hospital, Heam: and Welfare 
Project in Debre Zeit, 33 miles southeast of Addis Ababa, tne 
capital. " Actually donkeys are mors than blood they are like air 
and blood." But this is a hard time for donkeys, and their human 
masters. Ethiopia, one of Africa’s pcorest countries, faces a food 
shortage that could affect as many as 11 million people. 


| n the village of Debre Zeit, donkeys are a girl's best 


The poverty and crowding have placed an added burden on 
the country’s 9 million donkeys. As donkeys are being over- 
loaded, more are failing ill. In addition to the loads, donkeys are 
travelling farther to retrieve water. They end up with parasites, 
sores and swollen, bloody hooves. 


"Donkeys are good animals. They work seven days a week 
with little food and water," said Keith Powell, a visiting donkey 
project veterinarian from Britain. But they are caught in a 
cycle—like women are in Africa—of truly exhausting and 
never-ending physical work." The number of donkeys being 
treated at the Ethiopia hospital jumped from 40,000 to 68,152 
in just the last two years, said Bojia Endebu, head veterinarian 
at the donkey hospital. 


"You look at the way donkeys are overused and you see their 
sores from the ropes they have to strap on and the large sacks 
they are carrying," said Endebu. "I am optimistic, always, but all 
i see are sad donkeys. It’s not a worki where life is getting easier, 
for anyone, even donkeys. Especially the donkeys.” 


Donkeys are a sign of relative prosperity in many villages. 
where they are given to children when they start their working 
lives around age 12 or 13, A donkey can cost the equivalent of 
about $25, a large sum in this part of Ethiopia. They sometimes 
form part of a wedding dowry. The status and importance of 
donkeys in Ethiopia are reflected in the donkey hospital, the only 
full-service health post in the world exclusively for donkeys. It 
includes a donkey emergency room and an ambulance service 
that consists of, well, several donkeys pulling a cart. 


The hospital was started a decade ago by Elisabeth 
Svendsen. who founded a donkey sanctuary in England in the 
early 1970s. During a trip to Ethiopia she noticed how mistreated 
donkeys were and saw they were laden with sacks stuffed with 
anything from charcoal to earthenware pots filled with grain to 
crates of local beer. She also noticed how donkeys in Ethiopia 
die at a tender age. The average life span for a donkey in Ethiopia 
was nine years, compared with 30 in Britain. 


“Donkeys are extremely important because they work full 
time for the poorest people,” said Svendsen, who now lives in 
England. “In the Western world donkeys are mainly companions 
and pets, but in some African countriés donkeys are absolutely 
essential. They have quite a hard life and work their entire lives." 


The hospital operates as a charity funded by donations from 
animal lovers and others, Svendsen said. She now has clinics 
in Lamu, Kenya; Devon, England: and in Mexico and India. in 
Kenya, people call Svendsen Mama Punda,” Swahili for mother 
of donkeys. "Svendsen is to the donkey what Dian Fossey was 
to mountain gorillas in Rwanda: an outsider who has dedicated 
her life to improving the lives of animals. She wrote an illustrated 
children’s book about the trials of a 2-year-old overworked 
donkey named Dust, who was born in Debre Zeit. 


The hospital was host to the Global Donkey Seminar 2001, 
where donkey advocates from Egypt, India, Greece and Mexico 
descended on the town to talk about the role of donkeys in their 
societies and their general health and happiness. 


—Emily Wax in Washington Post, reproduced in Deccan Herald, 
Bangalore 
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ALGERIA 


a. France, Algeria open new chapter in ties: 
French President Jacques Chirac, on a state visit 
to Algeria, was given a hero's welcome with an 
estimated one million people crowding the streets 
to greet him. 


The bitterness that had marred Franco-Algerian relations in 
the past was nowhere evident and it appeared that the hatchet 
has been weil and truly buried by the two countries, it was 
reported, March 3. 


Algeria won independence in 1962 after a bloody liberation 
struggle that claimed hundreds of thousands of lives, both French 
and Algerian. This is the highest ranking French visit to Algeria 
since the country became independent. 


President Chirac who loves contact with the public was 
overjoyed by the reception. The 15 km stretch from the airport 
to the city was jammed with an estimated one million people-— 
along the streets, in balconies, even dangling from lamp posts 
and trees. 


In a typical gesture Chirac, broke through his security cordon 
to join the crowds, shaking hands and exchanging greetings. 
The crowd chanted slogans against the war on Iraq. 


On his continuing opposition to war, Chirac said West Asia 
did not need “a new conflict with incalculable consequences", 
While France wished the work of UN weapons inspectors to 
continue, Chirac remarked, the military pressure exerted by the 
US and Britain had spurred Hussein to begin disarming. He 
underlined that the Iraqi leader had a long way to go and urged 
him to cooperate more actively with the UN. 


"Irag must do more, cooperate more, and do so more actively. 
We must keep up the strong pressure in order to achieve, 
together and peacefully, the goal on which we are agreed: to 
eliminate weapons of mass destruction in Iraq," he said. 


Chirac returned the silver seal of the last ruler or Dey of 
Algiers, seized by France in 1830, to Algerian President Abdeiziz 
Bouteflika. 


"The return of this symbol of sovereignty of the Algerian state 
seais the relations between our two countries," he said. 


The two leaders signed a joint declaration on improving 
relations. It is expected to be the first step towards signing a full 
treaty of friendship. Chirac served in the French army during the 
Algerian war. In interviews he has often spoken of the visceral 
links of that time to the former French colony. 
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There are an estimated two million Algerians living in 
France. Young French nationals of Algerian descent have often 
rebelled against the ghettoising of their communities by the 
French. 


The declaration signed in Algiers stresses that the Algerians 
living in France “have a rightful place in French society". 


Fatima Bakri, a young Frenchwoman of Algerian descent 
said: "This could be the start of a new relationship. France has 
tended to sweep under the carpet the ugly facts of the Algerian 
independence war. 


But slowly French society is coming to terms with its past 
misdeeds, just as the Algerians are admitting that they too 
killed and maimed many French citizens in the struggle for 
freedom. 


b. 103 killed as plane crashes in Sahara: An 
Algerian plane crashed, March 6, killing 103 pas- 
sengers and crew near Tamanrasset, deep in the 
Sahara desert, Algerian television said. 


it gave no word of survivors in the deadliest air accident in 
the country since independence from France, 41 year ago. 


Quoting rescue workers on the scene, the official news 
agency APS said a Boeing 737-200 of the state-owned national 
airline Air Algiers crashed shortly after take-off from Tamanrasset 
airport. 


It has been heading for the capital Algiers on the Mediterra- 
nean coast in the north. The television said two pilots and four 
flight attendants were among the dead. 


APS said there were 97 passengers and an unspecified 
number of crew on board. In an earlier report it said 97 had died 
and at least one person was injured. 


“This was the worst crash in Algeria involving an Algerian 
plane since independence,” said a veteran pilot for the airline. 


Tamanrasset is the middie of the Sahara in the far south, 
1.920 km from Algiers. 


The area, noted for its prehistoric cave painting, attracts 
limited tourism, mainly from France and Germany, despite an 
Islamic insurgency which has racked Algeria for the past 
decade. 


Air Algerie declined to comment further. APS said the 
government had set up a crisis committee to investigate the 
"technical causes of the accident". 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras and Telegraph, Calcutta) 
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ANGOLA 


a. UNHCR ready to acccept returning refu- 
gees: The United Nations refugee agency, Feb 28, 
said it was preparing for the repatriation of more 
than 200,000 Angolans living in neighbouring coun- 
tries who have indicated their wish to return home. 


A spokesman for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) in Geneva said the agency estimates that more than 
200,000 Angolans in Zambia and the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (DRC) have expressed their willingness to return. 


Nearly half a million Angolans driven from their country during 
the 27 years of civil war could eventually return. 


The agency has stockpiled relief items—including blankets, 
kitchen sets and cans in preparation for the imminent repatriation. 


Meanwhile, non-governmental organizations working with 
UNHER have started looking at transportation. UNHCR in Angola 
has warned that more de-mining and mine-awareness training 
are necessary before the repatriation can start in earnest. The 
road conditions will also constitute a significant obstacle. 


So far, more than 90,000 Angolans have returned home 
following a ceasefire agreement signed in April 2002. 


b. 22 children die of measles in Kwanza-Sul: 

At least 22 children below 15 in Kwanza-Sul 

province have died of measles over the last two 
months, vaccination officials said, Feb 27. 


According to Kwanza-Sul vaccination programme director 
Rosa Rilvert, the 22 were part of the 163 cases registered in the 
local hospital units. 


A seminar on diagnosing and treatment of measles opened, 
Feb 26, in the provincial capital of Sumbe with 36 health workers 
attending. 

Ms Rosa Rilvert said the seminar was part of preparations 
for a series of vaccination campaigns starting in April. 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


BENIN 


a. Lawmakers from Benin and Niger discuss 
challenges: Parliamentarians from Benin and Niger 
met recently in Cotonou to exchange experiences 
and discuss ways to make their institutions more 
effective, it was reported, Feb 26. 


The event was organized by UNDP to help strengthen African 
parliaments and support democratic governance. 


Members of Benin's National Assembly have been pursuing 
ways to improve budget oversight and analysis of public finances, 
an area that the National Assembly of Niger is also looking to 
strengthen. UNDP is supporting a project to help lawmakers in 
Niger bolster this aspect of their work. 


Assembly members from Niger are undertaking gaear 
consultations about decentralization laws that have posed 
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difficulties. They are seeking ways to improve communication 
with citizens to explain the workings of the Assembly and 
encourage discussion on key national issues. 


"The meeting enabled members of both National Assemblies 
to exchange ideas and offers the potential for greater regiona! 
cooperation," said Mikiko Sasaki, UNDP deputy resident repre- 
sentative in Benin. 


The event was held in the same spirit of cooperation that 
marked the forum of African parliamentarians that endorsed the 
New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) in Cotonou 
in October, 2002, said Ms. Sasaki. 


NEPAD promotes democratic governance, respect for human 
rights, an economic and legal framework to encourage private 
sector investment, and access to international markets for 
African products. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


BOTSWANA 


a. Agreement with Namibia on border: The 
governments of Botswana and Namibia have 
agreed on the demarcation of a border between the 
two countries along the Kwando, Linyanti and 
Chobe river, it was reported, March 7. 


A joint committee was established by the two governments 
to demarcate the borders between Botswana and Namibia 
running along the river which starts in the Angolan highlands as 
the Kwando, which then becomes the Linyanti and the Chobe 
river which divides the two countries. 


"The committee finalised their work and the report was 
handed over to the Presidents of the two countries at Ngoma in 
Namibia, March 5," Andre Hashiyana of Namibia’s office of the 
President said. 


The two governments agreed to treat the recommendations 
final and binding," Hashiyana said. 


The Botswana Press Agency reported that economic activi- 
ties, such as ploughing and fishing, would continue. it quoted 
Olifant Mfa, assistant minister in the Botswana office of the 
President as saying that it was imporant for nationals of both 
countries to observe the boundary and emphasised the need for 
cooperation and good neighbourliness. 


b. National Assembly ratifies SACU: The 
National Assembly, March 5, ratified the new 
Southern African Customs Union (SACU) agree- 
ment that was signed by the heads of state in 
Gaborone, Botswana, in October 2002. 


The agreement, which aims to democratise SACU, facilitates 
common sectoral policies among member states and deepens 
regional integration. 


it was adopted unopposed. 


Other SACU member states are Botswana, Lesotho, Swaz- 
iland and South Africa. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
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BURUNDI 


a. Rebels attack village, displace 3,000 peo- 
ple: Some 3,000 residents of Rukaramu, an area 
10 km northwest of Bujumbura, have been living 
in the open since March 10 for fear of attacks by 
rebels of the Forces Nationales de Liberation (FNL) 
hd to Agathon Rwasa, according to local authori- 
ies, 


“During the day, they [residents] go to farm in their fields, 
but they spend the night in the neighbouring zone of Gatumba," 
Daniel Nsazurwimo, the chief of Rukaramu, said. "We are trying 
to persuade them to return to their homes." 


Gatumba is eight xilometres southwest of Rukaramu, which 
is surrounded by the Rukoko forest—an ideal haven for the 
rebels. Residents have promised to go home when security in 
their area is strengthened. 


The army has been pursuing the rebels over the past two 
weeks, forcing many to flee across the border into the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo to the towns of Uvira, Makobola or 
Luvungi. 


The rebels, March 9, attacked Rukaramu, spreading panic 
among residents. Nsazurwimo said the rebels killed one person, 
wounded 10, and looted 200 homes. Local authorities and 
residents of Rukaramu zone said the attack was in revenge for 
two rebel fighters the army had captured two weeks earlier. 


The rebels have accused Rukaramu residents of collaborat- 
ing with the army, but deny hostility towards them. "We live 
together with the populations of Rukaramu, they often bring food 
to our combatants, we cannot kill them," Pasteur Habimana, the 
rebel spokesman, said. 


Government bans radio interviews with rebels: Burundian 
President Pierre Buyoya has ordered the country's private radio 
stations not to broadcast interviews with or statements from two 
rebel groups who have continued to fight the government amid 
negotiations to end the country's 9-year-old civil war. 


Buyoya, March 4, called the editors of Burundi’s leading radio 
stations-including the private African Public Radio, Radio 
Bonesha, and Radio Isanganiro-to his office and told them they 
were forbidden to broadcast interviews with or paraphrase 
statements from members of the National Liberation Force (FNL) 
and the Forces for the Defence of Democracy (FDD). According 
to the Associated Press, the stations later aired news of the 
order, even though Buyoya told the editors not to report on the 
ban. 


The FNL is the only major ethnic Hutu rebel group that has 
not signed a ceasefire accord with Buyoya’s transitional govern- 
ment, which was inaugurated in November 2001. Though the 
FDD signed a peace agreement with the government in 
December 2002, fighting between FDD forces and the army has 
continued. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Civil war forces thousands to flee country: 
An increasingly bloody civil war in the Central 
African Republic (CAR) is forcing thousands to flee 
their homes, leaving many others dead or injured. 


This crisis has gone largely unreported and receives scant 
attention from governments arid the aid community alike, it was 
reported, Feb 26. 


The repercussions of the fighting between the government 
of CAR President Ange-Felix Patasse and rebel leader and 
ex-defence chief Francis Baziz have been felt particularly 
severely in CAR’s northern. neighbour, Chad, which has 
witnessed a steadily increasing influx of refugees into its already 
impoverished villages. Since February 20, over 1500 refugees 
have crossed the border evely day (an increase from 50 per 
day in mid-January). 


Since the beginning of the tnflux in November 2002, despite 
making repeated calis for aid,the Doctors without Frontiers 
(MSF) remains the only organisation to have reacted in any 
serious way to the crisis, constructing refugee transit camps with 
a capacity of 1000 at Gor and| 1600 at Danamadji, two villages 
near to the Chad/CAR border.. 


Both of these camps are already full to capacity. While the 
UNHCR has also pledged to step up its operations in the area, 
according to the MSF team on the ground, without a rapid and 
comprehensive response, an, increasingly desperate situation 
risks becoming a catastrophe! 


"The situation is complex," explains Pierre Boulet-Des- 
bareau, emergency co-ordinator of the MSF camps, "the 
refugees are coming with nothing, they are sleeping in the 
streets, they have nothing to eat and they are frightened”. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background infé. Central African Republic, page 973:a] 


CONGO 


a. Ebola cases ach 115: As of March 8, 115 
probable cases were reported in the current Ebola 
outbreak in the Republi¢ of Congo, with the death 
toll rising to 97, the World Health Organization 
(WHO) representative in Congo, Dr Lamine Sarr, 
said in Brazzaville, March 9. 


One more case has also lsi confirmed bringing to six the 
number of laboratory ll cases since February 19, when 
WHO first reported that the utbreak had been confirmed in 
blood samples from suspected Ebola cases admitted at Kelle 
district hospital in Congo’s dehsely forested Kelle district. 


Dr Sarr said that a breakdown of the latest figures showed 
that the disease had so far claimed 86 lives in 10 villages in 
Kelle district, and killed 11 others in three villages in Mbomo 
district, just 100 kilometres futther north. 
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Kelle and Mbomo districts are in Congo’s Cuvette-Ouest 
region which borders Gabon. 


The 10 worst affected villages in Kelle district are Abolo, 
Akamou, Ambomi, Andjokou, Entsiami, Kelle, Lossi, Ndjoukou, 
Ongonda and Yembelangoye. 


The first victim or “index case” was reported in Yembelangoye 
on January 4. In Mbomo district, the three worst affected villages 
are llombo la Pendo, Mbomo, and Lenqui-Lengui Mbomo. 


“Case search and case management are continuing apace, 
and suspected cases and contacts are being systematically 
monitored" said Dr Pau! Lusamba-Dikassa, regional adviser for 
Communicable Diseases Surveillance and Response at the 
WHO Regional Office for Africa. 


Food aid reaches area of Ebola outbreak: A consignment 
of much-needed food aid sent by the government reached the 
districts of Kelle and Mbomo in Cuvette-Ouest region, the World 
Health Organisation reported from Brazzaville. 


The cargo included 70 25-kg sacks of rice, 15 cartons of 
canned sardines, 25 cartons of salted fish, 10 25-litre containers 
of cooking oil, 30 sacks of salt, 10 cartons of laundry soap, and 
50 cartons of matches. 


The goods will be shared among displaced populations of 
six villages - Yembelangoye, Nzoukou, Ongonda, Ambomi, Abolo 
and Entsiami; hospital patients, including national Red Cross 
workers and government administration agents who have 
remained in Kelle 


WHO reported that a total of 91 "probable" cases of Ebola 
had been identified, and three additional “suspected” cases had 
been reported, resulting in 79 deaths. 


Meanwhile, members of parliament had met minister Philippe 
Mivouo in support of government efforts to help contain a climate 
of panic that had overcome the region, the ROC news agency 
Depeches de Brazzaville reported. 


Calling itself the Association pour le Developpement du 
District de Kelle, the group denounced the killing of four teachers 
by the local population, who suspected them of having spread 
the Ebola virus through witchcraft. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Congo, page 974:b] 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Human Rights Watch warns against re- 
venge killings of civilians in Ituri: All parties 
involved in the renewed combat in northeastern 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) "must 
prevent killings and other abuses of civilians by 
ae pS Human Rights Watch (HRW) said, 

arc i 


The Uganda People’s Defence Forces, supported by ethnic 
Lendu and Ngiti militias, ousted the Union des Patriotes 
Congolais (UPC) from city of Bunia, March 6, following several 
hours of intense fighting. 
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HRW said that the UPC, generally identified with the Hema 
ethnic group, while opposing political and military groups 
associated with the Lendu and Ngiti. It added that during years 
of fighting for control of this resource-rich region, various local 
forces and their more powerful supporters had frequently 
targeted civilians, often on an ethnic basis, regarding them as 
supporters of other contenders. 


b. Warring factions sign ceasefire pact: Par- 
ties to the Inter-Congolese dialogue have signed 
the final phase of a pact dealing with constitutional, 
military and security components of the ceasefire 
agreement in that country, the mediator to the 
conflict and former Botswana President, Sir Ketu- 
mile Masire said, March 7. 


He told journalists soon after briefing President Mugabe 
about the progress made at the talks in South Africa, that the 
parties signed the agreement, March 6, paving way for the first 
democratic elections since the Democratic Republic of Congo 
attained independence from Belgium four decades ago. 


“I'm here to brief President Mugabe about every stage we 
have reached at the Inter-Congolese dialogue. It's one of those 
routines. An agreement was signed last night (March 6)," he 
said. 


Sir Ketumile, the facilitator of the fragile peace talks, and 
South African President Thabo Mbeki have since April been 
battling to bring the opposing parties back to the negotiating 
table. 


"| have seen my role as a facilitator," Sir Ketumile said. 


[Background Info. Congo (DR), page 975:b] 


c. Alerte Plus journalist Raymond Kabala 
released: Raymond Kabala, publication director of 
the Kinshasa-based newspaper Alerte Plus, has 
been released, having spent a total of seven months 
and 14 days in prison, according to a report issued 
by the national media watchdog Journaliste en 
Danger (JED), March 7. 


Kabala was arrested on July 19, 2002. He was first tried and 
sentenced to 12 months’ imprisonment with no parole, having 
been found guilty of making “harmful accusations" against the 
former security and public order minister, Mwenze Kongolo, in 
an article alleging that Kongolo had been poisoned. The 
Kinshasa/ N’Djili High Court later reduced the sentence to seven 
months’ imprisonment with no parole. 


Kabala completed his seven-month sentence on February 
19. Curiously, the journalist remained in detention for two more 
weeks, because the prison authorities had misinterpreted the 
previous court rulings. 


instead of implementing the second ruling on appeal, the 
prison authorities wanted Kabala to serve two consecutive 12 
and seven-month sentences, further to the Kinshasa/ N'Djili court | 
rulings. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
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EGYPT 


a. Arab states reject US demand for Saddam 
to quit: Arab states continued to show signs of 
division, March 1, ahead of a weekend summit on 
the Iraqi crisis in Egypt, but they agreed on one 
thing, not to call on Iraqi leader, Saddam Hussein, 
to step down. 


Kuwaiti deputy foreign minister, Mohammed al-Sabah, re- 
newed charges that Iraq was threatening the emirate’s security, 
but stopped short of calling for Saddam's resignation. 


"We are favourable to a peaceful settlement, but Saddam 
Hussein continues to show intransigence in his speeches, and 
that's not a good sign," he said. 


Other ministers and officials, speaking on the sidelines of a 
foreign ministers’ meeting preparing for the summit in Egyptian 
Red Sea resort of Sharm el-Sheikh flatly, rejected such a 
demand. 


US Secretary of State, Colin Powell, Feb 27, said he would 
encourage the Arab leaders to “issue the strongest possible 
statement on Saddam Hussein that he must comply (with UN 
disarmament terms)... or suggest to him that perhaps to avoid 
what might follow in terms of serious consequences, it might be 
in his best interest to step down." 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


ERITREA 


a. Annan recommends extension of UN man- 
date: UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan has rec- 
ommended extending the mandate of the UN 
peacekeeping mission in Eritrea and Ethiopia (UN- 
MEE) until September 15. 


In his latest progress report on the situation in the two 
countries, he noted there had been some problems with the 
peace process although he expressed confidence that it would 
continue to move forward, it was reported, March 10. 


Stressing that the process was now at a "critical stage", he 
urged Ethiopia and Eritrea to "translate their commitments into 
real action on the ground”, by implementing the border decision 
issued in April 2002, by an independent boundary commission. 


The Eritrea-Ethiopia Boundary Commission (EEBC) has 
expressed concern over Ethiopia’s attempts to "vary" the border. 
Ethiopia has stated that better account should be taken of human 
and physical geography in the border region, but the EEBC has 
accused Addis Ababa of “appearing to undermine” the peace 
process. 


Annan said he shared the commission’s concerns and called 
on the leaders of both countries to "exercise the same 
statesmanship and flexibility” which had enabled the peace 
process to take root. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Eritrea, page 940:a] 
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ETHIOPIA 


a. Concern over food security for the dis- 
placed: The international aid organisation, 
Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF), has expressed 
concern about the general food situation in the 
Shawe Camp at Dolo Mena, Bale, Oromiya state, 
where an estimated 30,000 displaced people are 
awaiting resettlement, it was reported, March 10. 


In a statement, MSF said it was currently treating over 200 
severely malnourished children under five in its therapeutic 
feeding centre at the camp. Admissions to the feeding centre 
had continued to increase over the first four weeks of its 
operation, to 208 patients by end of February. 


“Through our medical work in the camp, it has become clear 
that poor living conditions and an inadequate general food 
distribution in the camp resulted in these high figures," said MSF 
head of mission Rik Nagelkerke. 


Most of the displaced have arrived from West and East 
Hararghe since May/June due to a shortage of cultivable land. 
The statement said that although the Oromiya government had 
identified a permanent site for the displaced, "it is not clear when 
and under which conditions the displaced in the camp will be 
resettled". 


[Background Info. Ethiopia, page 975:a] 
b. Former editor released: PEN International 


welcomed the release of Lubaba Said on January 
8, it was reported, March 7. 


Said, the former editor-in-chief of the newspaper Tarik, was 
handed down a one-year sentence on April 3, 2002 for 
"fabricating news that could have a negative psychological effect 
on members of the armed forces and disturb the minds of the 
people”. It is still unclear why she was released three months 
earlier. 


International PEN notes that Tewodros Kassa, former 
editor-in-chief of the weekly newspaper Ethop, is still serving a 
two-year sentence for "fabricating information that could incite 
people to political violence". The charges relate to three Efhop 
articles published in 2001. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 
[Background Info. Ethiopia, page 819:a] 


GUINEA BISSAU 


a. International help needed, says UN official: 
Guinea-Bissau would need sustained assistance 
from the international community to overcome 
immediate and longer-term hurdles, a senior UN 
Official told the UN Security Council, March 5. 


in the immediate future, the international community needs 
to help finance legislative elections slated for April 20, said 
David Stephen, the UN Secretary-General’s Representative in 
Guinea-Bissau. Without international assistance, there would be 
no election, he added. 
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UN ‘assistance would fall into two categories: financing the 
election and helping to organise it, according-to Stephen, who 
is also the head of the UN support office in Guinea-Bissau 
(UNOGBIS). 


The West African country has very little income to sustain 
the national budget and did not have the funds to run transparent 
elections, he noted, adding that the overall organisation of the 
elections, including providing electoral observers, would have to 
come from the donor community. 


The present situation was not suitable for the holding of the 
polls, Stephen said, urging the international community to do all 
it could to ensure free and fair elections. 


b. Strike ends following agreement: A strike 
in Guinea-Bissau that was to have lasted five days 
ended, Feb 24, the day it started, after labour unions 
reached an agreement with the government, it was 
reported. 


The workers had protested against the non-payment of salary 
arrears and had called on the state to give them free medical 
care and food subsidies. 


Except for the presidency and the prime minister's office, 
public services were paralysed, Feb 24, as the strike was 
followed by most civil servants, some of whom had not been 
paid for as long as 12 months. 


The government agreed, Feb 24, to begin paying the 
arrears within two weeks and to create conditions for providing 
the workers with free medical care and food subsidies, according 
to Portuguese news agency, Lusa. 


c. Government closes private radio: Guinea 
Bissau’s most influential private. radio station was 
closed by the government, Feb 27. 


Radio Bombolom, which the Bissau-Guinean government 
believes is sympathetic to the Opposition, had been directed to 
stop broadcasting two weeks ago. 


The closure, described as permanent, was ordered even 
though international and national rights groups had appealed to 
the government of President Kumba Yala to allow the station to 
continue broadcasting, the Portuguese news agency, Lusa, 
reported, Feb 28. 


In a related development, opposition parties issued a 


statement, Feb 27, calling for international election observers to- 


monitor the updating of the country’s electoral registers ahead 
of elections, April’ 29. 


The four parties said that there was not enough time to create 
the minimum conditions needed to go ahead with the vote, and 
the polis should therefore be postponed. 


Lusa quoted opposition sources as saying that "the only way 
to guarantee arbitrary acts are not created is for international 
electoral observers to be on the ground before, during and after 
the elections.” 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
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IVORY COAST 


a. Consensus Prime Minister sworn in: More 
than a month after his nomination in Paris by Ivorian 
political parties and rebel groups, Prime Minister 
Seydou Elimane Diarra was officially sworn in, 
March 10. 


Diarra was nominated by "consensus" at a roundtable 
meeting in Linas-Marcoussis, Paris, in January, at which 
representatives of the ruling party, opposition and insurgents 
agreed to form a government of national reconciliation. He 
replaces Pascal Affi N’guessan who had been Premier since 
October 2000. 


Diarra’s swearing-in came on the heels of a weekend meeting 
in Accra, Ghana, attended by representatives of the signatories 
to the Linas-Marcoussis agreement. 


The allocation of cabinet posts was a major stumbling block 
for the implementation of the agreement. At issue was the 
allotment of the ministries of defence and interior. 


The rebel Patriotic Movement of Cote d'Ivoire (MPCI) claimed 
the two posts by virtue of an oral agreement which it said had 
been reached with President Laurent Gbagbo. 


However, Gbagbo denied any such deal. For weeks, the two 
sides stuck to their positions, virtually blocking Diarra from 
nominating the new government. A breakthrough occurred in 
Accra when the MPCI agreed to give up the two posts in 
exchange for other ministries. i 


Rebels take govt posts: Ivory Coast rebels took their seats 
in a unity government, March 13, two days after holding talks in 
government-held territory for the first time since launching a 
rebellion in September 2002, officials said. 


Rebel leaders were whisked by French military helicopters 
into the West African country’s capital, March 11, from their 
Bouake stronghold just 100 km away to meet President Laurent 
Gbagbo and Ivory Coast's military chiefs. 


The meeting brought together the 15 members of a national 
security council set up under a deal reached in Ghana at the 
weekend to break the deadlock over who should get key 
defence and security ministries in the new government of 
reconciliation. 


The council includes representatives of the three rebel 
factions, as well as Gbagbo himself, Prime Minister Seydou 
Diarra and Ivory Coast's main political parties. 


Diarra said after the meeting in Yamoussoukro that consult- 
ations would continue to determine who would fill the two 
sensitive posts but he said the new government's first cabinet 
meeting would be held in the capital, March 11. 


There is growing opposition among Gabgbo’s hardline 


‘supporters and skepticism in some rebel quarters about the new 


government, which is meant to end nearly six months of civil 
war in the world's biggest cocoa grower. 
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Rebel leader Guillaume Soro, of the main Patriotic 
Movement of Ivory Coast (MPC!) faction, flew to Ghana, March 
11, to meet regional diplomats, who are desperate to see peace 
return to Ivory Coast—once an island of stability in volatile 
West Africa. 


"We're trying to make sure everything goes according to plan. 
We have to keep prodding them along,” Ghana's foreign minister 
Hackman Owusu-Agyeman said. 


The 41-member government, which is supposed fo take over 
many of Gbabgo's executive powers, was agreed by rebeis and 
political parties meeting in Ghana’s capital, Accra. 


Nine ministers will be drawn from the ranks of rebels who 
started the war after a failed coup in mid-September 2002, and 
control the north and chunks of the west in the former French 
colony. 


Analysts say this concession is a vital step to bring the latest 
war in the region to an end. But it has angered many southerners 
who say it rewards insurrection. 


"To get ministerial posts they have killed thousands of 
Ilvorians", read the front page headline of Notre Voie, Gbagbo’s 
party newspaper. 


Gbagbo has yet to react publicly to the Accra deal, but he 
has said he will have the last say on any cabinet nominations. 


A group of his supporters known as “Young Patriots" has 
already rejected the deal. In January , the group staged huge 
street demonstrations and anti-French riots, which effectively 
killed off an earlier French-brokered peace agreement. 


Diplomats say the Accra deal is the last chance to end a war 
in which thousands of people have been killed and more than 
one million displaced by fighting and ethnic intimidation. 


Some 3,000 French troops are confronting a bewildering and 
brutal array of militia forces in the west near anarchic Liberia but 
a shaky ceasefire has held elsewhere. 


The Ghana deal set March 14 deadline for the formation of 
the power-sharing government and of a national security council 
including rebels to supervise defence and security issues. 
[Background Info. Ivory Coast, page 976:a] 

b. US condemns killings and death squads: 
The United States has condemned in strongest 
terms recent murders and disappearances in lvory 
Coast, it was reported, Feb 26. 

__ Yerefe Camara, a well-known actor and oppo- 
sition political activist, was killed on Feb 2. 


"We call for an immediate end to such extrajudicial killings 
and disappearances and urge Ivoirian authorities to take 
immediate and urgent steps to investigate this and similar crimes 
and bring the perpetrators to justice," the US said in a statement. 


The United States urged all parties to strictly adhere to 
international norms concerning human and civil rights. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi and Statesman, Calcutta) 
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KENYA 


a. 3 held for links with organisers of terrorist 
attacks: The police in Mombasa are holding three 
members of a family who have been in contact with 
the suspected organisers of terrorist attacks against 
ee alee in Kenya, a senior police official said, 

arch 3. 


Authorities have also identified eight suspects they believe 
were involved in the attacks, Joseph Narangwi, the senior 
criminal, investigation department officer in Coast Province said. 


A bomb blast on November 28, 2002, at a hotel frequented 
by Israeli tourists killed 11 Kenyans and three Israelis. Rockets 
launched at an Israeli charter plane on the same day missed 
their target and did not cause any casualties. 


The police have been questioning Mohammed Kubwa, his 
sister, Swalah Mohammed Kubwa and his father, Kubwa 
Mohammed, for “several days" because they believe the three 
were in telephone contact with the suspects immediately before 
and just after the attacks, Narangwi said. 


[Background Info. Kenya, page 904:a] 


b. Army chief hails role of peacekeepers: 
Chief of General Staff (CGS) Gen Joseph Kibwana, 
March 10, underscored the importance of peace 
peep’ to reduce the increasing intra-state con- 

icts. 


The CGS said in the recent past there has been a large 
increase in the number of such conflicts mainly due to failed or 
failing states. 


These conflicts, the CGS said, are brought about by political 
and economic inequality, a break down of governance, law and 
order and collapsed economies. Kibwana said the emergence 
of Mafia-style warlords, human rights abuses, refugees and 
internally displaced persons has further contributed to the 
conflicts. The CGS gave the examples of these intra-state 
conflicts as those.in failed states like Somalia, Sierra Leone and 
former Yugoslavia. 


Kibwana noted that these conflicts have partly been encour- 
aged by the failure of the permanent 5 members of the UN 
Security Council to use their veto in these complex emergencies. 


Kibwana was addressing the second international senior 
officers’ peace operations course at the Peace Support Training 
Centre in Karen. The two-week course has brought together 37 
participants from 23 countries. 


(SOURCE: Asian Age, New Delhi and East African, Nairobi) 


LIBERIA 


a. Annan condemns brutal killing of 3 aid 
workers: United Nations Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan, March 11, condemned the brutal killing in 
Liberia of three humanitarian workers and ca'led on 
the government to bring the perpetrators to justice. 
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In a statement issued by a UN spokesman in New York, 
Annan demanded that the government determine the exact 
circumstances under which the incident took place. He also 
called on “all parties to the conflict in Liberia to reinforce 
measures taken to ensure the protection of civilians, including 
relief workers." 


The Secretary-General extended his deepest sympathy to 
the families and colleagues of Emmanuel Sharpolu and Musa 
Kita, Liberian nationals, and Kaare Lund of Norway, who were 
killed. 


The three workers for the Adventist Development and Relief 
Agency (ADRA) were on their way to a Norwegian-funded 
project in the highly volatile border region of Liberia and Ivory 
Coast when they were caught up in a rebe! attack on Toe Town. 


The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), ADRA’s 
partner in the construction of camp sites for lvoirian refugees in 
Liberia, said it learned of Lund’s killing with "shock and sadness." 


Stop using child combatants, says UNICEF: UNICEF's 
regional director for West and Central Africa, Rima Salah, has 
appealed to the Liberian government and the rebel Likerians 
United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) to stop using 
children as combatants. 


Salah told a news conference in Monrovia, March 8, at the 
end of a three-day assessment mission of UNICEF programmes 
and the general humanitarian situation in Liberia, that all parties 
to the Liberian conflict were bound by international obligations 
to protect children. 


UNICEF, she added, was also extremely concerned at the 
plight of internally displaced children and refugee children who 
had fled war in neighbouring Ivory Coast. 


“UNICEF is working in close collaboration with the govern- 
ment, other UN agencies, the donor community and various 
implementing partners to provide a significant response to the 
emergency situation facing Liberia,” Salah said. 


"At shelters set up. for internally displaced persons and 
people fleeing the crisis in Ivory Coast, the UNICEF response 
included the provision of safe drinking water, high-energy biscuits 
and therapeutic milk, essential drugs, vaccines as well as shelter 
materials." 


[Background Info. Liberia, page 965:a] 


b. Thousands flee fighting: Fighting that 
erupted, Feb 28, in Toe Town, site of a refugee 
transit camp in eastern Liberia, sent more than 
2,500 Ivorians, third-country nationals and locals 
fleeing in different directions, the office of the UN 
righ he di ala for Refugees (UNHCR) said, 

arch 3. 


It was the second time that the refugees were being displaced 
since they had just fled an armed conflict in neighbouring Ivory 
Coast, the agency said in a news release, March 3. 


"Citizens from Toe Town and few Ivorian refugees arrived in 
Zwedru'[to the north] over the weekend and told UNHCR field 
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staff that the town was partly burned and deserted, with bodies 
lying in the streets," UNHCR's emergency coordinator Jo 
Hegenauer said. "We have no information on the state of our 
transit centre so far.” 


The transit centre was established by UNHCR in December 
2002 for some 2,500 people of various nationalities fleeing the 
conflict in western Ivory Coast. 

"This development is a very serious one not only for Liberia 
but also for UNHCR operations in this part of the world," the 
statement quoted Moses Okello, UNHCR representative in 
Liberia, as saying. 

(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


LIBYA 


a. Deal with US, UK on Lockerbie: Libya 
reached an agreement with the US and Britain, 
March 11, to accept civil responsibility for the 1988 
Lockerbie bombing and compensate victims’ rela- 
tives, a sources close to the talks said. 


The deal would end a lingering dispute between the West 


_ and Libya. 


“History is in the making. A deal could be announced at any 
moment,” the source said after US assistant secretary of state 
William Burns met Libyan and British officials in London. 


Under the agreement, Libya would compensate families of 
the 259 mostly American passengers and crew killed in the 
mid-air explosion of the Pan Am flight over the Scottish town of 
Lockerbie in 1988 and 11 people killed on the ground. 


Tripoli would pay up to $10 million per victim into a special 
trust account in return for a series of steps to remove UN and 
US sanctions against it, the sources said. That would make the 
total value of the settlement roughly $2.7 billion if all conditions 
were met. 


A Libyan intelligence agent, Abdel Basset al-Megrahi, was 
convicted of the crime by a Scotish court sitting in the 
Netherlands. 


The source said a breakthrough in the talks came when Libya 
was convinced that it would be accepting civil liability for the 
acts of a state employee but not criminal responsibility for the 
Lockerbie bombing. 


in Washington, a state department official confirmed the 
London talks had taken place and said: “It was a useful session 
and we made further progress". 


But the official declined to give details. Family members of 
passengers killed on Pan Am flight 103 said the state department 
had invited Lockerbie victims’ families to a meeting for an update 
on the issue. 

The source said Tripoli would initially pay $4 million per victim 
into an escrow account once UN sanctions against Libya, 
suspended after the Lockerbie trial, were formaily lifted. 


Anotehr $4 million would follow if the US removed its national 
sanctions against Libya. 
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A final $2 million would be paid if Washington also repealed 
its lran-Libya Sanctions Act. 
[Background Info. Libya, page 832:a] 

b. Zimbabwe envoy on Gaddafi payroll: Lib- 
yan leader Muammar Gaddafi is believed to be 
paying the salary of Zimbabwe's ambassador to 
Tripoli, John Mvundura, and rent for both the high 
commissioner’s residence and the chancery build- 
ing, it was reported, Feb 27. 


The flamboyant Libyan leader, well known for using his oil 
wealth to buy the allegiance of poorer African states by frequently 
bailing them out of their financial troubles, is said to have even 
provided a utility vehicle for use by Mvundura and his staff. 


"Our high commissioner to Libya is lucky in that Gaddafi, 
under a promise made when the chancery was opened, is 
providing his salary and perks when most of our ambassadors 
elsewhere can't get paid because of the government's forex 
troubles," said a source. 


Zimbabwe's foreign currency squeeze has affected the 
salaries of diplomats posted overseas, forcing the government 
to consider cutting back its staff abroad to slash its wage bill. 


Ministry of foreign affairs senior permanent secretary Willard 
Chiwewe however, denied that Mvundura was on the payroll of 
the Libyans, but admitted that Tripoli had provided a car for the 
high commission and also paid rent for the chancery building. 


(SOURCE: Telegraph, Calcutta and Mail & Guardian, 
Johannesburg) 


MALAWI 


a. Food crisis is over: The food shortage that 
threatened the lives of 3.6 million Malawians is 
finally over, after successful implementation of 
agricultural schemes and programmes. 


Secretary for Agriculture Andrina Mchiela told The Malawi 
Standard in an interview, Feb 28, that the country has now 
attained the much needed food self-sufficiency. 


She noted that this season Malawi has managed to produce 
surplus food. Faced with an unexpected surplus, government 
has decided to sell 50,000 metric tonnes of its maize stock. 


Mchiela said the sale of the surplus maize is done with the 
blessing of donors who also comprise the food crisis technical 
committee. ; 


"Government is looking for traders to buy 50,000 metric 
tonnes out of 255,000 metric tonnes stored in reserve because 
the critical hunger period is over," said Mchiela. 


She said the government was afraid that if it does not sell 
the maize, it would have be overwhelmed with a huge surplus 
when the current crop would be harvested in three months’ time. 


Officials of the Famine Early Warning Sytems Network 
(FEWS NET) maintain that there is no problem with Malawi 
selling some of its surplus maize. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
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MAURITANIA 


a. Haemorrhagic fever reported: A total of 30 
cases of the Crimean-Congo haemorrhagic fever 
(CCHF) have been reported by 11 laboratories in 
Mauritania, a news release from the World Health 
Organization (WHO) said, March 11. 


The figures are based on ministry of health reports as of 
March 8. All the cases except three were reported in the capital, 
Nouakchott, it said, adding that the other cases were reported 
in Trarza, Brakna and Hodh Gharbi regions east of the capital, 
Nouakchott. 


Laboratory confirmation was made by the WHO collaborating 
centre at the Institut Pasteur in Senegal. A coordination 
committee comprising the ministry of health, WHO and partners 
from the public health sector has been formed to respond to the 
outbreak. 


The ministry of health teams are carrying out active case 
finding and contact tracing and a team of entomologists and 
virologists from the Institut Pasteur in Dakar, Senegal is travelling 
to Nouakchott, Mauritania. WHO has sent a complete kit of 
protective equipment for case management and hygiene to the 
country. 


CCHF is a viral haemorrhagic fever of the Nairovirus group. 
it is endemic in many countries in Africa, Europe and Asia, arid 
during 2001, cases were recorded in Kosovo, Albania, dran, 
Pakistan, and South Africa. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Ban on transporters lifted: The South 
African Cross-Border Road Transport Agency (C- 
BRTA) lifted its illegal ban on Mozambican transport 
operators entering South Africa, March 8, after long 
and difficult negotiations. 


Mozambican buses, minibuses and trucks could cross into 
South Africa again, March 8. 


Despite the initial claim by the South African agency that it 
was not willing to hold a meeting until March 24, the 
Mozambican side insisted on negotiations, and the joint transport 
committee between the two countries met on the South African 
side of the Ressano Garcia border post , March 8. 


The negotiations lasted for seven hours, but eventually 
resulted in lifting the ban. The Mozambican government's 
director for surface transport, Olivio Pinto, told Radio Mozam- 
bique, March 9, that concessions had been made by both sides, 
but he gave no details. A definitive solution is only expected 
when the transport ministers of the two countries meet. 

The C-BRTA is the body that licenses foreign operators who 
cross into South Africa. It has no authority whatsoever to close 
the border to Mozambican passenger and cargo transport 
operators. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
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NAMIBIA 


a. 8 suspects detained ‘secretly’: Another eight 
people accused of involvement in an alleged plot to 
secede the Caprivi from Namibia have been held in 
custody at Mariental for months, a rights organisa- 
tion said, March 3. 


The National Society for Human Rights (NSHR) claimed in 
a press release recently that at least eight suspects in the 
Caprivi secession case, of which the organisation named four, 
are being held at Mariental. 


The Namibian police appeared to be unwilling at the weekend 
to reveal information on the claim. 


The NSHR added that another three suspects had also been 
kept at Grootfontein Prison, where most of the 124 men charged 
in the pending High Court high treason case stemming from the 
claimed secessionism conspiracy, are in custody. 


The organisation charged that uncertainty over the correct 
number of suspects held in custody and the "secrecy surrounding 
detentions" could make certain suspects vuinerable to serious 
human rights abuses, "including enforced disappearance”. 


The NSHR named the suspects detained at Mariental as 
Osbyt Mwenyi Likanyi (36), Bosters Mubuyeta (34), Alex Liswani 
Mafwila (41) and Albert Magilazi (40). 


The identities of the remaining four are still unknown to the 
organisation. 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 
[Background Info. Namibia, page 871:a] 


RWANDA 


a. Witness testifies against minister: Former 
minister for family and women affairs, Pauline 
Nyiramasuhusuko, one of the six accused in the 
Butare trial, ordered Interahamwe militiamen and 
soldiers to rape young Tutsi girls and women during 
the massacres of 1994, a witness testified,March 
ic Re International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 


The twentieth prosecution witness dubbed SS for security 
reasons stated that following such orders, young girls and women 
were raped behind the prefecture office and others were taken 
away in a vehicle to be killed. 


Similar allegations were made by another prosecution 
witness dubbed SU in October 2002. 


Led in her examination-in-chief by attorney Gregory Town- 
send of the United States, the witness, a Tutsi woman, said the 
accused made such orders before several other authorities who 
attended meetings at the Butare prefecture office, including 
co-accused Sylvain Nsabimana, former mayor of Ngoma com- 
mune Joseph Kanyabashi and her own son Arsene Shalom 
Ntahobali who was among the Interahamwe. 


{Background Info. Rwanda, page 979:a] 
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b. Agreement with US on international crimi- 
nal court exemption: The US State Department 
said, March 3, that Rwanda and the United States 
have agreed to exempt each other's citizens from 
prosecution in the International Criminal Court (ICC) 
without the consent of the other government. 


US Secretary of State Colin Powell and Rwandan foreign 
minister Charles Murigande were due to sign the accord, known 
as an Article 98 agreement after the relevant section of the treaty 
setting up the court, at the State Department, March 4. 


Washington objects to the ICC on the grounds that it could 
attract politically motivated prosecutions of US civilian and 
military leaders. The US signed the treaty creating the ICC under 
former President Bill Clinton, but it has never been submitted to 
the Senate for ratification, and the Bush administration in May 
2002, decided to renounce any obligation to cooperate. 


The US is seeking Article 98 agreements with as many 
countries as possible. Rwanda will be the 22nd country to sign 
such an agreement with the US. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SAHARAWI ARAB DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


a. 100 Moroccan prisoners repatriated: One 
hundred Moroccan prisoners, who were released 
earlier by the Polisario Front, were repatriated, Feb 
26, to. Morocco under the auspices of the Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). 


The prisoners, all men, had been held as a result of a 
long-standing territorial dispute between Morocco and Polisario. 


The ex-prisoners were flown from the refugee camp in 
Tindouf, Algeria, to a military base in the Moroccan town of 
Agadir, ICRC sources in Geneva said, Feb 27. 


They were allowed to leave of their own free will, and 
although they had been released, ICRC delegates conducted a 
final interview to make sure that they were being repatriated of 
their own free will. 


In welcoming the release, ICRC used the opportunity to press 
for the release of the 1,160 remaining Moroccan prisoners held 
by the Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia-el-Hamra and 
Rio de Oro (Polisario Front). 


The last group of prisoners were released in July 2002 and 
repatriated subsequently. However Morocco, whom Polisario 
accused of instigating the conflict, said that it has no Sarahawi 
prisoners. 


Annan urges Polisario to release remaining prisoners of 
war: United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan appealed to 
the Frente Polisario, Feb 26, to speed up the release of all 
remaining prisoners of war as 100 freed POWs were repatriated 
to Morocco. 


"The Secretary-General welcomes this step, which is respon- 
sive to numerous Security Council resolutions and presidential 
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statements calling for the release of all prisoners of war,” UN 
spokesman Fred Eckhard said of the repatriation, carried out by 
the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). Feb 26 


"The Secretary-General appeals to the Frente Polisario to 
accelerate the release of all remaining POWs, and urges the 
parties to continue to cooperate with the efforts of the ICRC to 
resolve the fate of all those unaccounted for since the beginning 
of the conflict.“ 


Annan also urged the parties to cooperate with the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees to embark on early implementation 
of confidence-building measures, the spokesman said. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Morocco, page 956:a] 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Global court indicts 7 warlords: Sierra 
Leone's International War Crimes Tribunal issued 
its first indictment, March 10, against seven former 
warlords, including the imprisoned rebel leader, 
Foday Sankoh. 


Sankoh’s followers had gained infamy with a campaign of 
chopping off hands, legs, ears and lips of innocent civilians. 


Also charged was the international affairs minister, Samuel 
Hinga Norman, who was arrested and handcuffed, March 10, by 
police who surrounded him in his office in the capital. 


Norman is accused of orchestrating attacks by a pro-govern- 
ment militia of traditional hunters called the Kamajors whose 
alleged human rights abuses during the country’s civil war 
included torturing and summarily executing opponents and 
recruiting child fighters. 


Three others were also arrested, March 10, while two 
remained at large. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras) 


SOMALIA 


a. Human rights offices closed in Puntland: 
The authorities in the self-declared autonomous 
region of Puntland have ordered the closure of the 
offices of several local human rights groups, 
according to a senior official in the region’s com- 
mercial capital, Bosaso. 


Abdishakur Mire Adan, the Puntland deputy information 
minister said, March 5, that the region’s internal affairs minister, 
Ahmad Abdi Habsade, had made the announcement in a decree. 


The groups affected by the decree are INXA, an umbrella 
organisation of the Peace and Human Rights Network; the 
Dulmidid Centre for Human Rights; and We Are Women Activists 
(WAWA), he said. 


INXA is a Somalia-wide organisation, while the others are 
Puntland-based. According to Abdishakur, the groups "have 
violated their mandates and engaged in political activities and 
actions inimical to the interests of the people of Puntland". 
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Mahmud Jama Ali, the chairman of Dulmidid, said that the 
groups had received no official communication from the 
authorities. But, he added, “we have heard about it [the decree] 
and seen it on the local media". 


He also denied the accusations. "We have not violated any 
laws and are operating under the Puntland constitution," he said. 
"The only reason we are being targeted is because of our 
activities as a human rights organisation." 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Somalia, page 980:a] 


SUDAN 


a. Government accused of violating ceasefire 
agreement: The Brussels-based thinktank Interna- 
tional Crisis Group (ICG) has accused the Suda- 
nese government of violating a key agreement on 
the cessation of hostilities, signed with the rebel 
Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLM/A) in Oc- 
tober 2002. 


In a statement issued, March 6, the ICG said government 
forces and government-sponsored militias had continued to 
attack oilfields in Western Upper Nile in an effort to dislodge the 
SPLM/A and continue to expand oil industry development in the 
disputed region. 


The primary victims of the violence were civilians, the 
statement said. 


"The international community must immediately condemn the 
continuing violation of the cessation of hostilities by the 
government of Sudan," said John Prendergast of the ICG. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Sudan, page 


TANZANIA 


a. Combination therapy to fight malaria, TB, 
AIDS in Zanzibar: The ministry of health and social 
welfare in Zanzibar, signed a US $781,220 agree- 
ment, Feb 27, with the Global Fund to fight AIDS, 
tuberculosis and malaria. 


Zanzibar, located off the coast of mainland Tanzania, is home 
to about one million people. 


An estimated 6,000 children under five die from malaria every 
year, and thousands of young women are at severe risk of 
malaria during pregnancy due to physiological changes and 
weakened immune systems, the Global Fund reported. 


The Global Fund said that the radical shift from mono- to 
combination therapy had been carefully designed and prepared 
by the ministry of health and social welfare, in cooperation with 
key international partners, such as the World Health Organisa- 
tion, the UN Children's Fund, and Population Services Interna- 
tional, a US-based NGO. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
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ZAMBIA 


a. Chiluba case goes to High Court: Former 
President Frederick Chiluba has appealed to have 
his case tried by the High Court and not by the 
magistrate, it was reported, March 4. 


Chiluba argued that he would not be accorded a fair and 
impartial trial if tried by the magistrate’s court because there 
were constitutional issues that could only be dealt with by the 
High Court. 


In a preliminary issue, defence counsel Chifumu Banda 
informed principal resident magistrate Christopher Shachifwa 
that his client was guided by Article 18(1) of the Constitution of 
Zambia on some questions of law. 


The hearing was attended by Chiluba, his wife Regine, former 
MMD national secretary Vernon Mwaanga and scores of 
members of the public. 


The counsel said he had filed an application in the High Court 
for determination on the need to change the venue of rial and 
other constitutional issues. 


The defence team also wanted to know whether as former 
head of State, Chiluba was a civil servant as defined by Article 
139(1) of the Constitution. 


The application was supported by two other defence lawyers 
Robert Simeza and John Sangwa of Simeza Sangwa Associates. 


The prosecution team through private lawyer Mutembo 
Nchito could not respond without first consulting the Director of 
Public Prosecutions (DPP) Mukelabai Mukelabai. 


Banda then applied for a stay of proceedings which the court 
granted and advised Chiluba not to plead until the outcome of 
the High Court ruling. 


(SOURCE: Times of Zambia, Lusaka) 
[Background Info.Zambia, page 981:a] 


ZIMBABWE 


a. US freezes Mugabe’s assets: US President 
George W Bush, March 7, imposed economic 
sanctions on Zimbabwean President Robert 
Mee ie and 76 other high-ranking government 
officials. 


Bush accused them of undermining democracy in the 
impoverished southern African country. 


Following the lead of the EU, Bush issued an executive order 
freezing their assets and barring Americans from engaging in 
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any transactions or dealings with them. The sanctions take effect 
immediately. 


"Over the course of more than two years, the government 
of Zimbabwe has systematically undermined that nation’s 
democratic institutions, employing violence, intimidation, and 
repressive means including legislation to stifle opposition to its 
rule," Bush said in the order. 

Mugabe has been under fire from the West over the alleged 
rigging of an election in 2002 and the persecution of political 
foes, as well as the seizure of White-owned farms to be given 
to landless Blacks. 

The US, the Commonwealth and the EU, encouraged by 
rights groups, have all imposed some travel, aid and economic 
sanctions on Zimbabwe. 

(SOURCE: Independent, Harare) 
{Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 982:a] 





REGIONAL 


a. Graft in focus at Africa summit: African 
leaders met in Abuja, March 9, to finalise a 
peer-review body aimed at ending corruption and 
human rights abuses across the continent and 
attracting billions of dollars in promised aid from 
Western donors. 


Officials from 21 African nations were meeting for a summit 
in Nigeria’s capital to review the New Partnership for African 
Development, or NEPAD. 


NEPAD, a self-policing programme developed by continental 
heavyweights South Africa, Senegal, Algeria, Nigeria and others 
would see $6 billion in aid flow to African countries whose 
governments are certified by the body as honest and account- 
able. 


in a speech to open the summit, the Nigerian President, 
Olusegun Obasanjo said progress on achieving the peer-review 
mechanism had been slow, yet leaders had recently "moved 
beyond rhetoric to the concrete and pragmatic stage of 
implementation”. 

However, he gave no clues as to the make-up of the peer 
review body. Apart from Obasanjo, the heads of state of South 
Africa, Aigeria, Senegal, Mozambique, Republic of Congo and 
Ethiopia were attending the meeting. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras) 
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BOTSWANA 


a. Border dispute resolved in favour of 
Botswana: A four-year border dispute between 
Botswana and Namibia over ownership of the 
deeper side of Chobe, Linyanti, and Kwando rivers, 
which borders the two countries, was resolved in 
favour of Botswana, March 10. 


An eight-man commission drawn from the two states found 
out that the disputed borderline was, in fact, deep in the rivers 
as per the 1890 Anglo-German treaty. 


The commission handed over the report to Botswana’s 
President, Festus Mogae, who met his Namibian counterpart, 
Sam Nujoma, at the Namibian eastern border town of Ngoma. 
The two said they would abide with the findings. 


The dispute between the two countries was sparked by a 
1998 disagreement over the marshlands of Situngu in the Caprivi 
Strip in northeastern Namibia, along Linyanti river. 


The dispute followed reports that Namibian farmers were 
crossing into the eastern side and farming in an area that the 
Botswana defence forces said belonged to Botswana. 


The incident nearly culminated into an ali-out conflict. But 
the two countries appointed a commission to determine the 
borderline in accordance with the Angio-German treaty. 


Under the terms of the agreement establishing a joint 
commission, the two Presidents agreed that the findings of the 
report would be final and binding on the countries. 


b. Pact on permanent commission signed 
with South Africa: Botswana and South Af- 
rica,March 11, signed a joint permanent commission 
agreement on co-operation to carry out studies in 
cones livestock, water resources, mining and 
ourism. 


Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma represented South Africa at the 
signing ceremony, while foreign affairs and international co-op- 
eration minister General Mompati Merafhe represented Bot- 
swana. 


The commission enables the two countries to co-operate in 
areas such as the environment, monetary and financial arrange- 
ment, roads and infrastructural! development. Health, education 


- and joint utilisation on natural resources, energy and migration 


are other areas that members of the commission will focus on. 


The commission will meet once every two years alternately 
in South Africa and Botswana. Travelling and accommodation 
expenses of participants to any meetings of the commission or 
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its specialised committees are to be borne by each country. The 
host country will provide loca! transport and secretarial services. 


The commission may when necessary invite public and 
private institutions, international and regional organisations as 
well as third countries to participate in the implementation of 
sectoral programmes and projects covered by the agreement. 


c. Two Zimbabwean police officers deported: 
Two Zimbabwean police officers were deported 
from Botswana on allegations of spying in that 
country, a move likely to worsen relations between 
the two SADC states, it was reported, March 14. 


The officers, Ranganayi Kakazhu and Collin Mabuya, were 
arrested after Botswana police raided a house used by illegal 
Zimbabwean immigrants. 


According to reports from Botswana, the two Zimbabweans 
were hauled before a magistrate’s court where Kakazhu was 
fined P100 while Mabuya was given a wholly suspended 
six-month sentence. 


The two were immediately deported after their sentencing. 


Reports from Botswana quoted a detective Oabitsa Rank- 
waila confirming the incident and saying police officers from other 
countries needed to get clearance from the authorities before 
entering Botswana. 


"If they do not follow procedures.they will end up in trouble," 
Rankwaila was quoted as saying. 


Superintendent Gift Moyo of the Zimbabwe police confirmed 
that the two officers were indeed Zimbabwean and that they 
would face disciplinary action for absconding frorn duty. 


The two entered Botswana through Ramokgwebana border 
post but didn’t declare that they were policemen. After their arrest 
immigration authorities claimed they were on a spying mission. 


The Botswana government has already set up a commission 
to investigate allegations of ill-treatment of Zimbabwean nation- 
als in that country. / 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


CAMEROON 


a. Govt closes two private TV stations: 
State authorities have closed down the operations 
of two private television stations, RTA and Canal 
x B Sans Frontieres (RSF) reported, 

arch 14. 


The move, RSF said, threatens the development of diverse 
and independent broadcast media in Cameroon. 
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Provincial governors suspended broadcasts by the two 
Stations on February 19 “at the behest of communications 
minister Jacques Fame Ndongo” on the grounds that they were 
operating illegally, RSF said. The two companies, it explained, 
had been authorised to carry foreign media programmes but not 
to broadcast their own programmes. 


“Although the country’s laws provide for privately-owned 
broadcast media, the government has ignored all requests from 
television broadcasters for authorisation, forcing them to operate 
illegally," RSF said. 


"AEA and TV+, the companies that own the television 
stations, do not have permits to set up and run privately-owned 
broadcast companies". 


However, according to RSF, the "minister’s decision followed 
the broadcast of a number of political debates in which the 
government was criticised". 


According to the media watchdog, Ndongo has publicly 
attacked the media, accusing them of “repeatedly and intention- 
ally disregarding the profession’s universal and sacrosanct 
principles by interfering in an untimely manner in the private lives 
of citizens and government bodies.” 


He also warned broadcast media entrepreneurs that the 
government would increase its efforts to collect back taxes from 
them, RSF said. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Rebel leader seizes power, suspends 
Constitution: Rebel leader Francois Bozize, whose 
forces seized power, March 15, in the Central 
African Republic, has declared himself head of 
state, suspended. the Constitution and announced 
plans for a National Transitional Council to run the 
country. 

"I will receive as soon as possible all the political parties and 
stakeholders so that we can agree on a consensual transitional 
programme,” Bozize announced in a broadcast to the nation, 
March 16. 


He said former heads of state would be honorary members 
of the council. He said his administration's priorities would be to 
pursue talks with the International Monetary Fund and the World 
Bank on a "post-conflict" accord, restructure and reunify the 
national army and the administration; seize illegal weapons; 
reform financial services; intensify the campaign against 
HIV/AIDS; and prepare for free and fair elections. He gave no 
timeframe for his rule. 


Bozize imposed a 10-day curfew from 7:00 pm to 6:00 am; 
warned the public against looting; and asked people to go about 
their normal business beginning, March 17. He decreed that 
secretaries-general and directors in all ministries remain at their 
post until appointment of new ministers. 


Bozize, the country’s former army chief of staff, first launched 
an unsuccessful bid to seize power on October 25, 2002 when 
he invaded the capital, Bangui. 


{Background info. Central African Republic, page 987:a] 
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b. No food, no shelter as thousands fiee to 
Chad: The situation for about 30,000 refugees from 
the Central African Republic (CAR) who have fled 
to neighbouring Chad “is becoming more precari- 
ous by the day" since the March 15 coup, the 
international NGO Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) 
reported, March 18, from Brussels. 


"The wealthiest amang them are obvious, because they have 
a sleeping mat and a cooking pot, but even they have nothing 
to eat," Sonia Payrassol, the MSF emergency coordinator in 
Chad, said. 


"The amount of food distributed to the refugees so far has 
been too little in terms of both content and quantity." 


MSF said it was concerned that as the crisis deepened, 
"international aid agencies seem reluctant to react”. it said most 
of the refugees had no shelter and remained scattered around 
the border villages sleeping in the streets. 


"Many of these villages have seen their populations double 
or triple at a time when the dry season means that even in 
normal circumstances water and food are already scarce," MSF 
said. 


"The victory for Gen [Francois] Bozize is not a cause for 
celebration for the refugees in Chad; it can’t bring back the 
homes and crops that have been burned, and it can’t take away 
the fear of many that return to CAR remains impossible at this 
time," Payrassol said. 

The NGO said that in addition to rampant insecurity in CAR and 
"widespread ethnicity-linked" reprisals, "the war has amplified what 
was already a savage land conflict between farmers and herders”. 


WFP receives US $1 million for the displaced: The UN 
World Food Programme (WFP) has received US $1 million from 
multilateral donors to buy food for thousands of internally 
displaced people and vulnerable groups in the troubled Central 
African Republic (CAR), David Bulman, the WFP representative 
in the CAR said, March 22. 


"It is part of a US $6.6 million project for an overall tonnage 
of 8,816 mt," he said. 


WFP, he said, already had $500,000 for the project. He said 
the funds would now enable WFP to buy 1,200 mt of food from 
Cameroon and other countries. He said 1,700 mt of food was 
stored in the Cameroonian seaport of Douala. 


"We will borrow from other projects while waiting for the road 


' from Cameroon to be reopened," he said. 


Meanwhile, following WFP appeals on the government- 
owned Radio Centrafrique and the UN-Fondation Hirondelle- 
sponsored Radio Ndeke Luka, Bangui residents have begun to 
return food looted from WFP’s warehouses after the March 15 
coup. 

A WFP official supervising the return of the stolen food said 
that the Economic and Monetary Community of Central African 
States forces and the CAR forces took more than 15 sacks of 
25kg each, out of the 1,800 mt of food looted from the WFP 
warehouses on March 15 and March 16. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
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CONGO 


a. EU to grant US $574,350 to fight Ebola: 
The EU has decided to grant the Republic of Congo 
(ROC) 328 million francs CFA (US $574,350) to heip 
fight the deadly Ebola virus in the country’s northern 
region of Cuvette-Ouest, Eric Holzaphel, the EU 
representative in Brazzaville said, March 13. 


The grant will enable the EU to set up an administrative 
committee to fight the epidemic, improve health facilities, provide 
medicines, create isolation wards and set up an epidemiological 
surveillance unit. 


Some 100 of the 110 people who contracted the Ebola virus 
have died. The World Health Organisation says the haemor- 
rhagic fever is "one of the most virulent" viral diseases known 
to humankind, causing death in 50 to 90 per cent of all clinically 
diagnosed cases. 


The ROC authorities were first alerted to a possible outbreak 
of Ebola after a band of gorillas in the area began dying in late 
2002. Tests subsequently carried out on their corpses confirmed 
that they had died of Ebola. The current outbreak is believed to 
have been caused by villagers eating infected primates. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Congo, page 987:a] 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Ituri ceasefire deal signed: Delegates of 
the Ugandan and Congolese government, different 
rebel groups, and ethnic militia operating in north- 
eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 
signed a ceasefire accord, March 18, in Bunia, the 
principal city in Ituri district of Orientale Province. 


The ceremony was presided over by Amos Namanga Ngongi, 
the UN secretary-general’s special representative to the country. 
Diplomats accredited to the DRC were also present, including 
the envoy of Angola, which mediated the September 6, 2002 
accord between Presidents Joseph Kabila of the Congo and 
Yoweri Museveni of Uganda. 


The UN mission in the DRC, known as MONUC, said the 
ceasefire would be followed, March 19, by the establishment of 
a preparatory committee for the establishment of the long- 
awaited Ituri Pacification Commission. Formation of the commis- 
sion has been delayed several times by fighting between various 
rebel factions and militias. 


The withdrawal from the DRC of all Ugandan troops, who 
now control Bunia after booting out its erstwhile allies of the 
Union des Patriotes Congolais (UPC), is only expected after a 
Congolese loca! administration is established in the city. This is 
an issue due to be discussed by the Ituri commission. 


UPC refuses to sign ceasefire accord: The rebel Union 
des Patriotes Congolais (UPC), which Ugandan troops expelled 
from Bunia earlier, did not sign the ituri agreement, March 18. 

"We are ready to sign a ceasefire with Uganda, but not with 
the other groups with which we are not an adversary,” Thomas 
Lubanga, the UPC leader said, March 19. 
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Lubanga, who had reportedly died in a Kisangani hospital 
from battlefield wounds, said he was speaking from a location 
near Bunia, the main town of Ituri District in northeastern DRC. 


Ugandan and UPC forces fought each other in Fataki, 60 
km northeast of Bunia, as the accord was being signed. Under 
the terms of the deal the parties have agreed to stop acquiring 
weapons, munitions and other military materials, and to halt the 
recruitment of child soldiers. They also agreed to free all 
hostages. In addition, the locales of Komanda and Mambasa 
shouid be demilitarised, in line with the Gbadolite accord of 
December 30, 2002. 


b. UPDF captures two DRC airports: The 
Uganda People’s Defence Forces has captured two 
more strategic airports in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo from the Union of Patriotes Congolais 
(UPC) rebels, it was reported, March 21. 


Army Spokesman Maj. Shaban Bantariza said the UPDF 
occupied Fataki and Bule airports and surrounding towns, March 
19, night after a short battle. 


Bule is the birthplace of UPC leadér Thomas Lubanga, who 
fell out with the UPDF recently. 


Fataki, 60km northeast of Bunia, was the scene of the battie 
between UPC and the UPDF on March 6. 


Recently the UPDF captured Munbgwallo airport which was 
also a UPC stronghold. The overseer-of the military operations 
in Ituri, Brig. Kale Kaihura, recently ordered UPC to quit the 
airports considered strategic to Uganda. 


He said the capture of the airports would deny rebels fighting 
Uganda a supplies base. Fighting continued in Fataki as a 
ceasefire accord was signed in Bunia by six belligerent forces 
in ituri region. 


Rwanda sending troops to Congo: Members of the 
Rwandan Parliament, March 19, overwhelmingly supported the 
re-deployment of their army in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC). 

The MPs endorsed the move during a special sitting after 
foreign minister Charles Murigande addressed them on the 
situation in the DRC. 


(See Rwanda, page 1003) 


Dr Murigande was in the company of defence minister Marcel 
Gatsinzi and Chief of General Staff Maj. Gen. James Kabareebe. 


independent sources in Kigali, March 19, quoted Gen. 
Kabareebe as saying that Uganda had finalised plans to attack 
Rwanda. Gen. Kabareebe is said to have described relations 
between Uganda and Rwanda as "very bad". 


He reportedly said he knew where Uganda was training the 
Interahamwe and ex-FAR (fighters of the defeated former 
Rwandan army) in the DRC. 


He appealed for the support of the MPs and the public for 
the Rwanda Defence Forces (RDF) to fight Uganda in “self-de- 
fence” as and when attacked. : 

"All the MPs supported the position of government to fight 


in self-defence even if it meant going back to Congo,” a 
Kigali-based journalist told The Monifor on phone, March 19. 
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Rwanda recently threatened to send the RDF -back into the 
DRC unless Uganda withdrew her troops and stopped arming 
the Interahamwe. Kampala has since rejected Rwanda’s ultima- 
tum but strongly denied any links with the Interahamwe; the 
largely Hutu militia blamed for the 1994 genocide in which more 
than 800,000 Rwandan Tutsi and moderate Hutu were killed in 
just 100 days. 


Kampala has instead accused Rwanda of supporting Ugan- 
dan rebels (the People's Redemption Army) based in the volatile 
Ituri province in eastern DRC. Dr Murigande himself confirmed 
that “all Rwandan MPs" supported the Kigali government's 
position. He, however, denied that he went to parliament to seek 
permission to re-deploy the RDF in DR Congo. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


EGYPT 


a. Anti-war protest turns violent: Egyptian 
anti-war protesters clashed with riot police, March 
20, hurling stones and shouting against the United 
States and their own leaders against the war in Iraq. 


Riot police used water cannons to keep stone-throwing 
demonstrators from making their way through barricaded streets 
to the US embassy. 


A few hundred protesters, March 20, mostly students from 
the American University in Cairo, were turned back from the US 
embassy. 


They joined up with more protesters and made a second run, 
this time throwing stones but being pushed back by water 
cannons about 100 metres from the compounds’ high cement 
walls. 


(Background Info. Egypt, page 989:a] 


b. Rights activist acquitted: Egypt's highest 
court, March 18, acquitted an outspoken Egyptian- 
American rights campaigner of all charges, including 
tarnishing Egypt’s image. 


"Thank God!, Thank God!” Saad Eddin Ibrahim cried out after 
hearing the verdict, which followed guilty decisions in two 
previous trials. The courtroom erupted in shouts and screeches 
of joy. 

ibrahim’s adult daughter, Randa, shed tears of joy. 


Ibrahim, 64, was arrested in June 2000 with 27 associates, 
who worked with him at the Ibn Khaldun Centre, an independent 
thinktank Ibrahim established in 1998. 


“| feel | am walking on air. | was confident of the court's 
decision and of my innocence. The court decision is the climax 
of Egypt's sublime judiciary", Ibrahim said. 


He said it was too early to talk about reopening his centre, 
but he would continue his normal work. Ibrahim had come under 
harsh criticism from pro-government media throughout the 
ordeal. Ibrahim has said‘he believed the charges stemmed from 
his decision to set up a committee to monitor Egypt's parliamen- 
tary elections in 2000. 


The ibn Khaldun Centre had published reports accusing the 
government of rigging the 1995 elections. 
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c. Journalist detained by security police: 
Journalists’ body RSF has called for the immediate 
release of Edward Ladu Terso, a journalist from the 
English-language daily Khartoum Monitor, who has 
been detained by state security police without 
charges since March 11. 


"He appears to have simply been doing his job," said RSF 
secretary-general Robert Minard. “The authorities have not 
accused him of any offence. We deplore the security services’ 
relentless pursuit of the paper, an issue of which was recently 
seized." 


State security officials told the newspaper on March 15 that 
Terso had been sent to Kober prison. The journalist wrote a 
column called "I just cannot understand it". The authorities 
seized copies of the paper on March 9. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras) 


ERITREA 


a. Security Council extends UN mandate for 
6 months: Reaffirming its unwavering commitment 
to the peace process in Ethiopia and Eritrea, the 
Security Council, March 14, extended for six months 
the mandate of the United Nations peacekeeping 
mission to the two countries. 


The decision to extend the mandate of the UN Mission in 
Ethiopian and Eritrea (UNMEE) at the troop and military observer 
levels until September 15 came after the Council considered a 
report by Secretary-General Kofi Annan covering the mission's 
activities since December 2002. The report highlighted key 
developments in Ethtopia and Eritrea and gave an update on 
activities related to the boundary commission’s work. 


In unanimously adopting resolution 1466, March 14, the 
Council affirmed the ability of UNMEE to monitor the two 
countries’ fulfilment of their responsibilities and called on both 
Ethiopia and Eritrea to cooperate fully and expeditiously with the 
mission in the implementation of its mandate. 


The Council also demanded that the parties allow UNMEE 
full freedom of movement and remove immediately any restric- 
tions impeding the mission's work, as well as ensure the security 
of UNMEE staff when operating in territories under their control. 


"On balance, the parties have generally been cooperating 
well through this process," Annan said in his report. "However, 
it is now time for them to translate their commitments into real 
action on the ground, namely, the implementation of the April 
13, 2002 delimitation decision." 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 
[Background Info. Eritrea, page 989:a] 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Germany cancels 11 million birr debt: The 
German ambassador to Ethiopia, Dr. Helga Grafin 
Strachwitz, and the minister of finance and eco- 
nomic development of Ethiopia, Ato Sufian Ahmed, 
signed an agreement, March 12, providing for the 
cancellation of 11 million birr debt to Germany. 
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The debt relief complements an agreement concluded in 


October 2001, when Germany had cancelled Ethiopian debt 


amounting to about US dollar 24 million. The present agreement 
frees Ethiopia of interest payments from November 2001 to 
March 2004, the embassy said. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 
{Background Info. Ethiopia, page 975:a] 


GAMBIA 


a. National Assembly condemns attack on 
iraq: Members of the National Assembly have 
strongly condemned the United States-led attack on 
iraq describing it as “an aggression and in breach 
of international law." 


Speaking during the adjournment debate at the House, March 
20, member for Serrekunda East, Fabakary Tombong Jatta, said, 
“the attack is illegal and could set a dangerous precedent in the 
world." He said that for the two permanent members of the UN 
Security Council to go to war without a UN backing “is giving 
birth to a new world order which threatens the credibility of the 
UN. 


"There are many countries in the world that possess more 
weapons of mass destruction than Irag and wondered why the 
US and its allies single out Iraq. There are countries with 
dangerous weapons and dictatorial regimes than Iraq which need 
to be tackled,” he said. 


Hamat Bah, member for Upper Saloum, described President 
Bush’s ultimatum to the embattled Iraqi leader as an insult to 
the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Iraq and its people. 


“The attack on Iraq is in all breach of the UN Charter because 
it is aggression which is not in line with international law.” 


Abdoulie Kanaji Jawla, member for Sandu, also condemned 
the US military campaign on iraq and expressed fear that the 
war would cost more hardship for developing countries like The 
Gambia and called on the US to rescind their decision in the 
name of peace. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


GHANA 


a. Ghanaian nominated as vice-president of 
International Criminal Court: Professor Akua 
Kuenyehia, Dean of the Faculty of Law, University 
of Ghana, has been nominated as the first vice- 
heer of the International Criminal Court in the 

ague. 


She was among the three Africans who were elected to the 
eighteen members for the International Criminal Court, March 
17. She has a three-year tenure of office, which is renewable 
by another term. On their arrival from The Hague reently, the 
attorney general and minister of justice, Nana Akufo-Addo told 
journalists that on March 11, the international Criminal Court was 
inaugurated and the judges were inducted into office. He stated 
that the criminal court is going to try individuals and not states. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
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GUINEA BISSAU 


a. Elections to be postponed: Guinea Bissau’s 
legislative elections, scheduled for April 20, could 


` be postponed. 


Media sources quoted the ministry of internal administration 
as saying, March 19, that the voters’ list would be updated from 
April 17 to May 6 to ensure a transparent electoral process. 


For weeks, the government had defied the country’s electoral 
law, as well as pressure from the opposition and the international 
community, for it to update the list of eligible voters prior to the 
polls, already postponed once in 2003. They were originally to 
have been held in February. 


There had already been speculation that the polls might be 
postponed since the government had been saying for weeks 
now that it did not have the financial and technical means to 
organise the election, made necessary by the dissolution of 
parliament by President Kumba Lala in November 2002. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


IVORY COAST 


a. Rebels again boycott government meet- 
ing: Ivory Coast’s government of national unity met 
for the second time, March 20, in the capital, 
Yamoussoukro, but again without the presence of 
rebel nominees. 


The main opposition group, which boycotted the previous 
meeting attended. Prime Minister Seydou Diarra chaired the 
meeting. Despite the missing members of the 41-member 
cabinet, President Laurent Gbagbo painted a positive picture of 
the second meeting. “I am the capitain but | need shipmates. 
The shipmates are here," he told the meeting. 


The rebels, led by the Mouvement Patriotique de Cote 
d'ivoire {MPC}, however later flew from their stronghold in 
Bouake into Yamoussoukro where they met Diarra. Before that 
meeting, Diarra had said: "Up until yesterday, (March 19) | had 
strong hopes that everyone would be here, but | am losing faith. 
| will fight so that the list is complete, even if it means that | 
have to travel to Bouake." It was unclear what held back the 
MPCI and the two other rebels from joining the meeting of the 
government. 


Power-sharing government makes poor start: Ivory 
Coast's power-sharing government, meant to end nearly six 
months of civil war, got off to an uncertain start, March 14, as 
rebels and the main opposition party shunned the first cabinet 
meeting. 


President Laurent Gbagbo presented 21 ministers amid 
much fanfare in the capital of Yamoussoukro but empty chairs 
marked the absence of the rebels, who sparked war in the former 
French colony after a failed coup in September 2002. 


"| welcome this historic moment. Many thought we wouldn't 
achieve what has been done," Gbagbo said in a speech to the 
meeting. "For a country, it's not difficult to fall. Everyone falls. 
But are you capable of getting on your feet again?" 
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However, as the proceedings drew to a close, a question 
mark remained over the final composition of the 41-member 
cabinet. Gbagbo’s aides said it was unlikely that the government 
list would be published until the end of next week. 


Meanwhile Alassane Ouattara’s Rally of the Republicans 
(RDR) opposition party said it was concerned about security in 
__ the light of killings of RDR supporters by shadowy. death squads. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Ivory Coast, page 990:a] 


KENYA 


a. PTA Bank, Kenya Airways sign loan deal: 
The PTA Bank has signed a USS7.5 million financing 
deal with Kenya Airways for the purchase of long 
haul aircraft, it. was reported, March 22. 


The deal was signed by the president of the PTA Bank, Dr 
Michael Gondwe, the managing director of Kenya Airways Titus 
Naikuni and the managing director of Barclays Bank of Kenya, 
Adan Mohammed. 


According to a bank release, the PTA Bank is the lead 
manager of the US$54 million syndicated loan to the airline while 
Barciays Bank is the lead arranger of the deal. 


The export credit-backed financing will go towards the 
purchase of two Boeing 777-200ER aircraft. Kenya Airways is 
listed on the Uganda Securities Exchange (USE). 


Other banks involved in the deal are: NIC Bank, Standard 
Bank (Mauritius), Rand Merchant Bank and the International 
Finance Corporation (IFC), the private sector lending arm of the 
World Bank. The PTA Bank has been very active in the aviation 
sector and has supported several successful ventures in this 
sector. In Zambia, the Bank has funded the acquisition of aircraft 
by Zambia Flying Doctors. 


b. Ranger suspended for killing poacher: A 
Kenya Wildlife Service ranger has been inter- 
dicted over the killing of a young man in Kinangop, 
Environment minister Newton Kulundu said, 
March 20. 


Dr Kulundu said Stephen Mwangi was shot dead at the 
Aberdares National Park, when rangers found him carrying the 
carcass of an antelope. 


(See Analysis, page 1008) 


Dr Kulundu, who was reading a ministerial statement, said 
Mwangi was shot after he defied an order to. surrender and 
attacked the rangers with a machette. He admitted that rangers 
also killed James Kihumba at the park in September 2002, when 
they confronted a group of 18 people "who were preparing to 
load 400 cedar posts on a vehicle". The minister said Kihumba 
also attacked a ranger with a machette. 


Waithaka accused the rangers of using excessive force in 
both incidents, and demanded to know why they could not 
immobilise the poachers instead. The minister said investigations 
were being carried out to determine whether the rangers were 
at fault. 


((SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
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LIBERIA 


a. Elections will go ahead in October, says 
Taylor: General! elections in Liberia will go ahead 
as scheduled on October 14 “even in the midst 
of war" between government soldiers and rebels 
of the Liberians United for Reconciliation and 
Democracy (LURD), President Charles Taylor 
said, March 21. 


Taylor told a ceremony at the presidential palace at which 
two additional members of the country's Elections Commission 
were sworn into office that his government would "do everything 
possible to fund and supervise a free, fair and transparent 
election.” 


The two new commissioners, Mary Brownell and James 
Chelly, were recently nominated by Liberian political parties to 
serve on the commission. Brownell is a women’s leader while 
Chelly was one. of 18 persons convicted and sentenced to 10 
years imprisonment for treason in 1999. He was granted 
clemency by Taylor in March 2002. 


On suggestions that international organisations such as the 
UN provide support to ensure security during the electoral 
process, Taylor said: "This government will not accept an 
intervention force in this country." The presence of such a force, 
he said, would go against Liberia's sovereignty. He added: "What 
this government has requested the UN to do is to send a capacity 
building force to Liberia that would assist in the tralning of our 
security forces.” 


b. Court summons more jurors to try human ` 
rights defender: While the Criminal Court "A" has 
ordered the sheriff to summon additional jurors for 
the treason trial of human rights defender J Aloysius 
Me the Press Union of Liberia has called for his 
release. 


Judge Boimah Kontoe’s mandate comes after the selection 
of 14 jurors, March 19, while the remaining juror could not be 
secured due to the shortage of prospective jurors at the court. 


Following the examination of prospective jurors by prosecut- 
ing and defence counsel, the sheriffs roster was exhausted, 
leaving no room for further selection. Judge Kontoe ordered the 
sheriff to go out and summon as many persons as he could to 
complete the panel of 15 Peiit Jurors. 


Defendant Toe was in the court room, March 19, dressed in 
a white T-Shirt with a red and blue track pants observing the 
selection of the jurors. 


Aloysius Toe is facing treason charges for allegedly collabo- 
rating with the Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democ- 
racy(LURD) to overthrowPresident Charles Taylor. He has since 
been indicted, and has pleaded not guilty. The rights activist is 
being detained at the Monrovia Central Prison. 

[Background Info. Liberia, page 894:a] 

c. Rebels attack Nimba: Reports from Nimba 
County say the-Liberians United for Reconciliation 
and Democracy (LURD) attacked Balawallie in the 
northeast. 
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According to the BBC, gunmen from Ivory Coast attacked 
the town, March 18, in an effort to capture it. 


The report said that government's troops in the area were 
engaging the rebels at two fronts in order to repel the attackers. 
Reports emerging from central Liberia say after five days of fierce 
gun battle, government regained control of the St. Paul River 
bridge which is about 43 kilometres from Gbarnga. 


The bridge was attacked by LURD rebels, March 15, which 
led to the migration of people from Gbarnga and its surrounding 
towns. 


Most of the people fleeing have taken temporary shelter at 
camps in the centre town of Totota on the highway leading to 
Monrovia. According to the BBC, several rebels have advanced 
into central Liberia and have reportedly attacked Camp Naama, 
a military barracks in that region. 


“ (SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Demonstration against war on Iraq: About 
2,000 people marched through the streets of 
Maputo, March 22, to protest against the United 
States’ war on Iraq. 


Demonstrators assembied at four separate points in central 
Maputo, and converged on Independence Square, in front of the 
city hall. 


The turnout was disappointingly low. The Movement for 
Peace and Citizenship (MPC), a broad-based coalition of NGOs 
and religious groups, postponed the demonstration for a week 
precisely because some of its affiliates said they needed time 
to mobilise their members. 

in the event, precious little mobilisation was done, except by 
islamic groups. Both the ruling Frelimo Party and the main 
opposition party, Renamo, declared their support for the 


demonstration, but very few members of either party actually 


took part. 


The demonstrators carried banners and placards, some in 
Portuguese, and some in English, with slogans such as "Stop 
war, make peace”, "No blood for oil", and "George Bush, the 
world wants peace”. 


some demonstrators calied for a boycott, with placards that 
read “Don't buy American products", while others suggested 
"First Israel, later Iraq". One inventive placard read "Bombing for 
peace is like f—ing for virginity". 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


NAMIBIA 


a. Anti-graft Bill returned to National Assem- 
bly: The ministry of justice has re-drafted the 
contentious anti-corruption Bill after some cabinet 
ministers and parliamentarians rejected the first 
draft because of its. unclear definition of corruption. 


Deputy minister of justice Albert Kawana told the National 
Assembly, March 19, that the new Anti-Corruption Bill seeks to 
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establish an anti-corruption commission, outlines its functions, 
and provides for the ‘prevention of and punishment for corrupt 
practices. The new draft legislation has widened the definition 
of corruption. Attorney general Pendukeni Ithana and environ- 
ment minister Phillemon Malima declined to back the first 
Anti-corruption Bill, saying it lacked a clear definition of 
corruption. 


The new Bill, however, fails to distinguish the independence 
ofthe anti-corruption commission as it provides that the director — 
of the commission report to the Prime Minister. 


The Congress of Democrats (CoD) rejected the notion that 
the director should submit his annual report to the Prime Minister. 


The CoD feels it should be given to the Speaker of the 
Nationa! Assembly first. Calls for the anti-corruption commission 
to have powers of prosecution rather than referring findings to 
the prosecutor general are also not accommodated in the new 
draft legislation. 


In the new Bill, the justice ministry has agreed that the 
appointments of the director of the Commission be made by the 
National Assembly after nomination by the President. 


b. 30 Zimbabweans languish in Namibian 
prisons: A total of 30 Zimbabweans are languish- 
ing in prison in Namibia, a report released by that 
Soe ministry of prisons and correctional serv- 
ices said. 


The Namibian quoted a report tabled in parliament, March 
18, by the Namibian ministry of prisons and correctional services. 


Officials at the Namibian embassy in Harare said the majority 
of those in prison were illegal immigrants. "These are illegal 
migrants or individuals who have overstayed in Namibia," one 
official said, March 17. 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


RWANDA 


a. Rwanda army gives UPDF ultimatum: 
Rwanda has issued an ultimatum to the Ugandan 
army to withdraw from Bunia in eastern Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) immediately or face the 
Rwanda Patriotic Army (RPA). 


In a strongly worded statement to all diplomatic missions 
accredited to Kigali, March 13, Rwanda said a new and 
dangerous situation is developing in eastern Democtic Republic 
of Congo where, the government of Uganda, working with the 
Kinshasa government, is deploying its troops, thus threatening 
RCD positions. This posed a direct security threat to Rwanda. 


The statement further said that "should the international 
community fail to reverse the development promptly and 
decisively, Rwanda would be compelled to assume responsibility 
and take appropriate measures to protect its people." 


The Rwanda’s ultimatum comes amidst increasing tensions 
in eastern Congo where the Uganda Peoples Defence Forces 
(UPDF) has fought and ejected the Congolese People’s Union 
(UPC), a local rebel force commanded by Thomas Lubanga from 


* the town of Bunia. 
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b. Tutsi refugees were tortured, says witness: 
The twenty first prosecution witness in the Butare 
trial alleged that Tutsi refugees were put into sacks 
and then beaten severely by Interahamwe militia- 
men. 


The witness, a Tutsi woman dubbed FAP for security reasons, 
also told the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) 
that other refugees were forced to lie on their backs and beaten 
on the stomach. Shë said among the victims was'a pregnant 
woman who ended up with miscarriage. 


FAP was being cross-examined by Michel Marchand from 
Canada, lead counsel for Joseph Kanyabashi, former mayor of 
Ngoma who is on trial with five other genocide suspects. 
Marchand has been the third defence counsel to cross question 
the witness since she started testifying on March 11. 


Other co-accused who were touched by FAP testimony 
include former minister for family and women's affairs, Pauline 
Nyiramasuhuko and her son, Arsene Shalom Ntahobali and 
former prefect, Syivain Nsabimana. The other former prefect who 
took over from Nsabimana, Alphonse Nteziryayo and former 
mayor of Muganza commune, Eliz Ndayambaje were not 
mentioned by the witness. 


Earlier, counsel Marchand had pointed out several contra- 
dictions between the oral and written statements made by the 
witness to the ICTR investigators on May 6, 1999. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Rwanda, page 994:a} 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Sankoh, aides charged: The United Nations 
war crimes court for Sierra Leone held its first 
session as Foday Sankoh, leader of the rebel 
eae United Front, appeared before the 
tribunal. 


Sankoh was the first of four men scheduled to appear, March 
14, before Judge Benjamin itoe of the Special Court for Sierra 
Leone to hear indictments against them for crimes including 
murder, rape, conscription of children and sexual slavery. 


Sankoh faces 17 charges, including terrorism, murdez, rape, 
sexual slavery, forced labour, use of child soldiers and extermi- 
nation. The RUF military boss, Issa Sesay, Alex Tamba Brima 
of the Armed’ Forces Revolutionary Council military junta and 
the RUF commander, Morris Kallon, followed Sankoh in the dock. 


Suspects plead not guilty before war crimes court: A 
rebel leader and an army commander each pleaded not 
guilty, March 17, before the UN war crimes court for Sierra 
Leone. 


Morris Kallon of the rebel Revolutionary United Front (RUF) 
and Alex Tamba Brima of the Armed Forces Revolutionary 
Council entered the pleas to each of 17 counts against them in 
a courtroom in the-town ef Bonthe, 150 km south-east of capital 
Freetown. 

The charges include murder, rape, terrorism, sexual slavery, 
conscripting children and attacking humanitarian workers, ac- 
cording to the indictment published by the UN Special Court for 
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Sierra Leone. Kallon and Brima are the third and fourth suspects 
to appear in court since the UN prosecutor issued his first 
indictments arising from Sierra Leone’s decade-long civil war. 
On March 15, RUF military commander Issa Sesay pleaded not 
guilty, while RUF leader Foday Sankoh did not respond to 
questions in court and was ordered to undergo medical and 
psychological tests before his next appearance. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi and Hindu, Madras) 
[Background Info. Sierra Leone, page 995:a] 


SOMALIA 


a. Security Council condemns violence: The 
UN Security Council has condemned the continued 
fighting in Somalia, and called for an immediate end 
to all acts of violence and for safe access to 
humanitarian personnel, it was reported, March 13. 


"It is those that have weapons of war who continue to hold 
the people of Somalia hostage to the cycle of violence," said a 
statement by the Council’s current president, Guinean Ambas- 
sador Mamady Traore. "These people will be held accountable 
by the Somali people and the international community for their 
actions if they persist on the path of confrontation and conflict." 


The statement said violence had continued even after the 
signing of a cessation of hostilities agreement by the Somali 
parties on October 27, 2002. Under the terms of the agreement, 
the Somali groups agreed to suspend all hostilities for the 
duration of the peace conference being held in Kenya. 


Since then there have been continuing violations, with 
fighting in the capital, Mogadishu, the towns of Las Anod in the 
northeast and Baidoa in the southwest, and in the Bari, Bay, 
Bakol, Gedo and Lower Shabelle, Middle Shabelle and Middle 
Juba regions. 


The statement urged the Somali parties "to end the suffering 
of their people and to restore peace and stability to their country". 


b. US seizes terror suspect: A heavily armed 
American team raided a hospital in Mogadishu, 
March 19, and seized a suspected Al-Qaeda 
terrorist, flying him out of the Somali capital to 
Kenya. 


The raid was America’s first overt operation in the notoriously 
volatile country since its humiliating retreat in 1994. 


Staff at the Kaysaney Red Cross Hospital said a six-man 
team in plain clothes snatched the suspect from his bed and 
rushed him to an airstrip in a raid lasting only minutes. It 
appeared that the Americans were working with a militia faction 
that controls the area around the hospital in the north of the city. 


Somalia's transitional government, which has been accused 
of harbouring terrorist, said it played no part but said “four or 
five FBI agents" were aboard the aircraft that flew the man out. 

Diplomatic sources hinted that the unnamed suspect, a 
Yemeni with a South African passport, planned the November 
2002 suicide bombing in a Kenyan tourist resort that killed 16 
people. 


(SOURCE: Telegraph, London and Hindu, Madras) 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Reparation for apartheid victims: The South 
African government should pay more than 21,000 
victims of apartheid-era abuses compensation to- 
talling 3 billion rand ($348 million), the Truth and 
n Commission said in its final report, 

arc ; 


The commission chairman, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, who 
led the lengthy and emotional investigation into abuses suffered 
under white rule, presented the commission’s seven-volume final 
report to the South African President, Thabo Mbeki, in a formal 
ceremony in Pretoria. 


"Had it (the commission) not happened, we would not be 
where we are today (March 21), we would not have the stability 
we have,” Archbishop Tutu said. He said he was most affected 
by "the exhilaration (of) listening to people who had been 
brutalized in extraordinary ways and who should have been 
ridden with anger and bitterness being ready to forgive’. 


Publication of the report has raised hopes that more than 
21,000 victims will receive reparations. The government says it 
has been waiting for the final report before making payments. 
The historic commission, set up after the country’s first all-race 
elections in 1994, was an emotional journey into the killings, 
riots, and torture of the apartheid era. It investigated political 
crimes committed by all sides during the decades of white 
minority rule. Believing the country could not move into a peaceful 
new future without understanding its past, the commission 
granted amnesty to perpetrators willing to tell the truth about 
their crimes. 


de Klerk rejects panel report: South Africa's last white 
President F W de Klerk, has rejected a truth commission report 
on his role in apartheid-era rights abuses. 


He said the commission's reconciliation campaign had failed, 
it was reported, March 27. The Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission (TRC) released its final report, March 21, ending a 
nearly seven-year probe into murders, torture and political crimes 
committed by all sides during more than four decades of 
white-minority rule. 


The TRC heard thousands of victims of gross human rights 
violations, but most of the apartheid state's top leaders shunned 
the process as a witchhunt. "The TRC process did not achieve 
its objective of establishing the full truth related to the conflict of 
the past and...it has not promoted reconciliation as intended", 
de Klerk’s office said in a statement, March 22. 

{Background Info. South Africa, page 884:b] 


b. Plot to kill Mandela: Far-right extremists in 
South Africa plotted to assassinate Nelson Mandela 
as part of a plan to restore white rule, according to 
an indictment for high treason served, March 19, 
on 23 Afrikaners. 


Members of the shadowy group known as the Boeremag 
(Boer Force) built a large bomb designed to destroy Mandela’s 
car as he made a long-planned visit to the northern Limpopo 
province to open a school, the indictment said. The plot failed 
because the former President and Nobel laureate, who had a 
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tight schedule of appointments, made the journey by helicopter 
instead to save time. 


The indictment also alleges that the Boeremag hired 10 
vehicles which they planned to pack with explosives and use as 
car bombs to detonate during the world summit on sustainable 
development in Johannesburg in 2002. 


The existence of the Boeremag emerged after a series of 
bombs exploded in the sprawling black township of Soweto in 
2002, killing one woman. 


c. Winnie faces reprimand: Ms Winnie 
Madikizela-Mandela, former wife of Nelson Mandela 
and head of the ANC’s women’s league, was, March 
14, asked to appear before the South African 
parliament to be reprimanded for her absences. 


Ms Madikizela-Mandela attended only four times out of the 
79 parliamentary sittings in 2002 and even then "arrived late 
and left early" according to opposition MPs. 


She did not attend any meetings of the defence standing 
committee whose chairman, Thandi Modise, said. 


"| didn’t know she was a member....we haven't seen her". 


Frene Ginwala, Speaker, who has shown increasing exas- 
peration with the tendency among some leading ANC figures to 
ignore parliament, gave the self-styled "mother of the nation" 10 
days to appear before parliament for a public rebuke for violation 
MPs’ code of conduct. 


She also faces a large fine for failure to disclose her financial 
interests as MPs are required to do. 


d. COSATU statement on US attack on Iraq: 
COSATU joined the South African government and 
the rest of the peace-loving democrats throughout 
the world in condemning the barbaric and cowardly 
tee on the people of Iraq by the US and its 
riends. 


"This is indeed a sad day for the world peace. The multilateral 
system has not only been treated with contempt by the USA 
and UK regimes but their future and legitimacy hang in the 
balance", a statement from COSATU said, March 20. 


"This is a frightening reminder that the USA and UK, both 
countries that acquired their military, economic and political might 
through centuries of imperialistic activities throughout the world, 
including in our country and continent. The recent actions of the 
USA and the UK is an indication that they may in the future 
accuse any of the world countries of possessing weapons of 
mass destruction and attack it even though they cannot produce 
a shred of evidence to back their claims. It is now clear that the 
issue of weapons of mass destruction was used as a 
smokescreen to fool the world”, the statement said. 


(SOIRCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


SUDAN 


a. Sudanese sign peace deal: The government 
of Sudan and the Sudanese People’s Liberation 
Movement (SPLM) ,March 18, extended the man- 
date of the Civilian Protection Monitoring Team 
(CPMT) for another year. 
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The two parties committed themselves to the agreement that 
will ensure non-combatant civilians and civilian facilities are 
protected from military attack. 


The agreement was signed by ambassador Yahia H. Babiker 
for the Sudan government and Samson Kwaje for the SPLM. 


Ceasefire extended: The ceasefire between the government 
of Sudan and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army 
(SPLM/A) rebe! group has been extended until June 30, rebe! 
spokesman Samson Kwaje said, March 17. 


The decision was reached during peace talks in the Kenyan 
capital, Nairobi, which was discussing the disputed areas of 
Southern Blue Nile, the Nuba Mountains (Southern Kordofan 
State) and Abyei (also Southern Kordofan). 


He added that the talks were going well, but they were 
"painfully slow". The two sides had not moved beyond a 
discussion of the agenda for the talks, which are supposed to 
finish on March 19 . 


If necessary the current round of negotiations, being held 
outside the framework of the regional Inter-Governmental 
Authority on Development (IGAD), might be extended, he said. 
“! don't know if we will reach agreement during this session,” he 
added. 


In October 2002, both the Sudanese government and the 
SPLM/A agreed to observe a countrywide ceasefire to create 
the right environment for ongoing peace talks in Kenya. The 
parties reaffirmed the agreement with an addendum, signed on 
February 4 , outlining measures to monitor all violations. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Sudan, page 898:a] 


SWAZILAND 


a. King’s polygamy remarks condemned: 
King Mswati ||| has once more become embroiled 
in controversy, this time over statements he made 
that the custom of polygamy did not contribute to 
the spread of HIV/AIDS, contradicting studies that 
eee a connection, it was reported, 
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"HIV/AIDS is promoted by an individual in the manner he or 
she goes about with his or her life. Otherwise, polygamy is not 
a factor," Mswati said in an interview on a local television station. 


The king, who turns 35 in April on a day that will be observed 
as a national holiday, began marrying at 18. He currently has 
nine wives, and two fiances. His father, King Sobhuza, married 
at least 120 wives, according to an official biography. 


"So long as people stick to their HIV-negative partners, there 
is no risk of HIV and AIDS,” Mswati said. The king’s comments 
drew heated responses from health NGOs and women's 
empowerment groups. His remarks were criticised for being 
naive and self-serving. 


“Every study on the spread of HIV has implicated multiple 
sexual partners as being a primary cause of new infections," 
said Thobile Dlamini, director of the Swaziland Action Group 
Against Abuse (SWAGAA). l 
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b. Showdown over Royal Jet: A parliamentary 
select committee has recommended the govern- 
ment’s controversial purchase of a luxury jet for 
King Mswati lll should not go ahead. 


"The Prime Minister and three cabinet ministers acted 
beyond their constitutional responsibilities by entering into a 
financial arrangement and committing national funds in a dubious 
project," the select committee report stated. 


With MPs reportedly ready to vote against the aircraft, the 
stage is set for a showdown between the palace-appointed 
executive, and the Houses of Parliament. The jet, a Canadian- 
built Global Express Bombardier, has become synonymous with 
the government's alleged misplaced priorities. 


In 2002, parliament voted against the purchase of the aircraft, 
after learning that cabinet diverted development funds from 
international donors toward the down payment. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


TANZANIA 


a. Tanzania, Uganda resolve border dispute: 
Tanzania and Uganda have reached an agreement 
to resolve their 24-year old border dispute, it was 
reported, March 17. 


Kagera regional commissioner Major General Tumainieli 
Kiwelu told The East African that the agreement was reached 
at a recent meeting held in Mbarara, Uganda. 


Among the objectives of the meeting was to work out 
modalities of moving Ugandan citizens with their cattle and the 
no-man’s-land issue. 


Maj Gen Kiwelu said that the major issues were the 
repatriation of Uganda citizens who entered Tanzania illegally: 
replacing destroyed border beacons; and dealing with cattle from 
Uganda which were grazing on Tanzanian territory. 


He said the meeting agreed that, by April 4, all illegal 
Ugandan immigrants should have left. As has happened along 
the border between Tanzania and Rwanda, unplanned settle- 
ments and cattle overgrazing have contributed to environmental 
degradation in Tanzania. 


Maj Gen Kiwelu said that, in order to clearly demarcate the 
no-man’s-land, the current distance of 15 km between beacons 
should be reduced: "We agreed to reduce the distance to 
between two and five kilometres," he said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


TOGO 


a. Opposition leader detained:The Togolese 
authorities have confirmed the arrest and detention 
of Marc Palanga, a prominent regional organiser of 
the opposition UFC Party of exiled leader Gilchrist 
Olympio, it was reported, March 13. 

Sources close to the Togolese northern regional command 
of the National Gendarmerie said Marc Palanga was picked up 
and detained in Kara, northern Togo, for interrogation on 
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February 22, 2003, in connection with allegations that he was 
responsible for the secret importation of “equipment of war." 


The sources did not elaborate but hinted that Marc Palanga 
was also being investigated in connection with charges that 
he was involved in the recruitment of young persons of northern 
Togolese origin for possible military training in an unnamed 
neighbouring west African country to fight against the Eyadema 
government in the run-up to Togo’s presidential elections. 


These startling revelations came to light, March 9, in Lome 
at a press conference organised by Claude Vondoly, secretary 
general of the Togo Independent Movement for the Defence and 
Protection of Human Rights. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


UGANDA 


a. Government backs US-led war against 
Saddam: The Ugandan Cabinet has endorsed the 
US-led coalition to disarm Iraq by force, it was 
reported, March 24. 


The Cabinet meeting, chaired by President Yoweri Museveni, 
also said it was ready to bolster the war effort if necessary. 


Uganda endorsed the decision after the US President, 
George W. Bush, March 20, named Uganda among 45 nations 
which, it said, had joined the coalition to topple iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein and disarm him. 


"Cabinet sitting under the chairmanship of Yoweri 
Museveni, the President of Uganda, on March 21, decided to 
support the US-led coalition to disarm iraq by force. The 
cabinet also decided that if need arises, Uganda will assist in 
any way possible," foreign affairs minister James Wapakhabulo 
said in a statement. 


The cabinet said, "Uganda has been a victim of state-spon- 
sored terrorism of the worst type. This terrorism has emanated 
from some of the neighbouring countries with the active support 
of Saddam Hussein's government." 


“Ever since 1986, the following terrorist groups have inflicted 
untold misery in our population: the Holy Spirit Movement of 
Lakwena, Uganda People’s Army of Peter Otai, the Lord’s 
Resistance Army of Kony, Allied Democratic Forces of Jamil 
Mukulu and West Nile Bank Front of Juma Oris.” 


b. Kony rebels ambush 2 buses: While the 
government peace team is trying to make contacts 
with Joseph Kony’s Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) 
commanders in Lapul sub-county, Aruu county in 
Pader district, the rebels have ambushed two buses 
plying the Kitgum-Kampala route, it was reported, 
March 17. 

The buses belong to the ANNK Bus Company. The ambushes 
on the two buses took place, March 14. 

Passengers said some youthful UPDF soldiers in the bus 
saved the situation when they shot dead two of the LRA rebels 
as they emerged from the bushes with a rocket-propelled gun 
to hit the bus. 

An ANNK bus, registration UAA 994C travelling from Kitgum 
town to Kampala via Gulu was reportedly ambushed at Ceka, 
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between Cwero and Aswa Paicho trading centres, on the Gulu- 
Kitgum road. 


The passengers said nobody was killed or injured in the bus. 
The second bus, UAA 412E, from Kampala to Kitgum via Gulu 
was reportedly ambushed near the same location. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. National strike cripples economy: Police 
said there were a series of explosions outside food 
shops in central Zimbabwe, March 19, as a national 
strike against the increasingly authoritarian govern- 
ment shut down businesses for a second day. 


There was no independent confirmation of the explosions 
which police spokesman Wayne Bvudijena said occurred in 
the town of Kadoma. He said there were no reports of injuries. 


He said 33 people, including an opposition lawmaker 
were arrested in connection with the explosions. Bvudijena 
said explosives were also found on a highway bridge near 
the town but they were made ineffective by bomb disposal 
experts. 

Paul Themba Nyathi, spokesman for the Movement for 
Democratic Change which called the protests against President 
Robert Mugabe’s government, dismissed police allegations that 


‘ the opposition was responsible. 


“Our protests have been peaceful. If there were explosives 
they must have come from government sources,” he said. 


[Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 936:c] 


b. Magistrate faces $50,000 bribery charge: 
Maxwell Manyanhaire, a Harare magistrate, alleg- 
edly solicited for a $50, 000 bribe from a defendant 
in return for a light sentence. 


Manyanhaire, March 19, appeared before fellow magistrate 
Mishrod Guvamombe, facing charges of corruption. Prosecutor 
Elizabeth Mwatse, of the attorney general’s office, Manyanhaire 
presided over Norman Mudzinganyama’'s case of assault with 
intent to cause grievous bodily harm. Mudzinganyama pleaded 
guilty. 

Manyanhaire, however, did not sentence him, but released 
him on $5,000 bail. 


It was alleged that on March 17, Manyanhaire phoned 
Mudzinganyama during working hours and told him he wanted 
about $50,000 from him so he could give him a favourable 
sentence. 


Mudzinganyama reported the matter to the criminal investi- 
gation department headquarters and a trap was set. Mudzingan- 
yama then met Manyanhaire at CABS Harare Street branch that 
same day where he gave him $10, 000, it was alleged. 

Manyanhaire was later arrested by the police who found him 
in possession of the money which had been marked. By 
accepting the bribe, the state said, Manyanhaire abused his 
position as a public officer. 


(SOURCE: Independent, Harare) 
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ANALYSIS 


Kenya: operation clean-up 


the most corrupt places in the world, Kenyans and their new 
government are engaged In one of the biggest house-clean- 
ings in modern African history; 


Since taking power nearly two months ago, (Dec 30, 2002) 
newly elected President Maw Kibaki has fired top officials long 
suspected of looting state funds, launched an anti-graft reinves- 
tigation against the country's top judge and even appointed 
Kenya’s independent anti-corruption watchdog as the govern- 
ment's anti-graft czar. In addition, Kenyans are fighting back 
against corruption. Many Kenyans have started refusing to pay 
bribes for jobs, medical care and basic government services. 
And in scenes replayed across the country, commuters have 
assaulted traffic officers demanding bribes from operators of 
matatus, or mini-van taxis, who for decades have routinely 
coughed up money to greedy police. 


“Kenyans fee! they are helping the government achieve its 
avowed mission of ridding the country of corruption,” said Gichira 
Kibara, who heads the Centre for Democracy and Governance, 
a thinktank in Nairobi, the capital. "Ordinary people feel that they 
have to do the job themselves (because) the police and judiciary, 
which would be expected to lead the battle against corruption, 
are themselves so- corrupt." 


Recently; Kibaki granted Kenyans’ call for an inquiry into the 
‘Goldenberg Affair,’ a scandal in which the administration of 
former President Daniel arap Moi funnelled an estimated $600 
million to individuals with ties to government ministers for 
exporting nonexistent gold and diamonds. Many economists 
believe that the 1991 payments to a Kenyan-owned company 
called Goldenberg International caused the economy to spiral 
into decline, throwing millions of people out of work. 


Kibaki’s administration already has heeded widespread calls 
to reclaim land and money from some of Mo's cronies. And by 
launching several investigations into high-profile scandals, 
Kibaki is satisfying voters who swept Kenya’s ruling party out 
of power for the first time in 40 years. Critics say Kibaki’s 
anti-corruption drive is just about money; The new President 
needs to show international donors that he is serious about 
fighting corruption to have a chance at freeing up hundreds of 
millions of dollars that the International Monetary Fund withheld 
from Moi's regime. IMF officials feared that large chunks of the 
money would end up in foreign bank accounts of top government 
officials. The new government has had what it called prcmising 
talks with the IMF; but no decision on the loans has been 
announced. Kibaki, who once served as Moi’s vice-president, 
acknowledges the country neéds a resumption of foreign loans 
to help rescue its struggling economy. But he insists his 
corruption battle is about reclaiming his nation’s soul and 
changing the way many Kenyans do business. 


Fe: up with their nation perennially being branded as one of 


"Corruption has undermined our economy, our politics and 
our national psyche," Kibaki said when he opened parliament 
recently. “It has undermined our most important institutions and 
tarnished our reputations as Kenyan leaders." 


Indeed, corruption accounted for nearly $2 billion in losses 
from the Kenyan treasury in the last decade, according to a 
United Nations-funded study released in February. Other studies 
have shown that corruption exacts the greatest toll on the poorest 
Kenyans. Public officials demand bribes in two out of three 
encounters with people they are paid to serve, according to a 
recent survey of 2,200 respondents by the Kenyan chapter of 
Transparency International, an anti-corruption group. 


Some Kenyans pay a third of their $300 annual wages in bribes 
to secure driving licences, birth certificates or to prevent the police 
from taking them to jail for not carrying their identification cards—a 
common occurrence. Kenya's low-paid police officers—some earn 
about $50 a month—are the top bribe demanders. Nine but of 10 
Kenyans surveyed said their encounters with law enforcement 
agents resulted in demands for bribes. 


it is not surprising that road- side police checkpoints, where 
motorists and minivan taxi operators typically pass petty bribes, 
which range from about $1.25 to $5, are now the front lines in 
the war by ordinary Kenyans to stamp out corruption. Police 
officers who utter the traditional Swahili euphemism for bribery— 
"tuo kitu kidogo ya chai, " or "give a little something for tea"—are 
likely to be confronted by angry Kenyans shouting the newest 
catch phrase: "rudisha kila kitu, " or "give everything back;" 


Some confrontations at check- points have turned violent. In 
January; at least seven police officers were attacked by angry 
mobs demanding that they return bribes. Local television 
reporters, who videotaped officers demanding bribes from 
motorists, recently broadcast footage of an angry mob pummel- 
ing a police-woman for allegedly extorting a bribe from a matatu 
driver. “I knew my life was in danger, said the policewoman, 
Josephine Githaiga, pointing to purple bruises on her arm. “They 
started beating me, struggling with me to face the camera-man." 
Githaiga was rescued by colleagues who threatened to use their 
guns if the mob didn’t retreat. ° 


Many Kenyans say they are hopeful that their new govern- 
ment will press on with its anti- corruption campaign. “Everything 
is clean nowadays," said Jack Mureithi, a matatu operator as he 
pulled over at a police checkpoint on a busy avenue near 
downtown Nairobi."Things have changed.” Mureithi said his 
matatu, which bears the vividly painted word ‘Milestone’ on its 
front window, has passed a milestone of its own: For two months 
no officer has asked him for a bribe. 


—Davan Maharaj and Gwendolyn Driscoll in Los Angeles 
Times, reproduced in Deccan Herald, Bangalore. 
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ALGERIA 
a. 29 foreign tourists missing in Sahara: 
Twenty-nine European tourists, 15 of them Ger- 


mans, are missing in the Sahara desert in Algeria, 
German investigators said, April 7. 


Officials from German criminal agency, Bundeskriminalamt 
(BKA), have travelled to the region to join a hunt for the tourists, 
who disappeared at teast a week ago. 


"Our investigators will use all means available in their work 
with the local authorities in the search,” a BKA spokesman said. 


"Whether or not more BKA investigators are sent will depend ` 


on the situation we find ourselves in. Until we have concrete 
findings, we will not speculate on the cause for the disappear- 
ance". 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras) 


ANGOLA 


a. Separatists open to talks over Cabinda: 
Separatists in Angola’s northern Cabinda enclave 
said, Apri! 7, although independence was a "desir- 
able solution" to the ongoing conflict, they remained 
open to negotiation over the "future status" of the 
province. 


"We have always said that we are willing to talk to the 
government, but negotiations must be done iin a manner that is 
both transparent and in accordance with internationally accept- 
able standards," Francoise Xavier Builo, FLEC-FAC repre- 
sentative in the Netherlands, said. 


Neither FLEC or its factions (FLEC Renovada and FLEC- 
FAC) recognise the Alvor Treaty on the Cabinda province after 
independence from Portugal in 1975 and have been calling for 
independence ever since. Observers say the protracted struggle 
between the separatists and the government has been intensified 
by the region's substantial oil deposits, which account for about 
60 per cent of Angola's oi! revenues. 


Builo added that the government had yet to respond to 
concerns over widespread rights abuses raised at a meeting with 
officials in Paris earlier in 2003. 


b. Gov’t wants Iraq disarmed peacefully: 
Angolan parliament Speaker Roberto de Almeida, 
April 7, told world lawmakers gathered at Santiago 
that disarmament of Iraq should take place under 
the UN Security Council resolution 1441 and that 
the use of force should be endorsed by the Council. 
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in his address to the 108th conference of the Inter-Parlia- 
mentary Union (PU) which opened in the Chilean capital, April 
6, Roberto de Almeida wished a rapid return of peace to the 
Persian Gulf nation and the whole region. 


de Almeida also expressed a wish that the United Nations 
shouid have a role in resolving the conflict and restoring peace 

in’ iraq. 
(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


BOTSWANA 


a. San Bushmen launch ecotourism project: 
Botswana’s Bukakhwe San Bushmen have 
launched a community-run ecotourism project 


~built on preserving their traditional values and 


protecting the region’s declining wildlife, it was 
reported, April 2. 


Working. in partnership with Conservation International and 
Wilderness Safaris, the Bukakhwe Cultural Conservation Trust 
recently inaugurated the new venture called Gudigwa Camp. 
The ecotourism project is fully owned by the Bukakhwe San and 
all proceeds will be funnelled back into community development 
projects. The initiative aims to reduce pressure on wildlife in 
Botswana's Okavango Delta by providing alternative sources of 
income that respect the San’s cultural heritage. 


"This integrated and socially-responsible approach to tourism 
will help deliver important focal benefits,” said Ms Pelonomi 
Venson, Botswana’s minister for environment, wildlife and 
tourism. 


"The community will be able to maintain their ancient 
customs, tourists get to experience the rich cultural heritage of 
the Bukakhwe San Bushmen and the region’s endangered 
wildlife is protected." 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


BURUNDI 


a. Security Council welcomes Buyoya’s deci- 
sion to follow peace accord: Members of the- 
United Nations Security Council, April 3, welcomed 
the announcement by President Pierre Buyoya that 
he would hand over power to his deputy on May 
1, aS agreed in a peace deal. 


In a statement to the press, Ambassador Adolfo Aguilar 
Zinser of Mexico, who holds the rotating presidency of the 
15-nation body, welcomed President Buyoya’s decision to hand 
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over power to Vice-President Domitien Ndayizeye in accordance 
with Burundi’s transitional Constitution. 


As Burundi prepares to enter the second phase of its political 
transition, the council members paid tribute to President 
Buyoya’s efforts to move the peace process forward, ambassa- 
dor Zinser said. They also called on the political parties and the 
people of the country “to continue to settle issues linked to the 
restoration of peace in Burundi through dialogue and consult- 
ation.” 


b. Opposition leader released from house 
arrest: The Burundian government said, April 4, it 
had released Jean Baptiste Bagaza, leader of the 
suspended Tutsi opposition Parti pour le Redresse- 
ment National (PARENA), from house arrest. 


Bagaza, a former President of Burundi, was placed under 
house arrest in November 2002 for allegedly plotting to. kill 
President Pierre Buyoya and the speaker of the national 
assembly, but he was never charged. 


Home affairs minister Salvator Ntihabose said the govern- 
ment would continue to monitor Bagaza and PARENA would 
remain suspended. 


Bagaza consistently denied the allegations against him. 
PARENA was a signatory to the Arusha peace accord, which 
aims to end Burundi’s civil war. However, it refused to take part 
in a transitional government. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Thousands march in support of Bozize: 
Thousands of people staged a demonstration, 
March 28, in the streets of the Central African 
Republic capital, Bangui, in support of Francois 
Bozize, the new leader who took power in a cou 
on March 15. 


The demonstration was organised by the Concertation des 
Partis Politiques d’Opposition (CPPO), a 12-party alliance that 
has declared its support for Bozize. 


The mostly youthful placard-carrying demonstrators, from 
the eight districts of Bangui, converged at city centre in the 
morning to begin the demonstration. On the way to the city 
centre, about 3,000 marchers from the third district stopped in 
front of the Nigerian embassy, where they sang the national 
anthem. 


Leaders of the Mouvement de Liberatian du Peuple Cen- 
trafricain (MLPC) of the now-ousted President Arge-Felix 
Patasse—among them former ministers, members of parliament 
and their families—have sought refuge at the Nigerian embassy 
since the coup. 


The chairman of the CPPO, Abel Goumba, who was recently 
appointed prime minister to head the transitional government, 
addressed the demonstrators before they left the city centre for 
Barthelemy Boganda Stadium. He said, 
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"What happened on March 15 was not a military coup ... but 
a patriotic jump, a revolution of the people.” 


Bozize names members of transitional law-making body: 
Francois Bozize, the new leader of the Central African Republic 
(CAR), has established a 63-member National Transitional 
Council (NTC) to serve as an advisory and transitional 
law-making organ, the government-owned Radio Centrafrique 
reported, April 4. 


The NTC will assist the President "in his legislative 
functions...[and] the government in the drafting of the [new] 
constitution and the preparation of general elections", a presi- 
dential decree issued, April 3, said. 


Bozize took power on March 15 in a coup against President 
Ange-Felix Patasse and subsequently dissolved the cabinet and 
suspended the constitution. He formed a transitional government 
on March 31. The NTC is expected to meet every three months, 
except in cases of emergencies. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Central African Republic, page 998:a] 


CHAD 


a. Two journalists released by court: Chad's 
Appeals Court, April 1, agreed to the provisional 
release of two journalists. i 


Following a few administrative formalities, Nadjikimo B,noud- 
jita, publication director of the weekly Notre Temps, and 
Mbainaye B,toubam, the newspaper’s deputy editor-in-chief, 
were allowed to return to their homes. The substance of the 
case against the reporters will be heard at the next hearing, 
scheduled for April 22. The defendants will also be expected 
to appear in court. 


According to information collected by RSF, the two journal- 
ists’ conditions in detention were particularly harsh. They wrote 
several articles about prison life from their jail cells in N'Djamena, 
and were harassed by other detainees and the prison authorities 
following their publication. 


B,noudjita and B,toubam were sentenced, February 6, to six 
months’ imprisonment and fined fwo million CFA francs in 
damages and interest, in N'Djamena. The court also barred the 
journalists from exercising their profession for eight months and 
ordered their paper closed for three months. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


CONGO 


a. UNDP delivers equipment to fight Ebola: 
The United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) has delivered communications and other 
equipment to the Republic of Congo to stamp out 
the Ebola virus, it was reported, March 31. 


The equipment includes four iridium telephones, two gener- 
ators, two motorcycles and 10 bicycles. 


The government's plan includes the immediate treatment of 
patients, the provision of sanitary surveillance in contaminated 
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areas, as well as a public awareness campaign about the virus 
and the risks of contracting it. UNDP interim resident repre- 
sentative Jacques Bandelier handed over the equipment to 
health minister Alain Moka on March 25 in Brazzaville, the 
naion’s capital. UNDP said it would also help coordinate efforts 
of humanitarian agencies to overcome the outbreak. 


Some of the agencies involved in the effort are ECHO, 
UNICEF, the World Food Programme, Medecins Sans Fron- 
tieres-Netherlands and the World Health Organisation. 


[Background Info. Congo, page 999:a] 


b. Government, rebels exchange prisoners: 
The government of the Republic of Congo (ROC) 
and Ninja rebels have exchanged prisoners as part 
of their agreement to restore peace in the crisis-torn 
Pool Reg un. 


4 fotal of 39 prisoners were freed, March 26, 21 Ninja rebels 
and 15 government soldiers along with two women, both of whom 
had given birth during their captivity which lasted more than a 
year. The exchange was facilitated by the International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross. 


The government and the rebel Conseil! National de Transition 
(CNR), led by the Rev Frederic Bitsangou, alias Pasteur Ntoumi, 
agreed on March 17 to restore peace in the region. 


The Ninja rebel leader said he would end hostilities and 
disarm his fighters, whilst the government said it would guarantee 
an amnesty offered to the rebels and would reintegrate them 
into the national army. 


Hostilities between the government and rebels erupted in the 
Pool region in late March 2002. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


CONGO(DR) 


a. 966 summarily executed in ituri: In just 
three hours, April 3, Lendu militias in Congo's Ituri 
province killed 966 people from the ethnic Hema 
tribe, the United Nations said, April 6. 


The massacres occurred one day after the signing of an 
accord to end over four years of war in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo. 


"The UPDF were about 40km away when these killings took 
place,” army spokesman Major Shaban Bantariza said. He said 
"these killings should be an inspiration to holding the Ituri 
Pacification Commission and implementing its resolutions, 
adding that "IPC will enable the forces on the ground to disarm 
anyone holding guns illegally.” 


The overseer of UPDF operations in Ituri, Brig. Kale Kaihura, 
rejected claims that UPDF never tried to stop the massacres. 
He said he had sent his men to the site of the massacres eter 
receiving information from local chiefs. 


The head of the rebel Union of Congolese Patriots (UPC), 
Thomas Lubanga, accused the Ugandan army of taking part in 
the Lendu attacks. 
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Information from witnesses said the massacres took place 
in the parish of Drodo and 14 neighbouring areas, about 50km 
from Bunia. 


According to lists compiled by local leaders, 966 people 
were "summarily executed" in three hours of massacres, said 
the UN mission, which sent a team to Drodo and surrounding 
areas. 


UN probes civilian massacre: The United Nations is 
checking allegations that about 1,000 civilians were massacred 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo in what some residents 
called a three-hour orgy of ethnic violence. 


Witnesses said the alleged massacre in the vast country’s 
lawless east happened within hours of the Congo government 
and rebe! leaders signing a deal to end 4-1/2 years of war which 
has killed millions. 


Rebel militia leaders vowed reprisal attacks but there was 
no word of new violence in the volatile region. 


Troops from neighbouring Uganda secured positions in the 
Congo, April 8, where the United Nations is investigating the 
reports of the massacre. 


Uganda said 700 to 800 of its troops had taken up positions 
at the weekend in Drodro, where the massacre allegedly 
occurred, to prevent more killing. 


Bunia is 80 km (50 miles) from the border with Uganda, one 
of half a dozen foreign countries drawn into the complicated war 
fuelled by Congo’s mineral riches. 


b. Government, rebels sign deal: Some 360 
delegates from the government, the rebels and civil 
society groups in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) , April 1, signed a power-sharing deal in Sun 
City, Pretoria, South Africa. 


The meeting, which was the final session of the inter-Con- 
golese dialogue, unanimously endorsed a transitional constitu- 
tion to govern DRC for two years. 


This will be followed by national democratic elections to be 
held for the first time in 40 years. Under the deal, President 
Joseph Kabila will lead the country. 


He will have four vice-presidents to be named from rebel 
movements and political parties. 


Uganda was represented at the signing ceremony by the 
foreign minister James Wapakhabulo, sources said. It is hoped 
the dialogue will result in the signing of an accord by all the 
parties to set up a national government and to integrate fighting 
forces into the national army. 

Questions, however, remain over the sharing of power, 
especially in the army. 

At a press conference soon after the function, the secretary- 
general of the Rwandan-backed rebe! RCD-Goma, Azaria 
Ruberwa, said, "We will come tomorrow to put an end to the 
war." 

(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
{Background Info. Congo (DR), page 999:a] 
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EGYPT | 


a. lraq war wilt produce 100 Bin Ladens, 
says Mubarak: Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak 
said, March 31, the war in Iraq would produce “one 
hundred new Bin Ladens," driving more Muslims to 
‘anti-Western militancy. 


Addressing Egyptian soldiers in the city of Suez, Mubarak 
said “when it is over, if it is over, this war will have horrible 
consequences. 


“Instead of having one (Osama) Bin Laden, we will have 100 
Bin Ladens," he added. 


Osama Bin Laden is the Saudi-born fugitive Islamic militant 
leader blamed by the United States for the September 11, 2001 
attacks on New York and Washington. 


His prediction echoes Arabs opposition to and frustration with 
the war which entered the 12th day, March 31, with more allied 
bombings of iraq capital Bagdhad, hitting Republican Guards 
positions and one of President Saddam Hussein's presidential 
palaces. 


Egypt, like most Arab countries, publicly opposes the war on 
iraq. : 


Suez Canal to stay open: Amid calls to close the Suez 
Canal to US-British warships, the President said, March 31, that 
international commitments obliged his country to keep the 
strategic waterway open to all vessels. 


"Crossing of ships of the Suez Canal is a right for all countries 
and is an international commitment that cannot be trampled with,” 
Hosni Mubarak told army commanders during a visit to Seuz, 
some 130 km east of the capital, Cairo. 


Mubarak said international law gave Egypt the right to close 
the canal when it is in a state of war, and only ships from 
belligerent nations can be denied access to the 162-kilometre 
waterway, which opened in 1896. 


Mubarak’s speech, broadcast live on Egyptian TV, 
follows recent anti-war protests staged throughout the 
country, which have called on him to close the canal to 
coalition warships sailing toward the Gulf for use in the 
invasion of Iraq. 


On March 20, another three US warships crossed the canal 
from the Mediterranean into the Red Sea bound for the war 
zone. 


. Thousands of protesters have accused Mubarak of doing 
too little to stop the war and criticized his close relationship with 
America. 


(Mubarak has condemned the war, but blamed it on what he 
called Iraqi counterpart Saddam Hussein’s failure to cooperate 
with the international community. 


Mubarak also warned, March 31, that the war: would have 
"catastrophic" effects on economic, political and humanitarian 
conditions in the Middle East and the world. 


(SOURCE: Statesman, Caicutta) 
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ERITREA 


a. Reporters Without Borders calls for release 
of journalists: Reporters Without Borders, March 
28, called on the European Union to intervene on 
behalf of journalists detained in Eritrea. 


The request was made in a letter to Poul Nielson, the 
European Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian 
Aid, who is to visit the Horn of Africa from April 1. 


"Knowing your commitment to human rights and press 
freedom, we hope you will raise this issue with the Eritrean 
authorities you meet," Reporters Without Borders secretary-gen- 
eral Robert Minard said in his letter to Nielson. 


“Our organisation in particular calls on the European Union 
to condition the resumption of economic aid to Eritrea on the 
release of the 18 journalists it has imprisoned and the 
re-emergence of a free, privately-owned press in the country." 


On September 18, 2001, the government ordered the 
closure of all the privately-owned newspapers. At the same time, 
it launched an unprecedented wave of arrests of Eritrean 
journalists. A year and a half later, 18 journalists are still detained 
in undisclosed locations by the authorities. They have not been 
brought to trial and no official reason has been given for their 
arrest. 


Most other journalists have fled the country, finding refuge 
in Europe, North America or other parts of Africa. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 
[Background Info. Eritrea, page 809:a] 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Ethiopia blames Boundary Commission: 
Ethiopia, April 2, said the Boundary Commission 
had failed to comply with the Algiers Agreement 
and the delimitation decision of April 2002. 


"Once the Commission moved to the second phase of its 
mandate, namely that of demarcaticn, it (the Commission) has 
failed to take the Algiers Agreement and the delimitation decision 
as the basis for the launching of the demarcation process," said 
a statement issued by the ministry of information. 


The statement said, "Ethiopia, while acknowledging the 
Commission's positive start at rectifying its misinterpretation of 
its own delimitation decision at certain locations, regrets, 
however, its failure to correct its similar,.misinterpretations of the 
Algiers Agreement and the delimitation decision when applied 
on other locations." 


The statement came after the Boundary Commission posted 
its observations, March 28, on its website that said Badme, the 
flashpoint of the two-year border war, was on the Eritrean side 
of the border. 


The observation said Ethiopia's evidence was inadequate to 
prove that Badme was on the Ethiopian side. "Moreover, maps 
submitted by Ethiopia were inconsistent as to the location of 
Badme village. Overall, the evidence was nothing like what might 
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have been expected had Ethiopia's presence there in the period 
before the case been as significant as Ethiopia now alleges,” 
the Commisssion said. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 
- [Background Info. Eritrea, page 940:a] 


GABON 


a. Air Gabon-Air Namibia MoU fades away: 
Plans by Air Namibia to lease its costly Boeing 
747-400 Combi to Air Gabon have failed. 


Finance minister Nangolo Mbumba told the National Assem- 
bly, March 28, that Air Gabon had failed to meet a deadline set 
by Air Namibia for the final acceptance of a lease agreement. 


The two airlines signed a memorandum of understanding on 
a lease in October 2002, but have never clinched the deal. The 
Boeing 747 Combi accounts for the largest chunk of Air Namibia’s 
debt, said to be in the region of N$1,6 billion. 


It was hoped that the repayment costs of the aircraft would 
be covered by a lease deal with Air Gabon. 


“Regarding the Air Gabon leasing deal, | should inform the 
House that officially the deal to lease the Boeing 747-400 Combi 
has not yet fallen through," Mbumba said. 


"Air Gabon, however, failed to adhere to the deadline set by 
Air Namibia for final acceptance of the lease agreement," 
Mbumba added. 


He was responding to shadow finance minister Johan de 
Waal who asked about the status of the deal after Mbumba 
announced that the airline was to receive a N$400 million bail-out 
in the 2003-04 Budget. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


GAMBIA 


a. Pact signed with UNDP: The United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) and the govern- 
ment of The Gambia, April 3, entered into a 
memorandum of cooperation. 


Speaking at the signing ceremony, which is being held at 
Kairaba Beach Hotel, UNDP country representative, Dr. John 
Kakonge, identified UNDP’s commitment in the area of environ- 
ment, poverty reduction, economic management and private 
sector development and governance. 


Furthermore, he identified a few strategic areas, where a lot 
have been achieved inciuding capacity building, strategic studies, 
policy advisory services, resource mobilization, and partnership. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


GHANA 


a. Anti-war protest rocks Accra: Protesters in 
the capital Accra took to the streets for the first 
time, April 2, against the war in Iraq and demanded 
an end to it. 
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The demonstration, which was organized by the Anti-War 
Movement of Ghana, was made up of religious organizations, 
student bodies, workers unions and other civil society groups. 
The march started at 8am from the Kwame Nkrumah Circle and 
went through some principal streets of thé city and ended at the 
ministry of foreign affairs. / 


Some of the protestors bore placards with inscriptions that 
read "Death to Bush", "No war for oil", "Liberate Palestine First", 
"Super power not for bully", “Stop killing innocent people", "Leave 
irag alone", and many others. A few of them also burned British 
and US flags and openly declared their solidarity to Saddam 
Hussein and the people of Iraq. 


Some of the protestors explained the reasons for taking part 
in the march:. "The war cannot be justified in any way and we 
feel that innocent lives are being lost for nothing.” Another person 
said, "The objective of the war is to forcibly seize the oil fields 
of Iraq by the US". 


"The US is setting a bad precedent by starting a war against 
Iraq". 


"Whose next after Saddam?" 
(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


IVORY COAST 


a. Annan proposes new UN mission to guide 
peace process; UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan 
has proposed the creation of a new United Nations 
mission in the country to. help smooth progress 
towards implementation of a crucial power-sharing 
peace accord, it was reported, April 2. 


Annars proposal that the Security Council consider estab- 
lishing the UN Mission in Ivory Coast (MINUCI), as well as other 
recommendations outlining possible ways the UN can support 
the ivoirian peace process, are included in his just-released 
report on the situation in the strife-torn country. 


The Secretary-General said the proposed mission would be 
headed by his special representative, Albert T,voedjr,, who would 
aiso devise, in consultation with humanitarian and development 
agencies, an appropriate coordinating strategy that will enhance 
wider UN response to the complicated Ivoirian crises and its 
consequences. 


The Secretary-General stressed that the French-brokered 
Linas-Marcoussis Agreement—which calls upon the govern- 
ment, rebels and political opposition to share power in a 
transitional government until elections ir’ 2005—offers the best 
chance for the ivoirian people to peacefully resolve the conflict 
that threatens to plunge their country into a crisis rivalling "those 
that have devastated neighbouring Liberia and Sierra Leone." 


[Background Info. Ivory Coast, page 1001:a] -~ 


b. Rebels kill 42 civilians: Ivory Coast's military, 
March 25, accused two rebel groups based in the 
west of the country of killing 42 civilians in a village 
but there was no independent confirmation of the 
claim. 
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The spokesman for the chief of army staff Lieut-Co N'Goran 
Aka said the rebels from the two groups apparently high “on 
alcohol and drugs attacked Dah, a village about nine kilometres 
from Bangolo,” a town near the Liberian border, March 23, and 
killed the civilians. 


Aka said the massacre was reported by witnesses who 
managed to flee the area, which is under the control of two 
insurgent groups, the Ivorian Popular Movement of the Far West 
(MPIGO) and the Movement for Justice and Peace (MJP). 


French military peacekeepers positioned in the western town 
of Duekoue said two fleeing villagers had reported that "things 
could have been happening near Bangolo," spokesman Lieut-Col 
Philippe Perret said, adding that there was no confirmation of 
the massacre. Rebels have held the northern half of Ivory Coast, 
the world’s leading cocoa producer, and key areas in the west 
since September 19 when an army rebellion rapidly transformed 
into an all-out civil war. 


c. Saudi ambassador found dead: Saudi 
Arabia's ambassador to Ivory Coast, Mohammed 
Ahmad al-Rasheed, was found dead, March 28, in 
Abidjan. 

Sources said he was found lying in a pool of blood on the 
15th floor of the building where he lived, two floors down from 
his apartment. The circumstances surrounding his death were 
not immediately clear. 


Al-Rasheed, who took up his post in December 2002, was 
the first Saudi ambassador to ivory Coast. He lived in Abidjan's 
business district of Plateau, site of all ministries, government 
institutions and numerous foreign representations. , 


The Ivorian government, March 28, issued a statement of 
condolence to the Saudi monarchy and the family of the slain 
diplomat, condemning his killing as. a “barbaric act". It said an 
inquiry has been launched to find those responsible and that 
Prime Minister Seydou Diarra had gone to the scene to inquire 
about the situation. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


KENYA 


a. Dolphin deal kingpin arrested: The flamboy- 
ant tycoon behind Mpumalanga’s infamous US$50 
million Dolphin deal was arrested in Kenya recently 
after almost a decade on the run. 


Ketan Somaia’s arrest. comes just as his South African 
associates, including Mpumalanga Parks Board (MPB) chief Alan 
Gray, finally go on trial on 77 theft and corruption charges each 
for their role in the dodgy deal, it was reported, April 4. 


Teflon-coated Somaia managed to avoid any similar face- 
down with the law in Kenya, however, and was released without 
being charged just 24-hours later on direct orders of Kenyan 
Attorney-General Amos Wako. 


The apparent legal bungling inflamed Kenya's stridently 
anti-graft parliament, which immediately called for Somaia’s 
re-arrest amidst cries of "Cover up! Cover up!” and ordered Wako 
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to resign or himself face charges. Wako attempted to downplay 
the outcry, but Kenya’s justice ministry, April 4, hurriedly ordered 
Somaia’s passport and other travel documents confiscated 
pending possible re-arrest. 


Somaia originally fled into exile from Kenya 10 years ago 
after government investigators accused him of fronting a US$5.5 
million paramilitary and police equipment tender scam on behalf 
of powerful political cronies in President Daniel arap Moi's inner 
circle. 


He defied repeated parliamentary summonses to return 
home to testify about the tender fraud, and even managed to 
retain control of his extensive Kenyan business empire from the 
Dolphin Group's luxurious new ’global headquarters’ in Dubai. 


b. 8 Killed as rustlers attack Turkana: Eight 
people were killed and eight others seriously injured 
over the weekend in cattle rustling attacks in 
Turkana district, it was reported, April 8. 


Armed Merile tribesmen from Ethiopia, April 6, ambushed 
Turkana fishermen at Todenyang, in Lokitaung sub-district and 
shot dead two people and injured two others. The raiders also 
took away a gun belonging to a police reservist who was among 
the dead. On the same day, Toposa raiders from Southern Sudan 
attacked Turkana herdsmen at Oropoi, killed two and drove away 
100 cows. 


Police and herdsmen pursued the raiders and gunned down 
four of them before recovering 64 cows. As the incident took 
place, raiders from Turkana attacked Toposa villagers and stole 
an unknown number of animals. 


But the raiders were pursued up to Lotengany, 40 km from 
Lokichogio town, where a cross-fire ensued that left six raiders 
seriously injured and all the animals were recovered. The injured 
raiders have been admitted to the Lopiting hospital. 


c. Suspected Al-Qaeda man freed: A wanted 
Al-Qaeda terrorist suspect was arrested and released 
by an officer in charge of Kakuma police station in 
Turkana district, it was reported, March 30. 


The suspect, of Somali origin, was arrested after he was 
found filming UN offices at the Kakuma refugee camp re- 
cently.Sources close to Kakuma police station disclosed that the 
intelligence officer released the suspect after money changed 
hands. When information reached Nairobi, it was alleged that 
the suspect was found to be one of the "wanted terrorist 
suspects”. 

(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Kenya, page 991:a] 


LIBERIA 


a. Rebel attacks pose new challenge to relief 
agencies:The Lutheran World Federation/Worid 
Service (LWF/WS) in Liberia is assessing the 
situation in Jotota County, after more than 30,000 
internally displaced people (IDPs) recently arrived 
there from camps in Gbangar County, it was 
reported, April 3. 
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The camps, which are near the capital city, Monrovia, had 
come under attacks by rebel group, Liberians United for 
Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) towards the end of 
March. 


"The displaced persons do not want to go back to those 
camps as this is the second time that they have had to flee," 
said Charles Pitchford, LWFAWVS representative in Liberia. 


The Liberian government has still to decide whether to keep 
the influx of IDPs in the Totota area using the annexes of existing 
camps, or to build a new camp in Salala, 32 km from the capital 
Monrovia. 


Meanwhile close to 16,000 Liberians are believed to have 
crossed the border into Diecke in Guinea, after the capture of 
Ganta, Nimba and Grand Gedeh Counties by LURD, just over 
a week ago. 


"The refugees arriving from Liberia into Guinea are trauma- 
tised by the events. Many of them are ill and exhausted from a 
two-day journey," said Elke Leidel, LWFAVS-Guinea programme 
coordinator. 


"Most of the refugees had fled from Gbangar County when 
it was attacked, and came to Ganta, but left again when the 
latter was also attacked,” he said. 


b. Taylor’s commandos surrender: Seven 


commandos of the Liberian President’s Anti-terrorist 
Unit fighting along side the Armed Forces of Liberia 
to forestall the rebels of the Liberians United for 
Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) are reported 
to have surrendered to the Sierra Leone army at 
Normo Farma, it was reported, April 2. 


Commissioner Francis Munu, in charge of operations in the 


Sierra Leone police, has disclosed that the seven commandos . 


crossed over to Sierra Leone to seek asylum so as to escape 
the advance of the LURD rebels and the brutality of their leader, 
Charles Taylor. 


Commissioner Munu further stated that the commandos were 
disarmed and are presently remanded in refugee camps in the 
Kenema district. ey 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


LIBYA 


a. Tripoli threatens to withdraw from Arab 
League: Libya reiterated, April 3, its decision to 
withdraw from the 22-member Arab League in 
protest over the group’s inability to take “a firm and 
strong position" toward the US-led invasion of Iraq. 


Libya's ambassador to Arab League Abdel Minem al-Taher 
al-Houni, in a statement said he had made the request during 
talks, April 3, with Arab League chief Amr Mussa. 


Libya "demands the implementation of its demand to 
withdraw from the league, to protest and object against its (the 
league's) inability to remedy the deterioration of the current 
situation and the serious dangers threatening the Arab nation, 
which is facing a flagrant aggression,” Houni said. 
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He added the demand was based on the “absence of a firm 
and strong Arab position to confront the aggression against Iraq," 
as well as the "violation by certain member states of the league 
charter." Certain Arab states, which were not named, "did not 
respect the resolutions taken by Arab summits and meetings, 
calling on them to refrain from offering facilities for an attack on 
iraq,” he said. 


Libyan leader Moamer Gaddafi has several times in the past 
threatened to quit the Cairo-based league over its impotence, 
notably relating to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Libya, page 881:a] 


MALAGASY 


a. ‘No witch-hunt of pro-Ratsiraka support- 
ers’: A senior Malagasy official said, March 27, the 
government would continue to pursue individuals 
responsible for political violence following disputed 
elections in 2001. 


However, he denied that the authorities had.singled out 
supporters of former President Didier Ratsiraka for prosecution. 


A criminal court in the capital Antananarivo, March 25, 
sentenced Emilson, the former governor of the central province 
of Fianarantsoa and a close ally of Ratsiraka, to five years in 
prison for threatening state security. 


Emilson was accused of orchestrating the blockade of roads 
leading into the capital to starve the then opposition stronghold 
of fuel. Factories closed down and thousands of jobs were lost 
as a result of the siege. Prices of basic foods rocketed and aid 
workers warned of a humanitarian crisis. 


During the political stand-off between Ratsiraka and Presi- 
dent Marc Ravalomanana, Fianarantsoa was the scene of 
sporadic clashes between supporters of the two opposing 
camps. Emilson was one of five provincial governors who 
supported the setting up of a rival capital in Tamatave, rejecting 
Ravalomanana’s election victory. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Malagasy, page 750:a] 


MALAWI 


a. Electoral Commission to go ahead with 
polls: Malawi is gearing up for general elections 
following assurances that the Electoral Commission 
will finally receive financial assistance from the 
donor community. 


The chairman of Malawi Electoral Commission, Justice 
James Kalaile, announced that donors have finally released 52 
per cent of the total 2 billion Kwacha budget for the polls, where 
voters would be electing a President, members of parliament, 
and civic leaders in the May 2004 tripartite general elections, it 
was reported, April 3. 


The announcement came after months of misunderstanding 
between the electoral body and donors on an earlier proposed 
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budget, which was pegged at 2 billion kwacha. The delay in 


funding has affected the electoral calendar by at least three | 


months. 


It also follows an announcement by President Muluzi, 
renouncing his candidature for the 2004 poll, thus bowing to the 
popular demand. 


The ruling United Democratic Front (UDF) is expected to 
endorse Bingu wa Mutharika, minister for economic planning and 
development, as President Bakili Muluzi’'s successor at the 
party’s convention, scheduled to be held in May. 


Mutharika, once secretary general of the Common Market 
for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA), first contested for 
presidency as leader of the United Party (UP) in 1999, but 
defected to the ruling UDF. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
{Background Info. Malawi, page 845:a] 


MAURITANIA 


a. Move to contain Crimean-Congo viral fever: 
Thirty people have been reported dead in Maurita- 
nia, following an outbreak of a contagious viral fever 
Known as Crimean-Congo Haemorrhage Fever 
(CCHF). 


“ Confirming the outbreak, reports from Mauritania authorities 
and Institut Pasteur (a World Health Organisation (WHO) 
research centre in Dakar, Senegal) indicate that the most affected 
regions are Trarza, Brakna and Hodh Gharbi, to the east of 
Nouakchott, it was reported, March 31. 


A steering committee composed of officials from the ministry 
of health, WHO representatives and partners from the public 
sector has been established to contain the fever. 


Comprising doctors and researchers from the health ministry, 
as well as experts from institut Pasteur, the team has been trying 
to come up with a more effective way of detecting outbreaks. 


CCHF is a viral haemorrhage fever, endemic in a number of 
. African , European and Asian couniries. 


In 2001, cases were reported in Kosovo, Albania, Iran, 
Pakistan and South Africa. 


y (SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


‘MOROCCO 


a. State television bars Al-Jazeera from 
using its facilities: The Committee to Protect 
Journalists (CPJ) has expressed concern that the 
state-owned Moroccan Public Television (TVM) 
has banned Al-Jazeera from using its facilities to 
feed broadcasts to the station’s headquarters in 
Doha, Qatar. 


Al-Jazeera’s correspondent in Morocco, Iqbal ilhami, told 
CPJ that on March 30, she and her crew had completed a report 
on demonstrations in the capital, Rabat, opposing the U.S.-led 
war in iraq and went to TVM’s facilities to feed the tape io Doha. 


llhami said that when she arrived at TVM, she was told that 
there were orders not to allow Al-Jazeera to use the facilities. 
lihami was not told who gave these orders or why they were 
given. 


ilhami contacted Morocco’s communications minister, Nabil 
Bin Abdallah, who, she said, told her that Al-Jazeera should 
refrain from transmitting reports that endangered the general 
security of Morocco. 


Protests in Rabat: About 150,000 Moroccans, chanting 
“suicide attack leads to freedom", poured through the streets of 
Rabat, March 30, as protests against the war in Iraq flared again 
around the Muslim world. 


In the first demonstration to be approved by Moroccan 
authorities since the start of the war, protesters accused the 
United States, Britain and Israel of plotting to control! Iraq before 
attacking other Muslim countries in West Asia. 


Skirmishes broke out between the police and protesters, with 
one policeman reported to have been seriously hurt! The police 
dispersed the marchers as tension rose. 


(SOURCE: Asian re New Dethi) 


NAMIBIA 


a. Rights body accuses govt of hypocritical 
stance on Iraq war: The National Society for 
Human Rights has accused the government of 
taking a hypocritical stance on the US-led war on 
iraq, it was reported, April 4. 


The NSHR said it supported the anti-war protests across 
the world, but failed to see the honesty and morality in claims 
that the Namibian government was "peace-loving" after it also 
intervened militarily in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC). 


The human rights body said Namibia sent troops to the DRC 
“illegally and unconstitutionally" since the move was never 
approved by the Namibian people. 


Nor was the intervention approved by member states of the 
Southern African Development Community (SADC) and the 
Organisation of African Unity (OAU). 


The human rights group said in a statement that President 
Sam Nujoma rejected an appeal by UN Secretary General Kofi 
Annan at the September 1998 Non-Alignment Movement (NAM) 
meeting for the DRC crisis to be solved peacefully. 


Apart from the UN, inter-governmental organisations like the 
European Union, local ecumenica! bodies and human rights 
groups had condemned Namibia's involvement and called for a 
negotiated solution but to no avail. 


Opposition leader condemns Iraq war: Leader of the 


opposition DTA/UDF coalition, Katuutire Kaura, has condemned 
the US-led war in Iraq, it was reported, March 31. 


Addressing the National Assembly, Kaura appealed to the 
US and its key ally, Britain, to stop the war "immediately". 
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The opposition leader also questioned whether the role of 
the United Nations would remain the same after the Iraq war. 
"Is the United Nations going to serve any purpose any longer 
if superpowers can do as they please by ignoring the UN," he 
asked. 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


NIGER 


a. US charge against Niger on Uranium sales 
to Iraq was a fabrication: US documents claiming 
that Saddam Hussein's government had tried to buy 
large quantities of uranium for nuclear weapons 
from an African country was a forgery. 


Among those making the claim was US President George 
W. Bush, who included it in his annual State of the Union address 
in January. 


The US State Department eventually identified the African 
country as Niger. In a "fact sheet" issued in December 2002, the 
department said that Iraq's cover-up of the attempted uranium 
purchase showed that Baghdad was lying about its programme 
for developing weapons of mass destruction. 


According to a prominent US investigative reporter, 
these assertions- about a Niger-iraq uranium connection 


contributed to the US Congress's decision to endorse 


military action against Iraq.-And by the time the charges 


were shown to be false, the march toward war had become 
virtually unstoppable. 


It was less than two weeks before the initial bombing of 
Baghdad that the head of the International Atomic Energy Agency 
decisively discredited accusations that had all along been denied 
by both Niger and Iraq. 


Mohammed ElBaradei told the UN Security Council that the 
documents on which the charges were based had been found 
to be forgeries. 


The US now accepts that the apparent evidence of an Iraqi . 


link to African uranium has been proven to be counterfeit. 


Secretary of State Colin Powell denies that Washington 
played any role in fabricating the documents, and US and UN 
officials say they do not know who is responsible for the 
forgeries. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Newrefugee camp opened tn Kenema: The 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
opened a new refugee camp with a capacity of 
10,000 people near Tobanda village, Kenema 
District. 


To be managed by the Lutheran World Federation .(LWF), 
Tobanda is the eighth camp established by UNHCR in Sierra 
Leone. 
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The others are Largo, Bandajuma, Gerihun, Gondama, 
Jembe, Jimmi Bagbo and Taiama which together host at least 
55,000 refugees. 


UNHCR, in a weekly update for March 25-31, reported 
that the first batch of 247 refugees, mostly women and children, 
was received at the camp by representatives of its Kenema 
office. z 


Border crossing points, UNHCR said, like Jendema, Gbaa 
and Dar-es-Salaam on the Zimmi axis continued to receive 
trickles of new arrivais. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SOMALIA 


a. Peace talks in jeopardy: Four parties have 
quit the Somali reconciliation ialks in Nairobi, putting 
the o process in jeopardy, it was reported, 
April 1. 


They include Abdul Kassim Salat Hassan, president of the 
Somali Transitional Government formed in 2002 in Djibouti. 


They have joined parallel talks, which started three days ago 
in Mogadishu, under the sponsorship of the Arab League. 


The Somali Reconciliation and. Restoration Council (SRRC)}, 
March 31, asked President Kibaki to intervene and salvage the 


peace-process. 


The talks, under the auspices of the regional Inter-Govern- 
mental Authority on Development (IGAD), have been going on 
in the country for the past five months. 


They are aimed at establishing an all-inclusive government. 
Mohammed Farah Aideed, the chairman of the SRRC, accused 
the factional leaders of hypocrisy, saying they were not interested 
in the restoration of peace in the war-torn country. _ 


Aideed said the leaders had ignored the suffering the Somalis 
had undergone for the last 12 years, and were only after their 
own selfish interests. 


[Background Info. Somalia, page 1004:a] 


b. Cholera outbreak confirmed in Mogadishu: 
An outbreak of cholera has been confirmed in 
Mogadishu, an official of the World Heaith Organi- 
sation (WHO) said, April 3. 


According to the official, "99 stool samples were collected 
and checked by an AMREF [African Medical and Research 
Foundation] laboratory in the Kenyan capital, Nairobi, where they 
confirmed 46 samples are positive for cholera ogawa". 


Since the criteria for opening a cholera treatment centre 
(CTC) had been met, Action Contre La Faim (ACF) had opened 
such a facility on April 1, he said. 


A regional cholera task force was activated by the local 
authorities in collaboration with WHO, other UN agencies 
involved in health and ACF "to monitor and contain the 
situation”. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Mbeki critical of war in Iraq without UN 
approval: The war on Iraq without United Nations 
approval should fill African countries with unease, 
President Thabo Mbeki said, April 7. 


"The prospect facing the people of Iraq should serve as 
sufficient warning that in future we too might have others descend 
on us, guns in hand to force-feed us (with democracy),” he said 
in Pretoria. 


"If the UN does not matter... why should we, the little countries 
of Africa that make up the African Union (AU), think that we 
matter and will not be punished if we get out of line?” Mbeki was 
opening a four-day conference on elections, democracy and 
governance in Africa. 


The event is co-hosted by the AU and South Africa’s 
Independent Electoral Commission. Delegates from 50 AU 
member countries were attending. 


Mbeki made his remarks on Iraq after imploring the gathering 
to take an honest iook at how democracy was functioning on the 
continent. A central question that needed answering was how 
the rule book of democracy should be applied in Africa. 


In a democracy there should, for example, be a time-limit on 


the number of times an individual could be elected head of state. 


Churches condemn violence in Zimbabwe: The South 
African Council cf Churches (SACC) has deplored the deterio- 
rating human rights situation in Zimbabwe, it was reported, 
April 5. 


Molefe Tsele, the SACC general secretary, in a solidarity 
message to the Zimbabwe National Pastors’ Conference, 
said:"The situation in Zimbabwe has been going on unabated 
for a period exceeding a year by now with reports of human 
rights violations. 


"We are pained by the fact that this occurs simulteneously 
with the famine that has engulfed the region, therefore, 
inflicting pain and poverty on many who are weak and 
vulnerable." 


The South African clergy’s message came after riot police 
arrested and detained 23 pastors outside the Police General 
Headquarters in Harare on February 28, as they demonstrated 
against police harassment and brutality. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


SWAZILAND 


a. International Bar Association’s concern for 
justice: The International Bar Association (IBA), 
April 2, called on the Swazi government to put in 
place a national plan to address a list of serious 
concerns for justice in Swaziland. 


In a major report published, April 2, the IBA described how 
the rule of law was deteriorating against a background of 
confused legal structures and active government interference. 
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It urged the King and the government to take the apportunity 
to launch of a new draft constitution to guarantee citizens’ rights, 
clarify its laws, and ensure the separation of powers between 
executive and judiciary. 


In the report, the IBA underlined how Swaziland was 
breaching its international obligations on human rights, and doing 
so at its economic and social perii, as critical foreign donor 
funding was linked to showing progress in freedoms and 
democracy. 


In a country where HIV/AIDS is acknowledged to be a 
"national disaster", with 34% of the population infected, and 
foreign investment languishing along with the economy, the 
consequences of any such breaches are dangerous. 


[Background info. Swaziland, page 1006:a} 


b. New initiative to end marijuana cultivation: 
Swaziland’s mountainous northern Hhohho region, 
one of Southern Africa’s prime marijuana growing 
areas, is being targeted in a new strategy to 
convince farmers to switch to other crops. 


"We want the small-iandholder farmers up here to switch 
from insangu (the Swazi word for marijuana), but not exactly. 
They are experts at cultivating cannabis, so why throw away 
that talent? We just want them to grow another species of 
cannabis - hemp," said agriculture consultant, John Weatherson. 


“We are looking to set up a large-scale hemp growing 
agribusiness... All the small farmers would be able to piggyback 
on the plant by selling their hemp crops there, where it would 
be processed into value-added products for export," Weatherson 
added. 


Such products would be included in goods shipped to the 
United States under the African Growth and Opportunities Act, 
a trade scheme intended to boost Swaziland’s economy by 
allowing locally produced goods into the world’s largest market, 
duty-free. 


Marijuana has been a real money-earner for Swazi farmers, 
and much more than just a subsistence crop. 


(SOURCE: Aaji & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


TANZANIA 


a. Army destroys 9,800 fandmines: Tanzanian 
army engineers destroyed 9,837 anti-personnel 
landmines, March 27, in compliance with an inter- 
national landmines treaty that the country signed in 
1997, it was reported, March 28. 


Field engineers of the Tanzania People’s Defence Forces 
(TPDF) destroyed the landmines at Msata in Bagamoyo district, 
about 110 km northwest of Tanzania's commercial city, Dar es 
Salaam, according to the The Guardian, a Dar-es-Salaam 
newspaper, reported. 


It reported that the destruction, witnessed by members of 
the diplomatic corps from 12 countries, marked the first of three 
phases to eliminate a stockpile of 23,837 landmines. 
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This was the first time Tanzania had destroyed the weapons 
since it signed and ratified the Ottawa Landmine Elimination 
Convention. The convention came into force in the country on 
May 1, 2001. The convention prohibits the use, stockpiling, 
production and transfer of anti-personnel mines. it commits 
signatory nations to destroy stocks within four years and clear 
, all mines from their territories in 10 years. 


b. Journalist rejects charge of illegal citizen- 
ship: Ali Nabwa, editor of the weekly newspaper 
Dira, published in the semi-autonomous state of 
Zanzibar, has denied government charges that he 
is not a citizen of Tanzania and that he has been 
living illegally in the country since 1993. 


Ata press conference, March 25, Nabwa told journalists the 
Zanzibar government's accusation was a malicious response to 
his newspaper’s attempts to hold public leaders accountable. 


He said the decision to strip him of citizenship could be 
attributed largely to his newspaper’s continuous criticism of 
Zanzibar’s government which he claimed was "failing to adhere 
to principles of good governance.” 


Nabwa also attributed the Zanzibar government's anger 
partly to-his refusal to join it after he completed his contract with 
the Union gover ment as press secretary and personal assistant 
to the former vice-president, the late Omar Ali Juma. 


\<_ (SOURCE: East African, Nair 
TUNISIA 


a. Jailed internet journalist begins another 
hunger strike: The RSF, April 4, repeated its call 
for the immediate release of jailed cyber-dissident 
Zouhair Yahyaoui, who began another hunger strike 
a few days ago to protest against his recent 
ill-treatment. 


"We are not surprised to see the Tunisian regime taking 
advantage of the international media's focus on Iraq to step up 
pressure on political prisoners such as Yahyaoui,” said RSF 
Secretary-General Robert Minard. 


"This is disgraceful and we call on the president to free him 
at once, along with another journalist, Hamadi Jebali, who has 
been in jail since 1997." 


Yahyaoui’s family said that when they visited him on April 3, 
at Borj el-Amri prison, 30 kilometres from Tunis, he could not 
move about normally because he was physically weakened. He 
told them he had begun another hunger strike. 


In recent weeks, he said, guards had served him soiled food, 
prevented him from reading, seized his letters, stopped his daily 
exercise periods and threatened him. 

Yahyaoui also said he was placed in solitary confinement for 
two days with only stale bread to eat after being accused of 
inciting prisoners to go on a hunger strike. His family said he 
was very thin and depressed. 

(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
{Background Info. Tunisia, page 789:a] 
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a. Army kills 30 LRA rebels: Over 30 rebels of 
Joseph Kony’s Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) were, 
April 5, killed in helicopter bombardments in Gulu 
and Pader districts. 


Army sources in northern Uganda, April 6, said several 
abductees were also rescued during the raids. The UPDF overall 
intelligence officer in-charge Operation Iron Fist, Lt. Col. Charles 
Otema Awany, said close to 40 rebels were killed in Lagwayi 
village, Aruu county in Pader and Omel-Kuru in Paicho 
sub-county of Gulu. l 


The army's 4th division commander in Gulu, Col. Andrew 
Gutti, said he was yet to ascertain the details as patrol troops 
were still on the ground. 


Gutti said, "Pader is not within my operation area, therefore 
| cannot give you any details. But | intend to travel to one of the 
scenes in Omei-Kuru... to ascertain how many rebels could have 
been killed." 


"We hammered the rebels and left them crying... there were 
many bodies left," said the division’s operations and trajnina 
officer, Col. Nathan Mugisha. a 

Efforts to conta- ~adér-based 5th division commander, 
Dol_tetrrimugume, and other intelligence officers on the ground 
were futile. The weekend gunship attacks on the rebels were 
the second in two weeks. | 
(Background Info. Uganda, page 1007:b] 

b. Donors endorse Uganda’s military budget: 
Uganda’s donors have endorsed the government's 
unilateral increment to the defence budget of $17.5 
million, it was reported, March 31. 


However, the donors have given terms for budget support in 
the financial year beginning June. 


In a meeting held in Kampala on March 14, the country's 
donors told Kampala that it must keep defence spending under 
Ush271 billion ($139 million), public administration under 
Ush245.8 billion ($126 million) and that funds earmarked for the 
Poverty Action Fund (PAF) must not be reduced. 


The donors, who fund over 50 per cent of the country’s 
budget, said that if Uganda failed to meet these conditions, it 
risked losing budgetary support in the 2003-2004 financial 
year. 


Ugandan officials at the meeting, led by finance minister 
Gerald Sendawula, explained to the donors that the cabinet had 
decided to reduce budgets of several departments and ministries 
in order to boost defence expenditure. 


Sendawula said the country needed more money to execute 
the war against the Lord’s Resistance Army of Joseph Kony, 
saying victory over LRA would free resources from the security 
budget for social spending that wouid attract more investments 
to the country. 

(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
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ZAMBIA 


a. Iraq war to push fuel prices up: The 
war on Iraq will continue to trigger high fuel 
prices, Vice-President Enoch Kavindele told 
Mongu businessmen over the weekend, it was 
reported, April 8. 


He said the war had a negative bearing on the fuel prices. 
Kavindele said the concerns raised by Mongu businessmen 
regarding high fuel prices were genuine but the situation could 
only be blamed on the war in Iraq. 


The Vice-President also challenged the businessmen to 
initiate good projects to attract foreign investment to Mongu. 


Kavindele said money was always available either from 
government or donors’ when businessmen initiated good 
projects. It would not do for businessmen in the area to just 
sit and wait for assistance without putting forward their project 
proposals. 


Kavindele was however, encouraged to learn that the timber 
industry in the province was flourishing and even employed about 
^ neoole. 

Kavindele also av~--~4 the businessmen that government 
would soon pay local food suppliers snu- ihare was a vote 
included in the budget-for-that purpose. — 


b. Colonel arrested for theft of ZAF funds: 
Zambia Air Force (ZAF) director of finance Col 
Christon Kausu and four others have been arrested 
and charged with fraudulent misapplication of funds, 
it was reported, April 7. 


But Col. Kausu, detained at Matero police station, accused 
Air Force commander Lt. Gen. Christopher Singogo of victimi- 
sation, plunder and perpetuating tribalism at ZAF. 


Col. Kausu’s lawyer Col. Paul Banda, said his client was 
jointly charged with two ZAF captains, one warrant officer and 
an army captain for fraudulent misapplication of funds, 
conniving to steal ZAF money, negligence of good order and 
military discipline all of which would be tried before a court 
martial. 


“We just finished giving summary evidence in preparation for 
court martial," he said. Col. Banda said it was unfortunate that 
_his clients were still in police custody at the ZAF commander's 
order. 


He said his client was arrested on allegations of skipping a 
bench warrant on a criminal matter involving stealing ZAF money, 
a case being handled by Central Chambers. He said unfortu- 
nately the warrant:in question had expired. 


(SOURCE: Zambian Times, Lusaka) 
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‘ZIMBABWE 


a. Mobilise for mass action, MDC urged: 
MDC leaders have been called: upon to mobilise 
people for mass action in order to force President 
Mugabe’s government to address the deepening 
political and economic crisis in the country, It was 
reported, April 8. 


"We should go for mass action as life is now unbearable,” 
Vanessa Manuel, a resident of Mutare, said in a snap survey by 
The Daily News to sound out people on the party's proposed 
second mass action. "It's time we stood up as a nation and 
fought for our rights and all the things which ought to be plentiful 
but are no longer available." 


Tongogara Ndirwo, a University of Zimbabwe student, said: 
"Passiveness is over. It’s time for collective action. We're ready 
to march on to the streets and fight to the end when the cail for 
the mass action comes." Takura Zhangazha, a political activist, 
said the MDC had no choice but to resort to mass action because 
nothing had changed and none of their demands were attended 
to by the government. 


"it would be a mistake for the MDC to call off mass stayaways 
unless they have idei.tified other avenues to achieve their 
objective of changing the government," Zhangazha said. "They 
have to continue to build public momentum and anticipation so 
that when it comes to decioive action the people are ready.” 


MDC spokesman arrested: Paul Themba Nyathi, the MDC 
spokesman, was arrested in Bulawayo, April 7. 


He was picked up soon after the party's vice-president, 
Gibson Sibanda, had been freed on $1 million bail. Sibanda, 
who had been in custody for the past week, is facing charges 
under the Public Order and Security Act for allegedly organising 
the successful two-day stayaway in March. 


Nyathi was arrested outside the Bulawayo Magistrates’ 
Courts where he had attended Sibanda’s bail application hearing 
together with Morgan Tsvangirai, the MDC leader. As Sibanda’s 
lawyers were preparing to pay the bail deposit, the police 
pounced on Nyathi. Later, they forced their way into Nyathi's 
house which they searched without a warrant. They also seized 
documents which were mainly congratulatory messages to the 
MDC for its victory in the recent by-elections in Kuwadzana and 
Highfield. Sibanda was ordered to surrender his passport and 
to report to Hillside Police Station twice a week, on Mondays 
and Fridays. Sibanda was arrested, April 1, in connection with 
the March 18 and 19 mass stayaway organised by the MDC to 
protest against the deteriorating economic and human rights 
situation in the country. 


(SOURCE: Independent, Harare) 
[Background Info. Zimbabwe, page-1007:a] 
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ALGERIA 


a. 31 missing tourists may have been kid- 
napped: There is hope that 31 tourists missing in 
Algeria are alive, German and Austrian ministers 
said amid mounting speculation that the travellers 
have been kidnapped, it was reported, April 10. 


The tourists—including 15 Germans and 10 Austrians——have 
vanished on trips to the Sahara desert since early February. 


The theory that they have been kidnapped has gained 
ground, said BBC’s Mohamed Arezki Himeur in Algiers. The 
Dutch government has reportedly confirmed that one of its 
citizens, also missing in Algeria, has been kidnapped.. 


"We have confirmation that Dutchman Arjen Hilbers has been 
kidnapped," foreign ministry spokesman Hendrik Dek was quoted 
as saying by French news agency AFP. 


"We are not commenting on the matter in the interests of the 
inquiry and the safety of those who have been kidnapped," he 
added, 


Media reports in Algeria have suggested that militant groups 
linked to Osama Bin Laden's Al-Qaeda network could be behind 
the disappearances. Attention is on militant Islamist leader 
Mokhtar Belmokhtar, who operates in the region. 


No ransom demands are believed to have been received. 
German interior minister Otto Schily said, April 6, he was 
cautiously hopeful that all 31 missing tourists were alive. 


Austria’s foreign minister, Benita-Maria Ferrero-Waldner, 
returning from a trip to Algeria, also expressed a "glimmer of 
hope". 

(SOURCE: Le Matin, Algiers) 
[Background Info. Algeria, page 1009:a] 


ANGOLA 


a. Massive measles campaign launched: An- 
gola, April 21, launched the biggest health cam- 
paign in the country’s history, aiming to inoculate 
seven million children against measles. 


Spearheaded by the ministry of health, with key financial, 
logistical and training support from the UN Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF), the campaign seeks to vaccinate every child 
aged between nine months and 15 years, a UNICEF 
statement said. ` 


Measles, a highly contagious disease, kills more young 
Angolans than any other preventable ailment. Ten thousand 
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health workers have been trained for the campaign, and 23,000 
community activists will provide additional assistance. 


UNICEF Angola representative Mario Ferrari was quoted as 
saying: "Firstly, the war devastated Angola’s health infrastruc- 
ture. This initiative seeks to rebuild basic health services and 
establish conditions across the country for routine vaccination. 
And secondly, it is the first major peacetime step to address 
Angola's critical child mortality rate." 


The campaign will be in three phases. The first will involve 
vaccinating in schools and institutions, followed by urban areas 
from May 3 to May 9. The final phase, in rural areas, will be 
conducted from May 10 to May 19. 


"Through this campaign the government will establish its 
presence in remote areas, some of them accessible for the first 
time after the peace accords," the statement said. 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


BENIN 


a. Four journalists assaulted, detained: Re- 
porters without Borders (RSF) has condemned the 
assaults by police officers on Etienne Houessou, 
publication director of the newspaper Le Tigramme, 
and three of his colleagues on April 1, 2003. 


“Whatever their mistake was, nothing can justify the 
inappropriate detention of these journalists and the acts of 
violence committed against them. 


"In this country, which views itself as a democratic model in 
West Africa, legal provisions exist preventing the assault or 
detention of citizens for their writings. We hope that this is an 
isolated incident and ask that you punish those responsible for 
these violent acts," Robert Minard, the organisation's secretary- 
general, said in a letter to minister of communications and the 
promotion of new technologies Gaston Zossou. 


Three journalists from Le Tigramme were arrested, physically 
assaulted and taken to Cotonou’s central police station on April 
1. Houessou, who had fled earlier, went to the police station a 
few hours later, after police officers had assured him that that 
he would not be physically assaulted. 


Nonetheless, the publication director was beaten up and 
detained until 7:00 p.m. (local time). 


The journalists are accused of publishing several news items 
containing misleading information and insults directed at National 
Police (DGPN) Director-General Raymond Fadonougbo and 
Police Chief Francis Awagb Bhanzin. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
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BURKINA FASO 


a. Donors pledge US $123 million for heaith 
plan: Burkina Faso’s donors have agreed to 
provide US $123 million for the implementation of 
the 2003-2010 National Health Development Plan 
(PNDS).  - 


The announcement came at the end of a one-day roundtable 
organised, April 15, at the request of the government, which is 
seeking funds to cover a deficit of $200 million in the PNDS. 
The total cost of the plan is $1.81 billion. 


"| think the plan has been well prepared in a participatory 
and inclusive approach," Dr Hacem Mohamed, the World Health 
Organization’s (WHO) representative in Burkina Faso and 
spokesman of the donors, said. 


Mohamed said the fact that the different health departments, 
national partners and miristers— including those of finance and 
budget and development—had taken part in the preparation of 
the document, had made it an efficient one. 


He stressed the importance of the fact that all partners had 
agreed on the vision and objectives and the way to achieve 
them. 


A joint communique issued after the meeting said that many 
donors had pledged to contribute or to increase their coniribution 
to help the government implement the PNDS. 


However, for a better implementation of the PNDS, the 
donors had requested the governmeni to set up before the end 
of May a follow-up team to monitor the implementation of the 
plan, a quarterly review of its implementation, the amount spent 
and the objectives reached. 


Meningitis death toll crosses 900: Some 908 out of 
6,234 people infected with meningitis in Burkina Faso have 
_ died in 2003, the health ministry said in a communique, April 
re 


The death rate is 14.57 per cent, it said, adding that in the 
14th week alone, 438 cases were registered, while 61 people 
died, bringing the death rate to 13.93 per cent. Most deaths are 
due to the killer W135 strain first detected in the country two 
years ago. 


"The health minister has elaborated a strategy that has 
helped contain the epidemics,” the communique said. 


On-the-spot tests to determine the strain of meningitis 
prevailing in various places have been conducted at a mobile 
laboratory which the government recently deployed throughout 
the country. 


Due to insufficient W135 vaccines, the authorities have opted 
for reactive vaccination—vaccinating populations where cases 
appear. 


The government has so far received 1.5 million doses of 
vaccines from the World Health Organization. Burkina Faso has 
12 million people. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
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BURUNDI 


a. Parliament passes genocide law: Legisla- 
tors in Burundi voted 99-3, April 14, in favour of a 
Bill relating to genocide and other war crimes. 


There were 26 abstentions. 


"This law will enable [Burundi] to break off with the culture 
of impunity," Terence Sinunguruza, the minister of foreign affairs, 
told parliament. 


He was one of the drafters of the Bill when he was justice 
minister. The law provides for the constitution of an international 
judicial commission of enquiry for crimes committed between 
July 1, 1962 and the date of law’s promulgation. 


Following adoption of the Bill, the leader of an association 
against genocide, known as AC Genocide, said he was "deeply 
disappointed" that the law was neither applicable for "the past 
genocide" nor for "the present or a future genocide." 


The AC Genocide leader, Venant Bamboneyeho, said that 
a "neutral" commission carried out an enquiry in 1996 and 
determined that genocide was committed against ethnic Tutsis 
in 1993 after the killing of President Melchior Ndadaye, a 
democratically elected Hutu. Bamboneyeho said a report of the 
enquiry was forwarded to the UN Security Council. 


“It is meaningless, we cannot [effectively] investigate crimes 
committed over a period of 40 years, we can investigate within 
a weil-determined period when the crime was committed and 
recognised as such [because] in Burundi, genocide against 
Tutsis occurred in 1993," Bamboneyeho said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
{Background Info. Burundi, page 710:a] 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. African Union sends special envoy to 
Bangui: The African Union (AU) has sent a special 
envoy to the Central African Republic (CAR) to 
review the situation "in light of the recent develop- 
ments in the country", the AU said, April 17. 


AU envoy Sadok Fayala left for the central Africa region, 
April 14. The AU said Fayala would hold talks with the leaders 
of CAR, Chad, Gabon and the Republic of Congo to review the 
situation in CAR. He will also explore the "modalities for ensuring 
a speedy return to constitutional legality”. In Bangui, Fayala will 
consult with the new authorities as well as with other social and 
economic stakeholders, the AU reported. 


He will also consult with the representative of the UN 
secretary-General in Bangui, Lamine Cisse, who is also head 
of the UN peace-building office in the country. 


According to the AU, "This mission demonstrates the 
willingness of the African Union to support the efforts of the 
countries of the region aimed at restoring durable peace and 
stability in the Central African Republic." 


[Background Info. Central African Republic, page 1010:a] 
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b. Former aide of Kolingba arrested: Former 
defence minister Guillaume Lucien Ndjengbot has 
been arrested at Bangui M’poko airport on his return 
jon oe according to a government communique, 

pril 17. 


Ndjengbot, who served under former President Andre 
Kolingba, was arrested, april 14, as he stepped off a private jet. 
The government-owned radio did not state the reason for the 
arrest. However, -citing the communique signed by justice 
minister Gabriel Gbodou, the radio reported that it had nothing 
to do with Kolingba's abortive coup on May 28, 2001. 


Government spokesman Zarambeaud Assingambi, said, 
April 16: “Ndjengbot’s arrest has to do with justice. The 
government will be as transparent as possible in that affair.” 


Ndjengbot was first arrested in 1994 on criminal charges 
relating to crimes allegedly perpetrated in Berberati (186 km west 
of Bangui), where he was governor during the October 1992 
presidential election, after which Ange-Felix Patasse defeated 
Kolingba. Ndjengbot was sentenced to 10 years imprisonment. 
He was serving this sentence when Kolingba’s supporters freed 
him from prison during the May 2001 coup. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


CONGO 


a. Relief as Ebola recedes: Ebola haemorrhagic 
fever in the Republic of the Congo (Brazzaville) has 
We opreag in the last two weeks, it was reported, 

pril 15. 


However, as of April 14, 2003, the ministry of health reported 
140 cases, including 123 deaths, in the districts of Mbomo and 
K ll in Cuvette Ouest Departement. Thirteen of the cases are 
laboratory-confirmed and 127 are epidemiologically linked. 


The most recent nine reported cases involved people who 
lived in the same remote village of Ndjoukou (in KII District). 
Twelve contacts have been identified in this village and are being 
visited on a regular basis by national Red Cross volunteers. 


Contact follow-up in the towns of Mbomo and KII is no longer 
being carried out as the last cases were reported on March 23. 


The ministry of health, the Congolese Red Cross and the 
international team, including the World Health Organization 
(WHO) and the International Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies (IFRC) continue to assist in social mobiliza- 
tion, surveillance and case management activities. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
{Background Info. Congo, page 999:a] 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Peace deals bring new hope: African leaders 
have held Rwanda and Uganda to their agreed 
peace deals at a summit, April 10, to avert another 
flare of ethnic violence in eastern Congo and stave 
off conflict between their forces. 
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The summit in Cape Town was the South African President, 
Thabo Mbeki’s latest bid to bring peace to the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, devastated and divided by four and half 
years of war involving six foreign armies and driven by the 
plunder of mineral riches. 


As leaders met in Cape Town, Uganda’s army said Rwandan 
troops had returned to Congo and were advancing towards 
Ugandan positions in Ituri province, which Uganda is due to 
vacate by April 24 as the last power to officially have troops in 
Congo. ) 


Rwanda’s army denied the reports, saying Uganda was 
playing for time and trying to delay its withdrawal from Congo. 
After hours of talks, the Ugandan, Rwandan and Congolese 
leaders said they had agreed that the United Nations mission in 
Congo (MONUC) should take over positions as Uganda’s army 
withdraw. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras) 
[Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1011:b] 


ERITREA 


a. British national killed: A British national 
working in Eritrea was killed in the western Bisha 
area at the weekend, the British embassy con- 
firmed, April 17. 


The man, Timothy Nutt, was working for the Canadian 
Nevsun company which is mining for gold in the area. British 
ambassador Mike Murray said that the Eritrean authorities were 
investigating the murder and the embassy was in close contact 
with the government regarding the matter. 


"We will not speculate about the cause of his death,” the 
ambassador added. A statement issued by Eritrea’s foreign 
ministry blamed the radical Eritrean Islamic Jihad Movement 
(EIJM) for the killing. 


"It is clear that this cowardly act of terror is designed to 
discourage investment in Eritrea by terrorising foreign investors," 
the statement added. 


"The government of Eritrea extends its condolences to the 
family of the deceased and vows that it will hunt down the 
perpetrators of this crime." Eritrea’s minister of energy and mines 
Tesfai Ghebreselassi expressed shock over the killing which he 
described as a “heartbreaking act of savagery". 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Gov’t apologises for grounding UN heli- 
copter: The Ethiopian government has apologised 
for grounding a UN helicopter in the eastern sector 
near Bure recently, United Nations Mission for 
Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) said, April 28. . 


Gail Sainte, UNME& spokeswoman, at a video press 
conference held between Addis Ababa and Asmara, told 
journalists that Ethiopian troops grounded a UN helicopter 
carrying staff and liaison officers of the Ethiopia Eritrea Boundary 
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Commission (EEBC) recently. "Ethiopia apologised saying that 
the incident occurred due to a misunderstanding that was created 
between the Ethiopian troops around the area and other staff," 
Sainte said. 


She said that the Ethiopian troops grounded the helicopter 
for three hours before it took off again. "It should also be noted 
that it is not a major incident,” Sainte added. 


b. Measles campaign launched: An anti-mea- 
sles campaign was launched, April 17, according 
to the World Health Organisation (WHO). 


The disease is one of the five major causes of infant mortality 
in Ethiopia. The campaign will be conducted in areas most 
affected by the drought and will be targeting 1.9 million children 
at the age from six months to 15 years. During the campaign 
there will also be distribution of Vitamin A. 


The measles campaign will start in three regions, including 
Oromia, Somali and South, the zones of Bale, Shinile, Gurage 
and Silti. The ministry of health is making preparations to cover 
other regions in the country with support from differen{ organi- 
sations. 


Annual cases in Ethiopia stand approximately at 1.45 million 
with 72, 000 fatalities, where one out of five children with measles 
will die. 


Worldwide, the estimated number of cases were between 
30-40 million with 777,000 fatalities in 2000. Measles is one of 
the six vaccine preventable diseases, when it is given to the 
child at the age of nine months and that will protect them for 
life. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 


IVORY COAST 


a. Security Council welcomes progress to- 
wards new government: While welcoming the 
efforts of the parties in Ivory Coast towards the 
formation of a new government, the UN Security 
Council, April 15, voiced concern for the continuing 
violence in the country. 


"Members of the Council express concern at recent violations 
of the ceasefire and call on all parties to respect the commitments 
they made and to immediately end attacks that undermined the 
process of peace and reconciliation," the Council’s president, 
ambassador Adolfo Aguilar Zinser of Mexico, said in a press 
statement. 


To that end, the Council members expressed their deep 
concern at the use of mercenaries, other foreign armed elements, 
forced recruitment, including recruitment of children, and de- 
manded all parties to immediately refrain from such practices. 


b. Many killed, hundreds injured in air attacks: 
A number of civilians, including children, are 
reported to have died following air attacks in western 
Ivory Coast, according to NGO and humanitarian 
sources. 
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Scores of people were evacuated and dozens were being 
treated in a hospital in Man, a rebel-held town 578 km northwest 
of the Ivorian commercial capital, Abidjan, it was reported, April 
18. 


Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) said in a communique that 
nearly 50 wounded civilians were treated within the space of a 
few hours on April 15, at a hospital in the rebel-held town of 
Man. It said its teams expected to receive other wounded in the 
coming hours. 


According to MSF, the patients, who included nine children, 
13 women and elderly persons, said they had been injured during 
helicopter attacks on the rebel-held towns of Danane and 
Mahapleu. 


"Most of the injured had extensive abdominal wounds, open 
fractures and shattered limbs," MSF said. The surgical team had 
to do 12 emergency operations including amputations, it said. 
At least eight persons, including three children, died from their 
wounds within the hospital compound. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
(Background Info. Ivory Coast, page 1013:b] 


KENYA 


a. Iraqi envoy in Nairobi linked to terrorist 
group, says UK daily: An Iraqi diplomat in Nairobi 
has been accused of being linked to an Ugandan 
guerilla group connected with Islamic fundamental- 
ist organisations. 


Britain’s Daily Telegraph claimed it had seen intelligence 
papers with "first hand evidence of ties between iraq and 
religious terrorism." 


It claimed that Fallah Hassan Al Rubdie, while lraq’s charge 
d'affaires in Nairobi, held talks with the Allied Democratic Forces, 
(ADF) which it claimed was a Ugandan guerilla group with ties 
to other anti-western Islamist organisations. 


The intelligence papers, it said, included a letter to the head 
of the Iraqi spy agency, in which a senior representative outlined 
his group's efforts to set up an "international mujahideen team." 


its mission, according to the unnamed official, was to 
“smuggle arms on a global scale to holy warriors fighting against 
US, British and Israeli influences in Africa, the Middle East, Asia 
and the Far East." 


The letter said the ADF would "vet, recruit and send youth 
to train for the jihad," at a centre in Baghdad, described as "the - 
headquarters for international holy warrior network." The letter, 
was signed:. "Your brother, Bekkah Abdul Nassir, chief of 
diplomacy, ADF Forces." 


b. Police arrest Mungiki sect co-ordinator: 
Outlawed Mungiki sect national co-ordinator Ibra- 
him Ndura Waruinge was arrested by police two 
months after detectives started hunting for him 
country-wide. 


Waruinge, dressed in a black suit and blue shirt, was arrested 
at the Nairobi area provincial police headquarters after he 
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surrendered before detectives. The Nairobi area provincial 
criminal investigation officer (PCIO), Gabriel Mutunga, said 
Waruinge was arrested by CID officers because he was wanted 
for several charges. 


He was then put in custody at the Nairobi Area provincial 
police headquarters celis until, April 16. Waruinge was interro- 
gated for several hours by the detectives about where he had 
been hiding and the whereabouts of the sect's other leaders 
including the Mungiki national chairman, Maina Njenga, who is 
still in hiding. 


He was taken to the law courts to answer unspecified charges 
but did not plead following a technicality. The outlawed sect 
leader had eluded police dragnet since February 11, when the 
national security and provincial administration minister, Dr Chris 
Murungaru, gave an amnesty for the sect members to surrender. 
[Background Info. Kenya, page 964:a] 


c. 30 killed in cattle rustling incident: Despite 
several agreements between Uganda and Kenya to 
disarm pastoralists, cattle rustling along the border 
persisted, causing heavy human suffering. 


Kenyan police said members of Kenya’s Pokot community 
at the weekend attacked three villages in Kapchorwa district, 
eastern Uganda, killing over 30 people and torching some 300 
houses. They also stole cattle, and over 2,000 people were left 
homeless, local media reports said, April 15. 


Kenyan police spokesman King’ori Mwangi said such raids 
were common in the region during the current season when 
many communities were re-stocking their cattle. "These are the 
ones to be slaughtered when the young men are to be 
circumcised. So there are a lot of attacks," King'ori said. 


"In these pastoralist communities, the men and boys go out 
to look for pasture for the animais," he added. "The women and 
the children who remain behind have very little to eat. If you 
steal from them, they will become destitute. It is a whole problem 
of underdevelopment." 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background info. Kenya, page 1014:b] 


LIBERIA 


a. Four parties forge united front for polls: 
Four political parties have agreed to cooperate in 
forging a united front and field common candidates 


during the October general and presidential elec-. 


tions, it was reported, April 15. 


The parties said the precise nature and form of this process 
will be made known at a later date. According to a press 
statement issued, April 14, the Liberia Action Party (LAP), Unity 
Party (UP), the Free Democratic Party (FDP) and the Liberia 
Unification Party (LUP) signed a document committing them- 
selves to forging a United front during the forthcoming 
elections. 


The parties, in the press statement, said the decision to field 
common candidates is in response to the overwhelming demand 
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of the Liberian people to reduce the number of aspirants 
available to them. The parties added that the reduction in the 
number of political options simplifies the choices Liberians will 
make on elections day. 


The four parties said their decision to work together 
demonstrates that political tolerance, accommodation, and 
cooperation are indeed possible in Liberia for the common good 
of all Liberians. 


"In an environment of continued political conflict, divisive 
tribal tendencies, pervasive poverty, brutal armed incursions, and 
widespread illiteracy, the multiplicity of options sharpens tribal 
divides, undermines social cohesiveness, compromises politica! 
stability, and confuses voters," the parties said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Liberia, page 1002:a] 


MALAGASY 


a. Government upbeat over economic pro- 
gress: Following the political crisis which crippled 
the country’s already weak economy, the govern- 
ment has announced there had been significant 
growth in tax collections, loans to the private sector 
and foreign trade, it was reported, April 11. 


Director-general of the ministry of economy, finance and 
budget, Hajanirina Razafinjatovo, said in a statement: "Regard- 
ing sea port traffic in January and February 2003, the [eastern] 
port of Toamasina handled 418,000 mt, compared to a little more 
than 200,000 mt both in 2001 and 2002." 


He added that the number of new businesses had also 
increased over the year. The economy was hit hard by a power 
struggle when President Marc Ravalomanana challenged the 
previous incumbent, Didier Ratsiraka, over the result of the 
December 2001 presidential election. 


The eight months of political upheaval led to the loss of 
thousands of jobs, forcing many people onto the streets. While 
the government was upbeat about progress at the macro-eco- 
nomic level, the majority of people are still finding it difficult to 
recover from the aftershocks of the crisis. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


MALAWI 


a. President appoints new cabinet of national! 
unity: Malawi President Bakili Muluzi has appointed 
a new cabinet comprising members of the ruling 
United Democratic Front (UDF) and the opposition 
pei for Democracy (AFORD), it was reported, 

pril 9. 


Secretary to the President and cabinet, Alfred Upindi told 
journalists, April 9, when he announced the new cabinet at the 
Central Office of Information in Blantyre that apart from his 
constitutional power to appoint cabinet ministers, President Bakili 
Muluzi took into consideration the need to have a cabinet 
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comprising of men and women from different political groups and 
geographical areas. 


"The President does not want to appoint all ministers from 
one district or region. He has to ensure a national balance and 
unity," Upindi said. 


President Bakili Muluzi has appointed opposition AFORD 
President Chakufwa Chihana as second Vice President and 
minister of agriculture,- irrigation and food security. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


MOROCCO 


a. CPJ condemns attacks on journalists: In a 
letter to King Muhammad VI, the CPJ, April 17, 
protested the harassment and physical attacks on 
independent journalists in Morocco. 


Ali Lmrabet, director of two independent Casablanca- 
based weeklies, the French-language Demain and its Arabic 
sister publication Douman, has been subjected to an 
organized campaign of legal harassment by government 
authorities. 


Lmrabet told CPJ that police have questioned him twice. On 
April 1, police summoned him to a station in the capital, Rabat, 
and questioned him about recent articles that have appeared in 
his magazines, including an interview with Abdullah Zaazaa, a 
vocal opponent of the monarchy; a satirical photomontage of the 
wedding of former interior minister Driss Basri’s daughter; and 
an article about the royal court's finances. 


Lmrabet told CPJ that police accused him of "insulting sacred 
institutions." 


On April 10 , he was questioned again about the same 
articles. Lmrabet has not been officially charged with any 
crime. 


On April 11, Lmrabet said that police officers went to the 
offices of Ecoprint, the printing house that publishes Demain and 
Douman, and questioned the staff about the weeklies. 


‘On April 17, Lmrabet told CPJ that he was prevented from 
boarding a flight to Paris when two Moroccan secret service 
agents told him that they had orders to prevent him from leaving 
the country. 


RSF fact-finding team: Reporters Sans Frontiers (RSF) 
said, April 16, it would send a fact-finding mission to Morocco 
to investigate growing media repression in the country. 


"The authorities have increased their pressure on the 
independent media in recent weeks, with threats, harassment, 


summonses and legal action," noted RSF secretary-general 


Robert Minard. 


"The government has used the international focus on Iraq to 
return to its old’ repressive ways, and several journalists, 
including Lmrabet, have been the victims. We are very 
concerned," Minard said. 

(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[background Info. Morocco, page 1016:a] 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Assembly ratifies protocol on African 
parliament: The Mozambican parliament, April 16, 
ratified the protocol to establish a Pan-African 
parliament, despite reservations expressed by 
some opposition deputies. 


Introducing the ratification resolution, foreign minister 
Leonardo Simao said the protocol formed part of "an African 
vision oriented towards providing a common platform to African 
peoples”. 

Simao explained that initially the Pan-African parliament 
would be a merely consultative body, consisting of members 
chosen from each national parliament. At some stage in the 
future, however, it might acquire legislative functions, with 
members elected by direct universal suffrage. Each African 
parliament will be entitled to appoint five of its members (of 
whom at least one must be a woman) to the Pan- African 
parliament. 


The debate was a low-key affair. Most deputies supported 
the idea of a continental parliament but without any great 
enthusiasm. David Alone, of the former rebel movement 
Renamo, complained that the resolution was "a fait accompli", 
and that "the Assembly is being towed along behind the 
government, which enters into international undertakings without 
consulting parliament". 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


NAMIBIA 


a. Assembly approves budget: The National 
Assembly, April 16, approved the 2003-04 budget 
shortly after finance minister Nangolo Mbumba 
spoke out strongly against the “wasteful use" of 
financial resources by some government ministries. 


The Appropriation Bill will now be referred to the National 
Council for review before being sent back to the NA for final 
approval and enactment. 


Mbumba reminded all accounting officers "to adhere strictly 
to the financial targets and measures as clearly set by PEMP 
(Performance and Effectiveness Management Prograinme and 
MTEF (Medium Term Expenditure Framework) in utilisation of 
funds”. l 


He quoted President Sam Nujoma's State of the Nation 
address of March 31 in which he said "any wasteful use of our 
financial resources must be eliminated". 


"This means that line ministries need to spend within their 
ceilings and their expenditure should be prioritised in addressing 
the most urgent needs,” he said. 


Mbumba said "only requests for emergency spending" such 
as availing funds for drought relief’ should be considered for the 
rest of 2003. In respect to the huge salaries being paid to officers 
at state-owned entities, he said those appointed by government 
to be directors of boards "must at all times keep in mind that 
parastatals belong to the public”. 
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b. CCN leader blasts Iraq war:The general 
secretary of the Council of Churches in Namibia, 
Rev Nangula Kathindi, has condemned the war in 
lraq and television images "glorifying the killing". 

Kathindi, who is also chairperson of the Council of the 
Polytechnic of Namibia, was speaking at the institution's 
graduation ceremony in Windhoek, April 12. It was heartbreaking, 
she said, to see innocent lives disappearing in a flash. 


“It is even more distressing that the brutal killing is being 
justified and gloried on television for more than three weeks,” 
she told the more than 900 graduates and their families, friends, 
staff members and dignitaries attending the Polytechnic’s 8th 
graduation ceremony. 


t 
"For the war machinery and the powerful media it is one big 
computer game on television soon to be replayed on video," she 
said, adding she failed to understand how Christians could 
engage in such brutal acts. "We must condemn war and injustices 
because as human beings we have a moral obligation and 
responsibility to life, peace and the betterment of society". 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


NIGERIA 


a. Obasanjo takes commanding lead in presi- 
dential ballot: With results of the presidential 
elections released in more than half of Nigeria’s 36 
states, incumbent President Olusegun Obasanjo 
has established a commanding lead over his closest 
ee Muhammadu Buhari, it was reported, April 
21. 


Results from 21 states showed Obasanjo with 13.64 million 
votes— about 66 per cent—compared to 5.62 million for Buhari 
(about 27 per cent). The remaining votes, seven per cent, were 
shared by 18 other opposition candidates. 


The polls, April 19, also included elections for the post of 
state governors. Most of the state governorships declared so far 
have been won by the ruling party, which has made inroads into 
former opposition strongholds, particularly in the southwest. 


However, most opposition parties have protested against the 
results, alleging massive rigging by the ruling party through the 
use of government machinery. 


"What we have seen is no election,” Uche Ezechukwu, 
spokesman for the main opposition All Nigeria People’s Party 
(ANPP) said. “We have a situation where people express their 
will one way and it is rewritten another way by the government 
and electoral officials." 


Tinubu re-elected: Governor Bola Ahmed Tinubu of Lagos 
State has been re-elected to govern the state till 2007, it was 
reported, April 20. 


Results from collation centres in the 20 local councils in the 
state gave the governor a comfortable lead over his main 
challenger, Engineer Funsho Williams. 


According to the collated results available, April 20, Tinubu 
led Williams with about 178,000 votes. He is expected to be 
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formally announced the winner at the state collating centre at 
Queens College Hall in Yaba. The chief returning officer is Prof 
Ibidapo Obe, the vice -chancellor of the University of Lagos. 


For Tinubu, victory was full of bumps and curves as the PDP 
candidate gave him a hot pursuit. Williams won in five local 
governments: Ojo, Ajeromi-ifelodun, Amuwo-Odofin, Lagos 
Mainland and Badagry. 


In the last National Assembly election, the PDP only won in 
Badagry, while the AD won in all the other four councils, now 
captured by the PDP. In Epe, however, where the PDP won the 
parliamentary election, the votes swung back to AD, giving 
Governor Tinubu 19,000 votes to 15,000 scored by the PDP 
candidate. 


Election fraudulent, says Buhari: Ahead of the an- 
nouncement of the winner of the presidential election in the 
gubernatorial and presidential elections, April 19, the ANPP 
presidential candidate, Gen Muhammadu Buhari, has written it 
off, saying it was fraudulent. 


He said: "The fraud in the name of election that started on 
April 12, 2003 with the National Assembly elections continued 
on a much larger scale with the governorship and presidential 
elections last weekend." 


in a statement made available to Daily Trust, reacting to the 
gubernatorial and presidential polls, whose results were being 
announced piece meal across the country, General Buhari, 
stressed that there was no election. "We do not consider this to 
be an election by any stretch of imagination. We are still watching 
the unfolding drama and if things continue like this, we will most 
certainly not accept the results.” 


Giving a run-down of the electoral malpractices that had the 
potential of truncating the current civilian to civilian transition, 
like the previous failed attempts, Buhari said that elections were 
not held in several districts in the south-east and south-south. 


He remarked that in the few places where elections were 
held, result sheets were not provided, yet INEC results showed 
higher voters’ turnout than the National Assembly elections. 


3 kiled, 5 arrested in ilorin violence: Three people 
celebrating the victory of Dr. Bukola Saraki, in the governorship 
elections, were killed while five suspects have been arrested 
following a shooting incident which broke out after the an- 
nouncement of the election result, the state police commissioner, 
Alh Mohammed Dikko Abubakar, said in Horin, April 21. 


Fielding questions after the shooting, he described that 
several others have been admitted in hospital following the 
post-election crisis which erupted at Ajikobi compound, Ilorin. 
Alhaji Mohammed who appealed to the people of the state to 
be patient, said the police appreciated their good conduct in the 
elections and pledged that while full investigation has begun, 
the police would guarantee the security of life and property. 


Among those arrested over the incident was Surajudeen 
Akaje, declared wanted for arson and murder by the police, while 
four others are yet to be apprehended. 
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Daily Trust confirmed from the parent of one of the deceased, 
Kadiri Mashood that the children trooped out to celebrate the 
victory of Dr. Bukola Saraki, around the Ajikobi quarters when 
some armed men opened fire on the crowd throwing confusion 

‘into the area after three people mostly underaged were shot 
dead. 


Police arrest 12 over electoral malpractices: At least 12 
people were arrested in Yola during. the presidential and 
gubernatorial elections for contravening electoral laws, it was 
reported, April 21. 


The arrest, Daily Trust learnt, was mainly in Yola metropolis, 
and those arrested were accused of possessing excessive 
voters’ cards, inducing voters, and being in possession cf ballot 
papers. 


Also, confusion has continued to trail the counting of votes, 
with tempers rising among agents of different political parties 
over which vote should be considered invalid. Adamawa state 
police commissioner, Havif Ringim, while confirming the arrest 
of the suspects, however, stated that only three were arrested 
by the police. 


The three suspects, said the police commissioner, were found 
with excess voters’ cards and ballot papers. 


10 persons die as army opens fire: Pandemonium broke 
in Afikpo, headquarters of Kwande local government area of 
Benue State where at least 10 people had died when the 
Nigerian army opened fire after a scuffle. 


The incident which took place, April 19, did not take place 
at any poiling centre. In a spontaneous response, youths of 
Adikpo moved on a violent mass action burning houses and 
mutinying those suspected to have taken part in what an eye 
witness called "coming of the soldiers." 


A total of over eight houses had been burnt in the small nodal 
town about 60 kilometres from Benue’s commercial and 
traditional centre Gboko. The houses include that of former 
deputy governor of the state Ason Bur. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Nigeria, page 956:a] 


RWANDA 


a. Kajelijeli denies participating in killings: 
The former mayor of Mukingo commune in 
Ruhengeri, Juvenal Kajelijeli, told the International 
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) in Arusha, 
April 15, that he did not participate in the killings 
there as he was living in another commune at that 
time. 


Kajelijeli, told trial chamber two that he only got to learn of 
the killings from people in his other home in Nkuli and only went 
to Mukingo to try and evacuate his family. He said that he had 
moved to Nkuli for security reasons. 


" had a feeling that violence was going to erupt and | 
immediately feared for my life", he said, adding that in the past 
he had been a victim of threats against his life. He said that his 
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fear increased when he learnt that the prefect of Ruhengeri and 
his family had been killed by the RPF together with Col Poncien 
Hakizimana. 


"| did not know what to do, and since the authorities had 
announced on the radio that people should remain at home, | 
remained in Nkuli", he said. 


"It was there that | first got to know that violence had erupted. 
| was informed by the head of Rwankeli Adventist mission, 
Pheneas Karekezi, that gangs of people had besieged his 
mission", Kajelijeli said. 

Kajelijeli said a messenger from one of the local courts 
informed him that Tutsis in Kinyababa had been attacked and 
killed by people from neighbouring Rukomo sector. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Rwanda, page 1004:b] 


SOMALIA 


a. Mandate of UN arms embargo panel 
extended: The UN Security Council has ordered 
an extension of the mandate of the UN panel of 
experts investigating violations of the arms embargo 
against Somalia for a further six months, it was 
reported, April 9. 


UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan named the three-member 
panel in September 2002. The UN imposed the embargo in 1992, 
following the outbreak of civil war in Somalia. 


According to a UN press statement, the Council's decision 
comes after it considered a report presented by the panel in 
March. 


According to the report, the embargo was consistently being 
breached, and it recommended that the Council send a clear 
signal that ail future violators would face sanctions. 


The Council said the panel "was commissioned to identify 
those who continue to violate the arms ban both inside and 
outside Somalia, as well as their active supporters”. It authorised 
the panel to make specific recommendations in areas of 
expertise related to violations and measures to strengthen the 
embargo, 


"This includes exploring the possibility of establishing a 
monitoring mechanism with partners inside and outside Somalia, 
in close cooperation with regional and international organisa- 
tions, specifically the African Union," the statement said. 


The Council called on all Somali and regiona! parties to fully 
cooperate with the panel to enable it to discharge its mandate 
effectively. It asked the panel "to immediately report any lack of 
cooperation". 


{Background Info. Somalia, page 1017:a] 


b. Opposition rejects election results in 
Somaliland: The main opposition party in the 
self-declared republic of Somaliland, northwestern 
Somalia, has rejected .the results of the recent 
presidential elections. 
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The presidential candidate for the Kulmiye (Solidarity) Ahmad 
Muhammad Silanyo, the main challenger to incumbent President 
Dahir Riyale Kahin, has reporiedly said that he would not accept 
the results, because they were rigged, a senior party official said, 
April 21. 


"We cannot accept results we know to be false," the official 
added. "We are confident that we won. We are not contesting 
the way the poll was conducted. What we are contesting is the 
counting.” The Somaliland Election Commission (SEC), April 
19, declared Kahin of the Unity of Democrats (UDUB) Party the 
winner of Somaliland’s first multiparty presidential election, which 
was held on April 14. SEC officials, however, dismissed the 
allegations. "The elections were free and fair", Ahmad Adan Ali 
Godir, a member of the SEC, said, April 21. "All parties had 
agents present at each counting place who countersigned each 
result, so there was no rigging.” 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
(Background Info. Somalia, page 957:a] 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Anglo American, De Beers face $6.1 bn 
lawsuit: Diamond giants Anglo American and De 
Beers face a $6.1 billion lawsuit from former mine 
workers who say they were treated like slaves under 
the racist apartheid regime, the employees’ lawyers 
said, April 7. 


The suit follows the recent release of South Africa's Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission report, which said businesses 
that profited under apartheid should pay reparations or face 
lawsuits from victims. 

‘(See Analysis, page 1032) 


The Commission cited Anglo American, the country’s largest 
mining company, as an example of a corporation whose profits 
were enriched by "systematic violations of human rights". 


Black Anglo American and De Beers workers were paid less 
than their white counterparts, beaten and intimidated when they 
tried to unionise, and were not compensated for workplace 
injuries, said the lawyer. 


The case was filed in Nevada, Anglo America’s base in the 
US in order to get the company as an international body to 
account fully. l 


(SOUECE: Hindu, Madras) 


SUDAN 


a. Opposition groups meet in Asmara: Su- 
danese opposition groups, under the umbrella 
National Democratic Alliance (NDA), have met in 
the Eritrean capital Asmara to discuss Sudan’s 
peace process. 


Eritrean state media reported, Apri! 22, that senior NDA 
officials, including the leader of the Sudan People’s Liberation 
Movement/Army (SPLM/A) John Garang, were attending the 
meeting. 
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The SPLM/A spokesman in Nairobi, George Garang, con- 
firmed that the meeting was taking place. “They will be discussing 
current issues, including the peace process," he said. 


According to Eritrean radio, Al-Amin Muhammad Said, the 
secretary of Eritrea’s ruling People’s Front for Democracy and 
Justice (PFDJ), told the meeting his country supported the 
search for comprehensive peace in Sudan, and would "make 
boundless efforts to that end”. 


However, Muhammad Ahmad Dirdeiry, spokesman at the 
Sudanese embassy in Nairobi, said the Asmara meeting went 
against the spirit of the peace process organised by the 
regional Inter-Governmental Authority on Development 
(IGAD). He said an agreement, signed in October 2002, on 
the cessation of hostilities allowed for such a meeting to take 
place within Sudan and to involve Sudanese communities. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Sudan, page 1005:a] 


SWAZILAND 


a. Mswati invokes divine right of King: King 
Mswati Ill, sub-Saharan Africa's last absolute mon- 
arch, has reasserted the doctrine of the divine right 
of kings during an Easter celebration, it was 
reported, April 22. 


"Although the whole world is preaching democracy, it does 
not mean we have to follow them,” Mswati said. He dismissed 
democracy as a fad that has taken hold of the world, but which 
has no place in his realm. 


"Democracy is not good for us because God gave us our 
own way of doing things," said the king, addressing 400 pastors 
at Engabezweni royal village, 25 km east of Mbabane, the 
capital. 


Mswati wore an antelope loinskin and red feathers in his 
hair, designating royalty. Seated separately were five of the king’s 


_ nine current wives. 


The pastors represented religious sects that combine 
fundamentalist Christianity with traditional animists beliefs. 
Pastors used the occasion to say the Bible condones the 
Swazis’ sacred Incwala pageant, which is devoted to ancestral 
worship. 


Most speakers quoted biblical passages they claimed 
condemned non-monarchial governments. A pleased 
Mswati endorsed their views: “It is good that you have 
quoted verses from the bible which do not support multi- 
party democracy." His comments were greeted by loud 
shouts of the royal salute, "Bayete!" 


b. IPI condemns Swazi new censorship 
policy: The International Press Institute (PI), the 
global network of editors, media executives and 
leading journalists from over 115 countries, has 
called upon the Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) to strongly condemn the recent 
decision of the Swaziland government to introduce 
a new censorship policy. 


1030 African Chronicle 


According to information provided to IPI, on April 13, in a 
speech before parliamentarians at the House of Assembly, 
minister of information Abednego Ntshangase said: "The national 
television and radio stations are not going to cover anything that 
has a negative bearing on government.” 


The minister then went on to say that media which oppose 
the government will be prevented from airing their views. 


The ban on negative criticism of the Swaziland government 
will apply to both the Swaziland Broadcasting and Information 
Services, which operates all of the country's radio stations, and 
Swazi TV, the country’s only television station. 


In the words of Ntshangase, it has been introduced to prevent 
broadcasters from covering embarrassing stories involving the 
country's ruler, King Mswati II. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Swaziland, page 1018:a] 


ZAMBIA 


a. Constitutional Review Commission named: 
President Mwanawasa has appointed a 41-member 
Constitutional Review Commission to be headed by 
Lusaka businessman Wila Mung’omba. 


The commission is composed of 10 members of parliament, 
four traditional chiefs, lawyers, trade union leaders, clergymen, 
journalists and some citizens from the civil society, it was 
reported, April 18. 


Mwanawasa who announced the review team in a live 
address to the nation on ZNBC television, April 17, said the 
government believed that the Constitution of Zambia should be 
treated as national interest above factional interest. 


He directed that the report of the commission which should 
include a draft constitution should be given to him not later than 
12 months from the date of the appointment. The President said 
it was desirable that there should be the widest possible public 
participation in the formulation of the Constitution as well as in 
its operation. 


Those appointed include former UNIP chairman Gen King- 
sley Chinkuli as the vice-chairperson, Mrs Getrude Mukuwa 
Kalulu as secretary and Mrs Judy Mulongoto as deputy secretary. 


(SOURCE: Times of Zambia, Lusaka) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Govt working on draft Anti-Corruption 
Commission Bill: The government is still working 
on the draft Anti-Corruption Commission Bill which 
seeks to combat graft in the public and private 
sectors, the minister of justice, legal and parliamen- 
tary affairs, Patrick Chinamasa said, April 13. 


“We are still looking at the legislation aspect to operate the 
Anti-Corruption Commission,” he said. However, he would not 
say when the Bill would be ready given the growing calls for this 
to be speeded. Nor would he shed light on what progress has 
been made so far. He said legal experts were still working on 
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the powers of the commission, composition, the secretariat, 
functions, advocacy and promotion of the Anti-Corruption 
Commission. 


"We are still drafting legislation on the Anti-Corruption," 
Chinamasa said. "| can't say now when this will be completed.” 


in March the government adopted the principles of the 
Anti-Corruption Commission Bill which seeks to curtail graft in 
the public and private sectors. In the National Economic Revival 
Programme, the government said that corruption has become 
of serious concern in both the public and private sectors. 


Four immigration officers accused of corruption sus- 
pended: Four immigration officers have been suspended during 
the last six months for allegedly demanding bribes from 
foreigners in exchange for extensions to work permits, it was 
reported, April 21. 


Investigations are at an advanced stage. Chief immigration 
officer Elasto Mugwadi confirmed some staff had demanded 
payment for extensions from unsuspecting foreigners. "We laid 
traps and managed to trap a few of our workers who were 
involved," Mugwadi said. 


But while the simple process of extending a permit has led 
to corruption, the rigorous procedure to issue the permit in the 
first place is believed to be free of corruption. 


The first issue of a work permit involves approval from other 
ministries and departments and the number of officials spread 
across several ministries makes it impossible to cheat. 


Some immigrants who claimed they were made to pay bribes 
in foreign currency said many Nigerians and: Ghanaians were 
still living in the country although their temporary work permits 
expired two years ago. They said it was apparent that some 
were involved in criminal activities and illegal dealing in foreign 
currency. Mugwadi conceded that some foreigners who were 
granted temporary work permits were sometimes a nightmare 
as they went into hiding after the expiry of their six-month 
permits. 


"We do follow thern up and have them deported if their term 
has expired. We also make some follow-ups to find out if they 
are adhering to the required conditions." 


b. 3 killed, 94 assaulted in political violence: 
Three people were killed and 94 assaulted in 
politically motivated violence between January and 
March, according to the latest report from the 
Zimbabwe Human Rights Forum (ZHRF). 


The ZHRF, which groups non-governmental organisations 
working in the field of human rights, said it had also received 
reports of 11 cases of abduction, 131 of political intimidation and 
164 of violation of freedom of expression and movement, it was 
reported, April 17. 


About 76 cases of people being displaced from their homes 
by political violence were also reported in.the period under 
review. The report said 159 people were also tortured in March. 


There were also 260 cases of unlawful arrest in the period 
under review, with 103 of them reported in March alone. The 


April 9—22, 2003 


report said most of the victims of political violence were 
supporters of the opposition Movement for Democratic Change 
{MDC), with most of the perpetrators said to be ruling ZANU-PF 
activists and state security agents. 


The government has, however, denied the involvement of the 
police, army and central intelligence organisation in political 
violence. 


The ZHRF report attributed the sharp rise in political violence 
cases in March to the job stayaway called by the opposition MDC 
in March and the by-elections held in Kuwadzana and Highfteld 


at the end of March. "Disturbing incidents of violence and gross. 


human rights violations have been documented in the month of 
March, indicative that the human rights situation in Zimbabwe is 
deteriorating critically," the report said. 


250 treated for trauma, say NGOs: At least 250 people 
were treated in emergency rooms at various hospitals in Harare 
for trauma and injuries suffered at the hands of security agents 
_and Zanu-PF militants following the mass action in March, 
according to a coalition of local NGOs. 


More than 30 of the victims had to be admitted to undergo 
surgery, it was reported, April 10. 


"The lives of many Zimbabwe citizens are at serious risk if 
this level of state-organised violence and torture is maintained 
or increased the report said. 


"The methods of térture~and interrogation were systematic. 
These attacks are indicative of a systematic trend of brutal 
retaliation against dissent.” 


The report said the majority of the perpetrators were dressed 
in army and police uniform and were driven in military vehicles 
to the homes of their victims. "The victims taken by the police 
for questioning were handed over to Zanu-PF youth for further 
assault." The Zimbabwe National Army has exonerated its 
members from the alleged assaults. 


Labour union strikes over oil prices: Zimbabwe's main 
labour movement called, April 21, for a three-day national strike 
to protest fuel price hike. 


The union said the stoppage could go on indefinitely if the 
government did not reverse the increases. 


Lovemore Matombo, president of Zimbabwe's Congress of 
Trade Unions, said the ZCTU’s general council had unanimously 
decided to challenge a decision by President Robert Mugabe's 
government to hike fuel prices by more than 300 per cent. 


"The ZCTU is undertaking a peaceful three-day stayaway 
from April 23 to April 25, 2003," he said in a statement. 


"Unless the government gives in to the above demand (to 
reverse the price increase), the job boycott will be indefinite," he 
added. Zimbabwe is facing its worst crisis in more than two 
decades, with soaring unemployment and shortages of fuel, 
foreign exchange and food which many blame on Mugabe's 
policies. 


(SOURCE: Independent, Harare and Asian Age, New Delhi) 
[Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 1020:a] 


African Chronicle 1631 


REGIONAL 


a. ‘Eritrea, Somalia, Sudan, world’s worst 
regimes’: Eritrea, Somalia and Sudan are among 
the world’s most repressive regimes, according to 
the US-based independent advocacy group, Free- 
dom House, it was reported, April 15. 


In a report to the UN Human Rights Commission session 
under way in Geneva, the group has listed 16 countries and 
three territories it considers as the worst offenders in terms of 
civil liberties and human rights - among them China, Libya, North 
Korea ard Saudi Arabia. l 


The report said that in 2002, President Isayas Afewerki of 
Eritrea continued the "repressive policy of allowing no opposition 
or independent organisations in the political or civil sphere”. It 
said the ruling Popular Front for Democracy and Justice (PFDJ) 
- the sole permitted party - had “taken significant steps 
backwards" rather than moving towards the creation of a 
democratic political system. 


"Arbitrary arrest and detention are problems," the report said. 
"The government has maintained a hostile attitude towards civil 
society and has refused international assistance designed to 
support the dévelopment of pluralism in society." 


It added that Eritrea’s political culture "places priority on 
group interests over those of the individual", noting that the policy 
had been forged by years of struggle against outside occupiers 
and “austere attachment” to Marxist principles. 


b. Togo forum calls for election bank in 
Africa: The over 120 observers who attended a 
3-day Forum on the Electoral Process in Africa have 
suggested the establishment of a common elections 
development bank into which all African countries 
will contribute material and financial resources to 
promote the independent financing of elections on 
the continent. 


They suggested that it would "help reduce over dependence 
on foreign aid for elections which, in some cases, goes a long 
way to compromise ‘the sovereignty of African nations," it was 
reported, April 9. 


The election experts also suggested that the best way of 
preventing the ugly spectre of political violence on the continent | 
was for respective governments to give official recognition to the 
status of opposition political parties as: alternative political 
institutions standing by to peacefully replace the government of 
the day after democratic elections. 


For this reason, they should be involved in all preparatory 
stages of the electoral process, including the drafting of electoral 
laws, and constituency boundary demarcations. 


As a further means of preventing the resurgence of political 
violence, they emphasised the need by the African Union and 
all sub-regional organisations to formulate a code of conduct for 
political leaders before, during, and after elections. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa and East African, Nairobi) 
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ANALYSIS 


Apartheid regime in SA offered ‘Black Bomb’ to US 


bioweapons has been highlighted by The Washington Post 
at a time when the weapons of mass destruction are being 
considered a peculiar lraqi speciality. 


iE South African White minority regime’s lethal legacy of 


In an extraordinary two-part investigative report, the daily 
uncovers a failed transaction between the White South African 
scientists who had worked on the apartheid regime's secret 
Project Coast and wanted to sell bioweapons to the CIA in 2002. 


The report unmasks the secret terror machine of the White 
minority regime which tried to develop bioweapons targeting 
Blacks only. This would have been appropriately called the Black 
Bomb. This sinister attempt to use a biological weapon that would 
automatically pick targets based on skin colour may shosk even 
the nuclear haves. 


And it was Nelson Mandela who was described for long as 
"terrorist" by important American and British leaders at a time 
when the White minority government had perfected weapons of 
mass destruction. 


Of course, when the prospects of the Black majority rule 
appeared, the South African government suddenly realized the 
importance of nuclear disarmament and saw to it that the nuclear 
weapons capability did not fall into the hands of the coming 
Nelson Mandela government. Thus the world which saw an 
“Islamic Bomb" could not see a "Black Bomb". South Africa 
announced the destruction of its nuclear weapons programme 
in 1993 and international observers were flown into verify the 
event. 


The Fost report revives suspicion about Israel's cooperation 
with the apartheid regime in the area of weapons cf mass 
destruction. The South African scientist who was once the 
commander of the biological weapons programme told US 
officials he had learned a novel technique from Israeli govern- 
ment scientists, a claim that could not be verified independently, 
the report says. 


Israel denies all such claims and also that israel assisted 
South Africa with the development of its nuclear weapons 
programme. However, the report refers to extended trips made 
to Israel in the 1980s by two members of the South African 
biological and chemical weapons programme. 


A US government weapons analyst told the Post that both 
Israel and South Africa at the time shared a similar mindset: 


both saw groups inside their own borders that threatened the 
country’s survival. 


The disclosures by the The Washington Post about the South 
African weapons and expertise having slipped into private hands 
and being available for sale comes days after US Secretary of 
State Colin Powell in his presentation in the UN Security Council 
lauded the dismantling of the programme of weapons of mass 
destruction by the de Klerk government. Powell held up South 
Africa as a model for iraq and other nations, saying that it was 
"what real disarmament looks like". 


it appears that it was hardly a model since the expertise and 
documents related to the biological and chemicals weapons 
slipped into private hands. 


South Africa’s "Doctor Death" who approached the US 
agents with an offer to pass on pathogens and expertise spoke 
candidly about the work of the laboratory and plans for epidemics 
to be sown in Black communities and of cigarettes and letters 
that were laced with anthrax. He revealed a novel anthrax strain 
that could fool detection tests. A retired CIA officer procured a 
sample and couriered the microbes in a toothpaste tube to 
America. The FBI was promised scores of additional vials 
containing the bacteria that cause anthrax, plague, salmonella 
and botulism. 


“All were to be delivered to the US government for 
safekeeping and to help strengthen US defences against future 
terrorism attacks". 


The lethal sample was safely delivered and tested in US 
laboratory but the deal failed as the US officials did not like the 
price—$5 million and immigration permit for the South African 
scientist and up to 19 associates and family members to come 
to the United Sates. The FBI agents informed the South African 
authorities, who twice investigated the scientist but never 
charged him. The FBI decision was criticized by some non-pro- 
liferation experts who say that it is better that the South African 
scientist cooperated with the Untied States rather than with 
“rogue elements" in other parts of the world. 


The Washington Post reporters in Pretoria could not find an 
answer to the question: “Who controls the microbes now?" They 
were told that South Africa is still struggling to answer basic 
questions about the kinds of weapons developed under Project 
Coast, how they were used and what happened to them. 


-—-L. K Sharma in Washington/ Deccan Herald, Bangalore, April 22. 
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ANGOLA 


a. British MPs seek peace consolidation: Four 
visiting British members of parliament, May 3, 
started to identify mechanisms to strengthen the 
Angolan peace process assessing issues like the 
disarmament, demobilisation and reintegration of 
the former soldiers. 


The chief aim of the programme is to gather information to 
aliow the MPs exert a more active role in attracting the British 
parliament interest in Angolan affairs. 


The visiting MPs met Angolan politicians and members of 
the civil society and non-governmental organisations for a better 
understanding of the actual situation in Angola, including a survey 
on the humanitarian status of the country. 


The visit will end on May 10 with the MPs expected to 
prepare a report to the British parliament and the European 
Union. 


b. Refugee repatriation in June: About 170,000 
Angolan refugees in the neighbouring Namibia, 
Congo (DR) and Zambia will be repatriated from 
June, according to the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees. 


The repatriction process, which is the first one since the end 
of war in April 2002, is being prepared by the Angolan 
government in conjunction with the UNHCR and other interna- 
tional organisations, it was reported. 


UNHCR will be in charge of organising the transportation of 
people from the refugee camps in the those countries to the 
reception areas in Angola. 


The majority of the refugees intends to settle in the districts 
located near the border with the respective countries of origin. 
During their stay at the transitional reception areas they will be 
registered and taken to the zones of their preference. 


The ex-refugees will be initially assisted with a foodkit and 
construction material to start their integration in the country’s 
social and productive life, before they are provided with 
agricultural kits and seeds to make them self-reliant in food. 

(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 
[Background info. Angola, page 986:a] 


BURKINA FASO 


a. Meningitis cases on the decline: An out- 
break of meningitis in Burkina-Faso that has killed 
over 1,000 people since October 2002, has shown 
signs of declining, health officials said, May 2. 
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The number of new cases recorded has declined from 441 
a week te 291, they said. No health district was in an epidemic 
situation - where at least 10 cases are reported per 100,000 
inhabitants. 


However five districts out of 53 in the country remained "on 
alert" with five to eight cases reported per 100,000 inhabitants. 


Altogether, 7,846 cases have been reported since October 
2002, and 1,184 victims of the disease, which causes an 
inflamation of the brain, have died. 


Health minister Alain Yoda said two million doses of vaccines 
obtained through the World Health Organisation (WHO) to 
combat the W135 and the A, C strains of meningitis had helped 
contain the epidemic. 


The government has only vaccinated people in the worst 
affected areas because it does not have enough doses to cover 
the whole country. 


WHO reported, May 1, that 32 of Burkina Faso’s 53 districts 
had been affected by meningitis since January. 


Yoda, however, warned that the disease was a permanent 
problem in Burkina Faso, which lies on the African meningitis 
belt that stretches across the dry savannah region from Senegal 
in the west to Ethiopia in the east. 


Malaria kills 5,000 people every year: Malaria remains 
the main cause of death in Burkina Faso, affecting half a 
million people every year and killing 5,000, health officials 
said, May 1. 

According to the health ministry, 500,000 people in the 
country suffer from the mosquito-borne disease every year, 
50,000 of them severely. Altogether 5,000 Burkinabe die every 


, year as a direct result of malaria and the disease accounts for 


43 per cent of all medical consultations in the country. 


Children are particularly hard hit. According to the health 
ministry, 63.5 per cent of all patients admitted to hospita! for 
malaria are children under the age of five. 


“Malaria remains a major public health problem because it 
is still the main cause of admission, consultation and death in 
most of our health centres", the health minister Alain Yoda said 
recently. 


“Malaria is still an obstacie to development as it causes 
deaths and prevent children from going regularly to school," he 
said. 

To tackle the problem the health ministry, in conjunction with 
the World Health Organisation (WHO) is distributing 50,000 free 
pesticide-impregnated mosquito nets to pregnant women in three 
districts of Burkina Faso. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Burkina Faso, page 1022:a] 
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BURUNDI 


a. Parliament elects Vice-President: The Bu- 
rundian National Assembly and Senate have con- 
firmed Alphonse Marie Kadege of the Uprona 
political party as the country’s next Vice-President, 
Radio Burundi reported, April 25. 


Kadege was nominated for the post by the National 
Assembly, the Senate, the office of the President and the office 
of the Vice -President in accordance with the transitional 
constitution, following the failure of the Group of 10 Tutsi parties 
(G10) to agree on a candidate. 


Under the terms of the Arusha accord for peace and 
reconciliation, the Vice-President during Burundi's second tran- 
sitional phase, which is due to begin on May 1, must be a Tutsi, 
while the President will be a Hutu. President Pierre Buyoya, a 
Tutsi, is due to hand over power to his deputy, Domitien 
Ndayizeye, a Hutu, on May 1. Kadege will take up his post at 
the same time. 


No more coups, says Buyoya: President Pierre Buyoya, 
who is due to leaves office on May 1, said, April 23, he would 
never try to regain power by force in the future. 


"| will continue to remain active in politics, and | will be a 
candidate once elections are organised in five to six years," he 
told reporters. For now, he said, he would serve as a senator. 


Buyoya seized power in two coups: in 1987 when he ousted 
President Jean-Baptiste Bagaza, recently released from house 
arrest; and in 1996 when he ousted Slyvestre Ntibantunganya, 
a Hutu. 


Buyoya said that Ndayizeye and his Vice-Presidert desig- 
nate, Alphonse Kadege, would have tough tasks ahead of them 
such as eradicating poverty and ending the war. Nevertheless 
he expressed optimism for the future. 


" am confident they could return the country to peace 
because they are supported by their respective parties, Frodebu 
and Uprona, which are strong parties." he said. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Burundi, page 1009:a] 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Schools reopen after 6-month teachers’ 
strike: Schools reopened in the Central African 
Republic, May 5, after a six-month strike by teachers 
demanding immediate partial payment of their 
salary arrears. 


An agreement to resume teaching was reached, April 30, 
between the Interfederale des Enseignants de Centrafrique, an 
umbrella body representing five trade unions and the ministry of 
education. 


Michel Kpingo, the union’s spokesman said, May 3, that the 
teachers agreed to resume work without demanding that the new 
government pay most of the arrears immediately. He said the 
teachers took the decision because they helped overthrow 
President Ange-Felix Patasse on March 15. 
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"As we contributed a lot to the change and as we are 
represented in the transitional government, we decided to end 
the strike," Kpingo said. 


Education minister Bevarah Yala has agreed to transport 
teachers to their posts in other parts of the country. Like hundreds 
of thousands of other people in the north of the country, teachers 
and their pupils fled their homes when Bozize launched his drive 
in October 2002 to topple Patasse’s government. 


Teachers began their indefinite strike in October 2002, 
demanding the immediate payment of nine months of salary 
arrears. But Patasse recruited unqualified teachers to break the 
strike. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


COMORO ISLANDS 


a. Political uncertainty hits economy: The 
ongoing row over political power in the Comoros 
has weakened the country’s already fragile econ- 
omy, as traders on Grande Comore took to the 
streets in protest against double taxation, it was 
reported, April 10. 


"The strike was a way of showing authorities that business- 
men on the island are tired of this confusion. Commercial traders 
are unsure who they should obey, because on the one hand the 
island authorities are demanding that they pay their taxes, while 
the Union administration is also asking to be paid,” former 
politician Abdorahim Said Bacar said. 


Since the devolution process in 2002, in which the islands 
of Moheli, Anjouan and Grande Comore were granted their own 
local presidents, tensions have heightened over how the 
separation of powers between the local presidents and the Union 
president should work. 


Bacar said the strike was the result of uncertainty over 
whether the island’s administration or the government of the 
Union of the Comoros had the right to collect taxes. 


“It is not only the commercial sector that is affected by this 
confusion. A number of other sectors in. the country are equally 
frustrated. 


"The problem lies in the fact that the agreement that gave 
each island control of its own affairs is vague. Also, there seerns 
to be no attempt by the leaders to resolve this problem. This 
does not help the economy,” Bacar said. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Comoro Islands, page 974:a] 


CONGO 


a. 2,300 Ninjas surrender: At least 2,300 rebel 
Ninja soldiers have surrendered with their weapons 
in recent days in the Pool Region of the Republic 
of Congo, according to the communications depart- 
ment of the Congolese Armed Forces . 

This followed a peace agreement reached on March 17, 


between the government in Brazzaville and the Ninja leader, the 
Rev Frederic Bitsangou, alias Pasteur Ntoumi, the military said. 
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On April 28, 812 rebels handed their weapons over to military 
authorities in Missafou, a small town on the Congo-ocean railway, 
some 110 km southwest of the capital, Brazzaville. Recently at 
least 1,500 rebels also surrendered in the town of Mindouli, some 
200 km from Brazzaville. 


Speaking during a ceremony to welcome the ex-combatants, 
commerce minister Adelaide Moundele-Ngollo - originally from 
Pool - congratulated the former rebels for "choosing the path of 
peace". She played a key role in negotiating a cessation of 
hostilities with the Ninjas. She said the peace process was now 
"irreversible" and that the government's treatment of the 
demobilised fighters was a sign of good faith on the part of 
authorities, which should encourage remaining Ninjas to disarm. 


A Ntoumi associate, Bernard Misiki, said the demobilised 
soldiers sought nothing more than "the socio-economic reinte- 
gration promised by the government”. He pledged that even 
greater numbers of Ninja combatants would emerge from their 
positions in the forests of the Pool Region in the coming days. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
{Background Info. Congo, page 1011:b] 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Security Council voices concern over Ituri 
crisis: The members ofthe United Nations Security 
Council, May 5, voiced concern about the situation 
in the Ituri region of the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DRC), calling on all sides in the conflict to 
end actions that might undo a fragile ceasefire pian 
in the area. 


Council members “urged all Congolese parties and all states 
in the region to support the process initiated by the Ituri 
Pacification Commission and to refrain from any activity which 
could undermine this process," the President of the 15-nation 
body, ambassador Munir Akram of Pakistan, said in a press 
statement. 


"They reiterated that Uganda must fulfil its commitment to 
withdraw its forces from the Ituri area.” 


Commending the efforts of the UN Organization Mission in 
the DRC (MONUC) and expressing their full support for the 
Mission, Council members also condemned “in the strongest 
terms" all threats and harassments to MONUC personnel on the 
ground, ambassador Akram said. They also expressed their 
condolences over the deaths of MONUC personnel from the 
Russian Federation and China, and the injuries received by a 
Rumanian member of the mission. 


Council members also denounced the violence that took 
place recently in the Kivus and demanded that such acts of 
violence cease immediately. They “stressed that actions such as 
support to armed militias and fuelling of ethnic tensions are totally 
inconsistent with nationa! and local efforts at peace unification 
and reconciliation, and must end immediately," the Council 
President said. 


Militia attacks peacekeepers, hundreds flee: The rising 
tension in Congo’s Ituri region took a dramatic twist, May 4, when 
Lendu militia descended on Bunia town, sparking a massive 
exodus of civilians. 
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By daybreak, the United Nations forces supposed to secure 
the area had aiso fled. 


Bunia sources said the Lendu militia vandalised the home 
and offices of the Hema king, Kawa Mandro Panga. They looted 
offices and homes of the Hema businessmen. About 8,000 Hema 
took refuge at the UPDF detachment at the airport. The Lendu 
also raided and vandalised the Bunia office of the United 
Nations’s Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA), 


UN soldiers guarding the office fled and others in the area 
rushed to the safety of the UPDF at Bunia airport. Brig. Kale 
Kaihura, the overseer of UPDF operations in Ituri, was, May 5, 
reportedly attending meetings with MONUC officers. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
{Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1011:a] 


DJIBOUTI 


a. Editor arrested again: Daher Ahmed Farah, 
editor of the newspaper Le Renouveau and presi- 
dent of the Movement for Democratic Renewal and 
Development was arrested in Djibouti, April 20, and 
placed in solitary confinement at Gabode prison. 


The authorities have once again chosen the most repressive 
means to punish a journalist, said Reporters Sans Frontiers 
(RSF). The organisation believes that Farah did nothing more 
than express his opinion. 


RSF recalled that according to a United Nations document, 
"as punishment for the peaceful expression of an opinion, a 
prison sentence constitutes a serious human rights violation.” 
The organisation also urged the authorities to do everything in 
their power to ensure the journalist's prompt release and to 
introduce measures guaranteeing press freedom in the country. 


According to information collected by RSF, Farah is being 
detained in cell 13 at Gabode prison, in Djibouti. His family was 
allowed to visit him. 


The journalist has not been officially charged, but according 


‘to several witnesses, Gen Zakaria Cheik Ibrahim reportedly filed 


a complaint against Le Renouveau after it published an article 
that was critical of him. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


ERITREA 


a. British national killed: A British national 
working in Eritrea was killed in the western Bisha 
area, the British embassy in Asmara said, April 24. 


Timothy Nutt was working for the Canadian Nevsun company 
which is mining for gold in the area. The British ambassador, 
Mike Murray, said that the Eritrean authorities were investigating 
the murder and the embassy was in ciose contact with the 
government regarding the matter. 


"We will not speculate about the cause of his death," the 
ambassador said. 

A statement issued by Eritrea’s foreign ministry blamed the 
radical Eritrean Islamic Jihad Movement (EIJM) for the killing. 
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"It is clear that this cowardly act of terror is designed to 
discourage investment in Eritrea by terrorising foreign investors," 
the statement said. 

"The government of Eritrea extends its condolences to the 
family of the deceased and vows that it will hunt down the 
perpetrators of this crime." 

Eritrea's minister of energy and mines, Tesfai Ghebreselassi, 
expressed shock over the killing, which he described as a 
“heartbreaking act of savagery”. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa, 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Editor suspended: Tsege Gebreamlak, the 
editor-in-chief of The Ethiopian Herald, was sus- 
pended, April 29, by the Ethiopian Press Agency. 


According to reports reaching Addis Tribune, his office was 
also sealed and his deputy, Kisut Gebre-Egziabher, appointed 
editor-in-chief of the English-language government daily. 

Tsege Gebreamlak had written a note from the editor in 
issue, April 26, of The Ethiopian Herald in reply to two readers 
of the newspaper concerning the Ethiopian Press Agency. 

An observer had commented cn the editorial page that a 
medium wose journalists did not have the freedom to call a 
Spade a spade could never be of much help in the fight for 
transparency, accountability and the rule of law. 

Asked what he would say on the matter and whether he was 
afraid to comment, Tsege Gebreamlak had ventured the following 
opinion: “In my view, the situation in the Ethiopian Press Agency 
is rather worse than what you have mentioned. For many, the 
working environment of the agency is increasingly being turned 
into a little short of a nightmare.” 


b. Election board chief arrested on corruption 
charges: The head of Ethiopia’s National Election 
Board has been arrested on charges of corruption 
and is expected to appear in court, it was reported, 
April 30. 

Assefa Birru was held, April 28, at the central police 
department in Addis Ababa after being accused of ebuse of 
power b, the Federal Ethics and Anti-Corruption Commission. 

This is one of the most high profile arrests by the 
anti-corruption task force. Assefa is also the first person in the 
country to be charged with "obstructing" its work. 

"Let this be a warning to other officials," Abraham Gozguze 
from the commission said. “Unless we fight corruptior we will 
not build this country." 

Assefa faces a single charge of abuse of power and also 
obstructing the work of the two-year-old anti-corruption commis- 
sion. If convicted on both charges, Assefa could face a maximum 
of 25 years in jail and face a fine of 40,000 Ethiopian birr (US 
$4,600). 

"We are also investigating an embezzlement and fraud in his 
office," Abraham said. 

He said Assefa had been under investigation for two months, 
but added that his arrest had no implications for elections in 
Ethiopia, neither was it related to election irregularities. 
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c. Artist Skunder Boghossian dead: Ethiopian 
artist and pioneer of modern African art Alexander 
Skunder Boghossian was pronounced dead at 
Howard University Hospital in Washington, May 5. 


The cause of death is still unknown but the 66-year-old artist 
has been suffering from several ailments that have resulted in 
regular hospitalization in recent years. 


Boghossian is widely considered the patriarch of a generation 
of Ethiopian artists. "It is a great loss,” said one of them, 
Kebedech Tekleab. 


The phrase is being echoed throughout the artistic commu- 
nity. "This is an enormous loss," said William Karg, who has 
represented Boghossian in New York for the past 16 years. Karg 
who has represented more than 30 artists, said Boghossian was 
“far and away the most talented artist I've ever represented.” 


"For me, Skunder is like a perpetual spiritual force... It is as 
if the ancestor and him have become one and the same,” 
Elizabeth W. Giorgis wrote of Skunder long before his death. 


She is collector of Ethiopian art who also works with Ethiopian 
artists in the United States. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 


GAMBIA 


a. Govt denies expelling UN refugee chief: 
Government has denied expelling the country 
representative of the United Nations High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees, it was reported, April 16. 


Minister of state for disaster preparedness Christine Aporu 
said the disagreements between government and the UNHCR’s, 
Saihou Saidy over the relocation of refugees from Kiryandongo 
to West Nile was a coincidence. 


"His term of tour has come to an end. He is moving to a 
new assignment," Ms Aporu told Parliament, April 15. The 
UNHCR, April 14, said the Gambian diplomat's term expires in 
October. 


Buikwe North MP Wagonda Muguli raised the matter. Muguli 
asked government to explain whether by expelling the UN 
diplomat government didn’t contravene the Geneva Convention. 


Muguli said that the Sudanese refugees were transferred to 
Kiryandongo in Masidi after the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) 
rebels sacked Acholi Pii camp in Pader district where they were 
being hosted. The camp was attacked first in 1996 and again in 
August 2002, leaving scores dead. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


IVORY COAST 


a. Government, rebels to discuss disarma- 
ment: The governmnent and rebels in Ivory Coast 
have agreed to meet on May 18 to begin discussing 
disarmament following the negotiation of a fresh 
ceasefire, a senior officer of West African 
peacekeeping forces in the country said, May 5. 


Lt Col Matthieu Bony of Benin, the chief of staff of ground 
forces of the multi-national force, said the two sides had agreed 
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to meet in the rebel capital Bouake, in central Ivory Coast, 380km 
north of the commercial capital Abidjan. 


He said the move was decided, May 4, at a meeting of 
government and rebel representatives with the French and West 
African peacekeeping forces in Tiebissou, a smali town close to 
the frontline between government forces, which control the south 
of the country, and rebel forces which occupy the north. 


A spokesman for the ivory Coast army confirmed plans for 
the Bouake meeting. He said that the latest ceasefire, which 
took effect at midnight, May 3, was holding firm throughout the 
country. 


However, Ousmane Coulibaly, the military commander of the 
Movement for Justice and Peace (MJP), one of three rebel 
factions in the north, reported clashes, May 5, near Danane, 
close to the western border with Liberia. 


Advancing government forces had burned two villages, he 
said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Ivory Coast, page 1024:a] 


KENYA 


a. One million rendered homeless as flood- 
ing gets worse: At least one million people have 
been displaced in floods that have swamped parts 
of western and Nyanza provinces, it was reported, 
May 6. 

And to avoid further loss of life, people living on the banks 
of the Tana River in Coast Province were asked to leave their 
homes after the river burst its banks, destroying 200 acres of 
crops. 


Thousands of refugees have been made homeless at Dadaab 
camp in Garissa following flooding. 


in response to the disaster which has seen more than 30 
people killed throughout the country, Vice-President Michael 
Wamalwa, May 5, launched an emergency fund for flood victims, 
as meteorologists predicted the rains will continue. 


Although they will ease in some areas - notably Nairobi, 
Central, North Eastern and the South East - forecasts show 
heavy rains will continue to pound the West, adding to the misery 
in Nyando and Budalang’i areas. 


Wamalwa described the plight of the flood victims as 
“desperate and bleak." Uasin Gishu in April received its heaviest 
rainfall in 51 years with 190 millimetres, compared to the 155 
mm that fell in 1954. 

b. Kenya uses education to curb FGM: Kenya 
is using a new educational programme to deter 
families from practising the old ritual of female 
genital mutilation (FGM). 


That tradition is based on the belief that the clitoris arouses 


unclean desires of the flesh and promotes promiscuity among 


women. 


Called “Ntanira Na Mugambo" or "circumcision through 
words", the ritual involves a weeklong programme of counselling 
and training to enlighten young women, especially adolescents, 
about the importance of personal health, hygiene and self-es- 
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teem and teach them what they need to know about reproduc- 
tion, communication and problem-solving. 

The effort to persuade women to abandon the tradition is 
part of a joint project undertaken by the Maendeleo Ya 
Wanawake Organisation of Kenya and the Programme for 
Appropriate Technology in Health. Both are committed to 
improving the health of women and their quality of life by 
eliminating the practice of FGM. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi and Statesman, Calcutta) 


LIBERIA 


a. Armed groups attack IDP camps: Armed 
groups, April 9, attacked two camps for internally 
displaced persons (IDPs), just outside Monrovia, 
according to information by the UN office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). 


One of the attacks targeted Jartondoh camp in Brewersville, 
just north of Monrovia. OCHA-Liberia quoted reports as saying 
that the attackers opened fire, killing three people and injuring 
scores of others, including an aid worker from the non-govern- 
mental Child Assistance Programme (CAP). 

The attack occurred as the Association of Evangelicals of 
Liberia (AEL) was distributing food to camp residents, and while 
OXFAM was distributing non-food items and holding a workshop 
in the camp, OCHA said. It said armed men drove away with a 
pick-up belonging to OXFAM after loading it with stolen food and 
other items. 

Two OXFAM staff members and some IDPs were abducted 
and used to carry looted items, OCHA said, noting however that 
one of the OXFAM workers - a woman - was later released. A 
vehicle belonging to AEL was also damaged. Most of the 
estimated 18,000 IDPs who had been living in Jartondoh fled 
towards Monrovia. 


b. WHO donates US$85,000 worth of drugs, 
equipment: The World Health Organization (WHO) 
has donated drugs, medical supplies and other 
equipment to the ministry of health and social 
welfare and 10 health posts in the country. 

The donation is valued at US$85,000. 

At the handing over ceremony, April 16, in Monrovia WHO 
representative in Liberia Omar J. Khatib said the drugs and 
medical supplies were donated to 10 health centres which he 
said provide invaluable health services, especially to the 
internally displaced. 

The Redemption Hospital, the John F. Kennedy Memorial 
Hospital(JFK), the St. Joseph’s Catholic Hospital, Clara Town 
Clinic, Duport Road Clinic, and the Star of the Sea Health Center 
were among Monrovia-based posts that received the items. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. CNE agrees on electoral calendar: 
Mozambique’s National Elections Commission 
(CNE) has approved a detailed calendar for all 
the key activities necessary for the municipal 
elections on October 28. 
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The calendar adopted by the CNE confirms the period June 
4 to July 4 as the dates for updating the electoral registers. 


All political parties, coalitions, and independent citizens’ 
groups intending to contest the elections must register with the 
CNE by August 4, and tho definitive list of candidates must be 
published by September 30. 


The CNE will publish the locations of all polling stations by 
October 3, and will distribute radio and television broadcasting 
time to candidates by October 13. 


The election campaign will take place from October 13 to 
October 25, followed by a 48 hour period in which campaigning 
is banned, supposedly to give the electorate a change to make 
up its mind before ballots are cast on October 28. 


The votes are counted immediately after the election, and 
November 7 is the deadfine for the CNE to announce the 
results. 


Meanwhile, Antonio Carrasco, general director of the CNE's 
executive arm, the Electoral Administration Technical Secretariat 
(STAE), has warned that planned expenditure oi. the e’ections 
will have to be cut. 


b. Supreme Court threatens media: The Su- 
preme Court has threatened to take legal action 
against media outlets that defame it. 


A letter signed by Supreme Court general secretary, Jose 
Maria de Sousa, published in the issue of the independent 
newsheet Mediafax, dated, April 14, complained that recently 
some of the media "have published articles that transmit 
untruthful information in what is really a libellous campaign 
against the Supreme Court, against the judiciary as a whole, 
and against magistrates and law officers". 


Publication of such articles, the letter continued, “is an attack 
against the right of citizens to truthful and objective information. 
it has a destabilising effect on public opinion, by generating a 
climate favourable to the vilification of the judicial system and 
those who serve it". 


“Given this situation, the Supreme Court reserves the right 
to act in terms of the law", concludes the message. The letter 
does not specify which of the media it has in mind, ner which 
specific articles have irritated the Supreme Court. 


c. Jailed journalist embarks on hunger strike: 
Jailed poet and journalist Amin Nordine has em- 
barked on a hunger strike, in protest at the appalling 
conditions under which he is incarcerated in the 
central Mozambican city of Beira. 


Nordine, who is the Beira correspondent of the indesendent 
newsheet Vertical, was arrested, April 23, and accused of 
"insulting the authorities. 


According to the Beira daily Diario de Mocambique, he began 
his hunger strike, April 28. 


After a’ night in the police cells, Nordine was transferred to 
the decaying Beira Central Prison.There he found over 800 
inmates living in squalor on a diet consisting largely of beans. The 
toilets, blocked and overflowing with excrement, are an evident 
menace to public health. 


“On Sunday (April 27) | vomited twice because | couldn't 
stand the smell of those bathrooms", Nordine told Cyario de 
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Mocambique. Vertical has been seeking the release of its 
correspondent since April 24. 


On April 25, the paper was told he had been released -~ but 
in fact a release order was issued and then withdrawn. 
Apparently it was signed by the wrong judge. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


NIGERIA 


a. Obasanjo declared re-elected: President 
Olusegun Obasanjo was declared re-elected, April 
22, aS opposition parties vowed to reject the results 
of a vote marred by violence and substantial fraud. 


Election officials said Obasanjo won balloting, April 19, with 
24.5 million, or 61 per cent, of the votes—nearly twice the 12.5 
million received by his main rival, former coup leader Muham- 
madu Buhari. 


Even before the results were declared, however, tension 
gripped the nation of 129 million people as officials of Buhari’s 
All Nigeria People’s Party issued veiled ‘threats to summon 
supporters to the streets. 


Party chairman Don Etiebet told reporters that party faithful 
wouid “act appropriately according to human nature." 


"We do not need to tell the people what to do," Etiebet 
added. "They will know what to do when their mandate has been 
trampled upon". 


Obasanjo, a former military head of state who was elected 
in a military-supervised election four years ago, is trying to create 
history by pushing Nigeria from one civilian administration to 
another The first such effort, 20 years ago, ended in a coup by 
the military which has ruled the country for most of its 43 years 
of independence. Obasanjo’s first task will be to convince 
Nigerians and international observers that his re-election repre- 
sented the will of the people. 


The European Union, April 22, which deployed dozens of 
poll monitors around the country levelled the harshest criticism 
yet about the election, which also included balloting for the 
governorships of all 36 of Nigeria's states. 


The voting was "marred by serious irregularities throughout 
the country and fraud in at least 11 states", EU monitors said. 


European poll monitors, it said, witnessed fraud that included 
"stuffing of ballot boxes, forgery of results, falsification of result 
sheets, ballot box snatching and a variety of other means of 
rigging," mainly in states won by Obasanjo’s People’s Demo- 
cratic Party. 


"The elections in (at least six) states lack credibility, and 
appropriate measures must be taken by the relevant authorities," 
the EU said. 


The EU's statement echoed similar concerns expressed 
earlier by American, Commonwealth and local poll monitors. 


Both ocal and foreign monitors have urged aggrieved 
candidates to eschew violence and take their complaints to 
electoral tribunals run by senior judges. l 


On April 22, Nigeria's electoral regulations expressed 
concern that criticism of the vote by local and foreign observers 
could help trigger violence. 
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“This is dangerous, especially for a country teetering on a 
crisis," said Hakeem Baba Ahmed, secretary of the Independent 
National Electoral Commission, who was at the news conference 
where the EU levelled its criticisms. 


Meanwhile, reports streamed into Abuja, the federal capital, 
that at least 16 people had been killed in election violence. 


In a separate incident, April 20, gunmen killed at least five 
people in an attack on the convoy of cars carrying lyabo 
Obasanjo, the President's daughter. 


A presidential spokesman said Iyabo Obasanjo escaped 
unhurt in the attack near the President’s farm in southwestern 
Nigeria. The spokesman said he did not know whether the attack 
was politically motivated. 


(SOURCE: Deccan Herald, Bangalore) 
[Background Info. Nigeria, page 1027:a] 


RWANDA 


a. Firstissue of newspaper seized: Reporters 
Without Borders (RSF) protested the seizure of the 
first issue of weekly /ndorerwamo and called on 
internal security minister Jean de Dieu Ntiruhungwa 
to return the seized copies of the newspaper 
immediately. 


"This prior censorship demonstrates that press freedom is 
not guaranteed in Rwanda," said Robert Minard, the organisa- 
tion’s secretary-general, in a letter to the minister. "Rwanda’s 
press law does not require prior authorisation to launch a new 
publication, only a written declaration, which /ndorerwamo 
provided," Minard noted. 


Police seized all the copies of /ndorerwamo on April 22, when 
they arrived from Uganda, at the border with Rwanda. Like most 
Rwandan publications, the weekly is published in Uganda, where 
printing costs are cheaper. Copies of other newspapers were 
allowed in without incident. 


Indorerwamo’s. representative, who was to take copies of the 
weekly to Kigali, was detained by police for several hours. The 
copies of the weekly were sent to police headquarters in Kigali. 
The paper's publisher, Ismael Mbonigaba, told RSF that police 
had given no reason for the confiscation. 


Mbonigaba was arrested on January 22 and imprisoned for 
five weeks for writing in another independent publication, 
Umuseso, that former Prime Minister Faustin Twagiramungu 
would stand against President Paul Kagame in the next 
presidential election. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SOMALIA 


a. UN team appointed to probe arms ban 
breaches: UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan has 
appointed a four-man panel of experts to investigate 
violations of the arms embargo against Somalia, it 
was reported, May 5. 


In a letter to the president of the Security Council, he named 
Edward Howard Johns of the United States, Mohamed Abdou- 
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laye M’Backe of Senegal, Johan Peleman of Belgium (also the 
group's chairman) and Pavanjeet Singh Sandhu of India. 


In April, the 15-nation body adopted a resolution to 
re-establish the panel of experts to look into breaches of the 
weapons ban covering access to Somalia by land, air and sea. 


The UN said the decision to re-establish the team, which will 
be based in Kenya, comes after the Council considered the 
panel's latest report. 


The report stated that even after signing the Eldoret ceasefire 
declaration in October 2002, most Somali factions - currently 
holding peace talks in Kenya - had continued to import or receive 
weapons in breach of the arms embargo. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Somalia, page 1028:a] 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Walter Sisulu dead: African National Con- 
gress veteran Walter Sisulu died on May 5 morning, 
ANC secretary general Kgalema Motlante said. 


He was to turn 91 in May. 


"You, Walter, are indeed like a miracle that God has made,” 
President Thabo Mbeki, quoting from An African Elegy written 
by Nigerian poet Ben Okri said, paying tribute to Sisulu at his 
90th birthday celebrations in May, 2002. 


Former President Nelson Mandela at the same ceremony 
saluted him for the life-long work he did for the ANC. 


"Walter Sisulu is a humble and selfless leader who taught 
us that wisdom comes from sharing insight," Mandela said. He 
came to Johannesburg from Engcobo, Transkei in 1929. 


He was only able to attend school until Standard Four (Grade 
Six) after which he studied on his own to improve his education. 
Sisulu became a mineworker in Johannesburg, working under- 
ground in arduous and dangerous conditions, sleeping in the 
grim barracks in one of the Reef compounds. His next job was 
in East London as a "kitchen boy”. 


He then returned to Johannesburg to work in a bakery for 
18 shillings a week. 


He picked up some information about trade unions and ended 
up leading his fellow workers on a strike for higher wages. 


b. Winnie, aide get 5 years jail for theft, fraud: 
A South African court sentenced anti-apartheid 
heroine Ms Winne Madikizela-Mandela to five years 
in jail with one year suspended, April 25, a day after 
she was convicted of fraud and theft. 


The prosecution had said a jail sentence was appropriate for 
Ms Madikizela-Mandela, 66, and her co-accused, broker Addy 
Moolman, but said the court should take her age into considera- 
tion. 


Ms Madikizela-Mandela immediately resigned from Parlja- 
ment and posts in the ruling African National Congress signalling 
the likely end of a maverick political career for a woman dubbed 
"the Mother of the Nation" for her fight against apartheid during 
her former husband Nelson Mandela's 27-year imprisonment. 


But according to a legal provision cited by magistrate Peet 
Johnson, Ms Madikizela-Mandela was likely to serve less than 


1040 


a year of her sentence in jail for her conviction on 43 counts of 
fraud and 25 of theft in connection with a $136.986 fraud scheme. 


State prosecutors said letters bearing Ms Madikizela-Man- 
dela's signature were used to secure loans for bogus employees 
of the Women's League of the ruling ANC, which she headed. 


Ms Madikizela-Mandela’s lawyers accused Moolman, bank 
staff and Women’s League employees of lying about her role in 
the scheme. 


They argued she was duped into participating in a fraud she 
knew nothing about. Both were also jound guilty of theft charges 
stemming from allegations that they set up a phoney funeral 
insurance scheme and then pilfered money from participants’ 
accounts. 


“The message has to be sent oul that this type of behaviour 
is unacceptable and will not be tolarated, no matter who the 
transgressor," Johnson said. Moolman, convicted on 58 counts 
of fraud and 25 of theft, was sentenced to seven years in jail, 
two of them suspended. 


Both were bailed for $1,370 pending appeals. Hundreds of 
people gathered outside the court, many chanting anti-apartheid 
slogans in support of Ms Madikizela-Mandela. 


Ranks of police, some in riot helmets, blocked off the court 
entrance under heavy security. 


Dressed in a beaded headband, white flowered kaftan and 
traditional bead necklace, Ms Madikizela-Mandela showed no 
' reaction as the sentence was passed. 


Johnson said Ms Madizela-Mandela was no "modern-day 
Robin Hood”, and said she appeared to have arranged the fraud 
to help friends and associates. He said he recognised her role 
in South Africa’s anti-apartheid struggle but that was not enough 
to get her off. "Only a fool would underplay the important role 
you played in our history," he said. 


Ms Madikizela-Mandela issued a statement immediately after 
sentence, saying she would resign her seat in Parliament, as 
well as her post as head of the ANC Women's League, National 
Executive Committee and other posts. 


“The ANC is my home. Its ideals are my passion and its 
endeavours to make South Africa a just society is a cause that 
| will not relinquish. | will remain a dedicated, committed and 
loyal member of the ANC," she said in a statement. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg and Asian Age, New 
Deihi) 


[Background info. South Africa, page 1005:c] 


SUDAN 


a. SPLA denies arming Kony: An official of the 
Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) has said 
his group is not secretly re-arming rebels of the 
Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) to fight the Kampala 
government. 


Paul Mayom Akec, a senior SPLA officer attached to 
Kampala office, said the reports that the SPLA started supporting 
the rebels after the Uganda and Sudan governments signed an 
agreement in 2002 to allow UPDF go into Sudan to flush out 
LRA rebels is totally baseless. 
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The protocol allows the UPDF to carry out a limited operation 
against LRA in southern Sudan. Akec who said he has been 
in the SPLA for the last 18 years said that Kony gets his arms 
from Tolit via Tolanya near Juba Garrison in southern Sundan. 
Juba is controlled by the Khartoum government. 

(See Analysis, Conflict over oil, page 1044) 

“Anybody who wants to know Kony’s source of arms should 
go to this place,” Akec said. Akec was on April 25 speaking at 
a consultative workshop on the Small Arms and Light Weapons 
(SALW) Menace in north-western Kenya, western and eastern 
Uganda and southern Sudan at Regency Hotel in Kampala. The 
workshop was organised by Uganda Joint Christian Centre 
(UJCC). 

(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
{Background Info. Sudan, page 1005:a] 


SWAZILAND 


a. SA royalists pledge fealty to Swazi King: 
Seventy renegade South African chiefs have 
banded together to campaign for their territories to 
be "returned" to the kingdom of Swaziland, it was 
reported, May 1. 

The chiefs jointly administer close to one million subjects in 
Mpumalanga’s rural Lowveld, as well as in the towns of Malelane, 
Barberton, Ermelo, Piet Retief, Badplaas and Pongola, and along 
KwaZulu-Natal’s borders with Swaziland. 

The disputed territory is South Africa's winter breadbasket, 
growing almost 50% of its export quality subtropical fruit, sugar, 
and maize. 

The secessionists - led by a core "cabinet" of nine senior 
Swazi princes - have resurrected a string of colonial and 
apartheid-era agreements to bolster their claim, including an 
original 1932 secession petition drafted by Pixley Seme, founding 
president of the African National Congress. 


The most potent weapon in their arsenal, however, is a 1982 
bilateral treaty detailing South Africa’s willingness to adjust the 
borders in return for Swazilands clampdown on liberation 
struggle activists. 

"The apartheid government was a pariah, but it was 
recognised as the |: gitimate government of the day and this 
treaty therefore has legal standing in international law," said 
Mfana Sibiya, the secessionists’ spokesperson. "In addition, the 
ANC in exile also formally acknowledged the territorial dispute 
in 1982 and pledged to resolve the matter in the spirit of African 
brotherhood and mutual solidarity when it achieved liberation.” 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


TOGO 


a. Eyadema chosen candidate for presidential 
election: More than 3,000 delegates of the ruling 
Togo People’s Rally co-opted from the 41 districts, 
April 25, unanimously elected Gen Gnassingbe 
Eyadema as the party’s candidate for the presiden- 
tial elections on June 1. 

The candidature came at the end of a one-day National 
Convention of the party held in Lome. 
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The 3,000 delegates all wore white caps and T’shirts with 
the picture of President Gnassingbe Eyadema embossed on 
them. The pictures did not show him wearing dark sunshades. 


The climax to the day- long convention came when after a 
marathon session, Kokou Tozoun, the Togolese minister for 
civil service, one of the rapporteurs of the party convention, 
took the podium to announce the unanimous resolution 


adopted by the delegates to elect Gen Gnassingbe Eyadema 


as their flag bearer. 


"President Eyadema is a man whose charisma corresponds 
positively with the destiny of his people," the minister declared 
amidst thunderous applause. “Today, our great party at its 
National Convention irrevocably nominates. by unanimous 
choice, the leader and founder, Gen Gnassingbe Eyadema, as 
its flag bearer for the 2003 presidential elections", he 
announced. 


Olympio barred from presidential! election: Togo’s best 
known opposition leader, Gilchrist Olympio, has been declared 
ineligible to contest presidential elections on June 1 because of 
technical omissions in his candidacy papers. 


Togo’s independent National Electoral Commission (CEN), 
May 1, published a list of seven candidates who met all the 
criteria to run for the presidency in Togo, a former German colony. 


Olympio, often referred to as the “historic opponent" of 
President Gnassingbe Eyadema was the only candidate barred 
from running. 


"CENI (Independent National Electoral Commission) denied 
the candidature of the leader of the UFC because two documents 
were missing from his dossier: the confirmation of residence 
certificate which we submitted, but which it said was not 
accepted, and the proof of up to date tax payments that we also 
presented", Jean-Pierre Fabre,the secretary general of Olympio’s 
party, the Union of Forces for Change (UFC), said, May 2. 


"We are going to appeal before the Constitutional Court but 
we do not expect much because the Court will not uphold the 
law", he said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


TUNISIA 


a. 23,200 tons of dates exported: Some 23,200 
tons of dates worth 56 million dinars have been 
exported up to November 23, 2002, in comparison 
with 21 million tons worth 47.5 million dinars, it was 
reported, April 9. 


The estimated export quota for the current season provides 
for more than 40.000 tons, in comparison with 38,000 tons last 
season, thanks to improvement in the quality of production and 
efforts to protect dates. In addition, the increasing consumption 
of dates during the holy month of Ramadan accounted for the 
rise in exports, notably to Arab and Islamic countries. 


The national production for the 2002-2003 season is of 
115,000 tons, including 70,000 tons of the deglet-nour variety, 
in comparison with 105,000 tons last season. The region of Kebili 
(south Tunisia) provides 65 % of the national production. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


African Chronicle 1041 


UGANDA 


a. Five killed in Bunia clashes: At least five 
civilians were killed in Bunia at the weekend after 
Lendu militias raided the home of chief Kahwa, one 
of the rebel leaders, it was reported, May 6. 


The fighting that lasted a few hours also spread to the UN 
compound before the Uganda People’s Defence Forces inter- 
vened to arrest the situation. 


According to Brig. Kale Kayihura, who has since returned to 
Bunia to oversee the pullout of Uganda's last troops, Ugandan 
soldiers were forced to send in a rescue team to save chief 
Kahwa’'s people. He said that the Lendu wanted to break into 
chief Kahwa's house but the people in the house called in the 
UPDF who responded immediately. 


The militias hurled a grenade at the UPDF but it did not 
explode. Brig. Kayihura said that as they retreated the militias 
raided the UN compound where they looted some property. They 
also killed some civilians. 


The BBC correspondent in Kinshasa reported, May 5, that 
five people were killed in the clashes. "This was just in the centre 
of town; where was the UN? They have 300 troops here and 
there are some police but they couldn't control the situation,” 
Brig. Kayihura said. 


He said that about 1,000 Hema have sought refuge at Bunia 
Airport following the increasing tension in the area. Brig. Kayihura 
told The Monitor, May 5, that the latest developments would not 
affect the ongoing UPDF pullout. 


b. Basoga is dead: Information minister Basoga 
Nsadhu was declared dead on arrival at the casualty 
ward, Mulago Hospital, April 30 night. 

Basoga has been on leave since April 15. Family members, 
April 30 asked the minister’s office to rush his personal 
physician, Dr. Okwera, to his Entebbe Road home after he 
developed some complications. Dr. Okwera made a preliminary 
diagnosis of pneumonia and put him under observation for two 
hours. 


After slow response fo first aid, Okwera referred Basoga to 
Mulago at around 7:00pm. He died on the way to the hospital. 


"We are devastated,” said Mary Okurut, the President's press 
secretary. Onapito Ekomoloit, the special presidential assistant, 
said, "It is a complete shock. It is a great loss to the country 
and particularly to the media fraternity.” 


c. MPs pass Universities Bill: Parliament has 
passed the Universities and Other Tertiary Institu- 
tions Amendment Bill 2002, which merges Uganda 
Polytechnic, Uganda National Institute for Special 
Education and the Institute of Teacher Education 
into Kyambogo University. 

Social services committee chairperson Dorothy Hyuha 
(Tororo), April 17, noted with concern the slow pace at which 
the Act 2001 was being implemented. 

She said the government had not appointed a chancellor to 
any of the four public universities. 


Ms Hyuha said charters or certificates of classification had 
not been issued to any university since the Act came into force 
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two years ago, adding that the governing councils of public 
tertiary institutions had not been established. The Act requires 
the National Council for Higher Education to prepare and publish 
the registers of universities and tertiary institutions that are 
registered and recognised but this kas not been done. 

The conimittee recommended that the Makerere University 
Business School (MUBS) be upgraded from an institution 
affiliated to Makerere University into a public university. It also 
recommended that institutions affiliated to Makerere University 
like Uganda Management Institute, be given university status. 


d. 3 fuel stations closed: Three petrol stations 
in the city were closed, April 17, by the Uganda 
Revenue Authority over evading about sh24m in 
taxes. 


The stations were closed by the Special Revenue Police 
Services (SRPS) in an operation led by Lt. Barigye Ba Hoku. 


Barigye said the filling stations were conduits for smuggled 
fuel used by Edward Mperese, a businessman. Mperese is also 
the proprietor of Samalien Hotels. 


The closed stations are Gelp Petrol Station in Kawempe, 
Petro Uganda in Bwaise and Gapcc in Ndeeba. 


Barigye said Mperese smuggled in 40,000 litres of petrol 
from Kisumu. He said documents used by Mperese indicated 
the petrol belonged to the Norwegian People’s Aid, which 
operates in Sudan. 


Barigye said Mperese could not be traced. 
(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


ZAMBIA 


a. Constituent Assembly to review constitu- 
tion: President Levy Mwanawasa has bowed to 
demands for a Constituent Assembly to review the 
country’s constitution. 


Mwanawasa, who had favoured appointing a Constitutional 
Review Commission (CRC) said, May 4, he would introduce the 
required Bills in parliament to pave the way for a Constituent 
Assembly. 


A Constituent Assembly would be made up of all members 
of parliament and from a shortlist of interested parties and NGOs, 
thus perceived as being "people-owned". Once the Constituent 
Assembly has been selected, a constitutional law dictates that 
a referendum is necessary for obtaining a mandate for the 
Constituent Assembly. 


However, the constitution also calls for a population census 
before the referendum to establish how many voters there are. 


Under pressure from a large section of civil society and some 
of his own cabinet ministers, Mwanawasa, May 4, told a meeting 
of commissioners due to be sworn into the CRC that he would 
send Bills to parliament to repeal laws that stand in the way of 
forming a Constituent Assembly. 


"If there are laws in the present constitution that impede what 
people want [a constituent assembly], | will pass a Bill over to 
parliament to amend such laws. If the Bill to amend such laws 
fails, you will know who the enemy is," he said, referring to 
members of parliament. 


{Background Info. Zambia, page 1030:a] 
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b. Former minister arrested for forgery: For- 
mer minister John Mwaimba was, April 16, arrested 
and charged on three counts of forgery and altering 
documents. 


Police public relations officer Brenda Muntemba said 
Mwaimba was arrested in the morning but was released on 
police bond. She said in the first count, Mwaimba is alleged to 
have on or about June 29, 2000 forged a letter of consent 
purporting the letter was signed by Veronica Nawa Musiwa 
when, in fact, it was not. 


In the second, Muntemba said Mwaimba is alleged to have 
altered the letter to one Gerahard Fourie, a manager at Sasol 
Fertiliser. Muntemba said in the third count Mwaimba was 
charged for altering a cancelled or exhausted document. 


President Mwanawasa fired Mwaimba from his cabinet on 
April 4, 2003 on account of his alleged use of invalid title deeds 
as security to get a fertiliser loan. State House spokesperson 
Arthur Yoyo who announced Mwaimba’'s dismissal said the action 
was on account of serious allegations made against him 
concerning the use of fake title deeds to obtain credit and his 
failure to discharge the debt. 


Ex-minister sued for $45,000 debt: Former deputy minister 
of lands Dalton Sokontwe has been sued in the Lusaka High 
Court for failing to settle a $45,000 debt which has been 
outstanding for eight years, it was reported, April 16. 


According to a writ of summons filed in the High Court 
registry, Nicholas Acton, the lender of the money, claimed that 
Sokontwe should pay back the loan with interest. Sokontwe is 
member of Parliament for Chembe. 


Acton said despite repeated reminders, Sokontwe had failed 
to settle the loan which had been outstanding since 1995 when 
he borrowed the money. 


(SOURCE: Times of Zambia, Lusaka) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. 3 Presidents meet Mugabe, Tsvangirai: The 
Presidents of South Africa, Nigeria and Malawi, May 
5, held separate talks with President Mugabe and 
MDC leader Morgan Tsvangirai aimed at reviving 
talks between the government and the opposition 
party. 

The talks were adjourned in May 2002, after the MDC 
petitioned the High Court seeking the nullification of the 2002 
presidential election won by President Mugabe. 


The three leaders jetted into the country in the morning, with 
the first to arrive being Nigerian leader Gen Olusegun Obasanjo 
who was immediately followed by South African President Thabo 
Mbeki. 

President Muluzi of Malawi arrived about two hours later and 
the three were then taken to State House for the talks. 

But before that, President Mugabe held a meeting with 
President Mbeki. After the ‘State House talks with President 
Mugabe, the three leaders met Tsvangirai at the Harare Sheraton 
in the afternoon. 

Contrary to the hype created by the media in South Africa 
and Britain, there was no reference to an early retirement by 
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President Mugabe, an exit plan, a transitional government or a 
government of national unity. Gen Obasanjo told reporters at 
State House that their mission was to see whether the 
Government and the MDC could resume dialogue. 


Tsvangirai attacks Mbeki: Zimbabwe's main opposition 
leader fired a broadside against President Thabo Mbeki, saying 
he had to “renew his credibility" ahead of his arrival in Harare, 
to try and help resolve the rapidly deteriorating crisis. 


Presidential spokesman Bheki Khumalo said Mbeki would be 
joined by Nigerian leader Olusegun Obasanjo and Malawi 
President Bakili Muluzi. 


Khumalo, however, denied press reports that the three 
leaders are visiting Zimbabwe to discuss possible regime change 
by facilitating a deal to secure President Robert Mugabe's 
retirement. 


Opposition leader Morgan Tsvangirai warned that Mbeki’s 
mission would be futile unless he and Obasanjo decided to be 
honest brokers in the crisis. 


“They have demonstrated in the past their total support for 
the illegitimate Mugabe regime," he said. Tsvangirai said his 
party was willing to give Mbeki and Obasanjo a second chance 
but emphasised that the two leaders had to "renew their 
credibility” to regain his party's confidence. 


"Their impartiality must be beyond question and there must 
be a practical and.tangible demonstration of their even-handed- 
ness in their dealings with the parties to the Zimbabwe crisis," 
he said. 


SA envoy urges talks on land reforms: Neo Masitela, the 
chairman of the South African Portfolio Committee on Agriculture 
and Land Affairs, April 29, said the major problem affecting 
Zimbabwe was lack of communication between the government 
and major stakeholders who are involved in the land reform 
programme. 


Masitela said Zimbabweans should promote dialogue among 
themselves whenever they are faced with problems. 


He was summarising presentations by agri-business dealers, 
and representatives from the General Allied Plantation Workers’ 
Union of Zimbabwe (GAPWUZ) and the Farm Community Trust 
of Zimbabwe (FCTZ) at Parliament. 


"There is clearly a serious lack of communication among 
yourselves as Zimbabweans," he said. "Most of the inputs you 
are making today could have been addressed if you had dialogue 
among yourselves.” 


Masitela said although the government had voted nearly $800 
million for agricultural development programmes, this had not 
been made public. He said this culture of working in silence 
_ posed a serious problem. 


He was responding to the presentations by agro-dealers, 
who told the South African delegation that Zimbabwean farmers 
did not have resources. 


The SA MPs are in the country to gather evidence from their 
Zimbabwean counterparts in the Portfolio Committee on Lands, 
Agriculture, Water Development, Rural Resources and Resettle- 
ment on how the government's land reform programme was 
progressing. 

{Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 1020:a] 
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b. Freedom of expression under siege: As 
Zimbabwe joined the rest of the world on May 3 to 
commemorate World Press Freedom Day, the 
country was probably facing its worst assault on the 
fundamental right'to freedom of expression. 


Zimbabwe's chosen theme for World Press Freedom Day, 
"The media we have is not the media we need", sums up the 
predicament the media and freedom of expression as a right 
find itself in the country. The siege, intimidatory and chaotic 
environment deliberately created by the department of informa- 
tion and publicity as far as information is transmitted in Zimbabwe 
has gone beyond rationality. The arrests of journalists under the 
new laws passed since 2000 surpass any other record in 
Zimbabwe and probably in the region. 


Zimbabwe now competes very well with such anti-media 
freedom sharks like Eritrea, China, Iran and Liberia. 


Although the year 2000 is largely seen as the turning point 
or watershed in the post independence history of Zimbabwe, 
2002 and 2003 provided a new set of challenges that have 
literally torn Zimbabwe apart. Not only is the country faced with 
seemingly insurmountable economic and political problems, 
specific to issues of media freedoms the environment has 
deteriorated even further. 


c. State bars burial of Zimbabwean killed in 
lraq: Zimbabwean authorities have barred the burial 
of a young Zimbabwean soldier who died in action 
while fighting for the British army in the war in Iraq, 
members of the family said, April 27. 


A relative of the dead soldier confirmed a report in the 
independent weekly Standard, April 27, which said that the 
office of the registrar of births and deaths had refused to issue 
a burial order for Irish Guards private Christopher Muzvuru, 21, 
because the family was unable to provide his passport. 


Zimbabwean law requires proof that a deceased person was 
a citizen of the country before it will allow the burial of repatriated 
body. Muzvuru was shot dead while he was alighting from his 
armoured vehicle during the British forces’ assault on the 
southern city of Basra on April 6. 


The relative said the body was repatriated by British defence 
ministry officials, and passed through entry formalities at Harare 
airport without hindrance. 


When members of the family applied for a burial order, they 
produced a letter from the Irish Guards which stated that the 
unit had been unable to find Muzvuru’s passport, but affirmed 
that he was a Zimbabwean citizen. 


However, the relative said, authorities at the births and 
deaths registry" are insisting that the original passport be 
produced". Keith Martin, a senior undertaker, said that the 
registry’s position was "not unusual". 


“This has been the law for many years. Only citizens can be 
repatriated and issued with burial orders, and to bury someone 
you have to have a burial order,” he said. 


d. 16,000 malaria cases reported: Nearly 
16,000 cases of malaria have been reported 
throughout the country since January as the effects 
of the just ended floods began to surface. 


R.N.I. No. DELENG/2000/891 
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The World Health Organisation's Southern Africa Malaria 
Control Programme (SAMC) has already focused increased 
malaria transmission and epidemics in the region with f[Aozam- 
bique and Zimbabwe being the worst affected, it was rapora, 
April 17. 


A ministry of health and child welfare spokesperson, Bright 
Mpofu, April 16, said 1, 345, 665 people were treated for malaria 
in 2002. 
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The ministry has since scaled up its campaign against 
malaria. A massive awareness campaign was launched, April 
17, and would culminate in the observance of Africa Malaria Day 
on April 25. 





The commemoration will focus on pregnant women and 
children, two groups, which are vulnerable to malaria. 


(SOURCE: Independent, Harare) 


ANALYSIS 


Sudan: Oil firms backed by troops wipe out whole villages 


crocodile-infested waters that are surrounded by a vast 
flood-plain—where the Nuer people of one Sudan have 
lived for centuries. 


Existence in this harsh environment has always been 
precarious, but for many years the Sudd swamp itself protected 
the Nuer against the greatest threat to their survival—ihe civil 
war that has been destroying the African south of the country 
since 1983. 


This changed when large deposits of low-sulphur crude oil 
were discovered in the heart of the Sudd, on the banks of the 
White Nile river. The difficult terrain of western upper Nile that 
had previously held no interest for the government suddenly 
became some of the most coveted land in Sudan. Government 
troops, militia forces and mojahedin holy warriors destroyed 
hundreds of Nuer settlements and drove tens of thousands of 
civilians off their land. 


Today a heavily militarised all-weather road paid for by oil 
companies has enabled the army io drive deep into western 
upper Nile. Flying over the oil road, the flood-plain grasses that 
used to nourish Nuer herds have been scorched in a campaign 
of forced displacement that continues to this day. 


Shortly after mid-day on January 20, the village of Tutnyang 
at the southern end of the oil road ceased to exist. Government 
troops, backed by artillery, stormed the village and fired 
indiscriminately on men, women and children. A woman who 
saw her infant daughter killed and her son wounded said dead 
bodies covered the ground as she fled. 


The main oil companies working in Sudan deny the killing 
that rids their concessions of anyone who might aid the rebels 
of the Sudan People’s Liberation Army. They say the land was 
virtually unpopulated, before they arrived to drill. 


Oil, potentially Sudan’s greatest resource, is today its curse. 
It is the main objective of a war that has always been about 
inequality between the Arab Muslim north, which exploits the oil, 
and the African, tribal south, which sits on it. 


|: is the world’s largest swamp—mcre than 18,000 sq km of 


In the first two years of oil production military spending 
doubled. The war became more violent, with a fierce increase 
in aerial bombardment and attacks by gun-ships. It spread 
too—to new oil fields further south. ` 


With most relief agencies driven away by the very conflict 
that brought . them to Sudan in the first place, there is no 
independent count of the deaths caused by the war in the Sudd, 
where the direct link between oil and conflict is most apparent. 
But death and destruction will always pave the way for drilling 
as long as oil is exploited in the absence of peace. 


"There is perhaps no greater tragedy on the face of the earth 
today," the US Secretary of State, Colin Powell, said of Sudan 
in congressional testimony in March 2002. 


Britain plays a significant role in Sudan's oil-fuelled tragedy; 
British pumps and pumping stations drive the oil pipeline. 
Rolls-Royce engines pump oil along the pipeline, audits 
engineers provide operational and maintenance support to its 
infrastructure. 


The sharing’ of Sudan’s oil revenues is one of the thorniest 
issues on the table at peace talks in Kenya. Even if talks succeed, 
oil looks likely to cast its shadow over the future. 


A recent study by charity Oxfam America, entitled Extractive 
Sectors And The Poor; challenged the conventional economic 
wisdom that developing nations prosper by exploiting their oil 
wealth. The study demonstrated that oil-dependent countries in 
the developing world suffer higher rates of poverty and child 
mortality, and spend more on their armed forces, than similar 
countries with more diverse economies. 


Without being accountable, democratic governments, oil 
dependence tends to reduce—not increase—the rate of eco- 
nomic growth. The UN ranks Sudan among the world’s poorest 
countries—138th among 162 countries. Oil alone is not going 
to change that even with peace. 


—Julie Flint in Guardian Weekly , reproduced in Deccan Herald, 
Bangalore) 
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ALGERIA 


a. 17 abducted tourists freed: Algerian troops 
stormed an Islamist militants’ hideout, deep in 
the Sahara desert, and freed 17 European adven- 
Pi E held for two months, authorities said, 

ay 14. 


After a brief assault against the terrorists, the group of 17 
tourists were freed, healthy and unharmed,” the Algerian national 
armed forces said in a statement. The daily E/ Watan, citing 
security sources, said the shootout lasted several hours, May 
13, and the 100 special forces troops killed at least nine armed 
militants holding the tourists. 


“Intense searches are still taking place in southern Algeria 
to find and free the foreign tourists held by a second terrorist 


group," the interior ministry said—but a military source said-the- 


search in tough terrain may not yet have begun. 


Diplomatic sources were worried about the remaining 10 
- Germans, four Swiss and one Dutchman who were believed to 
be held by the Salafist Group for Preaching and Combat (GSPC) 
near the southern Tuareg city Illizi, some 1,200 km south of 
Algiers. f 


"The freed tourists were freed by force, not by negotiation, 
which means the outlook for the rest isn't good," the diplomat 
said. "The forces will have to act quickly to free them”. 


(SOURCE: Telegraph, Calcutta) 
{Background Info. Algeria, page 1021:a] 


BOTSWANA 


a. Diamond mines record decline in revenue: 
Sales revenue from Botswana’s diamond mines 
declined in 2002 despite an increase in production, 
and analysts said, May 7, De Beers cut prices paid 
for Botswana diamonds by about 18%. 


The Botswana mines, the world’s richest, are joint ventures 
between De Beers and the Botswana government. De Beers’ 
latest figures show revenue from the mines was down 22% in 
. 2002, though production increased from 26.4-million carats to 
28.5-million carats. 


Production revenue dropped to $1.8bn, from $2.3bn the. 


previous year, and the net effect was that Botswana received 
only $63 per carat against $87 in 2001. Neil Buxton, of 
London-based WWW International Diamond Consultants, said 
improved recovery efficiency from the completely automated 
recovery plant would have led to a reduction in the average price 
but probably only by about 10%, because of the greater efficiency 
in recovering small diamonds. 
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The improved efficiency would be beneficial in creating 
greater value per ton of ore processed, he said. The good news 
is that Debswana, the 50/50 joint venture between De Beers 
and the government of Botswana, treated more tons in 2002 
and saw increases in grade, the number of carats per ton from 
both Orapa and Jwaneng, the major mines in the couniry. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


BURUNDI 


a. Advance party of peacekeepers arrives: 
The deputy commander of the African peacekeep- 
ing mission in Burundi, Brig-Gen Geberat Ayele of 
Ethiopia, landed in the capital, Bujumbura, May 18, 
together with 15 officers, to prepare for the arrival 
of the rest of the Ethiopian contingent expected to 
take part in the mission. 


On arrival, Ayele told reporters that the peacekeeping 
mission, known as the African Mission in Burundj (AMIB), would 


have a force of 2,870 troops - 1,600 from South Africa, 980 from 3 : 


Ethiopia and 290 from Mozambique. Initial reports had put the 
number of the AMIB troops at 3,500. 


South Africa has had 232 peacekeeping troops in the country 
since April. They are assisted by 701 South African soldiers 
protecting political leaders who have returned from exile to take 
part in the transitional government currently in place. 


According to a timetable agreed upon under South African 
mediation, all the troops from Mozambique are expected in 
Bujumbura, May 22, and the Ethiopians on June 2. The AMIB 
troops are expected to $ disarm and demobilise Burundi's 
combatants who have been fighting government forces. The 
cantonment is scheduled to begin on June 6. 


AMIB commander Maj-Gen Sipho Binda, from South Africa; 
has been in Burundi since March. The African Union established 
AMIB to help ‘Burundi's transitional government ensure that 
ceasefire agreements signed with rebel groups are respected. 


Over 12,000 civilians flee army offensive: More than 
12,000 people have fled Bubanza Province, northwestern 
Burundi, since ‘May 8, when the army launched an offensive 
against Forces pour la Defence de la Democratie (FDD) rebels, 
humanitarian workers said, May 15. 


“Approximately 2,500 households, that is more than 12,000 
people, have been forced to flee following heavy clashes 
between the army and FDD rebels at Ruce and Muyebe localities 
recently; the majority fled towards Rugazi and Musigati com- 
munes in Bubanza," said Helena Mazarro, a humanitarian affairs 
officer in the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA). 
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Mazarro said that the displaced were yet to receive aid from 
humanitarian agencies. "We are siill waiting to determine the 
exact number of people who fled in order to begin assisting 
them," she said. 


The governor of Bubanza, |Isae Bigirimana, said that the 
number of displaced could be higher than originally estimated. 
"We are compiling a list of those who have left, which we will 
then give to humanitarian agencies," he said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
{Background info. Burundi, page 1009:a] 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Women get four more seats in Transitional 
Council: The government of the Central African 
Republic (CAR) has granted women’s organisations 
four more seats in the ruling National Transitional 
Council, government-run Radio Centrafrique re- 
ported, May 16. 


Speaking on the radio, government spokesman Zarambeaud 
Assingambi also announced that the government had increased 
the council’s membership from 63 to 96, giving women’s 
organisations six seats, from an initial two. 


When it becomes operational, the council will serve as a 
legislative body during a transitional period that CAR leader 
Francois Bozize has said would last between 18 and 30 months, 
from March. 


After his coup on March 15, which ousted President 
Ange-Felix Patasse, Bozize dissolved the national assembly and 
announced the creation of the council on April 23. 


Besides being a legal advisory body comprising members 
from all political,.social and religious leanings, the council is 
mandated to prepare for national dialogue that Patasse initiated 
in November 2002, draft a new constitution and prepare the 
country for elections at the end of the transitional period. 


Peacekeeping force to stay until end of transition: The 
peacekeeping force of the Economic and Monetary Community 
of Central African States, known as CEMAC, will remain in the 
Central African Republic (CAR) until the end of the transitional 
period, that is due to last between 18 and 30 months, the force 
commander, Rear Adml Martin Mavoungou said, May 5. 


Events in the CAR took a sudden turn on March 15, when 
former army chief of staff Francois Bozize, seized power in a 
coup that topped President Ange-Felix Patasse. Bozize has since 
said that he would step down as "President" at the end of a 
transitional period. 


Mavoungou said that the decision to keep the CEMAC force 
in CAR was in conformity with a decision taken by the regional 
summit on March 21 in Brazzaville, capital of the Republic of 
Congo, regarding the CAR situation. The summit, to which 
Bozize was not invited, opted to maintain the CEMAC force and 
redefine its mission. The summit also approved the integration 
of a Chadian contingent into the force. 

"We are preparing accommodation and equipment for 120 
Chadian soldiers who are to be integrated into the force in 10 
to 15 days,” Mavoungou said. 
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Displaced teachers return home: A total of 600 internally 
displaced persons (IDPs), among them 400 teachers and their 
families, returned home, May 17, from Bangui to comply with 
a government directive to resume schooling. 


On May 12, education minister Bevarah Lala announced that 
the government had set aside seven trucks, with support from 
the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF), to transport teachers and 
pupils back to their regions. 


"The whole operation cost 26,000 US dollars, " Sophie 
Ndanguere, UNICEF’s education programme officer, said, May 
17. She said displaced teachers and pupils in provincial towns 
and villages would also benefit from the transportation. 


Schooling in the north of the country has been paralysed 
since October 2002, when fighters loyal to current CAR leader 
Francois Bozize invaded the region to fight government forces 
of President Ange-Felix Patasse. While teachers and pupils in 
the north fled their homes to escape fighting, teachers in other 
parts of the country went on strike demanding payment of salary 
arrears. 


Following an agreement with the government in April and 
the payment of salaries, teachers resumed work on May 2, 
with the exception of the north where they were yet to return 
home. 


"In some villages, schools are functioning as usual," Jonas 
Guezewane, a director at the education ministry said, May 17. 


He said that schools in provincial towns were looted but not 
destroyed, and that classes would resume shortly, with the 
support of development partners. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Central African Republic, page 1009:a] 


CONGO (DR) 


a. UN military officials to defuse tension in 
Bunia: Following, a weekend of calm in Bunia, 
senior military officials from the United Nations 
mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC) went into the town, May 20, to try to defuse 
rising tensions following the return of Lendu militias. 


According to a UN spokesman, the situation in Bunia was 
reported calmer over the weekend. “However, despite the 
declaration made by the parties in Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania, 
and a UN-brokered agreement between the Union of Congolese 
Parties and Lendu parties in Bunia, Lendu militias have 
re-entered the town and tensions are rising,” Fred Eckhard told 
a press briefing in New York. “Senior military officials from the 
UN mission in the DRC are now in town to try to defuse the 
situation." 


Bunia, in the volatile, gold-rich Ituri Province, has been the 
scene of bloody violence for months. The warring Hema and 
Lendu - vying for control of the town in the wake of the withdrawal 
of Ugandan troops - have clashed repeatedly over the past two 
weeks, leaving countless dead and wounded, and driving 
thousands of frightened civilians into the streets seeking safety. 
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b. MONUC military observers confirmed dead: 
Two UN military observers reported missing from 
May 14, have been confirmed dead, the spokesman 
of the UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (MONUC), Hamadoun Toure, said, May 19. 


Speaking from the eastern town of Bunia, he said the bodies 
of the two observers were discovered, May 18, in Mongualu, 17 
km north of Bunia. 


"They were savagely killed. We could not tell immediately 
who did this," he said. 


MONUC, he added, had set up a team to investigate the 
circumstances surrounding the killing of the observers, said to 
be of Jordanian and Nigerian nationalities. 


Toure said the area in which their bodies were found was in 
the control of Front des Nationalistes et Integrationnistes (FNI) 
militias led by Floribat Ndjambu. Toure said it was the first time 
UN military observers had been killed in an area controlled by 
militias. Several other MONUC military personnel have died 
following mine accidents or illness, Toure said. 


The bodies of the observers have been taken to Bunia 
pending their airlifting to the DRC capital, Kinshasa, from where 
they will be flown to their respective countries. 


Bunia, the principal town of the troubled Ituri district, Orientale 
Province, has been embroiled in fighting between rival ethnic 
militia groups since April 6, when the Ugandan army that had 
been occupying the town withdrew. 


Annan condemns killing of UN military observers: UN 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan, May 19, strongly condemned the 
"appalling and shocking” murder of two United Nations military 
observers in northeastern Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC), and called on ail Congolese parties to “renounce violence 
and consolidate hard-won peace agreements." 


"The Secretary-General is profoundly saddened by the tragic 
deaths of two military observers," UN spokesman Fred Eckhard 
said in New York, conveying Annan’s condolences to the families 
and governments of Jordan and Malawi. 


Their remains were recovered, May 18, from Mongwalu, a 
town 70 kilometres northwest of Bunia, in Ituri. He added that 
Annan also regretted the murder of two local Red Cross workers 
in Bunia recently. 


"The Secretary-General strongly condemns these appalling 
and shocking acts," the spokesman said. "He appeals to all 
concerned to cooperate with [the UN Organization Mission in 
the DRC (MONUC) in carrying out the investigations into the 
exact circumstances of their brutal murder. Those responsible 
will be held fully accountable for their actions." 


Priests killed in Bunia: Two priests were among 14 people 
massacred, May 10, in ethnic violence in the northeastern 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) town of Bunia, a UN worker 
said. 


"We went to Nyakasunza parish, just outside the centre of 
the town. Lendu (the majority ethnic group) fighters had attacked 
at about 2:00 pm. What we saw was really disgusting," a local 
employee of the UN military mission in DRC, MONUC, said in 
a telephone interview. 
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He said he saw the bodies of two priests, Fathers Aime and 
Francis Mateseso, the first with his throat cut in his bedroom, 
the other shot in the garden and “about a dozen other bodies 
in the parish hall." 


"The Lendu fighters who had attacked were still there, 
over-excited, drugged up and determined to do battle," added 
the MONUC employee. "After killing the people they ransacked 
and looted the parish,” he said. 


Tribal militia armed with spears and guns fought in the streets 
as the UN warned that the volatile region was on the verge of 
a humanitarian catastrophe. 

"Fighting is going on right now and the situation is very 
tense," a UN official said on phone. 

Fighting in Bunia, Ituri’s capital, erupted, May 7, the day 
after the last Ugandan soldiers left the town. 

Humanitarian sources said the policemen who arrived in 
Bunia quickly sold their weapons to Lendu fighters. 


The Congo minister whose plane was diverted to Entebbe 
said he would try "to persuade the different armed groups to 
withdraw outside the town". He said he had met representatives 
of the different Ituri armed groups while in Kampala. 


[Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1035:a] 


c. 100 die in air disaster: About 100 people are 
feared dead in a plane accident in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC), it was reported, May 10. 


The door of a Russian made-cargo plane reportedly opened 
during flight, and dozens of people were sucked out through it. 


"The doors opened including the ramp as the pressure 
system broke down. Everybody was sucked out and is presumed 
dead," a military official in the capital Kinshasa said. 


The plane, a privately-owned Ilyushin 76, had apparently 
been chartered to transport Congolese police force members 
and their families from Kinshasa to Lubumbashi - Congo's 
second biggest city in the south-east and home to a big military 
base. One survivor said that the plane was packed with up to 
200 military personnel and their families. 


"| was asleep and then | heard people screaming,” said 
Prudent Mukalayi, a soldier. 


"When | woke up, the pilot told everyone to get to the front 
of the plane and there were about 40 of us, but people kept 
dying... there were only about 20 survivors." Nine men and 
women are being treated for minor injuries and psychological 
trauma, a doctor at Kinshasa General Hospital stated. 


"They were traumatised and spoke of their baggage flying 
everywhere," Dr. Kabamba Mbwebwe said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


ERITREA 


a. Amnesty urges release of detainees: Am- 
nesty International has criticised the continued 
detention of hundreds of people in Eritrea, including 
11 prominent politicians and a number of inde- 
pendent journalists who have been held since 
September 2001. 
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In a statement to mark Eritrea’s 12th independence anniver- 


sary——and the 10th year of formal independence—on May 24, 
the organisation urged President Isayas Afewerki to release all 
political prisoners or bring them to trial. The statement also 
criticised the arrests of members of minority Christian sects, such 
as the Jehovah’s Witnesses who oppose military service. 


"A further 300 or more prisoners of conscience arrested since 
September 2001 include Eritrean diplomats, civil servants, 
businesspeople, journalists from the state media as well as the 
banned private press, army and security personnel including 
former EPLF [Eritrean People’s Liberation Front] fighters, two 
local employees of the US embassy, Eritreans forcibly returned 
from Malta in September 2002, and a recently visiting Eritrea 
with Swedish citizenship," the statement pointed out. 


it said they were jailed "on account of their non-violent opinion 
and criticism of the government or, in some cases, their 
opposition to military conscription”. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 
[Background !nfo. Eritrea, page 1012:a] 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Ethiopia, World Bank sign accord: Ethiopia 
and the World Bank, May 8, signed a development 
grant agreement to finance the Emergency Drought 
Recovery Project (EDRP). 


The project aims at assisting Ethiopia to respond to the 
emergency and enable it to help affected families to survive the 
emergency, retain productive assets, develop sustainable liveli- 
hoods, put in place infrastructure and support mechanisms to 
mitigate the medium term effects of current and future drought 
emergencies on vulnerable groups, and to stabilize the macro- 
economy. 


Under the agreement, the International Development Asso- 
ciation (IDA) would provide USD $60 million to Ethiopia to 
implement the EDRP. 


The EDRP is a three-year project and is expected to be 
effective by the end of May. It will be implemented in 35 selected 
drought-prone areas of Amhara, Tigray, Oromia, Somali and 
Afar. The project will be managed by the food security department 
of the ministry of rural development. Actual implementation will 
be handled by the regions and beneficiary areas. 


Flood victims succumbing to disease: Fears are mounting 


that survivors of the severe flooding in southern Ethiopia, which. 


has claimed about 40 lives, may now fall victim to disease. 


Humanitarian organisations said, May 13, that many of the 
victims of the flooding had been weakened due to the preceding 
severe drought in the region. Tens of thousands of people were 
forced from their homes after the main Wabe Shebelle river burst 
its banks on April 22, flooding lowland areas of Somali regional 
state. The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) said that already 
weakened children were more likely to succumb to respiratory 
infections, diarrhoeal and other waterborne diseases. 

"With few safe water supplies functional in the area, people 
are drinking directly from the river and are at great risk of getting 
waterborne diseases,” UNICEF said. 
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UNICEF, which has been distributing emergency medical 
kits, warned that more than haif the children in the region were 
suffering from malnutrition. According to UNICEF, which is 
planning an emergency measles immunisation and vitamin A 
campaign, as many as 80 per cent of the flood victims are women 
and children. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 


IVORY COAST 


a. UN observers to monitor ceasefire: The UN 
Security Council is to send about 75 military 
observers to Ivory Coast to monitor the fragile 
ceasefire in the country’s civil war and assist other 
peacekeeping forces in the country, the permanent 
representative of the United Kingdom, Jeremy 
Greenstock said, May 13. 


Col. Matthieu Bony, commander of the five-nation West 
African peacekeeping force in Ivory Coast said, May 13, that the 
unarmed UN mission would be deployed throughout the country 
to ensure respect for a ceasefire following an eight-month conflict 
that was sparked-off by a failed coup attempt in September 2002. 


Gen. Khalil Fall, overall commander of the West African force 
in Ivory Coast and a US envoy were to meet, May 13, in the 
country’s official capital Yamoussoukro to discuss the UN 
deployment, he added. 


Greenstock, who is due to lead a Security Council mission 
to seven West African countries from May 15, told reporters in 
New York, May 12, that the dispatch of the monitoring mission 
- to be known by its French acronym of MINUCI - would be 
approved, May 13 or May 14. It would support the Office of the 
Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General in Ivory 
Coast. 


Curfew reimposed in west after fresh killings: The 
government of Ivory Coast has reimposed a curfew on two 
districts in the west of the country where 68 villagers were killed 
in fresh outbreaks of violence recently, it was reported, May 14. 


The defence ministry said, May 13, that it was reimposing a í 
10.00pm to 6.00am curfew on Duekoue, a town close to the 
frontline with rebel forces that control the north of the country, 
and a midnight to 6.00am curfew on Guiglo, where pro-govern- 
ment forces have been recruiting and arming Liberians from a 
nearby refugee camp. 


The move was widely seen as a setback for the peace 
process since President Laurent Gbagbo had abolished the 
curfew throughout Ivory Coast only three days earlier. An army 
spokesman and a rebel leader, meanwhile, confirmed reports in 
Abidjan newspapers that 68 civilians had been killed in a series 
of incidents near Duekoue, 450 km northwest of Abidjan recently. 


Army spokesman Lt Col. Aka N’Goran said 68 villagers near 
Duekoue had been killed in incidents on May 8 and May 10 in 
reprisal attacks by settlers from Burkina Faso, which borders 
Ivory Coast in the north. 

(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


{Background Info. lvory Coast, page 1037:a] 
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KENYA 


a. Govt destroys 7,000 light firearms: The 
government, May 19, destroyed 7,000 illicit small 
-arms and light weapons worth millions of shillings 
at the Administration Police (AP) Full Bore Range. 


The move brings to 8,001 the total number of assorted arms 
which have been destroyed in 2003 by the government. 


Vice-President, Michael Wamalwa, on March 15 inaugurated 
the destruction of illicit guns when he set ablaze 1,007 illegal 
weapons. The co-ordinator of the Kenya National Focal Point on 
Illicit Small Arms and Light Weapons, Leonard Onyonyi, said 
debris of the weapons burnt, May 19, will be shredded then 
smelted. 


The destroyed arms range from grenade launchers to pistols. 
Onyonyi said the event marked the start of a series of measures 
aimed at addressing the proliferation of illicit arms and light 
weapons in the country. "This is meant to reaffirm the 
commitment of the government to the implementation of the 
United Nations programme of action on illicit small arms and 
illicit weapons,” Onyoni said. 

He said the government through a National Steering 
Committee (NSC) had embarked on a scheme to address the 
multi-faceted nature of the crisis. ) 


b. UK halts flights to Kenya: Britain said a ban 
on flights to and from Kenya would remain in force 
until “terrorist” threats to British interests in the 
country had receded. 


The decision—taken after a suspected senior Al-Qaeda 
member was spotted in neighbouring Somalia—could cripple the 
region's tourist industry, already hit hard by bombings in Nairobi, 
Mombasa and Tanzania in recent years, it was reported, May 
16. Kenya called the ban excessive and said it was taking all 
necessary precautions to fight terror. 


“Actions like this may make it appear like terrorists are scoring 
a moral victory,” Kenya's security minister Chris Murungaru told 
reporters. He said Kenya would not ground its own airlines. 


Some 100,000 Britons travel to Kenya each year, lured by 
the country’s game parks and beaches. In a statement issued, 
May 15, the foreign office advised against "non-essential holiday 
travel to Kenya in the light of the risk there of global terrorist 
activity”. 

“British nationals already in Kenya are advised to keep a low 
profile and to maintain a high level of vigilance in public places," 
it said. Kenya, which relies on tourism as one of its main foreign 
currency earners, has been the scene of major attacks in recent 
years which authorities blame on Al-Qaeda. 


The US embassy in Nairobi was destroyed by a truck bomb 
in 1998. In November 2002, an Israeli-owned resort hotel was 
blown up in the seaside town of Mombasa and militants fired 
two missiles that just missed an Israeli charter plane. 


The Association of British Travel Agents said more than 1,000 
travellers were now stuck in Kenya and would not be able to 
take their scheduled flights to Britain. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi and Statesman, Calcutta) 
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LIBERIA 


a. UN official calls for ceasefire: The head of 
the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA) in Liberia, Ali Muktar Farah, told 
reporters at UN headquarters in New York, May 15, 
that hundreds of thousands of internally displaced 
people in war-torn Liberia were desperate for help. 


"f [a ceasefire] does not happen, the conflict will escalate 
and engulf the capital, Monrovia, where half a million people are 
in a desperate situation,” he said. "It could also threaten the 
prevailing peace in next-door Sierra Leone." 


Farah urged the Security Council to quickly reschedule a 
mission to West Africa which was postponed earlier. He urged 
the Council to convince Taylor to negotiate a ceasefire with 
rebels. 


An international Contact Group has invited the government 
and rebels to a first round of peace talks in the Ghanaian capital 
Accra on June 2. Taylor has indicated that he will attend 
personally, but diplomatic sources said the rebels were unhappy 
with the venue and would prefer Dakar in Senegal. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background info. Liberia, page 1037:a] 


MOROCCO 


a. 40 killed in suicide attacks in Casablanca: 
At least 40 people were killed and about 100 
wounded in suicide bomb attacks in Morocco’s 
biggest city Casablanca, May 16, diplomatic 
sources in the capital Rabat said. 


Among the targets were a Jewish community centre and a 
Spanish club and restaurant in downtown Casablanca. No group 
has claimed responsibility for the attacks, the first such act of 
violence in the Muslim north African kingdom in recent years. 


The overnight blasts in Casablanca followed the Saudi 
suicide bombings that killed 34 people in expatriate compounds 
and warnings that Osama Bin Laden's Al-Qaeda would strike 
again. “International terrorism struck Casablanca tonight," Mo- 
roccan interior minister Al Mustapha Sahel said, May 16. 


While the targets were places frequented by foreigners, most 
of the casualties were local inhabitants.Ten of the dead were 
described as suicide bombers who, at least in part, had carried 
out the attacks. 


Interior minister Mostafa Sahel added that three Moroccan 
suspects, one of them alleged to have been a would-be suicide 
bomber who was injured, had been arrested. No group 
immediately claimed responsibility for the attacks. The identities 
of the dead were not yet known, although the official news 
agency said they included a hotel doorman and two police 
officers. 


Officials said three of the bombs were in cars, which exploded 
outside the city’s Belgian consulate, the Safir hotel and a Jewish 
cultural centre. The attack which apparently killed the most 
people took place at Casa Espana, a Spanish cultural centre 
and nearby Spanish restaurant, where many people were eating. 
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At least 18 people were believed to have been killed in either 
one or two bomb blasts there, although little debris was visible 
from outside. The main explosion was inside the centre, where 
some 100 people had been having dinner, according to an official 
at the centre. 


Al-Qaeda blamed: Like the Riyadh assault, Al-Qaeda was 
the prime suspect in Casablanca. A US official said it was 
“plausible” to suggest that the group Washington blamed for the 
September 11 hijacks was behind the latest coordinated attack. 


A day after Britain halted airliner flights in and out of Kenya, 
the Kenyan government said there had been a specific Al-Qaeda 
threat to British Airways planes flying into Nairobi. 


Militants’ haven raided: The suicide attacks put all of 
Morocco on the edge, but few places are as jittery as the 
Casablanca shantytown, believed to be the main breeding 
ground for the bombers. 


The police who blame the blasts on Islamic militants staged 
raids in the impoverished Sidi Moumen neighbourhood on the 
city’s eastern edge and elsewhere in Morocco, May 18, in search 
of suspects. Dozens have been detained around the country. 


For vegetable vendor Abdellah Lotfi, the attacks have meant 
one thing: fear. “I've been so afraid since the explosions that | 
tell my children to double-lock the doors when they go home 
alone," Lotfi said. "I’m afraid a bomb will be thrown into the 
house’. The government said, May 18, they had identified eight 
of the attackers, and said most of them were from the 
shantytown, which is known as a hotbed of Islamic furdamen- 
talism. 


(SOURCE: Deccan Herald, Bangalore and Asian Age, New Delhi) 


NAMIBIA 


a. Cabinet approves tobacco protocol: Na- 
mibia has agreed to an international treaty aimed 
at. curbing the use of tobacco, it was reported, 
May 16. 


Cabinet said it “approved in principle" the Framework 
Convention on Tobacco Control. 

The framework is the result of four years of negatiations. 
Once adopted, it will be opened for signature by member states. 


The treaty will come into force shorily after it has been ratified 
by 40 countries. 


If adopted in its current form, the treaty will ban advertising 
and the promotion of tobacco products, and impose high taxes 
on tobacco products. 


It also covers smoking prevention and treatment, illicit trade 
and sponsorship by tobacco companies. 

The ministry of health and social services and the Cancer 
Association of Namibia drafted a Tobacco Bill in 2001 which 
called for a total ban on cigarette smoking in public places. 

The legislation has yet to be fabled for consideration by 
Cabinet and Parliament. 


The Worid Health Organisation says the international tobacco 
control treaty is part of a global strategy to reduce tobacco-related 
deaths and disease around the world and to make it a "better 
and healthier place". Under the treaty, the tobacco industry will 
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be required to divulge all the ingredients in cigarettes and to 
print warning labels that cover "at least 30 per cent - but ideally 
50 per cent or more" - of the package. 


"Packaging and labelling requirements also prohibit mislead- 
ing language that gives the false impression that the product is 
less harmfu! than others. 


"This may include the use of terms such as ‘light’, ‘mild’ or 


¥ tt 


‘low tar’," WHO information officer Julie Archer said. 


b. Airnam sacks senior official: Air Namibia 
has fired its recently-appointed chief operating 
officer, alleging "certain irregularities". 


In a statement released in Windhoek, May 12, spokesper- 
son Ellison Hijarunguru said Denis Kennedy’s contract was 
terminated with immediate effect and that lawyers and auditors 
were "busy with investigations". 


"Appropriate action will be taken upon completion of these 
investigations," Hijarunguru said. 


He was, however, quick to point out that investigations 
conducted so far had not indicated any financial losses suffered 
by the national air carrier. 


"This has not interrupted the business of Air Namibia and 
business will continue as normal,” he said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


NIGER 


a. Survey finds over 870,000 are still slaves: 
Although Niger recently passed new tougher laws 
against slavery, more than 870,000 people - about 
seven per cent of the country’s population - still live 
in conditions of forced labour, according to Timidria, 
a local human rights group. 


The organisation, whose name means "Brotherhood" in the 
Tuareg language, recently announced the results of a survey 
conducted in August 2002, in six of Niger’s eights administrative 
regions. This showed that 870,364 people still worked in 
servitude. The vast majority - 602,000 - were in the southwestern 
Tillaberry region, where the capital Niamey is situated, it was 
reported, May 13. 


Slavery is a long ingrained tradition in this poor landlocked 
country of 11 million people on the southern edge of the Sahara, 
which achieved independence from France in 1960. 


Timidria said the custom was especially prevalant amongst 
nomadic pastoralists of the Tuareg tribe. 


its survey found that, apart from Tillaberry, the main 
concentrations of slaves were in Agadez region in the desert 
north, where 87,000 people were living in conditions of forced 
labour. In Tahoua region, adjacent to Tillaberry in the southwest, 
it found 59,000 slaves. 


Over the years, numerous workshops and symposiums have 
been held to expose the continuation of slavery in Niger. 
Parliament recently passed a law which recognises "slavery and 
slave-like practices" as crimes punishable with a prison sentence 
of up to 30 years. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
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RWANDA 


a. UN tribunal convicts 2 former officials of 
war crimes: The United Nations International 
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), May 15, 
convicted and sentenced two former government 
officials for crimes against humanity, including the 
country’s information minister who ordered the 
mutilation of Tutsi bodies. 


Eliezer Niyitegeka, minister of information of Rwanda’s 
interim government in 1994, was given a life sentence for 
genocide and conspiracy to commit genocide, and both direct 
and public inciternent to commit genocide. 


The tribunal concluded that Niyitegeka had played a 
prominent role in the events that took place in Kibuye prefecture, 
particularly in Bisesero, from April to June 1994. He procured 
gendarmes for an attack on Tutsis hiding inside Mubuga Church 
and also twice led armed attackers to Tutsi refugees who were 
at Muyira Hill. 


Niyitegeka was also convicted of murder, extermination and 
other inhuman acts as crimes against humanity - the first 
conviction the tribunal has passed down for other inhuman acts. 
The trial court said his presence and instruction during the killing 
and mutilation of a Tutsi constituted an inhuman act, as was his 
instruction to attackers fo mutilate the body of a murdered Tutsi 
woman, 


Government re-arrests 787 genocide suspects: A total of 
787 genocide suspects who were recently provisionally released 
by the Rwandan government have been re-arrested after crimes 
were reported against them, an official in the justice ministry 
. said, May 13. 

The head of the ministry's judicial services, Hannington 
Tayebwa, said those who were re-arrested were among 22,567 
suspects who completed a three-month re-integration and 
rehabilitation programme held in numerous camps across the 
country. 


Tayebwa said that the 787 were arrested following new 
accusations made against them by IBUKA, an umbrella organi- 
sation for associations of genocide survivors. 


In a new report, IBUKA listed some of the suspects, accusing 
them of "not being open and telling the truth" about the crimes 
they committed during the 1994 genocide in Rwanda. 


"IBUKA came up with fresh accusations against some of the 
released prisoners. We, therefore, had to reprimand them 
pending investigations into these new allegations," Tayebwa said, 
adding that the suspects could not be investigated while they 
remained free. 


UN Security Council extends terms of 4 judges of 
tribunal: The Security Council, May 20, extended the terms of 
office of four permanent judges at the United Nations Interna- 
tional Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) in order to allow them to 
dispose of a number of ongoing cases. 


By unanimously adopting a new resolution, the council 
decided that Judges Pavel Dolenc of Slovenia and Yakov 
Ostrovsky of the Russian Federation would be allowed to finish 
the Cyangugu case, which they had begun before the expiration 
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of their terms of office. Similarly, Judge Winston Maqutu of 


' Lesotho will be able to finish the Kajelijeliand Kamuhanda cases, 


and Judge Navanethem Pillay of South Africa can complete 
proceedings in the Media case. 


The four judges were not re-elected for a second term during 
elections held on January 31. The terms of 11 of the permanent 
judges who are currently serving in the chambers will expire on 
May 24. 


According to the letter frorn the tribunal president, which 
contains the request for the extension of terms, proceedings in 
the cases in question, with one exception, are well advanced. If 
the judges concerned had not been allowed to continue their 
work, it would have been necessary to start the trials anew with 
fresh panels of judges and to order the rehearing of witnesses 
and the representation of arguments. 


[Background Info. Rwanda, page 1028:a] 


b. Cabinet approves ban on main opposition 
party: The Rwandan government endorsed a 
parliamentary report, May 19, that called for the 
banning of the main opposition party in the country, 
the Mouvement Democratique Republicain (MDR), 
ahead of the country’s first post-genocide elections. 


"We call upon the relevant authorities to implement these 
recommendations in accordance to the specified laws,” the 
cabinet reported. 


Parliament voted, May 15, to dissolve the party after a 
parliamentary commission accused it of propagating a "divisive" 
ideology. 


The report named 47 individuals, including two government 
ministers and five Members of Parliament in the transitional 
national assembly. The MDR, of which Prime Minister Bernard 
Makuza is a member, is one of eight parties in the transitional 
government of national unity that comes to an end in July. 


The survival of the MDR will now depend on the decision 
that the country’s constitutional court makes, although analysts 
predict that its chances of survival diminished with the cabinet's 
approval of the report. 


The parliamentary report also accused the MDR of secretly 
mobilising a pro-Hutu youth wing, the "Itara", which the report 
said was similar to the 1994 "Interahamwe" militia group that 
largely committed the genocide. 


Since parliaments recommendation to ban the MDR, human 
rights groups have criticised the Rwandan government for what 
they termed a "government-orchestrated crackdown on the 
political opposition", before presidential and parliamentary 
elections due to be held later in 2003. The Rwandan govermmmeni 
has rejected the allegation. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SENEGAL 


a. EU aid package: The European Union (Ev) 
has agreed to grant Senegal 307 million euros 
(US$351 millionjover a five-year period to fund 
development programmes and debt relief, the 
European Commission office in Dakar said, May 16. 
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Just over one third of the total - 104 million euros has been 
earmarked for emergency support measures, such as import 
financing in the event of a shortfall in earnings from export 
commodities such.as phosphates and fish products and debt 
relief. 


The other main component of the aid package is 70 million 
euros to improve the trunk road network that links Senegal to 
neighbouring countries. 


The rest of the money will be spent on health and education 
programmes. 


The education component of the aid programme will focus 
‘On increasing literacy among women among Senegal!'s 10 million 
population. According to the UN only 27 per cent of Senegalese 
women over the age of 15 can read and write, compared to 47 
per cent of men. 

A further $40 million have been earmarked to improve 
governance in Senegal, which has been a beacon of democracy 
in Africa since independence from France in 1960. 


The aid agreement, which encompasses some initiatives that 
had been agreed earlier, was signed in Dakar, May 13. 


b. Press attacks President as Gambia deports 
Senegalese: The Senegalese press has at- 
tacked President Jammeh over the deportation 
earlier of 527 Senegalese by the law enforcement 
unit of the Gambian immigration department. 


In a clean sweep operation that saw the legion of foreigners 
in the country including Senegalese being rounded up, 
Senegalese newspapers have not spared President Jammeh, 
describing him as chameleonic and therefore acts as the nemesis 
of true Senegambian brotherhood. 


Newspapers implied that Jammeh's words do not match his 
deeds, the latest of which can only alienate the two countries 
and the ideas they stand for. 


Reporting on the mass deportation, the Senegalese press 
attempted to whip up sentiments in favour of the deportees by 
emphasising that they were sent packing out of The Gambia in 
spite of their special “inviolable” status as refugees who in recent 
years had fled the instability in Senegal’s southern province of 
Casamance where a long-running separatist war still rages. The 
deportees were reportedly taken in a convoy and handed over 
to the Senegalese authorities at a border point. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SOMALIA 


a. Peace talks enter critical stage: The Somali 
peace talks, currently under way in the Kenyan 
capital, Nairobi, have entered their final and critical 
stage, Kenyan foreign minister Kalonzo Musyoka 
told delegates, May 14, when he opened a plenary 
session of the conference. 

The minister appealed to the Somali leaders “to put your 
differences aside" for the sake of the Somali people. 

The talks, which opened on October 15, 2002, have been 
held up by wrangling over the allocation of seats to crafting 
committees and to the plenary sessions, 


“~. 
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Musyoka, who symbolically tabled the committees’ reports, 
accused some factions of “blatantly” violating the cessation of 
hostilities agreement signed by the Somali parties on October 
27, 2002. 


Under the terms of the agreement, the Somali groups 
undertook to suspend all hostilities for the duration of the peace 
conference. 


Since then there have been multiple violations, with fighting 
breaking out in the capital, Mogadishu, the towns of Las Anod 
in the northeast and Baidoa in the southwest, and in the Bari, 
Bay, Bakol, Gedo and Lower Shabelle, Middle Shabelle and 
Middle Juba regions. 

“Arrangements are at an advanced stage to implement 
targeted sanctions against those leaders who violate the 
ceasefire or interfere with the process," Musyoka warned. 


b. Somali refugees return home: The first 
batch of 2,880 Somali refugees who have been 
accommodated at Dadaab and Kakuma camps in 
northern Kenya, began returning to Somalia, more 
than a decade after they fled their war-torn country. 


The UN refugee agency UNHCR said the return operation 
kicked off, May 12, with the airlift of 50 refugees to Galkayo, 
northeast Somalia [Puntland state]. The UN refugee agency said 
it also expected to assist the return of a further 300 refugees to 
Bosaso and Galkayo over the next five days. 


"Ten years is a long time in exile. Some of the children 
returning to Somalia today will be seeing their homeland for the 
first time, a sad truth but a happy moment,” said George 
Okoth-Obbo, UNHCR’s representative in Kenya. 


The 2,880 returning refugees are part of 6,000 Somali 
refugees who signed up in 2001 to voluntarily return home. Their 
return however was delayed by a combination of funding 
difficulties and security problems in Somalia. 

Those returning have received an assistance package 
consisting of basic supplies such as plastic sheeting, blankets 
and utensils, UNHCR said. 

Each family also will receive a transport allowance for their 
onward trip to their places of origin and a nine month food ration 
from the World Food Programme. They will also be assisted to 
integrate into their communities through various development 
programmes, UNHCR said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Trial of white group begins: Twenty-two 
white men appeared in court amid tight security, 
May 19, in connection with a plot to kill Nelson 
Mandela and overthrew the government. 


The men face 43 charges including high treason, murder, 
attempted murder, terrorism and the illegal possession of arms 
and ammunition. 

Roads leading to the courthouse were closed and a police 
aircraft flew overhead as the accused, most of whom are in 
police custody, were escorted to court in armoured vehicles. 
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Dozens of family members of the accused gathered early to 
claim seats in the public gallery of the court. In what has been 
described as the biggest security operation for a trial in South 
Africa, only 120 members of the public are allowed into the court. 


A group of black protesters danced and shouted anti-white 
slogans, "kill the farmer, kill the Boer" outside the courthouse. 
They dispersed after being warned by police. 


ironically, the first treason trial in the post-apartheid South 
Africa is being held in the recently restored Palace of Justice 
where Mandela and others were sentenced to life imprisonment 
in 1964. Members of the extreme right-wing group called 
"Boeremag" (Farmers Force), the 22 are.charged with the 
murder of Claudia Mokone who was killed in a bomb blast in 
Soweto in October 2002. 


They are also charged with attempted murder, alternatively 
conspiracy to murder for an alleged plan to blow up a car 
transporting the former South African President, Nelson Man- 
dela, to a public event. 


Mandela foiled the alleged plot by choosing helicopter 
transport over a motor vehicle. It is alleged that the 22 plotted 
to kill all Blacks or drive them from the country and set up an 
Afrikaner state. 


A twenty-third ‘accused, Dawid Oosthuizen, 27, was sen- 
tenced to 12 years in prison, May 16, in a plea bargain with the 
prosecution. 


Judge Eben Jordaan postponed the case to May 26 for 
defence lawyers to sort out state-paid lawyers for some of the 
accused. 


After decades of racial oppression under he apartheid 
regime, South Africa had its first multiracial election in 1994. A 
small group of conservative white remains opposed to demo- 
cratic rule. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras) 
[Background Info. South Africa, page 897:a] 


SUDAN 


a. Peace talks resume in Kenya: Talks aimed 
at ending Sudan’s long-running civil war resumed 
in the Kenyan town of Machakos, May 10, with the 
signing of a partnership agreement on administra- 
tive arrangements for a transitional period. 


The accord, signed by the Sudanese government and rebel 
Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) outlined 
specific measures necessary for building up the humanitarian, 
security and development needs of southern Sudan during the 
first six months of the transitional period. 


Both sides have expressed confidence that the current round 
of talks - facilitated by the regional Inter-Governmental Authority 
on Development (IGAD) - can bring about a final agreement to 
end the 20-year war, in which an estimated two million people 
have been killed and four million displaced. 


SPLM/A chief negotiator Nhial Deng Nhial told the opening 


session that his movement supported the new "holistic" approach 
taken by the mediators. . 
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The remaining sticking points revolve around the issues of 
power and wealth sharing, security arrangements, and the fate 
of three areas - Abyei, Nuba Mountains and the Funj Region - 
which although geographically situated in the north, have always 
identified with the southern struggle. 


"It is our hope that this session of negotiations will truly 
rekindle the spirit of the Machakos protocol [signed in July 2002] 
so that the parties negotiate with seriousness and commitment 
to resolve this long and intractable conflict," Nhial said. 


[Background Info. Sudan, page 1029:a] 


b. CPJ concern over press freedom: The 
Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) is alarmed 
by recent measures taken against the press in 
Sudan, including the arrest of one journalist and the 
closure of a newspaper. 


Noureddin Madani, editor of the daily A/-Sahafa, told CPJ 
that Yousef al-Bashir Moussa, the newspaper’s correspondent 
in the city of Nyala, was arrested, May 4, a few days after he 
reported that the Sudanese President was considering firing the 
governors of the three states of Darfur, a region in western 
Sudan. 


Darfur has been the scene of recent fighting between 
government and rebel forces, which have been fighting in a civil 
war for 20 years. The Sudanese government is wary of 
journalists reporting on the country's civil war, which pits the 
Muslim-dominated government of the north against Christian and 
animist rebels in the south. 


Moussa has not been officially charged but has remained in 
detention since his arrest. 


Newspaper closed: On May 9, a Khartoum court sus- 
pended the English-language daily Khartoum Monitor, Nhial Bol, 
the paper’s managing editor, told CPJ. Initially, a state prosecutor 
charged the paper with "inciting hatred” in an article that allegedly 
misquoted the Koran. The court fined it 1 million Sudanese 
pounds (about $400). 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SWAZILAND 


a. Newconstitution put off again: Swaziland’s 
new constitution has been delayed again, as Prince 
David Dlamini conferred with constitutional experts, 
it was reported, May 15. 


Dlamini, who accompanied King Mswati II] to the United 
Kingdom where the Swazi monarch met Queen Elizabeth, was 


. recalled from a diplomatic post in Denmark to produce a draft 


document out of a Constitutional Review Commission’s (CRC) 
five-year odyssey through the kingdom to learn what type of 
government ordinary Swazis wanted. 


The prince said in 2002 his work was done, but the 
constitution, originally due two years after it was commissioned 
in 1996, is still in limbo. 


About R112-million has been spent on the exercise, which 
was described from its inception by pro-democracy groups as a 
“non-starter”. 
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The Swaziland Democratic Alliance, which consists of Jabour 
unions and political organisations that have been banned by 
royal fiat for 30 years, wants the state of emergency prohibiting 
political activity lifted and a constitutional convention with elected 
representatives, similar to the one heid in South Africa. 


Prince Mangaliso Dlamini, who headed the CRC, has 
dismissed suggestions that the new constitution, - when it does 
emerge from the palace—will not represent the aspirations of 
the Swazi people. 


“Everyone had their chance to make submissions before the 
commission. People have only themselves to blame if their views 
are not in the constitution,” he said. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
{Background info. Swaziland, page 1029:a] 


TANZANIA 


a. Opposition party dominates by-elections 
in Pemba: Voters on Pemba, the semi autonomous 
island, off Tanzania, overwhelmingly demonstrated 
their support for the main opposition party, the Civic 
United Front (CUF) in the by-election, May 18. 


The election was held in an atmosphere of calm and order. 
Barring of six CUF candidates had complicated the build-up to 
the election, which was being held to fill 17 seats in Zanzibar’s 
House of Representatives and 15 seats in the Union's parliament 
that had been boycotted over vote-rigging during elections in 
2000. 


Observers said that polling took place in a "peaceful and 
organised" manner and marked an important development in the 
implementation of the "Muafaka", an agreement signed between 
CUF and the ruling Chama Cha Mapinduzi (CCM), after 
post-election protests turned violent in 2001 and led to the death 
of at least 30 CUF supporters at the hands of the police. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


TOGO 


a. Newspaper editor released after four 
months in jail: The editor of Togolese newspaper 
which called for an end to the 36-year rule of 
President Gnassingbe Eyadema has been released 
from prison after being held for four months without 
a committee of International PEN, said, May 


Sylvestre Djalin Nicoue, managing director of the weekly 
newspaper Le Courier du Citoyen, was released on May 7 as 
Eyadema prepared to seek a further five years in office in 
presidential elections dué on June 1, the London-based organ- 
isation said.in a statement. 


International PEN said Nicoue was arrested and detained 
without trial on December 26, 2002 for an article which called 
on the Togolese people to end Eyadema's rule. 


It appeared a few days before Togo’s constitution was 
amended to allow Eyadema to seek re-election indefinitely. 
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The Togolese government has been heavily criticised for 
human rights abuses and the draconian restricitions which it has 
placed on press freedom. 


The government has closed two private radio stations over 
the last 15 months for criticising Eyadema’s rule. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


UGANDA 


a. UPDF rescues 83 children from LRA: The 
UPDF, May 13, rescued 83 abducted children from 
the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebels following 
several clashes, it was reported, May 16. 


Civilian sources said 65 of the 83 captives were freed by the 
rebels at Koch-Lii in Koch Goma sub-county. 


The sources said those rescued were among several 
captives the rebels picked, May 12, from Layibi and Pece 
divisions in Gulu municipality. 

The UPDF 4th division commander said whether the rebels 
freed the captives or not, the army had killed one rebel, and 
recovered a sub-machinegun. 


He said the 65 captives were saved by the UPDF 7th 
battalion during a battle at Ajega village, about six kilometres 
west of Minakulu trading centre in Apac district on the 
Kampala-Gulu highway. 

He said the captives were rescued by UPDF foot patro! who 
engaged the rebels at Lamin-Adera village in Opit parish, east 
of Gulu town. 


The 4th division spokesman, Lt. Col. Paddy Ankunda said, 
"It is our obligation to rescue the abducted children." 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Uganda, page 1019:a] 


ZAMBIA 


a. Rapist jailed for 25 years: The possibility 
of victims of rape being infected with HIV/AIDS is 
very high, High Court Judge Okiko Okafor said, 
sentencing a rapist for 25 years. 


Delivering judgment, May 15, Judge Okafor said perpetrators 
of rape should not expect mercy in Zambian courts. 


He sentenced Clifford Matoka of Zambezi to 25 years with 
hard labour for defiling a girl . 


Judge Okafor said the girl was only four years when she 
was defiled and the case was tried by Solwezi principal 
magistrate Justine Mukolwe in Zambezi and referred to the High 
Court for sentencing. - 


"Occurrence of rape cases is very high. One wonders where 
we are going to in a Christian nation like this one," said Okafor. 


"The message to everybody found guilty of rape is that they 
shouldn't expect any mercy. Certainly not from this court,” he 
said. He said Matoka couldn't be jailed for life because he was 
a first offender. Judge Okafor said justice demanded that young 
girls and women be protected from such people. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
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ZIMBABWE 


a. Tsvangira challenges Mugabe’s re-election: 
The Movement for Democratic Change, May 11, 
made an application to the High Court to compel its 
registrar, Jacob Manzunzu, to set a date for a 
hearing the election petition challenging President 
Mugabe’s re-election. 


in his affidavit, MDC president Morgan Tsvangirai said his 
lawyers had persistently and unsuccessfully requested Man- 
zunzu to set a date to hear the election petition. 


Tsvangirai said: "I firmly believe that | was the actuat winner 
of the presidential election and that I and the majority of 
Zimbabweans were cheated out of this victory. This was done 
in various ways which | have set out in my papers." 


He said that he had a constitutional and statutory right to 
prove his case in the courts. " have a right to bring this 
application as a matter of urgency. The time for the commence- 
ment of the election petition is long over due," the MDC leader 
said. 


He added that the delay in setting a hearing date "negated" 
the whole purpose of an election petition. 


Tsvangirai filed his petition more than a year ago, arguing 
that the March 2002 presidential election, in which he lost to 
Mugabe, was fraught with irregularities that included political 
viclence against his supporters. 


In his affidavit, he said the High Court should note that the 
outcome of the presidential poll was not disputed by the MDC 
alone. 


Massive street protest planned: Zimbabwe's major civic 
organisations and the Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) 
have begun planning a combined mass action aimed at forcing 
President Robert Mugabe to step down to pave the way for a 
transitional government, The Daily News reported, May 19. 


The mas§ action, to take the form of street demonstrations, 
will involve the MDC, the National Constitutional Assembly 
(NCA), the Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition, Transparency Interna- 
tional-Zimbabwe (TIZ) and the Zimbabwe Congress of Trade 
Unions (ZCTU). 


NCA spokesman Douglas Mwonzora, May 18, confirmed that 
there were plans by the five organisations to stage a "massive" 
mass action to force Mugabe out. 


Gift Chimanikire, the MDC deputy secretary-genera!, also 
confirmed that his party was working with other civic groups to 
force Mugabe out. 


"Yes, we are working with a number of partners, but | feel 
very uncomfortable to discuss the strategies because you should 
know that we are dealing with a rogue regime. We won't get 
anywhere if we start talking about our strategies in public,“ he 
said. 


The MDC, May 18, distributed flyers thanking the public for 
participating in a two-day job stayaway in March and telling them 
to prepare for the "final push" in efforts to intensify pressure on 
Mugabe’s government. i 
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Armed police, May 18, fired shots into the air in Harare’s 
Warren Park suburb when they intercepted MDC activists 
distributing the flyers. 


Mwonzora said the proposed mass action was aimed at 
forcing Mugabe to amend the Constitution to make provisions 
for a transitional government. The transitional government, 
Mwonzora said, would be mandated with organising fresh 
elections. 


[Background info. Zimbabwe, page 1042:a] 


b. Guardian reporter ordered to leave Zim- 
babwe: Andrew Meldrum, Zimbabwe correspon- 
dent for the U.K.-based Guardian newspaper, was 
ordered, May 17, to leave the country. 


Meldrum went to the department of immigration, May 17, for 
a scheduled meeting with officials, where he was informed he 
had to leave Zimbabwe. Outside the immigration offices, 
Meldrum told reporters that he had been declared a "prohibited 
immigrant," and that he was being deported. 


"This is a vindictive action of a government afraid of a free 
press," Meldrum said before police manhandled him and pushed 
him into an unmarked car. : 


Sources at The Guardian said that the car went directly to 
the Harare Airport and was followed by American diplomats. 


Meanwhile, Meldrum’s lawyer, Beatrice Mtetwa, obtained a 
stay of Meldrum’s deportation order from a High Court. The court 
ruled that Meldrum must be allowed to attend a hearing on the 
deportation. 


Although Mtetwa served airport officials with the order, 
authorities have yet to produce Meldrum. No one has been in 
contact with the journalist since he was taken from the 
immigration offices. 


“The attempted deportation of Andrew Meldrum is an 
outrageous act of censorship," said CPJ executive director Ann 
Cooper. "We are concerned for his well-being and demand that 
Zimbabwean authorities drop this deportation order and cease 
harassing Meldrum immediately." 


Harare court rejects media curbs: Zimbabwe's highest 
court, May 7, struck down tough media legislation which made 
it an offence to publish "falsehoods", after the government 
conceded the provisions were unconstitutional. 


The provisions made the publication of "falsehoods" punish- 
able by a heavy fine or a jail term of up to two years irrespective 
of the circumstances in which a story has been published. 


The Supreme Court ruled that the provisions violated the 
constitution and were “therefore struck down and ... of no force 
and effect". 


Lawyers for President Robert Mugabe's government had 
conceded the provisions violated constitutional protections of 
freedom of expression, and said the government was amending 
the law, which had been criticized by human rights advocates. 


The law known as the Access to Information and Protection 
of Privacy Act came into effect shortly after Mugabe's contro- 
versial re-election in March 2002 which the opposition and 
Western governments said was marred by fraud. 
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The court ruled in response to an appeal by two Zimbabwean 
journalists who were charged in 2002 with publishing a false 
story. They had reported that government supporters had 
beheaded a woman opposition member in front of her two young 
children. The story was later proved to be false, and the Daily 
News, which published the report, said it had been misled by 
the source. 


Zimbabwean journalists have filed a number of cases with 
the Supreme Court challenging various provisions of the media 
laws, including one which bars foreigners from working perma- 
nently as journalists in the country. 


Britain, Australia attack Mugabe: Britain and Australia 
attacked Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe, May 7, saying 
there was no prospect of welcoming Zimbabwe back into the 
commonwealth until a return to democratic rule was under way. 


Prime Ministers Tony Blair and John Howard said they would 
work to exert maximum international pressure on Mugabe in 
order to change the political climate in Zimbabwe. 


"Until a serious attempt at returning to democratic rule is 
made there can be no question of Zimbabwe...being readmitted 
the councils of the Commonwealth", Australia’s Howard told 
reporters in Blair's Downing Street home after bilateral talks. 


Blair added: "There are no grounds as far as we can see for 
saying that there has been any significant progress at all, indeed 
if anything the situation has got worse. 


“That means we have got to keep up maximum international 
pressure on the regime”. 


The Commonwealth group of mainly former British colonies 
suspended Zimbabwe from its midst for a year in March 2003 
and has since extended that ban until at least December 2002. 


The 54-nation body acted after observers said Zimbabwean 
elections were flawed and in protest at Mugabe's policy of seizing 
white-owned farms for redistribution to landless Blacks. "The 
suffering of the people, both Black and White, is inexcusable 
and appalling and a terrible indictment of somebody who has 
lost any pretence of governing for the welfare of the people of 
that country," Howard said. 


c. Simba Makoni’s son commits suicide: A 
son of former Zimbabwean finance minister Simba 
Makoni has committed suicide in Cape Town, police 
confirmed, May 14. 


Tonderai Makoni, 23, who was in his third year of a cultural 
studies course at the University of Cape Town, was apparently 
suffering from depression. 


Police spokeswoman Superintendent Nina Kirsten said he 
lay down on the tracks at Rosebank station in front of an 
oncoming train, May 12. 

University spokeswoman Andrea Weiss said Tonderai left a 
note in his residence room, and his fellow-students were 
organising a memorial service. 
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A family friend, Colin Hall, said Simba Makoni arrived in Cape 
Town, May 14, and would fly back to Zimbabwe with his son's 
body. 


(SOURCE: Independent, Harare and Telegraph, Calcutta) 
{Background Indo. Zimbabwe, page1043:a] 


REGIONAL 


a. Britain declares East Africa a terror zone: 
Britain has declared much of East Africa as a danger 
zone after a review of threat perception from 
terrorist groups, adding six more countries to the 
list places in the region which Britons should 
avoid. 


The foreign office said there was a "clear terrorist threat" in 
Somalia, Tanzania, Uganda, Ethiopia, Eritrea and Djibouti and 
warned Britons, visiting any of these countries, to be on their 
guard. The warning came hours after the government banned 
all British Airways flights to and from Kenya saying that there 
was a specific threat of a terrorist attack on a British target, it 
was reported, May 17. 


Security fears were heightened after the bomb blasts in 
Morocco, and the bombing in Riyadh, regarded by defence 
experts as a signal to ‘sleeper’ Al-Qaeda cells to attack Western 
targets in a ‘backlash’ against the invasion of Iraq. 


"The bomb attack in Riyadh on May 12 shows that the 
terrorist threat remains real," a foreign office statement said. 


East Africa is regarded as a hotbed of suspected terrorist 
activity ever since the 1998 attacks on the US embassies in 
Kenya and Tanzania, and the bombing of a hotel in the Kenyan 
tourist resort of Mombassa in November 2002. 


British and US investigators were reported to be assisting 
the Kenyans in tracking down Fazul Abdullah Mohammed, an 
alleged Al-Qaeda agent suspected to be behind the Mombassa 
attacks. 


Intelligence sources believe he has returned to Kenya and 
could be plotting an attack on a western target in the region. 


With nearly 75 countries the world, including Jammu and 
Kashmir in India, now on the West's list of potentially dangerous 
places, British tourists said there were few areas left for them 
to go for a holiday. Critics called the growing number of terror 
‘alerts’ an over-reaction and The Times, in a survey of global 
warnings said "in past these criticisms of over-reaction are 
justified”. 


The warnings of future attacks, it said, were ‘vague’ and 
stemmed from fears following the Riyadh attacks. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras) 
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ALGERIA 


a. More than 2,000 kiled in devastating 
quake: The most devastating earthquake to hit 
Algeria in two decades, May 22, killed at least 2,047 
people, the official APS news agency reported. 


Nearly 7,000 people were injured and many thousands more 
were left homeless, APS reported, after the 6.8-magnitude 
earthquake ravaged a zone east of Algiers, May 21 night. 


“Unfortunately we have not finished establishing these 
increasingly tragic figures," the Algerian Prime Minister, Ahmed 
Ouyahia, told reporters in the quake zone. "What is worrying is 
that there are still many under the rubble”. 


The quake was the most devastating to hit Algeria since a 
pair of temblors west of capital killed 2,500 in October 1980. 


French TV footage showed helmeted rescue workers dig- 
ging furiously through the wreckage of apartment houses and 
homes in a desperate search for survivors. 


One man said he saw panicked people jumping from a hotel 
window. 


The quake was deadliest in towns in the vicinity of Thenia, 
near the quake epicentre. Thenia is about 60 km east of Algiers. 


The quake hit about 7.45 pm, cutting electricity in some 
neighbourhoods of Algiers and causing panic throughout the city. 
About 10 aftershocks rippled through the area in the hours that 
followed. 


"It was a great shock," said Mohcine Douali, in Algiers. “I ran 
out to the street with my wife and my two daughters, and no one 
has been able to sleep because of the aftershocks”. 


Numerous towns throughout the Boumerdes districts east of 
Algiers were devastated, and residents of the region were 
swarming to hospitals, with injuries or to seek news of loved 
ones. Dozens of bodies were laid out, their families weeping 
over them. 


In Algiers, several building collapsed, reducing homes to piles 
of rubble mixed with kitchen utilities, clothing or a bicycle. 


People thronged the streets, preferring to be outdoors for 
fear of another temblor. 


Hakim Mohammed, of the Algerian civil protection unit in 
Algiers, said, May 24, he believed the death toll could reach up 
to 3,000 victims. 


Hope of finding survivors was quickly evaporating. Rescue 
officials said further rescues were very unlikely more than 72 
hours after a quake, and British officiais said, May 24, they would 
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soon puli out rescue workers and replace them with relief and 
recovery experts. 


Rescue operations in full swing: Bodies wrapped in 
blankets and plastic bags piled up in morgues as the toll mounted 
in Algeria's earthquake, May 23. 


Weary volunteers, their faces caked with cement dust and 
sweat, climbed huge mounds of smashed concrete to look for 
survivors. 


Entire families were among the dead after the quake flattened 
apartment houses and trapped countless bodies under the 
wreckage. Building leaned at dangerous angles. Domes toppled 
off mosques. The injured jammed into hospitals. 


Exhausted by nearly two days of digging for survivors, rescue 
workers in the town of Boumerdes, 48 km east of Algiers, said 
hope of finding more people alive under the rubble was beginning 
to fade. 


Saa Sayah, a captain in Algeria’s civil protection unit, said 
rescuers had already stopped. listening for voices of the living, 
but instead were being guided by the scent of decaying bodies. 


"There is not much hope here," he said in front c* a large, 
four-storey building that had collapsed. "We have already pulled 
up four bodies, but we can’t get further inside”. 


At another building, fwo women wearing black headscarves 
wailed and thumped their hands on their chests as a Swiss 
rescue team pulled the body of a 12-year-old girl from the 
wreckage. Grieving relatives held her dust-coated body tightly 
before she was covered in the blanket and put in the back of a 
yellow van. 


At another village in the quake zone, Corso, residents’ grief 
at the deaths of their loved ones was quickly turning to anger 
at what they said was a slow and inadequate official response. 


"We have only our hands and hammers," said Ismail Lizir, a 


| 42-year-old. “It’s been nearly three days, and there has been no 


sign of local authorities. What we need is heavy machinery”. 


“Our building is still standing because it was built by an 
honest man," said Lies Boumeridja, an egg and poultry vendor 
in Boumerdes in the quake zone. 


The official news agency APS said the Bounmerc. .s region 
counted 955 dead. Pointing to a ruined neighbouring building, 
Boumeridja added: "That house over there used to be filled with 
lovely people, but it was built by villains”. 


Officially, the death toll from the quake reached 1,759, May 
24, 
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But the number was expected tc rise as bodies are pulled 
from the rubble. At least 7,658 were injured. 


Aftershock jolts Algeria: A strong aftershock measuring at 
least 5.5 on the Richter scale jolted Algeria, May 27, causing 
- widespread panic and at least 200 injuries as more quake-dam- 
aged buildings collapsed in the east of the capital. 


State television said around 200 people were injured in the 
aftershock. One of three people feared trapped in a fresh Euilding 
collapse has been located. 


The aftershock, occurring six days after a massive earth- 
quake ravaged the region in the northeast of the country. 


President in tears at Evian summit: President Abdelaziz 
Bouteflika broke down in tears, June 1, as he told a surnmit of 
the world's leading economies about the earthquake which killed 
2,200 people. 


Bouteflika also "bared his soul a bit" to the leaders of G-8 
and other invited nations as he recounted the various natural 
disasters and calamities which had struck his country. 


“The Algerian President spoke twice. The first time, he spoke 
simply in a very emotional fashion, with tears. He spoke about 
the earthquake," a senior Canadian cfficial told reporters. "Then 
he came back at the end... it was a President who bared his 
soul a bit and recounted to us all the tribulations he had known 
since he took over the presidency,” the official said. 


Annan saddened by heavy loss of life: United Nations 
Secretary-General said, May 23, he was “deeply saddened” by 
the heavy loss of life, injuries and destruction caused by a 
powerful earthquake in Algeria, and pledged UN assistance to 
the victims. 


The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
has already provided an emergency cash grant of $50,000. In 
addition, a UN Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) 
team has been deployed to support the government in the 
coordination of the international response, and to assist in 
assessing priority needs. 


"To mobilize and coordinate international relief efforts, the 
United Nations has been in touch with several governmen:s, who 
have put Search and Rescue (SAR) teams and relief supplies 
on stand-by,” a UN spokesman said. 


The Secretary-General also extended his condolences to the 
families of the deceased, and to the government of Algeria. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras, Asian Age, New Delhi, and Le Matin, 
Algiers) 


CAMEROON 


a. Government closes Freedom FM Radio 
station: The government has forced a new radio 
station to shut down the day before it was due to 
go on air, Reporters Sans Frontieres (RSF) said, 
May 27. 


The Paris-based press freedom group said in a statement 
that police surrounded the offices of Freedom FM in the port city 
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of Douala on May 23 and closed the radio station on the orders 
of communications minister Jacques Fame Ndongo. The minister 
said Freedom FM did not have government permission to 
broadcast. 


RSF described the move as "a serious attack on press 
freedom,” designed to dampen media criticism of President Paul 
Biya and his government in the run-up to the presidential 
elections in 2004. 


"This uncalled for measure is a severe blow to news diversity 
in Cameroon," Robert Menard, the secretary general of RSF, 
Said in a letter to the communications minister. 


RSF had previously expressed concern at the government's 
closure of two privately owned television stations, RTA and Canal 
2, on February 19. 


The organisation noted that independent radio and television 
stations are officially allowed to exist in Cameroon, but that in 
practice they are forced to operate illegally since the authorities 
do not respond to requests for licences. It urged the government 
to allow Freedom FM to go on air. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Cameroon, page 997:a] 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Atrocities against Pigmy minorities: The 
military and other armed groups are committing 
atrocities, including mass murder and cannibalism, 
against the indigenous Pygmy minority, repre- 
sentatives from DRC said, May 21. 


The representatives, who were attending the UN Permanent 
Forum on Indigenous issues, said the allegations might be 
difficult to believe but true. 


They urged the media to keep the international community 
focused on the horrors being committed in the country, 
particularly against the pygmies. 


Describing the DRC a “a country at war in spite of itself,” 
Njuma Ekundanayo, a vice-chairperson of the Permanent Forum, 
told presspersons that while there were no exact statistics on 
the number of indigenous people of Congo, years of brutal 
violence and reprisals had clearly revealed that the Pygmy 
minority was the most attacked. She painted a picture of an 
entire race of people on the verge of extinction—politically 
marginalized in towns and villages and hunted down, trapped 
and eaten by the military in the Congolese jungles. 


Mass grave: Aid workers clearing bodies from a troubled 
north-eastern Congolese town have discovered a mass grave, 
bringing the death toll from tribal fighting to more than 300, a 
UN official said, May 22. 


Aid workers were tipped off about the grave, which was found 
to contain more than 32 bodies, May 21, by residents on the 
outskirts of Bunia where it was located, said isabel Abric, a 
spokeswoman for the UN mission in Congo. The bodies 
appeared to have been dumped into a pre-existing pit and were 
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in an a state of decomposition, making it impossible to say exactly 
how many were there , Ms Abric said. 


Toll in fighting touches 280: A team of French military 
officers wrapped up its mission to assess whether to send 
troops to troubled north-eastern Congo as the death toll from 
more than a week of tribal fighting rose to 280 people, UN 
official said, May 21. 


The French team, made up of army and navy officers, May 
21, discussed the logistics of deploying French troops with top 
UN military officials in Congo, said Hamadoun Toure, the UN 
spokesman in Congo. 


Since arriving, May 20, the French officers have been briefed 
on security in the region and have studied the local airport and 
other areas to identify a possible military headquarters and how 
to deploy and supply the troops, Toure said. 


' The United Nations wants to send an international force to 
the north-eastern Ituri district to prevent fighting between rival 
Hema and Lendu tribal factions from erupting again. 


Meanwhile, aid workers continued to recover bodies from the 
streets of Bunia, bringing the total number of confirmed dead to 
280, Toure said. 


352 civilians masscred, says militia: A Congolese militia, 
June 2, accused a rival group of killing 352 civilians in a weekend 
attack near the embattled north-eastern town of Bunia. 


Kisembo Bitamara, spokesman for the Party for the Unity 
and Safeguarding of the Integrity of Congo (PUSIC), said the 
attack was carried out by Lendu fighters backed by Congolese 
government troops at Tchomia on the shores of Lake Albert. 


"They killed 352 civilians, men, women and children, 37 
of whom were at the Tchomia hospital," Bitamara, whose 
party represents a segment of the rival Hema community, 
said. 


He said the attack at Tchomia, about 50 km east of Bunia, 
involved mortars and automatic weapons and started at 5 am 
local time, May 31, and lasted the whole morning. Officails in 
Kinshasa and Lenud commanders in the Bunia acould not 
immediately be reached for comment. 


"Kinshasa is’ behind this attack.... The Lendu did not have 
mortars and machine guns before they came from Kinshasa,” 
he said. 


UN to probe cannibalism report: The United Nations is 
taking the allegations of cannibalism in the troubled north-eastern 
Congo seriously and plans to investigate the reports, the Amos 
Namanga Ngongi, head of the UN mission in Congo, said. 


Allegations of cannibalism are once again circulating in 
north-eastern Congo, with terrified witnesses describing the 
mutilation and eating of the dead during more than a week of 
tribal fighting that killed scores. 


Church leaders and residents in Bunia, the capital of the ituri 
district, said Lendu tribal fighters killed civilians and combatants, 
cutting open their chests and ripping out hearts, livers and lungs, 
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which they ate while they were still warm. Fighting in Bunia 
subsided, May 30, but town remained tense. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras) 
[Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1047:b] 


DJIBOUTI 


a. RSF urges authorities to release editor: 
Reporters Sans Frontieres (RSF), May 26, urged 
the authorities to release newspaper editor Daher 
Ahmed Farah. 


Farah has been detained since April 20, for libelling Deputy 
Army Chief General Zakaria Cheik Ibrahim. 


RSF urged state prosecutor Djama Souleiman Ali to show 
clemency and request Farah’s release at the hearing. Farah is 
both editor of the newspaper Le Renouveau and the head of an 
opposition political party, the Movement for Democratic Renewal 
and Development (MRD). 


"To our knowledge, Daher Ahmed Farah has only exercised 
his right to inform the public, a right guaranteed by several 
international treaties ratified by the Republic of Djibouti," RSF 
secretary-general Robert Minard said. 


"Nothing justifies this prolonged detention," Minard added, 
noting that the United Nations condemns “imprisonment as 
punishment for the peaceful expression of an opinion." 


RSF also announced that a member of Lawyers Without 
Borders would arrive in Djibouti on May 26, to defend Farah. No 
local lawyer is willing to defend him. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Djibouti, page 1035:a] 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Japan grants $3 m for polio eradicton: The 
Japanese government and the Federal Republic of 
Ethiopia, May 29, signed a pact for eradication of 
polio in Ethiopia with the help of WHO and UNICEF. 


"| sincerely hope that this grant from Japan will make a 
significant contribution towards the Ethiopian government's goal 
of eradicating polio by the year 2005," Hiroyoshi Ihara, 
ambassador of Japan to Ethiopia, said during the signing 
ceremony. 


In addition to the support, the Japanese government had, 
through the Japanese International Cooperation Agency (JICA), 
been providing equipment, laboratory facilities, materials and 
technical support to the polio laboratory at the Ethiopian Health 
and Nutrition Institute. 


"Japan is committed to support Ethiopia in its goal of 
eradicating polio and other childhood diseases such as measles," 
he added. 


According to UNICEF and WHO, the annual immunization 
campaign aims to vaccinate around 14.5 million children under 
five years against polio. 
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it also intends to vaccinate a total of 16.2 million children 
aged between 6 months and 15 years against measies. 


b. Report on human rights abuses: The 
Ethiopian Human Rights Council (EHRCO) in its 
19th offical report, listed a number of cases of 
rights violation in the country, it was reported, 
May 28. 


According to the report, the abuses of human rights were 
perpetrated by government security forces. Those included 
extra-judicial killings, denial of medical treatment, tortures, 
kidnappings, rapes, imprisonment without trials, harassment and 
damage to private property. 


Those abuses were conducted with impunity in Oromia, 
Amhara, Tigray, SNNRS, Addis Ababa and Dire-Dawa in violation 
of Article 15 of the Ethiopian constitution, the report said. Similar 
violations of human rights were also committed to quell religious 
strife in Mekele. 


The report also said that 484 peorle were forced to flee their 
homes in conflicts between Oromos and Amharas in Wo'lega. 


The report accused the government of not taking any 
measures to defend the human rights of the citizens. It therefore 
urged the government to work towards the implementation of 
the constitutional rights of the people. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 


GABON 


a. Government shuts down two magazines: 
The government of Gabon has suspendec the 
publication of two magazines in a “campaign of 
intimidation against the privately owned press," 
Reporters Sans Frontieres said, May 20. 


it said that on May 12, the government's media watchdog, 
the National Communications Council, had ordered Misamu, 
which appears once every two morths, to cease publication 
because of a dispute between the founder and current editor 
over who owned the magazine. 


However, Reporters Sans Frontieres said that the decision 
followed the magazine’s publication of an article about the 
mysterious death of an aide to Pascaline Bongo, the eldest 
daughter of President Omar Bongo, who is also the head of the 
president's office. Misamu accused a sernior finance ministry 
official of murdering the deceased. 


Reporters Sans Frontieres said that three days later the 
govenment had ordered the suspension for three months of the 
weekly newspaper Le Temps. 


The government accused the newspaper of "besmirching the 
good name of the nation" by publishing an article which alleged 
that Bongo’s government had "wasted more than 500 billion CFA 
(US $87 million)in two nights" on lavish independence day 
celebrations, it said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
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GUINEA BISSAU 


a. President reshuffles Cabinet: Guinea 
Bissau’s President Kumba Yala, June 2, reshuffled 
his cabinet, naming a journalist who has been 
critical of his government as state secretary for 
tourism. 


The head of the national Red Cross was appointed as 
education minister. Joao de Barros, the owner of the Correio de 
Bissau newspaper, has been imprisoned several times for being 
critical of Yala while his paper has often been forced to stay off 
the shelves. The Portuguese news agency Lusa quoted de 
Barros as saying he would "fight for a better and more 
_prosperous Guinea for all". 


"| sincerely believe that being in government | will, along with 
my colleagues, change much of what is going wrong in our 
country,” de Barros said. 


The latest government changes in the country plagued by 
socio-political unrest were announced as diplomats said legis- 
lative elections set for July 6 are likely to be postponed. 
Re-registration of voters has run late and resources have not 
yet been found for the polls, the diplomats said. 


The head of the national Red Cross, Antonio Cumba Dias, 
was named education minister to replace Filomena Lopes who 
is currently ill and receiving medical treatment in Portugal, Lusa 
Said. 


Elections likely to be postponed again: Guinea Bissau’s 
belated legislative elections that were due to take place on July 
6, are “technically not feasible" due to inadequate funding and 
failure to complete updating voter registers in time, diplomats 
said, May 30. 


“There are problems mainly with funding and this is not likely 
to change soon," a diplomatic source in the capital, Bissau, said, 
May 30. "Donors are insisting on economic and political reforms 
before they can support the electoral process.” 


The Portuguese news agency, Lusa, quoted the National 
Electoral Commission spokesman, Filomeno Lobo de Pina, as 
saying that holding the elections on July 6, was "technically 
impossible" because the process of updating voter registers had 
not been completed. 


Initially scheduled for February, the polls were postponed to 
allow for updating of voters registers from April 17 to May 6, a 
key demand of the opposition and the international community. 
The leader of the opposition Socialist Alliance of Guinea-Bissau, 
Fernando Gomez, also told Radio France International (RFI) that 
conditions were not in place for elections. "One can no langer 
say that the people live in poverty,” Gomez told RFI, May 28. 


"They live in abject misery. Guinea-Bissau has never 
experienced such a deep economic crisis [and] unprecedented 
instability...workers have not been paid for seven months." 

(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Guinea Bissau, page 1001:a] 
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IVORY COAST 


a. Liberian refugees continue to arrive in 
Tabou: At least 2,000 Liberian refugees fleeing 
war-ravaged southeastern Maryland county arrived 
in Ivory Coast border town of Tabou over the 
weekend, exerting more strain on the town's already 
poor social infrastructure, aid workers said, June 3. 


In the past two weeks, aid workers who returned from a 
mission to Tabou said, at least 15,000 people had crossed from 
Liberia to lvory Coast. Most of them were Liberians who had 
beer displaced in the past. There were, however, also Ivorians 
and other West African nationals who had fled to Liberia at the 
height of the Ivorian crisis. 


"While some refugees had found shelter with local residents, 
some 2,500 had sought refugee in a UNHCR centre meant for 
700 people," sources said. "The Catholic Mission had welcomed 
more 1,200 within its compound.” 


b. Government to inquire into human rights 
abuses: The government is to launch an inquiry 
into human rights abuses in the country, ratify the 
treaty on the creation of the international court of 
justice and improve border security, Prime Minister 
Seydou Elimane Diarra told parliament, May 28. 


During a six-hour meeting with the Ivorian parliament for the 
first time, Diarra outlined a new governance programme that 
highlighted peace, security and human rights. He fielded 
questions on a wide range of issues during a presentation that 
was carried live on national TV and radio. 


The inquiry into human rights abuses, Diarra said, was to 
bring to justice those responsible for violations in the war-torn 
country since fighting between government and rebel fighters 
erupted on September 19. The UN Security Council, he added, 
would be asked to provide an international team in the months 
ahead to help the inquiry. 


To strengthen border security, Diarra said the government 
would appeal for financial assistance from the EU/ACP to 
strengthen the borders with Burkina Faso, Ghana and Mali. In 
the meantime, he said, commercial trucks and others cross-bor- 
der traffic would be escorted by military personnel. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Ivory Coast, page 1048:a] 


KENYA 


a. MPs warn govt against harassing Moi: 
Twenty KANU MPs, June 2, warned the govern- 
ment against harassing former President Daniel 
arap Moi. 


It was not clear what prompted their public defence of Moi, 
but references to the Presidential Retirement Bill suggest they 
were unhappy over the clause which bars beneficiaries of the 
pension scheme from participating in politics. 
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The MPs, led by opposition leader Uhuru Kenyatta, called 
for changes in the Bill, which provoked an angry exchange 
between Moi and the government when it was published nearly 
two months ago. 


Three of them, Nick Salat, Musa Sirma and Joseph Lagat, 
urged Kenyans to respect Moi for having steered the country 
through 24 years of political stability. Sirma said peace in Kenya 
owed its stability to the leadership of President Moi after he 
succeeded President Kenyatta in 1978. 


Lagat said KANU MPs were unhappy with parts of the Bill, 
which required a retired President to keep off politics in order to 
qualify for the statutory pension and other benefits. "We want to 
know what mistake Moi made in his 24-year rule to treated like 
this," asked Sirma. The MPs, speaking at a party to celebrate 
Kuresoi MP Moses Cheboy’s victory in the general election, also 
declared their support for Kenyatta’s bid for KANU chairman- 
ship. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


LESOTHO 


a. LDF helicopter plunges into the Katse 
Dam: A Lesotho Defence Force helicopter carrying 
a three- member television crew from Germany and 
an official of the Lesotho Highlands Development 
Authority (LHDA) plunged into the giant Katse 
Dam, May 20. 


A report from the LHDA head office in Maseru indicated that 
the accident happened as the LDF helicopter carrying the 
German Television crew, the LHDA official and the pilot were 
flying over the Katse dam during the filming of the dam by the 
TV crew. 


The report stated that the helicopter lost altitude anu plunged 
into the dam. All the three members of the undisclosed German 
television station managed to swim ashore while the LHDA 
official and the pilot were missing. 


The three Germans who managed to swim ashore were 
taken to Katse clinic for initial medical treatment after which they 
were airlifted to Bloemfontein, South Africa for further medical 
treatment. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


LIBERIA 


a. 2 defence witnesses testify in Aloysius 
Toe’s treason trial: The treason trial involving 
human rights activist Aloysius Toe continued, May 
20, at the Criminal Court "A" with two additional 
defence witnesses testifying. 


Witness Onesimus Barwon, assistant national director of the 
Catholic Justice and Peace Commission (JPC) told the court 
that the highly questioned e-mail document from:we rebel 
Liberians United For Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) was 
never regarded by the Liberian human rights community. 
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In his testimony, Barwon explained that, defendant Toe, as 
secretary general of the Coalition of Human Rights Defenders 
of Liberia, in September 2002, called a meeting of the coalition 
members and exhibited the document in which LURD outlined 
its blue print for peace and governance in Liberia. 


He said when the document was presented to the body, 
considering the “sensitive nature" and "security implications” 
coupled with the fact that the entire mission of the human rights 
organization fell out of line with the document contents, members 
at the meeting refused to discuss the document. 


The JPC deputy director under direct examination said Toe, 
as secretary general of the organization is the custodian of all 
documents of the coalition, and responded to all communications 
received, based on instructions from the chairman. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background info. Liberia, page 1002:c] 


MALAGASY 


a. Opposition restive in Antananarivo: Some 
10,000 supporters of the opposition movement, 
Committee for the Defence of Truth and Equality. 
(CMMR), took to the streets of Antananarivo, 


accusing the government of not having a "clear 
programme of action" to address the country’s many 


social and economic problems. 


Observers said, May19, 
the political crisis in 2002, which pitted election winner 
Ravalomanana against incumbent Didier Ratsiraka, the CMMR 
lent much-needed support to Ravalomanana’s campaign 


"t is always to the benefit of the country to allow differing 
opinions to be heard. This first public display of opposition [since 
Ravalomanana took power] will hopefully encourage a healthy 
debate over how the country should be governed. 


This would inevitably foster a greater sense of democracy," 
civil rights worker Madeleine Ramaholimihaso said. 


But while local media acknowledged some of the concerns 
raised by the opposition movement, an editorial in a leading daily 
newspaper, L'Express, argued that the real reason behind the 
protests was dissatisfaction amongst CMMR organisers sidelined 
by Ravalomanana’s government. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Malagasy, page 1015:a] 


MOROCCO 


a. UN mission extended by two months: The 
UN Security Council, May 30, extended by two 
months the mandate of the United Nations mission 
responsible for organizing a referendum in the 
territory. 


The council’s unanimous adoption of a resolution to extend 
until July 31, the mandate of the UN Mission for the Referendum 
in Western Sahara (MINURSO) follows its consideration earlier 


the protest was significant. During , 
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of Annan’s report on the work of the mission in which he 
proposed a new settlement option. He recommended the 
council approve the peace plan, which was Eeveere by his 
personal envoy, James Baker. 


The text adopted by the council, May 30, commended 
Baker's work in the Western Sahara, including his efforts 
to resolve the pending humanitarian issues related to the 
conflict and to implement confidence-building measures in 
the region led by the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR). 


In his report, Annan said that after many years of exemplary 
efforts by his personal envoy, the proposed peace plan - which 
combined elements of the draft framework agreement and 
agreed elements of the settlement plan—offered what could be 
an “optimum political solution” to the conflict. 


It would also provide the bona fide residents of Western 
sahara, following an appropriate transitional period, the oppor- 
tunity to determine their own future, which, in turn, would promote 
peace and stability in the region and would open the way to 
enhanced exchanges and cooperation between the countries of 
the Arab Maghreb Union. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Morocco, page 956:a] 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Sacked editor’s case goes to Supreme 
Court: The case of journalist Cassimo Ginabay to 
regain control of the independent weekly Demos 
has finally gone to the Supreme Court, a year after 
he was ousted from his post as editor in a palace 
coup. 


Although Ginabay rescued the paper from bankruptcy when 
he took over the editorship in 1997, a general meeting of 
CoopArtes, the cooperative that owned the paper, sacked him 
in March 2002. Ginabay claimed the meeting was invalid 
since it was attended by people who were not members of 
the cooperative. 


The man who called himself CoopArtes chairman, but whose 
name did not figure on the list of CoopArtes members, Evans 
Langa, went to court to obtain legal backing for the meeting’s 
decision to suspend Ginabay from all activities related with 
Demos. 


A Maputo Judge, Benvinda Levi, backed Langa, and on April 
1, 2002, issued a ruling which ordered Ginabay to hand over 
the keys to the Demos premises. He did so - but immediately 
appealed against the ruling. 


That appeal has been pending for over a year. Despite 
repeated requests from Ginabay’s lawyer, Zelma Vasconcelos, 
Levi took no action until recently, when finally she remitted the 
appeal to the Supreme Court. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info, Mozambique, page 1038:c] 


May 21—June 3, 2003 


NIGERIA 


a. Obasanjo takes oath as President: Presi- 
dent Olusegun Obasanjo took the oath of office for 
a second term as Nigeria’s leader, May 29. 


More than a dozen fellow African leaders watched as 
Obasanjo, in traditional white robes, raised his hand before an 
invitation-only crowd under high security in Nigeria’s capital. 


“I, Olusegun Obasanjo, do solemnly swear that | will be 
faithful and bear true allegiance to the Federal Republic of 
Nigerié, and that | will preserve, protect and defend the 
Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria," Obasanjo 
pledged, drawing cheers and applause from the crowd. "So help 
me Gald". 


Nigeria, an oil-rich nation of 120 million people, has never 
managed a successful civilian-run presidential election. Military 
coups Dlocked ail previous attempts, sometimes weeks after the 
vote. Obasanjo’s 1999 election to a first term, in a military-run 
vote, ended 15 years of often brutal, corrupt military rule. 


He easily won re-election on April 19, in a vote that opposition 
candidates charged was marred by fraud. International observers 
expressed concern, but none questioned the victory of Obasanjo, 
a southern Christian, over top rival Muhammadu Buhari, a 
northern Muslim. Both men were themselves former junta 
leaders. 


_ Marking _Nigeria’s prominence in Africa, fellow African 
Presidents turned out in force for the ceremony, held in an 
open-éir arena. 


Inauguration organisers said the leaders included those of 
South Africa, Senegal, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Senegal, Ghana, 
Togo, Benin, Ivory Coast, Sierra Leone, Mozambique, 
Cameroon, Mali, Gambia and Sao Tome and Principe. 


{ SOURCE: Hindu, Madras) 
[Backg-ound Info. Nigeria, page 1038:a] 


RWANDA 


a. Rwanda votes on constitution: Rwandans 
started voting, June 2, in a referendum on a draft 
constitution that strives to strike a balance between 
advancing democracy and curbing the ethnic ex- 
tremism that spawned a genocide in 1994. 


Preventing a recurrence of the horrors of that year, when up 
to a million people were killed over the course of 100 days and 
healing divisions between the minority Tutsi and majority. Hutu 
populations, is a theme that runs throughout the text. 


The constitution’s promulgation will pave the way for the 
country’s first presidential election since 1988, when the sole 
candidate was voted in with 99.98 per cent of the ballot. 


EIJ okays referendum: The European Union has given 
Rwanca’s referendum a clean bill of health and described the 
electoral process as “well-organised, well prepared and satisfac- 
tory." 
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The referendum on a new constitution received a resounding 
yes vote in the polis, June 2, with more than 90% of the vote. 


The new constitution seeks to provide safeguards against 
genocide and ethnic divisions by offering power-sharing guaran- 
tees in the country. 


Speaking at a press conference in Kigali, June 1, the head 
of the EU Observer Mission to Rwanda, Ms Colette Flesch, said 
the general outlook of the referendum was positive. 


"We have no knowledge of any major trouble, major probiem 
or major case of violence during this process," Ms Flesch said. 


The EU official told journalists that there were a few problems 
during the referendum, such as late opening of some polling 
stations, errors in the voters register and unauthorized persons 
in some polling stations. 


However, she said that those incidents were not as 
widespread so as to affect the observer's opinions about the 
referendum. 


“These are not the kind of problems that would put the results 
of the referendum in question. The difficulties do not affect the 
validity or outcome of the referendum,” Ms Flesch said. 
[Background Info. Rwanda, page 1051:b] 

b. Newly elected judge resigns before being 
sworn in: Judge Ahmad Mansoor from Pakistan 
has resigned from the United Nations International 
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) just before the 
swearing in ceremony, it was reported, May 28. 


Judge Mansoor was among the four judges expected to be 
sworn into the tribunal, May 26. 


As he did not show up persistent rumours concerning his 
possible resignation started circulating at the ICTR. 


The spokesperson of the tribunal Roland Amoussouga 
confirmed, May 28, that the judge resigned for “personal 
reasons.” He wrote a letter of resignation on May 20 which was 
hand delivered to the registar on May 22. 


Asked what the cost of this resignation will be for the 
Tribunal, Amoussouga answered "None. Judge Mansoor has not 
even spent a week here. We will not suffer from this. But the 
image of his country may", he added, explaining that Pakistan 
had certainly invested in lobbying for judge Mansoor's election. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SENEGAL 


a. Hardline leader of Casamance rebellion 
dead: Separatist rebels in Senegal’s southern 
province of Casamance announced, May 26, the 
death of Sidi Badji, a hardline leader who had held 
out against any compromise with the government 
on Dakar. 


The Movement of Democratic Forces of Casamance (MFDC) 
has confirmed the death of Badji at the age of about 83. Despite 
his advancing years, Badji had remained, at least nominaily, the 
head of the MFDC’s military wing and commander-in-chief of its 
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guerilla army which has waged a low-intensity war against the 
Senegalese government for over 30 years. Badji and his 
supporters opposed the softer line taken by MFDC’s veteran 
President, Augustin Diamacoune Senghor, a Roman Catholic 
priest who had recently shown a willingness to settle for a modest 
degree of autonomy for Casamance. _ 


The swampy and heavily wooded province constitutes the 
narrow tongue of southern Senegal that separates Gambia from 
Guinea-Bissau. The MFDC’s history has been marked by 
serious internal splits and personality clashes. The Senegalese 
government has frequently been accused of fomenting divisions 
within the the rebel movement, playing one faction against the 
other. 


President Abdoulaye Wade signed a provisional peace 
agreement with the MFDC in March 2001, but made clear that 
a real rapprochement between the government and separatists 
would require evidence of unity within the MFDC’s ranks. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Churches appeal fer $2.4 m to assist 
refugees: Action by Churches Together (ACT) 
launched, June 3, a US $2.4 million appeal for 
post-war reconstruction and recovery programmes 
targeting Liberian refugees in Sierra Leone. 


The programmes include food security, animal husbandry, 
water and sanitation rehabilitation. 


To be implemented by the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR), the programmes target at least 4,000 families, 
provide livestock for income generation activities, construct water 
wells and latrines and train hygiene promoters. 


UMCOR said under current conditions in Sierra Leone, food 
security would remain unstable in ihe eastern Koinadugu and 
Kailahun districts, because of poor availability and a rapid return 
of refugees. A large number of Liberian refugees had recently 
teturned to Sierra Leone to escape fighting in their own country. 
The UN High Commissioner Refugees and the Sierra Leone 
government, who started a census of refugees in the country in 
May, estimate that there are at least 55,000 refugees in the 
country. Most of them are Liberians. 


"Sierra Leone is recovering from a decade of civil war," ACT 
said. “The war caused almost half of the population to flee their 
homes at some stage, either to become refugees in one of the 
neighbouring countries or to become internally displaced people”. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SOMALIA 


a. Opposition party rejects Kahin as So- 
maliland President: The main opposition party in 
the self-declared republic of Somaliland said it did 
not recognise the legitimacy of President Dahir 
Riyale Kahin, according to a statement issued by 
the party, May 28. 
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A senior official of the Kulmiye (Solidarity) party said that it 
was prepared to talk to the ruling party, the Unity of Democrats 
Party (UDUB), “so long as they are not claiming to be the 
winners" of the April elections. 


Kahin of the UDUB, who had been the incumbent president, 
was confirmed as the winner of the disputed presidential election 
by the Somaliland High Court. 


Kulmiye’s presidential candidate, Ahmad Muhammad 
Silanyo - Kahin’s main challenger, said at the time that his 
party "categorically rejected" the results of the April 14 
election. 


The Kulmiye senior official said the party “does not recognise 
UDUB as the winner of the elections. 


The court's ruling was not based on the facts, and is an 
injustice”. 

"In the national interest, we are calling on UDUB to come to 
the negotiating table without any Peron and as equals", 
he added. 


"Kulmiye will do everything in its power to safeguard the 
country’s peace and stability.” 
{Background Info. Somalia, page 1028:b] 

b. Over 20 killed in ceasefire violation: Over 
20 people were killed in the course of an outbreak 
of heavy fighting in the Middle Shabelle Region, 
south-central Somalia, according to sources in 
Mogadishu. 


The fighting in the village of Raghe-Eil, 95 km northeast of 
Mogadishu, pits militias loyal to faction leader Muhammad Dhere 
against those of the Abgal sub-clan Muhammad Muse. The 
clashes, which began, May 29, were still continuing sporadically, 
a local journalist said. 


The fighting coincides with a visit to the country of an 
international fact-finding mission. 


The team, which includes representatives of the Inter- 
Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD), the EU, 
and the Arab League is in the country to observe the 
effectiveness of the ceasefire agreement signed by the 
Somali parties participating in the peace conference being 
held in Kenya. 


So far, at least 23 people have been killed and scores 
wounded “in and around Raghe-Eil", Anmadey Shaykh Hasan 
of the Muhammad Muse sub-clan said, May 26. 


Ahmadey said that 18 people, 17 of them civilians and one 
militiaman from the village, were killed in Raghe-Eil. 


On May 25, Muhammad Dhere forces attacked the village 
of Qordhere, 30 km west of Raghe-Eil, and killed five more 
people, he said. 


"Two of those killed were Koranic school children," he 
said. 
(SOURCE: East key Nairobi) 
{Background Info. Somalia, page 1052:a] 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


a. De Beers heir faces a new South Africa: 
De Beers, the world’s diamond giant, has spent 
much of its 118 years cajoling, strong-arming or 
soft-selling the governments of the lands where it 
does business, generally getting its way, said a 
report, May 7. 


Now, in its home base South Africa, the privately-owned 
white-run corporation faces its newest challenge from a govern- 
ment zent on cementing black political empowerment after 
apartheid with black economic power. That, essentially, will mean 
handing over mining rights and contro! of 26 per cent of South 
Africa’s mines over the next 10 years, according to new 
legislation. 


The drive for redistribution has also cast an unfamiliar 
spotlignt on De Beers’ dynastic successor—Jonathan Oppenhe- 
imer, the great-grandson of Sir Ernest Oppenheimer, the son of 
a German Jewish cigar seller who arrived in South Africa in 1902 
to represent a London diamond-buyer and ended up founding 
an empire. 


Fresh-faced, smooth-browed and with a shock of red hair, 
Jonatran-Oppenheimer, 33, is the latest scion to position himself 
to take over the family jewels. He is the only child of Nicholas 
Oppenheimer, 57, who became chairman in.1998. 


As De Beers’ head of producer relations, the younger 
Oppenheimer has started to say that he has big plans. "My 
great-grandfather said, ‘Enlightened nepotism is great, unenlight- 
ened nepotism is the worst thing," he said. "It has to be 
merit-driven. 


if | can live up to the roles | have in De Beers on the 
management side, then | would like to go places and hope 
opportunities will be provided. | have some huge things on my 
plate that | have to deliver. Yes, | am ambitious. No there's no 
certainly that ambition will be realized". 


Singnificantly, Oppenheimer chose to be interviewed in his 
father’s office at the headquarters of De Beers’ diamond-selling 
division in London. He spoke at a burnished wooden conference 
table where the notepads bore the motto “Jobs | must do before 
cricket"—~-a reminder of his obsession with cricket and of the 
priorities that put empire before play. 


He has given few published interviews, but, like his father 
and grandfather, Harry Oppenheimer, he has mastered a courtly, 
understated air, honing the distinctive difference that provides 
the puslic face of a muscular corporation whose 2002 sales were 
$5.15 billion. 


[Background Info. South Africa, page 1029:a] 


b. Agreement signed with Austria: South 
Africa and Austria have forged closer ties with the 
signing of a co-operation agreement on safety and 
security issues in Cape Town, May 27. 
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Safety and security minister, Charles Nqakula, and Austria’s 
interior minister Dr Ernest Strasser signed the agreement in 
Cape Town. 





Minister Nqakula said the agreement would see the two 
countries working together to fight organized and cyber crime 
and terrorism. 


‘We believe it has particularly become necessary for us to 
have those co-operative arrangements with countries because 
organized crimes are affecting all of us particularly those who 
are dealing with matters of peace and stability. 


"Safety and security is a very strong pillar for the creation of 
the atmosphere of peace and stability; firstly in our country but 
abroad as well," minister Nqakula said. 


Dr Strasser said his country had great interest in improving 
relations with Africa, and in particular South Africa. 


c. Mandela, MTV join hands to fight AIDS: 
Nelson Mandela joined forces with the music 
channel MTV, May 7, to warn one billion young 
people around the world about the dangers of AIDS. 


MTV, whose music videos are beamed to an international 
audience of teenagers, announced it was making a documentary 
about the former South African president, who for the film has 
invited youngsters from all over the world to his Johannesburg 
home to discuss the issues that worry them most. 


“With rising HIV infection rates around the world and the 
issues of war, terrorism and discrimination, young people now 
have so many important decision to make in their lives" Mandela 
said in a statement. 


"| am eager to meet the young people chosen by MTV to 
come to my home for a lively discussion on the many issues 
that face them today," he said. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg, Hindu, Madras, 
Deccan Herald, Bangalore and Asian Age, New Delhi) 


SUDAN 


a. Warring sides agree to monitor ceasefire: 
Sudan’s warring sides, meeting in Kenya, have 
agreed to monitor a cessation of hostilities accord, 
it was reported, May 23. 


The Sudanese government and the rebel Sudan People’s 
Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) signed an accord to 
establish a monitoring and verification mechanism under an 
already-existing Memorandum of Understanding on the cessa- 
tion of hostilities. 


Media sources, however, indicated that little progress was 
made on issues such as wealth and power sharing beiween the 
north and the south, as well as security arrangements during a 
six-year transition period provided for in the Machakos protocol, 
signed in July 2002. 


The closed-door session reportedly went through some 
difficulties after the government delegation threatened to leave 
the meeting in protest against the presence of two separate 
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delegations from Sudan's umbrella opposition, the National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA), and the Ummah political party. The 
two groups were not included in the earlier negotiations. 

Chief mediator in the talks, Lazarus Sumbeiywo of Kenya, 
said he would have high-level consultations with both Khartoum 
and the rebels in the "next couple of days" before deciding when 
the talks would resume. 


(SCURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


. [Background info. Sudan, page 1029:a] 


SWAZILAND 


a. Mswati receives draft constitution: A draft 
constitution for Swaziland has been formally handed 
to King Mswati Ill at the Ludzidzini Royal Kraal, 
SABC radio reported, May 31. 


The chairman of the committee that drew up the draft, Prince 
David Dlamini, said there was no input from the king or the 
government. Instead, the committee was helped by repre- 
sentatives from the British Commonwealth, the United Nations 
and South Africa. Dlamini said the draft protected human rights 
and gender equality. 


King Mswati said he could not bless the constitution until the 
Swazi people had had time to comment on it. Mswati, Africa’s 
last absolute monarch, has been under strong international and 
local pressure to reform the system of government. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Swaziland, page 1029:a] 


TOGO 


a. Eyadema poised for victory in election: 
President Gnassingbe Eyadema of Togo, June 2, 
looked set for re-election after a weekend vote, 
which the opposition said was riddled with fraud. 


But Eyadema’s government insisted the election had taken 
place amid “calm and serenity" and “in line with the electoral 
code". It said "the numerous foreign observers were witness to 
the efforts made by our small country, unjustly deprived of 
international aid, to hold the vote in good conditions”. 


About 187 international observers from 29 organisations and 
countries monitored the vote, June 1, in which Eyaderna, who 
has ruled the west African state for 36 years since wresting 
power in a coup in 1967, ran against five other candidates. 


But the man seen as posing the sternest challenge to 
Eyadema in the election, Gilchrist Olympio of the Union of Forces 
for Change party, was banned from contesting the election 
because the electoral commission deemed his candidacy 
application to be incomplete. 


The party, which fielded the less well-known Emmanuel 
Akitani Bob in Olympio’s place, denounced "massive fraud" in 
the election and called for a re-run. 


"The acts of fraud uncovered surpass even what we had 
expected," the party said. 
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Presidential aspirant arrested: Togolese security forces 
clashed, June 3, with demonstrators in the streets of the capital 
Lome following the arrest of independent presidential candidate 
Nicolas Lawson and the spokesman of the main opposition party 
Union of Forces for Change, Jean-Pierre Fabre. 


Later supporters of incumbent President Gnassingbe 
Eyadema paraded around the city in a convoy of at least 50 
cars and on bikes to celebrate what they said was a victory for 
their candidate in the presidential elections. 


Sources said that Lawson and Fabre were arrested for calling 
"people to revolt". Upon hearing of their arrest, their supporters 
took to the streets, especially in pro-opposition areas of Lome. 


Heavily armed security forces were however quickly de- 
ployed. An unconfirmed number of people were beaten while 
others were arrested, the sources said. 


Early results in the elections showed Eyadema, who has 
ruled Togo since 1967, ahead of Lawson and four other 
candidates with more than 59 per cent of the ballots, officials at 
the national electoral commission said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Togo, page 1006:a] 


UGANDA 


a. Army kills five LRA ‘rebels in Gulu: The 
army said it killed at least five LRA rebels in a battle 
at Opit, about 19 miles on the Gulu-Moroto road in 
Omoro county, east of Gulu town. 


The 4th division commander, Col. Nathan Mugisha, May 29, 
said the UPDF forces that battled the rebels later discovered 
the bodies in the bushes during a search. 


He said the deceased were part of the of the group that 
attacked Opit Catholic Mission and stole radio call systems and 
other items. This was the third LRA attack on Catholic missions 
in Gulu and Kitgum in about three weeks. 


The rebels attacked Palabek in Kitgum and Gulu Cathedral 
a fortnight ago and also abducted 44 students from Lacor 
seminary. 


[Background Info. Uganda, page 1054:a] 


b. Amnesty International condemns Uganda 
over human rights: Uganda has been named as 
one of the countries where the "war on terror" and 
quest for security has been used to justify the 
erosion of hard won human rights. 


The report of the international human rights watchdog, 
Amnesty International (Al) for the year 2002 released worldwide, 
May 28, said security forces have been involved in serious abuse 
of human rights. 


Releasing the report at the African Regional Office in 
Kampala, Al acting head Sheila B. Keetharuth said: "Uganda 
and Zimbabwe, among other countries, introduced legislation 
which restricted or threatened punitive [action] against the 
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press. In these and many other countries, journalists were 
arrested, harassed, imprisoned solely for doing their work." 


The report specifically mentioned the enactment in 2002 of 
the Suppression of Terrorism Act as a piece of legislation which 
was facilitated by the war on terror which "provided a pretext for 
some countries to enact restrictive laws". 


c. 200 aliens arrested in Kampala swoop: A 
joint security operation in Kampala, May 19, nabbed 
more than 200 aliens who have been living in the 
country without valid documents. 


Those picked up were being held at five police stations in 
the city: Central Police, Jinja Road, Old Kampala, Katwe and 
Kaweripe. 


Police spokesman Assuman Mugenyi said the operation, 
which started, May 19, was prompted by new terrorism threats 
both in the region and in the rest of the world. 


"Following the terrorism threats, we want to identify all the 
aliens here and ascertain their status," Mugenyi said. “We have 
realised that some of them don’t have clear documents, some 
overstay while some stay in queer places. We want to know 
why." 


Mugenyi said those found without valid documents would 
either bé prosécuted or deported immediately. He said the 


operation, which was carried_out by agents from police, military _ 


intelligence, Internal Security Organisation and Military Police, 
would continue to cover the whole country. 


By, May 19, the alleged illegal immigrants mainly Indians, 
Pakistanis and Somalis were locked up at the five detaining 
centres after they failed to identify themselves. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


ZAMBIA 


a. Norway, Zambia sign $3m deal: The office 
of the Zambian auditor general and the office of the 
auditor general of Norway, June 2, signed a $3.4 
million cooperation agreement running over a 
three-year period. 


The agreement would cover implementation of auditing 
standards, staff training, restructuring and developing a quality 
assurance mechanism. Speaking at the signing ceremony, June 
2, acting Auditor General Anna Chifungula said that the 
cooperation contract was in line with the main agreement 
between the Norwegian and Zambian governments. 


Ms Chifungula said the agreement would assist her office 
provide quality auditing services to government and other 
institutions to promote accountability in the management of public 
funds. She said the Norwegian government had assisted her 
office in 1998 in the first phase of the project through a US $1.7 
million funding which was meant to ensure that the auditor 
general's office operated independently, timely and was cost 
effective. 
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She said the second phase was also being supported by the 
Netherlands government which had pumped in US $ 1.7 million. 


Ms Chifungula added that the Norwegian office of the auditor 
general had been invited to take part in the development process 
with emphasis on transfer of knowledge. 


(SOURCE: Times of Zambia, Lusaka) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Tsvangirai arrested: Authorities , June 2, 
arrested Morgan Tsvangirai, leader of the opposition 
Movement for Democratic Change, at his home. 


He was accused of planning an illegal demonstration, said 
Wiliam Bargo, an opposition official. 


Police had come several hours before, around midnight, but 
left when they found Tsvangirai was not at home. Tsvangirai, a 
former trade union leader, has become increasingly defiant in 
his calls for Zimbabweans to rise against Mugabe and his policies 
which the opposition blames for sinking the country into 
economic and political disarray. 


The opposition had called for a week of strikes and protests 
against the government beginning June 2. In Harare, the strike 
was taking hold, with most shops, banks, and factories closed. 
Traffic was light, and only a few commuter buses were running. 


Opposition officials said they were planning for street 


~ 


| derrionstrations later in the day. 


It was not clear whether or not Tsvangirai would appear as 
scheduled in court where he is standing trial for treason. The 
government said he was part of a plot to assassinate Mugabe, 
charges he and his fellow defendants—two senior opposition 
officials—deny. State television, in its nightly news, June 1, said 
the demonstrations and strikes called by the opposition will be 
“met with the full wrath of the law". 


It said ruling party youths would break up opposition street 
demonstrations and quoted the defence minister, Sidney Sek- 
eramayi, as saying “enough measures" were being taken to stop _ 
protests. 


"Qur soil is very sacrosanct. We shall not allow it to be 
recolonised," Sekeramayi told the Zimbabwe Broadcasting 
Corporation. The government has repeatedly accused Britain, 
the former colonial ruler, of funding the Movement for Democratic 
Change and opposition-backed labour unions to mount a 
campaign to oust Mugabe. 


The television showed footage of troops and riot police being 
deployed in Harare, and file footage of teargas being fired on 
demonstrators in previous protests. Armoured vehicles and 
troops carriers headed for Harare, June 1, from their base at 
Inkomo barracks, 40 km northwest of Harare. 


Zimbabwe is facing its worst economic crisis since inde- 
pendence with record inflation of 269 per cent and acute 
shortage of hard currency, gasoline, medicines and other 
essential imports and food. Only international food aid has 
averted mass starvation. 
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Zimbabwe gears for showdown: Zimbabwe waited tensely, 
June 1, for the start of a week of planned anti-government 
protests that even the state media described as “defining 
moment" for the troubled southern African nation. 


Stores and supermarkets reported panic buying of food and 
provisions ahead of strikes and street marches called on June 
2 through June 6, by the opposition Movement for Democratic 
Change. Columns of armoured vehicles and troops carriers were 
seen heading towards downtown Harare from their bases at 
Inkomo barracks, 40 km northwest of the capital. 


The military and police have warned they would be ratrolling 
in force, June 2, to stop street demonstrations declared illegal 
by the government under strict security laws. The Sunday Mail, 
the biggest government newspaper, said it hoped Zimbebweans 
would not be "misled into backing the manoeuvres of the 
opposition". 

b. Magistrate under probe for passing lenient 
sentences: The government is investigating the 
conduct of Mogregor Kufa, the Mwenezi district 
resident magistrate, who’ is accused of passing 
lenient sentences in at least five separate cases, it 
was reported, May 29. 


The ministry of justice and parliamentary affairs has.set up 
a three-member committee to look into the allegations levelled 
against the magistrate. The committee is expected to siton June 
6, to deliberate on the matter. 


The committee’ includes Deny Ndebele, the Masvingo area 
prosecutor, Solomon Jenya Gutu, a resident magistrate, and 
Gweru senior magistrate, Johnstone David Butcher. Kufa is to 
be charged on five counts of misconduct for allegedly passing 
lenient sentences without giving reasons for such sentences. 
Contacted for comment, May 28, Kufa said: “I will not taik about 
the matter. | am not allowed to talk to the Press." 


But according to a report compiled by justice ministry officials, 
Kufa presided over five different cases at the Mwenezi Magis- 
trates’ Courts involving stock theft and passed sentences which 
were allegedly not commensurate with the crimes. This 
prompted Masvingo provincial magistrate, Enias Magate, to 
begin the investigations. 


c. Reserve Bank in crisis: The Reserve Bank 
of Zimbabwe’s banking supervision and surveillance 
unit has been further crippled following revelations 
that more staff have left over the past few months, 
including its head, Dr Charity Dhliwayo, who has 
resigned and is expected to leave at the end of 
June. 


Investigations have revealed that the unit, whose main 
mandate is to ensure discipline and to detect any irregularities 
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in the banking sector, has been losing staff to other financial 
institutions offering better remuneration, it was reported, May 
29. It has thus been operating at below capacity as reflected 
by its inability to stamp its authority in the financial sector. 


At least four financial institutions have either collapsed or 
been put under curatorship over the past few years because the 
central bank failed to effectively monitor and supervise institu- 
tions under its wings. 


it has often intervened atter the damage has been done, as 
was the case at the First National Building Society where the 
bank only came in after an estimated $1 billion fraud was 
detected by some auditors. Efforts to get comment from Dr 
Dhliwayo or other central bank officials proved fruitless. 


(SOURCE: independent, Harare) 
[Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 1055:a] 


‘INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS 





a. ‘Summit of the poor’ opens in Mali: A 
“summit of the poor” opened in Mali, June 1, while 
leaders of the G-8 industrialised nations were 
meeting in France. E 


Music and a parade of traditional hunters opened the 
alternative ‘summit, held in the village of Siby, near the Malian 
capital Bamako, participants said. 


"The G-8 summit cannot decide our future. It’: us who 
must talk about what we need," said delegate Barry Aminata 
Toure. 


Leaders of five African countries behind a development plan 
for the continent known as NEPAD (New Partnership for Africa's 
Development) and of Brazil, Mexico, China, India, Malaysia and 
Saudi Arabia were due to meet with leaders of the Group of 
Eight industralised states in Evian, France, June 1. 


Barry, president of the Mali branch of the Jubilee 2000 debt 
cancellation campaign, criticized NEPAD, and said the Siby 
summit would propose "an ideal type of finance for African 
development”. 


The continent's debt will be at the centre of the talks, said 
fellow participant Abubakar Issa, a member of a Nigerian 
umbrella group for development aid. "We will never be able to 
free ourselves from the debts we are paying. It's a noose around 
our neck. It's intolerable". 


According to participants, 70 per cent of the world’s poorest 
people live in Africa. Some 400 delegates from west Africa, 
Europe and Haiti are meeting in Mali, organizers said. 


(SOURCE: Deccan Herald, Bangalore) 
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ANGOLA 


a. FT 5.6 m credit from World Bank: The 
Angclan government received a financial credit 
valued 16.6 million dollars from the World Bank, that 
will -enefit the Angolan National Bank and National 
Institute of Statistics to provide technical assistance 
and economic management. 

Trat was announced in Washington, June 9, after an 
agreement was signed by the Angolan ambassador to the 
United States of America, Josefina Pitra Diakite, and the World 
Bank's vice-president, Callisto Maidavo. 


The amount will be usesful for the reinforcement of the 
Angolan government's capacity building in matters of macro 
economic reforms in the fields of planning, statistics, improve- 
ment in public finances and the national financing system. 


The current agreement is a result of negotiations between 
the Angolan government and the World Bank, started in 
February, which aimed the implementation of public investment 
reform systems and poverty reduction. 

b. Cabinda army chief surrenders: The army 
chiei of Angola’s Cabinda FLEC/FAC faction, 
Francisco Luemba, and another six high ranking 
offic.als with the movement have surrendered to 
government authorities. 


The six include the head of Military Counter-Intelligence 
Department, Jorge Gomes Macaia, the director for staff training 
and Central Committee member, Zeferino Conde Mabiala, and 
logistics secretary, Joaquim de Almeida Jimmy. They were all 
presented to the media, June 8, in Angola’s oil rich northern 
Cabinda province. 


Except for Zeferino Conde Mabiala who had been captured 
in combat by the Angolai Armed Forces (FAA), on March 26 at 
the Necuto region, all the others surrendered recently to 
government authorities. They said they made the decision to quit 
because of the "immense difficulties” FLEC/FAC is going through. 


The movement has gone extremely fragile, they said as they 
mainiained dialogue with the government for a solution to the 
Cabinda case. 

The Angolan government advocates dialogue for a peaceful 
solution to the situation in Cabinda but reluctance of a few 
independent factions in the province has systematically ham- 
pered the negotiations. 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek “x N, ‘give the force the 


{Background Info. Angola, page 1009:a] 
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BURUNDI 


a. Rebel group steps up attacks: Attacks by 
the Conseil National pour la Defence de la De- 
mocratie-Force pour la Defence de la Democratie 
(CNDD-FDD) rebel faction led by Pierre Nkurunziza 
have increased in several areas in Burundi, the 
latest being the abduction, June 16, of a local official 
in Kayanza province to the north of the country. 


Kayanza Governor Edouard Nkurunziza told IRIN that the 
rebels had abducted the administrator of Gatara Commune, 
Hermenegilde Manirambona. 


“They kidnapped and took him to an unknown destination. 
We also heard that his wife was kidnapped," Nkurunziza said. 
“Security forces are now seeking ways of saving them,” he 
added. The rebels also recently abducted the administrator of 
Rusaka Commune in Mwaro province, Etienne Bigirimana, and 
later freed him after he paid an unidentified amount of ransom 
money. 


Another administrator, Louis Niyonzima of Mutimbuzi Com- 
mune in the province of Bujumbura Rural, was reported to have 
escaped, June 15, from an CNDD-FDD assassination attempt. 
The rebels killed Niyonzima's bodyguard. 

b. Kagame, Ndayizeye pledge to boost re- 
gional stability: Presidents Domitien Ndayizeye of 
Burundi and Paul Kagame of Rwanda pledged, 
June 3, to help bring stability to the Great Lakes 
region by supporting peace efforts in Burundi and 
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). 


"We estimated that for the interest of all, the peace processes 
in the DRC and in Burundi should come to the end, and that 
relations between Rwanda and Uganda should be improved in 
the interest of the region," Ndayizeye said. 


Speaking to reporters in the Burundian capital, Bujumbura, 
upon his return from a one-day official visit to Rwanda, he said 
Kagame had agreed on the need to support the Burundi peace 
process. "President Kagame promised to convince armed groups 
[in Burundi] to implement the ceasefire agreements they have 
signed with the government, and for those who haven't yet 
signed to join the peace process," he said. 


Ndayizeye said he urged Kagame to support the African 
Union peacekeeping mission in Burundi, and that the Rwandan 
leader had-promised, "to use his power to persuade donors to 
e necessary support”. 


NS (SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johanensburg) 
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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Former ruling party leaders arrested: Eight 
executive board members of the former ruling party 
in the Central African Republic (CAR) were arrested, 
June 8, as they held a meeting in the capital, Bangui, 
communications minister Parfait Mbaye said. 


He said the Mouvement de Liberation du Peuple Centrafricain 
(MLPC) leaders had been organising “subversive meetings” to 
destabilise the new administration in Bangui. 


Former army chief of staff Francois Bozize ousted the 
MLPC-led government of Ange-Felix Patasse on March 15. 


Those arrested included the former minister of state for 
communications and MLPC second deputy chairman, Gabriel 
Jean Edouard Koyambounou, the former MLPC secretary-gen- 
eral and Patasse’s special adviser, Joseph Vermont Tchendo, 
and the former minister of education, Andre Ringui. 


Since the coup, all three men had been hiding in the Nigerian, 
Chadian and Japanese embassies, respectively. Former Prime 
Minister Martin Ziguele is still hiding in the French embassy, 
together with several other former ministers. 


“These people go out of embassies and organize subversive 
meetings to destabilise the regime," Mbaye said. He added that 
all the eight MLPC leaders were held in a Bangui police station. 


Regional troops disarm 187 former rebels: Troops of the 
Economic and Monetary Community of Central-African States 
(CEMAC) have disarmed and cantoned 187 former rebels loyal 
to the current Central African Republic (CAR) leader, Francois 
Bozize, the force’s spokesman said, June 5. 


“Because of the confusion that prevailed in Bangui and in 
the provinces, we decided first to neutralize the patriotic forces,” 
Col Augustin Bibaye, the spokesman, said. He was speaking 
during a news conference in Bangui, the CAR capital. He said 
large quantities of arms and ammunition as well as stolen 
vehicles had been recovered. The vehicles are to be returned 
to their owners. 


A massive joint operation by CEMAC troops, the CAR army, 
gendarmerie and police to rid the capital of unauthorised firearms 
began on May 23. Bibaye said that some of the former Bozize 
rebels had reported voluntarily to the CEMAC base. “Those who 
do not do so will be sought out,” Bibaye said. 


After they are registered, he said, the former rebels would 
be handed over to the government. State-owned Radio Cen- 
trafrique reported, June 5, that the former rebels would be sent 
to Chad for military training. Since ousting President Ange-Felix 
Patasse on March 15, Bozize has yet to restore security to the 
entire country. Despite a massive disarmament effort that 
followed his coup, many cases of armed robbery have been 
reported. Many of these were attributed to Bozize’s former 
combatants also called "patriotic forces” or "liberators". 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Central African Republic, page 1046:a] 
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CONGO 


a. Agreement reached to repatriate 6,500 
Rwandans: Agreement has been reached to repa- 
triate about 6,500 Rwandan refugees who have 
AA living in the Republic of the Congo since May 


Officials of the governments of Republic of Congo and 
Rwanda, as well as the office of the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees, signed the accord, June 6, in Brazzavile, the 
Congolese capital. 


The security adviser at the Congolese ministry of security of 
police, Col Pierre Mongo, said that the repatriation would be 
voluntary and that it would begin in three or four months. The 
intervening time would be used to ensure that reception sites in 
Rwanda were safe and ready for the refugees. 


Most of the refugees live in Brazzaville in the north the 
country and along the banks of the River Congo; where they are 
engaged in crop and livestock farming. 


But at the onset of the Republic of Congo's own war in 1997 
between rebels and the government Dennis Sassou-Nguesso, 
most of the Rwandans fled again to Angola and Cameroon. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


CONGO (DR) 


‘a. Multinational force shoot two militiamen 
in Bunia: Soldiers in the multinational force de- 
ployed in Bunia, eastern Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, shot dead two militiamen, June16, after 
coming under fire. 


The shooting of the militiamen, who were reported to have 
been intoxicated, was the first confirmed fatalities resulting from 
an exchange of fire between the French-led multinational troops 
and militiamen. 


The multinational force, requested by the UN Security 
Council, began deploying in Bunia a week ago, It was reported 
that so far 500 out of 1,500 troops expected were already in 
Bunia. The force is mandated to secure the town and protect 
UN staff, humanitarian workers and civilians. 


"Warned earlier of aggressive acis to the southwest of Bunia, 
a patrol of the multinational force went to the area. It was 
attacked by two militiamen,” the force’s spokesperson, Maj 
Xavier Pons, said in Bunia. 


“The patrol immediately responded with fire, killing both 
militiamen," Pons said. He added that no one from the force was 
hurt. Pons had warned that the peacekeepers “would respond 
firmly to all people threatening the life of the population and 
soldiers of the multinational force". 


UN confirms 70 killed in Ituri village: The UN Mission in 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (MONUC) confirmed, 
June 15, that Lendu militiamen had killed 70 people in the eastern 
Congolese village of Nkora, near Mahagi town, Ituri district, close 
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to the Ugandan border. "i have reliable reports of the massacre 
from an independent source," Col Pieter Harmse, MONUC’s 
spokesperson in Uganda, said in Kampala. 


"Basically, the Lendu fighters attacked the village itself, 
chopping up and killing pretty much all civilians - | don’t know if 
they were all Hema or what ethnic group they were.” 


Hə said the information had come from a Congolese farmer 
in the village, not from any member of armed belligerents in 
Ituri's war. 


The attack was the second by Lendu militiamen reported 
in less than three weeks. At the end of May, the Hema-domi- 
nated Parti pour l'unite et la sauvegarde de l'integrite du Congo 
(PUSIC), led by chief Kawa Panga Mandro, distributed 
photographs of some 250-300 dead unarmed civilians in the 
predominantly Hema town of Tchomia, on the shores of Lake 
Albert, which divides southern Ituri from neighbouring Uganda. 


UNICEF condemns atrocities against women and chil- 
dren: The United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) has raised 
alarm over violence meted against women and children in the 
ongo ng conflict in Ituri province, east of the Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRC). 

The UN body is particularly worried about recent reports that 
thousands of women and girls were being brutally attacked, 
raped, mutilated and killed in the war-torn province, and has 
called upon all actors to the conflict to put an end to the atrocities. 
"These- attacks against innocent civilians are committed with 
impunity," said UNICEF executive director, Carol Bellamy in a 
statement released, June 6. 


“Those individuals and groups who are committing these 
horrric crimes must never forget they are accountable under 
international law. When the time comes, the world must hold 
them accountable," Bellamy warned. 


An estimated 20,000 women and an equal number of children 
have been displaced by the recent outbreak of fighting, mainly 
between the Hema and Lendu militia groups. 


The UN agency is concerned that various armed groups 
recently recruited thousands of children, some younger than 10 
years old. Many of those children, believed to comprise a third 
of the 30,000 fighters, have been forced to take part in horrific 
violence, while countless others have been killed or maimed in 
combat. 

(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1059:a] 


DJIBOUTI 


a. Editor re-arrested just two days after 
release: Reporters Sans Frontieres (RSF) has 
protested against the re-arrest of newspaper editor 
Daher Ahmed Farah on June 5, just two days after 
his release from custody. 


The organisation has called on the authorities to release 
him immediately. The editor of Le Renouveau newspaper and 
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head of the opposition party Movement for Democratic Renewal 
and Development (MRD), Farah is the subject of several libel 
suits filed by the armed forces. l 


"Although he was placed back in custody for a different matter 
from the one for which he was previously released, we are 
outraged by this utterly unjustified decision," RSF secretary-gen- 
eral Robert Minard said in a letter to state prosecutor Djama 
Souleiman Ali. 


"Farah was simply exercising his right to inform the public, 
a right guaranteed by several international treaties ratified by 
the Republic of Djibouti," M nard noted. 


In his letter to the state prosecutor, M,nard referred to the 
opinion of Stephane Zerbib, a lawyer hired by RSF to defend 
Farah because no lawyer in Djibouti was willing to take the 
case. 


Zerbib said Farah’s re-arrest was all the more unjustified 
since General Zakaria Cheik Ibrahim, the army's chief of staff, 
had offered to withdraw his lawsuit in return for a letter of 
apology. 

Farah declined, but, as Minard noted, if the editor could 
have avoided prosecution simply by apologising, imprisonment 
seems even more disproportionate to the wrong Zakaria claims 
to have suffered. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Djibouti, page 1059:a} 


EGYPT 


a. Supreme Court upholds conviction of two 
journalists: The Egyptian Supreme Court upheld 
a decision by the criminal court of Cairo to imprison 
two journalists - Moustafa Bakry and his brother 
Mahmoud Bakry, June 1, for a term of one year for 
the offence of libel and slander. 


The complainant in the case was Mohammed Abd El-Aal, 
chairman of the El-Adala political party. The police arrested 
the two brothers on June 2 in order to implement the 
decision. 


They were detained briefly in Cairo before being transferred 
to the Tora Farm. Prison, where they will serve the duration of 
their sentences. 


The two brothers had published two articles in E/-Ahrar in 
1996,criticizing Abd El-Aal’s management of the El-Adala party. 
The complainant viewed these articles as a form of libel or 
slander directed towards him, and filed a complaint before the 
Cairo criminal court. 


The court sentenced the two individuals to one year hard 
labour, and ordered them to pay tentative compensatory 
damages. However, the decision was suspended pending 
appeal to the Supreme Court, which ultimately upheld the 
decision of the criminal court. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairoki) 
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GUINEA 


a. Opposition conference banned: The gov- 
ernment has banned five foreign politicians from 
entering Guinea to attend a conference on democ- 
racy organised by veteran opposition leader Alpha 
Conde. 


It has also prevented the conference itself from taking place. 
Conde arrived at Conakry airport, on June 8, on a flight from 
Senegal with the dignitories, who included Mustapha Nyass, the 
former Prime Minister of Senegal, Mamadu Yusufu, the former 
Prime Minister of Niger, Paulo Jorge, a former foreign minister 
of Angola and a French Socialist Party representative. 


But immigration officials refused to allow the foreigr politi- 
cians entry to Guinea and they were forced to leave on the same 
aircraft. Eyewitnesses said supporters of Conde’s Rally of the 
Guinean People party (RPG) subsequently clashed with police 
who fired teargas cannisters into the crowd. The procestors 
responded by throwing bricks and stones, they said. 


The fracas was the latest of several incidents to take place 
as Guinea gears up for presidential elections in December, when 
President Lansana Conte Is expectec to seek a fresh term. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


IVORY COAST 


a. Annan names General to head UN military 
mission: UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan has 
appointed a Brigadier-General from Bangladesh to 
head the United Nations military observer contin- 
gent (MINUCI). 


The Secretary-General informed the president of the Security 
Council of his intention to appoint Ger. Abdul Hafiz to the post 
of Chief Military Liaison Officer of MINUCI, effective, June 5. 


He informed the council president that Austria, Bangladesh, 
Benin, Ghana, India, Ireland, Jordan, Kenya, Nepal, Niger, 
Nigeria, Pakistan, Paraguay, Poland, the Republic of Moldova, 
Senegal, Tunisia and Uruguay have agreed to provide military 
liaison officers for the initial group of 26 officers. 


MINUCI was established in May to help guide efforts to 
implement the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement, a French-brokered 
peace accord reached in January that called on the government, 
rebels and the Opposition to share power in a trans tional 
government until elections in 2005. 


Security Council concerned at humanitarian situation: 
The UN Security Council, June 3, again expressed its concern 
at the humanitarian situation in Ivory Coast, saying it was 
particularly worried about the situation of Liberian refugees who 
had recently crossed the border into the country. 


Welcoming recent progress in the implementation of the 
Linas-Marcoussis peace accord for the country, the council 
president ambassador Sergey Lavrov said in a press statement 
that members were satisfied at the presentation to the National 


June 4—17, 2003 


Assembly, by the Prime Minister Seydou Diarra, of a draft 
programme for implementing the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement. 


"They also welcomed the start of discussions between the 
Ivorian national army (FANC!) and Forces nouvelles [various 
rebel groups] on arrangements for disarmament," Lavrov said. 


"They called on the parties to continue to take the 
Linas-Marcoussis process forward, in particular by appointing 
ministers for defence, interior and women affairs." 


Council members were briefed on the visit by the monitoring 
committee to the western part of the country on May 25, and 
received an update by France on the activities of its troops. 
"They welcomed the successful implementation, in particular in 
the west, of the complete ceasefire reached on May 3," he said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Ivory Coast, page 1061:a] 


LESOTHO 


a. Law Society condemns arrest of its presi- 
dent: The Lesotho Law Society has condemned the 
arrest of its president, Zwelakhe Mda at the 
weekend on allegations of defeating the ends of 
justice, it was reported, June 17. 


Counsel for Mda, Salamane Phafane, said according to the 
warrant of arrest Mda was arrested for alleged interference with 
investigations into the murder of Mayile Mosisili, the son of 
Lesotho’s Prime Minister, Pakalitha Mosisili, two years ago: 


He said the Law Society was amazed by the action as Mda 
is the defence counsel for the accused in the murder case. 


Mda was arrested together with two other persons after the 
police had alleged that Mda attempted to induce the other 
persons to turn against their evidence in the murder case. 


Phafane said he had demanded the police docket in the case 
from the director of public prosecutions. The date for the hearing 
of the case still had to be determined. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


LIBERIA 


a. Government, main rebel groups sign 
ceasefire accord: The Liberian government and 
the country’s two main rebel factions have signed 
a ceasefire agreement paving the way for compre- 
hensive peace talks and the proposed formation of 
a transitional administration. 

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s representative for Libe- 
ria, Abou Moussa, reported that the 12-point cessation of 
hostilities. agreement was signed in Accra, Ghana, between 
Monrovia and the two rebel movements, Liberians United for 
Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) and the Movement for 
Democracy and Elections in Liberia (MODEL), it was reported, 
June 17. 


According to the agreement, the signing "shall be followed 
immediately by the engagement of the government of Liberia, 
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LURD and MODEL with all other Liberian political parties and 
stakeholders in dialogue, to seek, within a period of 30 days, a 
comprehensive peace agreement." 

(See aiso Sierra Leone, page 1076) 


The agreement calls for the formation of a transitional 
government, which will not include President Charles Taylor, in 
accordance with his 4 June declaration at the opening of the 
Accra talks. In his address, President Taylor offered to "remove 
himself from the process that would continue to perpetuate this 
crisis [as] it has become apparent that some people believe that 
President Taylor is the problem.” 


Government recaptures key port on eve of ceasefire: 
Jubilant Liberians drove round the capital Monrovia in cars and 


buses waving white flags, June 17, to celebrate the signing of 


a ceasefire agreement with two rebel movements. 


The government meanwhile announced that it had recaptured 
the port of Greenville in a last minute offensive to regain lost 
territory before the ceasefire agreement was signed at peace 
talks in Ghana on June 17. 


Kiss FM, the private radio station of President Charles Taylor, 
said government forces had retaken Greenville, June 16. The 
timber export port, 250 km southeast of Monrovia, fell to rebels 
of the Movement for Democracy in Liberia {MODEL} in mid-May. 


Presidential spokesman Vaani Paaswe meanwhile said that 
government forces had pushed back fighters of another rebel 
movement, Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy 
(LURD), as far as Kley Junction, 35 km from Monrovia. 


"Government troops are in full control of Kley and | have just 
returned from there," Paaswe said. LURD launched a fierce 
attack on Monrovia shortly after the peace talks began in Ghana 
on June 4 and succeeded at one point in advancing to within 
five <m of the city centre. However, its fighters withdrew from 
the capital's western suburbs five days later. 


Taylor, rebels asked to honour pact: Washington and 
Wes: African nations, June 17, pressed the Liberian President, 
Charles Taylor, and rebels to carry out in full their pledge to end 
years of vicious civil war. 


The deal called for an end to fighting in the 3-year-old war, 
which has seen rebels push to Liberia's capital in their drive to 
force out Taylor. 


‘The eyes of the world are on you now,” the former Nigerian 
military ruler, Abdulsalami Abubakar, mediator of talks that 
brought the ceasefire signing, June 17, in Ghana’s capital, 
warned Taylor's government and Liberia’s two rebel movements. 


Abubakar urged Taylor's fighters and their rebel enemies "not 
to betray their Liberian compatriots” by breaking their accord. 


There was no immediate word, June 17, of the new fighting. 
Action on the rest of the deal was to start soon after a ceasefire 
verification mission, with logistical support from the United 
Nations, is to arrive in Liberia by the weekend. 
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A West African-led “stabilization force" of 2,000-plus troops 
would follow, said Mohammed Ibn Chambas, executive secretary 
of the West African regional bloc that pressed for the deal. 


Chambas said the force could include the US or other 
Western contributions. US authorities confirmed that some US 
role was being considered in the force for Liberia, a nation 
founded by free American slaves in the 19th century. 


immediately after the weekend verification mission, political 
talks were to start on an interim government—one that would 
exclude Taylor, an indicted war-crimes suspect accused in 14 
years of gun-running, diamond-smuggling and conflict in West 
Africa. 


Under the accord, Liberia's government, rebels and political 
parties will "seek within 30 days, a peace agreement. The peace 
agreement shall amongst other issues, cover...formation of a 
transitional government, which will not include the current 
President”. 


Liberians turn to US: Earlier, killers with AK-47s—empow- 
ered by their weapons, whiskey and warlord President Charles 
Taylor's sanction of savagery—— overran Monrovia. 


Refugees filled Monrovia's decayed, overgrown, high- co- 
lumned mansions, built in faithful memory of the American south, 
it was reported, June 20. Bloodied bodies filled the city’s main 
hospital, John F Kennedy memorial. 


Even in their torment, few in Liberia have forgotten their 
country’s proud founding as Africa's first republic, created by 
freed slaves returned from America. 


But isolated in their misery, Liberians say that Americans 
have forgotten them. 


America is our elder brother. They ied us from day one,” said 
Bobby Jacob, a street peddler. "Let them remember us!" 


b. Journalists robbed, tortured: At least 25 
Liberian journalists have been displaced from their 
homes by recent fighting in Monrovia, while others 
have been robbed, abducted and tortured by 
government fighters and rebels. 


"Following the recent incursions of LURD rebels into 
Monrovia, residents of the Duala and New Kru Town suburbs 
[were] subjected to a reign of terror, alleged to be mainly 
perpetrated by government forces,” Prof Kwame Karikari, 
executive director of the Accra-based press freedom group said 
in a statement, June 17. 


"Journalists and human rights activists in Monrovia have 
been the worst victims of what appears to be the targeted and 
systematic looting, arson and rape of residents caught up in the 
raging conflict," he said. 


independent journalist Lyndon Ponnie narrowly escaped 
death when armed men attacked his home on June 12 and 
robbed him of every possession. "He now passes the night at 
his office in central Monrovia. The whereabouts of his family are 
not known,” it was reported. 
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It said the former editor of The Concord Times had been a 
constant victim of harassment and death threats for campaign- 
ing to discredit the government of President Charles Taylor. The 
Concord Times was banned in 2000 for publishing stories about 
corruption in government. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi, Hindu, Madras and Asian Age, 
New Delhi) 


{Background Info. Liberia, page 1049:a} 


MAURITANIA 


a. Coup attempt foiled: Troops loyal to Mauri- 
tanian President, Maaouya Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya, 
June 9, said they had seized Nouakchott fromthe 
rebels. i 


The city trembled to the sound of shelifire as President Taya’s 
soldiers launched an assault before sunrise with the help of 
reinforcements rushed from garrisons in the desert interior of the 
country. 


Sporadic gunfire shifted out to the suburbs as the putschists 
were driven out. They had stormed the presidential palace, June 
8, in the biggest challenge to Taya since he took power in a 
bloodless 1984 coup. 


"Victory, victory," chanted Taya’s supporters as they cruised 
dusty streets with car horns blaring, but sensitive areas like the 
palace remained cordoned off. 


“The putsch is over, the army is back in control,” assured 
one soldier, Mohammed Lemine, standing guard at a checkpoint. 


Following a split between black Africans and light-skinned 
Arabs, the Muslim majority country had been gripped by unease 
over the arrest of dozens of Taya’s Islamic activist oppcnents 
before the coup. 


AU interim chairperson condemns coup attempt: The 
interim chairperson of the Commission of the African Union (AU), 
Amara Essy, condemned a coup attempt in Mauritania, June 8. 


Amara Essy condemned the coup attempt which runs 
counter to the Lome Declaration on unconstitutional changes of 
government and the principles enshrined in the Constitutive Act 
of the African Union. 


The interim chairperson reaffirmed AU's total rejection cf any 
attempt to seize power by coup or other unconstitutional means, 
as well as its unflinching commitment to respect for constitutional 
order. 


Presidential elections set for November despite coup 
attempt: Mauritanian President Maaouiya Ould Sid’'Ahmed Taya 
has confirmed plans to go ahead with presidential elections in 
November after narrowly surviving a coup attempt that led to 
two days of heavy fighting in the capital Nouakchott. 


The interior ministry said, June 11, the presidential election 
would go ahead as planned on November 7 and a three-month 
exercise to update the voters’ register would start, June 15. 
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Ould Taya, who came to power in a 1984 coup, is widely 
expected to seek a further six-year term as the leader of this 
desert nation of less than three million inhabitants. 


He made Mauritania a multi-party Islamic state in 1991, but 
the Opposition has consistently complained of government 
harassment. 


Sketchy details have begun emerging of casualties in the 
coup attempt, during which the insurgents bombarded and briefly 
occupied the presidential palace. 


Although the Mauritanian authorities have remained silent 
on the matter, Moroccan radio reported that 29 people had died, 
including five civilians. The Moroccan news agency said 23 
Mauritanian soldiers injured in the fighting had been flown to 
Morocco for treatment. 

b. Islamist weekly banned: Reporters Sans 
Frontieres (RSF) has voiced concern about the 
banning of the Islamist weekly Raya and the 
closure of its offices under an interior ministry 
order of June 1. 

"As far as we know, this Islamist publication has never called 
for violence, contrary to what the Mauritanian authorities say,” 
RSF secretary-general Robert Minard said. 


"One cannot help thinking that this ban on a newspaper that - 
was never sparing in its criticism of the government is simply a 
means to gag a part of the Opposition six months pene the 
presidential election,” Minard added. - at 


Raya had previously been told to stop publishing in early 
May, when some 30 people in Islamist circles were arrested on 
charges of inciting violence. 


Those detained included Jami! Mansour, a Raya contributor 
and member of parliament. 


Raya editor-in-chief Ould Wediaa, who is currently in hiding, 
said, May 30, that the interior ministry had accused the 
newspaper of trying to "sabotage" the government and promoting 
"intolerance. 


" Wediaa said the newspaper had simply reported the 
positions of all segments of the political class. He described the 
ministry order as “arbitrary.” 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


MOROCCO 


a. Newspaper editor held under new anti-ter- 
rorism law: Reporters Sans Frontieres (RSF) has 
protested over the detention of Mustapha Alaoui, 
managing editor of the Arabic-language weekly A/ 
Ousboue. 

He has been held under a new anti-terrorism law since June 
5, 2003 for publishing a letter from a hitherto unknown group 
claiming responsibility for three of the five bombings in 
Casablanca on May 16. 

Alaoui, aged 67, was detained on June 5 at his home and 
placed in custody. 
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On June 7, he was rushed to Ibn Rochd hospital in : 
Casablanca after suffering a diabetic attack. On June 10, he was `: 


transferred to Sale prison, near Rabat, and he is expected to 
appear before an investigating judge. 


"We call for Alaoui’s immediate release, especially since his 
health has deteriorated in the course of his detention,” RSF 
secretary-general Robert Minard said. 


"IF he has to be interrogated as part of this investigation, he 
should at least be free when he appears before the judge," 
Minard added. Minard noted that RSF has previously criticised 
parts of the anti-terrorism law passed by Parliament. 


“Today we are witnessing the first of the abuses this law is 
capable of producing,” he added. Alaoui was arrested shortly 
after the latest issue of his weekly appeared on newsstands. 


Its front page carried the text of a letter from an unknown 


group calling itself Assaqa claiming three of the five Casablanca 
bombings. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Morocco, page 1026:a] 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Government signs ADB agreement for 
water programmes: Mozambique has signed two 
loan and grant agreements worth US $30 million 
with the African Development Bank (ADB) to finance 
urban water supply and sanitation programmes, it 
was reported, June 6. 


The project aims to improve the access, quality and 
sustainability of water supply and sanitation services in low-in- 
come urban areas in Chokwe, Inhambane, Maxixe and Xai-Xai 
in the south of the country. It would include training programmes 
on sanitation, environment, solid waste management, HIV/AIDS 
and malaria. An ADB statement said the project hopes to 
increase the water supply coverage rate from 37 per cent to 65 
per cent, and by 2007 reduce waterborne diseases. 


Southern Mozambique lies in the southern African drought 
belt and is prone to shortages of food and safe drinking water. 

b. Cholera kills 87 people: Eighty seven people 
have died of cholera in Mozambique since the 
beginning of 2003, the World Health Organisation 
(WHO)reported, June 17. 


_ As of June 15, 2003, 11,796 cases were reported by the 
ministry of public health in Mozambique, the organisation said. 

Maputo province in the south of the country registered the 
highest number of cases at 4,124, with 31 deaths. 

The report noted that the peak of the outbreak in Maputo 
province occurred at the same time as a cholera outbreak in 
Mpumalanga in neighbouring South Africa, and northern Hohho 
in Swaziland, which also borders Mpumalanga. 

The risk of continued cross-border infections has prompted 
WHO to propose cross-border initiatives to control the outbreaks. 
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A total of 2,004 cases, including 29 deaths, were reported 
in Gaza province further north in Mozambique and 2,812 cases, 
including 14 deaths, in Sofala province in the centre of the 
country. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


RWANDA 


a. ICTR trial of Military (1) resumes: The trial 
of four senior officers in the former Rwandan army 
resumed, June 16, at the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), with the testimony of 
a person who has been condemned by the tribunal 


The “Military |" trial groups together the former director of 
cabinet in the ministry of defence, Colonel Theoneste Bagosora, 
jointly tried with the former head of military operations of the 
army, General Gratien Kabiligi, former army commander of 
Gisényi region, Lt Colonel Anatole Nsengiyumva, and the former 
commander of the para-commando battalion in Kanombe 
(Kigali), Major Aloys Ntabakuze. 


They have pleaded not guilty to charges of conspiracy to 
commit genocide and war crimes. The trial resumed with the 
prosecution calling of Georges Ruggiu, a former journalist with 
Radio-f,l,vision Libre des Milles Collines (RTLM). 


Ruggiu, a Belgian of italian descent, was sentenced by the 
iCTR to 12 years in prison on June 1, 2000 for incitement to 
commit genocide. During his examination-in-chief by Drew 
White, a member of the prosecution team, Ruggiu dwelt on the 
workings of RTLM during the 1994 genocide without linking it to 
the alleged responsibilities of tè accused. 


He explained that before the shooting down of President 
Habyarimana’s plane on April 6, 1994, the target audience of 
RTLM were "all those who supported the ideals of the ruling 
party, the MRND". 


More genocide suspects rearrested: The Rwandan gov- 
ernment has rearrested 5,770 genocide suspects who had been 
provisionally released in early 2003, an official in the ministry of 
justice said, June 11. 


They were rearrested after fresh allegations were made 
against them, Hannington Tayebwa, head of judicial services in 
the ministry, said. The allegations were made in two reports by 
IBUKA, an umbrella organisation that groups association of the 
1994 genocide survivors, he said. 


"We had to arrest them as we embark on investigations 
into these new accusations," he said. He said some who had 
confessed to killing one person were now being accused of 
killing more than three. "We need time to verify these. facts," 
he said. 


The rearrests began in May with 787 of them being held 
soon after they left camps where they had undergone three 
months of reintegration and rehabilitation. The suspects were 
taken from their homes back to prison, Tayebwa said. 
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They were among 22,567 suspects who completed the 
training in the camps across the country. Most hac spent 
between seven and eight years in prison awaiting trial for 
genocide-related crimes. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Rwanda, page 1051:a] 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Liberian troops seek refuge in Sierra 
Leone: A group of 131 Liberian government soidiers 
accompanied by over 200 dependents has crossed 
the border into Sierra Leone and surrendered to the 
Sierra Leone army, a military spokesman said in 
Freetown, June 17. 


He said the group had crossed from Lofa county in 
northwestern Liberia, where government forces have been 
fighting the Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy 
(LURD) rebel group, to the Kailahun district of southeastern 
Sierra Leone over the past few days. 


The Liberian soldiers had handed over 102 automatic rifles, 
one light machine gun and three rocket propeiled grenade 
launchers along with a quantity of ammunition to the Sierra Leone 
army, the spokesman said. 


The soldiers and their dependants had been transported in 
trucks made available by the UN peacekeeping force in Sierra 
Leone to the Mafanta internment camp near Magburaka in central 
Sierra Leone, he said. 


Their defection indicates that Liberian government forces lost 
ground in some areas during a surge in fighting which preceded 
the signing of a ceasefire with LURD and a second group, the 
Movement for Democracy in Liberia (MODEL). 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SOMALIA 


a. Renewed fighting in Mogadishu: Fighting 
broke out again, June 10, in the Medina district of 
Mogadishu, according to local sources. 

The fighting was between militias loyal to faction leader Muse 
Sudi Yalahow, and those led by his former right-hand man, Umar 
Mahmud Muhammad Finish. 


At least seven people were killed and scores wounded in the 
latest violation of an October 2002 ceasefire agreement, 
Muhammad Yusuf, a reporter with Shabelle Radio, said in 
Mogadishu. Among those killed was Muhammad Sudi Yalahow, 
Muse Sudi’s younger brother, he said. 

The journalist said the latest round of fighting was a 
continuation of battles which erupted in late February and 
continued into March. 

"The two sides have been confronting each other for the last 
three to four months, and it was no surprise that they staried 
again." 
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According to Muhammad, there had been no fighting, June 
11, but it was believed the two sides were “just buying time to 
reorganise and reinforce their forces". 


He explained that there had been no new attempts at 
mediation, because the elders had been "unable to bring the 
two together for over a year". 


it was the latest in a series of violations of a ceasefire 
agreement signed on October 27, 2002 by the Somali parties 
attending peace talks mediated by the regional Inter-Govern- 
mental Authority on Development (IGAD) in the Kenyan capital, 
Nairobi. 


EC condemns violations of ceasefire: The EC delegation 
in Kenya has condemned violations of the cessation of 
hostilities agreement signed by the parties at the ongoing 
peace talks. 


A statement issued by the EC said it "notes with dismay the 
recent violence in the Middle Shabelle Region, where some 23 
people, mostly innocent civilians and including school children, 
were killed". 


Under the terms of the agreement, signed by the parties on 
October 27, 2002, the Somali groups agreed to suspend all 
hostilities for the duration of the conference. 


However, since then, there have been continued violations, 
with fighting in the capital, Mogadishu, the towns of Las Anod 
in the northeast and Baidoa in the southwest, and in the Bari, 
Bay, Bakol, Gedo and Lower Shabelle, Middle Shabelle, and 
Middle Juba regions. 


The latest fighting was between the two Abgal sub clans of 
Muhammad Muse and Warsangeli, sources said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Zimbabwean exiles petition Mbeki over 
Tsvangirai’s imprisonment: South African Presi- 
dent Thabo Mbeki’s spokesman, Bheki Khumalo, 
said the President's office had received a petition 
from Zimbabweans living in the country calling on 
Pretoria to exert pressure on President Robert 
Mugabe to release jailed opposition leader Morgan 
Tsvangirai. 

Khumalo, who spoke to The Daily News while Mbeki was in 
Durban attending the just-ended World Economic Forum summit 
said: "We have seen the petition and we are waiting for the 
President to come to office and consider it. He is attending a 
meeting in Durban." 

(See also Zimbabwe, page 1079) 


About 45 Zimbabwean exiles had temporarily staged a 
hunger strike about 500 metres outside Mbeki’s Union Building 
office in Pretoria. 

Police later told the protesting Zimbabweans to disperse. 
after allowing them to hand over their petition to Mbeki's 
officials. 
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Leader of the group calling itself Concerned Zimbabweans 
Abroad, Jay Jay Sibanda, said: “We are now back in 
Johannesburg after we were escorted out of Pretoria by the 
police. 

"We were told by an official from President Mbeki's office 
that our grievances will be addressed.” 


Sibanda said his group had wanted to hold an indefinite 
hunger strike until Mbeki prevailed on his Zimbabwean counter- 
part to release Tsvangirai or until the High Court of Zimbabwe 
granted the opposition leader bail. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


SUDAN 


a. Pact with Uganda army renewed: Sudan 
has renewed an agreement allowing the Uganda 
army (UPDF) to extend military operations into 
southern region in pursuit of the Lord’s Resistance 
Army (LRA) rebels. 


State minister for defence Ruth Nankabirwa and - the 
Sudanese charge d'affaires, Hassan Yousif Ngor, signed the 
seventh addendum of the protocol at the UPDF headquarters in 
Bombo, June 11. According to a statement issued by army 
spokesman Maj. Shaban Bantariza, the new agreement will run 
for a period of three months ending August 31. 


"Under this agreement, the Uganda government has also 
requested the government of Sudan to have the countries’ 
technical teams convene as soon as possible to finalise issues 
of these military operations so that peace can return to southern 
Sudan and northern Uganda,” Bantariza said. In March 2002, 
the government launched an operation code-named, ‘Operation 
lron Fist’ intended to rout LRA rebels led by Joseph Kony from 
northern Uganda and from his bases in southern Sudan. 
{Background Info. Sudan, page 1065:a] 

b. Concern over arrest of women activists: 
The Swiss-based human rights group, World Organ- 
isation Against Torture (OMCT), has expressed 
concern over a recent incident in which Sudanese 
security forces arrested a group of women activists. 


it urged the authorities in Khartoum to conduct a “thorough 
and impartial" investigation. 


According to an OMCT statement, about five officers from 
the Sudanese National Security Agency (NSA) on June 2 
arrested 38 activists from the Nuba Mountain Women’s Asso- 
ciation and three men who were accompanying them. The arrests 
came as the group was leaving Khartoum, the capital, for a 
women’s conference for peace and development in Kawda town, 
in the Nuba Mountain region of central Sudan. 


The officers, armed with AK-47 rifles and pistols, transported 
the croup to the NSA offices, where they were “searched and 
insulted verbally", according to the statement issued, June 6. 


The NSA officials reportedly confiscated personal items from 
the group, including mobile phones, money, computer equipment 
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and documents. The group was released in batches between 
June 2 and 3 but ordered to report daily to the NSA offices in 
Khartoum, OMCT said. OMCT said the NSA had also closed 
down the offices of Ruayya Association, another women’s 
organisation in Khartoum. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SWAZILAND 


a. Opposition rejects draft constitution: Swaz- 
iland’s banned political parties have rejected a draft 
constitution put together by a palace-appointed 
committee and released with fanfare at the begin- 
ning oy June. 

"We are of the opinion that the palace-authored constitution 
is just what we expected: those in power do not write themselves 
out of power. They grab more power. This is what King Mswati 
and his brothers have done," said Bongani Masuku, secretary- 
general of the Swaziland Solidarity Network, it was reported, 
June 11. The pro-democracy group, which operates out of 
Pretoria, South Africa, at the weekend held a panel discussion 
in Braamfontein on King Mswati’s proposed constitution, pre- 
sented to the public after a seven-year delay on May 31. 


The draft constitution tries to wed traditional leadership 
structures with issues of human rights and gender equality, while 
securing the king's political power, unaffected by national 
elections. It offers freedom of association and assembly in a bill 
of rights, but within a political framework that renders political 
parties ineffectual. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Swaziland, page 1066:a] 


TANZANIA 


a. Doha deadline on WTO modalities for farm 
sector accord expires: Tanzania and other devel- 
oping countries are yet to set modalities for 
negotiations on agriculture as per the Doha Agenda 
of the World Trade Organisation on an ‘Agriculture 
Agreement’, it was reported, June 13. 


According Dr. Ladislaus Komba, the permanent secretary at 
the ministry of cooperatives and marketing, the deadline for 
setting the modalities was March 31, 2003. 


"'m informed that, as per the timetable agreed under the 
Doha Agenda of the last ministerial conference, March 31,2003 
was the deadline for establishing ‘modalities’ in the agriculture 
negotiations," Komba said. These are the targets (including 
numerical targets) for achieving the objectives of the negotia- 
tions, as well as issues related to rules. They also set parameters 
for the final agreement in the agriculture negotiations on, for 
example, how far import duties should be cut, subsidies reduced 
or eliminated - and over what periods. 


"Unfortunately, the deadline was not met,” Or Komba said. 
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"The failure to meet the deadline for agreeing on agriculture 
negotiating modalities is a great disappointment for us all." 


Dr Komba disclosed this during a workshop on 'capacity- 


building on WTO issues for technical personnei in the agriculture 
sector.’ The workshop was held at the Riki Hill hotel in 
Dar-es-Salaam. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


TOGO 


a. Eyadema proclaimed President: Gnass- 
ingbe Eyadema realised his dream of stepping into 


office for another five-year term when Togo’s _ 


constitutional court, June 12, proclaimed him the 
overall winner of the last presidential elections held 
in Togo on June 1. 


Justice Atsu Koffi Amegah, president of the constitutional 
court, proclaimed the verdict after it had rejected all election 
petitions submitted before the court by three presidential 
candidates praying the court to annul the elections "on grounds 
of irregularities and massive fraud". 


"in the name of the Togolese people and the laws that govern 
the conduct of elections, and referenda in Togo the constitutional 
court do hereby proclaim Gnassingbe Eyadema winner of the 
presidential elections held on June 1, 2003 and President of the 
Republic of Togo,” court president Atsu Koffi Amegah declared. 


The six-member court panel rejected the election petitions 
submitted by independent candidate Nicolas Lawson, Edem 
Kodjo of the Convergence Pan-African Patriotic party, CPP, and 
Dahuku Pere of the Pact of Socialist Reformers. 


Independent candidate, Nicolas Lawson, had complained to 
the court that his name had been changed on the ballot paper 
to read Nicolas Anani Messan. 


Security forces clash with demonstrators: Togolese 
security forces clashed, June 3, with demonstrators in the 
streets of Lome following the arrest of opposition leaders 
Jean-Pierre Fabre, and Patrick Lawson of Togo’s main opposition 
Union of Forces for Change party. 


The UFC officials were released, June 4, after being charged ` 


in connection with the burning of a petrol station in early May, 
sources said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Togo, page 1066:a] 


‘UGANDA 


a. Army kills 20 LRA rebels in Pader district: 
The army, June 12, said it killed 20 rebels of the 
Lord’s Resistance Army and captured seven others 
in a fierce battle in Pader district. 


UPDF 5th division intelligence officer Capt. Fred Mukorogo 
said in a.satellite phone interview that the battle took place in 
Omonyole village on the Lango districts border. 
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"We had a serious battle with the enemy this morning (June 
12). We counted 20 LRA rebels killed on the field and we 
captured seven fighters," Mukorogo said. 


The army spokesman based in northern Uganda, Lt Paddy 
Ankunda (right), had promised to fly journalists to the field but 
the flight flopped. 


On reaching the UPDF 4th division headquarters in Gulu, 
Ankunda said the helicopter had gone on another operation in 
Koch Goma in Gulu. 


Capt. Mukorogo added that other LRA rebels were believed 
to have been injured. He said traces of blood could be seen in 
the battle area. He added that the rebels were sent in disarray 
with no casualties on the UPDF side. 


Rebel boss shot dead: Heavily armed UPDF soldiers killed 
a top commander of the Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) rebels, 
June 12. 


The rebels had attacked Gulu resident district commis- 
sioner's (RDC) residence. The RDC, Max Omeda, was however 
not at home. The northern region operation intelligence coordi- 
nator, Lt Col Charles Otema Awany, identified the commander 
as Lt. Lapwony Kilama. 


Former LRA rebels said Kilama was one of the few 
commanders who were notorious, battle-hardened and had led 
many daring raids on internally displaced people's camps, 
carried out ambushes and raiding villages. 

Four killed as landmine hits ‘bus:‘A’ Kampala-bound bus 
was blown up by a landmine in Pader district, June 10. 


Four passengers were killed and several others were 
severely injured. The incident occurred between Anga-gura and 
Lacek Ocet villages in Atanga sub-county, 40km north of Pader 
town. Sources in Kitgum told The Monitor by phone that 19 
seriously injured passengers had been rushed to Kitgum Hospital 
by UPDF soldiers. 

The bus belonged to the ANKK Bus Company. The Lord's 
Resistance Army rebels reportedly shot at fleeing passengers 
after the bus overturned. 

"The bus overturned after it was blown up by the mine and 
you cannot believe that anybody survived the tragedy," said a 
man in Kitgum town. 

One rebel commander, Lt.‘ Johnson Kilama Okori, and a 
UPDF soldier died in the battle at the RDC's home. “I'm aware 
my residence was attacked but that is normal for me," Omeda 
said. 

[Background Info. Uganda, page 1066:a] 

b. Eight magistrates transferred: The judiciary 
has transferred eight magistrates to various dis- 
tricts. 

The. -High Court registrar, Steven Musota, confirmed the 
transfers, June 10. Godfrey Salaamu Ngobi leaves Kotido for 
Njeru, while Martin Mungao Ogellan moves from Mbale to 
Kayunga. Moses Katorogo Mutazindwa goes to Sembabule, from 
Lira. 
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Otrers are: Ms Harriet Nsibambi Namata from Sembabule 
to Nakawa, Boniface Wamala from Arua to Mengo, Charles 
Serubuga from Buganda Road Court to Nabweru, Gabriel 
Anguaiia from Gulu to Nakawa and Ms Joyce Kavuma from 
Mubende to Mukono. Meanwhile former Buganda Road Court 
Principal Magistrate, Charles Kisakye, has been reinstated as a 
magistrate and posted to Sironko. 


Kisakye was interdicted in 2001 and prosecuted for alleged 
corruption. The Inspector General of government prosecuted the 
case. However, court acquitted him of the charges in 2002. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


ZAMBIA 


a. Chiluba faces arrest: Former President 
Frederick Chiluba faces another arrest by the 
task force over alleged abuse of the Zamtrop 
account. 


Confirming Chiluba’s impending arrest, his lawyer Robert 
Simeza disclosed that the task force requested for Chiluba’s 
presence at Woodlands Police Station, June 8. 


According to Simeza, Chiluba was supposed to have 
appeared before the Task Force at 10:00 hours but the task force 
withdraw their request. 


"The task force requested for him, but when we went to 
see trem they told us that they were not ready for him," he 
said. Simeza’ said Chiluba was more than ready to face the 
task force. 


"He almost drove to face them but they informed us that they 
were not ready," he said. Simeza said both Chiluba and his 
lawye*s were anxious to hear what the task force had wanted 
from him. Chiluba is being represented by Simeza and John 
Sangwa. 


According to task force sources, Chiluba, former ambassador 
to the United States Atan Shansonga, former finance permanent 
secretary Stella Chibanda, former intelligence chief Xavier 
Chungu and former ministry of finance chief economist Bede 
Mphande were listed for re-arrest, June 8, on fresh charges 
related to the Zamtrop account. 


At Woodlands police a horde of on-lookers and journalists 
who arrived as early as 09:00 hours waited in vain until after 
12:30 hours when Lusaka East commanding officer Lemmy 
Kajoba intimated to some officers that the arrest had been called 
off. 

[Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 996:a] 

b. Former minister signs for Impeachment of 
President: Incarcerated former finance minister 
Katele Kalumba has signed papers for the impeach- 
meni of President Levy Mwanawasa. 

Kalumba, who signed the impeachment papers. June 6, is 
among 40 other members of parliament who want President 
Mwanawasa impeached for breaching Article 3 of the Zambian 
consttution when he appointed Pastor Nevers Mumba as 
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Vice-President. Luena UPND member of parliament Crispin 
Sibetta, June 6, said Katele was leading the pack of MMD 
members that want President Mwanawasa impeached. 


"The situation is hotting up. We are now 40. We still have 
13 UPND members of parliament who have not signed up,” he 
said. Sibetta said five other MMD members of parliament who 
are out of Lusaka had indicated that they were coming to sign 
the impeachment papers. 


"We have received a power of attorney from Oslo in Norway 
where Lubinda (Kabwata UPND member of parliament) is, is 
voting. So we are confident of getting to 60 this time," he said. 


c. 1,000 oil tankers go missing in fuel 
controversy: One thousand oil tankers with US 
$13.5 million worth of fuel destined for Zambia's oil 
refinery from neighbouring countries never reached 
their destination between 1999 and 2000, said an 
auditor general’s report tabled in parliament, it was 
reported, June 5. 


The report also noted that an examination of the supplier’s 
records showed that more than double the amount of oil 
approved by the Zambia National Tender Board was sold to 
procurer the Zambian National Oil Company (ZNOC). 


There was also a discrepancy in official records between the 
amount of oil loaded by the supplier and the amount actually 
received in Zambia, news reports said. 


ZNOC, the national oil purchaser, was put into receivership 
in 2001 with vast debts. Zambia's oil procurement procedures 
have become part of a wider anti-corruption probe by President 
Levy Mwanawasa. 


Donald Chanda, former president Frederick Chiluba's eco- 
nomic advisor, who is‘currently being questioned by parliaments 
public accounts committee on the contents of the report, was 
previous board chairman of ZNOC. In April, Zambia faced 
serious fuel shortages as a result of procurement problems. The 
crisis was attributed to Mwanawasa’s decision to cancel a fuel 
supply contract with Trans Sahara Trading (TST), a subsidiary 
of the Canadian mining firm, Diamondworks. 


Mwanawasa cited unnamed irregularities when he ended the 
deal with TST as the sole supplier of fuel to Zambia in March. 


(SOURCE: Times of Zambia, Lusaka) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Troops clash with protesters: Police fired 
teargas at protesters, June 3, as an Opposition 
strike against the increasingly repressive rule of 
President Robert Mugabe entered its second day. 


Opposition officials have vowed to press ahead with a 
planned week of national protest despite a harsh crackdown by 
police and troops who have arrested dozens of protesters. 


Authorities were swift and brutal in trying to disperse crowds, 
June 2. 


R.N.I. No. DELENG/2000/891 
1080 


On June 3, police used teargas against people gathered in 
the ‘streets in the western Harare township of Warren Park, the 
opposition Movement for Democratic ee (MDC) said in a 
statement. 


Banks and most businesses were closed in the capital 
and traffic was light. Riot police were stationed throughout 
the city. In other reports of unrest cited in the opposition 
statement, ruling party militants had attempted to evict 
opposition activists from their homes in Kwekwe. 


The MDC said the actions brought the country’s economy to 
a standstill and organisers pledged a week of similar action they 
say will mark the most significant challenge to Mugabe’s 23 years 
in office. 


The Opposition leader, Morgan Tsvangirai, said violence 
against protesters by police and the military would not deter the 
party's leaders and supporters. 

Zimbabwe is facing its worst political and economic crisis 
since independence in 1980. Foreign aid, investment and loans 
have dried up amid political violence, state-orchestrated human 
rights abuses, the seizure of thousands of white-owned farms 
and disputed presidential elections in 2002. 


International food aid has averied mass starvation, but 
Zimbabwe still faces 269 per cent annual inflation and acute 
shortages of currency, gasoline, medicines and other essential 
imports. 

Opposition leaders were rounded up, June 2, under 
draconian security laws allowing the goverment to ban any 
gathering. 

At least four people suffered gunshot wounds in demcnstra- 
tions, and scores were forced to lie on side walks or the ground 
while police or soldiers beat them with rubber batons. 


At lest 154 people, most of Opposition activists or officials, 
were arrested across the country, June 2, a police spokesman 
said in a statement. Tsvangirai was arrested at his home in 
Harare, June 2, but he was later released. 


His party lodged an appeal before the nation’s Supreme 
Court against charges that he had defied a court order to call 
off strikes and demonstrations called on June 3 through June 6. 


Ncube arrested: Police, June 9, arrested opposition 
Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) party secretary- 
general Welshman Ncube on fresh treason charges as party 
leader Morgan Tsvangirai was further remanded to custody 
pending the outcome of his bail application at the High 
Court, June 10. 

Ncube’s arrest came as High Court Judge president Pad- 
dington Garwe dismissed an application by the state to alter bail 
conditions for Tsvangirai in another treason case already before 
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the courts. In the first treason charge, Tsvangirai, Ncube and 
MDC legislator Renson Gasela are charged with plotting to 
murder President Robert Mugabe ahead of the presidential 
election. 


_Ncube is the second key MDC figure to face two treason 
charges in the last five days as the government intensifies a 
crackdown on the Opposition party following mass protests 
organised by the party that shut down Zimbabwe recently. 


Tsvangirai was slapped with second treason charge over 
allegations that he called for Mugabe's unconstitutional removal 
from office. - 


Treason carries the death penalty under Zimbabwe's law. 


A police spokesman told the state-controlled Zimbabwe 
Broadcasting Corporation that Ncube had been arrested for 
treason because he allegedly incited Zimbabweans to revolt 
against the government during the mass protests recently. 
{Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 1067:a] 

b. Parliament passes 3 Bills: Parliament, June 
11, passed the Access to Information and Protec- 
tion of Privacy Amendment Bill, the Broadcasting 
Services Amendment Bill and the Customary Law 
and Local Courts Amendment Bill before ending the 
third session of the fifth parliament on a high note. 

The three Bills sailed through with no objections. 


The Access to Information and Protection of Privacy 
Amendment Bill is aimed at improving and correcting certain 
anomalies and errors that came to the attention of the 
department of information and publicity in the office of the 
President and cabinet since the Act was promulgated. 


Most clauses amend definitions of certain important terms 
that relate to information and privacy as well as the registration 
of mass media services. 


Clause 3 of the Bill amends section 22 of the Act so that 
issues of personal safety are not mixed with issues of national 
security. Clause 7 deals with the powers of the Media and 
Information Commission (MIC), while Clause 10 includes a 
specific reference to the renewal of registration of mass media 
services in section 66 of the principal Act. 

Clause 11 deals with the registration of mass media services, 
while Clause 19 repeals section 81 of the Act dealing with 
journalistic privileges. 

Clause 19 says the extension of journalistic privilege to the 
non-journalist mentioned in section 81 of the Act is potentially 
too broad to permit proper enforcement, especially as such 
persons may be subject to criminal sanctions without having the 
same privileges as journalists. 

(SOURCE: Independent, Harare and Hindu, Madras) 
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ALGERIA 


a. 8 dead in plane crash: A military plane 
crashed in a residential area west of Algiers, June 
30, killing at least eight people, Algerian radio 
reported. 

A ©130 Hercules transport plane crashed in Beni Mered, 
near the Bvoufarik military airport, 40 km west of the capital. 
Among the dead were four crew members, the report said, citing 
unnamed official sources. Police and rescuers rushed to the 
scene and evacuated the injured to regional hospitals for 
treatment. In March, an Air Algerie passenger jet crashed and 
killed 102 people in the Sahara Desert. The crash was state-run 
Air Algerie’s first since its founding in 1953, and the lack of 
experience in coping with airline accidents hampered rescue 
efforts. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras) 


ANGOLA 


a. Government signs protocol on creation of 
Pan-African Parliament: Angola represented by its 
ambassador to the African Union (AU), Miguel Neto, 
signed, June 26, a protocol on the creation of the 
Pan-African Parliament. 


The Angolan diplomat considered that a Pan-African Parlia- 
ment corresponds to the present political situation in the 
continent, particularly in the southern region, adding that the 
country should not be indifferent to the demands of implementing 
demosracy in the continent. The event was attended by Said 
Djinnit, AU commissioner for Defence and Security Matters who 
congratulated the Angolan Government for taking another step 
in favour of consolidating the continent's institutions. 


b. Break in essential medicines pipeline: 
Humanitarian groups recently reported a critical 
breakdown in the essential medicines pipeline in 
three provinces of Angola, July 1. 


Most affected by the shortages were the central Bie and 
Huambo provinces and Benguela in the west, the Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said in its latest 
humanitarian update. 


In Benguela, provincial health authorities reported that 
medicine stocks for supplying ail nine municipalities had been 
depleted, while in Huambo an estimated 75 percent of health 
posts were without drugs. Authorities expected the shortage to 
continue until September. Living conditions in transit centres 
housing former UNITA combatants, especially in the central Huila 
province, were also causing concern. 
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“All transit centres in the province have exceeded capacity 
and humanitarian partners remain concerned about the lack of 
sanitation facilities and clean water,” OCHA said. The report 
noted that in some provinces Angolan refugees returning from 
the Democratic Republic of Congo had placed a strain on limited 
resources. 


c. Samakuva elected new president of UNITA: 
The 9th Ordinary Congress of UNITA elected, June 
27, Isaias Samakuva as the new party president, 
ie Jonas Savimbi who died in February 


Isaias Samakuva got 1067 votes, Paúlo Lukamba "Gato" got 
277 and the third candidate, Eduardo Chingunji, only managed 
to get 20 votes. 


It is believed that the 58 year old Isaias Samakuva is the 
party's choice because he is seen as the person that gathers 
more consensus inside UNITA. A son of Henrique Ngola 
Samakuva and Rosalia Ani Samakuva, the new party leader was 
born in Kunji (central Bi province), having joined UNITA in 1974. 


Isaias Samakuva has occupied several prominent posts in 
the party, including, office director of Savimbi’s administration 
(1986-1989), party's treasurer and representative in the United 
Kingdom (1989-1993). Just before returning to Angola in 2002 
Isaias Samakuva was comune the party's External Mission 
from France. 


d. Over 45,000 children reunited with families: 
Over 45,000 orphan children, who were living out 
of their families, were socialy reinserted by the 
oo Institute of Children (inac) has learnt on 

une 


Inac Director, Eufrazina Maiato, said this move comes in the 
framework of the institution's programme of reunification, which 
expects to reinsert 100,000 Angolan children. 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


BURUND! 


a. Rebels kidnap four MPs: Conseil National 
pour la Defense De la Democratie-Force pour la 
Defense de la democratie (CNDD-FDD) rebels 
kidnapped on June 28 four Members of Parliament 
and seven others, as a warning to the Burundian 
government to end what it says is a propaganda 
campaign against the group. 

"it is true our fighters arrested four senior members of 
FRODEBU at Gisuru. They were in an area controlled by. FDD, 


_ they are safe,” Hussein Radjabu, the CNDD-FDD secretary-gen- 
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eral, said. He added that FRODEBU, the Front pour la 
Democratie au Burundi, had tried to discredit the group's image 
before the international community by "saying that our movement 
is against peace". 

FRODEBU leaders told IRIN, June 29, that the 11 people 
were kidnapped in Ruyigi Province, eastern Burundi. 


b. Many rebels killed as thousands flee 
. fighting: An unknown number of rebels have been 
killed in fighting against government troops in 
northern Burundi, forcing up to 65,000 civilians to 
flee their homes, army and local officials told IRIN, 


: June 24. 


The fighting between the army and CNDD-FDD rebe? faction 
led by Pierre Nkurunziza intensified, June 30, at Butaganzwa 
and Matongo communes in Kayanza Province in the nerth, the 
commander of the Third Military Region, Brig-Gen Sylvestre 
Nimubona, said. 


Fighting continued in Mufunya, Nyarurama and Buramiro in 
Butaganzwa areas, he said. There had also been fighting in the 
past week in the communes of Gahombo and Muhanga in 
Kayanza. 


"Many of them [the rebels} were killed and others driven back 
to the neighbouring commune of Butaganzwa,” Nimubona said. 
"tam not able to tell the exact toll as fighting continues in that 
area." He did not say whether there had been casualties in the 
army side. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. NGO begins drugs distribution in war-rav- 
aged northwest: An Italian humanitarian NGO, 
Cooperazione Internazionale (COOPI), has begun 
a medical intervention programme in the northwest 
of the Central African Republic, where no aid has 
been organised since October 2002, an official told 
IRIN, June 30. 


A COOPI team took drugs to two regional hospitals between 
June 25 and 27, the NGO's representative in the country, 
Massimiliano Pedretti, said. 

The NGO's team also sent drugs to Ngaoundaye, 600 km 
northwest of Bangui, on the CAR-Cameroon-Chad border, 
Pedretti said. He added that medical activities in the area had 
continued despite the conflict between rebels and government 
troops from October 2002 until March 2003. The war ended with 
a coup on 15 March when Francois Bozize overthrew President 
Ange-Felix Patasse. 

b. CEMAC troops begin disarmament cam- 
paign in eastern town: Government troops and 


the peacekeeping force of the Economic and - 


Monetary Community of Central African States, 
known by its French acronym CEMAC, have 
begun disarming the bearers of illegal firearms in 
the town of Bambari, 385 km east of Bangui, 
capital of the Central African Republic (CAR), a 
report said, June 25. - 
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The spokesman for the CEMAC force, Col Augustin Bibaye, 
told IRIN. that the troops had conducted similar operations in 
other parts of the country, and that they would take some time 
in Bambari, before returning to Bangui. 


The original mandate of the CEMAC force became obsolete 
when former army chief of staff Francois Bozize seized power 
from President Ange-Felix Patasse on 15 March. 


The force had initially been mandated to protect Patasse, 
to secure the CAR-Chad border and to restructure the CAR 
army. 


After a CEMAC summit in Libreville, Gabon, on 3 June, the 
force’s mandate changed to that of securing and defending 
Bangui and the country’s other major towns, conducting 
disarmament operations, securing the main transport routes in 
the country and curbing insecurity in the north. 


The Libreville summit also officially recognised Bozize’s 
administration and reinforced the CEMAC force with 121 
Chadian soldiers. The Chadians joined 139 Gabonese and 120 
Republic of Congo troops. 


c. Government, UN sign US$730,000 accord 
to revive farming: The Central African Republic 
government and the UN Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAQ) signed, June 23, agreements 
worth US $730,000 to revive farming in the country 
devastated by a six-month rebellion, government- 
run Radio Centrafrique reported. June 24 


"My ministry requested urgent aid from the FAO and the 
latter responded positively," Denis Kossibella, the minister of 
animal husbandry, said on Radio Centrafrique after the signing 
ceremony. 


The aid will benefit crop and livestock farmers whose 
livelihoods were destroyed during the rebellion that began in 
October 2002. 


Some of the aid will.go to 7,800 farmers who will receive 
seeds and farm implements. Similarly, 150 livestock coopera- 
tives, grouping 7,500 families in the Bangui city area, will be 
aided. 


d. Government suspends eight diamond 
firms: Eight commercial companies trading in gold 
and diamonds were suspended, June 18, after they 
refused to allow an inter-ministerial commission to 
investigate their legal status, state-owned Radio 
Centrafrique reported. June 19 


The radio reported that the suspension was made by Mining 
and Energy Minister Sylvain Ndoutingaye. The minister directed — 
security forces nationwide to implement the suspensions. 

The latest suspensions were made a day after that of Trans 
Oil, a petroleum company belonging to former President 
Ange-Felix Patasse who was ousted by former army chief of 
staff Francois Bozize on 15 March. 

_ Two mining and timber companies which Patasse owned 
were suspended in April. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
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CONGO 


a. Health minister urges increased efforts to 
fight illicit drugs: The minister of health of the 
Republic of Congo, Alain Moka, has called on the 
govemment, civil society and the public to better 
coordinate efforts to fight illicit drugs. June 26 


In a statement issued to coincide with the International Day 
Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking, Moka urged that such 
efforts be focused on public education, psychological treatment 
of drug addicts and reintegration of restoring addicts to normal 
daily life. 

b. World Bank gives US$41 million for emer- 
gency recovery: The World Bank has approved a 
credit of US $41 million to help the Republic of 
Congo’s stabilisation and recovery process, after 
nearly a decade of war. 


Approved under the Emergency Recovery and Community 
Support Project, the bank said the money would be used to 
facilitaie the "decentralisation process and the effective provision 
of basic social services outside the main cities of Brazzaville [the 
capital] and Pointe-Noire”. 


“Activities under the programme aim to help relieve the 
economic and social hardship caused by the successive crises 
in areas that have received little external support over the last 
few years," the bank said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Government, Rebels agree on power-shar- 
ing accord: Warring sides in Congo agreed, June 
29, on the formation of a unified military, resolving 
one of the last major sticking points in the central 
African nation’s peace agreement, a U.N. envoy 
said. June 30 


Moustapha Niasse, special envoy of U.N. Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan, said the government and two main rebeli groups 
agreed to divide major military posts. 


The development paved the way for a new national unity 
government to be formed "very soon,” Niasse said. 


The government retains the top post of military chief of staff 
along with the position of head of naval forces. 


The two major rebel forces will each receive one of the other 
top posts. The Congolese Rally for Democracy will appoint the 
head of ground forces while the Congolese Liberation Movement 
gets the chief of air forces. A government negotiator, Vital 
Kamerhe, said the concessions were necessary for the country. 


"We have minimized the risks (of war) by accepting the loss 
of a small post in forming an army for aii Congolese," Kamerhe 
said. Songo’s government and rebel groups signed a December 
2002 power-sharing according meant to lead Congo out of a 
devastating 5-year-old war and into democracy. Control of the 
military had been one of the major contentions biocking the 
transition government called for in the accord. 


Aid groups say more than 3.3 million people lost their lives 
through hunger and disease. 


b. UN extends peacekeeping mandate: 
“Deeply concerned" at the fighting in eastern 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, the UN Security 
Council announced, June 26, a month’s extension 
of the mandate of the UN peacekeeping force in 
the country, known as MONUC. June 27 


The decision to extend the mandate until 30 July was taken 
unanimously by the 15-nation council, which also "took note" of 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s recent report on the situation in 
the Congo. 


The Security Council authorised on May 30 the deployment 
of a 1,500-strong multinational emergency force in Bunia, the 
main town in Ituri. The French-led mission is to secure Bunia; 
and to protect its tiny airport, UN staff, humanitarian workers 
and internally displaced people in camps in the town. 


c. Government signs agreement with France: 
Uganda and France have signed a pact legalising 
the French-led multinational force’s use of Entebbe 
Airbase as the launching pad for troop deployment 
to curb the bloody inter-ethnic violence that has 
gripped Bunia. 

Bunia is the capital of the troubled ituri province of the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). 

Signing the State Of Forces Agreement (SOFA) in Kampala, 
the French ambassador to Uganda, Jean-Bernard Thiant, hailed 
Uganda for not waiting for the SOFA to allow the Interim 
Emergency Multinational Force (IEMF) use its bases. 


d. 20,000 Congolese flee to Hoima: More than 


20,000 Congolese refugees have entered Hoima 


district through Lake Albert following the bloody 
tribal clashes between the Lendu and the Hema in 
the Ituri region. 


This brings the number of refugees in the district to 30,000. 
The Hoima district security committee chairman, who is also the 
RDC, Deo Nsereko, described the situation as “worrying”. 


The immigrants are ‘settled at Nkondo landing site in 
Kabwoya sub- county about 50 miles from Hoima town. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


DJIBOUTI 


a. Editor Daher Ahmed Farah released: The 
Writers in Prison Committee of International PEN 
welcomes the release of Daher Ahmed Farah, editor 
of the newspaper Le Renouveau and leader of the 
Movement for Democratic Renewal and Develop- 
ment. June 30 


Faral was released on June 23, 2003 when the presiding 
judge at his hearing ruled that no crime had been committed 
and that the defendant was therefore not guilty. He had been 
accused of libel and had been detained since 20 Aprii 2003 
(except for a short release of two days from 3-5 June 2003 when 
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he had been granted a provisional release before being 
re-arrested on 5 June 2003). 


According to information received by International PEN, 
Farah’s detention had stemmed from an article which appeared 
in Le Renouveau criticising General Zakaria Cheik Ibrahim, the 
deputy head of the army, for not maintaining ‘neutrality’. 


(SOURCE: East African. Nairobi) 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Announcement of war dead marks ’begin- 
ning of new chapter’, says minister: Eritrea has 
released the list of its war dead from the two-year 
conflict with Ethiopia, nearly three years afier the 
end of the war, June 23. 


Eritrea and Ethiopia fought a bitter two-year war from 
1998-2000, sparked by a dispute over the border town of Badme. 
Asmara says it lost 19,000 fighters in this second conilict with 
Ethiopia. 

"The details include full names, date of enlistment as well as 
the place and date of martyrdom," the government's website 
Shabait.com said. it added that President Isayas Afewerki had 
sent out a "message of fortitude" to the victims’ families. 


“People have been desperate to get some sort of closure on 
this issue," one observer told IRIN, describing the move as a 
"positive step forward”. 


The names were announced nationwide in the country’s 
various regions by the relevant administrations and army officers. 


b. US signs $27.4 million food aid agreement: 
An agreement was signed, June 17, between the 
Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Commission 
(DPPC), the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) and the United Nations World 
Food Program, valued at $27.4 million (235.4 million 
birr) to meet the emergency requirements in Ethio- 
pia. June 20 


The latest contribution of 63,800 MT is valued at $27.4 
million, which contains 60,000 tons of wheat and 3,800 tons of 
corn soya blends. At the ceremony, the US Ambassador stated 
that the situation was extremely critical in the Southern Nations, 
Nationalities and Peoples Region. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


GUINEA 


a. Youth launch innovative HIV/AIDS and 
pregnancy prevention program: A community- 
based program in Guinea to reduce unintended 
pregnancy, sexually transmitted diseases, and 
HIV/AIDS through abstinenance, condom use, hair- 
dressers, tailors and healthworkers has been 
launched, a report said, June 27. 

The Guinea Youth Campaign owes much of its success to 
the young adults involved in the program's design from the start 
and the participation of small businesses like cafes, tailors, and 
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hairdressers. The innovative program led to more openness to 
discussing youth sexuality issues in the community by spreading 
the word about abstinence and condom use, according to the 
June issue of Communication Impact!, a two-page newsletter 
from Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health/Center 
for Communication Programs (CCP). 


The U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) 
supports the PRISM project, which implemented the Guinea 
“Youth Campaign. In partnership with CCP, Management Sci- 
ences for Health (MSH) leads the PRISM (Pour Renforcer les 
Interventions en Sant Reproductive et MST/SIDA) project. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


GUINEA BISSAU 


a. Delayed elections now set for october 12: 
Parliamentary elections in Guinea-Bissau, which 
have been postponed three times this year, are 
to take place on 12 October, President Kumba Yala 
announced on June 30. 


However, the head of the National Electoral Commission 
(CNE), Higinio Cardoso, said it might be difficult to complete all 
the necessary preparations by then. 


A diplomatic source. in Bissau said Kumba Yala, who 
dissolved parliament in November 2002, may have announced 
the new election date under pressure from a UN Security Council 
mission,which visited Guinea-Bissau recently. 


"The delegation sent a strong message to the government,” 
he noted. 


Mexico's ambassador to the United Nations, Adolfo Aguilar 
Zinser, who led the mission said on departure: "We leave 
confident that the President will be ready to announce a new 
date for the elections very soon." 


President Kumba Yala was elected in 2000 after his 
predecessor was overthrown by a coup which led to a year-long 
civil war in this former Portuguese colony of 1.3 million people. 


Security Council delegation arrives in Guinea-Bissau: A 
UN Security Council delegation arrived in Guinea-Bissau, June 
29, on the first stop of a planned seven-country mission to West 
Africa to explore opportunities for regional peace and stability. 


Among the delegation’s appointments was a meeting with 
President Kumba Yala. Ambassador Adolfo Aguilar Zinser of 
Mexico is leading the first leg of the mission, standing in for 
Ambassador Jeremy Greenstock of the United Kingdom, who is 
expected to join the delegation over the weekend. 


The Council mission is also expected to visit Nigeria, Ghana, 
Ivory Coast, Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone. 


The United Nations Security Council, June 19, expressed 
concern over the fragile political situation in Guinea-Bissau and 
urged the leaders and the international community to work more 
purposefully together to ensure humanitarian and peace-building 
agendas are quickly put back on track as parliamentary elections 
draw close. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
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IVORY COAST 


a. Rebels order their ministers to quit gov- 
ernment: Rebel forces in Cote d'ivoire threatened 
to withdraw from a three-month-old government of 
national reconciliation, June 30, after one of their 
leaders was beaten up in the commercial capital 
Abidjan. 

The military high command of the three rebel movements 
that occupy northern Cote d'ivoire ordered all nine rebel ministers 
to withdraw from the government at a meeting, June 29, in the 
rebel zapital Bouake. 


However, several of the rebel ministers told a press 
conference in Abidjan that they would only decide whether or 
not to pull out after meeting a visiting delegation from the UN 
Security Council. 


Soro was attacked by members of a hardline paramilitary 
youth organisation opposed to any concessions to the rebels 
when he tried to visit the headquarters of state television in 
Abidjan. He was forced to take refuge in the building’s sick bay 
for two hours unti! police restored order and escorted him out. 
Soro said the attack amounted to a failed assassination attempt. 


Armed forces to be confined: Another step towards 
restoring peace in Ivory Coast has been taken after an agreement 
to confine fighters in designated military camps. The rebels will 
be confined in parts of the north of Ivory Coast, while the army 
will stay near the main cities to the south and west of the country. 

Ivory Coast's civil war began in 2002 after a failed coup 
attempt against President Laurent Gbagbo. Rebels who contro! 
half of the country joined a government of national reconciliation 
in Apvil this year. Fighting virtually ended after a comprehensive 
ceasefire was agreed in May. A French contingent of 4,000 
soldiers and a regional peacekeeping force is monitoring the 
ceasefire in the Ivory Coast. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


KENYA 


a. Government hailed over anti-graft war: 
Transparency International has lauded the Govern- 
ment's efforts to fight corruption in the judiciary 
which has been rated’ among the most corrupt 
institutions in the country, a report said, June 30. 

Deputy director Transparency International Mwalimu Mati 
said their last index ranked the judiciary as the sixth most corrupt 
institution. 


Speaking on phone to the East African Standard, he said 
there was need to eradicate corruption in the judiciary to bring 
back public confidence in the institution. ; 

His remarks come three days after eight magistrates were 
interdicted by Chief Justice Evans Gicheru for indiscipline in the 
Government's ongoing judiciary reforms. 

Two judges hit out at those attacking the judiciary for allegedly 
being corrupt saying the legislative and executive arms of the 
government were more corrupt. 


African Chronicle 1085 


Mwalimu said the Government needed to boost morale 
among members of the judiciary by offering them a better 
remuneration package. 


b. Flower firm sacks 2,400 employees: One of 
the leading flower companies in the country, 
Homegrown Kenya Limited, has sacked 2,400 
employees in their Naivsaha and Timau farms, a 
report said, June 30. 


The Kenya Plantation and Agriculture Workers Union deputy 
generai secretary, Francis Waweru, said the workers were 
declared redundant during a meeting held under the chairman- 
ship of the Rift Valley Provincial Labour Officer, S M Mbae. It 
was also attended by workers and the management repre- 
sentatives. 


Speaking at Nakuru town, June 29, the KPAWU boss said 
his union would not recognise the sacking 


Waweru said the union would only accept the employer's | 
decision to sack the workers after all the labour procedures are 
followed and the workers paid their terminal benefits in full. 


c. UK lifts flight and travel ban on Kenya: 
There were three cheers for Kenya, June 28, with 
the news that the British have lifted both their travel 
advisory warning and their blanket flight ban—and 
that the US was ready to give cash for economic 
recovery. 


“It's a positive step and we welcome it," said Tourism minister 
Raphael Tuju. 

But he added: "Kenya and its other partners such as Britain 
and the US still have a lot of work to do to ensure everything 
goes back to normai.” 


And head of the Kenya Tourism Federation Jake Grieves- 
Cook said: "We will now start putting up measures to ensure we 
get back on our feet.” 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


LESOTHO 


a. Lesotho judge convicts German firm of 
bribery on water project: The Lesotho High Court, 
June 19, convicted Lahmeyer International, a 
German engineering consulting firm, of paying 
US$550,000 in bribes to the former chief executive 
of the multi-billion dollar Lesotho Highlands Water 
Project. 


The payoff was for favorable contract-decisions, according 
to South African press reports. Lesotho Justice Gabriel Mofolo 
found Lahmeyer guilty of 7 of the 13 counts for which they were 
charged. 


It is the second company to be convicted in the lengthy trial, 
which began in 1999. The Canadian engineering company, Acres 
International, was found guilty in 2002, but has appealed the 
decision. The water project's former chief executive, Masupha 
Sole, was also convicted of corruption,and is now serving a 15 
year prison sentence. 
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"Like the Acres’ verdict before it, the judgment against 
Lahmeyer throws into doubt the legitimacy of these companies’ 
involvement in other large dam projects throughout the world," 
said Ryan Hoover of International Rivers Network. "We expect 
the World Bank to bar Lahmeyer and all other companies found 
guilty of corruption on the Lesotho Highlands Water Project from 
participating in other World Bank-funded projects. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


LIBERIA 


a. 700 killed in fighting in Monrovia: Liberian 
troops strengthened defences around the battle- 
worn capital Monrovia, June 30, as the United 
States looked far from bending to diplomatic 
pressure to intervene in the conflict. 

West African countries pledged troops for a force, June 29, 
as they joined appeals from UN secreiary-general Kofi Annan, 
Britain and France for a leading US role to help stop fighting for 
the capital and end nearly 14 years of violence. The killing of 
700 people in two failed rebel attacks on Monrovia this month 
has raised fears of an even bigger blood-bath if rebels or 
President Charies Taylor, a former warlord wanted by a war 
crimes court, renege on truce again. 


Taylor's fighters were taking no chances and sand trucks 
trundied out to the St Paul's River bridge10 km from town, where 
soldiers were sand-bagging defences. Heavy weapons headed 
the same way. "We are very worried about the way the boys are 
taking their heavy weapons up. We hope that they do not start 
fighting again,” said one man who had fled to the city centre. 


Peace talks in Ghana were adjourned recently because of 
fighting in spite of a ceasefire signed by both sides. 


Rocket barrages and mortars pounded the port of Liberia's 
capital, June 27, and President Charles Taylor's lawless 
government forces roamed house-to-house under the bombard- 
ment—robbing desperate families trapped in the four-day-old 
rebel siege of the city. 

The government paused in the defence of the capital long 
enough to make a studiedly restrained response to the US 
President, George W Bush's call, June 26, for Taylor to step 
down. Liberia urged the US to "remain proactive in the peace 
process," and made no direct mention of Bush's key request. 


Monrovia’s mortuaries filled as the death toll climbed into the 
high hundreds, leaving civilians to hastily bury the dead——family 
members, and strangers found on the streets—on the city’s 
Atlantic Ocean beaches, at times with rockets slamming into the 
sand around them. 


With the city’s food stocks tied up in the embattled port, rice, 
flour and other staples tripled in price-—if they could be found 
at all. Hunger and disease grew in the city of 1 million, swelled 
by hundreds of thousands more refugee living in school yards, 
the national soccer stadium and the city’s once-grand Masonic 
temple. “Only God almighty can rescue us from this nightmare," 
said Romeo Smith, 22, stretched-out hands folded, cn the 
pavement against a light pole on the post where he used to sell 
bread—until flour ran out. 
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West African mediators had Liberia's rebels and government 
under a seemingly toothless ultimatum-—return to a June 17 
cease-fire by 10 am local time, June 28, or see month-old peace 
talks in nearby Ghana formally end. Fighting only intensified as 
the deadline neared, then passed—with both sides apparently 
trying to secure the port, and its warehouses full of food, ahead 
of honouring any ceasefire. 


ECOWAS chairman urges UN to lift Taylor indictment: 
The chairman of the Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS), President John Kufuor of Ghana, has urged 
the United Nations to consider setting aside the indictment of 
Liberian President Charles Taylor for war crimes in order to 
facilitate a negotiated settiement of Liberia’s civil war. 


"I am not demeaning the role of the UN tribunal, although 
the indictment almost torpedoed the mediation process," Kufuor 
told a Security Council mission in the capital, Accra, June 30. 


On June 4 Taylor was publicly indicted by a UN-backed 
Special Court in Sierra Leone for his part in fuelling that country’s 
10-year civil war. The charges were announced as the Liberian 
leader flew to Accra to begin peace talks with two rebel 
movements. 


“While we rightly seek to use the rule of law to punish human 
rights offenders, | urge the UN Security Council to agree with 
us that we need to tackle immediately Liberia’s humanitarian 
problems first," Kufuor said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi and Hindu, Madras) 


LIBYA 


a. Gaddafi Jr-signs two-year deal with Pe- 
rugia club: Serie A side Perugia paraded the most 
unorthodox signing of Italy’s closed season, June 
29, when they presented Al-Saadi Gaddafi, son of 
Libyan leader Colonel Muammar Gaddafi, to the 
press. 


Journalists, club officials and TV crews crowded into the 
courtyard of the 13th century castle in the village of Torre Alfina 
in Umbria to watch Gaddafi pose with the Perugia shirt that he 
will wear next season, having signed a two-year contract with 
the club. While Perugia’s president Luciano Gaucci greeted his 
new player, a specially invited group of fans chanted and unfurled 
a banner that read "Welcome Saadi". 


Gaddafi's passion for football is well known, As player/owner 
of Libyan first division side Al-Ittihad the striker scored 25 goals 
in the last two seasons, and as president of the Libyan football 
federation he heads Libya's bid for the 2010 World Cup. 


Libya to‘resume oil supply to Zimbabwe: President Robert 
Mugabe has managed to revive an oil supply deal with Libya - 
more than six months after it collapsed and left the country 
reeling under acute fuel shortages, a report said, June 29. 


The deal was announced in a joint statement released by 
the Libyan state news agency, Jana, shortly after Mugabe and 
energy officials flew home at the weekend after at least three 
rounds of talks with Libyan President Muammar Gaddafi. 
Zimbabwe's oil crisis, other African issues, and "ways of 
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strengthening peace and stability in Africa" were discussed. 
Harare’s oil barter deal with Tripoli broke down in December 
2002 after Zimbabwe failed to deliver the beef, coffee and tea 
it had promised. Investments in Zimbabwe made on behalf of 
Libya in exchange for oil had also not been able to pay for the 
oil. 

(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


MALAGASY 


a. WFP extends emergency aid: The World 
Food Programme (WFP) has extended its appeal 
for emergency aid to the country until the end of 
2003 as a result of drought and the recent cyciones. 


The appeal is to address insufficient donor support, which 
only covered 57 per cent of the previous appeal meant to stabilise 
communities affected by similar problems in 2002, a WFP 
statement said, June 17. 


"We are thankful to donors who responded to our appeal but 
there are tens of thousands of people who urgently need 
assistance, and will continue to do so, unless they’re given a 
chance to restore their livelihoods," Bodo Henze, WFP country 
director said. 


In November 2002, WFP launched an emergency appeal! for 
about US $8.2 million to provide food to about 400,000 people. 
However, the underfunding means many vulnerable people wont 
receive the assistance they need. 


Tre south of the country has not had a proper harvest in the 
past two years, which has led to an increase in the number of 
severely malnourished children arriving at government-run 
nutrition centers. To add to the region’s problems, in May tropical 
storm Manou killed more than 70 people, and caused significant 
damage to bridges, roads and agricultural land. 


In the southern Androy region the cactus fruits people have 
been eating as a last resort are now exhausted. Harvesting of 
seascnal sweet potatoes is underway, but a lack of rain and the 
recen: strong winds are expected to adversely impact maize 
harvests in July and quickly erode any reserves of sweet 
potatoes, the statement said. 


“it seems like Malagasy’s food crisis has been forgotten," 
Henze said. "Different parts of the country are exposed to 
different types of natural disasters at different times of the year. 
From this perspective, it's difficult to sensitise donors to the plight 
of people affected by drought when another part of the population 
has just been struck by a cyclone.” 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Malagasy, page 1025:a] 


MALAWI 


a. US funds Nacala corridor project: US 
Secretary of State Colin Powell was present at the 
signing of a memorandum of understanding, June 
27, in Washington between the governments of 
Mozambique, Malawi, and Zambia for the rehabili- 
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tation of the port and rail facilities of the Nacala 
transport corridor. 


The US Overseas Private Investment Corporation will 
provide nearly US $30 million in financing to rehabilitate the port 
and rail facilities of the corridor. The rail line runs from the 
deep-water port of Nacala on the Indian Ocean in northern 
Mozambique, through landlocked Malawi, and on to eastern 
Zambia. 


"This will be the first integrated port and rail operation to be 
operated by the same concession in Africa, and represents a 
new era for US investment in Africa. The efficient operation of 
the Nacala line will have a substantial multiplier effect as 
transportation costs and times will fall, encouraging investment 
in diverse areas, such as agriculture and mining, to the three 
countries,” a statement from the US Corporate Council on Africa 
Said. 


b. Bush phones President Muluzi on Al-Qaeda 
arrests: American President George W Bush 
phoned his Malawian counterpart President Bakili 
Muluzi on the day that the American Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) arrested five al-Qaeda 
suspects in Blantyre. 


They have been allegedly funelling money to Osama bin 
Laden’s terror group using their Islamic charity organisations 
based in Malawi, a report siad, June 21. 


According to sources, the two presidents spent over seven 
minutes on the phone discussing how Malawi should not be used 
as a base for the terrorist group. The Chronicle learnt that on 
the day the arrests were made Muluzi received a call from the 
White House and he reassured the American president of 
Malawi's commitment to fight terrorism. 


‘The President assured Bush that Malawi would continue to 
help in the fight against terrorism. That is the reason why Muluzi 
agreed to have the five suspected al-Qaeda suspects flown out 
of the country despite the case being in the High Court,’ said 
the source. 


High Court halts deportation: Malawi's High Court in 
Blantyre has halted the deportation of five men arrested over 
the weekend for allegedly being a security threat and ordered 
that they either be charged or released, a report said, June 24. 


The five, from Sudan, Turkey, Saudi Arabia and Kenya, were 
detained on June 16. Thier lawyer Shabir Latif said a court order 
was secured to prevent their deportation, and that Malawi's laws 
and constitutional rights on deportation must be adhered to. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


MOROCCO 


a. Four journalists held for more than 10 days, 
face prison terms: Reporters San Frontieres (RSF) 
has urged the authorities to explain why they are 
holding four journalists who were originally detained 
under an anti-terrorism law, but reportedly will now 
be prosecuted under the press law and face prison 
terms, a report said, June 30. 
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Three of the journalists are to appear before an investigating 
judge in Rabat. They are Mustapha Kechnini, publisher of the 
Qujda-based weekly "Al Hayat al Maghribia", Mohammed el 
Hourd, publisher of the Oujda-based weekly “Ashary", and 
Abdeimajid Ben Tahar, “Asharq"’s editor. The fourth journalist, 
Mustapha Alaoui, managing editor of the weekly "Al Ousboue", 
appeared before a judge on 25 June. 


"We call on Justice Minister Mohamed Bouzouba to clarify 
the charges against these journalists, and we would like to know 
exactly what they are supposed to have done,” RSF Secretary- 
General Robert Minard said. 


"if the fight against terrorism is to be a legitimate one, it must 
not violate freedoms and the freedom of expression in particular,” 
Minard added. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Agreement signed on Nacala Corridor: The 
Mozambican authorities and the United States 
Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC) 
signed an agreement, June 27, in Washington on 
financing modernisation of the Nacala Corridor, the 
rail line from the northern Mozambican port of 
Nacala to landlocked Malawi. 


After the signing, Chipande declared that this was a decisive 
step in permitting the modernisation of the line. 


Transport Minister Tomas Salomao said that, although the 
total cost of the work required on the Nacala Corridor is estimated 
at over $60 million, a good start could be made with the OPIC 
contribution, while further finance was sought. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


NAMIBIA 


a. Four killed as medical rescue aircraft 
crashes in Namibia: Four people, including two 
South Africans, were killed in Namibia, June 26, 
when an SOS medical rescue aircraft leaving the 
scene of a traffic accident crashed into a mountain. 


The regional medical director for SOS International, Fraser 
Lamond, told Sapa that another two South Africans -- Na- 
jmonesa Gaffoor and Arlene de Bruin -- were killed in the 
accident. 


A third South African—— Charmaine Williams—was initially 
injured in the accident, which occurred about 170 kilometres 
outside Windhoek on the Gamsberg Pass Road. The vehicle 
rolied after leaving the road. An SOS air ambulance was called 
to evacuate Williams from the scene. 


Shortly after the evacuation, the aircraft slammed into the 
side of a nearby mountain killing all four people on board, 
including Namibian pilot Jon Branca, 47, South African para- 
medic Marcel Naud, Namibian medical assistant Daria Smith 
and Williams. 
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SOS provides medical assistance, emergency services, road 
ambulance services and air ambulance services to a wide range 
of clients around the globe. 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


NIGERIA 


a. Over 100 die in pipeline blast: More than 
100 villagers scavenging gasoline from a vandal- 
ized pipeline were killed on June 19 night when 
the gushing fuel exploded in rural south-eastern 
baal Red Cross officials and witnesses said, 

une 21. 


it was not immediately clear what touched off the blast lon 
an excavated length of pipe 50 km north of the city of Umuahia. 


The national This Day newspaper cited witnesses as saying 
it may have been caused by a spark from a motorcycle used by 
one of the victims. 


Emmanuel ljewre, president of the Nigerian Red Cross, 
confirmed 105 people were killed and said more deaths were 
likely. as rescue crew continued to collect bodies and interview 
survivors, including an unknown number of wounded languishing 
in homes and hospitals with "third degree burns". 


This Day put the casualties about 100. 


Ndu Ughamadu, spokesman of the state-owned Nigerian 
National Petroleum Corporation, confirmed the pipeline had been 
ruptured by ‘vandals,’ adding it was still unclear how many people 
had been killed. Witnesses speaking on condition of anonymity 
said villagers had been scooping fuel from the pipeline for six 
weeks since it was first ruptured in early May. The residents said 
authorities had continued to pump fuel through the line despite 
being informed of the breakage. 


Strike against fuel prices shuts down cities: Nigeria was 
shut down, June 30, by a general strike called by trade unions 
to protest at a stiff increase in fuel prices. 


Banks, schools, government offices and businesses were 
closed and the normally bustling streets of major cities were 
devoid of traffic. In the capital Abuja, riot police fired teargas to 
disperse a rally addressed by Adams Oshimhole, president of 
the Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC), the trade union movement 
which organised the stoppage. 


In Lagos, Nigeria’s commercial hub, police fired teargas at 
protesters who lit bonfires in the main streets and shouted 
anti-government slogans. There were no immediate reports of 
violence in Africa's most populous country. 


President Olusegun raised petrol prices by 54 percent on 20 
June, saying Africa’s largest oil producer should no longer have 
to spend US $2 billion a year on subsidising fue! that was already 
extremely cheap by international standards. 


b. 138 killed, N1.9bn property destroyed in 
the the May 2002 Ogoniland crisis: The Judicial 
Commission of Inquiry into the communal distur- 
bances which had involved three communities of 
Ogoniland, including Bori, Zaakpon and Yeghe has 
said that properties worth N1.9 billion were de- 
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Stroyed during the five days conflict, which look 
pa from May 5 to May 10, a report said, June 


Presenting the findings of the commission to state gover- 
nors, Dr. Peter Odili, the Commission Chair-man, Justice Ben 
Ugbari disclosed that 38 persons lost their lives, while three 
persons were injured and one still missing during the 5-day 
disturbances in the areas. 


Submitting’ seven volumes of the report to the state 
government, Justice Ugbari said the commission received 84 
memoranda, interviewed 28 withnesses and received 163 
exhibits tendered in evidence. 


He urged the people of the state to have faith in the 
government as it would not do anything that would not be in 
favour or interest of the larger population. 


Odili observed with dismay that Nigeria was the only 
oil-producing country where long queues were found at petrol 
Stations and attributed the development to sharp practices by 
dealers and smugglers. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi and Hindu, Madrs) 


RWANDA 


a. Military | witness says commander Nsengi- 
yumba gave orders to kill Tutsis: A prosecution 
witness, June 30, told the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), that on the morning of 
April 7, 1994, a day after former president Habyari- 
mana’s death, the former military commander of 
Gisenyi region (western Rwanda), Anatole Nsengi- 
yumva gave orders to kill Tutsis. 


The witness named "DO" to keep his identity secret, said 
tha: Nsengiyumva told militia that "Tutsis had to be eliminated 
because they killed Habyarimana", and called upon them to 
reinforce the roadblocks in order to “identify and arrest the enemy 
(Tutsis)". 

Nsengiyumva supposedly made the statement during a 
meeting he called at Gisenyi military camp. The witness, who 
said he did not attend the meeting, said that he had driven a 
number of Interahamwe militia to the meeting on the orders of 
a certain Captain Bizimuremyi. 


"DO" explained that "we were outside the building with other 
soldiers but within the camp”, adding that on that occasion, the 
accused distributed arms to Interahamwe militia in readiness to 
begin the killings. 

b. Parliament Passes Election Law:The Rwan- 
dan parliament has passed a draft law on presiden- 
tial and parliamentary elections, the Rwandan News 
Agency (RNA) reported, June 27. 


The law details requirements that presidential and parliamen- 
tary candidates must meet in order to contest, as well as 
campaign regulations. 

RNA reported that the law required parliamentary contestants 
to be at least 21 years of age and to have been proposed by a 
political party or an association of political parties. Independent 
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candidates must provide 600 signatures. of eligible voters, with 
at least 30 from each province in the country. 


Presidential candidates must be Rwandans proposed by their 
parties, and independent candidates must provide 600 signa- 
tures of eligible voters, with at least 30 from each province. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SENEGAL 


a. African Development Bank provides 
US$16mil for health project: The African Devel- 
opment Bank (ADB) said, June 23, it has agreed to 
provide US$ 16.1 million in loans and grants to help 
improve the health of 2.5 million people in four rural 
areas of Senegal. 


The five-year project aims to cut the number of deaths at 
childbirth and in the early years of childhood by increasing the 
number of medically assisted births and improving the treatment 
of malaria and common childhood diseases. It will also promote 
family planning and combat the spread of HIV/AIDS and other 
sexually transmitted diseases. 


A key objective is to reduce infant mortality in the Matam, 
Tambacounda, Fatick and Kaolack regions from 113 per 1000 
to 72 per 1000 by 2008. The Tunis-based ADB said it would 
provide a US $14.2 million loan and a US 1.9 million grant which 
together would cover 77 percent of the cost of the project. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. UN prepares to evacuate Sierra Leonean 
refugees: The United Nations refugee agency has 
stepped up preparations to evacuate Sierra 
Leonean and other refugees trapped in the Liberian 
capital, Monrovia, as a tenuous ceasefire in the 
ee rean city enters its fourth day, a report said, 

uly 1. 


According to the UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR), final plans were being made in the Sierra Leonean 
capital, Freetown, to send a ship to Monrovia that would 
evacuate the refugees, many of whom fled to the agency's 
compound in the wake of a rebel onslaught. 


Since earlier in the month, tens of thousands of people have 
been pouring into central Monrovia to flee the fighting on the 
outskirts of the city between government troops and the country’s 
main rebel group, .Liberians United for Reconciliation and 
Democracy (LURD). 


More than 1,000 Sierra Leonean refugees and displaced 
Liberians are encamped in UN and embassy premises through- 
out the coastal town. The refugees are among an estimated 
15,000 Sierra Leoneans who were previously assisted by 
UNHCR in refugee camps around Monrovia. 


b. Special court indicts two former militia 
leaders: The UN-backed Special Court for Sierra 
Leone has indicted two former leaders of a 
disbanded pro-government militia movement for 
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crimes against humanity committed during the 
country's 10-year civil war, a report said, June 27. 


These ranged from unlawful killings to human sacrifice, 
cannibalism and the use of child soldiers. 


The Special Court published, June 26, an indictment against 


Allieu Kondewa, Chief Initiator of the Civil Defence Force (CDF), © 


whose fighters were also known as the Kamajors, and Moinina 
Fofanah, the CDF's Director of War. Both men were- detained 
on May 27. They have been charged with crimes against 
international humanitarian law and violations of the Geneva 
Conventions 


c. Ex-Junta leader killed in Liberia: Sierra 
Leone's fugitive former junta ruler, Johnny Paul 
Koroma, who had been indicted for war crimes by 
a UN-backed court, has been killed in Liberia, the 
court’s top investigator said, June 15. 


“i told the indictee’s wife that her husband has been killed 
and we got this from credible source," Alan White said by 
telephone in Sierra Leone's capital, Freetown. 


The report of Koroma’s death comes barely a month after 
that of former Sierra Leonean rebel commander, Sam Bockarie, 
shot dead in a gunbattle with troops loyal to Liberian President 
Charles Taylor, who has also been indicted by the court. 


Koroma and Bockarie, whose fighters won reputations for 
brutality during Sierra Leone’s brutal decade-long civil war, were 
once allies of Taylor, who stands accused of fuelling the conflict 
in exchange for diamonds. Sierra Leone’s war unleashed levels 
of cruelty that shocked even war-scarred West Africa. Fighters 
on both sides deliberately hacked off civilians’ limbs, gang-raped 
women and girls and forcibly recruited child soldiers. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SOMALIA 


a. Kenya bans Somali flights in major terror 
crackdown: The government, June 21, banned 
flights to Somalia and closed Kenyan airspace to 
planes from that country in a security operation 
aimed at preventing a possible terrorist attack. 

At the same time, a major security operation by the 
Anti-terrorism Police Unit and the General Service Unit continued 
in Nairobis Eastleigh area, home to thousands of Somali 
refugees. 

(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SUDAN 


a. Cessation of hostilities agreement re- 
newed: The cessation of hostilities agreement 
between the government of Sudan and the rebel 
Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army 
(SPLM/A) was renewed on June 30 until the end of 
September. 

Originally signed in October 2002, the memorandum of 
understanding (MOU) has been extended every three months 
since. The ‘latest extension would last from 30 June until 30 
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September, Sudan's deputy ambassador to Kenya, Muhammad 
Ahmad Dirdeiry, told IRIN. 


The agreement binds both sides to a "cessation of hostilities" 
in all areas of Sudan, which includes retaining their military 
positions, refraining from any offensives or attacks on civilian 
populations, and not supplying areas with weapons or ammuni- 
tion. 


In an addendum to the MOU, which was signed in February 
2003, both sides guaranteed to give notification of all troop 
movements and supply of combat items, to provide the locations 
of their forces and allied militia, and to allow a Verification and 
Monitoring Team to investigate any alleged military attacks. 


Present at the signing of the extension, which took place in 
the Kenyan capital, Nairobi, were representatives from both the 
government and the SPLM/A, the chief mediator in the peace 
process, Lazarus Sumbeiywo, and representatives from the US, 
UK and Italy, Dirdeiry said. 


b. Thousands of Sudanese refugees dis- 
placed by unrest at camp: About 30,000 Suda- 
nese refugees have been displaced from their 
homes within the Kakuma refugee camp in north- 
western Kenya, due to fighting with the local 
Turkana people which has claimed 11 lives, it was 
reported, June 25. 


Eight Sudanese, two Turkana and one Ethiopian (caught in 
crossfire) had died due to the fighting, which erupted recently 
when the Turkana found a missing cow in the refugee camp, 
Emmanuel Nyabera, spokesman for the UN refugee agency 
(UNHCR), told IRIN. 


Since then gangs of Turkana, some of them armed with 
AK-47 rifles, had attacked the camp leading to escalated fighting 
with the refugees who defended themselves using crude 
weapons. 


About 22,000 of the displaced „refugees were staying with 
friends and families while 8,000 were camped in schools, 
churches and public buildings, Nyabera said. 


UNHCR was providing food and water to the displaced, many 
of whose food stocks had been footed in the unrest, he said. 
Two mobile health clinics were also tending to the sick, as the 
main hospital in Kakuma had been forced to close. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


UGANDA 


a. Rebels hit Lira: About 26 people were feared 
killed, June 28, after LRA rebels attacked Otuke, 
Moroto and Erute counties in Lira district. 


The rebels abducted an unspecified number of people during 
the 3 am attack in Barr in Erute South, Olilim in Otuke and Aloi 
in Moroto. LCI chairman for Abunga village in Bar Bonny Ochen 
identified the dead as Denis Okwii, Ogwal Lucepu and Sam 
Okwir, of Abunga parish. 

b. Drug authority boss resigns: The National 
Drug Authority (NDA) board chairman, Dr. William 
Nganwa, has resigned following pressure and the 
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inspector general of government's recommendation 
to the health ministry. June 25 


Former minister Dr. James Makumbi, who now heads the 
UPDF's medical services department, has been appointed the 
acting NDA board chairman. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Court orders Tsvangirai’s release: A judge 
ordered the Zimbabwean opposition leader, Morgan 
Tsvangirai, released on.bail on June 20 after two 
weeks in jail on treason charges, but put limits on 
Tsvangirai’s political statements. 


The head of the opposition Movement for Democratic Change 
is barred from advocating the removal of President, Robert 
Mugabe, by what Judge Susan Mavangira termed “violent or 
other unlawful means”. 


Opposition officials said Tsvangirai was being held in what 
they described at a filthy, overcrowded cell. They vowed to 
continue their struggle. 


"His incarceration has only served to strengthen the people’s 
resolve to intensify peaceful efforts to tackle the crisis of 
legitimacy in Zimbabwe", opposition sources said. 


Tsvangirai was arrested on June 6 on treason charges 
following a week of anti-government strikes that affected the 
already fragile economy. 


The State prosecutors said Tsvangirai has called on support- 
ers to oust Mugabe and incited them to violence. 


b. Deadline set to claim shares: Old Mutual 
Life Assurance Company of Zimbabwe said more 
than four million shares valued.at over $7 billion are 
still to be claimed by about 13,000 shareholders, a 
report said, June 27. 


Ail unclaimed shares are being held in a special purpose 
trust fund, the Old Mutual Unclaimed Share Trust, until the rightful 
owners come forward to claim. 


Old Mutual Africa operations general manager, who is also 
responsible for demutualisation in Zimbabwe, John Bonney said 
policyholders had until May 2004 to claim ownership of the free 
shares. 


He said if the shares remain unclaimed five years after listing, 
they would be forfeited after which shareholders would lose all 
rights to them. 


Although the number of shares represents less than 1% of 
the tota! shares in issue, the Old Mutual group was "anxious" 
that shareholders take up their benefits. 

Bonney said generally most shareholders would be entitled 
to about 300 shares and these would be worth about $500 000 
at current prices. 

c. 57 citizens detained in Kenya: Fifty-seven 
Zimbabwean nationals were detained at the Jomo 
Kenyatta International Airport in Kenya for three 
days after a Libyan plane they were travelling in 
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was intercepted and forced to land by the Kenyan 
Government, it was reported, June 12. 


A spokesperson for the ministry of foreign affairs Ms Pavelyn 
Musaka said the Zimbabweans were flying to Tripoli from Harare 
when their plane was forced to land by Kenyan authorities who 
also seized their travel documents and arrested their two Libyan 
pilots. 


She told our Bulawayo Bureau that the Zimbabwean 
delegation was on a cultural exchange programme to Libya. 


it is understood that the Libyan plane had been cleared to 
overfly Kenyan airspace, June 6. 


The Kenyan Civil Aviation Authority then forced the plane 
to land before arresting its pilots and detaining its passen- 
gers. 


"The KCAA handled the case very much within the IATA 
(International Air Traffic Authority) regulations. International 
clearance or any adjustments should have been sought well in 
advance. Therefore, there is nothing unusual with what the 
Kenyans did," said Ms Musaka. 


The pilots flying the Russian-made Ilyusin plane were fined 
82 000 Kenyan shillings for allegedly overflying the Kenyan 
airspace without authority. 


d. US offers generous aid to Zimbabwe to 
oust Mugabe: America, June 24, offered Zimbabwe 
"generous assistance" in exchange for its ruling 
Zanu-PF party ousting the President, Robert 
Mugabe, and agreeing to hold free elections. 


Making the offer, Colin Powell, the US Secretary of State, 
admitted that “Robert Mugabe and his cohorts may cry 
‘blackmail. But he said they should be ignored. The starving, 
oppressed Zimbabwean people could not wait much longer for 
their "rescue". 


Washington, working with Britain and the European Union, 
has imposed a visa ban on Zimbabwean leaders, frozen the 
government's overseas assets an sent substantial aid through 
non-governmental channels. 


Gen Powell is now proposing a direct bargain with 
disaffected elements of Zanu-PF join hands with the Opposi- 
tion Party in Parliament and amend the law to allow for 
Mugabe's removal. 


He said: "With the President gone, with a transitional 
Government in place and with a date fixed for new elections, 
the United States would be quick to pledge generous assistance 
to the restoration of Zimbabwe's political and economic institu- 
tions, even before the election". 


Writing in the New York Times, Gen Powell called on the 
world, in particular South Africa and its neighbours, to take 
strong action “that fully reflects the urgency of Zimbabwe's 
crisis". 

He accused Mugabe of political violence, vote-rigging, 
economic mismanagement, "unchecked corruption” and the 
cynical transfer of commercial farmland to his cronies. 


(SOURCE: Independent, Harare and Hindu, Madras) 
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ANALYSIS 





Afrikaners are dreaming another homeland 


repress Blacks. In Kleinfontein some South Africans are 
dreaming of another kind of homeland, for white people. 
Not just any white people, but conservative white Afrikafiers 
who feel displaced by black majority rule and say their Biblé abhors 
the racial mixing that is a feature of the new South Africa. They 
are moving to places such as Kieinfontein, one of three all-white 
Afrikaner communities whose leaders advocate self-rule. 


History has turned topsy-turvy. We're reduced to a minority 
group," Niel de Beer, the 66-year-old chairman of the Kleinfontein 
cooperative, lamented as he pulled up to 20-foot guard towers 
that stand sentinel along the red dirt road leading into the 
community of 420. "In Kleinfontein, we are a Volks, a small 
nation. Eventually we hope it will lead to statehood". As the 
heavy iron doors swing open against the sun-bleached high 
grass, it's clear this is no ordinary gated community. it’s partly 
the way people talk, in a discriminatory lexicon no longer sublicly 
acceptable in South Africa. 


"We don't hate the Blacks. We just don’t want to mix with 
them," said Johan van Emmenis, 45, the coach of an all-white 
boys’ wrestling club. “I'm a good Christian. God made black. 
God made white. It's not up to us to decide why". 


Even the buildings here, De Beer proudly points out, were 
built entirely by white Afrikaner labour. 


Kleinfontein gave the construction jobs to Afrikaners, he said, 
to help alleviate Afrikaner unemployment. Such unemployment 
was unusual when whites were at the top of the social pyramid. 
But after white rule ended in 1994, nonwhite became eligible for 
formerly "white-only" jobs. The transition “left the Afrikaner with 
nothing, no rights, no land, nothing. Now we are completely 
outnumbered," De Beer said. “White men will never rule again 
in Africa. We can never have our nation’s ideals sustained 
anymore. Kleinfontein is an attempt to resolve this situation. 

Until white rule ended, the Afrikaners were firmly ensconced 
as leaders of the racist apartheid system. They aggressively 
promoted their Dutch-based Afrikaans as the language of the 
government and encouraged its use in media and schools. Their 
political leaders legalized the draconian policies that insiitution- 
alized racial separation after 1948, forcing Blacks over the age 
of 16 to carry passes and, in the early 1960s, reclassifying 
millions of them as “citizens” of rural slums known as Bantustans 
or homelands. Homeland residents had to produce papers to 
enter the rest of the country, depriving them of their national 
citizenship. Such domination is history. Afrikaners hava been 
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reduced to a numerically insignificant minority of about 7 per 
cent of the country’s 44 million people, and Afrikaans is just one 
of 11 national languages. 


Sunday Times columnist Max du Preez termed the commu- 
nities “sustainabie racism" orchestrated by "right-wing Afrikaner 
fundamentalists," and suggested taking “buses full of tourists to 
look at these peculiar relics from the past". A parliamentary 
staffer observed with a grin that the communities have "finally 
perfected racial purity—now they don’t even have black 
servants". A Ministry of Justice and Constitutional Development 
spokesman acknowledged that the separatist communities flout 
the law, which forbids racial discrimination. "The setup is in 
violation of the constitution,” said Paul Setsetse, the ministry 
communications director. "t amounts to an act of’ racism, 
because they want to live alone, in a Afrikaner community, 
without other racial groups, in so-called self-determination”. 


Kleinfontein—with its bland suburban homes, sunsplashed 
flower beds and blond children ambling barefoot down the soft 
unpaved roads—reminds people of South Africa under apart- 
heid. And that, to many of the residents and 180 other who work 
or participate in civic activities here, is part of its attraction. 


During apartheid, “we all knew what was expected of each 
other," said Shirley Harmse, 68, sitting in the public library she 
built in her front yard, stocked with donated books in Afrikaans. 


Harmse and her husband were the fifth family to build a 
house here, in 1997, when they abruptly sold their family farm 
after a neighbour's son was murdered while milking a cow. 
Hundreds of farmers have been killed in recent years. 


"We were too old and the risk was very high of being 
murdered,” said Harmse, a white-haired grandmother. "i think 
we all know why it’s happening, but we're too scared to say it. 
They want the whole Africa for black empowerment. They don't 
want the Whites". Many Afrikaners live in gated communities 
around Pretoria, but those are open to affluent Blacks and all 
others who can afford them—an invitation Kleinfontein has no 
intention of extending. But younger couples are trickling in. In 
the last year, school enrollment nearly doubled, from 26 to 48 
children. Twelve of the children were sent by their parents to 
board at the school. As for the curriculum, Principal Adriaan 
Appeigryn said, "The foundation is the Bible. 


—Anne-Mane O’Connor in World Report, reproduced in 
Deccan Herald, Bangalore. 
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\ A fortnightly record on governance, economy, development, human rights and environment 


July 2—15, 2003 ` 


ALGERIA 


a. Islamist leaders freed: Two top leaders of an 
outlawed Islamic party were freed, July 3, from 
detention after serving out their 12-year prison 
terms. 


Abassi Madai and Ali Belhadj, who headed the Islamic 
Salvation Front, have been banned from all political activity as 
a condition of their release, an army statement said. 


Belhadj, a fiery orator, had been held in Blida military prison, 
60 km south of Algiers. Madani, considered the strategist, had 
been living under house arrest for the past six years in Algiers 
after serving six years in prison. Crowds pushed and shoved to 
see Belhadj as he immediately went to pray at the mosque in 
Kouba, an Algiers suburb where he lived, following his release. 
He then went to the home of Madani, for a half-hour visit. 


Madani, 72, and Belhadj, 47, were arrested in June 1991 
after a general strike led by their party that all but paralysed 
military-backed authorities who had run the country since 
independence from France in 1962. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras) 


ANGOLA 


a. Cooperation pact with Zimbabwe: The 
public works ministries of Angola and Zimbabwe, 
July 7, signed a cooperation agreement in public 
works, civil construction and building materials 
sectors. 


The accord was signed by Angola's public works minister 
Higino Carneiro and his Zimbabwe counterpart Ignatius Chombo 
in Luanda. The protocol includes partnerships between both 
countries’ construction companies, professional training pro- 
grammes, researches, production and trading of building mate- 
rials and methods of researches and application in construction 
field. The signing of protocol represents the two countries’ 
interest in strengthening the cooperation. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


BOTSWANA 


a. Bush’s message of hope on AIDS: US 
President Bush took his message of hope about 
AIDS to Botswana, July 10, a land held up by 
Washington as a economic and political success. 


Vol IV No. 14 


Bush focused on US plans to expand trade and AIDS 
assistance to a country that pursues democracy and market 
Economy. Bush's African visit underlines a rethink on the 
strategic importance of the continent, because of growing US 
reliance on its oil and intelligence that Al-Qaeda could use 
vulnerable states to hide. Air Force 1 touched down in the 
sparsely. populated country rich in gem-quality diamonds amid 
tight security a Goborone’s international airport. 


It was patrolled by police with sniffer dogs and about 1,000 
local people stood ready to welcome the US President, who was 
formally greeted by President Festus Mogae as a choir of school 
children snag and a band played. 


Botswana, a staunch US ally, shares one African agony, 
AIDS. It is now battling the world’s highest known rate of HIV 
prevalence with an estimated 38.8 per cent of its people infected. 


Bush has made AIDS a major focus of his five-nation swing 
through Africa with a proposed five-year, $15 million aid plan. 


(SOURCE: Deccan Herald, Bangalore) 


BURUNDI 


a. Rebels continue shelling Bujumbura: Three 
people were killed and several others were injured 
as rebel attacks continued, July 10, on the Bu- 
rundian capital, Bujumbura. 


The deaths brought to 37 the number of people killed since 
attacks on the city began, July 7. At least six bombs fell on the 
city, July 9. The rebels were reported to be shelling the city 
from neighbouring hills. "One bomb fell in Quartier Asiatique, 
killing two watchmen; another bomb caused the beheading of a 
cyclist near the cathedral in the town centre, the rest of the 
bombs hit houses,” an eyewitness said. 


Army Chief of Staff Brig-Gen Germain Niyoyankana told 
reporters that heavy fighting continued in the hills surrounding 
Bujumbura between government troops and fighters loyal to 
Agathon Rwasa's faction of the Forces Nationales de Liberation 
(FNL). He said the army had driven the rebels out of the city, 
killing several of them in the process. "The rebels attempted to 
come down again to Musaga suburb [southern Bujumbura], the 
army repulsed them back to the hills, many rebels were killed 
and a large number of weapons seized including eight bombs, 
several hand grenades and 12 sacks of bullets,” he said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background info. Burundi, page1081:a] 
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CONGO (DR) 


a. 3,800-strong UN force for Ituri: A 3,800- 
strong force will soon be deployed in the embattled 
ituri district of northeastern Democratic Republic of 
the Cong, as well as in other locations, the new 
special representative of the UN Secretary-General 
William Lacy Swing, announced, July 6. 


"The idea is to have a brigade of about 3,800 men,” Swing 
told a news conference in Bunia, the main town of Ituri district, 
where fighting between ethnic militias took a precipitous turn for 
the worse in May. 


“Major planning is currently underway to ensure the han- 
dover" he said, when the mandate of a French-led multinational 
peace enforcement mission is due to end, September 1. 


Although Swing did not give the exact arrival date of the 
force, under the aegis of the UN Mission in the DRC, known as 
MONUC, he said that Bangladesh, Nepal and Indonesia would 
be among the countries contributing soldiers to it. An advance 
team of the Bangladeshi contingent arrived in Bunia, July 6, fo 
prepare for the arrival of their colleagues. 


Swing said that there would be no power vacuum in Bunia 
after the departure of the multinational force. 


"Security in Bunia will remain as strong as it is at present,” 
he said. 


The "task force" for Ituri would be MONUC’s second, 
following the recent deployment of a 1,500-strong South African 
force in Kindu in the east, whose mission was to disarm and 
repatriate Interahamwe, Rwandan Hutu militias, and soldiers of 
Rwanda’s former army, ex-FAR, said to be largely responsible 
for the 1994 genocide. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
{Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1083:a) 


DJIBOUTI 


a. Newspaper editor Daher Ahmed Farah back 
to prison: RSF has voiced its outrage over the 
Djibouti Appeals Court’s decision, July 9, to sen- 
tence Daher Ahmed Farah, editor of the newspaper 
Le Renouveau, to three months’ imprisonment for 
ee the army’s chief of staff, Gen. Zakaria Cheik 
brahim. 


Following the court hearing, Farah was taken back to 
Djiboutis Gabode prison, from which he had been released 
following a lower court's decision on June 23. 


The Appeals Court also handed Farah an additional three 
months’ suspended jail sentence. It ordered him to pay 13 million 
Djibouti francs in damages, fined him 200,000 Djibouti francs 
and banned his newspaper from appearing for three months. 


"This is outright harassment,” said RSF secretary-general 
Robert Minard, pointing out that it was the third time Farah has 
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been imprisoned in 2003 on the same charges, which had been 
dismissed by a lower court recently. l 


Minard also condemned the "astronomical" damages set by 
the court, which he described as a "death sentence" for Le 
Renouveau. “How will a small newspaper selling just a few 
hundred copies be able to find more than 65,000 euros? The 
authorities know very well this is the way to silence a newspaper 
that bothers them." 


Farah has been convicted after a libel suit brought by Zakaria 
and members of a military folkloric troupe, the Troupe Harbi. In 
its April 17 issue, the newspaper had claimed that Zakaria was 
using the troupe for political and personal ends. 


i (SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Djibouti, page 1083] 


EGYPT 


a. Security authorities ban edition of El- 
Sadaa newspaper: The Egyptian Organization for 
Human Rights (EQHR) has expressed concern 
over the banning of El-Sadaa, of the El-Takaful 


` political party. 


According to a statement issued by the newspaper, July 7, 
chairman of the board and secretary general of El-Takaful, Esam 
Abdel Razek was summoned before security authorities and 
informed that there were security concerns regarding not only 
the editorial policies of the newspaper, but also the personality 
of the newspaper's editor-in-chief, Yasser Barakat. 


EOHR was told by the editor-in-chief and the secretary 
general of the newspaper that it is the first time that the 
newspaper has faced such treatment by security bodies. 
Nineteen issues have been released without incident since the 
newspaper released its first issue on February 26, 2003. 


EOHR reaffirmed its stance against any interference by 
administrative and security bodies in the affairs of media 
agencies and political parties, and called upon the Egyptian 
authorities to investigate the incident. 


EOHR considers such forms of interference to be a biatant 
violation of freedom of the press and the right to freedom of 
opinion and expression. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


ERITREA 


a. Voice of America correspondent arrested: 
Reporters Without Borders, July 15, condemned 
the arrest and conscription into the Eritrean army 
of the local correspondent of the Voice of America 
(VOA) and called for his immediate release. 


The journalist, Akhilu Solomon, 32, was arrested at his home 
on July 8 and taken to an army camp to do his compulsory 
military service. However, VOA said he had already done part 
of it and been exempted from the rest on medical grounds. 
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"After persecuting the local media, the government is now 
going after those working for foreign media," said Reporters 
Without Borders secretary-general Robert Minard. 


"The latest arrest means 19 journalists are now in prison, 
making Eritrea by far the most repressive country in Africa in 
this respect." 


The government shut down all privately-owned newspapers 
in September 2001 and arrested several journalists, leaving only 
the official press operating. 


Three foreign media - the BBC, Agence France-Presse and 
Deutsche Welle - have stringers in the country. The US embassy 
in Asmara said it had contacted the government about Soloman’s 
arrest. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Ethiopian Airlines signs an agreement: 
Ethiopian Airlines, July 4, signed an agreement with 
Aviation Financial Services Inc., a subsidiary of 
General Electric Capital Aviation Services (GE- 
CAS), for the operating on lease three B/737-700 
airplanes. 


Ato Bisrat Nigatu, CEO of Ethiopian Airlines, and Sean 
Jackson, senior vice president, marketing of GECAS, signed the 
agreement. 

The three airplanes to be leased are scheduled to be 
delivered in March 2004, April 2004 and July 2005. 


The delivery of the aircraft to be acquired through direct 
purchase from Boeing starts in November 2003. 


It is to be recalled that Ethiopian airlines had announced 
earlier its decision to acquire a total of twelve Boeing airplanes 
over a period of four years, with purchasing rights for additional 
five B737-700 and three B777 aircraft. 


it was also made public that six airplanes will be acquired 
` through export credit guaranteed finance lease arrangement and 
the remaining six (three B737-700 and. three B767-300) on 
operating lease. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 


GUINEA 


a. Journalists attacked by soldiers: On June 
27, armed soldiers from the presidential guard 
assaulted Azoca Bah, a reporter with the Le Lynx 
la Lance Group, and Aboubakar Akoumba, manag- 
ing editor of the newspaper L'Aurore. 


Their documents, together with Bah’s camera and film, were 
also seized and destroyed, it was reported, July 7. 


The incident occurred in Touba, a provincial town 400 
kilometres northeast of the capital, Conakry, where Bah and 
Akoumba had gone to cover a Koran-reading session for the 
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health of President Lansana Cont, and a demonstration by 
supporters of his candidature in the next elections. Rally 
organisers were outraged by the presence of the two reporters, 
whose newspapers they accused of carrying irreverent reports 
about the President in previous editions. 


Recent speculation and public debate about the President's 
health have been fuelled by the campaign for the re-election of 
Cont. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


KENYA 


a. Bomb victims lose appeal in US: Kenyans 
affected by the 1998 American embassy bombing 
in Nairobi have lost an appeal for compensation, it 
was reported, July 15. 


An American appeal court said the appellants had no grounds 
to sue the United States government for damages. 


4 
ae 
P 


A 


The unanimous decision by a three-judge pane! dealt a major 
blow to the long-running effort by Kenyan victims to win hundreds 
of millions of dollars in damages through the US courts. 


Lawyers representing the 5,000 Kenyans in the suit can still 
move. the US Supreme Court but the ruling made it highly 
unlikely that such an appeal would succeed. 


The defeat came five years after the August 7, 1998 attack 
that killed 200 Kenyans and 12 Americans. Thousands of 
Kenyans were injured in the blast that destroyed the American 
embassy and the adjacent Ufundi House in Nairobi. 


Four men linked to Saudi-born Osama Bin Laden's Al-Qaeda 
network were convicted and jailed for life for the attacks. 


Three years ago, Kenyans who lost family members, were 
injured or lost businesses sued the US government for allegedly 
failing to secure the Nairobi embassy or to warn the public of 
the risk of terrorist attack. 


The suit further said Kenyan guards under contract with the 
US State Department lacked adequate training and equipment 
to protect the embassy. 


in 2002, a court in Washington rejected the victims’ claims 
that the US government be held liable for alleged negligence. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Kenya, page 991:a] 


LESOTHO 


a. Journalists attacked by mob: Two journal- 
ists were injured, July 2, while covering protests by 
street vendors in the main Maseru bus-stop area. 


The street vendors were protesting against their eviction from 
the streets of Maseru. After a gunshot was fired from the side 
of the police and the council members, the protests turned 
violent. Street vendors resorted to throwing stones and vandal- 
ising and torching businesses in the area. 
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Several shops, one church and at least one vehicie were 
vandalised. The vendors proceeded to Maseru’s central business 
district, where they vandalised two more shops. Many of them 
were bundled into police vehicles and assaulted by police during 
the process. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


LIBERIA 


a. President Taylor agrees to step down: 
Liberia’s besieged President Charles Taylor, July 4, 
renewed a pledge to step down, but stressed he 
would only leave after an international peacekeep- 
ing force is deployed in the country. 


"t makes a lot of sense for peacekeepers to arrive in this 
city before | transit," Taylor told a meeting of Liberian clerics in 
the capital Monrovia. 


He welcomed the possibility that US troops might be among 
an international peacekeeping force. 


"| welcome and will embrace the presence of American 
troops in Liberia. | think it will be essentia! for stability," but added, 
"i don't understand why the US insists that | be absent before 
its soldiers arrive". 


Taylor offered a chilling warning, however, to his rebel 
opponents that government forces were still "capable of carrying 
out havoc". 


Liberians welcome US soldiers: US soldiers in Monrovia 
to assess the nation's humanitarian needs met cheering, dancing 
mobs everywhere they went, July 8. 


At one point, though, they had to turn back because a 
government official was upset that protocol had not been 
_ followed. 


Tens of thousands of Liberians poured into the streeis as the 
US convoy drove through town. Bare-chested boys, toothless 
old men and women with babies strapped to their backs ran 
alongside, laughing and chanting, "We want peace". 


` The more audacious declared that their President's wings 
had been broken. 


They all sang paeans to the US President, George W Bush, 
but in the high-speed Liberian pidgin spoken in Monrovia, it 
sounded something like “Jaw Boo”, as in: "Oh, George Bush, 
we like you". 


"Americans are just not used to being received this way,” 
confessed one member of the assessment team. 


At noon Taylor's police forces appeared from nowhere and 
‘fired into the air and the Americans piled into their cars and sped 
off.’ 


Govt accuses rebels of violating truce: Liberia's govern- 
ment, July 14, accused rebels of violating a ceasefire and urged 
the speedy arrival of international peacekeepers to quell fighting 
that has plunged the nation into chaos. 
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A high-ranking official from the main rebel group, currently 
in the neighbouring Ghana for peace talks, said he was not 
aware of any serious fighting. 


“There are always small skirmishes but as far as all-out war, 
| don’t know about that," said Kabineh Ja'Neh, a leader of 
Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD). 


The Liberian information minister, Reginald Goodrich, said 
there was fighting between government and rebels troops, July 
13, in the northern towns of Gorlu and Kwendin. 


This followed previous government reports that fighting over 
the weekend had claimed at least 15 lives. 


Goordrich said the rebels were making a final push to the 
capital, Monrovia. 


"We can only do our best to hold the line,” he said. "It is in 
the interest of everyone for peacekeepers to get here as soon 
as they can". 


The subject of whether or not the United States might lead 
an international peacekeeping forcé inthe country with deep US 
ties—Liberia was founded by freed US slaves in the 19th 
Century—was to be discussed at a meeting scheduled, July 14, 
between the US President, George W Bush, and the UN 
Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, in Washington. 


A US military inspection team arrived in Liberia recently. They 
have been visiting Liberian refugee camps, ports and landing 


-Strips to assess the possibility of sending troops and humanitar- 


ian aid. More American specialists were in Ghana over the 
weekend to coordinate with a west African regional bloc that has 
promised to send more than 1,500 soldiers. 


Washington has called on the Liberian President, Charles 
Taylor, to step down but is wary of becoming involved in a west 
African conflict—especially with American troops already com- 
mitted in Iraq, Afghanistan and Kosovo. 


The latest reports of fighting could not be independently 
verified. Liberia's government has been widely accused in the 
past of fabricating or inflating attack claims in an effort to win 
sympathy. The rebels have threatened to fight any peacekeepers 
deployed before. A UN-backed international court in Sierra 
Leone in June indicted Taylor on war crimes charges for backing 
Sierra Leone rebels whose signature atrocity was chopping off 
civilians’ limbs, and ears and noses. 


Meanwhile, in the rain-soaked and war-ravaged capital, 
refugees seeking shelter from the fighting at a soccer stadium 
awaited distribution of urgently needed food aid. 


The latest fighting has driven thousands from their homes. 


In Monrovia, they have sought safety in city’s sports stadiums, 
churches and schools. 


(SOURCE: New York Times, Hindu, Madras and Asian Age, New 
Delhi) 
[Background Info. Liberia, page 1086:a] 
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LIBYA 


a. Bangui, Tripoli resume cooperation: The 
Central African Republic (CAR) and Libya have 
decided to resume diplomatic ties after four months 
of uncertainty, a government official said, July 8. 


The secretary of state for foreign affairs, Charles Wenezoui, 
said CAR leader Francois Bozize and Libyan leader Muammar 
Gaddafi "resolved to build their cooperation on a new basis" 
when they met, July 7, in N’djamena, the capital of Chad. 


He said the areas of cooperation were yet to be determined. 
Gaddafi promised to support Bozize, he said. Wenezoui had 
accompanied Bozize in his trip to Chad where he held one hour 
of talks with the Libyan head of state. Libya previously had 
military and defence accords with the CAR, within the framework 
of the Community of Sahelo-Saharan States, known as CEN- 
SAD. 


After a May 2001 coup attempt by former President Andre 
Kolingba, the CEN-SAD sent 200 troops to Bangui, the CAR 
capital, most of whom were from Libya. Their mission was to 
protect then President Ange-Felix Patasse, whom Bozize ousted 
ina coup on March 15, 2003. 


in November 2001, when Bozize first rebelled, and in October 
2002, when he invaded Bangui’s northern suburbs, Libyan troops 
and warplanes contributed to the removal of Bozize’s rebels out 
of the city. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


MALI 


a. Alpha Oumar Konare elected new chairper- 
son of AU Commission: Alpha Oumar Konare, 
57, the former President of Mali, has been elected 
the new chairperson of the African Union Commis- 
sion, it was reported, July 11. > 


Konare was elected with 35 of the 45 votes cast. Six AU 
member countries voted against him, four abstained. He shouid 
begin a four-year term as the head of the AU secretariat from 
September, when he takes over from the outgoing interim 
chairperson, former Ivorian foreign minister, Amara Essy. 


The withdrawal of Essy’s candidacy by the government of 
Ivory Coast on the eve of the summit, opened the way for Konare 
to be appointed without any political tussle. The. two were the 
only applicants for the job of Africa's top diplomat. Konare 
governed Mali as a democratically elected head of state for two 
terms, from 1992 to 2002. Before becoming President, Konare 
was a university professor of history and archaeology. 


Konare’s supporters praise him for being a dedicated 
pan-Africanist. He is also credited with finding a negotiated 
settlement to the Tuareg rebellion in the north. 
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But his detractors accuse Konare of being an idealist who 
dreamed about worthy but unattainable projects and goals for 
Mali, one of the poorest countries in Africa. 


influential African member states, including South Africa and 
Nigeria, are said to have favoured a former head of state as AU 
chief, to enhance the status of the new continental body, which 
replaced the Organisation of African Unity at its launch in South 
Africa in 2002. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


MAURITANIA 


a. New Prime Minister named: Mauritanian 
President Maaouya Ould Sid Ahmed Taya, July 5, 
named his justice minister, Sghaier Ould Mbarek, 
as the new Prime Minister replacing Cheikh El Avia 
Ould Mohamed Khouna, the latest in a string of 
changes within the ruling establishment. 


Mbarek, a 56-year old lawyer who served before as health 
and social affairs minister, education minister, rural development 
and environment minister, was named in a decree signed by 
Taya in the capital, Nouakchott. No official reason was given for 
the changes. He replaced Khouma, who served as Prime 
Minister in 1995-97 and again from 1998 till July 6. But analysts 
described the appointment as "political", saying Mbarek appoint- 
ment resulted from two major political considerations. 


First was the issue of Mauritania’s legacy of slavery which 
was abolished in the Islamic West African state in 1980, ending 
the use of members of the Harratin community or "black" Moors 
as slaves and servants. 


Mbarek is the first “Harratin" to occupy such a high post. His 
nomination, the analysts said, represented the government's 
latest attempt to promote human rights and equality among the 
nation’s 2.5 million inhabitants who comprise Harratins, "white" 
Moors and Black Africans. 


Th. second consideration was an attempt by Taya, who has 
been in power since 1984, to win over voters from Mbarek’'s 
home region of Hodh Ech Chargu. The eastern Mauritanian 
region comprises a large population who are among the poorest 
in the country. They often complain of being marginalized. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


MOROCCO 


a. Polisario accepts peace plan: In a surprise 
move, the Polisario Front rebel movement has 
dropped its opposition to a peace plan for the 
disputed Western Sahara, but Morocco remains 
opposed, the United Nations Security Council 
president said, July 11. 


Spain's UN ambassador, Inocencio Arias, council's presi- 
dent, disclosed the Polisario's acceptance after a Council 
meeting where the United States asked members to endorse 
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the plan drafted by the former US Secretary of State, James a 
Baker lli, and call on Morocco and the Polisario to implement it. 


Morocco has supported autonomy, but the Polisario Front 
and Algeria refused to consider it and demanded a referendum. 


b. Death sentence for 10 Islamic rebels: Death 
sentences were handed down to 10 members of a 
radical Islamic group, which is suspected of having 
been involved in the May 16 suicide attacks in 
Casablanca that killed 14 people. 


The 31 alleged members of Salafia Jihadia on trial had been 
arrested ahead of the attacks on various charges including 
murder. 


The Casablanca appeals court, meeting as the court of first 
instance, July 11, also sentenced eight to life in prison. Seven 
were sentenced to 20 years in jail, five received 10-year terms, 
and one person received a one-year team. 


Their suspected leader Yussef Fikri, who admitted in court 
of having “killed enemies of God" and has been dubbed the 
"Emir of Blood" by media, was among those sentenced to death. 


Also given the death penalty was Mohamed Damier, 
considered to have been Fikri’s second in. command. 


After announcement of the death sentences, shouts of 
"Allahu Akbar" (God is great) by the defendants nearly drowned 
out the reading of the rest of the verdicts. 


The death sentences account for nearly all of those accused 
of murder or attempted murders. Eleven of those on trial were 
accused of committing murders in the past two years, including 
of a Casablanca policemen and notary. Defence lawyers had 
complained during the trial of procedural irregularities, imprecise 
information in police files, and lack of irrefutable proof. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras) 
[Background Info. Morocco, page 104%:a] 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Chissano closes AU summit: Mozambican 
President Joaquim Chissano, July 12, described the 
New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD) 
as "the motive and guiding force for the develop- 
ment of Africa". 


Addressing the closing session of the African Union summit, 
he said that NEPAD started from the assumption “that it is we 
Africans who have the task of leading this process. So a 
challenge is posed at every step in the implementation of NEPAD 
- the need to design and adopt more effective and efficient 
strategies". 

(See Regional, page 1103) 


Chissano stressed the importance of the NEPAD voluntary 
Peer Review Mechanism, and urged all AU member states to 
sign up for it. The Peer Review Mechanism is supposed to be 
a means of checking progress in democracy and good govern- 
ance. Chissano described it as "seeking to establish a platform 
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of consultation and mutual support so that we may all advance 
safely together in this battle for the development of the continent". 


He said that the summit had approved the structure of the 
AU Commission, which "meets our aspirations for an African 
Union resting on a modern, operational and sustainable 
structure, endowed with highly qualified human resources". 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


NIGERIA 


a. Strikers shot dead in Lagos fuel riot: 
Several people were killed in Nigeria’s commercial 
capital, Lagos, July 7, when a general strike erupted 
in violence. 


Rioting blocked several main roads as strikers clashed with 
police armed with shotguns and machetes. A leading union 
Official said that at least 10 protesters had been shot dead, a 
claim the police denied. Armed thugs mingled with strikers, 
attacking vehicles carrying would-be strike breakers in a series 
of battles in the Mile 2 area of the city. ~.. 


There were unconfirmed reports that a notorious ethnic 
Yoruba group Known as OPC, which was blamed for ethnic 
fighting that left hundreds of people dead in Lagos three years 
ago, was supporting the strikers. Unrest spread to the provinces. 
Disturbances were reported in the south-eastern city of Uyo, 
where homes and businesses were attacked. 


With the US President, George W Bush, due to finish his 
four-day African tour in oil-rich Nigeria, Julyi1, President 
Olusegun Obasanjo’s government was under growing pressure 
to solve the dispute over a proposed rise in the price of petrol. 


The strike began eight days ago. It was called by the Nigeria 
labour Congress and the Trades Union Congress after the 
government announced a 50 per cent rise in the fuel price. 


Although Nigeria is one of Africa’s largest oil producers, 
corruption and mismanagement mean that domestic petrol 
Supplies are intermittent and expensive. The government of 
Obasanjo offered at the weekend to reduce the rise to 35 per 
cent. That was enough to persuade the largely white-collar TUC 
to tell its members to go back to work, but the blue-collar Labour 
Congress called for street protests. 


(SOURCE: Telegraph, London and Hindu, Madras) 


RWANDA 


a. New permanent judge appointed to UN 
War Crimes Tribunal: Secretary-General Kofi An- 
nan, July 14, appointed a prominent Pakistani jurist 
and civil litigator to the United Nations International 
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR). ' 


In a letter to the Security Council, the Secretary General. 
announced the appointment of Judge Khalida Rashid Khan to 
the ICTR. 
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Judge Rashid Khan replaces Judge Mansoor Ahmed, also 
of Pakistan, who resigned from the court on May 22 for personal 


reasons. Judge Rashid Khan's appointment is effective from - 


July 7 and willend on May 24, 2007. 


Judge Rashid Khan, 53, started her career as a civil judge 
in. Peshawar, Pakistan, in 1974. In 1978, she was promoted as 
senior civil judge in Peshawar. From 1981 to 1982 she worked 
as special judge in the anti-corruption in Peshawar and Hazara 
Division. In 1994, she was promoted as Judge at the High Court 
of Peshawar, becoming the first Pakistani woman ever appointed 
to that position. She was also the first woman in Pakistan to be 
appointed as District and Sessions Judge. 


b. Nsengiyumua supervised attacks on 
Church, witness testifies: A prosecution witness 
in the ongoing trial known as "Military I", July 9, told 
the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 
(ICTR), that one of the accused, Lieut Col Anatole 
Nsengiyumva, oversaw killings of Tutsis at a church 
in Gisenyi (north-west): prefecture. 


A protected. witness going under the pseudonym of "XBG" 
to keep his identity secret told Trial Chamber One that 53 year-old 
Nsengiyumva, former military commander of Gisenyi region, had 
led about "one thousand" armed militia on Busasamana parish 
in Rwerere commune during the 1994 genocide in Rwanda. 
Hundreds of Tutsis had taken refuge there. 


XBG, a former member of the extremist CDR party and militia - 


leader in Rwerere, was recently. released from prison in Rwanda 
under a presidential amnesty that covered different categories 
of prisoners, among them those who confessed their crimes. He 
acknowledged that he had been one of the attackers. 


“Nsengiyumva, accompanied by Hassan Ngeze, arrived at 
the parish with busloads of Interahamwe", declared the witness. 
Ngeze is a former editor and owner of Kangura newspaper who 
is also on trial at the ICTR in the "media trial". 


The witness said that .before they attackéd the church, 
Nsengiyumva addressed thém, telling them to be careful not to 
destroy the church as it was “a holy place”. He said that on that 
day, 180 people were killed in a chapel behind the priests’ 
quarters. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background info. Rwanda, page 1089:a] 


SENEGAL 


a. Bush condemns slavery: US President 
‘George W Bush, July 8, called slavery "one of the 
greatest crimes of history". 


Bush gave a wide-ranging speech on slavery and race in a 
visit to an Atlantic seaport where slaves were once packed into 
. ships and sent to America. It was his first day of a five-nation 
trip to Africa—the first to the continent as President—that 
included stops in South Africa, Botswana, Uganda and Nigeria. 
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Meeting with other West African leaders, Bush discussed 
whether to commit US troops to a peacekeeping ree in Liberia, 
founded by freed American slaves in 1822. 


"We're now in the process of determining the extent of our 
participation”, Bush said. He said he had yet to make up his 
mind. Aides said Bush's comments signalled there would be 
some involvement of US forces, although the size and role of 
such a contingent remained an open question. On Goree Island, 
Bush toured a centuries-old house that was used as a processing 
centre for countless thousands of Africans who were herded 
aboard ships that took them into slavery in America. 


"Human beings were delivered, sorted, weighted, branded 
with marks of commercial enterprises and loaded as cargo on 
a voyage without return”; Bush said. "One of the largest 
migrations in history was also one of the greatest crimes of 
history". 


Bush did not apologise for slavery but noted Americans 
throughout history “clearly saw this sin and called it by name”. 


"The spirit of.Africans in America did not break," Bush said. 
"Yet, the spirit of their captors was corrupted". 


Despite painful shared history, Bush said the US and African 
nations must work together to eradicate disease and war, and 


to encourage greater business ties. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras) 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Security Council backs new plan for UN 
troop presence: The members of the Security 
Council, July 14, agreed to "respond quickly" to 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s recent proposal for 
a modified, four-stage reduction in the military 
strength of the United Nations mission in Sierra 
Leone, the president of the 15-nation body said. 


Speaking to the press on a number of issues following the 
Council's closed-door consultations, July 14, the current Presi- 
dent, Ambassador Inocencio F. Arias of Spain, said the members 
had agreed they should respond quickly to the Secretary-Gen- 
eral’s recommendation to modify the current pace of the military 
drawdown - taking into account the evolving security situation 
and efforts to strengthen the capacity of the country’s security 
sector - with a view to completing withdrawal of the UN Mission 
in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) by December 2004. 


He said the Council had recalled the three options Annan 
had proposed in his most recent report on UNAMSIL - an 
“accelerated withdrawal” which would see all troops leaving the 
country by June 2004; a “delayed withdrawal" a sector-by-sector, 
four-stage drawdown that would be completed by June 2005, 
and the "modified status quo" option the 15-nation body decided, 
July 14, as the best way forward. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Sierra Leone, page 1089:a} 
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SOMALIA 


a. Kenya lifts flight ban: The Kenyan govern- 
ment, July 8, lifted the ban on flights to Somalia in 
the wake of improved security measures. 


"The government has reassessed the situation and is 
satisfied that enough security measures have been put in place," 
Kenya’s internal security minister, Chris Murungaru, said in a 
statement. 


Since the ban was imposed, the Kenyan government had 
put in place “appropriate security measures to ensure the safety 
of both passengers and cargo”, he said. 


A spokesman in the office of the President, Kaunda Douglas, 
said that new surveillance equipment had been purchased and 
that inspections of all cargo and passengers had been signifi- 
cantly increased. 


"If there were any oversights befcre, there is a much deeper 
scrutiny of what is going out and coming in," he said. He added 
that the civil aviation authority had installed better surveillance 
to prevent any aircraft from landing illegally on airstrips outside 
of the country’s legitimate airports. 


The Kenyan government suspended all flights to and from 
Somalia on June 19 after the US warned of a possible imminent 
attack on its embassy in Nairobi. US ambassador Johnnie 
Carson said Kenya had not done enough to track down terrorist 
Suspects. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Mbeki presses Bush for troops for Libe- 
ria: US President George W Bush pledged, July 
9, that he will not overextend US armed forces 
even if he sends troops to join a peacekeeping 
force in Liberia. 


Bush renewed his pledge to "be involved" in Liberia, where 
civil war has dragged on for years and conditions in Monrovia 
have become desperate amid a political stalemate involving the 
President, Charies Taylor. 


The South African President, Thabo Mbeki, pressed Bush 
on whether the US planned to play a role in the crisis. "I said, 
‘Yes, we'll be involved, and we're new discussing the extent of 
our involvement,” Bush told reporters during a joint news 
conference with Mbeki. 


The US already has tens of thousands of soldiers in 
Afghanistan, Iraq and Kosovo. Bush said that whatever he 
decides to do about Liberia, "we won't overextend our troops". 


Mbeki said the military burden in Liberian peacekeeping 
"really ought to principally fall on us as Africans". 


. The US has trained battalions of African troops, Bush said, 
and “helping people help themselves” was one method of 
ensuring the US military would not become stretched too thin 
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there. “It's in our interest-that we continue that strategy so that 
we don't get overextended," he said. 


Bush did not say whether he will deploy troops to Liberia. 
He promised that "we will work closely with the United Nations 
and the Economic Community of West African States to enforce 
the ceasefire, to see to it that Taylor leaves office so there can 
be a peaceful transition in Liberia". 


Bush defended his use of pre-war intelligence on Iraq, saying 
he is "absolutely confident” in his actions despite the discovery 
that one claim he made about Saddam Hussein's weapons. - 
pursuits was based on faise information. Democrats in US have 
argued that the White House’s acknowledgement that Bush 
misspoke earlier when he said Hussein tried to buy uranium in 
Africa justifies a broad review of how the administration used 
pre-war intelligence on Iraq. 


Bush, at a news conference in Pretoria with Thabo Mbeki 
during a five-nation African tour, took on his critics. 


"“There’s rio: ‘doubt in my mind that’ when it's all said and 
done, the facts will show thè. world'the truth," he said. "There’s 
going to be, you know, a lot of attempts to try to rewrite history, 
and | can understand that. But I’m absolutely confident-in the 
decision | made". 


Bush did not directly address the misstatement itself, made 
during his State of the Union Address in January. Instead, he 
defended his decision to go to war based on a larger. body of 
information. 


"There is no doubt in my mind that Saddam Hussein was a 
threat to the world peace," Bush said. "And there's no doubt in 
my mind that the United States....did the right thing in removing 
Him from power”. 


Bush cautions Mbeki on Zimbabwe: Bush urged Thabo 
Mbeki, July 9, to step up pressure on Zimbabwe, saying it was 
time for a "return to democracy" amid a mounting crisis under 
President Robert Mugabe. ; 


Bush said he discussed the "very sad situation" in Zimbabwe 
with the South African President, during more than an hour of 
talks also touching on trade, HIV/AIDS and Liberia’s crisis. 


"In Zimbabwe I’ve encouraged President Mbeki and his 
government to continue to work for the return of democracy in 
the country", Bush told a joint news conference in Pretoria, on 
the second leg of his five-nation African tour. 


But Bush denied there was tension between him and Mbeki 
over South Africa's northern neighbour. He said he would not 
second-guess the South African leader, who has advocated a 
policy of “quiet diplomacy” toward Mugabe to resolve the 
country's ills. 


Mbeki said he and Bush were "absolutely of one mind" about 
how to deal with Zimbabwe, where the opposition accuses 
Mugabe of political repression and disastrous economic misman- 
agement. 
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"We are absolutely of one mind about the urgent need to 
address the political and economic challenge of Zimbabwe. It is 
necessary to resolve these matters as quickly as possible," Mbeki 
said. "The principal responsibility for the resolution of this 
problem rests with the people of Zimbabwe",.he added, echoing 
earlier statements which indicated Pretoria was unwilling to take 
an aggressive public stance on Mugabe's 28 year rule. 


Zimbabwean opposition leader Morgan Tsvangirai has 
praised Bush’s tougher approach and accused African leaders 
like Mbeki of displaying “solidarity with dictatorship". Bush arrived 
in South Africa, July 8, from Senegal, where he told West African 
leaders he would help to end Liberia's civil war but that he had 
not yet decided on sending peacekeeping troops. 

(See also Zimbabwe 1102, page Uganda, page 1101) 

In South Africa, Bush accompanied by US Secretary of State 

Colin Powell and National Security Advisor Condoleezza Rice, 


discussed a range of issues with Mbeki and his aides, including 
economic ties and Washington’s war on terror. 
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suffered few passenger-plane accidents in recent years, but 
several crashes of military aircraft amid a 20-year-old civil war. 
Two years ago, a military-pane crash in the war-torn south killed 
the country's deputy defence minister and 13 other high-ranking 
officers. 


In 1996, a Sudanese passenger jet crashed during a 
sandstorm while trying to make an emergency landing outside 
Khartoum, killing 50 people. 

A decade before that, the rebel Sudan People’s Liberation 
army shot down a Sudan Airways aircraft shortly after it look off, 
killing all 70 people on board. 

The rebels have been fighting for greater autonomy for the 
mainly Christian and animist south from Sudan's Islamic 
government. 


(SOURCE: Asian Age, New Delhi) 


TUNISIA 
_a, Ties with Pakistan-reviewed: Cooperation 


Bush and Mbeki said relations were warm between the United— “between Tunisia-and d Pakistan and means to boost 


States and South Africa—which had disagreed sharply over 
Washington's war on Iraq. South African opposition to the war 
has been expressed most bluntly by former President Nelson 
Mandela, Nobel Peace Prize winner who said Bush was wrong 
to go to war without UN approval. 


u e: (SOURCE: Hindu,-New Delhi and Deccan Herald, Bangalore) 


SUDAN 


a. Two-year-old lone survivor of air crash: A 
Sudanese airliner crashed shortly after takeoff from 
an airport on the north-eastern Red Sea coast, July 
8, killing 116 passengers and crew, official said. 


Only a 2-yer-old boy survived. Three Indians were among 
the people killed in the airline crash, a senior airline official said. 


The Boeing 737 had just left for a pre-dawn flight to the 
capital, Khartoum, when its captain reported technical problems 
and tried to turn back, Sudan Airways director Ismail Zumrawy 
told the official Sudan news agency. 


The crash occurred in an uninhabited area at a bout 4 am. 


The child was rushed to hospital in good condition, a 
spokesman for the Red Sea provincial government, Salah Alj 
Ahmed, said on national television. 


He said the crash occurred about six kilometres from Sudan 
airport. 


Sudan Airways officials said the dead were 11 crew members 
and 105 passengers—55 Sudanese men, 27 women and 16 
children as well as seven foreigners, including Malaysians and 
French. 


Sudanese state minister for civil aviation Mohammed Hassan 
Elbahi said a team of experts would be sent. to the scene to 
investigate the cause, the news agency reported. Sudan has 


and “diversify it were the focus of the talks the 
minister of development and international coopera- 
tion Mohamed Nouri Jouini had, July 15, with 
Pakistan’s minister of state, chairman of the Paki- 
stani exports promotion office Tarek Ikram. 


The Tunisian minister said it is now necessary to develop 
bilaterai relations in the fields of trade and economy through 
increased partnership between businessmen and through ex- 
change of visits by Tunisian and Pakistani experts to take 
advantage of all the opportunities provided. 


He also stressed the need to update the agreements signed 
by the two countries, and briefed his guest about the charac- 
teristics of Tunisia’s development model based on complemen- 
tarity between the economic and social fields and solidarity 
between all the social classes. 


The Pakistani minister expressed his country’s wish to boost 
bilateral cooperation, as well as admiration for Tunisia’s 
achievements in matters of upgrading economy, developing 
exports and mobilizing foreign investment. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


UGANDA 


a. Bush praises Uganda as role model: US 
President George W Bush, July 11, praised . 
Uganda’s aggressive prevention and treatment 
programmes to combat HIV. 


"Tve met generals in the worldwide army of compassion,” 
Bush said in a speech after visiting the clinic. 

Earlier, Bush met the Ugandan President, Yoweri Museveni, 
and heaped praise on him at a picture-taking session. 


"You have shown the world what is possible in terms of 
reducing infection rates," he said. — 


ee 
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Uganda, an Oregon-sized nation in east-central Africa, is a 
model for stemming its once-spiralling rate of HIV infection. It 
stands in sharp contrast to Botswana—another stop on Bush's 
African journey—which is struggling with the world’s highest HIV 
infection rate. 


Bush’s own five-year, $15 billion AIDS plan is modelled after 
a programme in Uganda, which stresses abstinence, monogamy 
and condom use. 


Bush also praised Museveni as “a strong advocate of free 
trade" and a force for peace in Central Africa. 


CIA vetted my speech, says Bush: George W Bush, July 
11, said intelligence services cleared his States of the Union 
speech, which included a now-discredited allegation that iraq 
was seeking to buy nuclear material from Africa. 


The issue arose a day after senior US officials said that 
before and after Bush’s Jan 28 speech, American intelligence 
officials expressed doubts about a British intelligence report that 
the President cited to back up his allegations. 


Bush takes ‘war on terror’ message to East Africa: US 

_ President Bush took his “war on terror" message to Uganda, 
July 11, aiming to boost security in an unstable region 
Washington fears could become a home to groups like Osama 
Bin Laden’s Al-Qaeda. 


‘Bush also hoped to polish his anti-AIDS credenials in 
Uganda, which has been hailed as an African pioneer in fighting 
the killer disease. 


The country borders war-torn Sudan and Kenya, scene of 
two Al-Qaeda attacks in the past five years. 


Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni is hoping the visit will 
restore some of the lustre he has lost on the international stage, 
due partly to flawed elections in 2001 and his ccuntry’s 
involvement in conflicts in the neighbouring Democratic Republic 
of Congo. 


Ugandan activists said they wanted signs from Bush that he 
meant business with his plan to use up to-$15 billion to fight 
AIDS in Africa and the Caribbean. 


"People are dying in thousands,” and Rosette Mutambi, 
coordinator of the Uganda Access Coalition, campaigning for 
cheaper drugs for an estimated 1.5 million Ugandans wiih HIV. 


"| wouldn’t want to think that he can go against what he has 
committed himself to do," she said. 


In keeping with the fast pace of his five-nation African trip, 
Bush strayed barely a few miles from the airport at Entebbe, on 
the shores of Lake Victoria, when he visited Uganda for just over 
four hours. 


in contrast to Botswana, which has the highest rate of HIV 
infection in the world, Uganda has reduced infection rates from 
about 30 per cent in 1992 to six per cent in 2000, according to 
government figures. 
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Uganda’s apparent ‘success in fighting AIDS questioned by 
some health experts, has helped legitimize Museveni, who shot 
his way to power in 1986 but has since twice won re-election. 


Bush has praised the leadership of the former guerilla in 
fighting the epidemic, though many Ugandans share suspicions 
about US motives with some other African countries on Bush's 
itinerary. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras and Deccan Herald, Bangalore) 


ZAMBIA 


a. C J urges judiciary workers to end strike: 
Chief Justice Enerst Sakala, July 9, appealed to the 
striking judiciary workers to call off their work 
stoppage. 


In an interview Justice Sakala said there was no need for 
workers to go on strike over housing allowances because their 
demands had already been agreed upon. 


He said the continued strike by the workers did not only 
affect court cases but inconvenienced a lot.of people in the 
process. T 


"| don’t encourage the workers to go on strike, everything 
they are asking for has been agreed,” Justice Sakala said. "What 
they should be asking is why there is a delay in paying the 
allowances.” 


He wondered why the workers had elected to go on strike 
before finding out what was delaying payment of their allow- 
ances. He said strikes should not be encouraged because they 
had negative effects on society. 


About 100 judiciary workers who gathered in front of the 
Supreme Court building, July 9, went on strike demanding 
payment of their housing allowances. Some of the placards 
displayed by workers read: "No housing allowance, no work, no 
more sacrifice. We refuse to perpetual tightening of our belts, 
we are too thin. Reduce fue! allowances and give us our housing 
allowances". 


The judiciary support staff gave management up to July 9 
to address their plight. The workers resolved to go on strike after 
attempts by the Chief Administrator Dennis Lubasi to convince 
them resume work proved futile. 


(SOURCE: Times of Zambia, Lusaka) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Mugabe scoffs at Bush visit: Zimbabwean 
President Robert Mugabe, July 4, scoffed at US 
President George W Bush's Africa trip and urged 
his ruling party not to be intimidated, the Herald 
newspaper reported. 


US cficials have been increasingly critical of Mugabe’s 
authoritarian rule and have urged him to work with the opposition 
to pull Zimbabwe out of its economic and political crisis. 
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"When Bush visits here, it should not send tremors to your 
nerves...he would not dare to try what he did to Iraq. He knows 
the situation is different. After all, we do too have oil here,” 
Mugabe told the ruling Zanu-PF party's 125-membr central 
committee, according to the newspaper. 


Mugabe said the United States and Zimbabwe's former 
colonial ruler, Britain, opposed his government and backed his 
opponents. 


Mbeki misleading Bush, says Tsvangirai: The Zimbab- 
wean opposition leader, Morgan Tsvangirai, July 9, accused the 
South African President, Thabo Mbeki of making “false and 
mischievous” statements on political talks in Zimbabwe. 


Tsvangirai said that no talks were taking place and that 
Mbeki's statement to US President George W Bush that a 
dialogue had begun was "without foundation whatsoever". 


Mbeki, repeating remarks he made in a television interview 
in South Africa, said he informed Bush that Zimbabwe's ruling 
party and the opposition Mawement for Demooratio Change have 
begun talks omr their nation’s deepening political and e Snomic 
crisis. 


"We have urged the government and the opposition to get 
together...they are indeed discussing all issues. That process is 
going on," said Mbeki in Pretoria. 


Tsvangirai called Mbeki’s statement "manifestly partisan”. 
"Statements claiming that there is dialogue going on are patently 
false and mischievous,” said Tsvangarai, who has been charged 
with treason. 


He said claims on talks between Robert Mugabe’s ZANU- 
PF party and the opposition were aimed at “buying time” for 
Mugabe and at delaying efforts by "potential genuine brokers", 
such as the United States, to help end the political and 
economic crisis. 


Earlier talks between the two sides broke down because of 
the dispute over Mugabe's narrow and tainted re-election victory 
in 2002 and demands that the opposition drop a court challenge 
of the election. 


b. Economic cooperation agreement signed 
with China: Zimbabwe and China, July 14, signed 
an economic and technological cooperation agree- 
ment worth US$4.5 million. 


The agreement will result in China offering the money fo 
help Zimbabwe in development programmes in the economic 
and technical areas. 


Visiting Chinese assistant foreign affairs minister Lu Guoz- 
eng signed the agreement with the minister of foreign affairs, 
Stan Mudenge, soon after he met President Mugabe. Lu said 
after signing the agreement that it would enhance cooperation 
between the two countries. 
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"The technical personnel from both countries will maintain 
discussions and through their discussions specific areas of 
support will emerge," he said. 


Lu earlier called on President Mugabe at Zimbabwe House. 
He told journalists that China would always pay attention to the 
developmental needs of Zimbabwe. 


He said Chinese President Hu Jianto was ready to continue 


strengthening the traditional friendship between the two coun- 
tries. 


"Our friendship is based on mutual trust and cooperation," 
Lu said. “It is a model for South-South cooperation. 


"The international situation is undergoing changes so we 
should further strengthen our political and economic coopera- 
tion", he said. 


c. Daily News editor charged under Public 
Order and Security Act: Daily News editor Nqobil 
Nyathi was charged, June 26, und 
Order and Security Ac erts run by 

1e paper j 

Nyathi confirmed to the /ndependent that she had been 
summoned to Harare Central Police station, "I was summoned 
to the Law and Order Section at the Central police station," said 
Nyathi. 


The adverts, placed by the opposition MDC, depicted a 
person resembling President Mugabe being chased by a crowd. 
"Do you recognise him? Thief! Thief! Thief!” the advert read. 

(SOURCE: Indian Express, New Delhi, Hindu, Madras and 
independent, Harare) 


Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 1080:b] 
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a. Africa summit debates wars: African leaders 
met, July 11, to examine some of the continent's 
chronic conflicts, but the absence of some of the 
key Presidents cast a shadow over their efforts. 


Civil wars in Liberia, Burundi, the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC), Sudan and Somalia were all on the agenda of 
the second day of the 53-member African Union summit in 
Mozambique. But the Presidents of Liberia, Burundi, DRC and 
Somalia were notably absent from the closed session, having 
stayed away from the three-day meeting in the capital Maputo. 


An African tour by US President Bush also robbed the summit 
of two influential leaders. 


Nigeria's Olusegun Obasanjo and Uganda’s Yoweri 
Museveni left Mozambique early to host Bush, who is winding 
up his first African tour by visiting their countries. 


The African Union’s new chairman Mozambican President 
Joaquim Chissano said, July 10, African countries must do more 
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to achieve peace on the continent. "Our people need peace and 
development, not war and poverty,” he said. 


The mounting chaos in Liberia, wrecked by an on-off civil 
war since 1989, could soon be eased by deployment of a West 
African force with possible US military support, Obasanjo told a 
news conference, July 10, before returning home. 


The Nigerian leader said the Economic Commission for West 
African States (Ecowas) could sent 1,000-1,500 men to stabilize 
Liberia within two weeks. 


AU officials said African leaders would discuss what needed 
to be done to calm Burundi, where rebels shelled suburbs from 
the outskirts of the capital Bujumbura, July 10. 


AIDS sent by God to curb the West, says Gaddafi: Libyan 
leader Gaddafi provoked uproar at the African Union summit, by 
daclaring met HiV-AIDS, malaria are emissaries of God sent to 
prēvem ~ mia man from recolonising Africa. 

Speaking at the end of the do-1ne. ne AU summitin Mapere, 
Col Gaddafi, who was invited to give a briet uivongy address, 
embarked on a 45-minute anti-Western rant in which he said 
that Africans had nothing to fear from the three killer diseases 
plaguing the impoverished continent. s 


“Don't worry about the tsetse fly ia the mosquito," he told 
baffted audience of 40 African heads of state. "They are God's 
armies which will protect us against colonialists. They are 
enemies of theirs. 


If they come here, they will get malaria and sleeping 
sickness". Africans need not fear HIV-AIDS because it is "a 
peaceful virus, not an aggressive virus," Col Gaddafi said. 
HIV-AIDS affected only homosexuals. 


"f you are straight, you have nothing to fear," he added to 
howls of laughter. The self-styled Brother Leader's outburst came 
in the wake of President Bush's five day African tour designed 
to highlight America's proposed $15 billion anti-AIDS programme 
to fight the disease which has so far claimed the livas of 15 
million Africans. 


More than five million Africans die each year from malaria, 
while tens of thousands more die from the sleeping sickness 
sickness carried by tsetse files. 


Col Gaddafi's comments provided a farcical climax to an 
otherwise business-like summit in which African leaders strug- 
gled to get to grips with daunting problems facing the continent 
which have kept it mired in conflict, poverty and corruption. 


Nigeria, Mali and Ghana announced plans to deploy up to 
1,500 troops within two weeks to help to bolster the fragile 
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ceasefire in war-torn Liberia where President Taylor, an indicd 
war criminal, has vowed to stay in power until an’ international- 
peacekeeping force arrives to help to prevent renewed fi ighitiñg, x 
between government and rebel forces. yas 


While the move has been hailed as an attempt by Africans 
to solve their own problems, little progress has been made on 
the creation of the much vaunted African Peace and Security 
Council (PSC), and its related African Standby Force, which 
are seen as vital in cece the armed conflicts raging across 
Africa. 


The PSC, which was proposed at the AU's founding 
conference in Durban in 2002 when it took over from the 
discredited Organization of African Unity, is modelled on the UN 
Security Council. It would be responsible for deploying a 
peacekeeping force when states become embroiled in gross 
human rights abuses, war crimes or genocide. 


insisting that peace must come before prosperity, President 
msaki of South Africa has been lobbying AU members to ratify 
the PSC’s founding protocol. Only 14 of the reqdired 27 AU 
members have so far done so. 


Many countries have been accused of dragging their heels 
over the creation of the new institutions for fear that they will 
limit their own national sovereignty. 


b. New light on Homo Sapiens: Scientists 
believe they have found our oldest immediate 
ancestors, a finding that sheds fresh light on Homo 
Sapiens’ rise out of Africa and his conquest of the 
globe, a report said, June 11. 


The skulls of two adults and a child, found in 1997 in the 
Middle Awash area of central Ethiopia, have been carbon-dated 
to between 154,000 and 160,000 years old, around 50,000 years 
earlier than the previous oldest finds of Homo Sapiens. 


That provides proof for the "Out of Africa” theory and confirms 
that the enigmatic hominids known as Neanderthals were not 
our distant parents, the authors say. 


The fossils provide crucial evidence on the location, timing 
and contextual circumstances of the emergence of Homo 
Sapiens, the report in Nature, the British science journal, said. 


"They represent the probably immediate ancestors of 
anatomically modern humans. Their anatomy and antiquity 
constitute strong evidence of. modern human emergence in 
Africa". 

(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg, Hindu, Madras and 
Times, London) 
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ANGOLA 


a. One more oil well discovered: The National 
Oil Company (Sonangol) and its British Petroleum 
(BP) associate, July 24, announced the discovery 
of a new oil well, named Saturno, located in the 
deep waters of “block 31" offshore Angola. 


According to the press note, the well has a daily capacity to 
produce 5,000 barrels of crude and is located northeast of Pluto 
oil well— the last discovery in 2002 in the same block. 


BP, which in its capacity as operarator, holds 26.67 per 
cent of shares, having as partners Esso Exploration (25%,) the 
Statoil Angola (10%), E.P. and Sonangol (20%) and EPA (5%). 


b. More than 800 refugees return from Zam- 
bia: More than 800 Angolan refugees began 
returning, July 24, to the country, from the Republic 
of Zambia, according to the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). 


- A note. said. that. the refugees. have crossed the Zambia/An- 
gola border bound for Cazombo village, eastern Moxico province. 


This is the first big movement of people since the start of 
the repatriation process of Angolan refugees on June 20, 2003. 


The returnees, some of them out of the country for more 
than 30 years, will stay their first days in the sheltering centre 
of Cazombo, where the UNHCR and the Angolan government 
operate, in partnership with various UN agencies and other 
non-governmental organisations. 


Four returning corridors are working now, namely from 
Meheba (Zambia) to Cazombo (Moxico), from Kimpese (DRC) 
to Mbanza Congo (Zaire), from Kisenge (DRC) to Lau (Moxico) 
and from Osire (Namibia) to Calundo (Kuando-Kubango). 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


BOTSWANA 


a. Pact with US on ICC justified: The Botswana 
government has signed an agreement that exempts 
US nationals from extradition to the International 
Criminal Court (ICC), because of the assistance it 
gets from the US. 


The country becomes the second in Africa to sign the 
contentious agreement, after the Gambia, which did so in 
. October 2002. Enerst Mpofu, the permanent secretary in the 
country’s ministry of foreign affairs and International co-opera- 
tion, said, July 18, that a number of issues, including the military 


wen s 


a “SaSsistance the country gets from the US, were considered before 


signing the agreement. The agreement was signed on June 30, 
a few days before US President's visit to the country. President 
George Bush visited Botswana on July 10 as part of his 
five-nation African tour. 


"The country’s interests dictated that Botswana should sign," 
said the foreign minister. 


Apart from the military assistance, US is currently funding 
an antiretroviral therapy programme in Botswana. It is also 
Botswana's number one trade partner, accounting for 70 per 
cent of the consumption of the country’s diamonds. However, 
Mpofu could not say if the programmes would have been 
suspended if the country had refused to sign the agreement. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Botswana, page 1093:a} 


BURUNDI 


a. Rebels release kidnapped MPs: Burundian 
rebels loyal to Pierre Nkurunziza released, July 26, 
three Members of Parliament of the Front pour la 
Demoratie au Burundi (FRODEBU), whom they had 
kidnapped on June 29, in the eastern province of 
Ruyigi. 

A sister of the Roman Catholic Episcopate in Ruyigi said 
that the MPs were released at 12:30 pm (10:30 GMT). "They 
were received by a delegate of the Apostolic Nuncio in Burundi, 
and immediately escorted by government soldiers to [the capial 
Bujumbura," she said. 


She added that acting on a request by the Conseil National 
pour la Defense de ila Democratie-Forces pour la Defense de la 
Democratie (CNDD-FDD) rebels, no government representative 
was at the site of the release. 


The Apostolic Nuncio had contacted the CNDD-FDD a few 
days after the abduction, following a request by family members 
of the kidnapped MPs, and the rebels had indicated that they 
did not want government presence during the release. 


The released MPs are Pierre Barusasiyeko, the vice 
secretary-general of the parliament, Leonidas Ntibayazi, the 
head of the human rights commission at the parliament; and 
Fabien Bankinyakamwe. 


8 killed as rebels defy truce: Burundian rebels killed eight 


people, July 22, in a road ambush and attacked an emergency 
shelter for civilians, a day after reaffirming their commitment to 


. ending the war, local officials said. 
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At a summit in Dar-es-Salaam, July 20, Burundi's main Hutu 
rebel group, the Forces for the Defence of Democracy (FDD), 
agreed with the government to stop fighting the Tutsi-led army 
and rein their rebel fighters back into cantons. 

But officials in the northern province of Kayanza said FDD 
rebels ambushed several vehicles, July 22. Tne FDD denied it. 


"FDD rebels attacked a lorry and three buses carrying 
passengers on Monday (July 21), killing eight people and 
injuring eight others," Kayanza’s governor Edouard Nkurunziza. 

"They also stole money and cellular phones." He said the 
same rebels had attacked a camp for civilians who fled their 
homes, July 22, injuring one person and stealing many cattle. 


FDD commander Manace Mbonimpa said his group was not 
to blame. He said smaller uncontrolled armed groups were 
responsible. 

"Weapons have spread through so much of the population, 
some people have formed armed groups and use guns to 
survive," he said by telephone from an undisclosed location in 
Kayanza. Hutu rebels have been fighting the Tutsi-led army since 
1993. The conflict has killed around 300,000 people. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background info. Burundi, page 1093:a] 


CAMEROON 


a. Ngaoundal electrified at last: After dec- 
ades of waiting the population of Ngaoundal was 
delighted to welcome its. first flow of electricity, 
July 24. 

A thermal plant was jointly commissioned by the minister of 
mines, water and power, Joseph Aoudou and the General 
Manager of AES-SONEL, Heleri Tarnoy, during a ceremony by 
the mayor of Ngaoundal, Mohemen Seni . 


"People cannot believe it is happening after all these years 
of waiting." Various dance groups were on hand to grace the 
occasion. Among the members of government present at the 
occasion were, the minister of livestock, fishery and animal 
husbandry, Hamadijoda Adjoudi and the minister in charge 
special duties at the presidency of the republic, Babba Moussa. 

The Ngaoundal thermal plant is one of the projects that 
AES-SONEL inherited from the former SONEL. Initiated in 1998, 
the project could not be completed before privatisation. Its final 
realisation is described by the general manager of AES-SONEL 
as the product of "commitment to fairness, equity and social 
responsibility”. 

(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Journalist released after 4 days of deten- 
tion: Reporters Sans Frontieres (RSF) has pro- 
tested the arrest of Ferdinand Samba, publication 
director of the independent daily Le Democrate, who 
was detained for four days, beyond the legal time 
limit for detentions in police custody. 
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The organisation expressed concern about the deteriorating 
‘press freedom situation in the Central African Republic (CAR). 


"This latest incarceration of a CAR journalist is all the more 
dismaying in that General FranXois Boziz's new regime had 
made specific commitments regarding media freedom”. RSF 
secretary-general Robert Minard said. "The new CAR authorities 
even contacted our organisation in order to assure us. of their 
goodwill. We can only deplore that their promises have not been 
respected,” he said. 


Samba was arrested on July 11, 2003 at the headquarters 
of the CAR Private and Independent Press Publishers’ Associa- 
tion. He was placed in detention and interrogated at the police 
station in Bangui’s port. The journalist was finally released on 
July 15, at 2:00 p.m. and was not charged with any offence. 


Samba had written an article, published on July 8, about 
the armed conflict in the country’s north. He was accused of 
causing panic among local citizens in the region by disseminating: 
“alarming and incorrect information". He had reported that 
supporters of former president Ange-Felix Patasse had launched 
an attack on the city of Kaga Bandoro and that 30 people. had 
died in the fighting. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


CHAD 


a. Country strikes first ever oil in the south: 
The Chad Republic has struck its first flow of oil 
from wells in the south of the country, joining the 
ranks of the world’s oil producers, July 14. - 


The $3.7 billion project is a year ahead of schedule, 
according to Esso Explorations and Production Chad, Inc., the 
consortium drilling for oil in the Doba basin. 


The first oil from the wells is expected to reach international 
markets via loading facilities off the coast of Cameroon around 
the end of 2003. 


The World Bank said the project could earn nearly $2 billion 
in revenues for Chad and $500 million for Cameroon over the 
25-year production period. "By 2004, the pipeline would increase 
government revenues by 45-50 per cent per year in Chad, where 
per capita income is $200 and illiteracy is over 50 per cent." 

The Bretton Woods institution said it has been involved in 
the project in a number of ways. For instance, the statement 
noted, “it has supported the development of a sound revenue 
management program, triggered the application of the Bank 
Group’s environmental and social policies, and ensured broad 
public consultations - in the two countries and around the world.” 


The project's private sponsors - led by ExxonMobil, the 
operator, Petronas, and Chevron - are financing about $3 billion, 
or 81 per cent of the total costs. The Bank is providing $92.9 . 
million in International Bank for Reconstruction and Development, 
(IBRD) loans ($39.5 million to Chad and $53.4 million to 
Cameroon, amounting to about 3 per cent of project costs) to 
finance the governments’ minority holdings in | the joint-venture 
pipeline companies. 
(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
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CONGO (DR) 


a. Rebel leaders sworn in Vice-Presidents: 
Congo's main rebel leaders were sworn in, July 17, 
as Vice-Presidents in a new power-sharing arrange- 
ment. 


At a ceremony attended by thousands in Congo's capital, 
Kinshasa, hopes were high that this would be a major step 
toward reunifying this vast Central African nation, at war since 
1998. 


The two rebel leaders—Jean-Pierre Bemba of the Uganda 
backed Congolese Liberation Movement and Azarias Ruberwa 
of the Rwanda-allied Congolese Rally for Democracy——were two 
of four new Vice-Presidents sworn in under the Congolese 
President Joseh Kabila. 


The other two were Abdoulaye Yerodia Nbombasi, allied to 
Kabila, and Arthur Z Ahidi Ngoma, a member of the country’s 
unarmed political opposition. ` 


Together, the four Vice-Presidents form a major part of the 
new power-sharing government, agreed to in December 2002, 
Headed by Kabila, the government meets for the first time, July 
19, and has until Aug 4 to draft a plan for leading the mineral-rich 
country to elections within a year. 


On July 16, the rebel leaders sounded optimistic about peace 
after meeting separately with Kabila. 


"There is no more doubt, it’s irreversible,” Ruberwa said. "We 
are here as partners and not as belligerents." Bemba echoed 
that sentiment. "We have turned the page from the war," Bemba 
said. "The five years we passed in the rebellion gave us...the 
pathways to get this country out of the crisis", 


But Congo still faces numerous hurdles as it tries to end 
years of strife. The Kinshasa based government is weak and 
incapable of establishing the rule of law across Congo, a country 
the size of western Europe. 


But in Africa’s third-iargest nation, people remain hopeful that 
the transition government will hold and mark a major step toward 
the end of the conflict. 


The conflict has claimed an estimated 3.3 million people. 


New government to make resolution on Ituri conflict a 
priority: During its first meeting, July 25, the newly-inaugurated 
ministers of the transitional government of the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC) resolved to make resolution of the 
conflict in Ituri district a major priority. 


"We decided to make a priority the issue of Ituri, where 
fighting continues despite the peace and unity that now exists 
in Kinshasa," Lands minister Venant Tshipaka, from the unarmed 
political opposition, said in the capital. 


"We plan to send as soon as possible a police force and 
even a combat force because we must put an end to the fighting, 
the rape, the robbery and other human rights violations that are 
being committed there." l 


The new government is also due tọ send a consultative 
committee to the area. 


African Chronicle 1107 


Economically-driven ethnic strife in natural resource-rich Ituri 
district between Hema and Lendu militias caused between 
200,000 and 350,000 people to flee when fighting worsened in 
May, humanitarian sources said. 


Due to prevailing insecurity, however, the UN Mission in the 
DRC, known as MONUC, has been unable to deploy military 
observers outside Bunia, while the EU-led peace enforcement 
mission sent to reinforce MONUC is not mandated to act outside 
of the town. 


22 civilians killed in Nizi: The mutilated bodies of 22 
civilians were discovered, July 21, in Nizi, a village 22 km north 
of Bunia, the principal town of the troubled Ituri district. 


The spokesman of the EU-led multinational peace enforce- 
ment mission deployed in Bunia, Col Gerard Dubois, said , July 
22, that the victims were "primarily women and children”. They 
were discovered by a patrol of the multinational forces. 


He said that a reconnaissance mission was sent by helicopter 
to Nizi after an unusually large number of people— between 
2,500 and 3,000—arrived in Bunia, July 20. 


The patrol found the town empty, except for several Lendu 
fighters who opened fire as they fled the village, after having 
pillaged it. The patrol returned fire, wounding a Lendu militant, 
Dubois said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi and Hindu, Madras) 
[Background Info. Condo (DR), page 1094:a] 


ETHIOPIA... 


a. Opposition concerned over new law: Op- 
position parties in Ethiopia have expressed concern 
over a new law allowing emergency intervention in 
regional affairs by the federal government. 


They say the law will place too much power in the hands 
of the ruling coalition government, the Ethiopian People’s 
Revolutionary Democratic Front (EPRDF), it was reported, 
July 23. 


Member of parliament Dr Beyene Petros, who heads the 
Council of Alternative Forces for Peace and Democracy 
(CAFPDE), argued it could mean the government dissolving 
regional authorities at will. 


"This is a roundabout way of breaking up the federal make-up 
of this country," he said. “We believe this is several steps 
backward and is centralising power. 


There is serious concern that this new law will allow the 
government to control and dominate the politics and resources 
of the country," he said. 

Hailu Araya, vice-president of the United Ethiopian 
Democratic Party (UEDP), said he was not opposed to 
emergency intervention powers but was concerned they 
might be abused. 

"This power could be used by the authorities to interfere 
in all kinds of areas they should not be involved in," he said. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 
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GABON 


a. President to rule for life: The government in 
Gabon has made changes in the constitution which 
would allow President Omar Bongo to run for office 
as many times as he wishes. 


The Gabonese leader has been in office for 36 years, making 
him Africa’s second-.longest serving leader after the President 
of Tago, General Gnassingbe Eyadema. His current seven-year 
term is due to end in 2005, after which the next presidential 
elections will be held. A senior opposition politician, Pierre 
Mamboundou, has criticised the amendments, saying that it had 
been made to ensure that President Bongo held on to power for 
life. 


Mamboundou has called for intervention, saying that the rest 
of the world should not remain indifferent to what is happening 
in Gabon. 


"The world has become a big village and the international 
community should not remain insensitive to what is happening 
in Gabon," Mamboundou told reporters in the capital, Libreville. 


Since President Bongo came to power, the country’s 
constitution has been amended 16 times. 


Mamboundou said the amendments were designed to ensure 
that President Bongo remained in power. The opposition leader 
told his supporters in Libreville that during the next presidential 
elections, the population will be mobilised ‘to protect the final 
outcome. He did not elaborate. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


IVORY COAST 


a. European Commission extends aid: The 
European Commission has allocated 30 million euros 
(US $33.6 million) for the Ivorian government's 
post-war efforts to return the country to peace and 
stability, the EU said in a statement, July 17. 


The President of the European Commission, Romano Prodi, 
who met Ivorian Prime Minister Seydou Diarra, July 17, said the 
funds were for a three-year post-crisis rehabilitation programme 
targeting health activities, socio-economic reintegration and 
recovery for a million displaced people and disarmament, 
demobilisation and reintegration of ex-combatants. 

Ivory Coast sunk into conflict in September 2002, when 
disgruntled soldiers attempted to stage a coup. They were driven 
out of Abidjan, but retained control of northern and western Ivory 
Coast until a peace agreement with the government in January 
brought the rebel leaders into government in a’ power sharing 
arrangement. 

- The war was called off in June. 


The Commission announced the aid ahead of a meeting in 
Paris of donor countries and Ivorian government officials. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
{Background Info. Ivory Coast, page 1072:a] 
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KENYA 


a. 14 die in plane crash: At least 14 people, 
including 12 US tourists, were killed when a light 
aircraft crashed into Africa’s second highest moun- 
ce the snow-capped Mount Kenya, officials said, 

uly 20. 


The plane was flying over the 17,000-foot mountain, 112 km 
north of the Kenyan capital Nairobi when it crashed into one of 
its peaks, July 19. "All people are dead. It's a real mess. The 
plane exploded and it is scattered allover the area," an official 
said. He said the South African registered aircraft had hit the 
mountain. An official said: "There were two South African pilots 
and 12 American passengers”. Police said efforts to retrieve the 
bodies were under way. 


b. Multi-million tea export deal signed with 
US firm: The Kenya Tea Packers Association 
(Ketepa), July 22, signed a multi-million agreement 
with an American company to market local tea in 
the lucrative US market. 


The project with an initial investment estimated at US$2:5 
million seeks to brand and package Kenyan tea into Tiabi Tea 
to be sold in the US. The architects of the project said the 
proceeds from the sale of Tiabi Tea will be ploughed back into 
the country to fight AIDS. 


Under the contract the American firm, Africa Unite Against 
AIDS Globally (AUAAG), will buy, brand and package Ketepa 
tea locally and then ship it to the US under duty free arrangement. 


At a press launch, July 22, Raul said the first consignment 
is expected in the US by September, 2003, and hopes that within 
a year, they will be able to secure some 10 per cent of the 
market. Kenya, currently is the third largest producer of tea, 
and accounts for over 18 per cent of the world’s exports. The 
US is one of the largest consumers of tea, although Kenyan 
exports to the market have been low. Tiabi Tea becomes the 
second Kenyan branded tea to be sold in the American meme 
after Lipton Tea. 


Raul said the launch of Tiabi Tea is aimed at increasing 
Kenya's tea exports to the US. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


LESOTHO 


a. Minister sues newspaper: The weekly 
tabloid Mohahlaula, published by Makaung Printers 
and Publishing in Lesotho, was served with a 
summons for civil defamation by the legal repre- 
sentatives of minister of trade and industry Mpho 
Malie, July 23. 


The summons demands that the newspaper, its editor Pofane 
Molungoa and the publishing company pay US$26,500 in 
damages and cover the cost of the lawsuit, as well as any 
alternative relief granted by the court, at an interest rate of 18.5% 
per annum. l 
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In its June 6 edition, Mohahlaula ran a front-page article 
entitled, "Malie tsoela! U mommeng", which roughly translates 
to "Malie, spit-out what is in your mouth". 


The article alleged that certain individuals had convinced 
minister Malie to allow them to bypass regulations so that they 
could build factories that do not meet operational standards. 


The article went on to suggest that there was a plot to 
undermine or topple Prime Minister Bethuel Mosisili. According 
to Molungoa, he has credible sources, who can be subpoenaed 
to testify and verify the information contained in the article. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


LIBERIA 


a. Taylor vows to fight on: Rebels pushed 
further, July 20, into Liberia's war ravaged capital 
after President Charles Taylor vowed to fight "to 
the last man." 


Government gunmen were deployed on rooftops downtown 
and around the bridges. The rebel assault—the third against 
Monrovia since June—shattered hopes that a speedy deploy- 
ment of international peacekeepers could avert fresh violence in 
a country where hundreds of thousands have died in two savage 
civil wars. Combatants traded machine-gun fire on the two 
bridges leading into downtown Monrovia. 


Taylor repeated his pledge, July 19, to step down but only 
after international peacekeepers arrive to prevent a chaotic 
fansion cues thy se ete. en Reman & Saeed 

US sends force to save mission: The US military sent 41 
Marines to reinforce security at the American embassy in 
Monrovia, frustrating Liberians who want US forces to play a 
broader role of enforcing peace. 


The contingent from the fleet of anti-terrorism security team, 
departed from Rota, Spain, Maj Bill Begelow, a spokesman at 
European command in Stuttgart, Germany, said, July 21. 


On July 21, mortars slammed into the neighbourhood around 
the US embassy compound. One mortar struck outside a nearby 
hotel where a young boy lay dead, face-down in the grass. 


Residents used a mat as a stretcher to carry a man bleeding 
from the leg to a clinic run by an group down the street. 


Ealier, residents emerged after another night hunkered down 
in basements and diplomatic compounds and listened on 
hand-held radios to news of the US Marines deployment. 


“The coming of additional American troops is important," 
Moses Smith said. "But what we need is not those just coming 
to mind American property, but those who will be deployed on 
the ground to give us the felling that peace is really coming.” 


Liberians are weary after 14 years of bloody turmoil. Many 
say they won't be satisfied that stability is possible until US 
peacekeepers land in the country, founded more than 150 years 
ago by freed American slaves. 

Bush orders naval force to sail off to Liberian coast: US 
President Bush gave orders, July 25, for a naval amphibious 
force that includes 2,300 Marines to sail from the Mediterranean 
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and nearby waters to a position off the coast of Liberia, but left 
vague what their specific mission would be. 


The timing of the announcement caught Pentagon officials 
off guard, and sent them scrambling to explain that three ships 
carrying the Marines could be off the Liberian coast within a 
week or so, in position to support 1,300 Nigerian peacekeepers 
that are committed to enforcing a ceasefire and delivering aid 
to victims of the civil war. 


Bush, speaking to reporters at the White House, said he 
ordered US forces a step closer towards intervening in the 
three-year war that has left thousands dead because conditions 
in Liberia were deteriorating rapidly. 


"We re deeply concerned that the condition of the Liberian 
people is getting worse and worse and worse," Bush said. 


600 killed in Monrovia violence : More than 600 civilians 
had been killed in a rebel onslaught as fighting raged for a fifth 
day, July 22, on the outskirts of the capital. 


The blast of mortar bombs rang out across Monrovia, where 
the UN refugee agency described the situation as “horrific' and 


aid workers appealed for foreign troops to end the violence. 


West African ministers and security officials met in Senegal 
to discuss sending peacekeepers to the battered country and 
pressure mounted on the United States to intervene. 


Liberian defence minister Daniel Chea said the soaring 
death toll in Monrovia had thrown into doubt pledges by President 
Charles Taylor to quit once peacekeeping troops arrived. 


Aid workers calculated about 100 civilians had been killed 
by mortar bombs over the past few days, but Chea put overall 
civilian casualties at six times that figure. Angry Monrovians have 
cursed the United States for failing to send soldiers to help end 
the bloodshed in the country. 


The US administration has put the main burden on the 
Economic Community of West African States to lead any mission 
to end 14 years of almost non-stop war. 


But there has been little indication that the regional bloc will 
deploy any time soon a promised 1,500 troops, meant as the 
vanguard of a larger force. 


"We hear that ECOWAS are talking about dollars and cents, 
how much each soldier is going to get paid before they come 
here. In the midst all this bickering and discussions, people are 
dying," Chea said. 


Fighting in the city resumed, July 22, after a quiet night. The 
heaviest gunfire rang out from areas near bridges that lead to 
the centre—where the battle has see-sawed since July18—and 
on a road encircling the coastal city, which is built on a chain o 
islands. i 


Drenching rain amplified the misery for tens of thousands of 
Monrovians packed into the diplomatic quarter, without shelter. 


Safe passage for Taylor: US presidential hopeful Reverend 
Al Sharpton is working for safe passage for Liberia's embattled 
President Charles Taylor as multiparty talks trying to reach 
agreement on an accord stalled. 
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- Sharpton, who is pursuing the Democratic nomination .for 
president, has met the various factions attending peace talks in 
Accra. 


He met LURD (Liberians United for Reconciliation and 
Democracy), July 22, to finalise the arrangements of Taylor’s 
departure, a source said in Accra. 


Sharpton, who had to abandon a planned trip to Liberia 
because of security concerns has been working behind the 
scenes to resolve the impasse over Taylor leaving the country. 


He is working to get LURD , the main rebel group which 
recently launched a major offensive to take Minrovia, to move 
to the Po River. LURD officials are said to have rejected it saying 
Taylor, who controls the airport, could fly out of the country. 


LURD has said it intends to remove Liberian President 
Charles Taylor from office. 


The US has been among the countries calling for Tavlor to 
depart. Taylor provisionally has accepted an offer of asylum in 
Nigeria, but has said he would not go until an international 
peacekeeping force was in place. 


-The stakeholders to the Accra talks were expected ta have 
signed a comprehensive peace plan that provided a road map 
to elections, but the mediators have been faced with a hitch 
caused by warring factions’ pursuit of vice-presidential slots. 


One of the conditions of a draft plan circulated by chief 
mediator Abdulsalami Abubakar is that none of the leaders of 
the warring factions would take part in the national government. 
Abubakar told a newspaper in Accra, July 22, that two Nigerian 
battalions would be deployed to Liberia to enforce the ceasefire 
agreement. 


Rebels make advance: Advancing Liberian rebels, July 27, 
pushed across a key bridge north of Monrovia as the US 
ambassador said the President, Charles Taylor, had agreed to 
honour a buffer zone further north. 


The rebels of the Liberians United for Reconciliation and 
Democracy (LURD) “have crossed the bridge already and they 
are on the offensive," the army commander, Benjamin Yeaten, 
said. 


"| gave instructions to my commanders on the ground and | 
gave them a strong warning not to allow the rebels to reach Red 
Light Junction,” a district at the intersection with the airport road, 
Gen Yeaten added. If they break through, the rebels will be able 
to attack the capital from the east. 


The rebel advance came as the US ambassador, John 
Blaney, said Taylor had agreed to a US proposal to make the 
Po river, some 12 km north of Monrovia, serve as a buffer 
between his forces and rebels. 

Blaney said Washington was in talks with the LURD 
leadership to agree to the plan. 

The ambassador said the buffer zone would leave the LURD 


with its supply lines intact as the strategic Klay Junctions, on the 
other side of the river, would be in their hands. 


He said acceptance of the buffer line would facilitate the 
work of west African peacekeepers and monitors. 
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Mortar rounds pounded homes in Monrovia, killing at least 
14 overnight It was-the eight straight day of deadly 
bombardments of neighbourhoods, schools and churches in 
Monrovia. 


Rebels attack Taylor's residence route:Heavy gunfire rang 
out across, July 28, as rebels attacked Double Bridge on a route 
that cuts towards the home of the embattled President Charles 
Taylor. 


Flying bullets forced citizens to crouch low as they raced 
through deadly streets in a desperate search for food and water. 
Bursts of heavy gunfire echoed around the two bridges at the 
threshold of the city centre after rebels rejected a US call to pull 
out immediately so peacekeepers can be deployed. 


"We managed to hold them off at the bridge and push them 
back,” Army Chief of Staff Gen Benjamin Yeaten said. 


Rebels reject US ceasefire: Leader of Liberia’s main rebel 
faction, Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy 
(LURD), Sekou Conneh, has rejected the United States call 
for immediate pull back, insisting the fight would go on till the 
arrival of foreign peacekeepers in the country, it was reported, 
July 28. 


Over 14 people had been killed in shelling since, July 26, 
with rebels advancing weil beyond the key Stockton Creek bridge 
where fighting had concentrated in the past week. 


renee Asian Age, New Delhi, Hindu, Madras and Deccan 
Herald, Bangalore) 
[Background Info. Liberia, page 1096:a] 


MALAGASY 


a. Africa Union summit admits Malagasy back 
into the fold: Malagasy has been re-admitted into 
the Africa Union (AU), from which it was suspended 
more than two years ago, it was reported, July 21. 


This was announced at the recent summit of Heads of State 
and Governments of the African Union (AU) in Maputo, 
Mozambique. 


Malagasy was suspended from AU in December 2001, during 
confrontations that marked presidential elections between the 
current President, Marc Ravalomanana, and former head of 
state, Amiral Didier Ratsiraka. 


AU had argued then that the way political changes had come 
about in the country was unconstitutional, and did not go well 
with AU’s principles and values of democracy. 


At the Maputo meeting, outgoing chairman of AU, President 
Thabo Mbeki of South Africa, announced the re-admission of 
Malagasy into the fold. 

In response, President Ravalomanana welcomed the 
re-admission, saying, "Malagasy is happy and proud to be 
re-admitted back to the big family of this pan-African organi: 
sation (AU)." 

(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Malagasy, page 1087:a] 
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MALI 


a. IMF approves US$8.5m disbursement: 
The executive board of the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) has completed the sixth review of Mali’s 
economic performance under the Poverty Reduction 
and Growth Facility (PRGF) arrangement. 


As a result, Mali will be able to draw an amount equivalent 
to SDR 6.1 million (about US$8.5 million) under the arrangement, 
it was reported, July 25. Mals PRGF arrangement was 
approved on August 6, 1999. It was extended by one year and 
the amount increased by SDR 4.7 million (about US$6.6 million) 
in July 2001. So far, Mali has drawn the equivalent to SDR 45.17 
(about US$ 63.1 million). 


The PRGF is the IMF’s concessional facility for low-income 
countries. PRGF-supported programmes are based on poverty 
reduction strategies adopted in a participatory process involving 
civil society and development partners and articulated in a 
Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP). This is intended to 
ensure that PRGF-supported programmes are consistent with 
a comprehensive framework for macroeconomic, structural, and 
social policies to foster growth and reduce poverty. PRGF loans 
carry an annual interest rate of 0.5 per cent and are repayable 
over 10 years with a 5 1/2-year grace period on principal 
payments. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


MAURITANIA 


a. Coup plotter to be tried in civil court: A 
Mauritanian army officer who was extradited from 
Senegal to face charges of involvement in the failed 
coup against President Maaouiya Sid’Ahmed Ould 
Taya, will be tried by a civil and not a military court, 
the judge in charge of his case said, July 21. 

Lieutenant M’hamed Ould Didi, who fled to Senegal shortly 
after the collapse of the June 8 military rebellion, was sent back 
to the Mauritanian capital Nouakchott recently. 


Judge Mohamed Ould Babana, a member of The Gambia- 
based African Commission for Human Rights, said Didi and all 
others who might subsequently be charged in connection with 
the coup attempt would be tried under civilian law. Human rights 
activists had expressed fears that the coup plotters would face 
a military tribunal that might impose death sentences or that—as 
in previous instances—they might face summary execution. 

Military sources have said that about 150 serving and retired 
soldiers had been arrested for questioning in connection with the 
coup attempt, which led to two days of fierce fighting in the 
capital. At least 29 people were killed during the uprising, during 
which rebel tanks shelled the presidential palace. 


Judge Babana said Didi had been extradited under terms of 
the 1962 Antananarivo Convention, which allows African coun- 
tries to return suspected criminals back to the country of origin. 

(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
{Background Info. Mauritania, page 1097:a] 


MOROCCO 


a. Mass trial of Islamists begins: A mass trial 
of hundreds of Moroccans suspected of having links 
with Islamic terrorism opened in Casablanca, July 
22, amid fears that the crackdown signals a return 
to the country’s oppressive past. 


In the gloom of Casablanca’s criminal court, six rows of 
bearded young men sitting behind a bullet-proof glass cage 
murmuring Koranic verses, represented the first batch of 700 
Islamists to be tried. As some of the suspects whispered 
encouragement to one another and laughed defiantly, other 
gaunt-looking young men shook uncontrollably as they wept. 


The 52 first suspects are accused of belonging to radical 
islamic group held responsible for suicide bomb attacks against 
Jewish and Western targets that killed 44 people two months 
ago in Casablanca. 


Three alleged terrorists who are accused of planning to blow 
themselves up alongside the 12 suicide bombers who detonated 
five almost simultaneous blasts were the first to be called before 
the judge. 

They were charged with "criminal association, undermining 
internal state security, sabotage, murder, intention to cause 
permanent injury". | 


(SOURCE: Telegraph, London and Hindu, Madras) 
[Background Info. Morocco, page 1098:b] 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Spanish cooperation with university: Span- 
ish ambassador to Mozambique Luis Castao signed 
a cooperation agreement between his country and 
the oldest Mozambican public higher education 
institution, the Eduardo Mondlane University (UEM). 


In his speech during the ceremony, Luis Castao said that 
his country is prepared to extend this cooperation with Mozam- 
bique in different areas during the coming years, it was reported, 
July 20. Explaining the essence of the document, Castao said 
that it is aiming at supporting Mozambican university students 
to learn the Spanish language, for which Spanish lecturers will 
be contracted to work in Mozambique. 


"We are open to any request for cooperation in any 
socio-economic development area", he said, adding that Spain 
is currently helping Mozambique in the areas of civil construction, 
health, environment sanitation, and education. 


UEM vice-chancellor Brazao Mazula said that the Spanish 
ambassador's gesture is welcome as a great support in training 
in aifferent areas. - 


“Learning Spanish in our country will facilitate students to 
carry out research work in different areas, using books by 
Spanish writers", he said, adding that this is a means to improve 
cultural interchange between the two countries, which is one of 
the objectives of the document signed during that ceremony. 


(SOURCE: Maii & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
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NIGER 


a. PM challenges Blair on uranium: The Prime 
Minister of ‘Niger has challenged British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair to produce the evidence that 
former iraqi President, Saddam Hussein, sought to 
buy uranium from his country. 


in his first interview since the row erupted over Britain and 
America's alleged distortion of the "case for war” on Iraq, Prime 
Minister Hama Hamadou accused London and Washington of 
mistreating an ally, given that Niger sent 500 troops to fight 
against Hussein in the 1991 Gulf War: 


"We did not expect to be caught up in all this. Is this how 
Britain and America treat their allies?" asked Hamadou. 


"If the British government has evidence to support its claim 
about Niger's uranium then it has only to produce it for everybody 
to see. Our conscience is clear. We are innocent." 


Britain insists that it has intelligence from "independent 
sources” to support it—-a claim repeated by Blair when he visited 
Washington recently. 


Hamadou said Niger did not have, and had never had, 
diplomatic or any bilateral relations with Iraq. 


"Officials from the two countries have never met to discuss 
uranium." 


The only contact between the countries was the Organization 
of the Islamic Conference. "We attend the conference because 
we are a-Muslim country," Hamadou said. “But we have certainly 
not discussed uranium during any of our contacts with people 
from iraq." 


He dismissed suggestions that the intelligence documents 
were forged in the Niger embassy in Rome. "They were crude 
forgeries," he said. Hamadou did not believe the allegations 
would damage his country’s image. 


“| think everybody knows that the claims are untrue,” he said. 
"We have survived famine in Niger. We can survive this." 


(SOURCE: Telegraph, London and Hindu, Madras) 
[Background Info. Niger, page 1017:a] 


RWANDA 


a. Two candidates barred from presidential 
polls: Two presidential candidates have been 
disqualified by the Electoral Commission after failing 
to secure 600 signatures to back their bid for the 
August 25 election, it was reported, July 29. 


The Electoral Commission, which has given the green light 
to four other contenders, including incumbent President Paul 
Kagame, said recently that Theoneste Niyitegeka and Alphonse 
Nzeyimana were disqualified on grounds of failing to muster the 
required numbers to support their bid. 

The other three cleared are former premier Faustin Twagi- 
ramungu, former member of parliament Nepomuscene Nayinzira 
and the only female candidate, Alivera Mukabaramba. 
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The Rwandan law governing presidential and parliamentary 
elections stipulates that candidates running on individual tickets 
must be endorsed by at least 600 supporters, who must sign on 
a document to be presented to the Electoral Commission upon 
presentation of their nomination papers. 


Two candidates, Faustin Twagiramungu and Nepomuscene 
Nayinzira, strong contenders challenging President Kagame, are 
both running on individual tickets. President Kagame and Ms 
Mukabaramba are fielded by their respective political parties. 


Though the race has attracted four contenders, political 
analysts predict a showdown between incumbent President 
Kagame and Twagiramungu. 


Twagiramungu, a moderate Hutu politician is described by 
those who know him as a "sweet tongued” and eloquent politician 
whose speech is rich with proverbs. 

b. Kampala, Kigali agree on refugee repatria- 
tion: The office of the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) and the governments of 
Rwanda and Uganda, July 24, signed a tripartite 
agreement on the voluntary repatriation of thou- 
sands of Rwandan refugees living in Uganda, Radio 
Rwanda reported. 


"We have sealed the deal, what remains now is to move into 
Uganda to sensitise Rwandans in refugee camps to return," the 
radio quoted Abdul Khalim Haleraimana, who is in charge of 
refugee repatriation in Rwanda, as saying. 

Up to 26,000 Rwandans are reported to be in refugee camps 
mostly in western Uganda. Haleraimana and the Ugandan, 
minister for disaster preparedness and refugees, Christine 
Aparo, represented their countries during the signing of the 
agreement. 


"We are finalising a plan of action on the repatriation of the 
refugees,” Kalunga Lutato, the UNHCR country representative 
in Rwanda, said. Meanwhile, the radio reported that 670 
Rwandan refugees returned home, July 24, from Lukore province 
in Tanzania. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SAO TOM AND PRINCIPE 


a. Sao Tome govt overthrown: The govern- 
ment of Sao Tome and Principe was toppled in a 
military coup at dawn, July 15, Portuguese news 
agency Lusa reported. 


Lusa said the Prime Minister, Maria das Neves, had been 
arrested in the former Portuguese colony, along with other 
ministers including public works minister Rafael Branco, who is 
responsible for the country’s vital oil reserves. 


Lusa reported bursts of gunfire in the streets after the coup 
began at 3 am but had no details of whether anyone was 
wounded. Portuguese state television report said the situation 
was ‘calm’ and patrols were visible on the streets. The military 
was Said to have taken over control of local television and radio 
stations, which were silent. No statement had been issued by 
the coup’s organizer. 
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Sao Tome has a population of about 120.000 and comprises 
several small islands off the coast of West Africa. President 
Gradique de Menezes is on.a tour of Nigeria. 


President allowed return: The military that seized power 
has accepted the idea of President's return, an African envoy 
said after holdings talks with the junta leaders. 


"Since the first hour of the talks, the junta has agreed with 
the return of the President," the Angolan interior minister, 
Oswaldo van Dunen, told reporters, July 21. “One of the issues 
that we have to discuss are the conditions for his return.” 


Van Dunen didn’t provide details on the conditions of the 
President’s return. The Mozambican President, Joaquim Chis- 
sano, said Menezes could be home within a day. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras) 


SOMALIA 


a. Envoy cautions on peace accord: The 
ambassador of Somalia’s Transitional National 
Government (TNG) to the UN has said that peace 
in Somalia will depend on whether the interna- 
tional community will be able to support the 
outcome of the peace talks currently underway in 
Kenya. 


Ahmed Abdi Hashi said that any peace deal on estab- 
lishing an all-inclusive government should be reached by 
consensus among all the delegates, it was reported, July 
297 ok 0 Í K 


"it should be a transparent, power-sharing agreement that 
can be enforced,” he said. 


He also warned of the dangers of implementing an accord 
without complete, simultaneous disarmament throughout the 
country. “There should be a commitment by the AU (African 
Union) to organise a peacekeeping mission for Somalia," he 
said. 

"We suffer from the continued neglect of the international 
community." Hashi expressed concern that the facilitators of the 
peace talks were trying to "rush the process”. 

Kenya, under the chairmanship of ambassador Bethwel 
Kiplagat, is hosting the talks which are steered by a technical 


committee made up of Somalia's neighbours—Kenya, Ethiopia, | 


Djibouti—under the auspices of the regional Inter-Governmental 
Authority on Development (IGAD). 


Some members of the TNG, including President Abdiqassim 
Salad Hassan, have expressed their opposition to a peace deal, 
signed on 5 July, describing it as an attempt to “dismember 
Somalia". 


Somaliland warns against ‘declaration of sovereignty’: 
The authorities in the self-declared republic of Somaliland have 
issued a warning against anyone trying to represent the region 
at the ongoing Somali peace talks in Kenya. 

In a statement, July 21, Somaliland warned Somali leaders 


and the international community to “abstain from any unfriendly 
declaration or acts against Somaliland". 
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"In the event that any person claims to be representing the 
government of Somaliland and/or its people in the ongoing 
Somalia peace conference, and in the event that such person 
or persons are accorded such status, the government of 
Somaliland hereby officially states that this will hinder any 
possible future dialogue between Somaliland and any future 
legitimate government of Somalia”, the statement said. 


The Somaliland minister of information, Abdillahi Muhammad 
Duale, added that Somaliland welcomed any peace deal 
between the parties "in the former Italian Somalia’, but added. 
"this has nothing to do with us”. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Somalia, page 1076:a] 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Clinton leads stars for Mandela bash: 
Nelson Mandela celebrated a star-studded 85th 
birthday, partying with former US President Bill 
Clinton, talk-show host, Oprah Winfred and hun- 
dreds of well-wishers. 


The former South African President joined Irish rock star 
Bono and former Archbishop Desmond Tutu at a banquet for 
1,600 people, July 19, to celebrate his July 18 birthday marked 
across South Africa as a day to hail "Madiba"—the tribal name 
by which the anti-apartheid hero is known to millions of South 
Africans. 

‘Mandela‘s South African invitations spanned the range of his 
many years of political activity, stretching from fellow struggle 
hero and Nobel peace laureate Tutu to white South Africa's last 
President, FW de. Klerk. ` 


internationali luminaries in attendance included Queen Bea- 
trix of the Netherlands, former Zambian President Kenneth 
Kuanda, pop stars and business heavyweights, as well as his 
cook and gardener. 


“We thank God 'for you Madiba, for teaching us to forgive," 
said Tutu of the. man who led South Africa on the road to 
democracy, peace and reconciliation. 


“We thank you Madiba for making our country a beacon of 
hope for the rest of the world," Clinton said . Written salutations 
came from international leaders ranging from Britain's Queen 
Elizabeth to Cuba's President Fidel Castro and Libya's President 
Muammar Gaddafi. 


A particularly poignant birthday message came from Wilma 
Verwoerd, the 13-year-old great granddaughter of Hendrik 
Verwoerd, the man known as the architect of whites-only rule 
and Prime Minister when Mandela was sentenced to 27 years 
in prison in 1964. 


“You've changed my life for the better. You've taught me to. 
love people of all races and colours,” Wilma Verwoerd wrote in 
a ietter shown on massive video screens at the party. The 
birthday bash had a distinctly Irish them— rock star Bono joined 
Irish band the Corrs on stage while Clinton quoted verses by 
Irish Nobel literature laureate Seamus Heaney in praise of 
Mandela. 
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The banquet was Mandela’s biggest party since his 80th 
birthday celebrations, when he married his third wife, former 
Mozambican first lady Grace Machel. Mandela and Machel 
boogied with Clinton and his wife, Senator Hillary Clinton, as 
confetti showered down and a collection of South African and 
international stars—both black and white—serenaded the man 
revered as Africa’s elder statesman. 


_ Tributes pour in for Mandela: Tributes from around the 
globe poured in for Nelson Mandela, July 17, on the eve of South 
Africa’s anti-apartheid icon celebrates his 85th birthday. 


"It's a national day of celebration," said President Thabo 
Mbeki, who succeeded Mandela in 1999. 


"All of us as a country are indeed very blessed that we have 
somebody like him." Mandela received birthday wishes from 
former Archbishop Desmond Tutu and others at his Jchannes- 
burg office, where he was presented with a book compiling 
tributes along with some of his best-known speeches. 


"I never imagined | would still be treated the way you are 
treating me," said Mandela, who won the Nobel prize for guiding 
South Africa from Whites-only rule to multi-racial democracy in 
1994. 


"have lost office, | have lost influence, | am now a has-been 
and that's the way | want to be treated," he said. 


Well-wishers sent e-mail greetings to Mandela at South 
Africa's official Internet site, www.safrica.info, while phone 
company Telkom launched a campaign to set a new world record 
for the most birthday wishes ever received by one person, 
opening up local and international lines for people to send their 
wishes. 


(SOURCE: Statesman, Calcutta, Telegraph, Calcutta and 
independent, Harare) 


SUDAN 


a. Liberation army rebels deny signing truce 
agreement: The Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) 
rebels operating in Darfur, northern Sudan, have 
denied signing a truce agreement with the Suda- 
nese government. 


“There is no truce agreement between the government and 
us," Minni Arkou Minnawi, secretary general of the SLA, said, 
July 25. He said the rebel group had sent a list of demands to 
Khartoum with a government delegation which visited the region 
recently for talks with the rebels. “We told them they have to 
stop the fighting, and after that we can negotiate," said Minnawi. 


_ He claimed the government had been "continuously bomb- 
ing" the area, including Adar in northern Darfur, July 25. But 
Muhammad Ahmad Dirdeiry, Sudan's deputy ambassador to 
Kenya, said he had no information concerning the rerorts of 
recent fighting. 


On July 24, a member of the Sudanese Opposition in exile, 
Dr Sharif Harir of the Sudan Federal Democratic Alliance, 
accused the government of bombing over 20 villages in Darfur 
since the end of June, killing scores of civilians in the process. 
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Harir, who is from Darfur and says he has daily contact with 
the SLA and other sources in the region, warned that if the 
bombing continued throughout the planting season, food short- 
ages would become intense. 


{Background Info. Sudan, page 1090:a] 


b. Committee to Protect Journalists con- 
demns action against newspaper: The Commit- 
tee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) has condemned 
the July 12 decision by a criminal court to cancel 
the licence of the Khartoum Monitor. 


According to Nhial Bol, editor of the Khartoum Monitor, the 
court cancelled the paper's licence because of an interview it 
published in 2001 with southern Sudanese leader Santino Deng, 
who alleged that women and children in Bahr el-Ghazal in 
southern Sudan were being kidnapped and traded into slavery 
by Muslim tribesmen. While international human rights groups 
condemn the practice of slavery in Sudan, the government 
denies that slavery exists. 


Bol said state prosecutors brought the case against the paper 
in May 2002, accusing him and reporter William Ezekiel, who 
conducted the interview, of violating the press law and charging 
them with defamation and spreading false information. Bol said 
that at the time, he did not consider the case detrimental to the 
future of the newspaper. 


In addition to cancelling the newspaper's license, the court 
fined each journalist 400,000 Sudanese pounds (US$160). Bol 
and Ezekiel spent a night in prison before the fine was paid on. 
July 13. ae 2 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SWAZILAND 


a. Threat to boycott polls: Swaziland’s pro-de- 
mocracy groups and banned political parties said, 
July 29, they would urge voters to boycott October's 
parliamentary polls to protest against a system they. 
say is simply a mouthpiece of the king. 

“Parliament is a rubber-stamp for the king under the current 
system, and also under the new palace-written constitution,” the 
banned People’s United Democratic Movement (Pudemo) said 
in a statement. “To participate in the elections as voters or 
candidates would legitimise an illegitimate undertaking”. 


Pudemo and other political organisations have been 
outlawed by royal decree since 1973, when the father of the 
current King Mswati Ill overturned the tiny African country's 
constitution and assumed ultimate judicial, executive and 
legislative power. 


Landiocked Swaziland, sandwiched between South Africa 
and Mozambique, has a parliament, made up of a Senate and 
a House of Assembly. Currently, 10 of the Assembly’s 65 MPs 
are appointed by Mswati, and the rest by popular vote. 

(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


{Background Info. Swaziland, page 1077:a} 
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TOGO 


a. Two journalists released, another stili in 
prison: Two of three journalists who have been 
imprisoned in Togo for more than a month were 
released, July 24, from custody. 

Philip Evgnon, publication director of the private weekly 
L’Evenement, and Jean de Dieu Kpakpabia, journalist at the 
private weekly Nouvel Echo, were acquitted of "attempting to 
publish false information and to disturb public order" by a court 
in the capital, Lome, July 22, and were ordered to be released 
from the central prison. 

Togolese sources said that the journalists were severely 
beaten while in custody. 

Dimas Dzikodo, L’Evenement editor-in-chief, was convicted, 
July 21, of “attempting to publish false information” and 
sentenced to a 500,000 CFA franc (US$864) fine. He remains 
in prison, unable to pay the amount. 


Dzikodo was arrested at a cybercafe in Lome on June 14 
while he was scanning photos of people whom police and 
government supporters had allegedly manhandled during the 
June 1 presidential elections. Kpakpabia was arrested at the 
same cybercafe later that day and was accused by police of 
trying to send photos with similar content to a Web site outside 
the country. : 

Detained journalists end hunger strike: Three Togolese 
journalists who have been in detention in the capital, Lome, for 


over a month for "publishing false information and disturbing public’ - 


order’ ended a hunger strike, July 15, after two of them fell sick. 


They had launched a 48-our hunger strike, July 14, to call 
attention from Togolese authorities on their case, and threatened 
to launch an indefinite strike if their plea was ignored. 


Sources said, July 17, that Djokodo had developed swollen 
feet and back pain, while Kpakpabia fell ill with malaria. 


The two were arrested on June 14 while scanning pictures 
of alleged victims of police brutality during opposition demon- 
strations in Agou, in the plateaux region of Togo, following the 
disputed June 1 presidential elections. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


TUNISIA 


a. Journalist Abdallah Zouari sentenced to 
four months in prison: Journalist Abdallah Zouari, 
who had spent 11 years in prison, was sentenced, 
July 18, to four months’ imprisonment for "defama- 
tion" by a court in Zarzis in southeastern Tunisia. 

The sentence follows an incident in which Zouari com- 
plained about being barred from using a cybercafe. RSF has 
strongly protested the “trumped-up" sentence and demanded 
his immediate release. 

“Zouari has been constantly harassed and spied on for 
months," said RSF Secretary-General Robert Minard. "The 
authorities have run out of things to accuse him of and have 
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now come up with this excessive punishment on a ridiculous 
and bogus charge.” After being forbidden to go online at a 
cybercafe in Zarzis on April 19, Zouari said he would call his 
lawyer to complain. The cybercafe'sy manager then filed a 
complaint against him for “defamatior". He was tried on July 11. 


Zouari was released from prison on June 6, 2002, after 


serving 11 years for "belonging to an illegal organisation". Since 


then, he has been officially confined to Zarzis, even though some 
of his family members live in Tunis. | 


On August 23, 2002, the journalist, who worked for A/ Fajr, 
the unofficial voice of the Islamist An Nahda movement, was 
sentenced to eight months in prison by a Zarzis court for refusing 
to obey the restriction order by living in Tunis. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
{Background Info. Tunisia, page 1019:a] 


UGANDA 


a. Army helicopter gunships kill 9 civilians 
by mistake: Military helicopters killed nine civilians 
and injured several others in anti-rebel bombing 
raids in Obalanga in Katakwi district, July 22. 


The LC-V councillor representing Obalanga sub-county, 
Julius Ochen, said that the civilians were fleeing the fighting 
between the Uganda People’s Defence Forces and the Lord's 
Resistance Army rebels at Alito village, Angica parish in 
Obalanga. 

~ "We “are “saddened by thé killing Of niné people by the 
choppers that also injured several others at Alito,” Ochen told 
The Monitor in Soroti town. 


He was in Soroti, which borders Katakwi, to look for 
transportation to move injured civilians to hospital. Many suffered 
bullet wounds but had received no treatment. 


Ochen said that some of the injured were being carried to 
his house in Obalanga trading centre. 


“There are women in my house whose breasts were split 
by bullets and | have asked the security organs to assist in 
transporting them to Soroti Hospital for treatment," he said. 


The army spokesman, Maj. Shaban Bantariza,July 24, 
regretted the incident, saying that the helicopters were targeting 
rebels. He said that civilians had previously deserted the area. 
"What happened was that the rebels killed a person but we didn’t 
know that some people had taken their dead back for burial," 
Bantariza said. 


Rebels burn 580 huts in Katakwi: Rebels, July 27, burnt 
580 huts at Achowa displaced people’s camp in Katakwi before 
abducting 169 people. 


This is the second attack on Achowa in as many days and 
it comes shortly after the First Deputy Prime Minister, Lt. Gen, 
Moses Ali, visited the camp. Ali is also the minister of disaster 
preparedness and refugees. It follows another attack, July 26, 
on Old Achowa parish where the Lord’s Resistance Army 
rebels burnt five huts and killed five people, two of them 
members of the Arrow Group militia. “After the Arrow Boys 
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gave them a thorough beating at Old Achowa the LRA regrouped 
and struck Achowa on Sunday(July =u the Katakwi RDC, 
Ndiwa Chemasuet, said. 

He said that two LRA rebels were also killed. Chemasuet 
said the rebels had burnt 180 huts and not 580 as the local 
civilian sources had claimed. Displaced people from Katakwi 
are still arriving in Soroti, town. The Christian Children’s Fund 
field administrator, Ms Helen Aguti, said that their Achowa IDP 
camp office also came under attack. . 

(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


[Background Info. Uganda, page 1091:a] 
ZAMBIA 


a. 821 peacekeepers bound for Sierra Leone: 
Speaking at a farewell parade for the sixth Zambian 
Battalion that left for Sierra Leone, minister Ma- 
benga said the troops must not dent Zambia's clean 
record of discipline in peacekeeping missions. 


Mabenga said the 10 weeks training the personnel went 
through was adequate to perform weil in their international 
assignments. The minister said the world needed peace 
especially war-torn African countries to pave way for economic 
development. 


He said the exposure in peace operations would give an 
added advantage to the army for their unification in the planned 
African Union Peace Keeping Force. Mabenga said transport 
problems affecting army operations would be eased as vehicles 
for the military would arrive after being cleared at a port in 
Tanzania. 

He said despite the harsh economic situation in the country, 
the army had remained committed to performing professionally 
in their duties especially in UN missions. 

He said he was happy that all dues belonging to troops that 
had been on UN missions have been cleared and called for 
transparency and also accountability by those entrusted with the 
funds. Commenting on the issue of allowances, the minister said 
contractual obligations entailed that soldiers were entitled to 50 
per cent while the other portion was channelled back to the state 
to improve the military. 

(SOURCE: Times of Zambia, Lusaka) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. MCD MPs attend pariiament: Opposition 
Movement for Democratic cones (MDC) party 
leaders, July 22, attended the official opening of 
parliament by President Robert Mugabe, abandon- 
ing their party’s stance of boycotting the Zimbab- 
wean leader. 
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MDC president Morgan Tsvangirai, who is not an elected , 
member of parliament (MP), sat in the public gallery while his ` 
party's 54 MPs remained in the chamber as er addressed 
the House. 


In the past, MDC legislators have silica boycotted `, 
Mugabe’s address to parliament to show they did not recognise 2 
his presidency, which the opposition party says Mugabe-secured- ~ 
through unfair means. 


Tsvangirai. said, July 22, the apparent policy shift by his party, 
which came two weeks after South African President Thabo 
Mbeki told American President George Bush that ZANU-PF and 
MDC were in talks, was meant to create a conducive environ- 
ment for the resumption of dialogue between Zimbabwe's main 
political parties. 


Tsvangirai said: “The nation is suffering and we are prepared 
to put aside our interests so that the nation can find a negotiated 
solution to the crisis. The challenge for ZANU-PF is to 
reciprocate.” 


Dialogue brokered by Mbeki and Nigerian leader Olusegun 
Obasanjo broke down, when ZANU-PF pulled out of talks to 
protest Tsvangirai’s decision to challenge Mugabe’s March 2003 
re-election. 


b. Farmers’ stir hits tobacco sales: The 
impasse between the government and tobacco 
farmers over devaluation has resulted in a sharp 
decline in crop deliveries to the auction floors, the 
Independent reported, July 25. 


Zimbabwe. Tobacco Associations marketing information 
executive, Rodney Ambrose, confirmed that deliveries had 
declined. 


“Deliveries to the tobacco auction floors have declined by. 
about 40%," said Ambrose. He said some auction floors were 
not being used at the moment because of low tobacco deliveries. 


"We usually have six auction floors auctioning the crop, at 
the moment only four floors are open due to low volumes," he 
said. 


Farmers are not happy with the exchange rate of $824 to 
the US$1. They want the rate increased to about $1,600. 


"There is a lot of confusion at the moment because the 
government may devalue the dollar with effect from the beginning 
of next month,” said Ambrose. "Those who want to sell before 
this date fear they might lose out. Many farmers have therefore 
decided to hold on to their crop.” 


Farmers say inflation has pushed up production costs after 
they obtained their inputs on the parallel market at exchange 
rates of up to $2, 500 to the US dollar. 


(SOURCE: Independent, Harare) 
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CAMEROON 


a. Cameroon, Nigeria agree on ICJ road map 
on Bakassi peninsula: Nigeria and Cameroon 
have finally adopted a road map for the implemen- 
tation of the judgement of the International Court of 
Justice (ICJ) on the disputed Bakassi peninsula, it 
was reported, Aug 8. 


The road map would see the commencement of withdrawal 
of troops and handover of civil authority on December 8 in the 
Lake Chad area. The withdrawal is expected to be completed 
by December 31. 


A communique issued at the end of the fifth session of the 
Nigeria-Cameroon Mixed Commission, Aug 6, in Yaounde, the 
Cameroonian capital, stated that the commission "discussed and 
adopted its programme of work subject to necessary adjustments 
that may be made at its subsequent meetings." 


Also, the meeting resolved to undertake a tripartite visit to 
the Lake Chad area in the second week of September, while it 
approved the reports of the sub-commissions on affected 
populations and demarcation. 


The meeting, while noting with satisfaction the progress 
achieved so far by the two sub-commissions, however, agreed 
that the "matter raised in paragraph 9” of the report on the 
sub-commission on affected populations be deferred for further 
consideration at its next meeting slated for October in Abuja. 


b. Journalist sentenced: The Yaounde 
National Police have arrested Rmy Ngono, who 
hosts a satirical programme on Radio Television 
Siantou (RTS), and jailed him in Kondengui 
central prison. 


Ngono's incarceration follows a year-old court ruling against 
the journalist. He had been sentenced in absentia to six months’ 
imprisonment with no parole for "defamation". Aug 8 


"We are appalled that Rmy Ngono was not afforded the 
opportunity to defend himself before the Sou: since he was not 
in the courtroom during his trial. 


We urge you to see to it that the journalist is given a new 
trial, in accordance with international norms," Reporters Without 
Borders (RSF) said in a letter to justice minister Amadou Ali. 


“Moreover, full light must be shed on the circumstances 
surrounding the journalist's absence from his trial, as it appears 
Rmy Ngono was not notified, or at the very least was not notified 
within a reasonable timeframe, that a complaint had been filed 
against him," the organisation insisted. 
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RSF also noted Cameroonian law's stipulation that following 
the filing of a complaint, journalists are given up to five days to 
serve documents when accused of press law violations. The 
provision was not respected in this case. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC. 


a. UN warns of famine in. north: Tens of 
thousands of people in northern Central African 
Republic could face famine in January 2004, 
unless- "emergency measures” are taken now, the 
a Wea of the UN system in the country said, 

ug 1. 


in April, the UN had made a “flash appeal" for US $9.1 million 
after realising that the entire farming season in many northern 
regions had been lost to fighting—from October 2002 to March 
2003——between rebels and government troops: 


The appeal included $4.85 million for food aid\to war-affected 
populations and for the provision of crop seeds to 150,000 
farmers. 


"The flash appeal has received no response," Stan Nkwain, 
the coordinator said, Aug 1. 


Nkwain was speaking a day after ending a tour of six northern 
towns with officials of the UN Development Programme, the UN 
World Food Programme (WFP) and the UN Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF). 


The delegation visited Bouca, Paoua, Bossangoa, Bozoum, 
Bossemptele and Bossembele ~- hundreds of kilometres north 
and northwest of the capital, Bangui. 


He said all the towns had drugs but lacked doctors. The 
European Community Humanitarian Office and the European 
Development Fund, through Italian NGO Cooperazione Internaz- 
ionale, are providing the drugs. 


Schools are open in all the towns except in Bossemptele. 
He said between 50 per cent and 70 per cent of school children 
had returned to class. 

UNICEF and the government, he said, were able to transport 
all the teachers and many schoo! children from Bangui to their 
provincial hometowns in May. 

Nkwain said that in weeks from now some UN activities would 
resume in areas to which local authorities had returned. Most 
fled their posts d due- to, the fi ighting, 


Pus (SOURCE: ita Guardian, Johannesburg) 
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parties "to take all measures necessary to ensure the safety and 
CONGO (DR) security of such personnel.” 


a. Refugees released from detention: Twenty 
one refugees detained at the Otjiwarongo police 
station on charges of rioting and interfering with 
police duties were released on bail, Aug 8. 


They were arrested two weeks ago following a protest over 
a reduction in paraffin rations at the Osire refugee camp. 


The National Society of Human Rights (NSHR) paid their bail 
of N$400 each. 

They were not granted bail when they made their first court 
appearance on July 30, but attorney Hennie Barnard appealed 
the ruling, Aug 8. 

The group will appear in court again on September 3. 


After being on a hunger strike for nine days while in 
detention—they refused to eat food provided by government— 
they ate after being provided with food by the NSHR after their 
court hearing. 

Speaking to The Namibian shortly after his release, the leader 
of the Association for the Defence of Refugee Rights (ADR), 
MacGoddins Lushimba, said the group feared for their safety if 
they returned to the Osire camp. 


More than two hours after their release, the NSHR finally 
convinced them to return to the camp: and they were escorted 
back by the police. 

The group wanted to be housed by churches or other human 
rights groups and even said they would remain in the holding 
celis at Otjiwarongo rather than return. 


"We have legal protection. Now we need physical protection. 
We are not toys. Human lives are precious. That protection office 
of the UNHCR does nothing,” Lushimba told the NSHR. 

b. MONUC head condemns killing of 11 
civilians near Baraka: The head of the UN Mission 
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Wiliam 
Swing, has condemned the killing of 11 Congolese 
civilians near the town of Baraka in South Kivu 
province. 


Speaking during a news conference in the capital, Kinshasa, 
Aug 6, Swing, the special representative of the Secretary-Gen- 
eral for the DRC and head of the UN Mission, known as MONUC, 
said he was “deeply saddened” to receive confirmation of the 
deaths of the Congolese who had been taken hostage in Kafulu, 
near Baraka. 

MONUC said reports indicated that the individualis were killed 
on July 24 by fighters belonging to an alliance of the Forces 
pour la Defense de la Democratie (FDD), a rebel group from 
neighbouring Burundi; Rwanda’s former military (ex-FAR) and 
Congolese Mayi-Mayi militias in the area. 

One of the victims, Evariste Maheshe Chisagala, was a 
hydraulic engineer employed by the UK NGO Tearfund, while 
the other 10 were employed by the Water Committee of Baraka. 

Swing said that he “condemned acts of violence on 
humanitarian and associated personnel" and called upon alli 


He also called upon the competent authorities to investigate 
the attack, arrest the perpetrators and bring those responsible 
to justice. 

‘ (SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info Congo (DR), page 1107:a] | 


EGYPT 


a. Al-Qaeda harmed Muslims, says militant 
leader: A jailed leader of an Egyptian militant group 
has said the Al-Qaeda network had "waded in 
blood" and harmed Muslims by sowing "wicked- 
ness", a weekly said, Aug 6. 

"We have stated our rejection of the thoughts of the Al-Qaeda _ 
organization for a long time," Karam Zuhdi, a leading official of 
Egypt's Al-Gama’a al-islamiya, said in an interview with the semi 
official Al-Mussawar magazine. 

"They have turned the whole world, including the ‘house of 
Islam’, into a house of war. They have waded in blood and have 
not achieved one benefit for Islam or Muslims,” he said. 

The remarks were the latest in a series of A/-Mussawar 
interviews with imprisoned leaders of Al-Gama’a, Egypt's largest 


Islamic militant group. 


Al-Gama’a took part in a bloody : six-year campaign in the 
1990s to overthrow the Egyptian government and install a purist 
Islamic regime, but called a ceasefire in 1997. 


it gained infamy for the massacre of 58 tourists in the 
southern town of Luxor by a faction opposed to the truce. There 
have been no militant attacks in Egypt since. All interviewees 
have reiterated the commitment of jailed Al-Gama’‘a leaders to 
the ceasefire. 


(SOURCE: Asian Age, New Delhi) 
[Background Info. Egypt, page 831:a] 


IVORY COAST 


a. Parliament approves amnesty for rebels: 
The parliament of ivory Coast voted overwhelm- 
ingly, Aug 6, to approve an amnesty for rebels 
occupying the north of the country. 

The law was approved with no votes against and only two 
abstentions, despite much grumbling from the Ivorian Patriotic 
Front (FPI) of President Laurent Gbagbo. 


The amnesty law covers acts of rebellion against the 
government since the controversial presidential elections when 
several hundred people died in clashes. Trouble arose because 
former prime minister Alassane Ouattara was barred from 
standing in the poll on the grounds that he was not a true Ivorian. 


Civil war broke out in September 2002, but a French-brok- 
ered peace agreement in January led to the formation of a 
government of national reconciliation in March, anar which the 
fighting petered out. 


July 30—Augustt2, 2003 


However, the rebel Patriotic Movement of Cote d'Ivoire 
(MPCI), continues to hold sway in the north of the country and 
the passage of the amnesty law was considered essential by all 
sides for a planned process of demobilisation and disarmament 
to get under way. 


It paves the way for soldiers and policemen who joined the 
rebel ranks to be reintegrated into the security forces. 


The rebels are also demanding that President Gbagbo 
appoint new ministers of defence and the interior to the 
broad-based coalition government before they hand over their 
guns and allow government administrators back into the north. 


Army and rebels exchange lists of prisoners: The army 
and rebels in Ivory Coast have exchanged lists of prisoners of 
war, but have not yet set a date for their release as moves 
towards disarmament face- cenenane political obstacles, military 
sources said, July 30. 


The lists were exchanged at a meeting of military chiefs in 
the rebel-held town of Sakassou on August 5 in the presence of 
representatives of the French and West African Pree eae 
forces. 


According to the website of the rebel Patriotic Movement of 
Cote d'Ivoire (MPCI), the government submitted the names of 
50 prisoners, while the rebels came forward with a list of 44. 


However, French military sources said both lists were 
inaccurate and the two sides had been asked to revise them. 


A West African military source said a date for exchanging 
prisoners would only be set once the government and rebels 
agreed an exact list of people to be handed over. The sources 
said no “real progress" was achieved at the meeting in Sakassou 
on starting the process of demobilisation and disarmament and 
reintegration, which was due to get under way in August. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
{Background Info. ivory Coast, page 1085:a] 


KENYA 


a. Blast in port town: A suspected terrorist 
whom police were trying to arrest detonated a hand 
grenade, killing himself and a police officer, Aug 1, 
the national security minister said. 


Officers were escorting two terrorism suspects to a police 
vehicle in the port town of Mombasa when one of the suspects 
detonated a grenade. The suspect who detonated the grenade 
was killed, and the other suspect fled, he said. 


Two persons were killed and two injured, said the medical 
officer for the Coast Province, Dr Shah Naaz Sharif. He said he 
couldn't identify them, but said one of the injured was a woman 
with three bullet wounds. Police had earlier said one police officer 
was injured. All the roads leading to Mombasa were sealed after 
the explosion. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, New Delhi) 
{Background Info. Kenya, page 1095:a] 
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LIBERIA 


a. Taylor bows out, Moses Blah sworn in: 
Charles Taylor, the former rebel leader and recently 
indicted war crimes suspect, stepped down as 
President of Liberia, Aug 11, and handed over 
power to his Vice-President Moses Blah. 


in a ceremony in the capital, Monrovia, with three African 
heads of state in attendance, Taylor told the assembled 
dignitaries: “| leave you with these parting words - God willing, 
! will be back". 


President John Agyekum Kufuor of Ghana, the current 
chairman of the’ Economic Community of West African States 
(ECOWAS), announced that Blah would himself hand over power 
to a transitional government in October. 


“Today's ceremony marks the end of an era in Liberia,” 
Kufuor said. “It is our expectation that today the war in Liberia 
has ended”. 


South Africa's President Thabo Mbeki, who also attended 
the ceremony in Monrovia, said: "It is indeed a shameful thing 
that, as Africans, we have killed ourselves for such a Jong time. 
It is indeed time that this war should come to an end". South 
Africa will be contributing troops to the African peacekeeping 
force that began deploying in Liberia recently, Mbeki announced. 


Mbeki, the outgoing chairman of the African Union, was 
accompanied to Monrovia by the current AU chair, Mozambican 
President Joachim Chissano. The Togolese Prime Minister, Koffi 
Sama, was also present in Monrovia for the ceremony. 


Taylor govt files notice to World Court: Taylor's govern- 
ment has filed a notice to.the World Court formerly known as 
the International Court of Justice, challenging the jurisdiction of 
the Special Court in Sierra Leone to indict, arrest and try him 
for war crimes, it was reported, Aug 11. 


However, the Special Court itself has told Concord Times 
that they are unmoved by the decision. 


Officials say it will in no way affect their resolve to bring 
Taylor to justice. 


Speaking to Concord Times, Aug 6, the court's chief of 
publicity affairs, David Hecht, said the indictment was not 
between Liberia and Sierra Leone but against a Liberian citizen 
who happens to be the President of that country. 


He stated that though Taylor was President, the statute of 
the court does not provide immunity from prosecution to anybody 
including a sitting Head of State. 


Attorney General and minister of justice, Eke Halloway, Aug 
4, has confirmed to Concord Times that he received documents 
from lawyer Terrence Terry in connection with the notice to the 
World Court (ICJ). 


UN approves force for Liberia: The United Nations Security 
Council has approved a multinational force for Liberia with a 
view to bringing order to a country that has seen major unrest 
in the last several years, it was reported, Aug 2. 
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The multinational force wiil be for a two month period after 
which United Nations peacekeepers will take over. 


The Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, has expressed confi- 
dence that the October | deadline can be met. 


The multinational force has been given the mandate to not 
only prepare for the delivery of humanitarian assistance but also 
for the process of disarming and demobilizing the fighters. 


Founded by freed American slaves in the 19th century, Liberia 
has been at civil war since 1989. 


The United States which sponsored the resolution wanted a 
unanimous vote in the Council but it passed by a 12-0 margin 
with France, Germany and Mexico abstaining on account of a 
provision that will exempt American peacekeepers from being 
hauled before the International Criminal Court. 


The US has expressed no interest in the ICC on grounds 
that American troops could be the subject of frivolous and 
politically motivated charges. 


The bulk of the first troops will be from Liberia's neighbour- 
hood with Nigeria providing the major portion of the deployment 
which will be followed by Ghana and Senegal. It is still not clear 
if the US will be participating in the multinational force. US 
President, George W Bush had ordered his defence secretary 
to keep marines on at least three amphibious warships ready off 
the coast of Liberia. 


The US ambassador to the United Nations had urged that 
the administration wants to see the Economic Community of 
West African States, known as ECOWAS, take the lead. 


"An effective response demands intensive involvement of the 
ECOWAS and the international community anchored by the 
United Nations. The United States will do its part to support this 
endeavour,” John Negroponte said. 


But Annan has urged that even though it is up to the US to 
decide whether to allow Marines to be a part of the operations, 
the force assembled in Liberia is a "multinational" force. 

Joyous welcome for peace force: West African troops 
arrived, Aug 4, to begin an international rescue mission for 
Liberia, greeted by overjoyed civilians who spilled onto the airfield 
by the hundreds and screamed, "We want peace!" 


Nigerian soldiers in camouflage and flak vests leapt out of 


white UN helicopters as they settled onto the tarmac at Liberia’s 


main airport, outside the rebel-besieged capital. 


Machine guns at the ready, the Nigerian soldiers, arriving 
from Sierra Leone, where they had been serving on a UN force, 
crouched in driving rain, taking up defensive positions on the 
landing strip. 


West African leaders have promised an eventual 3,250- 
strong deployment charged with helping end 14 years of conflict 
in Liberia—and overseeing the departure of the warlord-turned- 
President, Charles Taylor, whom rebels have been fighting to 
oust over the past three years. 

As an armoured personnel carrier with mounted machine 
guns rolled off one flight, excited crowds evaded security and 
ran at the crew. "No more war. We want peace,” they chanted. 
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Outside the terminal, two women danced in the rain-—over- 
joyed at arrival of the troops. 


Col Theophilus Tawiah of Ghana, the force’s Chief of Staff, 
said he knew how much Monrovia’s trapped people had been 
waiting for the day. "And we hope to live up to their expectations," 
Co! Tawaih said. 


"We are ready. | can assure you of that", said Capt Aliyu 
Jibril, commander of the first unit to arrive. 


West African leaders assembled the Nigerial-led force to 
quell fighting in Liberia, where two moths of rebel sieges on 
Monrovia have killed more than 1,000 civilians outright and left 
the refugee-crowded city of more than 1.3 million wracked by 
disease and desperately short of food and water. 


Taylor aide warns of bloodbath: Taylor's spokesman 
warned, Aug 9, of bloodletting to follow——-saying he feared what 
Taylor's demoralized ‘fighters would do when they lost their 
former warlord leader. 


"All hell might just break lose," he said. 


The threat came with a weak truce in Liberia’s war-divided 
capital of Monrovia holding, but with fighting persisting in the 
northern town of Gbarnga and the southeaster port city of 
Buchanan, according to the defence minister, Daniel Chea. 


Western aid agencies and diplomats kept up negotiations, 
Aug 9, for humanitarian access to Monrovia's rebel-held port, 
with hunger building on the government-held side. 


Under US and West African pressure, Taylor has promised 
to resign one minute- before noon, Aug ‘10, and ‘head into exile 
in Nigeria at some unspecified time to follow. The promise comes 
as rebels hold on to ground won in two months of sieges of 
Monrovia, pressing home their campaign to drive out Taylor. 


On the streets, Taylor’s largely unpaid forces say they are 
ready for peace—but demanded money for laying down their 
AK-47s, saying they will use them to rob for a living if not. “Our 
morale has been sapped,” Taylor’s spokesman, Vaani Passawe 
said, as the clock ticked on the regime. 


Food, water shortage in Liberia: Liberians continued to 
suffer widespread shortages of food and water, Aug 10, one 
day before the President, Charles Taylor's scheduled departtfe 
for Nigeria and an exile many “hope will bring peace to the 
war-torn nation. x 


The US, with 2,000 Marines in ships offshore, has committed 
only a handful of soldiers to assist the Nigerians with logistics. 
Relief agencies continue to demand improved security amid 
warnings of a growing humanitarian catastrophe. 

Michael Kpakala Francis, Archbiship of Monrovia, Aug 10, 
warned that residents and refugees in Liberia’s second largest 
city, the port of Buchanan, have been cut off. 

"The people there have no food and no medicine,” 
Archbishop Francis told the BBC. 

Eight thousand people have taken refuge on the grounds of 
the Catholic mission in Buchanan, he said. 

Liberian government officials said the shaky ceasefire was 
not being honoured by rebels outside of the capital. Fighting was 


July 30—-August12, 2003 


said to be continuing in the northern town of Gbarnga, but 
independent confirmation was not possible. Concentration of 
relief agencies around the capital also has eliminated one 
important source of information on how inhabitants are coping 
outside of major population areas. 


As many as 450,000 refugees have swelled the population 
of the capital Monrovia to around 1.3 million, who are receiving 
sporadic deliveries from relief agencies. 


Rebels in contro! of the Monrovian port continue to resist 
pressure to allow access to what relief officials say are urgently 
needed supplies of food and medicine. The UN has resorted to 
airlifting supplies to Monrovia, unable to dock a chartered supply 
ship. 

Taylor, whose departure has been demanded by most 
involved parties, has submitted a fetter of resignation to the 
National Assembly. His departure has been announced for one 
minute before noon, Aug 11. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, New Delhi) 
[Background info. Liberia, page 1109:a] 


MALI 


a. Mediator holds talks with kidnappers of 15 
Europeans: The Tuareg tribal leader appointed by 
the Malian government to negotiate the release of 
15 European tourists held by armed Islamic militants 
has returned to the capital Bamako for consultations 


after -opening--"serious"” negotiations with their 


kidnappers, a military source said, Aug 7. 


The source said lyad Ag Agaly, a former leader of Tuareg 
rebels in the north of Mali, had held meetings with President 
Amadou Toumani Toure and German and Swiss diplomats 
following his return from the desert area near the Algerian border 
where the hostages were being held. 


Another source in the northeastern town of Kidal, said the 
kidnappers had been seen near Tessalit, the last settlement in 
Mali on the main road that runs north into Algeria, Aug 3. There, 
they acquired fresh supplies of food and petrol, he added. 


The kidnappers, from an Islamic extremist organisation called 
the Salafist Group for Preaching and Combat, captured the 10 
Germans, four Swiss and one Dutchman in southern Algeria in 
February and March. 

They crossed over into Mali towards the end of July. 

The Malian government has been reluctant to talk publicly 
about measures under way to secure the hostages'’released, 
although President Toure has pledged to resolve the situation 
peacefully. 

The Bamako daily newspaper /’independant said, Aug 7, that 
the kidnappers have demanded a ransom of 55 billion CFA (US 
$95 million) for the release of the hostages, some of whom are 
said to be in poor health. 

(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Algeria, page 1021:a] 
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MAURITANIA 


a. 90 detained soldiers released after coup 
attempt: The Mauritanian government has released 
about 90 soldiers, including four senior officers, who 
had been arrested for questioning after a failed coup 
on June 8, military sources said. 


The soldiers were released, Aug 2, after being cleared of 
involvement in the coup attempt, which led to two days of heavy 
fighting in the capital Nouakchott, the sources said. 


Dozens more of the 150 or so suspects who were rounded 
up after the failed putsch were likely to be released soon, they 
added. 


Three former army officers suspected of leading the uprising 
against President Maaouiya Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya have all gone 
into hiding. But a lieutenant implicated in the coup attempt, who 
fled to Senegal, was arrested and extradited back to Mauritania 
in July-to face trial. 


President Taya has accused islamic fundamentalists of 
backing the attempt to remove him from power. For the past 
three months his government has cracked down on Islamic 
radicals. Several have been arrested and in recent weeks the 
security forces have tried twice without success to detain a 
preacher at the Arafat mosque in Nouakchott. On each occasion, 
worshippers prevented police from detaining the man. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Mauritania, page 1111:a] 


MOROCCO 


a. Morocco rejects UN peace plan for Western 
Sahara: Morocco has rejected the latest UN plan 
to find a political solution to the 27-year-old conflict 
in Western Sahara, that offers the inhabitants of the 
former Spanish colony a referendum on inde- 
pendence within five years. 


Western Sahara, a desert territory south of Morocco's official 
border, was annexed by Morocco in 1976 after Spain withdrew 
its colonial administration, but the Algeria-based Polisario 
guerilla movement has been fighting since then for it to become 
an independent state. 


Morocco's state news agency MAP said on July 31 that the 
foreign ministry had renewed the major objections it had been. 
expressing about UN proposals to resolve the dispute since 
February 2003. 


The latest peace plan, drawn up by former US Secretary of 
State James Baker, provides for a referendum in four to five 
years time. This would offer the inhabitants of Western Sahara 
the choice between independence, autonomy within Morocco or 
complete integration with Morocco. 


The plan was accepted by Polisario in July and approved by 
the UN Security Council. Who exactly should be allowed to vote 
in a referendum has been a source of constant argument. 
Morocco would like its own settlers in the territory to be eligible, 
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whereas Polisario would like to exclude most Moroccan settlers, 
but include Western Sahara refugees living in other countries, 
particularly Algeria. 

[Background Info. Morocco, page 1097:a] 


b. Three newspaper editors get prison sen- 
tences: Reporters Without Borders, Aug 8, criti- 
cised the prison terms ranging from one to three 
years passed on three journalists by a Rabat court 
on August 4 for "incitement to violence". 


Mohammed el Hourd, managing editor of the weekly Asharg, 
based in the northeastern city of Oujda, was sentenced tc three 
years. He has been detained since June 13. Abdelmajid Ben 
Tahar, Asharq’s editor in chief, and Mustapha Kechnini, mr anag- 
ing editor of another Oujda-based weekly, Al Hayat al Maghribia, 
were both sentenced to one year. 


Like El Hourd, Ben Tahar and Kechnini were detained on 
the public prosecutor's orders on June 13 but, unlike El 
Hourd, they were released provisionally on July 10. At the end 
of the trial, the court also banned the two weeklies for three 
months. 


The three journalists were convicted for publishing a 
statement by an Islamist, Zakkaria Boughrara, praising the 
actions of the “jihad movement in Morocco.” 


The statement appeared in Al Hayat al Maghribia on May 
5 and in Asharq on June 5. A justice ministry official said they 
were prosecuted under the press law. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


NIGERIA 


a. Task Force demolishes 89 illegal petroleum 
stations: The Task Force on Petroleum Products 
in Plateau state has demolished 89 illegal filling 
stations and their products impounded for auction- 
ing to the general public., it was reported, Aug 11. 


Chairman of the force, DPO Mohammed Ahmadu, stated 
that the Task Force also intercepted three truck loads of 
petroleum diverted to Jos from Abuja. Anmadu explained that 
the committee had given the illegal marketers a three week notice 
to close down or have their products and machines impounded 
by the Taskforce. 

According to him, 26 of the stations closed down were in Jos 
and environs while the rest were in other parts of the state. 


The DPO of 'C’ division alleged that it appeared that some 
people had vowed to ensure that the black market for petroleum 
products would continue to thrive in Plataeu state and thet the 
people will continue to face hardship by having to pay through 
their nose at the black market. 


"However, government would make sure we put ‘them out of 
business for ever. Government can no longer tolerate this 
situation whereby a clique of people would run down the state 
and hold the people to ransom." 


The chairman stated that the committee would ensure that 
illeag] markets do not surface again in the state adding that 
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already machinery and resources have been put in place to 
monitor the distribution and movement of petroleum products 
into and aroud the state. 


b. Border with Benin sealed: Nigeria has 
sealed its borders with the Republic of Benin 
indefinitely, citing the failure of that country’s 
President Mathieu Kerekou to tackle growing law- 
lessness. 


"In spite of Nigeria's policy of good neighbourliness... current 
realities of the new agenda of reform, growth and stability have 
now compelled Nigeria to close its borders with the Republic of 
Benin with effect from, August 9," the government said in a 
statement. 


lf cross-border crime and clashes are not checked 
immediately, they will seriously damage relations between the 
Republic of Benin and Nigeria, President Olusegun Obasanjo 
had said in talks at an African Union summit in Maputo in July. 
The statement said crime had however continued to rise. 


"Regrettably... after that meeting and contrary to President 
Kerekou's promise, no noticeable action has been taken," the 
statement said. 


The Nigerian police and immigration officials who arrested 


~“dozens of bandits recently along the border said they traced 


their hideout to a location in Benin. Nigerian security agencies 
often report incidents of arms smuggling, armed banditry and 


| human trafficking along the country’s 773-kilometre border. 


Around 75 per cent of vehicles stolen from Nigeria are 
smuggled to Benin through the porous border, a senior 
researcher at the Nigerian Institute of International Affairs, Bola 
Akinterinwa, said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


RWANDA 


a. Court sentences 11 to death for genocide: 
A court in Rwanda’s southern province of Butare, 
Aug 1, sentenced 11 people to death and 73 others 
to life imprisonment in a mass trial involving 142 
saad accused of involvement in the 1994 geno- 
cide. 


The Court of First Instance found them guilty of genocide 
and crimes against humanity committed during April-June 1994 
in the country. Militant Hutus killed at least 800,000 Tutsis and 
politically moderate Hutus during the period. The court also 
sentenced 21 people to between one and 25 years in prison and 
acquitted 37 others who included women and a Roman Catholic 
archdeacon. 


"{ think it was a fair trial though ł still expected better results,” 
Innocent Neshimana, one of the defence lawyers, told reporters. 
"We plan to appeal in the cases where the death penalty was 
handed down." 


"I am disappointed with the judgment because the judges 
never followed my testimony,” Pascal Nsabimana, a former 
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primary school teacher who was sentenced to death, said. “There 
was a lot of bias and | detest the outcome.” 


He said he would appeal against the sentence. Although he 
was pleased with the trial’s outcome, state prosecutor Apolinel 
Gakombe said he would appeal against some of the acquittals. 
"| think there are instances where the court was too lenient," he 
told reporters. 

Tutsi girl raped by former mayor: A prosecution witness, 
Aug 6, told the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 
(ICTR) that she was raped by the former mayor of Rusumo 
(Kibungo province, eastern Rwanda), Sylvestre Gacumbitsi, 
during the genocide against Tutsis in 1994. 


Gacumbitsi, 56, is charged under five counts of genocide 
and crimes against humanity for the massacre and rape of Tutsis 
committed in his commune in April 1994. 


The witness, a Tutsi woman code-named "TAP" to protect 
her identity, accused the former head of the commune of having 
raped her. She is the ninth prosecution witness. 


"He raped me" recounted the witness amidst tears. 


"| reached a point where | wished to die", said the witness 
who spoke through an interpreter. TAP explained that the rape 
took place at the home of Gacumbitsi’s subordinate, Isae 
Karamage, the councillor of Nyarubuye sector. 

[Background Info. Rwanda, page 1099:b] 

b. Dates set for poll: Rwanda’s cabinet has set 
the country’s first multi-party legislative elections for 
Sept 29-Oct 1, Radio Rwanda said, Aug 1. 

The estimated 4 million registered voters in the central African 
nation in which around 800,000 people died in a 1994 genocide, 
go to the polls on Aug 25 to elect a President in the first openly 
contested presidential election since independence from Belgium 
in 1962. 


in a complex system spelt out in the country’s new 
Constitution approved in May referendum with voting spread 
over a three-day period of separate categories of legislators 
representing women, youth as well as political candidates. 


The governing Rwandan Patriotic Front is expected to win 
both the presidential and parliamentary elections. The party was 
formed by rebels from the Tutsi monority, who ousted the 
extremist government formed by the Hutu majority in July 1994, 
to end the 100 days of slaughter. The elections represent the 
introduction of normal political activity in the country. 

(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras) 
[Background Info. Rwanda, page 1112:a] 


SENEGAL 


a. Journalist receives death threats: Journalist 
Abdou Latif Coulibaly, author of a recently published 
book in which he criticises Senegalese President 
Abdoulaye Wade, has been receiving anonymous 
death threats over the past few days. 


Coulibaly has attributed the threats to members of the 
President's political party, it was reported, Aug 4: 
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"We regret to note such a shift in Senegal, a country in which 
press freedom and broader freedom of expression have 
traditionally been respected. Such extremism is uncalled for, 
regardless of the nature of the criticism in the book," Reporters 
Sans Frontieres (RSF) secretary-general Robert Minard said in 
a letter to President Wade. 


The organisation also urged the president to firmly condemn 
such excesses, introduce concrete measures to ensure Couli- 
baly’s safety and launch an investigation to identify and punish 
those responsible for the threats. For his part, the President 
has reaffirmed his commitment to freedom of expression. 


Coulibaly, a journalist with and director of Sud FM, the leading 
private radio station in the country, wrote a book entitled, "Wade, 
an opposition figure in power: Will political power continue to 
change hands?", published in July 2003,.in which he criticises 
the President's administration. The journalist has received a 
series of death threats and insults via telephone since any 28, 
both at home and at his office. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Kabbah denies part in atrocities, blames 
Taylor: The President of Sierra Leone, Ahmad 
Tejan Kabbah, has told the country’s truth and 
reconciliation commission that he had no say over 
the operations of pro-government militias during 
Sierra Leone’s brutal civil war. 


"My role was confined to ensuring that government provided 
the required funds and logistics during the rebel war and to insist 
that the membership of the CDF (Civil Defence Force) was 
motivated enough to perform their security role," Kabbah said, 
Aug 7. 

Kabbah’s former interior minister, Hinga Norman, has been 
detained by the UN-backed war crimes court and is awaiting 
trial for the atrocities committed by the militias while he was the 
head of CDF. The militias and rebel forces alike have been 
accused of extreme brutality against civilians during the conflict. 


Kabbah said the Liberian leader, Charles Taylor, had played 
a major role in developing the Revolutionary United Front rebels, 
who waged a decade-long brutal war from 1991. 


He said that Taylor "is known to have sponsored and 
organized the initial invasion in Sierra Leone by arming and 
directing the invaders and his support for them remained active 
throughout the civil war”. 


The rebels were notorious for hacking off of civilians’ limbs, 
mass rape and the recruitment of young children in the war. 


An estimated 50,000 people died in the civil war and many 
others had their bodies mutilated and limbs hacked off. 


‘Taylor jailed once in Freetown’: Liberian President 
Charles Taylor, who is wanted for war crimes in Sierra Leone, 
spent time in a local jail during the 1980's when he was planning 
the rebellion that eventually brought him to power, Sierra 
Leonean President Anmad Tejan Kabbah has said. 
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Testifying before a Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
(TRC) set up to investigate atrocities committed during Sierra 
Leone’s 1991-2001 civil war, Tejan Kabbah said, Aug 5, that 
Taylor ‘came to Freetown to seek the government's support in 
overthrowing the then Liberian President Samuel Doe. 


He said the government of former President Joseph Momoh 
“first received him and encouraged him to do so,” but then 
changed its mind. Tejan Kabbah said Momoh’s government “had 
a change of heart and had Charles Taylor arrested, incarcerated 
at the Pademba Road prison for a while and then expelled from 
the country." . 

Taylor, who launched a rebellion against Doe in 1989 and 
eventually came to power in Liberia in 1997, has been indicted 
by a UN-backed Special Court in Freetown for supporting rebel 
Revolutionary United Front (RUF) in Sierra Leone in exchange 
for smuggled diamonds. 


The RUF killed and maimed tens of thousands of civilians | 


and became notorious for its brutality. 
[Background Info. Sierra Leone, page 1099:a} 

b. Rebel leader Sankoh dies in UN prison: 
Foday Sankoh, the leader of a 10-year terror 
campaign in Sierra Leone and founder of the 
Revolutionary United Front (RUF) died, July 29, 
while waiting to be tried for war crimes. 


A spokesperson for the United Nations-backed war crimes 
tribunal in Sierra Leone told reporters that he had died on, July 
29. Sources said he died from complications resulting from a 
stroke he suffered in 2002. 


Sankoh’s RUF became notorious for mass rape and hacking 
off of hands, feet, ears and noses of thousands of civilians during 
a 10-year civil war, which ended in 2002. 


He was detained in 2000 and is believed to have died in 
Choithrams Hospital in western Freetown where he has been 
since April after. suffering a partial stroke. 

According to a statement from the Special Court for Sierra 
Leone’s chief prosecutor, David Crane, Sankoh’s death from 
natural causes granted him “a peaceful end that he denied to 
so many others". 

The court recently rejected a request to drop murder charges 
against him on health grounds. Court registrar, Robin Vincent, 
said in June that the tribunal had hoped to send him abroad for 


medical treatment, but the court later reported that it could not: 


find a country that was willing to accept the rebel leader even 
for short-term treatment. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SOMALIA 


a. Somaliland rejects attempts to bring it into 
peace talks: The authorities in the self-daclared 
republic of Somaliland in northwestern Somalia 
have reiterated their rejection of attempts to bring 
alt into the ongoing Somali reconciliation talks in 

enya. . 
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According to a statement issued, Aug 3, by the office of the 
region's president, Dahir Riyale Kahin, Somaliland is nota party 
to the Somali peace talks. 


And the Somaliland information minister, Abdillahi Muham- 
mad Du’ale, said, Aug 4, that Somaliland would welcome any 
peace deal between the parties "in the former Italian Somalia”, 
but noted that “this has nothing to do with Somaliland". 


The statement described as “a surprise” comments by 
Kenya's ambassador Bethwel Kiplagat, who is chairing the peace 
conference, that the talks concern the whole of Somalia. 


The draft charter includes Somaliland within the boundaries 
of Somalia. 


However, the Somaliland regional government's statement 
said Somaliland’s borders were those it inherited from the British, 
and “are recognised by the African Union and the UN". 


The information minister, who was reacting to media reports 
that a Kenyan government delegation was on its way to 
Somaliland to try and convince it to attend the Nairobi talks, said 
that any Kenyan delegation to Somaliland was weicome "so long 
as they aré coming to discuss bilateral issues and ways of 
developing bilateral relations”. 


f (SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Somalia, page 1113:a] 


SUDAN 


a. Kampala, Khartoum wrangle over ’kid- 
napped’ Sudanese: A row is brewing between 
Sudan and Uganda over the alleged disappear- 
ance in Kampala of two relatives of a Sudanese 
diplomat. 


The police, Aug 5, said they were investigating how two 
members of the family of Hassan Yusuf Nyor, the first secretary 
at the Sudanese embassy in Kampala, reportedly disappeared 
a week ago. i 


Police spokesman Asuman Mugenyi said the alleged abduc- 
tion was being investigated. 


“The CID is aware of the case and they have instituted 
investigations into the matter," he said. The Sudan ambassador, 
Surajjudin Ahmed Yusuf, said, “I have information that armed 
Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) rebels kidnapped the 
two people at gunpoint in the middle of the city." 


The chieftaincy of military intelligence chief, Col. Noble 
Mayombo, said the information given to the government by the 
Sudan embassy was too scanty to kick off investigations. 


He said: "The embassy has not provided us with photographs 
of the peopie and other details like who they are and when they 
entered here. l 


it is hard to carry out investigations in such a situation.” 
Mayombo said there was a need to know whether they entered 
the country through Entebbe international airport or through other 


_ entry points like Busia. 
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b. Journalist detained, daily seized: The 
Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) has ex- 
pressed concern that Sudanese freelance journalist 
Youssef al-Bashir Moussa, a contributor to the 
private daily Al-Sahafa, has PORN jailed for more 
than a week. 


Editors at Al-Sahafa told CPJ that ina paper "an a story by 
Moussa on July 28 reporting that several students were killed in 
a car accident during military training in southwestern Sudanese 
province of Darfur, where clashes between government forces 
and rebels have recently occurred. 


Editors later learned the story was inaccurate and ran a 
correction. 


Security forces detained Moussa the following day, July 29. 
Al-Sahafa editor Adil al-Baz told CPJ that his colleagues had 
contacted local officials who said that he would be released but 
were not given a specific date. 


in May, Moussa was imprisoned for nearly three weeks after 
he reported that the Sudanese President was considering firing 
the governors of the three states of Darfur. 


In an unrelated incident-on July 29, security forces seized 
that day’s edition of the paper because. of another article about 
talks between rebels and the government in Darfur; which al-Baz 


said authorities did not want covered. Sete 


Snn 


'[Background Info. Sudan, page 1114:b] 


c. Tens of thousands affected by heavy 
flooding in Kassala: Between 300,000 and 
364,000 people have been affected by severe floods 
in Kassala, eastern Sudan, the International Fed- 
eration of the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies reported, Aug 1. 


The flooding was caused after the river Gash - which runs 
through the city - burst its banks following heavy rains. Flooding 
caused the river to break through barriers erected in 1988 to 
protect the city, allowing it to take a new course right through 
the centre of the town. 


Most of the affected were sleeping outside on high ground 


to avoid the water, and there were reports of missing people, _ 


the IFRC said. The Sudanese Red Crescent, NGOs, UN 
agencies and local government officials were trying to rescue 
hundreds of people cut off by floods, it added. 


At least 600 buildings have been swept away and a key 
bridge in the city submerged, effectively cutting Kassala in 
half. 


The floodwaters, which rose to a reported 2.7 metres, have 
inundated the city including the central market, the university, 
two bridges, government buildings, the railroad and at least three 
residential areas. 


The hospital and a boarding school in the city have also been 
evacuated and the offices of some humanitarian agencies 
abandoned. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
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SWAZILAND. 


a. Activists threaten action: King Mswati Ill's _ 
hope of turning the Global 2003 Smart Partnership 
International Dialogue into a celebration of his reign 
is facing a challenge by pro-democracy groups 
intent on using the gathering of Commonwealth 
heads of state as an opportunity to eapees the 
lawlessness of royal leadership. 


"The time has passed for modest demonstrations that 
are ignored by government,” Jan Sithole, secretary-general 
of the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU), said, 
Aug 8. 

"We have been demonstrating since November 28, 2002, 
when the Prime Minister overturned the rule of law in this country. 
The Smart Partnership delegates and heads of state must know 
the truth about their hosts," Sithole said. In November 2002, 
Prime Minister Sibusiso Dlamini issued a statement declaring 
the government's intention to ignore Court of Appeal rulings that 
overturned Mswati’s power to rule by decree. 


The move precipitated a rule-of-law crisis that saw the forced 
retirement or reassignment of high court judges who had ruled 
against palace interests, the indictment of the director of public - 
prosecutions on conspiracy charges, and the resignation of the 
entire Court of Appeal bench. 
{Background-info-Swaziland, page 1116a] 


b. Journalists face stiff sentences under new 
Bill: The Swaziland government moved toward 
imposing five-year jail terms on journalists found 
guilty of contravening the country’s proposed Se- 
_crecy Act, it was reported, Aug 8. 


The proposed act bars journalists from publishing information 
regarded by the government as top secret. 


Civil servants found guilty of disclosing such information face 
the same punishment. Details of the new law are currently being 
discussed by the cabinet following the move by parliament, on 
July 29, to approve the proposed legislation. 

The new regulations are intended to force isubnaliats and 
media outlets to reveal their news sources when called upon to 
do so by the authorities. The move is widely seen’ as an effort 
to clamp down on journalism as a profession. 


"f a journalist is convicted of contravening the Secrecy . 


Act, he or she faces a minimum sentence of more than 


US$3,000 (R25,000) or five years in jail," a cabinet source 
said. 

“However, a judge is still at liberty to exercise his or her 
discretion when delivering the sentence. This will depend on the 
extent of the damages caused by publication of the confidential 
information," he added. "If a journalist is found in possession 
of confidential government documents, the government will seek 
a court order forcing that particular journalist or media house to 
disclose the source of the information. 

(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Swaziland, page 1029:b} 
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UGANDA 


a. Lord’s Resistance Army rebels kill 20 in 
Teso: The LRA rebels struck Teso, Aug 10, and 
killed about 20 civilians in scattered raids. 


The rebels attacked the home of President Yoweri Museveni's 
- press assistant, Onapito Ekomoloit, in Wera Sub County and 
hacked four people to death. 


"Am deeply shocked because the LRA can go that far and 
kill people in front of my house," Onapito told The Monitor on 
phone, Aug 10. 


Civilian and security sources said that the LRA rebels also 
attacked Atirir town at 5:30 am, Aug 10, killing seven boys and 
torching an unspecified number of shops after looting them. The 
rebels also struck Odudui, some 16 kilometres north of Soroti, 
and killed seven civilians. Sources reported that the rebels were 
avenging their eight colleagues killed by the army. Aug 9, after 
they looted Katine trading centre. 


In the ‘attack, Aug 10, the rebels also set ablaze a trailer 
laden with assorted merchandise at Olwelai, five miles alang the 
Soroti-Lira highway. As the rebels struck again, hundreds of 
people fled their villages and accused the LRA of adopting a 
scofched-earth policy. : 

_ UPDF kills 7 rebels: The UPDF, Aug 7, said it had killed 
seven rebels of the Lord's Resistance Army, in two aerial and 
ground_operations in Katakwi. 


~ "We launched both aerial and ground attacks on Tubuley’s 
thugs and killed six of them-in Acowa yesterday (Aug 7)” said 
the army spokesman, Maj. Shaban Bantariza. 


The government troops used armoured personnel carriers 
and helicopter gunships during the attack. Bantariza said that 
three soldiers were slightly wounded in the fighting. Another 
encounter was at Agonga where the army said it killed one 
rebel. 


"We recovered three SMGs and three mortar bombs," 
Bantariza said. He said the other districts in the north namely 
Lira, Gulu and Pader were calm after more than 20 civilians were 
slain in Lira recently. 


The LRA, which is active in northern’ Uganda, has been 
fighting against President Yoweri Museveni’s secular government 
since 1988. It aims to replace it with an administration that would 
enforce the Ten Commandments. 


But the group is better known for its atrocities against 
civilians, and has been condemned by a wide range of human 
rights groups and aid agencies. 


Govt extends amnesty to rebels: The government has 
made a six-month extension of the amnesty for those who 
renounce rebellion. 

it had expired on July 17. 

Amnesty commissioner Thomas Kisembo said the extension 
would be necessary since there were still many rebels who 
wanted to benefit from the amnesty programme. 


African Chronicle 


July 30-—-August 12, 2003 


A total of 600 Allied Democratic Front (ADF) rebels are 
currently camped in Beni in Congo (DR) waiting to benefit from 
the programme. 


Kisembo said in an interview that the rebels had ceased 
fighting and were waiting to hear from the commission. 


He said the commission was working with MONUC (the UN 
mission in Congo), to ensure the return and rehabilitation of the 
former rebels. He said there were other ex-rebels in .Nairobi, 
Kenya, awaiting repatriation. 

"This amnesty has had an impact. In the west (Rwenzori 
region). it played a big role to end the rebellion. The problem in 
the north is that as others surrender those still fighting abduct 
and recruit new fighters,” Kisembo said. 


[Background Info. Uganda, page 1115:a] 


b. Twenty drown in lake Albert mishap: Twenty 
people drowned in Lake Albert at Ruunga landing 
site, Aug 5, when their two boats capsized. 


Another 18 were rescued by the police marine. The regional 
midwestern police commander, Grace Turyagumanawe, said the 
boats from Panyamur in Nebbi district, were headed for Bugoma 
in Hoima district. 


Turyagumanawe said they were carrying merchandise worth 
millions of shillings’ He attributed the accident to overloading. 
and bad weather. 

The owner of the boats, Ochoki Omirembe,-also died in the 
accident. Turyagumanawe said the victims were residents of Susa 
village in Kyangwali and Panyimur sub-counties in Nebbi district. 
He said four bodies had so far been recovered. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


ZAMBIA 


a. Task Force charges Chiluba with theft: 
Former President Frederick Chiluba has been 
formally arrested and charged on 96 counts of theft 
of over US$40 million (about K200 billion). 


The Supreme Court sitting in Kabwe did not hear the case 
in which Chiluba has appealed and challenged the state’s act 
to try him in the subordinate court. 


Police sources said Chiluba, who was saene to 
Woodlands police station by the Task Force, would be jointly 
charged with former finance permanent secretary Stella 
Chibanda, former chief economist at ministry of finance Bede 
Mphande, former ambassador to the US Attan Shansonga and 
former Intelligence chief Xavier Chungu. 


Task Force spokesperson said Chiluba was facing 96 counts 
of theft by a public servant allegedly committed during his 10 
year tenure as Republican President and was later released on 
police bond. 

“Former President Dr. Chiluba was this morning (Aug 5) 
arrested for offences involving theft by a public servant contrary 
to Section 272 and 277 of the Penal Code, Cap 87 of the laws 
of Zambia,” said the spokesperson. 
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He said Chiluba would appear in court with others on August 
27, 2003. 


The Task Force investigating. plunder of national resources 
recently recorded a statement from Chiluba concerning US $29 
million, about K140 billion, he is alleged to have stolen. 


[Background Info. Zambia, page 1079:a] 


b. 3 MPs end parliament boycott: Three Forum 
for Democracy and. Development (FOD) Members 
of Parliament (MPs), Aug 7, remained in the House 
as other opposition back-benchers trooped out on 
the eighth day of their protest. 


The three FDD MPs who remained in the House were 
Mathew Mwale (Chipata), Levy Ngoma (Sinda) and Roy Grey 
(Nyimba), 

FDD has 12 MPs representing Chipata, Sinda, Kapoche, 
Nyimba, Rufunsa, Munali, Lusaka Central, Matero, Mandevu, 
Chawama, Mkaika and Mangango constituencies 


- Other FDD members, Lusaka Central MP Dipak Patel who 
is commerce minister, his deputy Geoffrey Samukonga, agricul- 
ture deputy minister Chance Kabaghe, and Mandevu MP Patricia 
Nawa, have not been boycotting Parliament. 

’ MPs absenting themselves Trom the. House will not get 


Constituency Development Fund (CDF) for Their-areas if they 
continue walking out, government said, Aug 7. 


Local Government and housing minister Sylvia Masebo said ~ 


in Lusaka that MPs had a vital role to play in the management 
of CDF and needed to-be in the House when the guidelines were 
given. 

c. Public sector workers begin strike: Zam- 
bia’s public sector workers, Aug 10, launched a 
three-day nationwide strike to force the government 
to honour a wage increase agreement. 


The unions ignored an appeal by President Levy 
Mwanawasa, Aug 9, who feared strike action would damage the 
economy and cripple the government. 


"am making a passionate appeal to you not to strike so that 
we can find other ways of resolving this matter,” Mwanawasa 
said. 


Secretary-general of the civil servants union of Zambia, 
Darrison Chaala, said that the unions were prepared for a 
series of strikes until the government bowed to their 
demands. 


“The nationwide strike by government workers starts today 
(Aug 10) and ends on Wednesday (Aug 13), when we hope the 
government would have agreed to pay better wages and give 
workers their housing allowance. 


if they don’t act on our demands, we shall go on strike again 
for a week and if, after a week, the government of President 
Mwanawasa does not react positively, the strike will be indefinite 
and operations of the government are bound to suffer greatly,” 
Chaala said. 


(SOURCE: Times of Zambia, Lusaka) 
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ZIMBABWE 


a. Govt-MDC talks gather pace behind the 
scene: Direct informal talks between the ruling 
Zanu-PF and the opposition Movement for Demo- 
cratic Change (MDC) are on to clear contested 
issues before dialogue officially starts, it was 
reported, Aug 31. 


Top diplomatic sources said a Zanu-PF delegation led by 
Patrick Chinamasa and an MDC team led by Welshman Ncube 
had been engaged in "face-to-face brainstorming meetings” to 
resume talks that broke down in 2002. 


Chinamasa was the Zanu-PF group leader while Ncube was 
the MDC head of delegation to the botched talks initiated by 
south African President Thabo Mbeki and his Nigerian counter- 
part Olusegun Obasanjo in 2002. 


Zanu-PF polithuro members Nicholas Goche and Elliot 
Manyika and MDC spokesman Paul Themba Nyathi and deputy 
secretary-general Gift Chimanikire have also been involved in 
the talks. | 


issues at stake include confidence-building measures, Presi- 
dent Mugabe’s legitimacy, the constitution, political violence, 
economic recovery and land. 


Sources close to the behind-the-scenes manoeuvres said 


he two parties were tryina_to 
issues. 


dialogue resumes," a source said. “The aim is to tackle contested 
matters as part of confidence-building to pave way for a 
negotiated settlement.” sources said. 


Cash crisis persists: The cash crisis continued to grip the 
country, Aug 4, with long queues at banks and building societies 
as people tried to withdraw money. 


And cross-border traders, who admitted to holding large 
sums of money outside the country, insisted that they needed a 
government guarantee for the safe return of the externalised 
cash. Some businessmen stashing away cash are believed to 
have adopted a wait-and-see attitude towards the government's 
two months deadline to abolish the $500 note in favour of a new 
note. 


The president of the Cross-border Traders Association Killer 
Zivhu, Aug 4, said members of the organisation were still waiting 
for government to give a guarantee for the traders to return with 
the $500 notes in bulk. 


Zivhu said dealers were still at Roadport in Harare. "Nothing 
is being done about all these things. Our members just need 
assurances about safety of the money back home," he said. 


In Harare, banks continued to limit cash withdrawals to 
between $5,000 and $20, 000, but the situation was said to be 
recovering slowly. 


The queues are not as long and winding as they were at the 
end of the month, a fact that could be attributed to the fact that 
most people would be withdrawing their salaries at the end of 
the month. 


Re cece ON TENONO 
ey are battling to clear divisive issues before forma 
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10,000 families resettled on Nuanetsi Ranch: The President Mugabe, Aug 10, lashed out at what he said were ”. 


Government has pegged and demarcated: 54,000 hectares of 
land at Nuanetsi Ranch to settle more than 10,000 families 
who had been unlawfully staying at the ranch, it was reported, 
Aug 5. 

The land is part of the 150,000 hectares that had been 
earmarked for an all-year round irrigated maize crop to end 
chronic food shortages in Masvingo. 


A Chinese company, Chinese Water and Electrical (CWE), 
won the tender to clear the 150,000 hectares of land that is going 
to be put under irrigated maize. The company is still to begin 
clearing the land. Masvingo chief lands officer Aube Musanhu 
said about 8,000 families would be allocated A1 plots while 2,500 
families would get A2 plots. 


Musanhu said the Agricultural Rural Development Authority 
would get between 10,000 and 14,000 hectares from the 
demarcated land to put under irrigation. 


"We are going to give plots to people who were not properly 
settled at the ranch after they invaded it a long time ago. We 
are also going to allocate the land to people like soldiers who 
were in the Democratic Republic of Congo,” he said. 


Musanhu said the people who were going to be given plots 
would undertake irrigation in future. They would get different 


sizes of plots with the remaining land being used for cattle 
ywewuucuon purposes. Masvingo provincial aaministrator Al- 


phonse Chikurira confirmed the move and said CWE would still 
clear the remaining 96,000 hectares. 


[Background info. Zimbabwe, page 1116:a] 


b. Tsvangirai treason trial to go ahead: The 
treason case against Morgan Tsvangirai, leader of 
Zimbabwe's opposition Movement for Democratic 
Change (MDC), ts expected to proceed after the 
country’s High Court ruled, Aug 8, that there was 
sufficient evidence against him of conspiring in a 
plot to kill. President Robert Mugabe. 


The court dismissed similar charges against MDC secretary- 
general Welshman Ncube, and the party’s shadow agriculture 
minister, Renson Gasela, local newspaper The Daily News 
reported. The state’s case hinges on a videotape of a meeting 
in Canada between Tsvangirai and political consultant Ari 
Ben-Menashe, which it says captured Tsvangirai discussing 
Mugabe's “elimination”. — 

Tsvangirai has denied these claims, arguing the video was 
doctored to discredit the MDC. Currently free on bail, he faces 
a possible death sentence if convicted of the plot. 


The court's decision came amid speculation that the MDC 
and ruling ZANU-PF may agree to resume church-brokerec talks. 
In recent weeks members of the clergy have been shuttling 
between the parties in an attempt to break the political impasse. 


local and international attempts to unseat him. The South African 
news agency SAPA reported that although Mugabe made no 
direct mention of the MDC during his address at the annual 
Heroes' Day commemoration, he called on Zimbabwe's “internal 
enemies" to "repent" and work in unity with the government. 


(SOURCE: Independéfice, Harare and Hindu, Madras) 
[Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 1091:a] 


REGIONAL $$ 


a. Anglicans in Africa criticize US gay bishop: 
Anglican church leaders across Africa, where 
homosexuality is widely scorned, denounced, Aug 
6, a decision installing an open gay bishop in the 
US Episcopal Church. ` 

They predicted a schism in the global Anglican Communion 
unless the decision is overturned. - 


Quoting Scripture, angry church leaders from the conserva- 
tive continent said their US counterparts were deviating from the 
Bible by approving the Reverend Gene Robinson, who.lives with 
his gay partner, as the bishop of the state of New Hampshire. 

Homosexuality, they said adamantly, is a sin that the church 
shouid do nothing to endorse. 


“Its wrong and it's against the Bible", said the Reverend 
Joseph Mutie Kanuku, the bishop of the Machakos diocese east 
of Nairobi. l 


"How can we go against God’s word? Two men being joined 
is contrary to nature and contrary to the Bible”. 


African homosexuals remain closeted in all but South Africa, 
where there is somewhat more openness toward gays. African 
leaders regularly condemn homosexuality as a Western lifestyle 
choice that is being exported abroad. "But it’s not in the open. 
It’s taboo. It's against the teachings of the Bible, and we know 
it. Those who do it do it in shame". Such anti-gay beliefs, 
common as well in Asia and South America, are difficult to ignore 
by a church that finds most of its growth in the developing world. 

Acknowledging that some in the church are "gravely 
concerned": by the appointment of an openly .gay bishop, 
Rowan Williams, the archbishop of Canterbury and spiritual 
head of the world’s 79 million Anglicans, urged restraint among 
the faithful. — 


“Difficult days lie -ahead for the Anglican Church," Williams 
said, Aug 6, in London. “it is my hope that the church in America 
and the rest of the Anglican Communion will have the opportunity 
to consider this development before significant and irrevocable 
deicisions are made in response". 


(SOURCE: Asian Age, New Delhi) 
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ALGERIA 


a. Six independent dailies suspended: The 
International Federation.of Journalists (IF J), Aug 19, 
protested against the suspension of six independent 
dailies of Algeria. 

The decision to suspend the newspapers has been officially 
justified for commercial reasons. 

The newspapers affected are all independent publications. 
Le Soir d’Algrie,. Libert, El-Watan, Le Matin, El-Khabar, Expres- 
sion and Er-Ra were notified with a warning to pay their debts 
to the state-owned printing houses or incur suspension. 


"The decision to suspend six of the most popular inde- 
pendent dailies is unacceptable," said IFJ general secretary 
Aidan White. "The real reason: for this punitive action lies 
elsewhere. This is a bureaucratic manoeuvre to silence the 
free press in Algeria.” 

The suspension of the dailies has provoked widespread 
condemnation within the Algerian independent media commu- 
nity and civil society, with some political groups seeing this 
decision as a clear governmental attempt to interfere with the 
functioning of newspapers for next year’s elections. 


"Algerian journalists have already suffered enough. They do 
not need this latest dose of intimidation, which sharply contradicts 
the commitment made by the Algerian government to continue 
on the road to press freedom and democracy," said Aidan White. 
"We call upon the Algerian authorities to revoke this decision 
immediately”. 

(SOURCE: Le Matin, Algiers) 


BOTSWANA 


a. Death penalty condemned: The execution 
of a convicted murderer in July has re-opened the 
controversy over the administration of the death 
penalty in Botswana, it was reported, Aug 10. 

Lehlohonolo Bernard Kobedi was hanged on July 18 in 
what has been described as a "secret" execution, which has 
been condemned by Ditshwanelo, the Botswana Centre for 
Human Rights. 

"Kobedi was executed without the knowledge of his lawyers. 
Advocates for Kobedi were not allowed to see him in the days 
before his execution,” explained Ditshwanelo director, Alice 
Mogwe. 


.. "Kobedi formally requested, in writing, that Ditshwanelo be 
allowed to visit him and we had requested, in writing, permission 
to visit. The commissioner of prisons denied us access to 
Kobedi,"” she said. During the 10 years since Kobedi was first 
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arrested in 1993 for the murder of a policeman, Ditshwanelo 
complained of alleged irregularities and lack of proper legal 
process that characterised the case. 


In the five years since his initial trial when he was sentenced 
to death, Kobedi was represented by four. different lawyers and 
spent 56 months on death row. In January 2003, the Court of 
Appeal rejected his suit because of procedural technicalities, 
shifting the moral responsibility for his case to the Clemency 
Committee and President Festus Mogae. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


BURUNDI 


a. Thousands flee fresh fighting near Bujum- 
bura: An estimated 15,000 people have fled their 
homes at Mpanda commune, 12 km northwest of 
Bujumbura, following two days of fighting between 
Forces Nationales de Liberation (FNL) rebels led 
by peation Rwasa and the army, local officials said, 

ug 19. 


The fighting could undermine talks that began in Pretoria, 
Aug 19, between Burundian President Domitien Ndayizeye and 
the largest rebel movement in the country, the Cons@itNational 
de Defense de la Democratie-Forces pour la Defense dela ` 
Democratie (CNDD-FDD) faction led by Pierre Nkurunziza, an 
official, said. — 


Confirming the Mpanda fighting, FNL spokesman Pas- 
teur Habimana said the movement had “faced” the army 
since, Aug 17. 


"The army is chasing us into Rukoko forest an FNL 
stronghold bordering the commune," he said. "This followed the 
attack of our movement against a military position, Aug 15, at 
Mpanda, where we killed three soldiers and seized one machine 
gun." 


However, a senior army officer in Mpanda dismissed 
Habimana’s claim that the FNL had killed three soldiers. "The 
army is fighting the FNL at Mpanda but | cannot tell you the 
number of people already killed or injured. 1! know that a large 
number of the population of Mpanda and its surroundings fled 
as operations of chasing the rebels continued," he said. 

On Aug 18, FNL rebels staged another attack at a military 
position at Nyambuye zone in Bujumbura Rural Province, in 
which four soldiers were killed, Habimana said. However, army 
spokesman Augustin Nzabampema denied the allegation, saying 
only one person was killed. > 

| (SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Burundi, page 1105:a] 
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CAMEROON 


a. Cameroonian judge elected to Rwanda 
tribunal: Justice Florence Rita Arrey is the fourth 
out of the 18 judges elected on merit to work for 
the UN war crimes tribunal. 


The United Nations Security Council has established a poo! 
of 18 temporary judges to heip the United Nations War Crimes 
Tribunal for Rwanda complete its work on time. The 18 were 
selected by vote in an election organised by the UN Secretary 
General, Kofi Annan. Cameroon-born justice Florence Rifa Arrey, 
(technical adviser at the Supreme Court), emerged fourth, in 
order of merit, scoring 154 votes. 


The judges, who will be attached to the office of the 
prosecutor, based in Arusha, Tanzania, are expected to facilitate 
the process of prosecution of people responsible for the genocide 
- and other serious violations of international humanitarian law 
committed in the territory of Rwanda between January 1 and 
_ December 31, 1994. The tribunal may also deal with prosecution 
of Rwandan citizens responsible for genocide and other such 
violations of international law committed in neighbouring states 
over the same period. 


The Rwanda tribunal was created in Arusha, Tanzania, 
November 1994 to try Rwandan army, the youth militia and 
supporters who slaughtered civilians, mainly Tutsi and other 


moderate Hutus. So far, it has registered a plausible achievement — 


with the indictment of over 60 suspects, 50 of whom have been 
arrested in some 20 countries in Africa, Europe and North 
America. In co-operation with these countries, the Tribunal 
successfully transferred them to Arusha. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Bangui closes border with Congo: The 
government of the Central African Republic (CAR) 
has closed its border with the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, halting transportation of goods and 
people across the River Oubangui, state-owned 
Radio Centrafrique reported, Aug 21. 


. The Oubangui forms a border between the two countries for 
at least 1,500 km. 
Quoting an inter-ministeriai decision signed, Aug 21, by the 
ministers Col Paulin Bondeboli of public security; Marcel Malonga 
of territorial administration; Sonny Pokomandji of transport and 


the secretary of state for defence, Col Jules Wande, the radio - 


said traffic was suspended across the river between Bangui and 
the northwestern Congolese town of Zongo. 


The radio did not give the reason for the border closure. 
However, it came days after another inter-ministerial decree 
prohibiting the importation, sale and use of mobile phones 
supplied by a DRC-based telecommunication operator. 


Trade has flowed across both banks of the Oubangui for 
decades, with the DRC supplying its neighbour with food and 
the CAR sending manufactured goods to the DRC. 
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The government has ordered the police, the gendarmerie 
and an amphibious unit to implement its decision immediately. 
While that might be an easy task in major cities, it could prove 
to be more difficult in rural areas where populations on both 


‘banks of the river belong to the same ethnic groups. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Ituri militias agree to work with Transitional 
Government: Militias in the embattled Ituri District 
of northeastern Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
have agreed to work together with the newly 
inaugurated Transitional Government in restoring 
state authority across the region, Thomas Lubanga, 
head of the Union des Patriotes Congolais (UPC) 
said, Aug 25. 

The news follows several days of discussions held in the 
national capital, Kinshasa, between 29 representatives of 
numerous rival militias and the new national government, aimed 
at including the armed groups in a peace and reconciliation 
process from which they had complained of being excluded. 


In a memorandum of understanding signed at the end of the 
talks, the Ituri militias pledged to end hostilities in the region and 
to bring an end to “uncontrolled” groups that have continued to 
commit massacres despite the signing of several ceasefire 
agreements. 


"We decided to put past stumbling blocks behind us in favour 
of focusing on ways in which we could participate in restoring 
peace in the region," Lubanga said, after a meeting with DRC 
President Joseph Kabila. "We met with the President in an effort 
to work towards what is most important for the Congolese people: 
the reunification of the country,” he said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
{Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1107:a] 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Government accuses UN mission of in- 
creasing border tension: The Ethiopian govern- 
ment, Aug 18, accused the UN peacekeeping force 
= eae tensions along the contested border with 

ritrea. 


It hit out after a complaint by the UN Mission in Ethiopia and 
Eritrea (UNMEE) that Ethiopian troops in military uniform had 
encroached the off-limits buffer zone separating the two 
countries to play football. 

UNMEE spokeswoman Gail Bindley Taylor Sainte said the 
men were armed and should not have crossed into the 25 
kilometre wide Temporary Security Zone (TSZ), describing it as 
a violation of a peace accord between the two sides. 


But the Ethiopian government accused UNMEE of overre- 
acting and insisted it had not violated the June 2000 cessation 
of hostilities agreement. 

"What increases the tension along the border is the 
seriousness with which UNMEE treats this,” Zemedkun Tekle, 
spokesman at the ministry of information said, Aug 18. 
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He asserted that the troops which entered the TSZ were 
unarmed, arguing that under the peace deal only the "armed 
forces" of both countries were banned from entering the buffer 
area. "UNMEE has repeatedly asked both parties to get closer 
and open talks," Zemedkun said. "But now it is strictly trying to 
stop an unarmed Ethiopian army from playing football inside the 
TSZ and taking the incidents very seriously instead of trying to 
solve the major problem between the two parties." 


(SOURGE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 


GUINEA BISSAU 


a. Security Council expresses concern over 
delayed electoral process: The United Nations 
Security Council, Aug 9, expressed concern over 
the delay in the registration of voters for Guinea 
Bissau’s upcoming parliamentary elections and 
appealed to the government ta speed up the 
process and redouble efforts to restore good 
governance. : 


The Councils president for August, ambassador Michail 
Wehbe of Syria, said in a statement that the 15-member body 
“commended President Koumba Yal and encouraged him and 
his government to continue working towards the holding of the 
legislative elections in a transparent, fair and credible manner.” 


Speaking after a briefing by David Stephen, UN Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan’s envoy to Guinea-Bissau, ambassador 
Wehbe said the Council had been updated on developments 
since it sent a delegation to the country in late June. 


"Members of the Security Council welcomed the progress 
made since the joint visit of the Security Council and ECOSOC 
[UN Economic and Social Council], especially the announcement 
by the President for the parliamentary elections, which constitute 
an important factor for the stability of the country," he said. 

Noting that Guinea-Bissau's electoral commission has invited 
the international community to send observers to the voting, 
Council members appealed to organizations to respond positively 
to that request. They also commended those who pledged the 
‘resources necessary to organize the elections. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


IVORY COAST 


a. France arrests people for planning to 
destabilise Ivory Coast: France arrested 11 people 
who were planning to destabilise Ivory Coast with 
the assistance of mercenaries. 

An Ivorian, police source said they included Master Sargent 
Ibrahim Coulibaly, commonly known in Ivory Coast as "IB", a key 
figure in the 1999 coup that brought to power the short-lived 
military government of Col Robert Guei. 

Coulibaly had lived in exile in Burkina Faso since Guei 
stepped down to make way for the present elected government 
of President Laurent Gbagbo in 2000. 

‘All 11 were arrested, Aug 23, at the Paris airport under the 
terms of a new law to combat the activities of mercenaries on 
French territory, which came into effect on April 15. 


A civil war broke out in Ivory Coast on September 19, 2002, 
which led to rebel forces seizing control of the north of the 
country. Despite the signing of a peace agreement in January 
2003, and the establishment of a government of national unity 
in March, the country remains divided. 


b. Government releases 54 political prison- 
ers under amnesty law: The government of Ivory 
Coast has released 54 political prisoners accused 
of supporting rebels who occupy the north of the 
country under the terms of an amnesty law which 
was approved by parliament recently, a ‘justice 
ministry spokesman said. 


The spokesman said, Aug 11, that the 16 military personnel 
and 38 civilians were released from prison in Abidjan, Aug 9. 
Most were arrested after civil war broke out in September 2002, 
but some had been in detention since disturbances at the time 
of the September 2000 presidential election. 


Most of those freed were members of the opposition Rally 
of Republicans (RDR) party of Alassanne Ouattara, who sought 
refuge in the French embassy as the fighting broke out and 
subsequently went into exile in France. 


Ouattara, a northerner who served as Prime Minister under 
ivory Coast's first President, Felix Houphouet Boigny, was 
banned from standing as a presidential candidate in the 2000 
elections on the grounds that he was not Ivorian. 


President Laurent Gbagbo has said Ouattara is free to come 
home and his party is represented in parliament, but is still 
regarded with suspiscion as being pro-rebel by the head of state 
and his Ivorian Popular Front (FPI) party. Prominent RDR figures 
released at the weekend included Ahmed Bassam, the head of 
ASH, the company which collects rubbish and cleans the streets 
in Abidjan, and Ali Keita, a public relations officer of the party. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
{Background Info. Ivory Coast, page 1118:a] 


KENYA 


a. Vice-President Wamalwa dead: Kenya's 
Vice-President Wamalwa, 56, died of pancreatitis, 
Aug 23, at the Royal Free Hospital, Hampstead. 


President Mwai Kibaki announced his deputy's death over 
state television. 


Wamaiwa, who was admitted to hospital in June, was being 
treated by Britain's top AIDS expert, Dr. Margaret Johnson. He 
is the third minister to die in Kibaki’s eight-month-old cabinet. 


Wamalwa's death has come at a time President Kibaki’s 
NARC government is embroiled in a row. and split over power 
sharing. A section of the government is pressing for Raila Odinga 
to be appointed executive prime minister, a demand Kibaki has 
rejected arguing the country cannot have two governments. 


A Kenyan delegation comprising MPs Wafula Wamunyinyi 
(Kanduyi), Or. Boniface Khalwale (Ikolomani) and Silvestor 
Wakoli (Bumala) visited Wamalwa in London at the beginning 
of August and said he was responding well to treatment. 
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In May, Wamalwa married Yvonne Nambia in a grand 
ceremony. It was Wamalwa’s second wedding. In an interview 
then, Wamalwa said he proposed to Yvonne within 15 minutes 
of meeting her at a London hotel on his way to the US. 


Wamalwa was Kibaki's running mate in the original National 
Alliance Party of Kenya, the initial opposition alliance that was 
later to be joined by the Liberal Democratic Party to form the 
now ruling National Rainbow Coalition. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


LIBERIA 


a. Rebels sign peace accord: After 14 years 
of civil strife, a new dawn of peace appeared 
imminent for the people of Liberia when its interim 
government and rebel groups finally signed an 
agreement to end the conflicts. 


The deal, signed in Ghana, provides for a power-sharing 
administration due to take charge in October and pave the way 
for democratic elections to be held not later than 2008, it was 
reported, Aug 20. The factions had, Aug 18, agreed on the size 
of the interim government and the number of representatives for 

each group in parliament. 


Under the peace pact, the new interim President Moses Blah 
will step down by October 14, while the new transitional 
government takes over by January 2006. The deal also provides 
that neither of the two positions in the transitional government - 
chairman and vice chairman will go to the current government 
or the two rebel groups, LURD and MODEL. 


The Chairman and vice-chairman are to be chosen from 
shortlists submitted by political parties and civil society groups. 


However, the factions are free to start naming their 
representatives to the transitional government. 


LURD drops demand: After drawn-out talks in Ghana's 
capital Accra, the main rebel group LURD dropped its demand 
for the number two post in the new government due to take 
power in mid-October. 


The mediators said there were still some points to be agreed, 
including the exact process of appointing top officials and the 
size of the parliament, before a final draft agreement could be 
drawn up. They said members of the warring factions would not 
be eligible for the top four posts in the interim administration, 
but the rebels were trying to get the rules relaxed to allow them 
to nominate candidates for the top two jobs in parliament. 


The mediators hoped the signing ceremony would take place 
once the draft agreement had been circulated among delegates 
from the government, rebel groups, political parties and civil 
society groups. The interim government will replace the current 
administration led by new President Moses Blah, in power since 
warlord-turned-president Charles Taylor quit under international 
pressure recently and went into exile in Nigeria. 


Since Taylor launched a rebellion in 1989, Liberia has seen 


little but violence and has been the epicentre of a regional cycle 
of bioodshed in which 250,000 people have been killed. 
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Rebels cede control of Monrovia to peacekeepers: 
Rebels handed over control of their territory including the vital 
port, to West African and US troops, Aug 14, lifting two months 
of siege against the isolated and starving city. The US 
ambassador, John Blaney, and the rebel chief of staff, Abdullah 
Sherrif, shook hands in the centre of a bridge marking the 
front-line of the war-divided capital, signalling the rebel handover. 


Small number of West African peacekeeping forces and US 
marines crossed into rebel territory after the ceremony. At least 
four West African military vehicles went directly to the port, 
control of which is crucial to getting food and other aid flowing 
again, particularly to the famished government-held side of the 
capital. 

Firing into the air, insurgents left the port and retreated north, 
heading toward the Po River, their promised new boundary 
outside the city. They kept their AK-47s,- recket-launchers and 
other arms, and many carried away stereos, sacks of food aid, 
and other loot. 

(See Analysis, page 1140) 


It was not immediately clear if the insurgents had complied 
with their pledge to pull out of the city entirely by August 14. 
Pressing, excited masses on both sides cheered as two US 
fighter jets swooped back and forth above the crowd. 


West African forces held back hungry crowds on the 
government side. Civilians on the former rebel side rushed to 
the bridge by the thousands, shouting, "We want peace!" 


The peacekeepers, trying to curb the chaos, turned them 
back. Opening of the frontlines came as scores of US Marines 
landed at Liberia's airport, 45 minutes’ drive outside the capital. 
The US said, Aug 13, it would send 200 troops, including a 
150-member rapid reaction force, in support of the 10-day-old 
West African peace mission. The developments followed the 
resignation and departure of the President, Charles Taylor, a 
former warlord blamed for 14 years of conflict in Liberia. 


The US President, George W Bush, had refused to send in 
any significant number of troops until Taylor left, and rebels had 
likewise made that a condition for ceding territory in the city. 
Rebel control of the port has left hundreds of thousands on the 
government-held side with little to eat but leaves. 


(SOURCE: Statesman, Calcutta and Hindu, Madras) 
{Background Info. Liberia, page 1119:a] 


LIBYA 


a. US, UK reach deal on Lockerbie: The United 
States and Britain have reached an understanding 
with Libya, requiring the latter to renounce terrorism, 
accept responsibility for the 1988 bombing of a 
PanAm jet and compensate families of the 270 
victims, UN diplomats said. 


But a US official, speaking, Aug 12, stressed that “an 
agreement has not yet been reached”. 


At a meeting in London, Aug 11, senior officials from the 
three countries reached an understanding on how Libya could 
meet the final requirements of a Security Council resolution for 
lifting sanctions, the UN diplomats said. 


August 13-26, 2003 


Libya will pay $2.7 billion in compensation, said Mark Zaid, 
an attorney representing more than 50 relatives of victims. 


Libya vows to fight against terrorism: Libya, Aug 15, took 
- the blame for the 1988 bombing of PanAm Flight 103 and vowed 
to fight terrorism. 


In a letter delivered, Aug 15, to the UN Security Council, 
Libya said it “accepts responsibility for the actions of its officials” 
in the bombing of the jumbo jet over Lockerbie; Scotland, that 
killed 270 people. l 


The three-page letter from Libyan envoy Ahmed Own said 
Tripoli "is committed to be cooperative in the international fight 
against terrorism" and pledged "to refrain from becoming 
involved in any acts.of terrorism". 


It was an admission Libya had long resisted despite. UN 
economic sanctions and an image as a pariah in much of the 
world. In the letter, whose delivery was delayed by the New York 
power outages, Libya also pledged cooperation in any future 
criminal investigations of the PanAm bombing and said it would 
pay compensation expected to total $2.7 billion, or up to $10 
million for each of the victims’ families. 


Once the money is deposited into a special account, the 
United States and Britain said they were prepared to press the 
Security Council to lift the sanctions put on Libya in 1992. 


British ambassador Emyr Jones Parry said he would 
introduce a draft résolution, Aug 18, that would end the 
sanctions. 


It was still possible, however, that France might spoil the deal 
which was nearly 15 years in the making in a bid to wring more 
compensation out of Libya for the 1989 downing of UTA Flight 
772, a French airliner, over Niger. 


In a move that has infuriated Washington and the families of 
PanAm 103 victims, France has demanded time to try persuade 
Libya to raise the roughly 30.5 million Euros ($34.3 million) in 
compensation that the French government accepted for the 
families of the 170 victims of the UTA bombing. 


US officiais, still irked by France’s leadership in blocking UN 
approval for the US-led invasion of iraq, said Paris had privately 
threatened to veto the sanctions-ending resolution if it could not 

first have its way. 


Lifting the UN sanctions would have only a symbolic effect 
on Libya in any case. While it would help Libya try to put the 
Lockerbie matter behind it, it has no practical impact because 
the sanctions were suspended in 1999. That took place after 
Libya turned over two suspects, Abdel Basset Al-Megrahi and 
Al-Amin Khalifa Fahima, for trial in connection with their alleged 
role in the PanAm bombing. 


Megrahi, a Libyan intelligence agent, was subsequently 
convicted of the crime in 2001, while Fahima was acquitted. The 
US-British deal with Libya would not affect separate US 
sanctions, including a ban on imports of Libyan oil to the United 
States. 

The White House said, Aug 15, it would keep the American 
measures in force as Washington still had concerns about Libya's 
suspected pursuit of weapons of mass destruction, its “destruc- 
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tive role" in regional conflicts in Africa and its “poor human rights 
record and lack of democratic institutions”. 
[Background info. Libya, page 992:a] . 

b. Libya, Ghana discuss cross-border crime: 
The Libyan deputy minister for security, M Mohane, 
has called for cooperation between Ghana and 
Libya to fight the upsurge of organized and 
cross-border crime, it was reported, July 30. 


A press statement signed by Ms Adiza Ofori-Adu, public 
relations officer of the ministry of interior, said the Libyan minister 
made the call at a meeting with the deputy minister for the 
interior, Thomas Broni in Accra. 


Mohane said criminals were using the highest forms of 
technology to set up institutions for money laundering, drug 
trafficking and other high level criminal activities and there was 
the need for the two countries and all African countries to 
cooperate, in the spirit of the African Union, to fight crime on 
the continent. = 


He pointed out that Africa was being used as a corridor for 
drug trafficking and it had become necessary for African 
countries to form a security bloc to fight the menace. ` 


Mohane said Ghana had a lot of expertise when it came to 
fighting crime and checking drug trafficking and expressed his 
countries readiness to join efforts with Ghana to fight crime. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi and Asian Age, New Delhi) 


MALAWI l 


a. Religious leaders condemn harassment of 
journalists: The Public Affairs Committee (PAC), a 
grouping of various ecumenical organisations. in 
Malawi, has condemned violation of press freedom, 
and called on politicians in the ruling party to arrest 
culprits involved in the recent harassment of a 
journalist from a leading independent newspaper. 


On July 7, members of the youth wing of the ruling United 
Democratic Front (UDF) called Young Democrats, seriously 


injured Daniel Nyirenda, a photojournalists from the Nation > ` 


newspaper. 

Nyirenda was taking pictures of a fracas among divided 
party officials at a UDF mini-convention to launch the newly 
revised party's constitution in Blantyre, when the youths 
descended upon him as they chased away journalists from 
private media houses. Nyirenda was admitted for more than 
a week at the Queen Elizabeth Central Hospital. He lost two 
cameras and a cell-phone. 


PAC chairman, Monsignor Boniface Tamani, echoing other 
interest groups’ sentiments over intimidation of journalists from 
the independent media ahead of the May 2004 elections, 
demanded that UDF must ensure justice was done by bringing 
to book the violent youths of the Young Democrats. 


"The party has a duty to surrender those people that beat 
up the journalists, to police. I'm sure they know the people who 
were involved in this," said Tamani. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
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MALI 
a. European hostages freed: All 14 European 


tourists abducted six months ago in Algeria have 
been freed, the German government said, Aug 20. 


Juergen Chrobog, leader of Berlin's crisis team charged with 
freeing the hostages, said from Mali that all the hostages were 
in good health, and praised Mali President, Amadou Toumani 
Toure, saying he played a deciding role in winning tcurists’ 
freedom. 

The 14 were taken hostage on February 22 and March 8 
along with other Europeans in Sahara Desert in Algeria. 

Seventeen hostages were freed in Algeria in mid-May. A 
German hostage, Michaela Spitzer, 46, died on June 28, possibly 
of ‘heat stroke’. 

(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras) 
[Background Info. Mali, page 1121:a] 


MAURITANIA 


a. Government releases 41 Muslim activ- 
ists: The Mauritanian government released 41 Mus- 
lim clerics and political activists from prison, Aug 
25, but kept charges of anti-state activities hanging 
over them. 


They had been detained over the past four months on 
suspicion of fanning religious extremism and opposition to the 
' government of President Maaouiya Sid’Ahmed Ould Taya. 


The Muslim activists were freed as political parties are 


gearing up for presidential elections in the country of 2.5 million 


people on November 7. 


Taya faces a strong challenge from former President 
Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, who he deposed in a ccup 19 
years ago. Ould Haidalla has received strong support from the 
islamic religious community. 


The freeing of the Muslim activists was preceded, Aug 24, 
by the release of Chbih Ould Cheikh Melainine, Mauritania’s 
longest serving political prisoner. 


He challenged Taya in the 1997 presidential election, but had 
been in jail since April 2001 in the eastern town of Aioun near 
the Malian border and was suffering from poor health. 


Cheikh Melainine led the now banned Popular Front 
opposition party. He was sentenced to five years in prison for 
criminal conspiracy to commit acts of terrorism and sabotage at 
a trial which was dubbed by local and international human rights 
activists as a farce. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


MOROCCO 


a. Death for 4 in Casablanca blasts case: A 
Moroccan court, Aug 19, sentenced four persons to 
death for suicide bombings which killed 44 people 
in Casablanca on May 16, the national news agency 
MAP reported. 
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Eighty-three people received sentences ranging from 10 
months to life imprisonment. Those sentenced to death were 
three suicide bombers who ‘survived the attacks and a central 
background figure. Twelve suicide bombers were killed. in the 
attacks, which targeted western and Jewish establishments. 


The accused were charged with belonging to a criminal 
group, violating state security, sabotage and killings. The 
accused were believed to be members of the radical Islamic 
group Salafia Jihadia. It was not clear whether they had links 
with Osama Bin Laden's Al-Qaeda network. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Morocco, page 1111:a] 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Rush to offload $500 bills: The intention to 
phase out $500 notes has triggered panic in 
Mozambique where large amounts. of bills are 
stashed, it was reported, Aug 8. 


As a result, Mozambican nationals are said to be frequenting 
the eastern border city of Mutare on shopping sprees in a bid 
to offioad the notes before they cease to be legal tender. 


A manager with a clothing shop in the city said they were 
recording above normal sales as most of their customers were 
coming from across the border. ) 


"Yes, we have been having increased sales although these 
are rising gradually but certainly business has improved ever 
since the Mozambicans have been coming back to Mutare. 


“The situation is also the same with grocery shops, they are 
the only ones that can be seen pushing trolley's full of groceries 
in some of the major shops," the manager Said. 


The Mozambican nationals were said to be also targeting 
wholesales in a bid to offload the notes. 


Some butcheries on the outskirts of the city in the Zimunya 
area along the Mutare-Masvingo highway are said to running 
out of meat due to the influx of shoppers from Mozambique. 


b. Israeli prisoner escapes from the Maputo 
maximum Security jail: An Israeli citizen, arrested 
in Maputo in 2002 for possession of equipment for 
the processing of the drug Mandrax, escaped in 
mysterious circumstances from the maximum secu- 
rity. prison in the Maputo suburb of Machava. 


Police sources said that the man, named as Wahud, 
escaped, Aug 5, and has yet to be recaptured. 


The same source explained that Wahud's escape was noted 
during the routine daily check and count of the inmates. 


Maputo provincial attorney Arone Nhaca visited the prison, 
Aug 6,.to learn first hand of the mysterious escape. 


In the wake of the escape two police officiers have been 
detained, a police commander and a prison guard. 


Wahud was arrested along with his father and his uncle, in 
2002, when equipment for the processing of the drug Mandrax 
was found in their residence in the Maputo adjoining city of 
Matola. 
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c. Child trafficking: There is strong evidence of 
the practice of child trafficking in Mozambique, 
particularly in the neighbouring countries, Noticias 
reported, Aug 5. 


A source in the Foundation for Community Development 
(FDC) said that what is happening is that most of the victims 
will not denounce the traffickers for fear of repraisal. The source 
also noted that the Mozambican law is lacking in this matter. 


In its campaign against child trafficking, FDC has asked the 
Mozambican Journalists Trade Union (SNJ) to compile and 
organize information on the matter, which is becoming an 
increasingly serious concern for the government and the society 
at large. 

(See Regional, page 1139) 


A recent report published in London by the United Nations 
Children Fund (UNICEF) said that about 1.2 million children world 
wide were trafficked every year, particularly in West Africa. 


Grabriel Pereira of UNICEF explained that contrary to the 
report that Mozambique is free from this ill, evidence showed 
that this practice is of great concern. 


He said that his institution is to give all the necessary Supponi 
to uncover the traffickers’ networks, and also encourages the 
country to ratify the conventions on the matter and work out laws 
to protect children and take the criminals to justice. 


„<. (SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


NAMIBIA 


a. Amnesty International urges speedy trial 
of Caprivi treason accused: Amnesty International 
has called on the Namibian authorities to promptly 
try the defendants in the Caprivi. treason trial'or 
release them. 


in a new report released, Aug 4, entitled: Justice delayed is 
justice denied - The Caprivi treason trial, to mark the almost 
four-year delay in trial proceedings, Amnesty international 
focused on the 122 defendants in Namibia accused of high 
treason, murder and other offences in connection with the 
secessionist Caprivi uprising of August 1999. 


‘The defendants have remained in custody for close to four 
years, awaiting the resumption of their trial which is now 
scheduled for October 27, 2003. 


"When the treason trial resumes in October, the right of the 
defendants to a fair hearing may be seriously undermined,” 
Amnesty International said. 


As the report pointed out, the pre-trial rights of the defendants 
were violated following their arrest. Most of the them were 
subjected to torture and: ill-treatment, and harsh prison condi- 
tions. They were also denied access to lawyers, medical 
treatment and their families for approximately three weeks. 


b. Tourists kidnapped at knifepoint: Two 
German tourists kidnapped by a man wielding a 
kitchen knife and a knobkierie-type stick emerged 
unscathed from the nightmare experience, Aug 3. 
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A visit to the Dinosaur Tracks on the farm Otjihaenmaper- 
ero near Kalkfeld turned into a two hour drive from hell for 
Johannes Bienemann and his girlfriend, llika Jacobus, from 
Kiel in Germany. 

In a sworn statement to the police, the couple recounted that 
they arrived at the farm and spent about half an hour looking 
at the fossilised footprints. On their return to the farm’s main 


gate, they found it tied shut with a piece of wire. 


When Jacobus couldn't unfasten the gate, Bienemann 
went to help her. At that point a man appeared from behind a 
bush wielding a kitchen knife - about 30 cm long. 


Jacobus described him as being in his 20s, wearing black 
trousers and a striped green and grey T-shirt. 


The man accused the couple of damaging the gate and said 
they had to pay for the damage. 


He forced the two tourists into the back of the bakkie, locked 
the canopy and drove at breakneck speed towards Kalkveld 
along a gravel road. Just before the town, he turned off into the 
bushes, forced the tourists out of the vehicle and iheatenee 
them with the knife once again. 


c. Namibia to launch second anti-polio 
campaign: As Namibia wraps up its anti-polio 
campaign, the World Health Organisation (WHO) 
has announced a programme of mass polio immu- 
nisation in the four countries where the disease 
remains a major problem. 


WHO plans to immunise 175 million children in India, Nigeria, 
Pakistan and Egypt by the end of 2003. 


Together, the four countries account for 99 per cent of new 
cases of the disease, it was reported, Aug 1. The Namibian 
ministry of health launched a second anti-polio campaign after 
the first round did not achieve 90 per cent coverage in many 
parts of the country. 


New WHO director general, isapaeet Lee, said hë Wanted 
every child in India, Nigeria, Pakistan and Egypt to be vaccinated 
against polio. But he warned that WHO was short of funding to 
sustain the effort. 


"| want to see this disease gone once and for all. We have 
eliminated it from almost every country in the world. Now is the 
time to boost our action and resolve, and wipe it out everywhere,” 
he said. 

d. Drought hits Kunene: Communities in the 
Kunene region are feeling the effects of the drought, 
it was reported, Aug 11. 


Livestock are virtually dying by the day, with the biggest 
problem being grazing rather than water. In many areas nee 
is no grass left, but the springs are still running. 

However, communities digging for water have a problem. 

Many water holes have dried up because of poor rairis. 

When The Namibian visited the region recently, chairman of 
the Orupembe conservancy, Uriparue Tjiningire, described the 
drought as very-bad. . 

"The Himba people live off their cattle, which are dying fast. 
People are going hungry, as we are mainly meat eaters,” he 
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said. There was no grazing left in the area around the homestead. 
When asked why they did not move to an area about 20 km 
away where there was still plenty of grass, the residents said 
there was no water there. 


The spring at their homestead still had sufficient water. 


; Tjiningire said government was handing out food aid, but not 
on a regular basis. He said it was probably because they lived 
in such remote areas. 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


RWANDA 


a. Kagame set to win presidential poll: Some 
four million Rwandans will turn out to vote, Aug 25, 
in the first multi-party presidential elections since 
the ras Belgian colony achieved independence 
in 1 : 


Incumbent President Pau! Kagame is tipped to win. Kagame's 
main rival is Faustin Twagiramungu, a former Prime Minister and 
a moderate Hutu who returned to Rwanda in June after eight 
years of self-imposed exile in Europe. 


The electoral campaign, which started on August 1 and 
ended, Aug 17, has been characterised by accusations of “ethnic 
divisionism”, 

The accusation of "divisionism" is not to be taken lightly in 
' the tiny central African country, traumatised by the 1994 genocide 
during which one million people - mainly Tutsis, but also Hutu 
moderates - were slaughtered in the space of 100 days. 


Human rights organisations in the country of eight million 
people, ‘however, accuse the RPF of applying the "divisionist" 
label to all opponents it wishes to discredit. 


in addition to Kagame and Twagiramungu, whois standing 
as an independent, two other candidates, both Hutus, are in the 
running: the former minister Jean-Nepomuscene Nayinzira, an 
independent, and Alivera Mukabaramba, the first woman to run 
for president:in Rwanda. 


Presidential rival’s agents arrested: Twelve polling assis- 
tants from Faustin Twagiramungu’s camp were arrested, Aug 
24—a day before the country voted for a new president. 


His spokesman, ismail Mbonigaba, told The Monitor that 
police picked up their agents at a bar after attending a meeting 
in Twagiramungu's residence. 


"They had just finished a meeting with Twagiramungu and 
had gone for refreshments when they were arrested," Mbonigaba 
- said. 

The official said that Twagiramungu, whose campaign has 
been characterised by allegations that he was promoting ethnic 
divisions in the country, would not send any observers at the 
country's 1,800 polling stations. 


"We are worried because there may be fraud in the elections," 
the spokesman said. 
_ “But we believe that independent observers will be there to 
check, although they won't be everywhere.” 
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The official said that their camp was free to query the 
results from the polls, since they will have no firsthand 
verification. 

"We shall contest the result if we lose because the way 
people have been intimidated, harassed and forced to flee from 
our camp is a demonstration of the will to commit fraud in the 
election,” Mbonigaba said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
(Background linfo. Rwanda, page 1123:b] 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. $41m AIDS deal with Global Fund: South 
Africa signed a long-delayed $41 million funding 
deai with the Global Fund to fight AIDS, Aug 7, 
bringing more cash help for the country hit by. the 
HIV/AIDS epidemic. 


The Global Fund for AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria said in 
a statement that President Thabo Mbeki—often criticised for his 
government's go-siow approach to fighting the disease—had 
personally approved the two-year agreement. 

"Today's grant signing is a turning point in South Africa," 
Fund head Richard Feachum said. South Africa has the highest 
number of HIV/AIDS cases in the world with some 4.7 million 
people infected—around one in 10. UNAIDS, the United Nations 
AIDS organisation, estimates that AIDS caused 40 per cent of 
aduit deaths in South Africa in 2001 and as many as 1,000 South 
Africans die each day from it. 


UN envoy for HIV treatment as a human right: The South 
African government, Aug 8, instructed the ministry of health to 
develop a plan for the distribution of HIV/AIDS drugs by the end 
of September. 


- The decision was widely hailed as a major policy advance. 
The announcement is one that Stephen Lewis, the United 
Nations special envoy on HIV/AIDS in Africa, has been 
increasingly vocal in pursuing. . > 


Lewis has been in the job for the past two years, 
criss-crossing the continent and talking to presidents, ministers 
and other government officials, religious leaders, civil society 
representatives and, most importantly, Africans living with 
HIV/AIDS. 


Lewis, who is a Canadian, gave a keynote speech at the 
conference of the Centre for the AIDS Programme of Research 
in South Africa, on the eve of the first National South African 
AIDS Conference, held in the port city of Durban recently. 


In that speech, his language was strong, and he was 
unequivocal about the urgency of more effective action by the 
South African government, among others... 

He cited the position of the World Heaith Organization—a 
specialized agency: within the United Nations system—that all 
people deserve "the highest attainable standard of treatment". 
And he argued that several UN human rights covenants give 
such standards the force of international law. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. South Africa, page 1065:c] l 
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TUNISIA 


a. Human Rights Watch calls for release of 
journalist : The Tunisian government should re- 
lease journalist Abdullah Zouari immediately and 
unconditionally, Human Rights Watch said, Aug 22. 


Zouari was arrested after he assisted a Human Rights Watch 
research mission in the south of Tunisia. 


Zouari, currently in Harboub prison, has faced constant 
harassment since he completed an 11-year prison sentence in 
June 2002. The original sentence included an additional five 
years of "administrative control," and after his release the ministry 
of interior ordered him confined to the town of Zarzis in a remote 
southern region far from his family in Tunis. Zouari's appeal of 
” that order is still pending. Zouari was arrested, August 17, In 
Ben Guerdane, a market town near Zarzis. 


He is scheduled to appear before the cantonal judge, August 
22, on charges of leaving Zarzis without obtaining police 
permission. But that does not appear to be the only reason. 
Although police had reportedly warned him not to contact foreign 
media and rights workers, in early August, Zouari helped a 
Human Rights Watch researcher visiting southern Tunisia meet 
victims of rights abuses. Their movements were monitored by 
men in plainclothes who were apparently police. 


“The real reason for Zouari’s arrest is his unflagging 
determination to fight for his own rights and the rights of others," 
said Hanny Megally, executive director of the Middle East and 
North Africa Division at Human Rights Watch. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
{Background Info. Tunisia, page 1118:a] 


UGANDA 


a. Army kills four LRA rebels: Four Lord’s 
. Resistance Army (LRA) rebels were killed and five 
others captured by the army (UPDF) when a group 
of rebels tried to infiltrate Unyama and Paicho 
Internally Displaced Persons’ camps, Aug 19. 


Paicho sub-county chief Michael Komakech, Aug 20, con- 
firmed that four rebels were killed when they tried to raid the 
camp that houses 20,000 people. 


"The people within the camp said a small group of LRA rebels 
tried to attack the camp to loot food but they fell in a night ambush 
of the UPDF and at least four of them were killed on the spot 
and others reportedly ran in disarray. 


“The situation in the camp remained calm,” he said. Security 
sources said a group of rebels suspected to be between 10 and 
20 tried to attack the camp from Atoo Hills: 

A group of LRA rebels believed to be part of the the raid, 
tried to attack Unyama IDP camp near Paicho. At least five 
were captured and a sub-machine gun recovered. 

The UPDF spokesman based in northern Uganda, Lt. Paddy 
Ankunda, said some rebels were shot because there were 
traces of blood in the bushes. 

[Background Info. Uganda, page 1126:a] 
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b. Former President Idi Amin dead: Former 
Ugandan dictator Idi Amin, blamed for the murder 
of tens of thousands of his countrymen in the 1970s, 
died, Aug 16, in a Saudi hospital where he had 
been critically ill for weeks, a senior medical source 
said. 

"We can confirm that Idi Amin has died from complications 
due to multiple organ failure," the source at King Faisal Specialist 
Hospital in Jeddah said. 

Then Ugandan embassy in the kingdom would not comment 
on Amin’s death, referring all queries to his family. It was not 
immediately clear what would happen to Amin's body. 


Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni had said that if Amin 
died abroad, his body could be taken home for burial. 


Amin, Africa's bloodiest despot, has been living in exile, 
chiefly in Saudi Arabia, since being ousted from Uganda in 1979. 
He was in his late 70s. Amin, who was in near-death condition 
for weeks, has received death threats by telephone, prompting 
the hospital management to post guards at his bed in the 
intensive care unit. 


A man who expressed admiration for Adolf Hitler, Amin was 
denounced inside and outside Africa for massacring tens of* 
thousands of peaple—some estimates say more than 100,000 
under his despotic 1971-79 rule. 


A former boxing champion, he came to power in a 1971 coup 
and his rule was characterized by eccentric behaviour and violent 
purges. Amin was a ruthless dictator who, the International 
Commission of Jurists said in 1977, had violated every 
fundamental human right during a "reign of terror”. 


Exiles accused him of having kept severed heads in the 
fridge, feeding corpses to crocodiles and having one of his wives 
dismembered. Some said he practiced cannibalism. 


He was driven from Uganda in 1979 by forces from 
neighbouring Tanzania and Ugandan exiles, and was given 
sanctuary by Saudi Arabia in the name of Islamic charity. 


A Muslim, Amin had lived quietly in Jeddah on a government 
stipend with four wives. 


He was born in 1925, according to most sources, to a peasant 
family of -the small, predominantly Muslim Kakwa tribe at Arua, 
in Uganda's remote West Nile district. 

A large and imposing figure who revelied in publicity, Amin 
was a malevolent clown whose eccentric behaviour created the 
image of a buffoon given to erratic outbursts and bloodlust. He 
declared himself king of Scotland, banned hippies and miniskirts, 
and appeared at a royal Saudi Arabian funeral in 1975 wearing 
a kilt. 


Amin seized power in a 1971 coup while then-president 
Milton Obote was abroad and embarked on a brutal purge of 
army officers from tribes Amin thought loyal to Obote.. 

A year later Amin expelled some 40,000 Asians, saying 
God had told him to transform Uganda into "a black man's 
country". 

He sent a telegram to UN Secretary-General Kurt Waldheim 
the same year, saying: “Germany was the right place when Hitler 
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was Prime Minister (Chancellor) and Supreme Commander. He . 


burnt over six million Jews". In 1976, Israel said he helped 
pro-Palestinian hijackers of a French airliner that landed at 
Entebbe airport with more than 100 hostages, mostly Jews. 


An Israeli commando raid freed the hostages, but, a former 
Amin minister said in 1987, a British Jew, Dora Bloch, a 
grandmother who was released early by the hijackers for madical 
treatment, was dragged from her hospital bed after the raid and 
murdered by two of Amin’s army officers. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi and Deccan Herald, Bangalore) 


ZAMBIA 


a. Public workers on strike: Up to 100,000 
public workers in Zambia went on a nationwide 
strike, Aug 26, aimed at forcing the government to 
honour a pay agreement it says it can no longer 
afford to implement. 


"We have officially started a countrywide strike because the 
government seems to be ignoring our demands, even after they 
signed a collective agreement. The strike we have started today 
is indefinite and all the workers have responded to it, with some 
' shutting down shop as early as yesterday," Civil Servants and 
-Allied Workers Union of Zambia (CSUZ) secretary-general, 
Darrison Chaala, said. 


This is the second walkout by civil servants in less than two 
weeks over their demands for a pay rise and a housing 
allowance. Abel Chambeshi, a senior cabinet minister, accused 
the unions of being in league with opposition parties cut to 
destabilise the government. “It's not good to mix politics with 
unionism because the effect of strike actions is bad for the 
economy... Unions should not allow themselves to be used by 
politicians," Chambeshi warned. 


Chaala dismissed the notion of the opposition being behind 
the industrial action. “The strike is about the government's failure 
to honour an agreement - to bring in opposition politics is jolly," 
he said. 


(SOURCE: Times of Zambia, Lusaka) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. SADC pledge support to Zimbabwe: South- 
ern African Development Community (SADC) coun- 
tries closed their 23rd annual summit, Aug 26, united 
in their support for Zimbabwe and clear in their call 
for sanctions on the country to be lifted. 


in the final communique, read at the closing ceremony in 
Dar-es-Salaam, SADC said that- the region would continue to 
work with Zimbabwe to address the political and economic 
situation and “encourage and sustain the political developments 
that are taking place in the search for lasting solutions". 


The region also committed itself to continue to oppose 
sanctions imposed by the Commonwealth, the European Union 
(EU) and the United States, as they affected "not only ordinary 
Zimbabweans but also have profound social and economic 
implications on the region as a whole”. 
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However, while Tanzanian President and the new SADC chief 
Benjamin Mkapa left little doubt over his opposition to sanctions 
on Zimbabwe and his support for land redistribution; he was 
quick to stress that it should not be "interpreted as [an apology] 
for arbitrary, illegal, unlegislated and economically unproductive 
and unbalanced restitution”. 


The need to redress the imbalance in worid trade also 
dominated proceedings. The regional leaders hoped developed 
countries would make concessions on agricultural subsidies, 
allowing African agricultural produce fairer access to their 
markets. The summit ‘also called for the lifting of laws timiting 
the availability of cheap lifesaving generic drugs. 


Police torch 1,000 homes: The police, Aug 25, torched 
homes belonging to about 1 000 resettled farmers at Windcrest 
Farm near Masvingo city, which had allegedly been purchased 
by a foreign affairs employee. 


Property believed to be worth more than $100 million was 
destroyed in the pre-dawn raids, which began, Aug 24. 


According to government officials and-resettled farmers who 
spoke to the Daily News, Aug 25, Windcrest Farm was invaded 
in 2000 at the height of land occupations spearheaded .by war 
veterans and other supporters of the ruling ZANU-PF. 


The occupiers were officially allocated the land in August 
2001, when the Masvingo provincial lands committee demar- 
cated individual plots for the new farmers. : 


Government officials said the property, formerly: owned by 
Magid Khan, was acquired by the state and officially demarcated 
for the settlers. But the resettled farmers said they were told to 
leave the property because it had been bought by Mukumba, 
who is believed to be an employee at Zimbabwe's High 
Commission in London. 


When they failed to vacate the property, the police moved 
in and set fire to huts and other property belonging to the new 
farmers, including several tonnes of food, furniture and clothing. 

Stop farm seizures, Mugabe told: Zimbabwe's once-powerful 
white farmers’ union, left in tatters by the government's land 
redistribution programme has called for a immediate freeze on new 
land seizures, its leader said, Aug 6. 


Scores of white-owned commercial farms have been listed 
for confiscation in recent months, despite government declara- 
tion that its programme to redistribute white farmland to: black 
settlers was over. | 


“Continued listing will have a major impact on production in 
the season ahead", Colin Cloete, head of the Commerical 
Farmers. Union, told the group’s annual convention in Harare. 


The seizures, accompanied by drought, are blamed for a 
two-year-old hunger crisis that threatens the lives of at 5.5 million 
Zimbabweans, according to the World Food Programme. 


b. Suspended magistrate denies receiving 
bribe: Suspended Harare magistrate Maxwell Man- 
yanhaire, who is on trial for allegedly demanding a 
$50,000 bribe, has dismissed the corruption 
charges against him as false. 
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Manyanhaire, who is accused of soliciting for a $50,000 bribe 
from a man he had just convicted in return for a lenient sentence 
was testifying before magistrate Clifford Feroma, Aug 18. 


"| did not at any time receive money from Mudzingwa," he 
said. He said Norman Mudzingwa, who he had just convicted of 
assault with intent to cause grievous bodily harm, had fabricated 
the charges to save himself. 


"He did this to save himself . . . it was out of malice. As a 
person, who was due for sentence before me, he was willing to 
do anything,” he said. Manyanhaire told the court that Mudzingwa 
phoned him on March 18 but did not identify himself. 


He said he was a distant relative and said he was in 
desperate need of his help. “The person (Mudzingwa) said we 
should meet at the Central African Building Society near Market 
Square around lunch time. He also said he knew me and the 
car | drive. 


"| could not make it and | arrived around 2pm and parked 
my car. This is when the person approached my car and he got 
inside and we greeted each other,” he said. 


Manyanhaire said he inquired what Mudzingwa wanted and 
as they were talking, two gentlemen approached his car and 
ordered him out of his car and informed him that he was under 
arrest. 


Six Zesa workers arrested for theft: Seven Zimbabwe 
Electricity Supply Authority workers from Harare and Mt Darwin 
allegedly teamed up at the weekend to steal electricity cables 
worth $14 million meant for the rural electrification programme, 
it was reported, Aug 19. 


Six of the workers were arrested at a roadblock in Mt Darwin 
while the seventh Gift Kaswayo who was in charge of the 
programme in Mt Darwin is on the run. 


Mashonaland Central acting police spokesman Inspector 
Mogan Murenje said one of the workers, Tichaona Murungweri, 
was on duty at Zesa's Harare East District when he teamed with 
Tendayi Gavaza, Peter Muza, Walter Mutyavaviri and Mafios 
Marimo and took a Mazda T35 truck that belonged to the 
parastatal. They drove the vehicle to Mt Darwin where Kaswayo 
and Max Mbwisi joined them at the Zesa station in the area. 


c. Journalist attacked: Flata Kavinga, a jour- 
nalist with a privately-owned local newspaper, was 
briefly admitted to Kwekwe General Hospital re- 
cently after he was attacked by suspected ruling 
ZANU-PF youths who accused his publication of 
being anti-government. 


Kavinga, who works for a Kwekwe-based weekly, The 
Midlands Observer, said he sustained a deep cut on the head 
and multiple body injuries. He said the incident occurred , Aug 
8, at Mbizo inn, a nightclub in Kwekwe. 


"A group of six ZANU-PF youths confronted me when I was 
coming out of the nightclub and started accusing me and my 
newspaper of supporting the Movement for Democratic Change," 
said Kavinga, who is now recuperating at home after spending 
two days in hospital. 
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"Before | could say anything, they dragged me into a dark 
spot behind the nightclub, where they further accused me of 
being anti-ZANU-PF because of some of the stories carried by 
the newspaper and the message on the MISA (Media Institute 
of Southern Africa) T-shirt | was wearing,” he added. . 


He said the youths attacked him with logs and iron bars and 
left him for dead. Although Kwekwe police confirmed the incident 
and said the matter was still under investigation, it was not 
possible to secure comment from ZANU-PF officials in Kwekwe. 


The Midlands chapter of the Zimbabwe Union of Journalists 
(ZUJ) and MISA, Aug 10, condemned attacks on journalists. 


“We condemn the attack on journalists in the strongest of 
terms and urge the police to leave no stone unturned as they 
hunt down the culprits," said ZUJ provincial secretary Richard 
Musazulwa. 


[Background info. Zimbabwe, page 1103:c] 


d. Policeman implicated in armed robbery 
denied bail: A member of the police support unit 
implicated in a spate of armed robberies involving 
$13 million was denied bail by High Court judge 
Justice Tadius Karwi, Aug 8. 


Gilbert Kambaza, alias "Baba Musapoti", 38, and his 
co-accused Clifford Chikatanda, alias “Magirazi", 26, and Victor 
Million, 32, were first denied bail on July 24 and remanded to 
custody by a Harare magistrate. 


Kambaza allegedly supplied police uniforms and pistols to 
his accomplices, who included Everton Murinda, who is on 
remand on another armed robbery charge, and Sanny who is 
still at large. 


On March 10, Kambaza, Chikatanda and Million and an 
unidentified accomplice allegedly raided a house- in Harare’s 
Greendale suburb and demanded money from the occupants at 
gunpoint. The petrified family members obliged and the gang 
looted the house, making off with property valued at $11.5 million. 


(SOURCE: Independent, Harare and Hindu, New Delhi) 


REGIONAL 


a. One million children trafficked each year: 
About 1.2 million children are trafficked each year 
for. $10 billion, the United Nations Children’ : Fund 
(UNICEF) said in a report. 


"Trafficking is a truly global problem, affecting all countries 
everywhere," said the report, titled “End Child Exploitation: Stop 
The Traffic”. 


The issue hit the headlines in Britain, July 31, as police 
arrested 21 people in connection with the ritual murder of a 
Nigerian child whose headless and limbless torso -was found 
floating in the river Thames two years ago. The boy, named 
Adam by police for lack of any identification, is believed to have 
been trafficked into Britain. 


The report said that while Europe was a major market for 
the trade of children, with West Africa and Eastern Europe being 
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the major suppliers, there was aiso a thriving business within 
the supplier regions and across Asia. 


it said in Europe 500,000 women and young girls were 
trafficked each year from all over the world, mostly from former 
Soviet nations. The price for a woman at the start of the trail in 
one Romanian town was put as low as 30 pounds ($49). 





from the city after a display of US military might boistered 
the West African peacekeepers and opened the port to 
badly needed humanitarian aid. 

Thousands of people danced and sang as American marines 
and the Nigerian-led west African troops took over the port and 
bridges which had split the capital into government and rebe!-held 
zones. Ducking from the noise, fighters on both sides waved and 
cheered, knowing the flying hardware was a small fraction of the 
fire power available to the US flotilla cffshore. 

- "Pm so happy to see the Americans landing on my soil. It is 
a dream. They are our mother and father,” said Jebah Babai, 
‘23, part of the throng who watched three CH-46 helicopters 
disgorge 60 marines and two jeeps. 

In full combat gear and carrying light machine guns across 
a muddy field, the marines seemed surprised to be greeted by 
civilians blowing kisses. 


“Not what ! expected,” said one. 


Having promised to help a country founded in the 19th 
century by freed American slaves, President Bush has been 
cautioned by the Pentagon about launching another foreign 
military adventure. 

The arrival of the US troops was critical to the peace process 
which is underway as immediately afler Charles Taylor stood 
down fresh violence had erupted in Monrovia and elsewhere. 


Rebels had advanced towards Monrovia’s international 
airport, dashing hopes of an immediate end to conflict in the 
wake of Taylor's departure. The rebel groups had also an- 
nounced that they wanted their leader to become president of 
the west African country. 

The rebels wanted their leader, Sekou Damate Conneh, to 
become president. "We were responsible for the downfall of 
Charles Taylor. We want to serve in the highest capacity. That 
means we can be president of the interim government,” said a 
senior rebel official, Sekou Fofana. He scorned Blah’s offer of 
the vice-presidency. LURD had until now. suggested it would 


iberian rebels lifted the siege of Monrovia and withdrew 


It said some 200,000 children were also trafficked each year 
in Western Africa, either to enter the export trade to Europe or 
to be sold into slavery as domestic workers. Southeast Asia too 
accounts for one-third of the domestic and international trade in 
women and children, the report said. 


A 


accept a lesser role in an interim government. Now, the arrival 
of Americans is perceived by the Liberians as an opportunity to 
set things right. 


A convoy of trucks, cars and motorbikes streamed towards 
new positions at the Po river eight miles outside the city, allowing 
the Nigerians and Americans to take the port. Gunfire sounded, 
but it was the rebels celebrating. "I have resigned from the armed 
forces," grinned Sekou Dukuly, 25, wearing a T-shirt declaring: 
“Peace at last". 


The peace plan clicked into place but chaos and desperation 
continued. The rebels joined civilians in looting whatever was 
transportable. At their headquarters the rebels shooed a 
photographer away from a truck loaded with armchairs, paintings 
and a fridge, but their chief of staff, General Seyou Sheriff, had 
nothing to hide. “That fridge"? We'll take that with us. It's ours. 
Today is a very good day for the people of Liberia". 


Others, clutching looted tumblers of Martini and cigars, 
missed their evacuation deadline by staying to watch a man play 
his harmonica through a megaphone. Separated for weeks, tens 
of thousands gathered at each end of two bridges, those on the 
government side desperate for any remaining UN food stocks. 
For some the wait was too much and they plunged into the 
swamp water. In his underpants, dripping wet and panting, David 
Williams, 19, made it to the other side. "Food, take me to the 
food,” he said. 


Behind him bobbed the bodies of seven others who had the 
hunger to try but not the strength to make it. Mediators hope 
that Liberia's 14 years of anarchy and conflict will end now that 
Taylor has given way to his deputy, Moses Blah, who is supposed 
to give way in October to an interim government agreed at peace 
talks in Ghana. Meanwhile, Taylor and his entourage have 
settled into three luxurious hilltop residence in Calabar, one of 
Nigeria's sleepier cities. "No problem, l'm OK", was all that the 
former president said upon arrival. 


—Roy Carroll in The Guardian, London, reproduced in Deccan 
Herald, Bangalore. 
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ALGERIA 


a. Le Matin ‘newspaper harassed by police: 
Reporters Without Borders (RSF) has expressed 
concern about the ongoing police harassment of the 
daily newspaper Le Matin and its managing editor, 
Mohammed Benchicou. 


On August 25, Benchicou told the organisation that police 
had made no written record of their search of his person at 
Algiers airport on August 23 . He said he had been summoned 
by detectives and feared he would be arrested within the next 
few days. 


The authorities intend to shut down Le Matin, Benchicou said, 
and police have ordered the paper's bank manager not to issue 
a certified cheque to the publication. The cheque is needed to 
pay off its last debts to the state printing firm. Benchicou said 
three-quarters of the debt had already been paid. 


Very few Algerian newspapers disclose their‘annual accounts 
or daily print-run figures. Their failure to comply with the law is 
not formally punished but instead left in limbo by the authorities 
as a means to intimidate, censor and blackmail them. The state 
printers are also deliberately lax and allow debts to build up over 
a long period, finally demanding repayment as a means of 
preventing certain papers from publishing. 


In addition to the arbitrary and legally unclear situation, the 
poisonous climate surrounding the 2004 presidential election 
campaign, which has started very early, also threatens press 
freedom. Several Algerian newspapers have closed down since 
the state printers gave six publications an ultimatum to settle 
their major debts. Libert and El-Khabar paid their debts and 
continue to be printed, but Le Matin, Le Soir d’Algrie, L’Expres- 
sion’and Er-Ra have not appeared since August 18. 


(SOURCE: Le Matin, Algiers) 
{Background Info. Algeria, page 1129:a] 


ANGOLA 


a. Angola, Cape Verde sign cooperation 
agreement: A cooperation protocol among various 
Angolan and Cape Verdean companies, in the 
sectors of transport and communications, public 
works, fisheries, education, agriculture, petroleum 
and others, was signed, Sept 9, in Praia city, Cape 
Verde. 

Angola's public works minister Higino Carneiro, signed for 
the Angolan government, while Manuel Inocencio, signed for 
Cape Verde. According to the memmorandum, the initiative 
satisfies both governments, in developing efforts in order to get 


Vol IV No. 18 


an interchange of institutions in various sectors of economic and 
social life. With the signing of this accord, according to the 
document, in the fisheries field, conditions are created for a trip 
of a Cape Verdean team to Angola, in October, 2003. 


The memmorandum also states Angola's interest, in sending 
a delegation to Cape Verde, in October, to exchange experiences 
and to proceed with the training process. 


In the petroleum sector, Angola is ready to provide technical 
support and counselling in the legislation and oil exploration 
fields, as well as the possibility of integrating ten Cape Verdean 
nationals in Sumbe’s National Petroleum Institute in 2005. 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


BOTSWANA 


a. First female paramount chief: When the 
traditional leopard skin, the sign of authority, was 
draped around her shoulders at the weekend, Kgosi 
Mosadi Seboko not only became the paramount 
chief of Botswana’s Bagamalete people, but also a 
powerful symbol of change for women, it was 
reported, Sept 5. 


A woman has never assumed the position of a paramount 
chief. Traditionally women were not even allowed to attend the 
village kgotla (Setswana word meaning village meeting) unless 
they were invited to give evidence during the settlement of 
disputes. The ascension of Kgosi (chief) Mosadi to head a Kgotla 
has therefore broken new ground. 


"The institution of chieftainship and the installation of 
Botswana's first woman paramount chief cannot be seen in 
isolation from the tremendous socio-economic changes that have 
taken place in our country and the world," women's rights activist 
and high court judge, Justice Athaliah Molokomme, said. 


"Bagamalete have shown us that culture and tradition are 
dynamic and not static, and that they can be adapted to suit 
socio-economic change for the benefit of culture,” she added. 
“We must also pay tribute to, and thank Kgosi Mosadi herself, 
for being prepared to claim her birthright, and making herself 
available to serve the Bagamalete and Botswana. It is well and 
good to have a right to something, or a perceived right, but 
sometimes it will not come to you unless you claim it.” 


b. A pageant for AIDS-hit women: Donning 
both shimmering evening gowns and traditional 
Botswana costumes of animal skin skirts and 
beaded necklaces, porcupine quills adorning their 
hair, 14 women competed in a beauty pageant for 
HIV-positive women and their relatives. 
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Some 38 per cent of Botswana's people are HIV positive, 
the highest infection rate in the world, it was reported, Sept 8. 


Organisers of Miss HIV Stigama Free said they hoped the 
contest would show the disease did not have to prevent women 
from being vibrant and beautiful. 


Kgalalelo Ntsepe, 31, who was crowned the winner in a long 
black and silver gown, spoke of the AIDS drugs that transformed 
her from being bone thin and sickly to again being robust and 
healthy. The runner-up, Neo Chitimbo, said people often drank 
too much, clouding their judgment and leading to the high 
incidence of the disease. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras and Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Germany grants 250,000 Euros for water, 
medical programmes: Germany has granted 
250,000 Euros (US $277,475) to the government of 
the Central African Republic (CAR) in support of 
efforts to provide safe drinking water and rehabilitate 
health facilities, state-owned Radio Centrafrique 
reported, Sept 5. 


The funds, which are to be managed by the International 
Committee of Red Cross (ICRC), will support the Societe de 
Distribution des Eaux en Centrafrique (Sodeca), the govern- 
ment’s water utility, whose equipment was looted during the 
October 2002 to March 2003 civil war. 


Since then, Sodeca has been unable to provide clean water 
in northern towns, which were particularly hard-hit by the 
hostilities, thereby exposing local populations to water-borne 
diseases. 


Medical services in Bambari, 280 km northeast of the capital, 
Bangui, indicated in May that cases of diarrhoea and typhoid 
had increased in the area due to lack of clean water. 


The director of preventive medicine and disease conirol, Dr 
Abel Namssenmo, said, Sept 1, that poor hygienic conditions 
had caused diarrhoea in Boromata, a village of 2,000 people 
740 km northeast of Bangui. i 


Diarrhoea, which in turn provoked malnutrition, killed at least 
73 children between May and August 2003. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


CONGO 


a. National Assembly approves Bill on 
amnesty for Ninja militias: The National Assembly 
of the Republic of Congo approved, Aug 28, a Bill 
on amnesty for Ninja militants who fought govern- 
ment forces in the Department of Pool in the south 
of the country. 


in a communique, the government said the amnesty would 
cover the period from January 15, 2000 until the date the Bill is 
ultimately signed into law by Congolese President Denis 
Sassou-Nguesso. 


Under the terms of the amnesty, the Ninja militants will not 
be prosecuted for their actions. In 1999, the former transitional 
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government approved an amnesty for combatants in the civil 
wars of 1993, 1997 and 1998. That law expired in January 2000. 


in March 2002, a new round of fighting erupted in Pool 
between government forces and Ninja militias loyal to the Rev 
Frederic Bitsangou, alias Pasteur Ntoumi. 


However, a peace agreement was signed on March 17, 2003 
between the government and Ntoumi’s Ninjas, ending a year of 
hostilities during which tens of thousands of people fled the 
region, while fighting trapped many more. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


GHANA 


a. Ghana blacklisted for unfair rough dia- 
monds sale: Ghana has been dealt a devastating 
blow as a result of being blacklisted for selling rough 
diamonds outside its borders with effect from 
September 1. 


The decision to blacklist Ghana can be attributed to a 
collective negligence on the part of the ministry of mines (the 
government), the Precious Mineral Marketing Company 
(PMMC) and particularly Parliament to ratify the Kimberley 
Process Certification Scheme (KPCS) as a requirement to 
qualify the nation for the world accredited new diamond trading 
standard. 


Several attempts to speak to officials at the PMMC, proved 
futile, The Chronicle again told that the officials were holding 
meetings. 


But sources close to Kimberley Process in South Africa 
confirmed the story that Ghana had been blacklisted. 


The KPCS, new world accredited diamond certification, was 
initiated in 2002 by some powerful civil society groups globally, 
notable among whom are Amnesty International, (Al) Global 
Witness and Partnership Africa-Canada (GWPAC) and World 
Diamond Council (WDC). 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
IVORY COAST 


a. Two more generals detained in wave of 
arrests: Two more army generals have been 
arrested as part of a round-up of more than 50 
people suspected of involvement in a plot to 
assassinate President Laurent Gbagbo, military 
sources said, Aug 29. 


Gen Abdoulaye Coulibaly, who had been sidelined from 
active service for the past three years, was detained at Abidjan 
airport, Aug 28, as he stepped off a plane from Paris where he 
had been on a six-week private visit, the sources said. 


Gen Soumaila Diabakate was arrested at his office in the 
defence ministry earlier in the day, they added. 


Both men were prominent figures in the military junta which 
seized power in 1999 and ruled this former French colony until 
elections in 2000 which were won by Gbagbo. 

The military sources said more than 50 people had been 
detained in Ivory Coast for questioning in connection with the 
alleged assassination plot and further arrests were still being 
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made. Those picked up include a third general, Alain Mouandou, 
the controller-general of police, who was detained, Aug 27. 


France also arrested 11 people last weekend in connection 
with the conspiracy. 


They included Master Sargent Ibrahim Coulibaly, another 
prominent figure in the 1999 coup led by Colonel Robert Guei, 
and several suspected mercenaries. One of those detained in 
Paris, the chauffeur of the Ivorian embassy, has since been 
released. 


French troops killed in ivory Coast: Rebels shot and killed 
two French soldiers in Ivory Coast, marking France's first combat 
deaths in peacekeeping efforts in its former colony after a 
nine-month civil war, army spokesmen said, Aug 26. 


A third French solider was wounded in the attack, Aug 25, 
in central Ivory Coast, the French military spokesman, Lt Col 
Jerome Salle, said in Abidjan, Ivory Coast's commercial capital. 
He said the French returned fire and that he believed at least 
one rebel was killed. 


France has 4,000 troops in Ivory Coast, leading efforts to 
keep the peace after a war that started with a failed coup in 
September 2002. 


French forces were on patrol to secure Lake Kossou, south 
of the rebel stronghold to Bouake when "well-armed rebels" 
suddenly arrived. When the French forces started to leave, the 
rebels opened fire: One soldier was hit in the head, the other in 
the chest. Both died. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi and Hindu, Madras) 
{Background Info. Ivory Coast, page 1131:a] 


KENYA 


a. Jomo Kenyatta International Airport plan 
unveiled: A multi-million shilling project to rehabili- 
tate Kenya’s premier airport has been unveiled, it 
was reported, Sept 5. 


To be completed by December 2004, more than $12 million 
(more than Sh900 million) will be spent in modernising and 
securing the Jomo Kenyatta International Airport. 


It is part of the North Corridor Programme that involves the 
World Bank and the governments of both developed and 
developing countries. 


Speaking to the Press after touring the JKIA, the Kenya 
Airports Authority managing director George Muhoho said the 
World Bank would foot 80 per cent of the cost and the Kenya 
government the rest. 


Part of the money would be used to erect a double fence 
around the airport's land. The fence, to be reinforced by a laser 
wire, will cost Sh70-80 million. 


"We will fund some part of the project upfront because the 
World Bank has accepted to refund the money once details of 
the agreement is finalised," said Muhoho. 


According to airport officials, the deal is expected to be 
signed by July 2004, as it involves the participation of other 
ministries. 


African Chronicle 1143 


Engineer Mohamed Mukwana said the project would also 
rehabilitate the Old Airport, which had remained under-utilised 
for over two decades. 


b. 46 shot dead in crime upsurge: Forty six 
people have been shot dead in Nairobi in the past 
two months, police said, Sept 4. 


They include 32 robbery suspects killed by police and 10 
civilians and four policemen gunned down by the criminals. 


In addition, 15 other gangsters and five police officers were 
injured in gun battles. Gunmen injured 14 other civilians during 
robberies. 


Between July 1 and Sept 4, police had seized 73 firearms 
and 320 rounds of ammunition in shootouts with robbers and 
from raids, said Nairobi provincial police chief John Mengoh. 


Mengoh displayed firearms at the Nairobi provincial police 
headquarters. 


He was accompanied by his deputy, Nicodemus Diffu, 
provincial CID chief Peter Kavila, the city’s seven divisional police 
bosses and their CID counterparts. 


Mengoh said: "Violent crime in the city has been a serious 
problem. It is a war we are determined to win. it has not been 
easy to recover 73 firearms from dangerous criminals in a period 
of two months." Guns were a regular feature in almost every 
crime reported in the city. 


He said investigations had revealed that most of the illegal 
firearms were smuggled into the city by traders ferrying cattle 
and miraa (khat) from North Eastern Province, Eastern Province 
and the North Rift. 


c. 43 Injured in stadium scramble: Forty 
three people were injured, two of them critically, 
in a stampede as the body of Vice-President 
Michael Wamalwa was taken to his home district 
of Bungoma for public viewing, it was reported, 
Sept 5. 


Those seriously hurt were a woman— a former Bungoma 
councillor who suffered severe chest injuries—and a man who 
is a local Narc official who had serious head wounds. 


Ten other people were admitted to the Bungoma district 
hospital with minor injuries following the crush at the Kanduyji, 
now renamed Masinde Muliro stadium. 


Doctors on the spot gave first aid to all 43 people who 
sustained cuts, broken arms and legs, chest injuries and the 
effects of breathing tear-gas, after the paramilitary GSU 
dispersed the crowd that brought down a chain link fence around 
the football pitch. 


A man who took advantage of the chaos and tried to steal 
a mobile phone outside the stadium, was beaten to death by 
the highly charged mob. Bungoma was the third stop on a 1,000 
km helicopter tour of the VP’s homeland, which had seen the 
body flown from Nairobi to Kakamega and then to Busia. 


It then proceeded to Bungoma, and then on to Kamukuywa 
before finally arriving at Kitale, where burial will take place, Sept 
6, on the VP’s farm at Milimani. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
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LIBERIA 


a. LURD rebels capture key northern town: 
Rebels of the Liberians United for Reconciliation 
and Democracy (LURD) group, Sept 9, captured the 
provincial town of Kakata in Margibi county, 45 km 
north of the capital, Monrovia, before West African 
peacekeepers could be deployed in the town. 


The rebel advance cut-off at least 80,000 civilians who were 
displaced recently by fighting close to their four camps in the 
central Liberian town of Totota, 69 km further north, relief workers 
in Monrovia said. 


The civilians had moved south to Salala, which lies between 
Kakata and Totota. Relief workers who had planned to go on an 
assessment of the temporary camps in Salala, Sept 9, put off 
their trip because of reports of fighting in Kakata. 


"Some 80,000 civilians are effectively caught up between 
rebels and government fighters. We have no informat:on right 
now, as to what is happening in their camps," a relief worker 
said, Sept 9. 

Kakata is a major link between Monrovia, the central Bong 
© County and northern Nimba county. It fies on the road to 
neighbouring ivory Coast and Guinea. 


The LURD entered the town, Sept 9, before 600 peacekeep- 
ers from Guinea-Bissau could be deployed in the area, 
eye-witnesses said. Government troops who had been guarding 
the key government town retreated, they said. However the 
peacekeepers [known as the ECOMIL force] went ahead to set 
up a base at the Booker Washington Institute on the western 
outskirts of Kakata. 


West African peacekeepers fail to deploy outside Mon- 
rovia: West African peacekeepers who were to begin deploying 
northeast of Monrovia, Sept 8, called off the troop movement, 
reporting clashes between government and former rebel forces 
in the area. 


The high command of the force, known as ECOMIL, said 
that shooting was heard in the area, and that the force had 
accordingly postponed the planned deployment of a battalion of 
between 600 and 700 Nigerian peacekeepers, to Kakata, 50 
kilometres (30 miles) northeast of Monrovia. 


"We want to reconnoitre the place before we deploy our men 
in that axis,” said ECOMIL spokesman Maj Busanya, adding that 
a reconnaisance team had left for the area. A government 
front-line commander said that former rebels had attacked the 
area after infiltrating by canoe. ECOMIL plans to take up positions 
in Kakata to form a buffer zone between the belligerents who 
reached a peace deal in August in the West African country. 
Once Kakata is secured, they will move northward towards 
Totota, a city near the former froni line in the country’s most 
recent conflict, a- four-year civil war, some 50 kilometers 
southwest of the ex-rebel stronghold of Gbarnga, Liberia’s 
second city. 

Taylor absconds with US$3m: The United Nations Under- 
Secretary General Jacques Klein has disclosed that former 
Liberian President Charles Taylor absconded with the staggering 
amount of US$3 million intended for the rehabilitation of 
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ex-combatants. He disclosed, Sept 5, at a news conference, 
during which he gave highlights of the assessment report on 
Liberia that he has submitted to the UN Security Council for 
finalisation. 


Klein, who is special representative of the UN Secretary 
General to Liberia, did not state the date and time the amount 
in question was given to Taylor, but noted that the money was 
provided by an Asian country which he did not name. However, 
political observers believe that the money might have been given 
by the Republic of China or Taiwan, which has been supportive 
of the Taylor-administration since its inception in 1997. 


The tough-talking retired American Air Force General 
explained that the amount was intended for ex-combatants to 
reintegrate into society, adding, "unfortunately he has taken that 
US$3 million with him ...and the ex-combatants will never see 
him." 


Referring to the belligerent forces, Klein said, "... if you want 
to know where your money is, it is with former President Taylor." 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Liberia, page 1132:a] 


LIBYA 


a. Gaddafi to pay more to France: Families of 
those killed in a 1989 terror attack on a French 
airliner will get more compensation from a charity 
closely linked to Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi, 
it was reported, Sept 1. 


in a statement, Sept 1, the Gaddafi International Association 
for Charitable Orgaisations said that a privately financed "fund 
for the victims of terrorism” it had established, not the Libyan 
government, would pay unspecified compensation to the families 
of the 170 people who died when the French UTA airliner 
exploded over the Niger desert. 


Gaddafi had announcement the agreement in a speech a 
day earlier but offered no details. The foundation, which is 
headed by one of Gaddafi’s sons and has played a major role 
in his efforts to clean up his image, portrayed the agreement as 
a humanitarian gesture. 


The Gaddafi foundation added without elaboration that the 
compensation agreement also would "resolve" the cases of six 
Libyans convicted by a French court in absentia in 1999 of 
bombing the plane and sentenced to life in prison. Libya never 
extradited the six, including a bother-in-law of Gaddafi who was 
an intelligence agent, and the foundation maintained that the six 
were innocent. 


After the 1999 verdict, Libya agreed to transfer $33 million 
to France to compensate the victims, but Gaddafi said at the 
time that was not an admission of guilt. Families of the victims 
have campaigned unsuccessfully for Gaddafi, long accused of 
sponsoring anti-western terrorism around the world, be tried for 
the bombing. 


French families began lobbying for a new compensation 
agreement after Libya recently agreed to pay families of the 270 
victims of the 1998 PanAm bombing over Lockeribe, Scotland 
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up to $2.7 billion, or up to $10 million each. Families of the 170 
victins of the French flight each received about $194,000. 


Libya also accepted responsibility for Lockerbie and after 
intense international negotiations, had handed over for trial in 
the west two of its citizens accused in that attack. In 2001, a 
Scottish court convicted a Libyan intelligence agent of the 
Lockerbie bombing and sentenced him to life imprisonment. A 
second Libyan was acquitted. 


The Lockerbie agreement opened the way for Libya to be 
freed from sanctions imposed by the UN Security Council that 
limited arm and oil equipment sales, air travel and diplomatic 
links to the north African country. The French government had 
threatened to block a British proposal to lift the sanctions, saying 
it wanted a better deal for the UTA victims’ relatives. 


In his radio interview, Sept 1, French foreign minister De 
Villepin indicated that France might now be ready to see the 
sanctions lifted. 


Decks cleared for lifting curbs on Libya: Libyan leader 
Col Muammar Gaddafi has declared that the Lockerbie case is 
now closed and that his country was ready to open a "new 
page" with the West. 


He was speaking after Libya and France agreed on a 
compensation deal over a bomb attack on a UTA French 
airliner—the last obstacle to a British-sponsored UN resolution 
that will lift sanctions on the country. 


"The problem over the UTA case is over and the Lockerbie 
case is now behind us. We are opening a new page in our 
relations with the West", said Col Gaddafi, addressing his nation 
on the anniversary of the coup d’etat that brought him to power 
34 years ago. Families of the 170 passengers who died when 
the UTA airliner crashed in the Niger desert on September 79, 
1988, had been lobbying for more compensation from Libya. 


A French court convicted six Libyans including Col Gaddafi's 
brother-in-law, in absentia over the bombing. In 1999, Libya 
provided $33 million for the victims’ families. France wanted to 
renegotiate the compensation after Libya agreed to pay the 
families of the 270 victims of the Lockerbie disaster a total of 
$2.7 billion, or between $5 million and $10 million each. 


Paris had threatened to block any British or US moves in the 
UN Security Council to liff sanctions unless Tripoli increased its 
offer, but Col Gaddafi said the deal with the French had now 
been done: “The Gaddafi charitable organization have been 
dealing with the families to reach an agreement, and they have 
reached an agreement". 


He did not reveal any details about the cash package. 


However, a report quoted a source familiar with the Libyan 
position as saying, Aug 30, Tripoli had offered some $300,000 
per family on top of the original amount. Saad Djebbar, a 
London-based lawyer who worked with Libya over the Lockerbie 
bombing, said, “The deal is done. Terms will be announced 
tomorrow. 


"The representatives of the families have left Libya and are 
on their way home". 
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"The basis of an accord has been found, it remains to be 
finalized and that is what will be done in the next few hours," 
foreign minister Dominique.de Villepin said. 


The French foreign ministry said President Jacques Chirac 
spoke to Col Gaddafi, Aug 31. The ministry said: "Contacts 
continued in a constructive spirit with the Libyan side. Discus- 
sions are moving in the right direction, and we hope for a 
culmination as soon as possible". 


The agreement opens the way for Britain to introduce its 
twice-delayed motion to end the sanctions. Abdelbaset Ali 
Mohmed al-Megrahi was sentenced to life imprisonment in 
January 2001 at the specially convened Scottish court at Kamp 
van Zeist in the Netherlands, after three judges found him guilty 
in the Lockerbie attack. 


(SOURCE: Deccan Herald, Bangalore and Asian Age, New Delhi) 
{Background Info. Libya, page 1132:a] 


MALI 


a. Clash between rival Muslim groups leaves 
13 dead: Fighting between rival Sunnite and Shiite 
Muslim villagers in western Mali over the construc- 
tion of anew mosque left 13 people dead and about 
20 wounded, police sources said, Sept 2. 


The incident, which may also have been related to a land 
dispute, took place on August 25, in the mainly Sunni village 
of Yerere, 18 km from the town of Nioro du Sahel, close to the 
Mauritanian border, 540 km west of the capital Bamako, they 
said. 


Fghting broke out when a group of individuals armed with 
guns and knives attacked workers who were building the first 
ever Sunni mosque in Yerere. The village already had seven 
Shiite mosques, The sources said police subsequently arrested 
about 20 people, including four who are suspected of having 
masterminded the attack. 


The conflict had been brewing since 1995 when the chief of 
the mainly Shiite village refused to grant a plot of land to the 
Sunnites who wanted to build a mosque in Yerere. This prompted 
a prominent member of the local Sunnite community to offer a 
plot of his own land for the mosque instead. 


Despite objections from the village chief, the government 
approved its construction in 1996, but construction work only 
began in May 2003 following the death of the chief. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


MAURITANIA 


a. Over 30 soldiers to face trial on coup 
charges: More than 30 soldiers arrested in Mauri- 
tania on suspicion of organising a failed coup on 
June 8 will be charged shortly and put on trial, 
human rights activists and opposition politicians 
said, Sept 3. 

The sources said that between 30 and 40 coup plotters 
remained in detention, including 20 senior officers. 


State prosecutors had discovered enough evidence of their 
participation in the coup attempt, which led to two days of heavy 
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fighting in Nouakchott, to charge all of them, they added. About 
90 other soldiers arrested for questioning over the failed coup 
against President Maaouiya Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya were released 
from custody in early August. Taya, who seized power in a coup 
19 years ago, blamed Islamic extremists for the military uprising. 


it was preceded by a six-week government crackdown on 
Islamic radicals, during which 63 Muslim clerics and opposition 
activists were arrested and a weekly newspaper was closed 
down. 
criminal charges still hang over them. These range from 
reconstituting a banned political party after its dissolution to 
conspiring to undermine the security o7 the state. 
{Background Info. Mauritania, page 1121:a] 


b. Le Calame seized: The ministry of interior, 
post and telecommunications on August 20 seized 
the Issue No 406 of the weekly Le Calame 
newspaper. 


Authorities at the ministry gave no reason but said the action 
was based on Article 11 of the Press Freedom Code of 
Mauritania. 


-` Article 17 of the Press Freedom Code provides in part that 
"The circulation, dissemination or sale of newspaper or peri- 
odicals likely to undermine the principles of Islarn or the image 
of the State, to harm the public good, to compromise public order 
and security, whatever the language in which it is written, may 
be banned by an order from the ministry of the interior.” 


Even though no explanation was given for the seizure, it is 
likely that the publication of an interview with opposition politician 
Ahmed Ould Daddah may have elicited the reaction. Daddah is 
contesting against incumbent President Maaouiya Ould Sid’Ah- 
med Taya in the presidential election slated for November 7, 
2003. 


Founded in 1994, the Le Calame has been seized 32 times 
by the ministry of interior and-suspended once for three months 
in 1999. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
NAMIBIA 


a. Two foreign journalists in custody: Two 
journalists from a European business publication 
have been in police custody in Windhoek for 
close to a week for alleged forgery, it was 
reported, Sept 8. 


The journalists are accused of forging a letter from finance 
minister Saara Kuugongelwa-Amadhila that was supposed to 
help open doors for them in Namibia. 


The two, American citizen Shilah Overmyer, who is 22 
according to the police, and British national Manjinder Sohal 
(24), appeared in the Windhoek Magistrate’s Court, ‘Sept 5, on 
charges of fraud and forgery. 

They were arrested, Sept 3. 

On Sept 5, sources indicated, the board of directors of the 
state-owned Namibia National Reinsurance Company (Nami- 
bRe), which is the complainant in the case against Overmyer 
and Sohal, decided that it would not withdraw the charges it laid 


All these civilians were released on August 25, but - 
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against the duo. What is claimed to have landed the two 
journalists in the situation they are in, is a letter of introduction 
that finance minister Kuugongelwa-Amadhila had written for 
them in mid-July. 

On August 1, it is alleged, the letter helped them bag a 22, 
750 euro (N$170, 546) advertisement, an eighth of a page in 
size, from NamibRe in a supplement on Namibia that European 
Business Report has been working on for the German newspa- 
per Die Zeit. 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


NIGERIA 


a. Amina appears in court: Baby in her arms, 
a single mother condemned by an Islamic court to 
death by stoning appeared at a courthouse in 
northern Nigeria, Aug 27, for an appeal of a 
sentence that has drawn an international outcry. 


Amina Lawal, 32, in a blue and brown dress and pink veil, 
seemed overwhelmed at the crush of riot police and journalists. 
"All these cameras, all these policemen," she said, tears in her 
eyes, as she made her way inside. 


Thirty-five riot police ringed the courthouse, the heaviest 
security yet in what has been more than a year of off-and-on 
hearings. 


Ms Lawa! was convicted in March 2002 after the birth of her 
girl, Wasila, out of wedlock. An Islamic court found her guilty of 
adultery though her baby was born more than two years after 
her divorce. Under Islamic laws, or Sharia, adopted in a dozen 
predominantly Muslim northern Nigerian states, judges ordered 
Ms Lawal buried up to her beck in sand and then stoned to 
death. The alleged father of the baby denied responsibility and 
was acquitted. 


(SORUCE: Hindu, Madras) 


RWANDA 


a. Rwanda ‘on right path’, says Kagame: The 
incumbent Rwandan President, Paul Kagame, told 
the world, Aug 26, that the genocide-scarred 
Rwanda is "on the right path," after scoring an 
overwhelming election victory. 


Election officials said Kagame had 94 per cent support with 
about half the districts reporting the presidential! vote, the first 
since a 1994 genocide that left more than 500,000 people dead. 
Most victims were minority Tutsis killed by Hutu extremists. 


"This victory is a foundation for the next stage of development 
we are entering to," Kagame told supporters at a stadium, Aug 
26, pumping his fist in the air. "Our victory should be a message 
to the outside world that Rwanda is on the right path". 

(See Analysis--Rwanda welcomes home its killers, page 1152) 


The election on Aug 25, the first in Rwanda in which there 
were opposing parties, was billed as a showcase of how far the 
country has come since the 1994 slaughter. 


The Electoral Commission chairman, Chrysologue 
Karangwa, said Kagame’s main competitor, Faustin Twagira- 
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mungu, had just 3.5 per cent, while the third candidate, 
Jean-Nepomuscene Nayinzira, had slightly more than 1 per cent. 


The election was " a sign that we are developing politically," 
said Emmanuel Karisa, a 25-year-old university student, his 
thumb stained with ink from stamping it on the photograph of 
his candidate, one of four that appeared on the ballot. 


"There was no choice in previous elections," said 73-year-old 
Jean-Baptiste Gakwaya, referring to the two single-party Hutu 
regimes that had ruled Rwanda from the time it gained 
independence from Belgium in 1962 until the genocide. 


After the election Kagame addressed thousands of backers 
and members of his Rwandan Patriotic Front gathering at 
Rwanda’s main Amahoro Stadium, where results were posted 
on the electronic score board as they were read on radio and 
TV. 


“| thank you for the confidence you have placed in me and 
i will not let you down," said Kagame, waving his baseball cap 
in salute to jubilant, dancing supporters. 


Kagame is a Tusti who led the rebels who toppled to Hutu 
extremists in July 1994 to end the 100-day genocide. He then 
led the fight against remnants of the genocida! regime who 
attacked the country from bases in neighbouring Congo. 
Parliament elected him President in 2000. 


Rwanda poll rigged, says EU team: Rwanda’s presidential 
election was marred by irregularities, including some instances 
of the President, Paul Kagame’s agents telling people to vote 
for him, the top European Union election observer said, Aug 27. 


Cloette Flesch, head of the 72 EU electoral observers who 
monitored the election, stopped short of endorsing Kagame’s 


landslide victory in the vote. At some polling stations, EU . 


observers saw electoral officials tell “voters what candidate they 
should vote for," Ms Flesch said. At others, Kagame's agents 
simply took over the entire operation and made sure all votes 
were cast for the incumbent, she said. 


After the voting ended, the EU observers were not allowed 
to monitor the tallying of results, Ms Flesch said. During the 
campaign, authorities harassed supporters of Faustin Twagira- 
mungu, the main opposition challenger, she said. 


Twagiramungu files suit to nullify presidential poll: 
Rwanda’'s leading opposition leader, Faustin Twagiramungu, has 
filed a petition with the Supreme Court seeking to nullify the 
just-ended presidential elections. 


"We need the Supreme Court, within its powers and 
independence, to nullify the just-concluded elections because 
they do not reflect the will of the people of Rwanda,” his 
spokesman, Ismail Mbonigaba, said, Aug 29. 


The petition cites cases of intimidation, pressure brought 
to bear on voters to vote for the incumbent, Paul Kagame, 
incidences of vote rigging and general violations of the 
electoral law as grounds for annulling the August 25 
presidential polls. 


The document also accuses the National Electoral Commis- 
sion of failing to observe impartiality throughout the electoral 
process, and Kagame of buying votes. 
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Kagame, the incumbent, won 95.05 per cent of the vote, 
Twagiramungu got 3.62 per cent and Nepomuscene Nayinzira 
1.33 per cent. The court has not yet set a date for a preliminary 
hearing. 

Parliamentary campaign begins: Campaigning for 
Rwanda’s first multiparty parliamentary elections - the last phase 
of the nine-year transition following the 1994 genocide - began, 
Sept 6, 11 days after incumbent President Paul Kagame won a 
landslide vote. 


Three parties and a multiparty coalition, along with 19 
independent candidates, will stand in the polls scheduled for 
September 29 - 30 and October 2, with up to 207 candidates in 
the race. Rwanda’s ruling party, the Rwandan Patriotic Front 
(RPF), has allied with four other parties to run a joint campaign. 


The parliamentary polls and Kagame’s August 25 electoral 
victory are seen as landmark events in helping the country along 
the path to democracy in the aftermath of the 1994 genocide, 
during which some 800,000 Tutsis and politically moderate Hutus 
were killed. Although three other parties—the Liberal Party, the 
Social Democratic Party and the Pary for Progress and 
Harmony—have announced their participation, observers said 
that most were allied with the ruling RPF party, and could not 
be considered to be strong opposition parties. Ail three backed 
Kagame during August's presidential race. 


b. Maj Ntabakuze ordered killings of Tutsi 
refugees: A prosecution witness, Sept 8, told the 
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), 
that the former commander of Kanombe Para-com- 
mando battalion in Kigali, Maj Aloys Ntabakuze, 
ordered the killings of Tutsi refugees at Kagbayi, 
Gitarama prefecture (central Rwanda) in April 1994. 


The allegations were made by a protected witness code- 
named "XAI" during the trial of four former senior military officers 
in the former Rwandan army (ex-FAR) who are accused of 
genocide and other related charges. XAI said that he was one 
of the wounded soldiers who were evacuated from Kanombe 
military hospital in Kigali to a makeshift camp in the town of 
Gitarama in May 1994. 


"Ntabakuze came to our camp and angrily asked how soldiers 
could be living in the open air while ‘snakes’ were in houses", 
declared the witness, adding that Ntabakuze was referring to 
Tutsi refugees who were living in buildings below the camp. 


"He said that if we were unable to deal with the refugees, 
he was going to seek the help of Interahamwe militia known as 
Zulus", said the witness. He continued that a short while later, 
the militia arrived and dragged the refugees to a wood area near 
the camp. 


Soldiers killed Tutsis and threw them into pit latrines: 
The 14th prosecution witness in the trial of four former senior 
army officers in the former Rwandan army (ex-FAR), Sept 4, 
told the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) that 
soldiers killed Tutsis and threw them in pit latrines in April 
1994. 

The protected witness code-named “DW " to keep her identity 
secret, is a survivor of the massacres committed in her native 
Rubungo commune, Kigali rural prefecture (central Rwanda). 
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The witness revealed that on April 8, 1994, many people of 
all ethnic groups took refuge in sector Remera at a place called 
Kibagabaga before moving on to Karama hill. 

They had run away from the sounds of gunfire that engulfed 
the area from the night of April 6. The death of Habyarimana 
that night marked the beginning of the genocide in Rwanda. 


Soldiers form Kami military barracks arrived in Karama and 
started killing Tutsis who wanted to flee by throwing grenades 
at them. They then threw their bodies in the pit latrines of a 
school situated at the top of the hill. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Rwanda, page 1122:a] 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Kabbah okays reopening of Liberia border: 
President Kabbah, Aug 26, granted permission for 
the reopening of the Sierra Leone/Liberia border for 
humanitarian purposes. 


This was part of a request made by the UN envoy to Liberia, 
Jacque Klein when he paid him a courtesy call, Aug 25. 
Presidential spokesman, Kanji Daramy confirmed this develop- 
ment to Concord Times, Aug 28. 


He said Klein " asked for UN vehicles to move across our 
border into Liberia for humanitarian and other logistical pur- 
poses," and " the President accepted." 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SOMALIA 


a. Foreign terror suspects freed in Puntland: 
The authorities in the self-declared autonomous 
region of Puntland have freed seven foreign nation- 
als arrested on suspicion of having links with 
terrorist groups, according to a local journalist in 
Bosaso, the region’s commercial capital. 


Abdinasir Mire Adan said that the suspects were “Pakistani 
nationals", who had been arrested by Puntland security officials 
at Bosaso airport on August 22. 


- The seven had been arrested on the orders of the Puntland 
Intelligence Service (PIS), set up recently "as an anti-terrorist 
unit". However, it later turned out that the seven were members 
of a religious order known as the Tablig, who travel the world 
"to propagate the Islamic faith". 


They were released, Aug 23, after "a PIS investigation found 
they had no links with any terrorist organisation", the jcurnalist 
said. They were part of a larger group, some of whom went to 
Mogadishu while others went to Hargeysa. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Ready-to-roll AIDS plan "on track”: If the 
cabinet approved a plan currently being drawn up 
for the treatment of AIDS patients at state facilities, 
including antiretroviral (ARV) drugs, it would be 
possible to introduce it almost immediately, one of 
the drafters said, Sept 5. 


African Chronicle 


August 27—September 9, 2003 


That did not mean all people in need of ARVs would get 
them straight away, Ira Magaziner, chairman of the William 
Jefferson Clinton Foundation’s AIDS Initiative, told reporters 
in Pretoria. Experts are assisting a 16-member local task team 
in drawing up the plan, as requested by the cabinet a month 
ago. 

The plan would outline the roll-out week by week, Magaziner 
said. "But it can’t all happen on day one." Dr Anthony Mbewu, 
chairman of the team, said it was difficult to put.a firm figure on 
the time needed to provide ARVs to 100 per cent of the people 
eligible to use them. 


A number of facilities, like training hospitals, were ready to 
administer the drugs, he said. Magaziner said at léast eight or 
nine things needed to be in place simultaneously to make the 
whole programme work. 


If staff had been trained, but part of the drug supplies had 
not arrived, it could not happen. The task team’s deadline is 
September 30. 


"Things are going well," said Mbewu. "The process is on 
track." Ten work groups, all headed by task team members, had 
been established to look into different aspects. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Bckground Info. South Africa, page 1136:a] 


SUDAN 


a. Darfur ceasefire accord signed: The Suda- 
nese government and Darfur-based rebel Sudan 
Liberation Army (SLA) signed a ceasefire accord in 
the Chadian town of Abeche; Sept 3, under the 
auspices of the Chadian government, Sudanese 
television reported. 


Ismat Abd-al-Rahman Zayn-al-Abidin, the commander of 
western military area, signed on behalf of the government and 
SLA army chief of staff Abdullah A! Bakr signed on behalf of the 
rebels. The signing ceremony was attended by Abdullah Moussa 
Abderahmane, the Chadian minister of public security and 
immigration. 


"The agreement covered ceasefire, cessation of all opera- 
tions that contribute to the deterioration of the situation [in 
Darfur], ways of controlling armed irregular groups, and release 
of all prisoners of war and those detained in connection with the 
crisis from both sides,” the television said. The accord will go 
into effect on September 6 for a duration of 45 days, it said. 


Darfur rebels accuse government of breaking ceasefire: 
A rebel group in western Sudan’s Darfur region, the Sudan 
Liberation Movement/Army (SLM/A), has accused the Sudanese 
government of breaking a ceasefire agreement signed, Sept 3, 
by both sides. 


SLM secretary-general Minni Arkou Minnawi said the gov- 
ernment had attacked three of its camps outside Kutum, northern 
Darfur. On August 31, two helicopter gunships and government 
militias attacked the camps, he said, killing two members of the 
SLA and injuring four. 


"We don’t know how many civilians have been caught up in 
it," he added. Minnawi said similar attacks were continuing. 
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The Sudanese government said that it had freed 54 SLA 
prisoners as part of the agreement, agencies reported. 


b. UNHCR says no evidence of killing in 
refugee camp: There is no evidence to support 
claims that a number of Sudanese refugees were 
killed during a police raid recently on Kiryandongo 
refugee camp, western Uganda, 
sept 8. 


"We went into the settlement and as far as we can tell there 
is nothing which could confirm the rumours that anyone has 
been killed in Kiryandongo," Steven Gonah, UNHCR's senior 
protection officer, said. 


"We heard stories to that effect but no one making the 
accusations has managed to give us any details so far - no 
names, ages, relatives or where they might be buried.” 


in the early hours of September 1, local police started forcibly 
loading Kiryandongo’s 16,000 refugees onto trucks bound for 
relocation to refugee camps further north in Uganda’s West Nile 
district. 


The refugees protested against the move saying they feared 
an attack by the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebel group, 
which operates there. 


The Kampala-based Refugee Law Project (RLP) maintains 
that a number of people were killed during the operation. "We've 
spoken to many refugees from inside the camp who told us the 
same things - about seven or so people dying in these ways. 
They show remarkable consistency," Immanuel Bagyenda, an 
RLP official, said. 


Change of plan in refugee relocation: Plans to relocate 
thousands of Sudanese refugees from an area in western 
Ethiopia where ethnic clashes killed some 100 people a few 
months ago have been abandoned, the UN refugee agency, 
UNHCR, reported, Sept 2. 


However, an alternative site is being sought and the 
relocation should be done by the end of the year, UNHCR 
said. 


UNHCR’s Mahary Maasho said that the plan to move 24,500 
refugees from Fugnido in Ethiopia’s remote Gambella region to 
the new site—about 50 km away—had been scrapped following 
serious flooding at Odier during heavy rains. 


"This site had to be abandoned unfortunately,” Mahary said. 
"This was a new site and nobody was able to tell what would 
happen during the rains." l 


UNHCR had announced plans to move thousands of 
refugees from Fugnido camp in February after fierce clashes 
pitted Anuaks against Nuers and Dinkas, both inside the camp 
and within the Ethiopian host community. Forty-two people were 
killed in the worst clash, which occurred within the camp in 
November 2002. 


At the end of December 2002, over 500 refugees were 
transported to the Bonga refugee camp, some 160 kilometres 
northeast of Fugnido. UNHCR had intended turning the site at 
Qdier into a camp for Nuers and Dinkas. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
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SWAZILAND 


a. Legal experts review controversial draft 
constitution: The International Bar Association 
(IBA) has submitted to the Swazi government what 
legal experts call as the most comprehensive 
assessment yet of King Mswati’s proposed draft 
constitution. 


While a panel of constitutional attorneys found legal incon- 
sistencies in the document, it congratulated the nation for 
seeking a restoration of rule of law in governance. 


"Several centuries of tradition will be changed by the 
implementation of the new constitution because of its inclusion 
of a Bill of Rights, something which the Swazi people have been 
calling for, for some time. However, the panel recommends 
further initiatives," said chairman of the panel, Dr Phillip 
Tahmindjis, at a press conference announcing the report in the 
capital, Mbabane, Sept 5. 


Tahmindjis emphasised that the 119-page draft constitution 
was merely a beginning on the road to bring Swaziland, which 
is ruled by sub-Saharan Africa’s last absolute monarch, in line 
with international norms on governance and human rights. 


This contrasts with the view of royal authorities, who 
instigated the constitution following pressure from the interna- 
tional community. King Mswati said he intends to approve the 
constitution by November, saying it contains the wishes of the 
Swazi people. 


[Backgroung info. Swaziland, page 1125:a] 


b. Celebrities in limelight in parliamentary 
poll: In a conservative society where male elders - 
are traditionally chosen for positions of authority, an 
unprecedented number of teenagers and women 
have been selected by their communities to com- 
pete in the primaries for the 55 seats in the House 
of Assembly in Swaziland. 


King Mswati appoints an additional 10 MPs. 


Candidates, some of whom have been accused of being 
clueless about issues, are trading on their fame to obtain a 
prestigious parliamentary seat, with its good pay and other 
privileges. In a nation where political opposition parties are 
banned by royal decree, candidates have no party platforms to 
run on. They run as individuals, and name recognition helps. 


"Never in the history of the country’s political life have 
elections ignited so much interest from youth and flamboyant 
personalities from the different sectors of Swazi society,” noted 
the Times of Swaziland. 


c. King picks teenagers as 11th wife: Swaz- 
iland’s King Mswati II] has chosen a 17-year-old girl 
to become his 11th wife, alarming health workers 
who say he is setting a bad example for a kingdom 
ae of the highest HIV infection rates in the 
world. 


The Royal Palace announced that Mswati planned to marry 
Noliqhwa Ntentensa at a ceremony when she will be 18. He 
will be 36. 
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Ntentensa was chosen by Mswati in 2001 after he reviewed 
videotapes of semi-naked maidens taking part in the traditional 
Reed Dance ceremony, an annual homage to the queen mother. 


Palace sources said the engagement had been announced 
in part to clear the way for Mswati to choose even more fiances 
at the Reed Dance in September. 


"It is against custom for the king to go looking for new wives 
when a girl chosen at the Reed Dance in 2002, is still 
unaccounted for," a palace source said. Mswati’s Reed Dance 
selection in 2002 caused a stir when the mother of one of the 
three girls chosen to be Mswati’s new brides went to court 
charging that her 18-year-old daughter had been kidnapped by 
the royal household. 


The case sparked a showdown between the palace and 
Swaziland's judiciary, which Mswati’s government eventually won 
by refusing to accept court jurisdiction over the king in a move 
critics say exposes Mswati’s increasingly authoritatian streak. 
The mother later dropped the kidnapping charges, saying her 
daughter was resigned to her fate. 


Women’s right activists and AIDS campaigners have criti- 
cized Mswati’s latest choice of a new bride, which comes cespite 
his own order two years ago that teenage girls should remain 
virgins to help stem the AIDS crisis in Swaziland, where the adult 
HIV infection rate is approaching 40 per cent. 


Girls were told to wear woollen tassels called "umcwasho" 
to symbolize their purity. Mswati has paid a fine of five cows for 
breaking the chastity rule. But health workers say the damage 
is done. | 


"Nobody is obeying the- chastity rules because the king isn't. 
If the king had been faithful to his rules, every girl in Swaziland 
would be wearing the tassels. Every.school headmaster would 
insist they do, because the king was showing the way," said 
Nomsa Ndumiso, a nurse in an Mbabane suburb. 


Ntombi Shabalala, a health worker in Mbabane, agreed. "This 
could have worked, and it would have had a real impact an the 
spread of AIDS, because people honour the king,” Shabalala 
said. “This is a disappointment for AIDS workers,". 


(SOURCE: Statesman, Calcutta) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Poll setback to Mugabe party: Zim- 
babwe’s opposition won control of 10 town 
Councils in the local elections, according to 
results released, Sept 2. 


Opposition officials hailed the victory as a sign people ‘were 
dissatisfied with the government. The local elections in the 
country, which included races for two vacant parliament seats, 
were beset by low voter-turnout and reports of political 
intimidation by members of the ruling party. 


Overall, the opposition Movement for Democratic Change 
won 134 Council seats across the country to the ruling party’s 
100. The opposition also retained its parliament seat in central 
Harare, while the ruling party retained a seat in Makonde, a 
traditional stronghold of the ruling ZANU-PF. 
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The opposition spokesman, Paul Themba Nyathi, said his 
party’s gains signified “a complete rejection of a regime that has 
brought poverty and misery to Zimbabwe”. 


The country is suffering its worst economic crisis since 
independence in 1980, with record inflation of 400 per cent, one 
of the highest rates in the world. 


Youth exploited to keep Zanu-PF in power: The youth of 
Zimbabwe were being sacrificed to keep the country’s ruling 
party, Zanu-PF, in power, according to a report by the Solidarity 
Peace Trust released, Sept 5. 


The trust is an organisation of South African and Zimbab- 
wean bishops and compiled the report based on state-controlled 
and independent media reports, training material from youth 
militia camps, interviews with those tortured by the militia and 
the youth militia themselves. 


The national youth service training programme, introduced 
two years ago and now referred to by the Zimbabwean 
government as compulsory, "masquerades as a youth training 
scheme that imparts useful skills and patriotic values,” said the 
report. 


"The reality is a paramilitary training programme for Zim- 
babwe's youth with the clear aim of inculcating blatantly 
anti-democratic, racist and xenophobic attitudes.” 


According to the report, "The youth militia have... become 
one of the most commonly reported violators of human rights, 
with accusations against them including murder, torture, rape 
and destruction of property.“ 


“They have been blatantly used by Zanu-PF as a campaign 
tool, being given impunity and implicit powers to mount 
roadblocks, disrupt MDC (Movement for Democratic Change) 
rallies, and intimidate voters." 


Anglican Archbishop of Matabeleland and member of the 
Solidarity Peace Trust, Pius Ncube, told reporters: "Up to 50,000 
people have gone through such training". 


The report maintained: “Having been thoroughly brain- 
washed, the youth militias are deployed to carry out whatever 
instructions they receive from their political commissars, on the 
understanding that they will never be called to account by this 
regime for any of their deeds.. 


"many of them have become victims of human rights 
abuses themselves in the course of training. The most 
conspicuous example of this abuse is the rape and multiple rape 
of young girls by the boys undergoing training with them, and 
by their military instructors. 


"The resulting pregnancies and infections with sexually-trans- 
mitted diseases, including HIV, not only devastate the lives of 
the youth concerned but are creating a terrible legacy for the 
nation," the report stated. 


b. Shortage of magistrates hits Masvingo 
province: Masvingo province has been hard-hit by 
a serious shortage of magistrates that-has resulted 
in a backlog of both criminal and civil cases, 
according to Masvingo provincial magistrate Enias 
Magate. 
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Speaking at the swearing-in ceremony of new magistrate 
Timeon Makunde, Sept 1, Magate said the shortage of staff had 
negatively affected the operations of the judicial system in the 
province. 


He said Masvingo province should have nine magistrates 
who are supposed to preside over criminal and civil cases, but 
has only four. “The shortage of magistrates continues to haunt 
our station and this has resulted in a serious backlog of cases," 
Magate said. 


He added: "The swearing-in of Makunde will certainly 
alleviate our otherwise bad situation. It is hoped that it will help 
in reducing the backlog which was threatening to get out of 
hand.” 


Magate could not provide statistics on the backlog, but at 
this time in 2002, 1,400 criminal cases and 800 civil cases were 
awaiting trial in the province. 


The shortage of magistrates has affected most of Zimbabwe's 
magisterial courts over the past year. 


Nearly haif of all senior and experienced magistrates at the 
country's largest magisterial court, the Harare Magistrates’ 
Court; have resigned over poor salaries and working condi- 
tions. 


Harare province should have about 37 magistrates handling 
criminal and civil cases, but has only 19 magistrates, four of 
whom are presently at the University of Zimbabwe furthering 
their studies. 


This has effectively left the province with only 15 working 
magistrates. 


in Bulawayo, two regional magistrates have tendered their 
resignations from the magistrates’ court. 


c. Majority of invited African ministers snub 
Harare summit: Only one minister out of an invited 
12 eastern and southern African urban development 
ministers turned up in Harare, Aug 28, for a two-day 
regional ministers’ conference on urban agriculture 
and food security. 


Out of the 12 countries invited only five, including host country 
Zimbabwe, are attending the regional meeting which was 
organised by the ministry of local government, public works and 
national housing and the municipal development partnership 
(MDP) for Eastern and Southern Africa. 


Even Zimbabwe's local government minister Ignatius 
Chombo, supposedly hosting the conference, appeared to snub 
the event, only sending his deputy Fortune Charumbira to 
represent him. 


Ministry officials at the conference, which ended, Aug 29, 
in Harare, refused to comment on the absence of invited 
guests. 


The conference sought to garner support for urban agriculture 
from governments within the region which is considered another 
way to ensure food security and poverty reduction within the 
cities and towns. 


But low turnout marred the conference, with only Swaziland’s 
housing .minister Albert Shabangu turning up for the meeting, 


while Botswana, Uganda, South Africa, Zambia, Lesotho, 
Mozambique, Ethopia and Namibia failed to attend. 


Special affairs minister John Nkomo, who opened the 
meeting, Aug 28, told delegates that the government had 
identified 18 farms for acquisition within Harare as part of the 
government's controversial land reform programme. 


However, Tobias Takavarasha, the director of food, agricul- 
ture, natural resources and policy analysis network, said that 
although the government had acquired some land in urban areas, 
it had failed to come up with a policy on how the land should 
be utilised. 


(SOURCE: Independent, Harare and Hindu, Madras) 


INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS 


a. WTO accord to provide cheap drugs to 
poor countries: Following an impassioned ap- 
peal from Africa, the World Trade Organisation, 
Aug 30, sealed a deal to allow poor countries to 
import cheap copies of the patented drugs to fight 
killer diseases such as AIDS, malaria and tuber- 
culosis. 


"Ail people of goodwill and good conscience will be very 
happy today with the decision the WTO members have made," 
the Kenyan Ambassador, Amina Chawahir Mohamed, said. "It 
is especially good news for the people of Africa who desperately 
need access to affordable medicine." 


The United States has been trying to protect the interests 
of the drug companies, which fear they could lose control of 
their patent rights. 


However, US concessions recently broke an eight- month 
deadlock on the issue. 


The final breakthrough followed a meeting, Aug 29, during 
which representatives of many African countries pleaded with 
other diplomats to stop trying to win last-minute advantages for 
their nations. 


In a joint statement, they noted nearly 2.2 million Africans 
had died from AIDS and other killer diseases since the issue 
became deadlocked on Dec 16. 


"For us, the request by the African countries was a decisive 
factor. All of us couldn't fail to be touched by that,” said the 
Brazilian Ambassador, Luis Felipe de Seixas Carrea. 


The WTO's General Council reconvened, Aug 30, and 
formaily approved an agreement, reached by a lower body 
earlier. 

"This is a historic agreement for the WTO," said the 
Director-General, Supachaij Panitchpakdi. 

“The final piece of the jigsaw has fallen into place, allowing 
poorer countries to make full use of the flexibilities in the WTO's 
intellectual property rules in order to deal with the diseases that 
ravage their people.” 


(SOURCE: Hindu, New Delhi) 
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ANALYSIS 


Rwanda welcomes home its killers 


takes place inside the corrugated tin classrooms of Mutobo 
may be genocide rehab. Nine years after the slaughter, 
Rwanda’s killers are coming home and this centre in Ruhengeri 
province in the north-west of the country is their first stop. 
Drizzle and damp make it a humid morning but the 273 Hutus 
gathered in one of the giant classrooms are in good form. The 
history lesson has just concluded and before the civics teacher 
starts there is time for singing and dancing. 


In bare feet and battered boots they leap and twirl and stamp 
the earth floor while belting out a traditional tune with new lyrics. 
“Thank you, oh Rwanda, for bringing us out of the forest, out of 
the horror, for saving us," they sing. 


Survivors of the genocide voiced the same sentiments in 
1994 when a Tutsi-led army swept the extremist Hutu regime 
from power and its murderous soldiers from the country. 


Now it is the killers’ turn to emerge from hiding and give 
thanks. Rwanda’s Tutsi president, Paul Kagame,has embarked 
on a policy of reconciliation and reintegration, promising freedom 
and security to Hutus who return from exile. 


For many survivors it is painful to see the killers back, 
mingling in the market, worshipping at church. But driving the 
government's policy is hardheaded calculation. At least 25,000 
Hutu rebels who roam eastern Congo in the pay of Kagame’s 
opponents could resume attacks inside Rwanda. Having invaded 
Congo but failed to capture or kill those fighters, the government 
believes it is wiser to woo them. 


At stake is not only Rwanda’s security but peace in Congo. 
Take away the Hutu rebels and there is one group less to prolong 
Congo’s messy conflict. The wooing is not easy because those 
still in the forest tend to be those implicated in the 1994 
massacres in whicb 800,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus were 
killed. The less guilty have already returned. 


Isolated and suspicious, the rebels fear arrest and execution 
the moment they set foot in Rwanda. Many do not hear the UN 
radio broadcasts assuring safety, and those who do are deterred 
from returning by commanders who want to stay in Congo. 


Rwandan officials also accuse Congo’s President, Joseph 
Kabila, of breaching a peace accord by secretly encouraging the 
Hutus—a proxy force for his government—to stay. 


More than 3,000 have returned since March 2002, far fewer 
than expected. "It is disappointing, but we think it is just a matter 
of time before the rest follow," said Faustin Rwigema, of the 
Rwandan demobilization and reintegration commission. An 
official for the UN’s mission in Congo said those who cross the 


| t is called a demobilization centre but a better term for what 


border are scared to death, but they come because after nine 
years they have had enough of the forest. 


The Guardian accompanied two men who had just emerged 
to the demobilization centre at Mutobo. Driving through Kigali, 
the capital, their eyes widened: "All these fancy buildings, this 
road, they are new,” said one. The green, hilly countryside was 
another revelation: farmers tending fields, roads busy with 
cyclists and trucks, freshly-painted signs for tourists, a country 
at peace. The last time the men saw the hills they were in flames, 
when mobs tried to smoke out Tutsis sheltering in woods. 


Mutobo held another pleasant surprise: a reunion with friends 
and comrades from Congo. The Centre hosts the returnees for 
45 to 60 days after which they are given cash, blankets, 
kitchenware and sent home. The idea is to orientate and prepare 
for civilian life. 


No effort is made to ascertain guilt in the hope of encouraging 
more to follow. "We don’t ask what they did in 1994. Those 
questions they can face when they return to their villages and 
meet neighbours", said Frank Musonera, the centre manager. 


After breakfast the guests——they are not called inmates—are 
instructed on history (pre-colonial, colonial and what happened 
while they were away), human rights, gender relations, justice 
and law, and practical things like starting a business. "It is not 
brainwashing. it is about how to behave and cope in today’s 
Rwanda," said Sam Barigye, a sensitization officer. 


"We like it here,” said Jean-Pierre Nzabahimana, 27. "Before 
we had the bad ideology, now we are learning how things really 
are", Others echoed that. Sincerity was difficult to gauge: no one 
at Mutobo admits to participating in the genocide. 


In theory those returnees guilty of crimes will face a traditional 
justice known as gacaca, a cross between a community and 
formal court which has been revived to deal with low-level killers. 
Leaders could still end up at the UN tribunal in Arusha, Tanzania. 
Earlier in 2002 the government freed 25,000 prisoners mostly 
held for genocide in response to overcrowding and slow trials, 
Among them was Abudurikalimu Nzabonimpaye, 29, who admits 
to slaughtering Tutsis. Over a Coke and-kebab, he said he was 
sorry for what he did. Sitting a few feet away, Anastaste 
Ngarambe, 49, said he had forgiven Nzabonimpaye for killing 
six members of his family. "He is behaving well now," said 
Ngarambe. “I have shaken his hand. The government said it 
would not accept revenge". 


-Rory Carroll in Guardian, London and reproduced in Deccan 
Herald, Bangalore) 
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ALGERIA 


a. Algerian pilot to sue FBI: An Algerian pilot 
based in Britain and wrongly accused by the United 
States government of training some of the Septem- 
ber 11 hijackers is to sue the FBI and the department 
of justice for $20 million, his British lawyers 
announced, Sept 15. 


Lotfi Raissi, 29, who spent five months in Belmarsh 
high-security prison following the attacks on the World Trade 
Center and the Pentagon, had originally been told by the US 
that he was likely to be charged with conspiracy to murder and 
could face the death penalty. 


Howeer, a British judge refused to extradite him to America 
on the grounds that there was no evidence against him. On Sept 
15, his US attorneys issued claims against the FBI and the 
department of justice of $10 million each. 


(SOURCE: Asian Age, New Delhi) 


ANGOLA 


a. Agostinho Neto remembered on Hero’s 
Day: A discussion, Sept 13, on the life of Agostinho 
Neto marked the National Hero’s Day. 


Addressing the meeting, historian Cristov’'o Kajibanga 
praised Agostinho as the nation’s founder, as a poet, humanist 
and physician. The speaker said that Agostinho Neto, through 
words and writings, has denounced the atrocities made by the 
fascist Portuguese regime in Angola. Kajibanga termed the late 
poet as "a national and international reference", and underlined 
that, despite having been jailed several times, he mobilized the 
populations for the armed struggie that led to national liberation. 


The meeting was attended by members of the provincial 
administration, political party representatives, students and other 
individualities. September 17 is reserved for the presentation of 
a draft-project of the National Archeology Museum, the placing 
of the first stone for the construction of houses and of a water 
reservoir in Uche locality, and a thanksgiving mass in memory 
of the first President of Angola. 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


BENIN 


a. Transborder robber Tidjani arrested: 
Authorities, Sept 13, handed over the car robbery 
kingpin, Ahmadu Tidjani, to Nigerian security offi- 
cials in line with the agreement signed by both 
countries in August to jointly fight transborder 
banditry. 
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People in the capital Cotonou- anaes as a a of 
Nigerian operatives took off with the wanted: i. 


The convoy which left HE ministry ob inte fae os will be 
heading to Lagos where Tidjani would be grilled by the 
detectives. 





At a meeting in August in Badagry which produced the 
agreement, Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo had warned 
his Beninoise counterpart, Mathieu Kerekou, against allowing 
armed bandits to-use his country as a base to raid Nigeria. 


During the meeting, President Obasanjo had accused the 
Beninoise authorities of shielding perpetrators of cross-border 
crimes and urged President Mathieu Kerekou to produce Tidjani, 
as a condition for reopening the borders between the two 
countries shut unilaterally by the federal goverment. 


(SOURCE: mal & Gudrdian, Johannesburg) 


BOTSWANA. 
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a. Botswana, Zimbabwe in a “Showdown over 
border: A diplomatic row is brewing between 
Zimbabwe and Botswana, following the erection of 
a 500-kilometre electric fence by the latter on part 
of their common border, to stop an influx of 
Zimbabwean illegal immigrants ‘a@nd- livestock. 


A three-metre high electric fence, whose construction began 
early in 2003, will snake through scrub-land that acts as a 
crossing point for refugees and illegal immigrants fleeing 
economic and politica! hardships in Zimbabwe. 


Some 167 kilometres of the fence has been erected so far, 
with some sections already electrified. 


When finished, the fence will stretch from Maitengwe, a 
village north of Botswana's second-largest city, Francistown, to 
Mabata, a camp next to where the two countries’ border meets 
with that of South Africa in eastern Botswana. 


Botswana hopes to finish construction of the fence by 2003, 
when immigration officers, reinforced by police and army units 
will patrol the barrier. 


But Zimbabweans are not amused. To start with, illegal 
immigrants are already vandalising parts of the fence to continue 
gaining entrance into Botswana, considered one of Africa's 
strongest economies. 


b. Ferry sinks, 20 feared dead: About 20 people 
are believed to have perished, Sept 17, when a 
ferry capsized at the Kazungula border crossing on 
the Zambezi River. 
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According to Kazungula police chief, Superintendent Frankel 
Mohutsiwa between 15 and 20 peopie were aboard the ald ferry 
when it capsized on the Zambian side of the border. 


The ferry capsized when a truck it was carrying tipped to the 
right side. 


"We suspect that when it fell on its side, the truck trapped 
the passengers, thus making it difficult for us to retrieve them," 
he said. 


Mohutsiwa said the Botswana police, Botswana defence 
force and their Zambian counterparts have teamed up in the 
rescue operation. 


“We still do not know how many people are in the water, but 
we are working round the clock with Zambian authorities to 
remove the trapped bodies," he said. 


He added that the work was risky as it involved diving into 
a crocodile infested river. A vehicle brought to pull out the truck 
and ferry from the river failed in the operation because of the 
combined weight of the sunken cargo and carrier. 


"To frighten wild animals that may also attack our 
scuba-divers, we have speedboats hovering over the 
waters," he said. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


BURKINA FASO 


a. Railway to Abidjan reopens after year-long 
closure: Train services between land-locked Burk- 
ina Faso and the Ivorian port of Abidjan resumed 
at the weekend after being interrupted for 12 months 
by the outbreak of civil war in Ivory Coast, it was 
reported, Sept 22. 


The border between the two countries was officially reopened 
to road traffic on September 10, but the first freight train from 
Abidjan only reached the southeastern town of Bobo Dioulasso, 
Sept 21. 


Burkina Faso has traditionally relied on the 1,150 km long 
rail link from Abidjan to Ouagadougou to carry most of its external 
trade. The railway line is also used by its landlocked neighbours 
Niger and Mali to import fuel. 


However, train services were interrupted on September 19, 
2002, when a failed coup in Ivory Coast degenerated into a 
civil war which left rebel forces holding the northern half of the 
country. 


That forced all three countries to intensify their use of road 
transport to other West African ports, notably Sekondi/Takoradi 
in Ghana, Lome in Togo, Cotonou in Benin, Conakry in Guinea 
and Dakar in Senegal. 

The signing of a peace agreement in Ivory Coast on January 
24 led to the resumption of road and rail traffic between the 
government and rebel-held areas a few months later. 


However, President Laurent Gbagbo blocked the resumption - 


of normal road and rail links with Burkina Faso until recently 
because of the country’s perceived support for rebel forces in 
the north. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


African Chronicle 


September 10—23, 2003 


BURUNDI 


a. Peace summit ends without agreement: A 
regional heads of state summit on Burundi ended, 
Sept 16, without an agreement being reached 
between the transitional government of Burundi and 
the main Hutu rebel group on the country’s politica 
and security issues. 


Tanzanian President Benjamin Mkapa told reporters that the 
talks had been “very frank" and had not "collapsed". However, 
Pierre Nkurunziza's faction of the Conseil National pour la 
Defense de la Democratie-Force pour la Defense de la 
Democratie (CNDD-FDD) rebel group blamed the Burundian 
government's intransigence for the implementation [of the 
ceasefire}," he said, without giving a timeframe for further 
meetings. 


The summit, which began, Sept 15, was attended by 
Presidents Joaquim Chissano of Mozambique and Thabo Mbeki 
of South Africa; the facilitator of the Burundi peace process and 
Deputy President of South Africa, Jacob Zuma, and repre- 
sentatives from countries in the region. 


Burundian President Domitien Ndayizeye and Nkurunziza 
headed their respective delegations. 


While the CNDD-FDD said it remained optimistic of a 
breakthrough in future talks, and reconfirmed its commitment to 
halt attacks against government troops while negotiations 
continue, it blamed the government for the deadlock. 


"We accepted the region’s proposal of CNDD-FDD filling 40 
per cent of the future army, police and intelligence services, but 
it was the government that would not accept it," Salvator 
Ntacobamaza, the CNDD-FDD assistant secretary-general, said 
after the talks. 


b. Nine killed in rebel attack on World Peace 
Day: Seven civilians and two soldiers were killed, 
Sept 21, when Forces Nationales de Liberation 
(FNL) rebels stormed into a restaurant and opened 
fire in Bangateri, Muyira Zone, 10 km east of the 
capital Bujumbura, army spokesman Col Agustin 
Nzabampema said. 


Muyira is in Kanyosha Commune, Bujumbura Rural Province. 


Nzabampema said, Sept 22, that other soldiers nearby 
returned fire. The attack occurred as the World Peace Day was 
being observed. The UN had appealed to all belligerents to cease 
hostilities during World Peace Day, and the FNL had declared 
that it would comply. 


"We had decided not to open fire out of respect for the UN 
appeal to all belligerents but what happened on Sunday (Sept 
21) at Muyira was that we saw four soldiers with guns wandering 
in our area, we considered this as a provocation, then we opened 
fire on them and killed them," Habimana said. 

He added, "The army retaliated forcefully, and innocent 
people died." 

-Habimana said that the FNL had thought that everyone would 
remain in their position in conformity with the UN appeal. 
Sporadic fighting has been reported in several parts of the 
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country throughout the year despite the signing of ceasefire 
agreements in 2002 between the transitional government and 
three rebel factions. The largest Hutu rebel movement, Conseil 
National pour la Defense de la Democratie-Forces pour la 
Defense de la Democratie (CNDD-FDD), led by Pierre Nku- 
runziza, signed a ceasefire agreement with the government on 
December 3, 2002. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Media rights body appeals for press 
freedom: An international media rights watchdog 
has appealed to the leader of the Central African 
Republic (CAR), Francois Bozize, to uphold, in full, 
his stated commitment to media freedom. 


In a letter to Bozize on September 9, delivered through the 
CAR embassy in Washington DC, the US-based Committee to 
Protect Journalists (CPJ) also called for the release of Michel 
Ngokpele, the director of publication at the privately owned 
French language daily, Le Quotidien de Bangui. 


CPJ said Ngokpele was sentenced to a six-month term on 
June 26 for defamation and "inciting ethnic hatred". It said that 
local reporters had expressed concern that charges such as this 
were vague and could be used to punish:journalists reporting 
matters of public concern. It said Ngokpele was arrested on May 
18 in the southwestern town of Mbaiki, ‘after his newspaper 
published an article detailing corruption and embezzlement by 
Dr Thomas d’Acquin Koyazegbe, who heads Mbaiki Hospital. 


CPJ also detailed the arrest of other journalists for various 
reasons, such as the refusal to divulge their news sources. 


"While CPJ understands that the Central African press is 
young, we believe that an open environment with civil, instead 
of criminal, restitution for press offences is the best way to foster 
media professionalism,” the rights group said. It added that only 
an environment that fostered press freedom would allow for the 
full exercise of democracy. It reminded Bozize of his own 
commitment to that ideal. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Global court to probe crimes in Congo: 
The chief prosecutor for the new global criminal 
court said, Sept 16, he intended to make reported 
massacres and other crimes in the eastern Congo 
region of Ituri his first subject of investigation. 


Luis Moreno-Ocampo, an Argentine, told representatives 
from 91 nations who have ratified the treaty establishing the 
International Criminal Court that rights groups estimated at least 
5,000 civilians died in Ituri since July 2002. 


At the same meeting, delegates elected Belgian Serge 
Brammertz as the deputy prosecutor in charge of investigations. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
(Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1130:a] 
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DJIBOUTI 


a. Thousands of illegal immigrants leave 
before deadline:Thousands of illegal immigrants 
left Djibouti in the past few weeks, ahead of the 
expiry on Sept 15 of a deadline set by the country’s 
government, a local journalist said. 


in late July, Djiboutis interior minister, Abdiqadir Du'ale 
Wa'ays, had warned illegal immigrants to leave by the end of 
August or face expulsion. He later extended the deadline to 
September 15. 


"Roughly 70,000 people, or about 80 per cent of immigrants, 
appear to have left the country", the journalist said. "Others who 
opted to remain have been taken to the Aour Aousa camp to 
be registered. 


Millicent Mutuli of UNHCR said Aour Aousa—set up as a 
transit centre for 3,000 asylum seekers—now houses 10,000 
people. 

However, other people were hiding in Djibouti city to avoid 
expulsion, according to reports. "We have reports of refugees 
undertaking fake marriages, and others buying fake IDs," the 
journalist said. 

A joint police and military operation comprising 5,000 men, 
Sept 16, netted 100 illegal immigrants in the two districts of 
Ambouli and Gabode in Djibouti City, he said. 


According to the journalist, the crackdown on illegal immi- 
grants—who mainly come from Somalia, Ethiopia and Yemen— 
may have been motivated by external pressure. The US, French, 
Spanish and German military forces are based in Djibouti as 
part of the global fight against terrorism. 


US denies being behind expulsions: The US is denying 
responsibility for the ongoing expulsion from Djibouti of more 
than 10 per cent of the country’s residents. 


In a statement quoted by the French Press Agency, the US 
embassy in Djibouti said on September 4 that it "has not 
participated in and has nothing to do with this operation at any 
level whatsoever, in conception or execution.” 


Djibouti officials maintain that the mass expulsions were 
being carried out for economic and security reasons and were 
not the result of any outside pressure. 


Some 100,000 foreigners were told in July that they must 
leave Djibouti, a country with an estimated population of 725,000. 
About 60,000 have already departed, and thousands more are 
reportedly stranded in makeshift camps on Djibouti's borders 
with Somalia, Ethiopia and Eritrea. 

The Djibouti government has ordered them ail to leave by 
September 15. 

Some 1,500 American troops are stationed at a base in 
Djibouti that serves as the East African operational hub for 
Washington's “war on terrorism." l 

The US State Department has warned that the presence of 
these troops could increase the chances of terrorist attacks in 
Djibouti. 

(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


1156 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Peace process at ‘critical’ stage, says 
United Nations: The Ethiopia-Eritrea peace proc- 
ess is at a "critical" juncture with demarcation of the 
contested 1,000-kilometre border between the two 
countries just weeks away, the United Nations 
stated, Sept 19. 


“Clearly this is an important time," George Somerwill, deputy 
spokesman of the UN’s Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE), 
told journalists at a video-linked press briefing between Asmara 
and Addis Ababa. "There are clearly a lot of meetings taking 
place and we can presume, a lot of people, the major players, 
are all talking to each other." Somerwill added: "Obviously 
demarcation is an extremely important part of the whole process 
of bringing about peace between Eritrea and Ethiopia.” 


Legwaila Joseph Legwaila, head of the peacekeeping 
mission, is currently in the United States, where he is meeting 
top officials ahead of a Security Council meeting in New York, 
at which UNMEE's mandate is expected to be extended for a 
further six months - until March 2004. During his visit Legwaila 
will meet US assistant secretary of state for Africa Walter 
Kansteiner and other senior officials, UNMEE confirmed. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 


GAMBIA 


a. Protocol on human rights relating to 
women signed: The Gambia has become the first 
member state of the African Union to sign the 
Protocol to the African Charter on Human and 
People Rights relating to the rights of women. 


The permanent representative of the Gambia to the African 
Union, Dr. Oma A. Touray, signed the Protocol on behalf of his 
government, it was reported, Sept 19. Dr Touray on the occasion 
stated that his country was the first to sign the Protocol relating 
to the rights of women in Africa because it attached great 
importance to the rights and welfare of women. 


The interim chairperson of the commission of the African 
Union, Amara Essy, on his part, congratulated the Gambia for 
taking the lead in signing the protocol, adding that the gesture 
placed the Gambia among the countries at the forefront in the 
struggle for women’s rights on the continent, as the country had 
demonstrated in appointing a women Vice-President and many 
women in high.government posts. 


It will be recalled that the commissioner-elect responsible for 
political affairs in the Commission of the African Union, Mrs Julia 
Dolly Joiner, is a national of the Gambia. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johnnesburg) 


GUINEA BISSAU 


a. UN Secretary General Annan condemns 
coup: United Nations Secretary-General Kofi An- 
nan, Sept 15, condemned the coup in Guinea-Bis- 
sau, and urged measures to bring stability to the 
African nation. 
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In a statement released by his spokesman, Annan also 
called for the restoration of constitutional order. 


He further called on the parties concerned not to resort to 
any acts of violence or retribution and urged that every effort be 
made tô ensure the safety and security of ail, the spokesman 
said. 


Kumba Yala supports formation of new government: 
Ousted President Kumba Yala urged the people of Guinea 
Bissau, Sept 17, to support the formation of a government of 
national unity that would lead the country to fresh elections 
“within a reasonable period." 


Speaking three days after he was removed from office by a 
bloodiess coup, Kumba Yala submitted his resignation as head 
of state to add a veneer of constitutional legality to the fait 
accompli . 

His pre-recorded speech was broadcast on local radio and 
television stations after it had been scrutinised and approved by 
General Verissimo Correia Seabra, the head of the armed forces, 
who seized power, Sept 14. 


Earlier in the day, a crowd of several thousand people 
marched through the streets of the capital Bissau in support of 
the military takeover. 


Kumba Yala, who was constantly hampered by a shortage 
of money to pay soldiers and civil servants, appealed to the 
international community to be generous in helping Guinea-Bis- 
sau get back on the path to democratic government. 


His speech was broadcast following 48 hours of intensive 
talks between the ousted President, Correia Seabra and a 
delegation of ministers from the Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS). 


The ministers from Ghana, Senegal, Guinea-Conakry, Nige- 
ria, Gambia and Cape Verde were despatched to the former 
Portuguese colony of 1.3 million people to try and persuade the 
military to return to the barracks and leave civilians to run the 
government. 


Parliamentary elections expected in six months: A 
committee of political leaders and military officers was putting 
final touches, Sept 18, to plans for a transitional civilian 
government charged with holding fresh parliamentary elections 
in Guinea-Bissau in early 2004. 


Following negotiations with a delegation of ministers from 
the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), 
Kumba Yala issued a statement, Sept 17, announcing his 
resignation, urging the creation of a government of national unity 
to steer Guinea-Bissau out of its crisis, and calling on the military 
to return to the barracks. 


Sources close to the ad-hoc commission appointed by Correia 
Seabra to work out how the country should be governed in the 
immediate future, said it would recommend the appointment of a 
broad-based civilian government to rule the country for up to six 
months until fresh parliamentary elections were held. 


Correia Seabra, the chief of staff of the armed forces, would 
remain head of state until then, they said. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johnnesburg) 
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IVORY COAST 


a. France frees six people held for plotting to 
oust Gbagbo: France has released from custody 
Master Sergent Ibrahim Coulibaly, a well-known 
leader of military coup in ivory Coast, and five others 
who were arrested three weeks ago on suspicion 
of recruiting mercenaries to commit acts of terrorism 
in that country. 


French embassy officials confirmed media reports from Paris 
that Coulibaly and five of his alleged accomplices were freed on 
bail by an appeal court judge, Sept 16. A total of 12 men were 
arrested in France on August 23 and 24 . Only four now remain 
in custody. 


Shortly after the wave of arrests in France, Ivorian President 
Laurent Gbagbo accused Coulibaly, a key figure in previous 
military coup attempts, of plotting to assassinate him in 
connivance with several accomplices in the armed forces and 
police. 


Military sources said that more than 50 people were 
subsequently arrested, including an air force general arid a top 
police officer, although the military prosecutor’s office has only 
admitted holding 18 people - 11 military personnel and seven 
civilians. These have since been transfered to the jurisdiction of 
a civil court. 


The alleged coup plot was discovered at a time when the 
peace process in Ivory Coast was threatening to unravel over 
Gbagbo’s refusal to name a minister of defence and a minister 
of internal security acceptable to all parties in the broad-based 
government of national reconciliation headed by Prime Minister 
Seydou Diarra. 

(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


[Background Info. ivory Coast, page 1143:a] 


KENYA 
a. Bomb suspect charged: A sixth suspect was 


charged with the murder of 15 people in the bombing 


of a Coastal hotel. 


Omar Said Omar was accused of killing 12 Kenyans and 
three Israelis at the Paradise Hotel in Kikambala, Kilifi, on 
November 28, 2002. 


There was tight security at the Nairobi High Court and police 
screened those entering the court, including lawyers and 
journalists. More than 10 prison warders in full combat gear were 
deployed at the court where Justice John Osiemo read the 
charges to the suspect. 


His case was consolidated with another where five others— 
Kubwa Mohamed Seif, Kubwa Mohammed, Said Sagaar 
Ahmed, Aboud Rogo Mohammed and Salim Mohammed 
Khamis—are facing a similar charge. 


Defence lawyers Maobe Mao and Kiraithe Wandungi claimed 
the suspects were interrogated by local police and foreign 
agencies. They applied for court orders to bar them from 
interrogating the suspects on the issue. 
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Mao claimed that the rights of the suspects had been 
violated, adding that it was wrong to interrogate them while the 
matter was in court. 


"According to the law, they are brought to court after 
investigations are.compiete. | don't see why they are interrogated 
while in remand. That is prejudicial to them." 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Kenya, page 1119:a] 


LIBERIA 


a. Security Council approves 15,000 
peacekeepers: The United Nations Security Coun- 
cil unanimously approved the creation of a 15,000- 
strong peacekeeping force for Liberia to take over 
from a much smaller West African force which is 
currently struggling to impose peace and security 
after 14 years of civil war. 

The UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) will be formally created 
on October 1, two weeks before a new broad-based transitional 
government assumes power in Monrovia to guide the country to 
fresh elections in October 2005. 

UN officials reckon it will take about six months to work up 
to full strength. 

UNMIL was given an initial mandate of 12 months to enforce 
an August 18 peace agreement between the Liberian govern- 
ment and two rebel movements. 


The Security Council also charged it with helping the new 


= transitional government to-assert its authority throughout the 


country. The peacekeepers will be backed up by an international 
force of 1,115 civilian police officers. 


Retired US Air Force general, Jacques Paul Klein was 
appointed as head of UNMIL, which will be the second largest 
UN peacekeeping mission in the world after the one sent to 
neighbouring Sierra Leone three years ago. 


Klein was appointed by UN Secretary General Kofi Annan 
as his special representative in Liberia in July. He was formerly 
head of the UN Mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 


UN sends food to people in Buchanan: The United Nations 
has sent food to tens of thousands of people in the rebel-held 
Liberian city of Buchanan for the first time since heavy fighting 
erupted between the government and rebels earlier in 2003, but 
hundreds of thousands more in the country have received no 
humanitarian aid for months, it was reported, Sept 18. 


A convoy of food trucks arrived, Sept 17, in Buchanan, a 
port city 100 kilometres southeast of the capital Monrovia, 
following the deployment just outside the city of troops from the 
West African peacekeeping force ECOMIL, the UN World Food 
Programme (WFP) announced, Sept 18. 

Distribution of cereals, pulses and vegetable oil is due to 
start, Sept 18, to some 32,000 people in the city, which had 
been cut off for months by fighting round Monrovia. 

"This is an encouraging start, but security remains a huge 
problem for most of the country and there are still hundreds of 
thousands of people out there, who have received no humani- 
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tarian aid for months," WFP Liberia country director Justin 
Bagirishya said. "It is vital that we reach them over the coming 
weeks." WFP is also starting food distributions to tens of 
thousands of displaced Liberians and refugees from Sierra Leone 
in camps outside Monrovia. Over the past month, the agency 
has provided food assistance to some 420,000 people, most of 
them displaced by the fighting and living in temporary shelters 
in the capital. 


"Our capacity was seriously damaged by looting and 
destruction,” Bagirishya said. "We are now working round the 
clock to restore the operational capacity we need to feed half a 
million people. 

(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Liberia, page 1144:a] 


LIBYA 


a. UN lifts sanctions on Libya: The UN 
Security Council, Sept 12, lifted the sanctions 
slapped on Libya for the 1988 Lockerbie bombing, 
in a landmark step towards ending Libya’s long 
years of international isolation. 


The move clears the way for initial Libyan payments of up 
to 10 million dollars per victim, or 2.7 billion dollars in total, to 
the families of the 270 people killed in the bombing of US PanAm 
flight 103. 


With dozens of anxious relatives watching from the council 
galleries, the vote passed 13-0 with abstentions from the United 
States, which is keeping its own sanctions on Libya in place, 
and France. 


Many of them had watched in anger, Sept 9, when the French 
delayed'a vote on ending the sanctions until winning a promise 
of more money from Tripoli over the separate 1989 bombing of 
a French airliner, also blamed on Libya. 


"Another step has been completed in our journey," said Glenn 
Johnson, chairman of Victims of PanAm Flight 103, which 
represents most of the families of the 169 US victims of the 
plane that crashed in Lockerbie, Scotland. 

"We will never get over this as long as we live,” he said. 

The vote, Sept 12, went ahead after Paris announced it would 
not block the measure after a new deal was reached between 
Tripoli and the families of the 170 victims of the French UTA 
airliner bombing. 

(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background info. Libya, page 1145:a] 


MALI 


a. Mali signs agreement with Cotecna: The 
government of Mali has awarded a contract to 
Cotecna for the scanning and pre-shipment of 
goods. 


This is expected to boost its revenue base. Senegal and 
Togo in the same vein also recently renewed their contracts with 
Cotecna as a demonstration of their confidence and satisfaction 
with the company’s pre-shipment services. 
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Cotecna Inspection S.A., an innovative company based in 
Geneva (Switzerland) has developed over the last few years 
new strategies better adapted to the ever changing market 
conditions and engineered to closely respond to its customers’ 
need and expectations. 


Besides the usual approach involving the introduction of 
container scanners for efficient and non-intrusive means of 
detecting smuggling (undeclared goods) and improving security 
(prohibited and restricted goods and substance), Cotecna 
Inspection S. A. simultaneously contributes to enhanced trade 
facilitation and import contro!/security by offering its customers 
value added services. These include conceiving and developing 
scanners projects which take into account client objectives 
(protection and enhancement of customs revenue, security, 
stakeholder consensus and procedures and local financial 
constraints). 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


MOROCCO 


a. Preachers charged with suicide bomb- 
ings: Two prominent Moroccan mosque preachers 
went on trial, Sept 17, accused of having inspired 
suicide bombings in Casablanca in May. 


Thirty-three members of the public and 12 bombers died in 
the incident. 


Hassan Al Kettani, from a prominent family of religious 
scholars, and Abdelwahab Rafiki, also known as ‘Abu Hafs’, 
wore white robes and turbans in their first court appearance 
since they were charged in July. 


The prosecution case relies on statements from some of the 
more than 80 men sentenced in August for direct involvement 
in planning the bombings in Casablanca. 


Life term for abetting insurgency: A French convert to 
Islam was sentenced to life in prison on charges of trying to 
organize an uprising in the kingdom. 


A prosecutor sought death penalty for Pierre Robert (31), 
but he was spared, Sept 18, by three-judge panel in the 
Moroccan capital, Rabat. 


Rabert and 33 others on trial with him were arrested in a 
crackdown following May 16 suicide bombings in Casablanca, 
Morocco’s largest city, that killed 45 people. 


His case was not directly related to the five near-simultane- 
ous bombings in Casablanca. Instead, he was accused of trying 
to set up an underground Islamic network in northern Morocco 
and start a bloody insurgency similar to the one in neighbouring 
Algeria. 

b. Polisario must release remaining PoWs: 
On the 12th anniversary of the day on which the 
Moroccan authorities and the Polisario Front for- 
mally ended 16 years of armed hostilities, Amnesty 
International reiterated its call, Sept 8, for the 
immediate release and repatriation of the more than 
900 remaining Moroccan prisoners of war still being 
detained by the Polisario Front. 
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"It is high time that these men are allowed to return home 
to their families,” the organization said. "Most of the men have 
been detained for over two decades. Among them are old and 
sick people, whose release must be a priority.” 


According to the Third Geneva Convention, all prisoners of 
war must be released without delay after the cessation of active 
hostilities. Over the years, the Polisario Front has periodically 
freed groups of prisoners. The latest initiative was the release 
of 243 men by the Polisario Front on September 1,2003. 


"The continued detention of these men over a decade after 
the declaration of a ceasefire is a grave abuse of their right to 
physical and mental integrity," the organization added. 


The Moroccan authorities refused to allow 85 Moroccan 
prisoners of war released by the Polisario Front in April 1997 to 
enter their country. 


Security Council welcomes Polisario’s release of over 
200 prisoners: The United Nations Security Council, Sept 4, 
welcomed the Polisario’s release of 243 Moroccan prisoners of 
war, and called on the group to immediately release all remaining 
PoWs. 


In a statement to the press, current council president 
Ambassador Emyr Jones Parry of the United Kingdom, said the 
15-nation body welcomed the release by the Polisario of the 
prisoners, who were repatriated to Morocco by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). 


He said the members "reaffirmed: the councils call in 
resolution 1495 that the group release without further delay all 
remaining PoWs in compliance with international humanitarian 
law." 


Stressing the critical need for a political solution to settle the 
dispute over Western Sahara, that resolution, unanimously 
adopted on- July 31, extended by three months the mandate of 
the UN mission (MINURSO), and called on all to work with the 
UN, and each other, towards acceptance and implementation of 
a new peace plan for self-determination of the people of the 
territory. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Morocco, page 1121:a] 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Chissano urges ratification of security 
protocol: Mozambican President Joaquim Chis- 
sano has again urged the member countries of the 
African Union (AU) to ratify the organization's 
protocol on peace and security. 


Speaking, Sept 4, at the opening of the annual meeting of 
southern African police ministers, Chissano stressed that, as 
current chairperson of the AU, he believed that ratification of the 
protocol “is an urgent necessity, and it is the individual 
responsibility of each of our countries to carry this out". 


He recalled that, so far, only 14 AU member states have 
ratified the protocol, but it needs at least 27 ratifications before 
it can take effect. 
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Chissano said "one of the challenges that we are all called 
upon to face is making the African Union’s peace and security 
council a reality. 


We are all called upon to face the challenge of creating the 
necessary foundations for efficient interaction between the AU 
and the sub-regional mechanisms for preventing, managing, and 
solving conflicts". 

{Background Info. Mozambique, page 1098:a] 


b. Renamo armed men kidnap two: Armed men 
from Mozambique’s former rebel movement 
Renamo have kidnapped two people, both mem- 
bers of the ruling Frelimo party, in the locality of 
Mudziwa-Ngunguni, in the central district of Goron- 
gosa, according to a report in Noticias,Sept 3. 


The Frelimo first secretary in Gorongosa, Augusto Tran- 
quilho, told the paper that Afonso Candeeiro and Jeronimo 
Andrade were kidnapped, Aug 31, and taken to Inhaminga, in 
the neighbouring .district of Cheringoma. He did not know the 
motives of the Renamo kidnappers, but believed it all had to do 
with their victims’ political affiliation. 


Tranquilho said that he has received a report according to 
which the victims were later released in Inhaminga, and took 
shelter in the local district police command. 


Reports from Gorongosa indicate that people are once again 
taking refuge in the bush during the night, for fear of the Renamo 
men, often euphemistically referred to as "bodyguards", but who 
are, in reality, simply former guerrillas, who, in defiance of the 
1992 peace agreement, were never demobilised. 


A similar situation is reported in Maringue district, which 
housed the Renamo headquarters in the closing years of the 
war of destabilisation. Renamo men have been reported 
roaming round Maringue town, armed with AK-47 rifles. 


c. Prison director under fire: Three of the 
seven policemen accused of facilitating the Sep- 
tember 2002 escape of the assassin Anibal dos 
Santos Junior ("Anibaizinho") from the Maputo top 
security prison, Sept 2, tried to shift the blame onto 
ae SOUNETS of the prison director, Armando 

ssufo. 


Anibalzinho is the man who recruited the death squad that 
murdered Mozambique’s top investigative journalist, Carlos 
Cardoso, in November 2000. After he escaped, he was tried in 
absentia, and sentenced to 28 years and six months imprison- 
ment. He was tracked down in Pretoria, re-arrested by the South 
African police, and deported to Maputo on January 31. 


As the trial of the seven police officers entered its fourth 
week, judge Carlos Caetano confronted Ossufo with Joaquim 
Pequenino, the senior police officer on duty at the time of the 
escape, and Bufalo Matos and Alberto Sitoe, commanders of 
the platoons of the Presidential Guard and the riot police who 
were supposed to be guarding the prison. 


The three defendants accused Ossufo of introducing 
changes into how the prison was run which turned it into an 
institution "where even some prisoners came to control the 
guards". 
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They all said that, under the previous director, there was 
a unified chain of command, but Ossufo set up a system 
whereby each of the three police units in the prison (from the 
Presidential Guard, the Riot Police and the regular police) was 
autonomous. | 
[Background Info. Mozambique, page $79:a] 


d. Child traffickers arrested: The Mozambican 
police have arrested two street vendors accused of 
trying to sell two children to a witch-doctor in the 
Maputo suburb of Magoanine, Sept 19, Noticias 
reported. 


A police source said that the two accused, Domingos 
Chemundza, 18, and Jaime Alfazema, 21, were caught red 
handed at the residence of a witch-doctor, only named as Kupula. 
However, the police added that Kupula is still at liberty Penang 
investigations. 


The alleged victims, O.D. Matavele, 13, and E. Francisco, 
16, were to be sold for 30 million meticais (about 1,250 US 
dollars) each. 


The police said that the suspects were arrested thanks to a 
denunciation made, strangely enough, by the witch-doctor’s wife. 


The accused confessed to the police that the whole thing 
started, Sept 18, when Alfazema was approached by a young 
girl, who identified herself as Kupula’s niece and asked him to 
find children to sell to the witch-doctor. 


Alfazema further confessed that it was he who recruited 
Chemundza, a friend and fellow street vendor, to help him find 
victims. They managed to convince two children to acccmpany 
them to Kupula’s residence, on the pretext of finding them a job. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


NIGERIA 


a. 70 killed in road pile-up: A four vehicle 
pile-up involving a packed inter-city bus left 70 
Nigerians dead, Sept.8, Radio Nigeria reported. 

NTA state television which showed footage of badly burned 
corpses being pulled from the wreckage, said that 100 were 
feared dead. The accident, which happened overnight on the 
100-kilometre long highway south from the capital Abuja to the 
city of Lokoja, came after an official in northern Nigeria reported 
another crash which killed 23 people. 


(SOURCE: Deccan Herald, Bangalore) 


RWANDA 


a. Ndindabahizi started attack on Tutsis, says 
witness: The eleventh prosecution witness, Sept 
16, told the International Criminal Tribunal for 
Rwanda that genocide suspect and former Rwan- 
dan minister of finance, Emmanuel Ndindabahizi, 
had personally launched an attack by throwing a 
grenade at Tutsi refugees in Gitwa Hill during the 
1994 genocide. 


Ndindabahizi, 53, is charged with three counts including 
genocide and crimes against humanity. He perpetrated massa- 
cres of civilians in his home prefecture of Kibuye, western 
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Rwanda. He is also accused of organizing, inciting and 
supervising massacres, including making public calls for the 
killing of Tutsis in general and certain individuals in particular. 


The witness, dubbed CGV, for protection of his identity told 
the court that Ndindabahazi arrived at the foot of the hill in his 
own car accompanied by a pick-up ferrying weapons with 
Interahamwe and soldiers aboard. 

According to CGV, the suspect held a grenade in his hand 
while two more were strapped on his belt. The witness added 
that Ndindabahizi threw a grenade at the refugees. Immediately 
after he did that, soldiers and Intarahamwe also threw grenades 
while others shot. 


Ndindabahizi ordered the killing of Tutsi women married 
to Hutus: The tenth prosecution witness testifying at the 
international Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda against genocide 
suspect Emmanuel Ndindabahizi, Sept 15, said that the accused 
had ordered Hutus to kill Tutsi women married to Hutu men 
during the 1994 genocide. 


The protected witness, a farmer from Kibuye prefecture, said 
he saw and heard the former minister telling Hutus at a road 
block not to spare Tutsi women married to Hutus. 


“As for Tutsi women married to Hutus, you have to kill them 
otherwise they will poison you," Ndindabahizi allegedly told the 
Hutus who were manning the road block. 


He recalled that it was towards the end of May 1994, and 
that he was hiding in a bush some thirty metres away from the 
roadblock. 

After Ndindabahizi had addressed the crowd, three people 
who were leaders of the group manning the roadblock distributed 
the machetes. As Ndindabahizi left towards Kibuye, the attackers 
were singing,"let us exterminate them," the witness said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


{Background Info. Rwanda, page 1147:b] 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. UN Security Council extends mission for 
six months: The Security Council, Sept 21, unan- 
imously agreed to extend for six months the 
mandate of the United Nations mission in Sierra 
Leone and stressed the importance of continued 
support to the country’s government in consolidating 
stability, reintegrating ex-combatants, repatriating 
ee and ipepeeng human rights and the rule 
of law 


The council endorsed a recommendation by Secretary-Gen- 
eral Kofi Annan to extend the UN Mission in Sierra Leone 
(UNAMSIL) beginning September 30, given the need to continue 
the gradual drawdown of the peacekeeping force without 
jeopardizing the security situation in the country torn apart by a 
decade-long civil war. 


In adopting the resolution, the 15-member body welcomed 
the increasing security in Sierra Leone and encouraged "further 
progress towards strengthening the capacity of the Sierra Leone 
police and armed forces to maintain security and stability 
independently.” 
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It commended UNAMSIL for the progress made to date in 
the adjustments to its size, composition and deployment and 
welcomed the Secretary-General’s intention to continue with 
these adjustments. 


Noting that lasting stability in Sierra Leone will depend on 
peace in the subregion, especially in Liberia, the council 
emphasized the importance of cooperation among the regional 
countries to this end, as well as the need for coordination of UN 
efforts to contribute to the consolidation of security. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Sierra Leone, page 1099:a] 


SOMALIA 


a. Mogadishu hit by skyrocketing fuel prices: 
The price of fuel in the Somali capital Mogadishu 
has more than doubled in just two weeks, sources 
said, Sept 9. 


Diesel - the fuel most commonly used by businesses and 
vehicles - went from 7,000 Somali shillings (30 US cents) per 


litre two weeks ago to 18,000 Somali shillings (80 US cents) 


local journalist Liban Abdi Warsame said. 


A cargo of fuel reaching the port of El-Ma’an, north 
Mogadishu, had been expected to alleviate the severe shortage. 
However, it did not, due to a strike by the Association of 
Transporters - fuel tanker owners - over "higher fees imposed 
on them by the port management", said Liban. 


There were two main reasons for the shortage, Dahir Ali, a 


Mogadishu businessman, said. Firstly, there had been no fuel 
deliveries in the city for the past month or so. 


Secondly, those who have fuel have been taking advantage 
of the scarcity "to get as much for the commodity as they can" 
before a new shipment arrives. “There is definitely an element 
of price gouging by some traders,” he said. 


According to Liban, the shortage and price hikes are affecting 
“all manner of businesses”. There has been less vehicular traffic 
in Mogadishu and transport costs have tripled. 


“Bus fares within the city which cost 1,000 Somali shillings 
are now 3,000 shillings," he said. Transport between Mogadishu 
and the rest of the country has also been affected. 


"Even water costs three times more than it did two weeks 
ago," he said. The city’s water comes from privately owned 
boreholes powered by generators that run on diesel. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. AIDS funerals big business in S Africa: In 
South Africa, where a proper burial is considered 
the last decent thing you can do for a person, poor 
families often spend up to six months’ wages to bury 
Acquired Immuno Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) 
victims, it was reported, Sept 20. 


In Khutsong, a dusty township near Johannesburg, sur- 
rounded by some of the richest gold mines in the country, $270 
will get you a basic funeral-—a coffin, a grave, a hearse, a car 
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to transport family, a tent at the grave site and a portable toilet, 
but no headstone. 


"But most of our clients don’t go for the cheapest option’, 
said Ms Gloria Lekgari, a 33-year-old funeral parlour assistant. 


"In our culture, a funeral is the last thing you can do for 
a person, so you want to give them the best," Ms Lekgari 
said. 


Lekgari estimated that a "proper" burial, which included the 
ritual slaughter of a cow and goats, could cost a family as much 
as $2,000. The average income for a person living in Khutsong, 
a mining community, is around $2,500 a month. 


In the last few years, Lekgari said, the body count has risen 
dramatically as the township slowly came to grips with the AIDS 
pandemic in a country where one in five adutts is HIV-positive 
or has full-blown AiDS. 


in 2001, 3,60,000 South Africans died of AIDS, according to 
UN calculations, and the country counts some 6,60,000 AIDS 
orphans. 


: (SORUCE: Deccan Herald, Bangalore) 
[Background Info. South Africa, page 1148:a] 


SUDAN. . 

a. Parties agree on merged army: Parties 
attending the Sudanese peace talks in Naivasha 
have agreed to merge their armies. 

A source at the talks said, Sept 22, the representatives of 
the SPLA and the Khartoum government were now discussing 
the modalities of implementing the agreement. 


"We have to agree on where the central command will be 
located, among other issues,” the source said 


The Sudanese government's delegation is led by first 
vice-president Ali Osman Taha while the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army team is led by Dr John Garang and his deputy, 
Dr Riak Machar. 

The parties have also extended the ceasefire pact by two 
months to create an enabling environment for the ongoing 
peace talks. The deal was to expire at the end of Septernber. 
Taha and Dr Garang signed the ceasefire extension agreement, 
Sept 20. - l l 


Foreign affairs minister Kalonzo Musyoka said, Sept 22, that 
the progress made at the talks in the past two weeks was 
encouraging. 

Musyoka told the press at Lake Naivasha Simba Lodge, the 
venue of the talks, that the parties had received overwhelming 
support from the international community. . 


He said there was no deadline for the conclusion of talks, 
adding that the two groups were being encouraged to continue 
engaging in discussions on contentious issues "as Africa can do 
without the war in Sudan”. 

"it is encouraging that during these talks, both groups are 
getting to understand each other more closely," Musyoka said. 

(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Sudan, page 1149:a] 
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TOGO 


a. Fuel stealing syndicate smashed: Togo’s 
national anti-corruption commission said it has 
successfully smashed a syndicate of drivers of 
public service vehicles, which has been siphoning 
and diverting official petro! rations for sale on the 
black market in Lome. 


The startling disclosure was made, Sept 15, following the 
arrest of 10 drivers of official vehicles, while they were in the 
process of emptying quantities of jerry cans into containers of 
empty drums in a hidden private garage in Lome. 


According to a press communique released by the anti-cor- 
ruption and economic sabotage commission, two of the ring 
leaders of the gang of truant drivers were picked up by the police 
who caught them right in the act. They were identified as Abdou 
Karim Idrissou and Toure Adamou Aminou and have been 
detained by the national police. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


TUNISIA 


a. Government steps up harassment of rights 
activists: Tunisian authorities have stepped up 
harassment of human rights activists, Human Rights 
Watch said, Sept 9. 


Former political prisoner Abdullah Zouari received a nine- 
month sentence, August 29, after a politically motivated prose- 
cution on charges of violating a ministerial order. 


The next day, disabled ex-political prisoner Lassad Jouhri 
was beaten on a Tunis street by four men in plainclothes—an 
attack that mimicked two prior assaults on him by state security 
officers. Both men had been openly helpful in providing 
information to human rights organizations, including Human 
Rights Watch. 


"Abdullah Zouari and Lassad Jouhri have called attention to 
the dire plight of Islamist prisoners and ex-prisoners," said Hanny 
Megally, executive director of Human Rights Watch's Middle East 
and North Africa division. "In Tunisia, that sort of human rights 
work is especially dangerous.” 


Human Rights Watch urged Tunisian authorities to release 
Zouari from prison and lift all restrictions on his liberties. It also 
called for a criminal investigation into the assault against Jouhri. 


Tunisian authorities have increased their repression of 
dissidents and human rights defenders over the past decade. 
Dissidents are frequently subjected to heavy police surveillance, 
travel bans, dismissals from work, interruptions in phone service, 
harassment of family members, and a refusal to legalize most 
-~ independent rights organizations. 


RSF calls for release of journalist on hunger strike for 
past 10 days: Reporters Sans Frontieres (RSF) has reiterated 
its call for the immediate release of journalist Abdullah Zouari, 
who has been on a hunger strike since his arrest on August 17 
and who is due to appear before the district court in the 
south-eastern town of Zarzis on August 29. 
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The organisation again urged the authorities to stop harass- 
ing Zouari, who previously served an 11-year prison sentence. 


Zouari is staging his hunger strike to protest his arrest by 
plainclothes police in the Ben Guerdane market on a charge of 
"violating an administrative control measure to which he is 
subject". He is being held in Harboub prison in the governorate 
of Mdnine. Although his family lives in Tunis, Zouari was 
restricted to Zarzis when he was released on June 6, 2002 upon 
completion of his 11-year sentence, and he remains subject to 
this restriction order. His lawyers say the order allows him 
freedom of movement throughout the governorate of Mdnine, 
including the location of his arrest. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


UGANDA 


a. 22 die in bus ambush: Some 22 passengers 
were shot dead by the LRA rebels in an ambush 
on a Gateway bus, Sept 1. 


The bus was travelling from Namasale in Lira district to Soroti 
when it fell into the ambush near Atirir trading centre, about 12 
miles on the Soroti-Lira road. 


Four passengers, John Orosia of Otatai parish, Asuret 
sub-county, Grace Agwico, the headmistress of Achilo Opola 
primary school, Kaberamaido and Charles Ameu, were injured 
and were rushed to Soroti Hospital. Ameu was unconscious. 


The rebels also used grass picked from the near-by huts to 
set ablaze a Mercedes Benz bus. 


Army spokesman Shaban Bantariza said, "We have removed 
bodies from the scene and taken them to the mortuary (Soroti 
Hospital). Nine casualties were also taken there for treatment.” 


Bantariza said, "The rebels may not have been more than 
15. Even if they were armed, it takes a short time to bring 
down a bus." He said a group of UPDF soldiers were deployed 
to track down the killers. The 3rd Division chief, Col. Andrew 
Gutti, who earlier attended an emergency meeting called by 
President Yoweri. Museveni at the State Lodge, Soroti, said 
motorists should avoid the Soroti-Lira road untill patrols start. 


The bus driver popularly known as “Baba Chui" told The New 
Vision that he counted around 30 bodies of victims who were 
apparently shot at point-blank range after being forced out of 
the bus. He said he survived by rolling in the bush for about 400 
metres as the rebels fired in his direction. He said one of the 


- bus workers was shot in the leg as he fled. 


He said he was following a saloon car when he saw a hail 
of bullets fired at the car, just 300 metres away. 


Army kills senior rebel commander: The Uganda Peoples 
Defence Forces said, Sept 2, that it had rescued six people 
abducted in a rebel ambush on a bus in Soroti. 


"We rescued six of the people kidnapped from the bus and 
we believe some others are still in rebel captivity," army 
spokesman Maj. Shaban Bantariza said. 

Rebels of the Lord's Resistance Army killed about 25 people 
in the ambush on the civilian Gateway bus. He said that the 
army had pursued the attackers and rescued six abductees. 
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"We were in hot pursuit and they might have realised that 
the abductees were slow, so they abandoned them and fled," 
Bantariza said. 


Some 39 civilians were killed between August 30 and 
September 1, in northeastern Uganda, many of them hacked to 
death, in three separate attacks blamed on the LRA. 


Military authorities in northern Uganda claimed they had killed 
five rebels in separate battles in Kitgum district. 


Three rebels, including a commander named only as 
Komakech, were reportedly killed near Lapanya Ranges and 
arms and ammunition recovered during the battles, another army 
spokesman, Lt. Chris Magezi, said. A fourth rebel fighter was 
killed north of Kitgum town and a fifth died near Acholi Bur, while 
another rebel fighter surrendered, he added. 


The LRA has been battling government forces in the north 
since 1988 to replace President Yoweri Museveni’s secular 
government with one based on the Biblical Ten Commandments. 


Their campaign has been marked by brutality against the 
civilian population of northern Uganda, abducting young boys for 
forced recruitment into rebel ranks and girls to become 
concubines for rebel commanders. More than 800,000 people 
have been displaced by the conflict, with most living in precarious 
conditions in camps. Meanwhile, the UPDF also said it had not 
yet renewed a protocol! allowing it to pursue the LRA in southern 
Sudan. The monthly protocol expired on August 31. "The paper 
has expired but the agreement continues,” Maj. Bantariza said. 


Army rescues 449 children: The army has rescued 149 
children from captivity under the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) 
rebels. 


Army spokesman Maj. Shaban Bantariza told The Monitor , 
Sept 22, that the children were rescued between Sept 14 and 
Sept 21. "We have rescued 149 abductees. We have already 
handed them over to a children’s organisation for rehabilitation," 
Bantariza said. Humanitarian organisations estimate that the 
LRA rebels have abducted about 20,000 children over the last 
five years. Thousands of civilians have also been killed and more 
than a million others displaced in northern Uganda. Bantariza 
said that 24 rebels were killed in recent fighting while the army 
iost three soldiers. 


“They [UPDF soldiers] fell in an ambush and one of the 
soldiers rushed out of the vehicles and his colleagues shot him 
by mistake," Bantariza said. 


The army is fighting rebels in northern Uganda and the Teso 
sub region. "Odhiambo and Tabuley [LRA rebels commanders] 
and their fighters are still in Uganda but they have now gone 
into concealment," Bantariza said. The LRA rebels, based in the 
southern part of the Sudan, northern Uganda and of iate in 
eastern Uganda, have been fighting the government since 1988. 


“Kampala blames the Sudan government for supporting the 
LRA rebels while Khartoum in turn claims the Uganda govern- 
ment is backing the rebel Sudanese People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA) which operates from the south of that country. 

(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Uganda, page 1137:a] 


ZAMBIA 


a. Politicians urged to end by-election vio- 
lence: A leading election monitoring group has 
called on politicians to rein in their supporters after 
clashes between ruling Movement for Multi-party 
Democracy (MMD) and opposition militants in 
Zambia’s northwestern and western provinces 
ahead of two by-elections. 


Alfred Chanda, head of the Foundation for a Democratic 
Process (FODEP), said, Sept 2, "We as FODEP and other 
election monitoring groups are hopeful that the violence will not 
continue until election day, but looking at the issue realistically, 
the violence is likely to continue.” 


At a press conference recently, Chanda warned that "the 
party cadres have been fighting in the presence of their senior 
party stalwarts, especially from the ruling MMD, which is bad 
because it [makes it seem like] the violence is being condoned 
by the party leadership.” 


But MMD spokesperson Akashambakwa Mbikusita-Le- 
wanika condemned the violence. "An election should not be 
treated as a matter of life and death ... it's but a process where 
people choose who to represent them in parliament and violence 
must be treated as criminal regardiess of party affiliation.” 


In one clash the provincial minister for Western province, 
Simasiku Namakando, was hospitalised after being attacked by 
opposition militants near Kaoma, 500 km west of the capital 
Lusaka, where one of the two by-elections is due. 


FODEP, which has stationed observers in "hot spots", 
believes that the violence could be the result of the ruling party 
bussing in supporters from its urban strongholds in Lusaka and 
the central Copperbelt region, and allegedly fraudulently regis- 
tering them as voters. 


"We have confirmed reports of MMD supporters obtaining 
national registration cards [crucial to getting voters cards] at odd 
hours ... In the absence of strong electoral laws, these problems 
may continue," Chanda said. "If you ask me, | would say the 
opposition must stop contesting these by-elections because they 
are simply legitimising an illegitimate electoral process and giving 
the MMD what appears like a ‘genuine’ majority,” political analyst 
Robby Makayi said. 


b. Govt suspends 30 weigh bridge operators: 
Thirty weigh bridge operators have been suspended 
following the pontoon accident at Kazungula border 
recently, works and supply minister Ludwig Son- 
dashi said, Sept 22. 


Sondashi, deputy Shepande and government officials, Sept 
23, led mourners to bury victims of the pontoon accident. 


Sondashi said he would constitute a committee of inquiry 
into the accident which left about 15 people dead when an 
overloaded South African truck slipped off the pontoon. 


He said five bodies had been retrieved from the Zambezi 
River. Sondashi said the Zambian government was also 
discussing with the Botswana government on the prospects of 
constructing a bridge at Kazungula. He said traffic flow had now 
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normalised between Zambia and Botswana. Southern Province 
deputy minister Chilufya Kazenene in an interview in Livingstone, 
Sept 22, said six bodies had so far been retrieved and were 
released to relatives after post-mortem. 


c. Three economic offenders held: Former 
State House aide Donald Chanda, former Northern 
Province minister Daniel Kapapa and former man- 
aging director of Public Service Pensions Fund 
(PSPF) Offman Gondwe have been arrested for 
economic plunder and abuse of office. 


The Anti-cormuption Commission (ACC) arrested Chanda and 
Gondwe while Kapapa was netted by the Task Force on 
economic plunder. 


In separate statements released in Lusaka, Sept 16, Chanda 
who Was former president Frederick Chiluba’s economic advisor 
is alleged te have stolen US $4,500 when he was board chairman 
of the PSPF between June 1 and December 31, 2001. 


He has been charged with theft under section 365 of the 
laws af Zambia. He was arrested along with Gondwe who has 
beem charged on three counts of abuse of office. 


-Gandiwe is alleged to have influenced the purchase of a 
building from Shonga Steel Limited. He is also alleged to have 
given peaumary advantage to an architect, Mwitumwa Mungandi, 
by axardinrg him a contract exceeding K80 million to draw pians 


far a perimetre wall for Pension Fund property number 12533 


um Alick Nihata road in Lusaka. 
(SOURCE: Times of Zambia, Lusaka) 


ZIMBABWE 


| a -Canberia-Harare row intensifies: A war of 

between Australia and Zimbabwe escalated, 

Sept 17, with Canberra urging the Commonwealth 

to ban Zimbabwe until President Robert Mugabe is 
removed from office. 


Zimbabwe responded by calling Australia racist. 


Ausitlia has led a campaign to get Mugabe barred from a 
summit of Commonwealth leaders in December 2002. 


Zimbabwe is suspended from the group of 54 mostly former 
British colonies, after Mugabe was accused of election rigging 
and human rghts abuses. 


Nigema, host to the Commonwealth Heads of Government 
Meeting in Abuja, and the Commonwealth Secretariat in London 
cantinmed that Zimbabwe would not be invited, and neither would 
Pakistan as both countries are suspended. 


"W a country is suspended then that means from....all the 
decision-making bodies,” Commonwealth spokesman told South 
Africa's public broadcaster SABC. He said Pakistan, suspended 
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in 1999, had also been excluded from the last Heads of 
Government meeting in Australia. 

The decision drew an angry reaction from Zimbabwe, which 
has accused the Australian Prime Minister, John Howard, of 
being "racist and condescending", and from South Africa which 
favours quiet diplomacy to resolve Zimbabwe's political crisis. 


South Africa said, Sept 17, it contested the validity of 
Zimbabwe's suspension. 


[Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 683:b] 





INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS 


a. Mandela opens global meet of environmen- 
talists: The former South African President, Nelson 
Mandela, and. Jordan’s Queen Noor inaugurated a 
gathering of over 2,500 international conservation- 
ists and environmental policymakers at the World 
Parks Congress, Sept 8. 


The 10-day conference in the coastal city of Durban is to 
focus on biodiversity and the preservation of the world's 
protected areas; B: 


Speaking to journalists, South Africa's environment minister, 
Valli Moosa, said the need. for wealthier nations to take the lead 
in helping protect the environment: ‘was crucial. "(it is) not sensible 
to assume the least developed countries will find the resources 
to fund fragile ecosystems," Moosa said. 


Earlier, opening the meet, Mandela urged the younger 
generation to take an active role in conservation. 


"Without youth, the future is not secure," he said. 


The congress is scheduled to discuss a broad spectrum of 
issues relating to protected area, including national parks, worid 
heritage sites, nature reserves and marine sanctuaries. | 


Participating the congress, the United Nations Environment 
Porgramme said the number of protected areas on the planet 
had crossed 100,000 and that a big chunk of the Amazonian 
rainforest and Arctic tundra were now safeguarded. 


Although 11.5 per cent of the Earth’s land surface—an area 
the size of South America—is protected, the UNEP said progress 
on protecting other sensitive ecosystems, notably marine . 
environment, was far too slow". 

“Less then 10 per cent of the world's large lakes are 
protected....(and) less than 0.5 per cent of the words seas and 
oceans are within protected areas". 

The reasons for protecting sites included their value in 
preserving particular ecosystems, their unique wildlife, their 
status as national monuments and their natural beauty. 

(SOURCE: Hindu, New Delhi) 
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BURUNDI 


a. Power-sharing talks to resume: Talks be- 
tween Burundis leader and the country’s largest 
rebel group are due to resume, Oct 6, on outstand- 
ing matters such as the distribution of power in the 
military and in the government, the South African 
news agency, Sapa, reported. 


It said the talks in Pretoria, South Africa, had been suspended 
after an all-night session, Oct 5. The talks are between the 
transitional government led by President Domitien Ndayizeye 
and Pierre Nkurunziza, leader of the largest of the two wings of 
the Conseil National pour la Defense de la Democratie-Forces 
pour la Defense de la Democratie (CNDD-FDD). 


south African President Thabo Mbeki and Deputy President 
Jacob Zuma are facilitators for the talks. Sapa reported Zuma’s 
spokeswoman, Lakela Kaunda, as saying the night's delibera- 
tions had been fruitful. 


That meeting followed the regional peace initiative summit 
held on September 14 in Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania, where the 
parties agreed to reconvene to resolve outstanding issues, the 
South African department of foreign affairs said. 


Under a ceasefire accord signed in December 2002, the 
CNDD-FDD is to take part in the country’s transitional institutions 
of Burundi such as the government, national assembly and 
security apparatus. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Former President Kolingba returns from 
exile: Former Central African Republic President 
Andre Kolingba returned home, Oct 5, after two 
years of exile in Uganda. 


"I am very happy to return to my country," he told reporters 
on arrival at the city’s Bangui-Mpoko airport. 


He said he had returned so that he could support the efforts 
of the current leader, Francois Bozize, and Prime Minister Abel 
Goumba to "redefine a new Central African Republic". 


After his failed coup on May 28, 2001, Kolingba fled to 
Uganda via the neighbouring Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC). At that time, thousands of people from his Yakoma ethnic 
group, including at least 1,000 soldiers, sought asylum in the 
northern DRC and in the Republic of Congo. 


In August 2002, the Bangui criminal court sentenced about 
800 people, 600 of them in absentia, in connection with 
Kolingba’s coup attempt. Kolingba, his two sons and 18 other 
people were sentenced to death. 


yet 
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In his efforts to reconcile the nation torn by political and 


- military crises, as well as ethnic rivalry, Bozize, who ousted 


President Ange-Felix Patasse on March 15, a month later 
granted an amnesty to all the May 2001 coup convicts. As a 
result, refugees started returning home en masse. 


b. FAO signs US $187,000 feasibility study 
deal for development centre: The UN Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO) and the Economic 
and Monetary Community of Central African States, 
known as CEMAC, have signed a US $187,000 
agreement for a feasibility study for a regional rural 
development communication centre to be built in 
Bangul. 

The centre, to be Known as the Centre Communautaire 
Multimedia d’Appui au Developpement Rural, would be managed 
by the Communaute Economique du Btail, de la Viande et des 
Ressources Halieutiques, a CEMAC agency in Chad specializing 


‘in fishing and fish-breeding techniques. 


When completed, the centre would have branches. in the six 
CEMAC member states, where it would train rural communica- 
tors and community animators on appropriate pedagogy and 
methodology of transmitting information to farmers, breeders and 
fishermen through rural radios or printed materials. 


"The centre will be using existing rural radios," Jean-Pierre 
liboudo, an FAO communications officer, said at the signing 
ceremony, Sept 23. With the help of farmers, Ilboudo said, rural 
communicators would provide information on water, fishing, the 
environment, forestry, farming, management, savings for farm 
cooperatives, the craft industry, health and the eradication of 
illiteracy. 


"The aim of the centre is to increase revenue for farmers 
and breeders using communication and training," he said. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
CHAD 


a. Refugees continue to flee from Darfur into 
Chad: Sudanese refugees are continuing to flee 
from Darfur in western Sudan into Chad to escape 
militia attacks, according to the NGO, Medecins 
Sans Frontieres (MSF). 


While the numbers remained unclear, pockets of people 
continued to cross the border every night when they could get 
across more easily, Sonia Peyrassol, MSF operational coordi- 
nator for Chad, said, Sept 25. ~ 


peT 
Border officials appeared to be trying to stop the flow, she 
said, but it was unclear whether it was on the Sudanese or the 
Chadian side. 
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About 15,000 people are believed to be camped in and 
around the town of Birak, up to 6,000 in Tine, and tens of 
thousands of others along the 400 km border between the two 
countries. 


MSF teams in eastern Chad had received reporis of militia 
groups in Darfur raping women and kidnapping them, burning 
down villages and stealing their cattle, she said. 


Arab militias regularly attacked civilians and stole their cattle 
and possessions, the secretary general of the the rebel Sudan 
Liberation Army (SLA), Minni Arkou Minnawi, said. The SLA 
accuses the Sudanese government of backing the militias - 
charges denied by the Sudanese authorities. 


Most of the refugees who arrive in Chad have no possessions 
and are sheltering under blankets suspended by twigs in a desert 
region with extreme temperatures and daily rains, Peyrassc! said. 
Food is scarce and they are forced to drink water and wash in 
a local river, which they share with animals. The main illnesses 
are malaria and diarrhoea. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Mayi-Mayi, RCD-Goma sign ceasefire 
agreement: A cease hostilities agreement be- 
tween forces of Gen David Padiri Bulenda’s Mayi- 


Mayi militia and the Rassemblement Congolais pour- 


la Democratie (RCD-Goma)—bcth now parties to a 
national power-sharing government in the Demo- 
cratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)—was signed, 
Oct 1, in Shabunda, South Kivu Province. 


The agreement was signed under the mediation of the UN 
peacekeeping mission in the country, known as MONUC. 


The accord calls for an immediate ceasefire, the free 
circulation of persons and goods, and the creation of a follow-up 
commission comprising three members from each of the two 
sides to monitor implementation of the agreement, MONUC 
reported, Oct 2, from the national capital, Kinshasa. It said a 
date and location for the commission would be announced 
shortly. 


The agreement was signed by Padiri and Col Fataki in the 
presence of MONUC’s sector five commander, Co! Lawrence 
Smith. 


Padiri, one of the most prominent leaders of the Mayi-Mayi 
militias in eastern DRC, was on September 5 made leader of 
the country’s newly-unified national military and given responsi- 
bility for one of the country’s 10 military regions. Padiri then 
delegated political leadership of the Mayi-Mayi to one of his 
former chief military advisers, Marcel Munga. 


b. Newspapers confiscated, vendors ar- 
rested: Congolese National Police (Police Nation- 
ale Congolaise, PNC) officers, Sept 26, seized 
most newspapers and magazines on sale in Kin- 
shasa streets. 


According to eyewitnesses, at least a dozen newspaper 
vendors were arrested and taken to various police stations and 
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detention centres in the city, including the Lufungula military base 
in Kinshasa/Lingwala. 


During the police operation, groups of citizens who read 
newspapers in the streets, commonly known in Kinshasa as 
"standing parliamentarians” ("Parlementaires dbouts"), were also 
manhandled and dispersed. Most members of these groups are 
supporters of the Union for Democracy and Social Progress 
(Union pour ia Democratie et le Progrs Social, UDPS), an 
opposition party led by Etienne Tshisekedi. 


No official reason has been given to explain the police 
operation, but there has been speculation in Kinshasa’s political 
circles that it came in response to the recent announcement of 
Tshisekedi’s imminent return to the country from South Africa. 


The UDPS leader is expected to arrive in Kinshasa on 
September 28, after an absence of over two years. The news 
made headlines and was the subject of much commentary in 
the September 26 issue of most Kinshasa newspapers. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


EGYPT 


a. Convict in Sadat killing freed: Egypt has 
released a leader of the militant group responsible 
for the assassination of the former President, Anwar 
Sadat, after 22 years in jail, police officials said, 
Sept 28. 


Karam Zohdy, 51, one of the leaders of Al-Gama’a al-Islami- 
yya, or Islamic Group, was serving a life sentence in a tight 
security prison for his role in the Oct 6, 1981, assassination. 
Zohdy and the islamic Group has renounced violence, and Zohdy 
recently expressed regret for his role in Sadat's killing. 


The interior minister, Habib el-Adly, decided to release Zohdy 
because he served his sentence, and because he is suffering 
from heart problems and diabetes, Egypt's official Middle East 
News Agency reported. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras) 
ERITREA 


a. Border commission accused of "violating" 
Algiers peace deal: Ethiopia has accused the 
independent Boundary Commission of "violating the 
central undertaking" of the Algiers peace agreement 
with Eritrea. 


in a response to an earlier statement by Eritrea’s US 
embassy, Ethiopia's embassy in Washington said Asmara had 
made "egregious allegations”. 


“Perhaps the most cynical of the distortions in Eritrea’s 
statement is the accusation that Ethiopia has violated the Algiers 
agreements and undermined the peace process set out in those 
agreements," said the Ethiopian statement, Sept 29. 


“The [Boundary] Commission itself has violated the central 
undertaking of the Algiers agreements in deciding that it need 
not consider the implications of its demarcation for the stability 
of the boundary or the humanitarian impact, a position Eritrea 
continues to insist upon," it said. 
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"It is for this reason that Ethiopia has now called upon the 
United Nations to assist in completing the peace process with 
the objective of a sustainable peace and normalisation of 
relations in the Horn of Africa region as fundamental require- 
ments." 


In its statement, the Eritrean embassy accused Ethiopia of 
“irreverence to international law" and said its "attempt to use 
humanitarian concerns as an argument for the reversal of the 
decision is hypocritical and illegal". 


Eritrea has since called for international sanctions against 
Ethiopia after Prime Minister Meles Zenawi wrote to the Security 
Council calling for a new body to rule on contested areas of the 
border and saying the Boundary Commission was in "terminal 
crisis”. 

(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 
[Background Info. Ethiopia, page 1130:a] 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Rebel group denies hand in bomb explo- 
sion in train: The rebel Oromo Liberation Front 
(OLF) has denied any involvement in a bomb blast 
in Ethiopia which killed two people and injured nine, 
it was reported, Oct 3. 


The bomb exploded, Sept 26, as the train was nearing the 
town of Adiquala, about 190 km from the Djibouti border. The 
device had been planted under the seat in a second-class 
carriage of the passenger train which was travelling from Djibouti. 


A government spokesman, Sept 29, blamed the rebel group 


for the incident, but OLF spokesman Lencho Bati said his group 
never targeted civilians. È 


"The Ethiopian government has been very clever in cashing 
in on the war against terrorism," he said. "But this incident has 
nothing to do with us and we never target civilians." He noted 
that a bomb blast on the same line in 2002, for which the OLF 
claimed responsibility, was aimed at a military target. 


“That was a warehouse and was a legitimate military target,” 
he said. 


The OLF has been fighting for greater autonomy ever since 
it broke away from the ruling Ethiopian People's Revolutionary 
Democratic Front (EPRDF) and took up arms in 1992. It says 
the Oromo people - Ethiopia’s largest ethnic group - have been 
treated as second-class citizens for years. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 
GABON 


a. CPJ concern over press freedom: The 
US-based Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), 
Sept 29, expressed "deep concern” at the deterio- 
rating state of press freedom in Gabon and called 
on the government to immediately and uncondition- 
ally lift a ban on three publications. 


in a letter to Gabonese President:Omar Bongo, the 
journalists’ watchdog said that authorities in the country recently 
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banned two private newspapers and renewed the suspension of 
a third which they believe were critical of the authorities. 


"CPJ believes that no publication should be censored for 
publishing critical views on matters of public concern," it said, 
Sept 30. The media watchdog said on September 17, police 
seized the third edition of the satirical bi-monthly Sub-Version 
at the airport in the capital, Libreville. They detained four of the 
paper’s staff and questioned them for several hours. 


The four, Kimote Memey, Abel Mimongo, Stanislas 
Boubanga and Chartrin Ondamba had gone to the airport to 
collect copies of the paper which is printed in Cameroon to 
reduce costs, 


On September 19, quoting journalists, CPJ said, the 
National Council on Communications (CNC) sent a letter to the 
newspaper's publications director ordering Sub-Version to cease 
publication. CNC’s letter also accused the paper of carrying 
articles "attacking the dignity of the President, his family and the 
institutions of the Republic". 


Two independent newspapers prevented from publish- 
ing: RSF has voiced its concern about the deteriorating situation 
in Gabon, where the authorities continue to obstruct the 
publication of independent newspapers. 


The satirical bi-monthly Sub-Version was recently seized and 
four employees from the paper were detained at Libreville airport. 
The National Communications Council (Conseil National de la 
Communication, CNC) also recently suspended a second paper, 
the bi-monthly La Sagaie, Sept 25. 


"We condemn these measures, which hinder the develop- 
ment of privately-owned media in Gabon. Suspending a media 
outlet is a very serious penalty. We can only conclude that the 
authorities use this means of punishment to deprive citizens of 
access fo independent or critical news sources," said RSF 
secretary-general Robert Minard. 


In a letter to CNC chairperson Pierre Marie Ndong, the 
organisation urged the council to reconsider its decisions and 
allow the media outlets to resume their activities. Border police 
at Libreville International Airport seized all copies of Sub-Version 
on September 17. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


GAMBIA 


a. Editor of Independent freed: Abdoulie Sey, 
missing publisher and editor of the twice-weekly 
paper The Independent, was freed on September 
23, reportedly after being held four days by the 
National Intelligence Agency for interrogation about 
articles criticising President Yahya Jammeh. 


He was not charged with any offence. 


One of his colleagues told Reporters Without Borders Sey 
had been arrested on September 19, by NIA agents and taken 
away for questioning in a black car with no numberplates. Soon 
after being released, he had fallen ill because of bad conditions 
of detention by the NIA, the colleague said. 
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The paper's staff and the Gambian Press Union had urged 
the NIA to free him. But the agency denied involvement and said 
it did not know where he was. 


Sey alleges death threat: Aboulaye Sey has alleged that 
National Intelligence Agency (NIA) personnel threatened to kill 
him if he continued to publish stories criticising President Yahyah 
Jammeh's government. l 


Despite earlier denials by NIA officials about knowledge of 
Sey’s whereabouts, he was in fact incarcerated at the NIA 
detention centre in Banjul. 


According to Sey, he was tortured and forced to sleep on 
the bare floor in a small mosquito-infested cell. The NIA agents 
interrogated him about an article in the September 19 issue of 
The Independent entitled "Jammeh under the Microscope", which 
was considered to be critical of the President and the govern- 
ment. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


GUINEA 


a. Newspaper suspended: Guinea’s media 
regulatory body, the National Communication Coun- 
cil (CNC), has suspended the bi-monthly Le Popu- 
laire newspaper for a story it carried in the issue of 
September 30. 


The managing editor of the paper, Ibrahima Diallo, and the 
author of the story, Abdallah Balde, have also been suspended. 


According Media Foundation for West Africa (MFWA)- 
Guinea, the September 30, Issue of the paper, reported a story 
captioned: ‘Amadou Kouyate cuts off his genital because of a 
faise rendezvous’. The article contained a picture of a man 
showing what remained of his severed male organ. 


The CNC described the picture used as a banner headline 
as an affront "to propriety and a violation of the rules of media 
ethics and professional code of conduct." 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
GUINEA BISSAU 


a. Transition cabinet, state secretaries 
named: Guinea-Bissau’s National Transition Coun- 
cil (CNT), Oct 2, named a new cabinet of 11 
ministers and five state secretaries, and asked 
Prime Minister Artur Sanha to present the list to 
interim President Henrique Rosa to issue a decree 
confirming the new government. 


A cabinet list released in the capital, Bissau, included Joao 
Jose Monteiro, a sociologist, as foreign minister and retained 
Filomena Tipote who served as defence minister in the deposed 
government of Kumba Yala, in her post. 


Abubacar Demba Dahaba was named as the country’s 
minister of economy and finance and Brig-Gen Manuel Nandinga 
who was Tipote’s adviser at the defence ministry, was named 
minister of internal administration. Usna Quad, was named 
minister for fishing. 
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The CNT, which is the interim parliament, comprises 25 
military officers who seized power in a bloodless coup in 
setember 2003, and representatives of all but one of Guinea’s 
24 political parties and eight civil society groups. 


Soldiers seized power in Guinea-Bissau on September 14, 
and swore in businessman Rosa on September 28, to lead an 
interim civilian administration until fresh presidential elections 
can be held in a year’s time. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Guinea Bassau, page 1156:a] 


IVORY COAST 


a. Stampede in rebel town leaves 23 dead: 
some 300 French troops have brought the situation 
in the central Ivorian city of Bouake under control 
where 23 people died in a shootout that followed a 
bank robbery, Sept 25, officials said. 


Li. Col. Peillon Georges, the French army spokesman in 
Abidjan, said that another 50 West African peacekeepers had 
been deployed in the city. Curfew imposed, Sept 26, by the 
rebels, who control the city and now call themselves "the new 
forces", had been lifted, he said. 


it was the first time the French, who arrived on a 
peacekeeping mission in Ivory Coast following a September 19, 
2002 coup attempt that left the country divided with rebel soldiers 
controlling the north and government controlling the south, had 
deployed in rebel-controlled areas. 


France sent 3,800 peacekeepers to its former colony and in 
January organised peace talks between the government and the 
rebels. The talks led to a peace accord that created a government 
of national unity that included rebel leaders. 


The shootout occurred, Sept 25, after armed men broke into 
the local branch of the West African Central Bank (BCEAO). 
Rebel guards who attempted to stop the robbery shot at some 
desperate civilians who joined in attempting to grab some money 
for themselves. 


Kone Ferdinand, deputy director of BCEAO said in Abid- 
jan that the money stolen during the robbery in Bouake however 
consisted of old notes that were about to be destroyed. He could 
not give the total amount. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Ivory Coast, page 1157:a] 


KENYA 


a. British soldiers face rape charge in Kenya: 
Military investigators believe that at least 37 tribes- 
women have been raped by British soldiers training 
in northern Kenya, it was reported, Sept 27. 


The Royal Military Police is believed’ to be considering 
charges against two serving soldiers—one for rape and one, a 
senior officer, for allegedly jailing to report rape by his 
subordinates. A dozen other British officers face investigation 
for covering up reports of sexual assaults by their men while on 
training exercises in East Africa. > 
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The investigation was launched in summer after hundreds of 
women filed claims that they had been raped by British soldiers 
in Kenya in the past 30 years. Though the military police suspect 
that most were false, they believe that a few are genuine. 


One particularly shocking case involves Gurkha troops 
allegedly gang-raping young women from the remote village of 
Lejika in 1999. One of the two soldiers facing charges is believed 
to be a Gurkha. If proven, this would be one of the worst 
breakdowns in army discipline in recent times. Investigators 
were shocked by what they found. “It appears that a great 
injustice has taken place which we must find some way of 
redressing”, a British government official said. 


“Having uncovered it, we cannot just stand to one side. The 
truth must now come out and if this did happen, we also need 
to know how and why it was allowed to take place", the official 
said. 


But while the British High Commission in Nairobi is pressing 
for a full inquiry, it is feared that elements within the ministry of 
defence might resist what could prove an embarrassing indict- 
ment of British servicemen. The case surfaced during a military 
police investigation of more than 650 rape claims filed by Masai 
and Samburu women in remote northern Kenya. The inquiry 
team believes that most of the women were gold-diggers and 
that the British government had been the target of a huge 
attempted fraud. 


British and Kenyan forensic scientists have determined that 
police records of reported rapes are forgeries. "Inquires to date 
have not revealed any genuine reports in police records,” a High 
Commission spokesman said. The Kenyan government is aid to 
have promised an inquiry. 


The 37 cases the military police believe to be genuine have 
arisen from face-io-face interviews with the alleged victims 
arranged by tribal elders. The women were able to give detailed 
information about their assailants, including their uniforms. One 
case involves a woman who gave birth in February 2002. in 
August the Legal Services Aid Commission, Britain, awarded the 
women £ 25,000 to help pay lawyers. 


Rape claims forged, says British army: A planned lawsuit 
by 650 Kenyan tribeswomen alleging that they were raped by 
British soldiers was put in doubt, Sept 26, after Royal Military 
Police investigators concluded that police records filed by the 
claimants were forged. 


A spokesman at the British High Commission in Nairobi 
confirmed that the 37 reports expected to form the backbone of 
the case had proved to be fakes. The reports had encouraged 
hundreds more women to come forward. 


"| am therefore unaware of any genuine entries concerning 
rapes by British servicemen in police records," the spokesman 
said. 


Kenyan police officers said that it was impossible to forge 
police records. l 


The women say the incidents of rape go back to 1965, though 
most are said to have happened in the past 20 years. 
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b. Ban on logging defended: Environment and 
natural resources assistant minister Wangari 
Maathai has said the three-year-old ban on logging 
in government forests was necessary for the revival 
of forests, it was reported, Oct 6. 


She said the government had resolved to effect the ban 
realising that the country was facing a serious shortage of timber. 


Speaking in Nyeri, Prof Maathai said it would be detrimental 
to the country if the ban was lifted. 


“The ban will allow the forests to regenerate faster than if 
we waited for the forests to be exhausted and started the 
reforestation exercise afresh," she said. 


She said the country was importing timber from Tanzania, 
Rwanda and South Africa as it gives its forests time to 
regenerate. Prof Maathai regretted that local commercial timber 
companies had depleted Kenyan forests and were now venturing 
into neighbouring countries in search of the product. 


“These companies never invest. They have harvested all the 
trees in the country and have now started encroaching on forests 
in neighbouring countries like Tanzania," she said. 


She said although some of the companies were planting 
trees, they were harvesting trees at a much faster rate. Prof 
Maathai challenged the companies to lease land to local people 
to plant trees under the supervision of her ministry. 


(SOURCE: Times, London, Telegraph, London and East African, 
Nairobi) 


LIBERIA 


a. Rebels, government forces clash near 
Monrovia: Shooting erupted between rebels and 
government soldiers in a suburb of Monrovia, Oct. 
1, as rebel leader Sekou Conneh visited the city. 


West African peacekeepers under UN command were trying 
to restore order. Residents said it appeared that Conneh himself 
had been able to escape from the gunfire in the Paynseville 
suburb. 


Witnesses said trouble began when civilians started throw- 
ing stones at Conneh’s convoy as he headed towards a meeting 
with caretaker President Moses Blah. 


It was the worst clash in Monrovia since order was restored 
after Charles Taylor flew into exile in August. It was Conneh’s 
first visit to Monrovia since the latest bout of civil war in the 
country blew up more than three years ago. 


The clashes flared on the same day the United Nations took 
command of the regional peacekeepers sent to'try to end nearly 
14 years of non-stop violence. 


Government, rebels trade accusations: Liberia’s Interim 
President Moses Blah and the chairman of the main rebel group, 
Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) 
Sekou Damate Conneh, have traded accusations over the 
shootout, Oct 1, in Monrovia in which nine people died. 

The shootout in the eastern outskirts of Monrovia led to 
widespread looting by both government troops and rebels until 
the next morning. Sporadic gunfire could be heard in the city | 
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throughout October 1. Blah said Conneh drove into Monrovia 
with armed men "to stage a coup against my government".The 
LURD on the other said government forces had attempted to 
assassinate Conneh "in a calculated ambush". 


Blah blamed UN peacekeepers jor the incident. "We hold the 
blame on the peacekeepers because they disarmed my security 
officers, the police, Special Security Service," Blah told a hastily 
arranged news conference in Monrovia, Oct 2. 


"They knew that LURD forces were coming to my hcuse well 
armed, but they disarmed all of my forces. | could have replied 
the fire and none of them would have stood up to it, but for the 
sake of peace | decided not to,” the interim president said. 


He added that it was the peacekeepers that suggested he 
meets the rebels at his residence. 


b. US withdraws forces from Liberia: Ahead 
of the arrival of a United Nations force in Liberia the 
United States has begun withdrawing its 
peacekeeping troops from the crisis ridden country. 


The West African troops will be joined within two weeks by 
a battalion of UN peace force (UNMIl). from Bangladesh. US 
defence officials disclosed that two warships have already left 
Liberia waters, and a third is dué to leave mid-week. 


About 100 US soldiers remain on the ground in Liberia, 
mainly stationed around the US embassy. The US forces were 
sent to Liberia in August to support Nigerian-led peacekeepers 
who helped restore calm to the capital, Monrovia, after months 
of fighting between government troaps and rebels. 


However, the peacekeepers have not deployed in the rest of 
the country, where tension between the rival forces remains high. 
Stretched by military commitments in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
President George W Bush said the American troops would be 
withdrawn by October. The US warships carried more than 4,000 
sailors and Marines, but most of them never set foot on the 
mainiand. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Liberia, page 1157:a] 


MALI 


a. Two-day strike hits country: A two-day 
strike called by Mali’s largest workers’ union to 
protest government’s failure to improve workers’ 
conditions shut down government offices, schools, 
eee telecommunications and the media, 

ct 6. 


Only banks and insurance companies remained open as the 
strike entered its second day, Oct 7, defying orders from the 
National Union of Malian Workers (UNTM). 


The UNTM is the country’s oldest union, In 1991 it played 
an important role in toppling Malian President Moussa Toure. Of 
the country's 40 daily and weekly newspapers, only two papers 
appeared on news stands in the capital, Bamako, and in the rest 
of the country, Oct 7. 


In announcing the strike in mid-September, UNTM said it 
was dissatisfied with the government of President Amadou 
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Toumani Toure, saying his administration had failed to keep 
electoral promises and improve workers’ conditions. 


According to UNTM’s secretary-general Siaka Diakite, the 
government had turned a deaf-ear on demands for an increase 
in the minimum salary, raising the retirement age in the private 
sector, harmonization of salaries between consultants and 
full-time workers and creating a national programme of devel- 
opment of workers, among other demands. 


The government had also failed to reduce water, electricity 
and telephone costs. "The government has not kept a lot of 
promises,” Diakite said, Oct 6, in Bamako. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


MAURITANIA 


a. Newspaper seized by authorities: On Sept 
23, the ministry of interior, posts and telecommuni- 
cations seized Essahifa, an Arabic-language news- 
paper. 


Authorities at the ministry claimed that the action was in 
keeping with Article 11 of the 1991 Law on Press Freedom in 
Mauritania, which allows for the seizure, "by order of the ministry 
of interior", of publications that may be considered “likely to 
undermine the principles of Islam or the image of the State, to 
harm the public good, to compromise public order and security." 


According to. Yahya Ould Hamoud, editor-in-chief of the 
newspaper, the ministry provided no further explanation for the 
seizure of the publication. 


However, Hamoud told Media Foundation for West Africa 
(MFWA) that the publication in question had carried three 
different stories that could, conceivably, provide the pretext for 
the ministry’s clampdown: one on a Mauritanian opposition 
politician in exile; another on the soldiers suspected of being 
responsible for the June 8, 2003 attempted coup on the Taya 
government; and the third on an Islamic activist arrested in May 
2003, and freed at the end of August. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Mauritania, page 1146:a] 


MAURITIUS 


a. First non-Indian PM sworn in: Paul Berenger 
became the first non-Indian to head the Mauritius 
government, Sept 30, when Sir Anerood Jugnauth 
handed over power after being Prime Minister for 
much of the past 21 years. 


Almost 70 per cent of Mauritius’ 1.2 million population are 
of Indian descent and consequently Indians have dominated the 
political scene since the tiny, prosperous Indian Ocean island 
gained independence from Britain in 1968. 


Berenger, a white Mauritian of French origin, became the 
first Prime Minister from an ethnic minority when he was sworn 
in at an official ceremony at government House. 
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Hundreds of people outside the building and in nearby streets 
waved purple flags symbolizing Berenger’s political party and let 
off firecrackers to celebrate his accession. 


Observers say Berenger’s biggest challenge will be to 


appease the Indo-Mauritian population, who largely view Ber-- 


enger’s appointment as head of government as an erosion of 
their traditional dominance in government. 


The transfer of power is in line with an agreement reached 
-three years ago between two of the island’s main political parties, 
“the Mauritian Militant Movement, led by Berenger, and Jug- 
nauth’s Militant Socialist Movement. Berenger and Jugnuath 
formed a coalition and won a huge victory in elections in 
September 2000, gaining 57 of the 60 seats in parliament. 


Under their coalition pact, the two parties agreed Jugnauth 
would serve as Prime Minister for three years and then hand 
over to Berenger, who would be Prime Minister for two years 
leading up to elections in 2005. Jugnauth, 73, will take over the 
largely ceremonial role as President on October 7. 


Jugnauth is credited with the legacy of Mauritius’ "economic 
miracle” of the 1980s, a set of liberal policies such as the creation 
of a duty-free trade zone and establishing Mauritius as a leader 
in textiles production, which allowed the island to develop into 
the economic powerhouse in the region. 


Berenger, a radical socialist turned free marketer who traces 
his family roots back to Marseilles in France, is currently the 
finance minister and deputy Prime Minister. The Wales-educated 
former trade unionist, who was imprisoned for almost a year for 
instigating massive strikes in the island’s port in the 1970s, has 
always rallied himself around minority groups such as African- 
Creoles, Muslims and Chinese. 


(SOURCE: Asian Age, New Delhi) 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Dhlakama threatens to seize power: Afonso 
Dhlakama, leader of Mozambique’s former rebel 
oa Renamo, has threatened to seize power 
in 4, 


Speaking at a rally in the central city of Chimoio, Sept 27, 
Dhlakama told the crowd that if the ruling Frelimo Party "steals 
our votes again in 2004, Renamo will form a government, and 
we're going to govern". 

“Fraud” is the Renamo synonym for a Frelimo victory - 
Frelimo won in both previous general elections in 1994 and 1999, 
but Renamo has dismissed these victories as fraudulent, even 
though the UN Special Representative in Mozambique in 1994, 
Aldo Ajello, described the elections of that year as "the best ever 
held in Africa". 


"We've had enough fraud", Dhlakama told the rally. "We're 
going to govern as from 2004. i know you're demoralised 
because in 94 and 99 you voted for Renamo and Dhlakama, but 
the votes were stolen by Frelimo. We'll tell Frelimo - if you want 
to provoke us, we shall respond”. 


After the rally, a reporter from the Beira daily Diario de 
Mocambique asked Dhlakama if he was threatening a coup 
d'etat. He denied that, and boasted: "We're going to win. In 1994 
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we won the elections, but we were robbed. In 1999 we won, 
and we were also robbed". 


“In 2004, with the improvement in the electoral law which 
will permit better control, we have every conviction that we're 
going to win”, he added. "If Frelimo steals the votes, it can steal, 
but we're certainly going to form a government even then". 


b. Policemen acquitted in Cardoso murder 
case: The Maputo provincial court, Sept 29, 
acquitted all seven policemen charged with facili- 
tating the escape from the top security prison in 
September 2002 of Anibal dos Santos Junior 
(“Anibalzinho"). 


Anibalzinho is the man who recruited the death squad that 
murdered Mozambique’s top investigative journalist, Carlos 
Cardoso, on November 22, 2000. He was tried in absentia, 
alongside five other defendants, all of whom were sentenced to 
long prison terms in January. Anibalzinho was re-arrested in 
South Africa on January 30, and repatriated to Mozambique 
the following day, arriving just a few hours after he had been 
sentenced to a jail term of 28 years and six months. 


The acquittal of the seven policemen is a severe blow to the 
public prosecutor's office, which the judge, Carlos Caetano, 
effectively accused of negligence. 


Caetano said that the seven men, who include two platoon 
commanders (Bufalo Matos and Alberto Sitoe), and the ranking 
officer on duty the night of the escape (Joaquim Pequenino), 
plus four prison guards, "are just scapegoats to hide the class 
of untouchables". 


The prosecutors, he said, should have undertaken a much 
more thorough investigation, instead of relying on data supplied 
by the Criminal Investigation Police (PIC), and by the commission 
of inquiry set up immediately after the escape. 


[Background Info. Mozambique, page 1159:c] 


c. Ban on new exchange bureaux lifted: The 
Bank of Mozambique has partially lifted the ban it 
imposed in 2002 on the opening of any more foreign 
exchange bureaux in Maputo. 


A communique from the central bank, published, Sept 27, 
and signed by the director of banking supervision, Helder Xavier, 
said that it will now receive requests for opening new exchange 
bureaux in Maputo, if there were "weighty reasons” for doing so. 


Anyone wishing to open a new exchange bureau in the 
capital must propose "an appropriate geographical location”, in 
a part of the city where there are "no exchange operators or 
insufficient operators". 


He must also "guarantee good quality service", and have a 
clean record. 


Maputo already has a remarkably large number of exchange 
bureaux, and they handle a vast amount of business. Helpfully, 
the Bank of Mozambique publishes a daily record of their foreign 
exchange transactions. Thus, Sept 26, the exchange bureaux 
handied total transactions (buying and selling) of 1.48 million US 
dollars and 2.18 million South African rands. The average daily 
transactions for the past week were 990,000 dollars and 1.4 
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million rands. This compares with average daily foreign exchange 
transactions by the commercial banks of 4.31 million dollars and 
2.68 million rands. 


d. Police seize contraband sugar: Mozambican 
police.in the central province of Manica have seized 
about four tonnes of contraband sugar, smuggled 
into the country from Zimbabwe, the Beira daily 
Diario de Mocambique reported, Oct 1. 


According to Pedro Jemusse, head of public relations in the 
Manica provincial police command, the sugar was seized in areas 
of Sussundenga and Mossurize districts, near the border with 
Zimbabwe. It had been stored in huts, preparatory to distribution 
and sale. 


The smuggling of sugar from Zimbabwe, made artificially 
cheap by the Zimbabwean government's exchange rate policy, 
is a major threat to Mozambique’s own sugar producers. 


Vast sums have been spent on rehabilitating the Mozambican 


sugar industry, particularly the mill at Marromeu on the south ` 


bank of the Zambezi, which had been thoroughly sabotaged by 
the apartheid- backed Renamo rebels in 1986. 


This investment could all be wasted if the Mozambican 
producers are unable to sell on the domestic market because of 
unfair competition from contraband. 


Jemusse claimed that the smuggling of sugar, cigarettes and 
alcoholic drinks from Zimbabwe has been on the decline in recent 
months. He attributed this to joint Mozambican/Zimbabwean 
police patrols along the border. ` 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg). 


NAMIBIA 


a. MPs get new assets deadline: Lawmakers 
have been given yet another deadline for submitting 
forms that will be used to compile an assets register 
for parliamentarians, it was reported, Oct 7. 


An assets register for MPs is a constitutional requirement 
that has still not been implemented 13 years after Independence. 


A new deadline for the submission of the forms has been 
set for "around" October 20, National Assembly speaker, Dr Mos 
Tjitendero, told a press conference, Oct 6. 


Recently The Namibian reported that government Ministers, 
their deputies and other cabinet members, had declined to 
complete the disclosure of interests forms. 


The forms, which must be completed by all members of the 
National Assembly, will form the basis of the register which is 
supposed to enable the public to check if lawmakers are abusing 
their positions to advance the financial interests of either 
themselves or their spouses. However, the speaker said the 
register “is not that open”. 


He said even the public part of the register can only be 
viewed with authorisation from himself as chairman of the 
privileges committee accompanied by "valid reasons as to why 
... you are asking for the file of [for instance] honourable (Johan) 
de Waal". He said the information in the register would not be 
given "for capricious political fights". 
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Tjitendero claimed that the delays had been caused by 
"difficulties to understand and interpret" the forms. 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


NIGERIA 


a. Woman sentenced to death by stoning 
acquitted: Amina Lawal, the Nigerian peasant 
woman sentenced under Islamic law to death by 
stoning for having had sex outside marriage, was 
acquitted and set free, Sept 25, by the highest 
religious court in her state. 


Her case had become a flash point in the debate over the 
re-introduction across northern Nigeria of Shariah, or islamic 
law, and a knotty political problem for a nation already inflamed 
by deep religious and regional divides. 


Death by stoning is not allowed under the Nigerian 
Constitution. The ruling by the Katsina State Sharia Court of 
Appeals relied largely on technicalities, and it remains unclear 
what impact, if any, it will have on the dozens of other Shariah 
sentences pending before Islamic courts, including death by 
stoning. 

Recently, for instance, another Shariah court, also in the 
north, convicted a man of sodomy and sentenced him to death 
by stoning. Still, the ruling in Ms Lawal’s widely publicized case 
has important political ramifications. It is a boon for President 
Olusegun Obsanjo, a born-again Christian from the Yoruba south 
who had said that the country’s constitution would ultimately 
spare Ms Lawal’s life. 


The ruling saves him from having to intervene directly in th 
case, which could have antagonized Nigeria's largely Muslim 
north. Communal violence is estimated to have killed 10,000 
Nigerians since 1999. Home to 120 million people, Nigeria is 
Africa's most populous country, one of the world’s biggest oil 
exporters and a key economic and political ally of the United 
States. The case has attracted international attention and 
prompted condemnation by international human rights groups. 
Ms Lawal, 31, looked overwhelmed by the gaggle of journalists 
and onlookers. 


(SOURCE: New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi) 
{Background Info. Nigeria, page 1146:a] 


RWANDA 


a. Ruling party wins landslide in legislative 
polls: The ruling Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) 
won a landslide victory in the country’s first 
multiparty parliamentary polls since the 1994 geno- 
cide, the chairman of the National Electoral Com- 
mission, Chrysologue Karangwa, said , Oct 1. 

He told reporters that the RPF won 73.78 per cent of the 
total votes cast in the Sept 30 polls, while the Social Democratic 
Party won 12.31 per cent and the Liberal Party 10.56 per cent. 
None of the 16 independent parliamentary candidates won seats. 

“These are only provisional results as stated in the law. The 
final results. will be announced by the Supreme Court,” the 
Rwanda News Agency (RNA) quoted Karangwa as saying. 
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The elections, which follow the. presidential poll that Paul 
Kagame won in a landslide, and the adoption by referendum of 
the new constitution in May, marks the end of nine years of 
transitional government in Rwanda. 


Voter turnout was 99.48 per cent, despite fears of voter 
fatigue, the RNA reported. 


On Sept 30, Rwandans voted for 53 of the 80 seats in the 
lower house, the National Assembly. Three seats for special 
groups were decided, Sept 29, and the remainder, reserved for 
women’s associations, will be elected, Oct 2. 


b. African Development Bank, Kigali sign US 
$29.9 million agreements for projects: The Rwan- 
dan government and the African Development Bank 
(ADB) have signed loan and grant agreements 
worth US $29.9 million for three projects in Rwanda, 
ADB reported, Sept 24. 


The loans and grants for the water, HIV/AIDS and natural 
resources projects will be financed by a $16.2 million loan from 
the African Development Fund (ADF), a $8.2 million loan from 
the Nigeria Trust Fund and a $5.5 million grant from ADF. 


A statement issued by the bank said Rwandan finance 
minister Donald Kaberuka and ADB President Omar Kabbaj 
signed the documents in Dubai. 


The project on water and energy supply for the Rwandan 
capital, Kigali, would result in a significant increase in the 
availability of potable water and electricity, ADB said. 


"Additional benefits from the project are expected to include 
a significant reduction in water-borne diseases," the bank said. 


The project is also expected to provide a stimulus for 
increased industria! and commercial investments as well as 
employment opportunities by reducing the costs of these 
essential inputs. The HIV/AIDS project will assist the government 
of Rwanda to implement its national and multisectoral plan for 
fighting the pandemic. 


c. 13 drown in ferry accident: At least 13 
people drowned when a passenger ferry sank, Oct 
6, on Lake Kivu in Rwanda’s southwestern Province 
of Kibuye, police spokesman Damas Gatare said. 


"We have confirmed it," he said, Oct 7. He said four bodies 
had been recovered and that the search continued for the rest. 
A provincial official said that the ferry, carrying 36 passengers 
and merchandise, was overloaded and battered by strong waves. 
lt capsized, Oct 6, near the town of Kibuye. 


"The ferry was carrying more than it could hold," the official 
said. The state-owned national radio reported that Rwandan 
military speedboats had rescued 23 people. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Editor arrested : Paul Kamara, managing 
editor of the For-Di-People newspaper, was ar- 
rested, Oct 3, and detained at the headquarters of 
the Criminal Investigation Department (CID) in 
Freetown. 
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Kamara was released after seven hours and asked to report 
the following morning. 


According to Media Foundation for West Africa (MFWA)-Si- 
erra Leone sources, Kamara was arrested at the instance of 
attorney general and minster of justice, Eke Halloway, and 
queried about a front page article published in the October 3 
edition of the paper. 


The article challenged the constitutional legality of the 
speaker of parliament, Justice Edmond Cowan’s defence of 
President Ahmed Tejan Kabbah in Parliament. 


- Justice Cowan had reacted in parliament to recent media 
publications that insinuated that President Kabbah was found 
guilty in 1968 by a commission of inquiry headed by Justice 
Beoku Betts. 


The Beoku Betts Commission was set up to investigate 
alleged fraud at the Sierra Leone Produce Marketing Board 
(SLPMB) while President Kabbah was serving as permanent 
secretary at the ministry of trade. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


SOMALIA 


a. Scores injured in clan clashes: Scores of 
people were injured when two Somali clans clashed 
at Maili Nane trading centre near Eldoret town. 


The Uasin-Gishu police boss, Mwangi Gichuhi, said at least 
four people were admitted at the Moi Teaching and Referral 
Hospital in critical condition. The incident, which took place, Oct 
6, extended till Oct 7. 


Gichuhi said police arrested six suspects who will be 
arraigned in court on assault charges. He said the clash was 
instigated by business rivalry between the two clans. 


Unconfirmed reports had earlier indicated that two people 
were killed in the fight but police said they investigating the 
allegations. 


b. Veteran aid worker killed in Somaliland: A 
veteran aid worker was shot dead in the self-de- 
clared republic of Somaliland, Oct 5, by unknown 
attackers, the UNHCR announced, Oct 6. 


It expressed "shock and sadness” over the murder of Dr 
Annalena Tonelli, a 33-year veteran of assistance to poor people 
in Africa, who in 2003 won the agency’s highest award for her 
work in bringing attention to the crisis in Somalia. 


Sixty-year old Dr Tonelli, an Italian, was shot in the grounds 
of a hospital in Borama. "The exact circumstances of the shooting 
are not yet known," UNHCR said in a statement. 


"All of us at UNHCR are devastated by Dr Tonelli’s death,” 
High Commissioner Ruud Lubbers said. "She dedicated her life 
to helping others, carrying out her noble mission in remote, 
difficult places little noticed by the outside world." 

In June, Dr Tonelli won UNHCR'’s highest honour, the Nansen 
Refugee Award, for her 33 years of work with Somalis. She 
started working with Somali refugees in Kenya and moved to 
Somalia in 1986. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Coetzee gets Nobel prize for literature: 
Author J M Coetzee, the first writer to have won the 
prestigious Booker prize twice, has won the 2003 
Nobel prize for literature. 


"Celebrity status is something | have managed to dodge quite 
successfully all my life," he said aiter winning his second Booker 
prize in 1999 for Disgrace, a dark allegorical tale of the new 
South Africa. 


Coetzee was born in Cape Town on February 9, 1940. He 
studied first at Cape Town and later earned a doctorate in 
literature from the University of Texas at Austin but was forced 
to return to South Africa when his application for a grean card 
work permit was rejected. 


The soft-spoken author, who began writing his first novel, 
Duskiands, while teaching in the United States, took ug a post 
at his old university, where he taught until 2001. 


He was appointed professor of general literature at the 
University in 1983, a post he relinquished at the end of 2001, 
when he also quit the country of his birth. 


Coetzee's publishers said the intensely private Coetzee and 
his partner Dorothy Driver emigrated to Australia for personal 
reasons. Coetzee himself gave no real explanation for the 
decision but in an email interview with a former student, Coetzee 
once said he looked forward to getting out of the big city. 


While Coetzee himself successfully managed to dodge the 
media spotlight, it was rarely off his books—making him one of 
the best known South African authors along with fellow Nobel! 
literature laureate Nadine Gordimer. 


(SOURCE: Statesman, Calcutta) 


SUDAN 


a. Breakthrough security agreement signed: 
A key stumbling block in Sudanese peace negotia- 
tions was overcome, Sept 25, with the signing of a 
security agreement between the government of 
Sudan and the rebel Sudan People’s Liberation 
Movement/Army (SPLM/A) in Naivasha, Kenya. 


Under the deal, Sudan will have two separate armed forces 
as weil as integrated units and an internationally monitored 
ceasefire agreement once a final deal has been signed. 


The breakthrough, achieved after three weeks of unprece- 
dented talks between SPLA leader John Garang and Sucanese 
Vice-President Ali Osman Taha, has raised hopes on all sides 
for a final peace settlement. 


"Your persistence in the matter...was a clear demonstration 
that you have both decided to put the interests of your country, 
the Sudan, before your own interests and that you are determined 
to realise a just and durable peace," Kenyan mediator Lazarus 
Sumbeiywo told the sides at the signing ceremony. 


"We are now sure that you will bring to a close the remaining 
issues of power sharing, wealth sharing and [the] conflict areas 
{Southern Blue Nile, Abyei and the Nuba mountains]," he added. 
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Garang told reporters he had spoken to Sudanese President 
Omar al-Bashir, Sept 24, and they had congratulated each other 
on the step taken towards a "just and fair settlement". 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


TOGO 


a. Two killed in violent clashes with security 
forces: Conflicting reports reaching Lome from the 
northern town of Mango said at least two people 
were killed and several others injured in violent 
clashes between the local UFC opposition militia- 
men and the security forces, Sept 25, over the use 
of the local wild game park. 


But the Togolese minister for the interior maintained that only 
one person was killed by a stray bullet with either one or two 
others injured. 


The reports said military reinforcements have been rushed 
to the Mango area from Dapaong, the capital of the Savannah 
region to maintain peace and order. 


Conflicting accounts say that the security forces opened 
fire, Sept 25, into a crowd of demonstrators who were 
protesting against a team of government ministers and a 
representative of the European Union who had gone to the 
town to sensitise the people about the need to protect and 
rehabilitate the country’s wild game park located at Oti in the 
Mango forest reserve. 


‘But the interior minister on his part blamed the opposition 
militiamen for starting the riots. 


sources said the wildlife and forest game reserve rehabili- 
tation project proposed by the government had just received a 
boost of 9 billion CFA Francs from the European Union in order 
to promote tourism in Togo. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


TUNISIA 


a. CPJ concern over harassment of journal- 
ist: The Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) is 
deeply concerned that Tunisian authorities have 
harassed journalist and human rights activist Nziha 
Rejiba, also known as Om Zeid. 


According to the Tunisian press freedom group Observatoire 
de la Libert de la Presse, de L'Edition et de ia Cration (OLPEC), 
Rejiba, who is the Arabic editor of Kalima, a banned online 
French- and Arabic-language journal, was summoned by the 
Tunisian Customs Bureau for questioning on September ae 
following her return from Europe. 


While in Europe, Rejiba had agreed to bring 170 euros 
(US$197} back into Tunisia for a friend of an acquaintance. 


The agents alleged that she had violated currency ex- 
change laws by bringing the money into the country and told 
her that she could face up to five years in prison if charged 
and convicted. 
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An OLPEC spokesperson said that the currency ex- 
change laws are designed to punish people who funnel large 
amounts of undeclared foreign currency into Tunisia. 


The spokesperson maintained that Rejiba was summoned 
because of her activism and writing in Kalima, which often 
criticizes the Tunisian government. Kalima is blocked in Tunisia 
but can be accessed outside the country. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Tunisia, page 1162:a] 


UGANDA 


- a. 26 killed in rebel attacks: At least 26 people 
have been killed in northern and northeastern 
Uganda in the past three days in attacks involving 
rebels of the Lord's Resistance Army, witnesses 
said, Sept 27. 


“Seven people, including two soldiers, were killed on Friday 
(Sept 26) at Burcoro in northern Uganda when suspected rebels 
opened fire on a group of about 30 pedestrians, who were being 
escorted back home from a market," a witness said. 


Army spokesman Lieut Paddy Ankunda confirmed the attack, 
saying two soldiers were also killed, but could not provide further 
details. The army dispatched a team to the area to pursue the 
attackers and "annihilate them," he said. 


One witness, Jospeh Odongo, said he had seen the bodies 
of five civilians lying on the road and that two of his relatives 
were among many injured in the attack. 


The bodies of another 19 peopie—i0 rebels and nine 
civilians—were recovered between Kuju and Obalanga in the 
north-eastern district of Katakwi. 


Katakwi district chief Ndiwa Chemasuet said four civilian 
bodies were discovered, Sept 25, and that five more bodies had 
been recovered by Sept 26 evening. 


[Background Info. Uganda, page 1162:a] 


b. Former MP arrested: The former member of 
parliament for Igara West constituency in Bushenyi 
district, Samson Nyine Bitahwa, is in trouble over 
a Shs 27 million debt. 


Bitahwa was arrested by police on September 24, in Kampala 
and later released on bond in Mbarara, where he was transferred. 


He owes the money to the LCV Chairman of Bushenyi, 
Longino Ndyanabo. 


The debt stems from an election petition Bitahwa lost to 
Ndyanabo in 2002 in the Mbarara high court. 


The two contested for the LCV post and Ndyanabo won, 
prompting Bitahwa to petition court where he lost and incurred 
the debt as costs. 


Bitahwa has since failed to pay the debt, claiming that they 
were too big, and has been trying to appeal. 


"The cost is very high and | have not been given chance to 
appeal,” Bitahwa told The Monitor. The petition lasted only three 
days before Justice Paul Mugamba. 
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Bitahwa said he met President Museveni at Soroti State 
Lodge recently, and was advised to settle the bill amicably with 
Ndyanabo. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. NGOs sign agreement with govt fo step up 
aid: An association of European NGOs called, 
EuronAid, Sept 23, signed the agreement with 
government "in an effort to step up assistance for 
the population of Zimbabwe during the actual 
shortage of staple food and basic agricultural 
inputs". 

The agreement would “improve the efficiency of [EuronAid’s] 
programme", which was being implemented together with 
Zimbabwean and international NGOs, with funding from the 
European Commission (EC). 


EuronAid secretary-general Dr Gerhard Schmalbruch 
stressed during the signing ceremony with the director of the 
ministry of social welfare, S Mhishi, that he was convinced the 
agreement would improve the coordination of aid efforts between 
the government, NGOs and the EC. 


"He also expressed his conviction that the efforts of civil 
society organisations working at the grassroots level with the 
population of Zimbabwe is of the utmost importance in 
overcoming the actual shortcomings of food production and food 
availability in Zimbabwe," EuronAid noted. 


Schmalbruch thanked the government of Zimbabwe for their 
flexibility during the negotiations leading to the present agree- 
ment, and expressed his appreciation for "the positive direction 
contained in the statement of the government regarding the 
distribution of humanitarian aid", EuronAid said. 


b. Nine Daily News scribes charged: Police, 
Sept 25, charged nine Daily News and Daily News 
on Sunday journalists for operating without ac- 
creditation, two weeks after their parent company 
was shut down for operating a media business 
illegally. 


The nine are Luke Tamborinyoka, er Ruhanya, 
Fanuel Jongwe, Precious Shumba, Chengetai Zvauya, Conelia 
Mabasa, Conway Tutani, Gladwin Muparutsa and Darlington 
Makoni. 


Police spokesman assistant commissioner Wayne Bvudzi- 
jena said they were keen to investigate all the remaining 
Associated Newspapers of Zimbabwe journalists for the same 
offence. 


He said the nine journalists were charged for allegedly 
breaching section 72 of the Access to Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act for practising without accreditation 
from the Media and Information Commission. 


Bvudzijena said the nine would be summoned to court once 
investigations were complete. 


"We are keen to investigate the remaining journalists of the 
Daily News on the same charges. Investigations are still going 
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on," said Bvudzijena. On Sept 22, police charged five directors 
of the Associated Newspapers of Zimbabwe for operating a 
media business without registering with MIC. 


(SOURCE: Independent, Harare) 
[Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 1139:a] 


REGIONAL . 


a. $1 bn aid pledged to Africa: Japan, Sept 
20, said that it "aims to extend grant aid totaling $1 
billion....to Africa" over the next five years in respect 
of “areas such as health and medical care, including 
measures against AIDS, as well as education, water 
and food". 


Announcing this at the Third Tokyo International Conference 
on African Develoment (TICAD III), the Japanese Prime Minister, 
Junichiro Koizumi, said he shared the vision that "there will be 
no stability and prosperity in the world in the 21st century unless 
the problems of Africa are resolved". 


Delivering the keynote speech at the inauguration of the 
three-day TICAD Ill, Koizumi said a target of approximately $300 
million investments by Japanese companies in Africa was being 
set for a five-year period. 


This would be accomplished through overseas investment 
loans and other measures. 


in the context, the World Bank and other coorganizers would 
convene TICAD Asia-Africa Trade and Investment Conference 
in 2004. 


He announced that Japan would also “steadily implement 
cancellation of yen-loan Overseas Development Assistance 
(ODA-related) debt totaling $3 billion" in respect of the heavily 
indebted poor countries (HIPCs) and other "eligible countries" 
on that continent. 


Pledging to "make the TICAD process more dynamic", the 
‘Japanese Prime Minister said, "it is truly regrettable that the 
recent World Trade Organization ministerial conference, held in 
Cancun, Mexico, could not advance (the) Doha Development 
Agenda negotiations”. 

The creation of “equitable rules", he said, "is necessary for 
promoting trade and investment (needs) of (the) developing 
countries, including Africa”. 

The "three pillars" of Japan’s own initiative for assistance to 
Africa were "human-centred development, poverty reduction 
through economic growth and consolidation of peace". 

(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras) 

b. Lion population of Africa shrinks to 
23,000 from 200,000: Africa is down to its last 
23,000 lions, according to estimates that suggest 


that the king of the jungle could soon be close to 
extinction. 


Populations have shrunk from a healthy 200,000 two 
decades ago to the point at which their long-term survival was 
now in question, scientists said, Sept 18. 


The best figures available indicate that as few as 23,000 are 
left in the entire African continent, and some experts believe that 
even this is too high, with between 15,000 and 17,000 lions _ 
remaining. Ls a T 

Human activity is responsible for the crisis, aS, farmers ~~ 
seeking to protect their livestock shoot, trap and pgison’ ‘more of 
the big cats. i Tre “2 F gY 

The same trend is affecting other large cariiveres across E 
that continent, with leopards, cheetahs and ‘wild $ í dogs“ all 


suffering, New Scientist magazine reported, Sep 18. | &y 


Dr Laurence Frank, a wildlife biologist at the’ tudiversity of — 
Galifornia at Berkeley, said while the threats to other engaged 
species were well understood by the general pilier ithe’ 
disastrous collapse in African predator numbers was largely ~ 
passing the world by. 


Urgent action was needed to protect animals at the top of 
the food chain in the last continent on which large carnivores 
survive in big numbers. 


"People know about elephants, gorillas and rhinos, but they 
seem blissfully unaware that these large carnivores are nearing 
the brink," Dr Frank said. 


"It's not just lions. Populations of all African predators are 
plummeting. Almost everywhere else, big carnivores have had 
it already. In Africa, its not too late to save the situation”. 


Dr Frank said the main problem was with ranchers who 
hunted down lions and other predators that strayed beyond 
nature reserves. 


“People have always killed predators, but there's only so 
much damage you can do with spears and shields," he said. 


“Now everyone has got rifles and poisons". The same 
pressures have led to a collapse in the number of wild dogs, 
to between 3,000 to 5,500 and cheetahs, to fewer than 
15,000. 


Conservation efforts must move beyond the big game parks 
that have done something to slow the pace of decline, to ensuring 
that healthy carnivore populations can survive outside the 
reserves. 


Herding practices needed to be improved to limit the impact 
on lions and other carnivores, so that fewer of the animals were 
killed as pests, he said. 


(SOURCE: Times, London reproduced in Statesman, Calcutta, 
Oct 20, 2003) 
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ANGOLA 


a. Angola re-elected to presidency of WTO: 
Angola was re-elected, Oct 18, in Beijing, to the 
presidency of the World Tourism Organisation 
(WTO) for Africa during the organisations 14th 
general assembly. 


Of the 42 countries attending the seven-day meeting, 39 
voted for Angola which, according to Angolan minister of tourism 
Jorge Valentim, once again demonstrated the prestige of the 
country in the international arena. 


For two more years, the country will seek to keep its 


development plan going towards a new tourism image of the ` 


continent. 


Angola's delegation to the meeting headed by minister Jorge 
Valentim comprised officials of the ministry of hotels and tourism 


and representatives of a local tourism companis. SEA 5, eae 


b. First MPLA secretary re-elected: The Gov- 
ernor of Bengo province, Isalino Mendes, the only 
candidate to the post, was re-elected the first 
provincial secretary of the ruling MPLA party, during 
the party’s ninth provincial conference, which 
closed, Oct 18. 


The meeting has elected a new provincial committee, made 
-up of 105 members. At the end of the event, the participants 
were satisfied with the work by the former executive, which led 
to the re-election of 58 members and also the first secretary. 


Another four candidates were also elected to the central 
committee, namely, Carlos Alberto Cavukila, Josefa Jose, 
Agostinho Dion!sio do Ros Rio and Ferreira Adao. Neto and 24 
delegates to the country's largest party's fifth congress, set for 
December. 


c. Radio journalist dead: Paulo Feidao, a 
journalist with the state-owned National Radio of 
Angola (RNA) died, Oct 16, in one of the hospitals 
of the Angolan capital, Luanda. 


The journalist was a veteran reporter and with RNA’s "Radio 
Luanda“ Broadcasting station, to which he worked for 13 years. 
The Angolan Journalists Union (UJA) has already condoled the 
death of its member, in a message signed by its secretary 
general, Manuel Miguel de Carvalho "Wadijimbi". 


In the message, UJA said that the death represents a 
meaningful loss to the whole Angolan journalistic family. 


° 
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"Paulo Feidao was a brilliant skilled professional with a 
promising future, who carried out his activity with devotion, and 
whose example should be followed by other professionals of 
social communication" read the message. 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


` BURKINA FASO 


a. 12 held for alleged plot to topple govt: 
Twelve people were arrested in Burkina Faso, Oct 
7, on the allegation of plotting to overthrow the 
government of President Blaise Compaore. 

They included two army captains who, according to state 
officiais, had foreign backing for their foiled action. Other alleged 
plotters included low-ranking members of the presidential guard 
and a pastor. 


"They were waiting for arms from a foreign country which 


„had already provided money,” officials said. 


They were arrested earlier, but the alleged plot was only 
made public at a news conference, Oct 7. No country was 
mentioned but analysts said that there has been tension between 
the country and neighbouing Ivory Coast. Compaore came to 
power in 1987, in the most recent of the five coups staged in 
Burkina Faso and has since won multi-party elections in 1991 
and 1998. 


Ivory Coast President Laurent Gbagbo has accused Burkina 
Faso of backing the rebels who tried to seize power in 2002 ue 
who still control half of the country. 


Burkina Faso denied the charges and in turn accused Ivory 
Coast of mistreating its many citizens living in that country. 


A poor country even by West African standards, the 
landlocked state of Burkina Faso has suffered from recurring 
droughts, matched in number only by the military coups it has 
endured, especially during the 1980s. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


BURUNDI 


a. Government, rebel group sign ceasefire 
deal: Burundi President Domitien Ndayizeye and 
Pierre Nkurunziza, leader of the country’s largest 
rebel faction, signed an agreement, Oct 8, to 
en a ceasefire deal reached in December 


The implementation agreement, signed in Pretoria, South 
Africa, under the facilitation of South African President Thabo 
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Mbeki and Deputy President Jacob Zuma, is on the integration 
of the armed forces, the police and intelligence services. 


. Under the accord, known as the Pretoria Protocol on 
political, defence and security power sharing in Burundi, 
Nkurunziza’s Conseil National pour la Defense de la Democra- 
tie-Forces pour la Defense de la Democratie (CNDD-FDD) will 
get 40 per cent of the integrated general staff and the officer 
corps of the army. | 


The size of the component of non-commissioned officers 
and other ranks is to be decided by the integrated generai staff. 


The general staff will propose to {he government the structure 
and size of the army and. its officer component in a military to 
be known as the Burundi National Defence Force (BNDF). The 
agreement says military command posts will be shared on an 
overall 50-50 ethnic basis “as stipulated in the Arusha Peace 
and Reconciliation Agreement”. 


The accord says demobilisation and subsequent reintegration 
of combatants will be progressive, and the final phase: of the 
effort will take place once the elected government is in*place, 
and be "guided by the required size of the BNDF". 


The parties also agreed to establish a new national police 
force, 65 per cent of the members of its general staff structure 
to be drawn from the transitional government and 35 per cent 
from the CNDD-FDD. A 50-50 overall ethnic balance will be 
maintained in the force. 


Leaders praise Pretoria agreement: Described by rebel 
leader Pierre Nkurunziza as “sunshine after the rain", the power 
sharing agreement he signed, Oct 8, with the transitional 
government of Burundi has received acclaim from the interna- 
tional community that described it as a major step towards peace 
in the war-torn central African state. 


in separate statements, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, 
the EU, the African Union (AU) and the US government said the 
agreement between the Burundian government and the CNDD- 
FDD was a significant step.in the integration of the rebel 
movement in the country’s peace process and in its political and 
military institutions. 


Annan urged ail Burundians to seize the opportunity to bring 
about peace and reconciliation in the country. He reiterated the 
UN's commitment to remain engaged in helping Burundians 
pursue peace. 


US hails signing of peace agreement on Burundi: The 
United States hailed the October 8 signing of an agreement on 
political and military integration of the government of Burundi 
and the largest rebel group. 


In a written statement, State Department spokesman Richard 
Boucher said, “We welcome the joint declaration announcing an 
immediate end to hostilities." The agreement was reached 
through the interventions of South African President Thabo Mbeki 
and South African Deputy President Jacob Zuma in extended 
necotiations in Pretoria, South Africa. 


[Background info. Burundi, page 1165:a] 
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b. Opposition leader arrested: Burundian se- 
curity officers, Oct 17, arrested the leader of a wing 
of the pro-Tutsi Union pour le Progresss National 
(UPRONA) political party, Charles Mukasi, a day 
after he was placed under house arrest. 


Mukasi is head of the UPRONA faction opposed to the 2000 
Arusha accord for peace and reconciliation. 


Before his arrest, he said that he had received a warrant 
from the presidential police (the government intelligence serv- 
ices) accusing him of “sedition and refusal to appear before the 
court". 


" write and publish my work for consumption by my readers, 
nobody has told me that | have written inciting things," he said. 
"| have always organised public meetings, | do not hide myself, 
| clearly give my opinions, | fight for the restoration of a state of 
law in Burundi, this is not a secret.” 


` Terming the arrest illegal, Mukasi’s lawyer, Gabriel Sinarinzi, 
said: "The people who arrested Mukasi violated the law, first, 


‘they broke the door to his house before arresting him and, 


secondly, Mukasi is in the custody of the presidential police and 
nobody is allowed to see him." 


Sinarinzi said the government was using sedition charges to 
oppress opposition leaders. "This is an arbitrary detention, | 
demand permission to contact my client,” he said. 


Mukasi had in. the past been arrested several times in 
connection with his opposition of the transitional government set 
up on November 2001 under the Arusha accord. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


CHAD 


a. Chad to produce oil: Chad, a vast, dirtpoor 
landlocked country in Africa, joined the ranks of 
oil-producing states, Oct 10, amid concerns that the 
$3.7-billion project may not.benefit Chadians. 


Oil revenue, made possible by a World Bank-vetted pro- 
gramme, is expected to double the annua, revenue of one of 
the five poorest countries. 


Heads of State from neighbouring nations were to attend the 
launch ceremony at Exxon Mobil’s Kome base, which has grown 
up in less than three years amid fields of sorghum and millet in 
three oil fields in southern Chad. 


Some of the states represented, including Gabon, 
Cameroon, Nigeria and lately, Equatorial Guinea, have failed to 
make their populations benefit from their oil wealth. That is, in 
part, why the World Bank was called on to review Chad's 
progamme. 


Exxon Mobil was hesitant to proceed with the project 
involving a 1,070-km pipeline to Cameroon's Atlantic port at 
Kribi without World Bank's consent. The company leads a 
consortium that includes partners Petronas of Malaysia and 
Chevron Texaco. 
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Under an agreement among the bank, the consortium and 
Chad, the 12.5 per cent share that Chad will receive from the 
revenue produced by the estimated 250,000 barrels pumped 
a day will go straight into an audited escrow account in London. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras) 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Journalist in prison eight months after 
arrest: Eight months after his arrest on February 
14, by National Intelligence Agency (ANR) officers, 
journalist Bamporiki Chamira was still being de- 
tained at a prison in Kinshasa, capital of the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, a national media 
watchdog reported, Oct 15. 


Journaliste en Danger (JED) said that Chamira, of the 
Kinshasa-based daily La Tempete des Tropiques, was still held 
at Kinshasa's penitentiary and re-education centre. 


He is accused of “direct or indirect participation in a plot 
aimed at eliminating President Joseph Kabila" and of helping his 
daughter's husband, Maj Doris Mbenge, to escape from an ANR 
prison. JED reported that four other members of Chamira’s 
family were also being held for trial. 


JED said that Chamira's detention was marked by several 
irregularities, including the State Security Court's violation of 
Article 80 of the Criminal. Procedure Code, which sets a limit 
of eight days, from the moment a case goes into deliberation, 
to deliver a verdict; and the lack of response to a May 5 appeal 
by media representatives and JED for a presidential pardon. 


b. 11 children killed, 73 injured by lightning 
in village: Eleven children were killed and 73 
injured, 25 severely, when lightning struck their 
school,.Oct 9, in the village of Bikori, some 95 km 
south of the town of Mbandaka in northwestern 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, the UN Office 
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
reported. 


The school buildings, however, sustained practically no 
damage. OCHA said that injuries consisted primarily of burns 
and effects of electric shock. 


"The . psychological effects of such a catastrophe on 
children aged between 12 and 16 years cannot be underesti- 
mated," OCHA said. "Psychological support is therefore 
indispensable and urgent, as there is not a single psychologist 
in the region." 


Due to a shortage of beds in the local hospital, run by an 
order of the Sisters of St. Lazarus, two to three: children were 
occupying one bed each, OCHA reported. The lightning struck 
at about 1 p.m., hitting the Institut Mpimba, occupied by some 


200 students. Local government. officials, the Congolese Red 


Cross, the UN Population Fund and international medical relief 
NGO Medecins Sans Frontieres were ail contributing to the relief 
effort, OCHA said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
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EGYPT 


a. Conjoined twins separated: Neurosurgeons, 
Oct 12, successfully separated a pair of 2-year-old 
Egyptian twins joined at the top of their heads after 
a 26-hour operation. 


Doctors at Children’s Medical Center, Dallas, USA, spent 
the night separating the blood vessels running between the 
brains of Ahmed and Mohamed ibrahim—considered the riskiest 
part of the operation. 


They were separated at 11.17 am, Oct 12, hospital officials 
announced later. 


"They are now within striking distance of living inde- 
pendent lives,” said Dr Jim Thomas, chief of critical care at 
the hospital. The next procedure could take six hours and 
will involve reconstructing their skulls and covering the 
wounds with skin. 


Meanwhile, at a hospital in Rome, a pair of four-month-old 
Greek twins, a boy and a girl, who were joined at the temple, 
were successfully separated during surgery. 


The twins were doing well, Oct 12, a day after the operation, 
said an official at Rome's Policlinico Gemelli Hospital. The 
surgery was less complicated than other separations of con- 
joined twins since the infants didn’t share any organs. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras) 


ERITREA 


a. Peace process under ’stress’, says UN 
envoy: The top United Nations envoy for Ethiopia 
and Eritrea, Oct 8, said the peace process is under 
stress, and appealed to the local press corps to 
mute the "noisy beating" of war drums and urging 
general calm. 


In a briefing with reporters in the Eritrean capital Asmara, 
UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan's special representative 
Legwaila Joseph .Legwaila said, "| would: like to underline that 
although politically the peace process is experiencing severe 
stress as a result of the rejection by one of the parties, namely, 
Ethiopia," of a border commission’s recommendations on a new 
border with Eritrea, "militarily, the situation in the area of 
responsibility remains generally stable." 


Ethiopia and Eritrea agreed to a peace process in 2000 and 
a boundary commission has been attempting to delineate a 
permanent border. 


Legwaila, also the head of the UN Mission in Ethiopia and 
Eritrea (UNMEE), told the press conference, which was con- 
nected to Addis Ababa via a video link, "! should like to stress 
that the noisy beating of the drums [of war,] by some of you, as 
evidenced by some of the articles which [have] appeared in your 
newspapers, is of great concern to me. 


"In our view, the border remains militarily stable and there 
are no signs of impending war. In my experience with 
peacekeeping, rhetoric about war has never been helpful. 
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| would like, therefore, to appeal to the people of Ethiopia 
and Eritrea, and to you as journalists whose influence on the 
public consciousness is so powerful, to stay calm. Not to frighten 
people. 
(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 
[Background Info. Eritrea, page 1166:a] 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Addis Ababa again attacks border commis- 
sion: Ethiopia has again attacked the independent 
boundary commission set up to rule on the con- 
tested 1,000 km border with Eritrea. 


in a statement released, Oct 20, the foreign ministry accused 
the Eritrea-Ethiopia Boundary Commission (EEBC) of "“arro- 
gance” and “major shortcomings”. It said the EEBC had been 
“transformed into a party to the dispute” after its ruling awarded 
contested territory - in particular the town of Badme where the 
war flared up - to Eritrea. 


"That is also how conflict situations are aggravated by parties 
which are in fact given responsibility for defusing tension and for 
laying the basis for durable peace and stability," the ministry 
said. 


"Cloaking itself with the mantle that its ruling would be final 
and binding, it stubbornly stuck to its untenable position,” the 
statement added. "Its president [Sir Elihu Lauterpacht] probably 
concluded that a poor country like Ethiopia would have to submit 
to his ruling whatever the merits of its argument," 


The Ethiopian government also criticised the EEBC for failing 
to make field visits to the border region, which it added, would 
have been "illuminating". 


"The situation calls for the thorough attention by the institution 
responsible for global peace and security, the UN, and the 
guarantors of the Algiers Agreement who could together help 
the parties overcome the failings of a commission that has been 
transformed into a party to the dispute," the statement said. — 


In an official statement, the Eritrean government warned that 
Ethiopia's “reckless position” could “plunge the region into 
another cycle of war and conflict". 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 


GAMBIA 


a. Newspaper offices attacked: The Committee 
to Protect Journalists, Oct 17, condemned arson 
attack on the offices of the private, biweekly 
independent newspaper, located in a suburb of the 
capital, Banjul. 


According to local journalists, on the evening of October 17, 
three unidentified men assaulted a private security guard in front 
of the paper's offices, using teargas and an iron bar and knocking 
the guard unconscious. After tricking a second guard into leaving 
his post, the assailants doused the building's windows anc doors 
with gasoline and set it on fire, as well as the electrical meter 
located outside. The attackers fled the scene without entering 
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the building, local journalists said. The first guard was hospital- 
ized and is recovering from his injuries. 


Staff at the security firm alerted the fire department, which 
arrived to put out the blaze. Staff also called the police, who 
inspected the premises the next day. However, journalists at The 
Independent told CPJ that the fire damaged the power supply 
to the building, and that the paper would make alternative 
arrangements to print the edition. 


Gambian journalists said the attack may have come as a 
reprisal for the newspaper’s reporting, which is highly critical of 
the government. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Gambia, page 1167:a] 


IVORY COAST 


a. 12 opposition activists arrested for pian- 
ning assassinations: Twelve opposition activists 
were arrested in Ivory Coast recently on suspiscion 
of planning the assassination of several leading 
figures in the government, including Mamadou 
Coulibaly, the speaker of parliament, government 
sources said, Oct 21. 


The alleged plot was not directly linked to an earlier 
conspiracy to assassinate President Laurent Gbagbo, which led 
to the arrest of 18 people in Ivory Coast in August, the sources 
said. 


A communique issued-by the Ministry of internal security, 
Oct 20, acknowledged the arrest of 11 people in Abidjan. All 
were detained in the working class suburb of Abobo, which is 
mainly populated by people from the north of Ivory Coast and 
immigrants from neighbouring Burkina Faso. 


The communique said the detainees were being questioned 
about "a plan to assassinate political, administrative and and 
military personalities.” It did not name their alleged targets, but 
a police source said that one of them was Coulibaly, an 
outspoken critic of the rebels and one of the senior figures in 
Gbagbo’s Ivorian Popular Front (FPI) party. 


The police source said the plot had been discovered following 
an armed robbery attack on presidential adviser Benjamin Djedje 
on October 14, during which Djedje was injured. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


KENYA 


a. Crackdown on Mungiki sect: More than 10 
members of the outlawed Mungiki sect have been 
arrested in Nakuru in the past one week. 


On Oct 16, the police said two sect members were arrested 
and their paraphernalia recovered from one of their houses in 
in town. Nakuru Police chief Joel Lang’at said the sect adherents 
were arrested after a tip-off by the eight suspects arrested 
recently. 
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‘ The suspects have been operating in Lanet, Kokoto and Free 
Area in the outskirts of Nakuru town. Police laid ambush, Oct 
16, and managed to arrest them but two of their colleaues 
escaped. One of those arrested, Lang’at said, was identified as 
a ringleader, adding that the paraphernalia collected were in his 
house. 


Some of the things found in the house included framed 
posters of Maina Njenga, the Mungiki leader. Others were 
traditional herbs, swords, clubs, photo albums and a book 
containing names of the sect members, caps, powder and ashes 
packed in small sachets. 


Meanwhile, Lang'at said a commuter taxi (matatu) travelling 
from Nyahururu to Nakuru was recently carjacked and passen- 
gers robbed of more than Sh35,000 and other belongings. 


Lang’at said the vehicle was stopped at Maili Kumi by a 
passenger who wanted to alight, but immediately it stopped, four 
men emerged from the nearby bushes and took control. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


LESOTHO 


a. SA releases water for Maseru: South Africa 
has started releasing emergency water for Leso- 
tho’s capital, Maseru, from the Highlands Water 
Project, a water affairs spokesman said, Oct 20. 


Without this crucial augmentation, the city would be without 
water within two weeks, said Willie Croucamp, water affairs 
official responsible for the project. 


The Caledon River, Maseru’s main water source, had ceased 
to flow due to the drought. 


Croucamp said one cubic metre per second was being freed 
from the project's ‘Muela Dam. This was in addition to the 17 
cubic metres per second that normally flowed from the dam into 
the Vaal River system (of which the Caledon formed part). 


According to the latest report the released water had not 
reached Maseru yet, Croucamp said. 


The binational Lesotho Highlands Water Commission would 
record the requested augmentation and the costs would be 
recovered from Lesotho. Croucamp said that the emergency 
releases represented one of the project's major benefits. 


“The project was designed to Be flexible and to meet the 
water needs of both countries under serious drought conditions." 


He said it was the first time that water from the scheme was 
being released for Maseru. In the past the city and surrounding 
low-lying areas were dependent on their groundwater resources 
if the river ceased to flow. 


Lesotho has already recognised the need for a more reliable 
water supply to its lowlands, stretching from Maseru to 
Butha-Buthe in the north. With the help of the European Union, 
the country is currently conducting a feasibility study for -a 
proposed Lesotho Lowlands Water Project. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
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LIBERIA 


a. Cheering crowds greet new liberation 
leader: Businessman Gyude Bryant came home, 
Oct 13, to lead a post-war, post-Charles Taylor 
Liberia. 


He was welcomed by cheering crowds packing streets. 


Bryant, a long-time civilian campaigner against Liberia's 
warlords, takes the oath of office, Oct 14, as chairman of a 
two-year interim administration—meant to shepherd Liberia out 
of 14 years of bloodletting and into 2005 elections. 


Bryant takes over a nation in ruins, with thousands of 
fighter-thugs still in arms—-and Taylor and other rival warlords- 
in-waiting watching to gauge Bryant's success. 


The guns are stilled by what is only the latest of a dozen 
peace deals since Taylor launched Liberia into conflict—though 
this deal, crucially, comes with Taylor gone. 


"We're gonna have peace. We already have it!" shrieked 
Susan Kulue, a 40-year-old among 500 hankie-waving women 
in white headscarfs and white dress flocking to greet the new 
leader. Referring to Liberians, the UN envoy, Jacques Klein of 
America, said, "It's now a question of them—do they want to 
put this behind them, and move ahead?” 


A Ghana air force plane brought Bryant to Liberia from Accra, 
Ghana's capital, scene of months of peace talks that engineered 
the transition government. 


He stepped off the Ghana air force base in a business suit, 
accompanied by the vice-chairman, Wesley Johnson. A heavy- 
equipment dealer and leader of a small political party, Bryant 
led a 1997 effort to unite political parties behind a civilian 
candidate in Liberia's first elections after a ruinous 1989-96 civil 
war. 


The six-party alliance's effort failed, and the Libyan-trained 
guerilla fighter who had launched the war—Taylor—won the 
presidency. 


Thousands filled the streets of Monrovia, signing and dancing 
to drums. Crowds streamed toward a church that Bryant was to 
make one of his first stops—joining a prayer service for the 
bloodied nation. Bryant was picked to lead Liberia with approval 
of rebels and the government, both of which agreed to yield the 
top positions in the interim administration. 


Bryant is to replace Moses Blah, Taylor's chosen successor. 


Blah took office, Aug 11, as Taylor jetted into exile in 
Nigeria, his rule ended by African, UN, American and European 
leaders and by rebels who had taken the majority of the country 
and driven deep into Taylor's capital. Sieges in the two and a 
half months before Taylor's exit killed well over 1,000 civilians 
in the capital, capping nearly a decade and a half conflict 
estimated to have killed more than 150,000. 


Bryant has identified demobilizing Liberia's tens of thousands 
of fighters—-most, undisciplined gunmen accustomed to treating 
raping and robbing as their gun-given rights—as his priority. 
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Liberia, founded by freed American slaves in the 19th century, 
once was a leading American African trade partner and 
sub-Saharan Africa's most prosperous country. 


[Background Info. Liberia, page 1169:a] 


b. UN troops enforce arms ban: Waving crowds 
lined the roads to welcome 760 blue-helmeted 
Bangladeshi soldiers—the first UN troops in Liberia 
from. outside Africa—who moved into Monrovia 
ahead of the swearing-in, Oct 14, of an interim 
power-sharing government. 


"God is really answering our prayers,” said Martha James, 
a roadside vendor who was part of the throng. "We welcome the 
troops whole-heartedly". 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras and Asian Age, New Deihi) 


LIBYA 


a. Libya resumes talks on compensation: 
Jolted into action following a stern warning from 
France, Libya has resumed efforts to reach a 
compensation deal with families of victims of 1989 
airliner bombing, a French negotiator said, Oct 12. 


Libyan negotiators made contact, Oct 11, as a deadline 
neared and just hours after the French President, Jacques 
Chirac, warned that Libya’s ties with France would suffer if it did 
not conclude a deal. 


Victims’ families are seeking additional compensation on top 
of $33 million that Libya already paid in 1999. Libya has offered 
an extra $1 million for each family of the 170 victims. 

(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras) 
[Background Info. Libya, page 1158:a] . 


MAURITANIA 


a. Four weeklies seized: Authorities at the 
ministry of interior, post and telecommunications in 
Nouakchott have banned or seized print runs of 
four weekly newspapers in Mauritania. 


The affected publications are: Le Calame, Le Journal du - 


Jeudi, Le Sahara and Essahiva. 


- According to Media Foundation for West Africa (MFWA}-Mau- 
ritania, the ministry, as usual, provided no explanation for the 
latest clamp down. 


it is significant, however, that the actions came a few days 
to the start of official campaigning on October 22, 
country’s Presidential elections slated for. November 7. The 
ministry of interior, post and telecommunications frequently 
invokes Act 91- 023, the Law on Press Freedom in Mauritania, 
to censure publications perceived to be opposed to the 
government. 


Article 11 of the anti-media legislation provides ‘in part, that 
“The: circulation, dissemination or sale—of newspapers or 
periodicals - likely to undermine islam or the image of the state, 


to harm the public good, to compromise public order and security, 
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whatever the language in which it is written, may be banned by 
an order from the ministry of interior." 


The law also requires all newspapers to deposit five copies 
of every edition with the interior ministry and to obtain a permit 
for circulation of the particular issue. At a meeting on October 
18, 2003, newspaper publishers in the country expressed 
concern about the discretionary and arbitrary use of the law 
to proscribe independent publications. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
MOROCCO 


a. Jailed journalist files suit for slander 
against minister: Jailed journalist and editor Ali 
Lmrabet has filed a suit for slander against Moroc- 
can communications minister Nabil Benabdallah for 
Se te him a liar at the June 18 press conference 
in Paris. 


The suit was presented to a Paris court on September 16 
by Lmrabet's lawyer, Jean Martin. 


Lmrabet is owner and editor of Demain Magazine and 
Douman and RSF's correspondent in Morocco. On 17 June, he 
was sentenced on appeal to three years in prison for "insulting 
the person of the king”, “undermining territorial integrity" and 
"attacking the institution of the monarchy." The journalist has 
dual French and Moroccan citizenship. 


Lmrabet had published a series of satirical articles and 
cartoons in his two publications, which have since both been 
banned. The journalist was treated at Rabat’s Avicenne Hospital 
after going on a 50-day hunger strike to protest his detention. 
He was sent back to Sal prison on August 11. 


The communications minister had said Lmrabet distributed 
"disinformation, lies and insults . . . Each issue [of his papers] 
was filled with such things and i can give you hundreds of 
examples . . . He has never behaved like a journalist." He added 
that Lmrabet "was not quite right in the head" and had a medical 
history. Lmrabet's lawyer -said the remarks were "clearly 
defamatory” and "harmed the reputation of a man who has spent 
his life informing the public at his own risk, and is now in prison 
for doing so." On July 29, RSF appealed in vain to King 
Mohammed VI to pardon Lmrabet. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Gurdian, Johannesburg) 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Anti-corruption Bill passed: The Mozambi- 
can parliament, the Assembly of the Republic, Oct 
16, unanimously passed a Bill introducing new 
anti-corruption measures. 


The Bill had passed its first reading at the last parliamentary 


- sitting in April, and in the intervening period the Assembly's legal 


affairs committee amended it in line with the April discussion. 
The changes strengthen the Bill in that they afford added 


protection to whistle-blowers. 
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The Bill specifies that nobody who denounces any act of 
corruption can be subject to any disciplinary measures at their 
workplace, or any other form of harassment. 


The bill also imposes new obligations on auditors. Whenever 
an audit reveals signs of corrupt practices, the auditors must 
inform in writing the Central Anti-Corruption Office (a body 
functioning under the Attorney-General). Failure to do so will 
lead to temporary suspension of the auditor's licence, and fines 
of up to two billion meticais (about 84,000 US dollars). 


But the amendments weaken the original Bill's attack on the 
discretionary powers of officials. The bill discussed in April said 
that, unless other laws specify a different time limit, all requests 
to a state authority must be answered within 45 days. If there is 
no answer within that time, the request is automatically deemed 
to have been granted. 


The amendments bring the time limit down to 30 days - but 
remove the whole point of the exercise by saying that if, after 
30 days, there is no reply, the request will be deemed to have 
been rejected. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


NAMIBIA 


a. Journalist gets bail: Journalist Deon 
Schlechter, who is accused of rape, was granted 
bail, Oct 17. 


Magistrate Sarel Jacobs, however, imposed a string of 
conditions. Schlechter (47) is accused of raping a woman in his 
Windhoek flat on October 9, 


Magistrate Jacobs ordered Schlechter to hand over his 
passport to the police and not to have direct or indirect contact 
with the complainant, the complainant’s wife or their children. 


He must also not go near the bar where he allegedly met 
the complainant on the night of the incident. Schlechter will have 
to report to the-Windhoek police station daily from Monday to 
- Friday. The case was postponed to January 12, 2004. 


Initially, state prosecutor John Sindano argued that bail 
should be set at N$5, 000. 


However, Schlechter'’s lawyer, Gerson Hinda, argued that 
N$5, 000 was too high. After a discussion with Hinda and 
Sindano, the Magistrate set bail at N$4, 000. 

Schiechter, an assistant editor at Die Republikein newspaper, 
had been seeking bail since Oct 13. 

However, the. Magistrate initially said he could not grant bail 
until the police had finalised their investigation and he was 
provided with a list of witnesses. 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


NIGER 


a. Editor sentenced: On October 14, Ibrahim 
Sorley, managing editor of the weekly Le Enqueteur 
was sentenced to a 12-month "suspended jail term" 
by the REY Regiona Court. 
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The court also barred Sorley from staying in the capital, 
Niamey, for three months. 


Sorley was arrested, September 13, and detained by the 
Criminal Investigation Department (CID) for more than three 
weeks. He was arraigned before court on October 7, on a charge 
of "inciting ethnic hatred and regionalism." 


Le Enqueteur had published an article which suggested that 
President Tandja Mamadou had instructed the public treasury 
to withhold all payments due to Djibo Sakon, a well known 
business contractor. 


The paper implied that the President's directives were 
influenced by complaints being made by Some businessmen in 
the East of Niger, who alleged that most public contracts were 
being awarded-to Sakon. 


CPJ protests journalist’s detention: In a letter to President 
Mamadou, CPJ expressed concern over the continued impris- 
onment of Ibrahim Souley, the publication director of the private 
weekly L e Enquteur. 


Souley is expected to face trial on October 7, on charges of 
spreading propaganda and "inciting ethnic hatred”. 


The charges stem from an article published in September in 
L’Engquteur alleging that businessmen from eastern Niger had 
complained that the government was awarding too many 
contracts to a businessman from the west. 


On September 13, police officers arrested Souley, along 
with Soumana Maga, the newspaper's founder, in the capital, 
Niamey. 


- Maga was released after several hours, during which he was 
questioned about his work at the newspaper, the journalist told 
CPJ. However, Souley was held for 48 hours at police 
headquarters before being transferred to Niamey’s Central 
Prison. 


A lawyer working for Souley’s defence told CPJ that the 
journalist could face a maximum of five years in prison. 


b. Communications Council suspends 15 
radio stations: Niger's Higher Council for Commu- 
nications (Conseil Suprieur de la Communication, 
CSC) has-withdrawn the broadcasting licences of 
15 private radio stations, saying their owners had 
failed to comply with Niger’ s laws. 


Niger's Union of Private Journalists and Reporters Sans 
Frontieres (RSF) denounced the decision and urged the stations — 
to continue broadcasting. 


The CSC said in a statement, Sept 27, that it had stopped 
the stations because their licences were granted unilaterally 
by its President Mariama Keita. It said Keita had been 
suspended for two months to pave way for investigations into 
her activities. 


"The interested parties are directed to immediately suspend 
their transmissions and to contact the CSC to ensure their 
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conformity with the regulations in force," the Council said. The 
suspensions were effective, September 25. 


RSF said it was “outraged over the decision, which is 
characteristic of a regime that seeks to suppress basic 
freedoms." 


"Just what is happening at present in Niger? A journalist has 
been jailed for the past two weeks and now radio stations are 
suspended!," RSF secretary-general Robert Minard said in a 
letter to the government. 


"The authorities must reconsider these actions and remem- 
ber their commitment to press freedom,” he said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


RWANDA 


a. Prime Minister sworn in: Rwanda’s former 
prime minister, Bernard Makuza, was sworn in, Oct 
15, after President Paul Kagame reappointed him 
to serve as the country’s first premier following 
multiparty elections. 


Makuza's appointment was made according the country’s 
new constitution, which requires that a member of the’ Hutu 
majority serve as his prime minister to ensure power sharing 
between the Hutu and the minority Tutsi. 


Prior to parliamentary elections held at the end of September, 
Makuza had been prime minister for four years. Initially, he was 
a member of the banned main opposition party, the Movement 
for a Democratic Republic. 


Upon his being sworn in, Makuza announced that he and 
Kagame would name a cabinet within the next 10 days, another 
constitutional requirement. 


He said the government would formulate a plan to encourage 
economic growth. A close ally of Kagame, Makuza was 
ambassador to Germany before his appointment as prime 
minister in 1999. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Rwanda, page 1172:a] 


SOMALIA 


a. Two British teachers shot dead in So- 
maliland: Two British nationals working for an NGO 
in the self-declared republic of Somaliland were shot 
dead, Oct 20, by unidentified gunmen. 


The two bodies were found in their home, Oct 21, said Evelyn 
Winkler, project coordinator with SOS Kinderdorf International, 
which employed them. The house was located in the same 
compound as the Sheikh secondary school where they were 
working, in a town of the same name about 70 km from the port 
of Berbera. 


An investigation into the shootings had started, said Winkler, 
which was being supported by the president of Somaliland, Dahir 
Riale Kahin. The house had been sealed and the school, which 
opened in January 2003, was closed. 
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Whether the couple was targeted, and what the motive was 
remained unclear, she said. “We cannot think of a motive right 
now. They were very well integrated into the community.” 


She said she was unaware of any threats made to the couple 
or any antagonistic behaviour towards them from the local 
community. 


The secondary school where the couple worked as school 
principal and teacher also housed about 100 pupils. 


b. Six killed in fighting near Baidoa: Up to six 
people are said to have been killed in southwestern 
Somalia in fighting between rival factions of the 
governing Rahanweyn Resistance Army (RRA). 


RRA chairman Hasan Muhammad Nur "Shatigadud", who 
leads one of the factions, said "skirmishes" broke out when his 
clan members came under attack from supporters of his rival 
Muhammad Ibrahim Habsade. 


He said the fighting had taken place on Oct 7 and Oct 8, at 
Dambal near Baidoa airport and at Dainunai on the road to 
Mogadishu, but that it died down, Oct 9. 


in September, Shatigadud reconciled with one of his rivals, 
deputy RRA chairman Shaykh Adan Madobe, but Habsade, the 
other deputy chairman, has refused to join them. 


"That is why his supporters attacked us," Shatigadud said. 
"So our people carried out a revenge attack. Five or six people 
were killed.” 


He added that the ceasefire deal with Madobe still stands, 
but that a committee set up to explain the agreement to the 
people of the region had not yet left Nairobi for Baidoa. 
Shatigadud isin the Kenyan capital attending peace talks which 
have been underway since October 2002. 


Shatigadud and his two deputies split in July 2002 as a power 
struggle tore apart the RRA, which controls much of the Bay 
and Bakol regions. Fierce fighting broke out in Baidoa and the 
town changed hands several times, creating a severe humani- 
tarian crisis. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. 6 Rhino poachers arrested: A joint South 
African and Mozambican crossborder operation 
yielded positive results over the last two weeks, with 
bs i of six rhino poachers, it was reported, 

ct 21. 


Minister of environmental affairs and tourism Mohammed 
Valli Moosa applauded the actions of the team involved in the 
operation. All six were arrested in Mozambique and clothes, 
ammunition, four rhino horns, an axe and three rifles were 
confiscated by Mozambican authorities. 


A team, which included SANParks, Corporate Investigation 
Services (CIS), Kruger National Park rangers, South African 
Police Services, Mozambican Border Police and their Conser- 
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vation officials, followed on the suspects’ tracks and tracked them 
for 30 kilometres from Kruger Park into Mozambique. 


’ Minister Moosa said such operations proved that the Great 
Limpopo Transfontier Park (GLTP) would become a sanctuary 
against poachers for Africa’s precious wildlife. 


Evidence was collected from the scenes of two poaching 
incidents and resulted in the suspects’ tracks being retraced over 
the border into Mozambique. 


The incidents occurred in a remote wilderness area in the 
central region of the Kruger Park and the CIS operators were 
able to obtain quality intelligence and evidence that led to the 
suspects across the border. 


‘Investigations into these, and other rhino poaching incidents 
in the same area over the past two years is likely to lead to more 
arrests,’ said a statement released by the ministry. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


SUDAN 


a. UN appeals for donations for IDPs: The 
United Nations Humanitarian Affairs office ap- 
pealed, Oct 7, for urgent donations to provide water, 
food, shelter and sanitation for hundreds of thou- 
sands of Sudanese who have been displaced by 
civil strife in the Greater Darfur Region or have fled 
into neighbouring Chad, despite a ceasefire agree- 
ment. 


“Urgent funding is required to provide to new IDPs (internally 
displaced persons) in North and South Darfur shelter materials, 
food aid, water supplies, sanitation, health care, education and 
agricultural inputs," the UN Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said in a statement. 


While no new figure was given in the latest appeal, OCHA 
noted that the UN High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) 
appealed for $16.6 million to aid 70,000 Sudanese refugees who 
have been living in a desperate situation on the Chad-Sudan 
border for months. 


On September 15, the UN announced a $22.8 million 
humanitarian plan, called the Greater Darfur Special Initiative, 
which would accelerate relief for the most vulnerable, OCHA 
said. 


Greater Darfur stretches along the western Sudanese border 
with Chad and part of the Centra! African Republic. 


"The number of people in the Darfur region displaced 
because of recent conflict is estimated at 300,000. In addition, 
there are up to 200,000 internally displaced persons who arrived 
in 1988, 1992 and 2001," OCHA said. 


[Background Info. Sudan, page 1148:a] 


b. Sudan agrees to take Kenya tea: The 
Sudanese government has finally accepted into its 
market thousands of tonnes of Kenyan tea which 
had n held up at Port Sudan for more than two 
months. 
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Trade and Industry minister Mukhisa Kituyi announced, Oct 
4, that Sudan had allowed the 60,000 tonnes of tea from Kenya, 
into the country, after being held at the port since July 31. 


The Sudanese government's decision to put a ban on the 
Kenyan tea was caused by failure of tea exporters to comply 
with a packaging directive for tea sold into that country. 


Sudan had directed the Kenyan exporters to package the 
tea sold there in one-kilogramme packages. They were given 
until Juiy 31 to comply with the directive, Kituyi explained. 


However, the Kenyans did not respect the deadline and 
continued to sell in bigger packages. Consequently, any tea 
exported to Sudan after the deadline could not be allowed 
beyond the port. As a result, the exports caused a backlog of 
Kenyan tea by mid-week. 


Addressing a press conference in his office, Oct 3, before 
leaving for the US, Kituyi announced that the ban was lifted, Oct 
2, allowing the tea into the country’s market. He thanked the 
Sudanese government for its responsiveness. The minister also 
said that the government has now appealed to its Sudan 
counterpart to push the deadline to February 2004. it is yet to 
get a response to the new appeal, Kituyi said. 


c. Newspaper suspended by state prosecu- 
tor: RSF has condemned the recent closure of the 
newspaper A/-Azminah and the continued harass- 
ment of the independent daily Alwan by the state 
prosecutor in charge of subversion cases. 


"We cail on the authorities to respect the presidential decree 
giving the National Press Council the responsibility to oversee 
press matters, rather than the subversion prosecutor, who 
continues to shut down newspapers,” said Robert Minard, the 
organisation's secretary-general. “The prosecutor, Mohamed 
Farid Hassan, is defying the ministry of justice,” he added. 


On September 30, Hassan suspended A/-Azminah indefi- 
nitely following a complaint against the daily by the army. The 
prosecutor has close ties to the intelligence services, whose 
authority over the press was ended by a August 12 decree that 
reaffirmed press freedom and transferred media monitoring to 
the National Press Council. The intelligence services continue 
to resist the order. 


The army accused A/-Azminah of publishing an “inaccurate” 
report saying pro-government militias had been disbanded after 
the September 25 signing of a peace agreement with rebels of 
the southern-based Sudan People’s Liberation Army. 


d. Eighteen killed in border clash over 
livestock: Eighteen people, among them four 
Kenyans, were killed when cattle rustlers from 
southern Sudan raided a border village, it was 
reported, Sept 24. 


Fourteen Toposas from Sudan were killed when they clashed 
with Turkanas who tried to foil their attempt to drive away more 
than 1,000 animals. 


Four Turkanas died in the attempt to save the 1,050 animals. 
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Water assistant minister John Munyes said the raid occurred, 
Sept 21, in his Turkana North constituency. 


"Due to the rugged terrain of the area, we got the information 
at 8 pm, Sept 22, although security officials had been sent to 
try to recover the livestock,” he said. 


An officer at the Lodwar police station confirmed the incident, 
and said his boss was meeting with Toposas and Turkana elders 
in Lokichogio to find a solution to the rustling problem. 


Meanwhile, the minister of state in the office of the 
Vice-President, Mrs Linah Kilimo, said the Kerio Valley 
Development Authority had started a 500-hectare farming 
project that would employ local youths and discourage them 
from rustling. 


e. President pardons Turabi: The Sudanese 
opposition leader, Hassan Turabi, was pardoned, 
Oct 13, after more than two years house arrest, his 
lawyer said. 


Hundreds of supporters greeted Turabi outside his home in 
the capital, hugging him and shouting, "Allahu Akbar", or "god 
is great”. 


The Sudanese President, Omar el-Bashir, pardoned Turabi, 
leader of the Popular Congress Party, and seven other political 
detainees. 


The State-run Radio Omdurman said several other political 
detainees were also released. 


Turabi, a hard-line Islamic leader, had been Speaker of 
Parliament and El-Bashir’s ally before they fell out in 1999. 
El-Bashir had accused Turabi of trying to grab power. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi and Hindu, Madras) 


UGANDA 


a. Kony rebels free 100 in Pader: THE Lord's 
Resistance Army (LRA) rebels released over 100 
captives they abducted, Oct 10, together with the 
Acholi paramount chief, Owany-Ywakamoi, Pader 
security sources said. 


The sources said the captives were handed to Rwot Oywak 
in Pader district, Oct-12. The abductions took place during an 
attack on Pajule LDU Hotel detachment in Pader. Eleven rebels 
were killed by the LDUs in the morning attack. 


The abduction of Owany had scared the people of Acholi 
because he is the traditional leader who has for the last three 
years been linking the government and the LRA rebels for peace 
talks. 


He has also been receiving captives who escape from 
rebels. 


The UPDF officer in charge of Operation Iron Fist intelligence 
in northern Uganda, Lt. Col. Charles Otema-Awany, said the 
rebels released the chief in Pajule. He said the motive of the 
release was not yet clear. 


October 8—21, 2003 


it has been the first time in many years that the LRA rebels 
have abducted an Acholi traditional chief, especially the one who 
has been linking them to the Government in attempts to have 
peace negotiations to end the war. 


Attempts to contact the Rwot were futile. Caritas, a Catholic 
NGO in Pajule, said it was trying to establish the number of 
freed captives and take them to its reception centre. 


In November 2002, the LRA’s former second in command, 
Vincent Otti, freed 100 captives from Atiak in Kilak County. 


More rebels killed: Two more field commanders of the 
Lord's Resistance Army rebels were shot dead by UPDF soldiers 
in Pader district after they attacked Pajule Local Defence Unit, 
Oct 10. 


Lt. Col. Charles Otema-Awany, the overall UPDF intelligence 
officer manning ‘Operation Iron Fist in the north, identified the 
two LRA commanders as D. K. Lalero and Okot. 


He said that brought to four the number of Kony field 
commanders killed by the Hotel Battalion commanded by Capt. 
John Rubwama. The army spokesman based in the north, Lt. 
Paddy Ankunda, was not available for comment. 


The army flew journalists to the scene where the LRA 
commanders and nine of their fighters were shot dead. Capt. 
Rubwama said, Oct 10, that rebels killed four women at the LDU 
detachment, and injured seven LDU members. 


The intelligence officer of the UPDF- 5th Division, Capt: 
Richard Okot, said the rebels reportedly commanded by Raska 
Lukwiya, were part of Vincent Otti’s group that emerged from 
Latanya Hills. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
{Background Info. Uganda, page 1175:a] 


ZAMBIA 


a. Former Access Finance Services chief 
executive arrested: Former Access Finance Serv- 
ices chief executive Aaron Chungu was arrested, 
Oct 2, and charged with 50 counts of theft involving 
US$29 million between 1996 and 2001. 


Police sources in Lusaka, Oct 2, confirmed the arrest of 
Chungu who was interrogated at Woodlands police station by 
officers from the Task Force on economic plunder. 


"He was charged with the theft of $29 million broken into 50 
counts committed between 1996 and 2001 while serving as 
Access chief executive,” a source said. 


Chungu was later released on police bond of K100 million 
and two working sureties and is expected to appear in court 
soon. 


Shansonga, Kabwe re-arrested: The Task Force on 
economic plunder has re-arrested former Zambia ambassador 
to the United States Attan Shansonga and former Access 
Finance director -Faustin Kabwe and charged them with 85 
counts of theft of public funds. 
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Sources at Woodlands police station in Lusaka said Shan- 
songa and Kabwe were, Sept 30, taken to the station by the 
task force where they were questioned for several hours and 
later arrested. 


Shansonga was initially arrested in July, 2002, on arrival from 
the US but was discharged later only to be re-arrested with his 
co-accused outside the court. 


Magistrate Mwamba Chanda discharged them for receiving 
$5,848,000.allegedly stolen from public coffers. But freedom was 
shortlived as the Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) re-arrested 
them. 


They were again released after the State asked to have them 
discharged to give a chance for the re-alignment of their 
indictments. 


. And former Northern Province minister Daniel Kapapa, Sept 
30, pleaded not guilty before a Kasama magistrates court for 
alleged abuse of office. 


(SOURCE: Times of Zambia, Lusaka) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Zesa clinches new power deal: Power utility, 
the Zimbabwe Electricity Supply Authority (Zesa), 
said it has tied up a fresh arrangement with SNEL 
of the Democratic Republic of Congo to increase 
supply from that country by about 67 per cent, 
payable in local currency, it was reported, Sept 25. 


The increase in supply from the DRC from 150 megawatts 
to 250 megawatts is expected to bring relief to the local 
industry, which had scaled down production as well as investing 
millions of. dollars in generators due to the effects of 
load-shedding. 


A spokesperson for Zesa, which is being unbundled into 
several operational units, could not state how much the parastatal 
would spend in sourcing the additional 100 megawats. 


"We are taking all steps necessary to bring the power 
shortages under control. We have recently concluded an 
agreement with SNL of DRC... Power will be accessed once the 
line between Zambia and Congo has been upgraded. 


"We are working with SNEL on the reinforcement, which we 
hope to complete within 12 weeks. 


We are also hopeful that the foreign currency market will 
respond positively to measures being taken by government 
and this will allow us to get emergency support from our 
neighbours. 


"With extra foreign currency resources, we also hope the fuel 
shortages will be reduced and hence more output should be 
possible from our own thermal power stations," said the Zesa 
spokesperson. 


b. 11 injured in explosion: An explosion ripped 
through a supermarket in the city centre, Sept 25, 
injuring 11 people, six of them seriously and 
destroying property worth millions of dollars. 
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The fire broke out after three gas tanks exploded at a 
Food World supermarket along Robert Mugabe Road at 
around 4pm. Fire engines and ambulances rushed to the 
scene, which police cordoned off as thousands of people 
rushed to the spot. 


The injured included shoppers and workers who were inside 
the shop and others in adjacent shops. 


The explosions, which shattered windows of other shops at 
least 70 metres away from the supermarket, occurred in the 
supermarket’'s kitchen while workers were allegedly transferring 
gas from one tank to another. 


Fire fighters from the Harare fire brigade swiftly extinguished 
the fire. 


They evacuated employees and customers through a 
balcony door on the shop's first floor. 


“We just heard three explosions coming from the shop and 
saw a big orange flame," said an employee at Harrisons Family 
Store, which had two of its front windows shattered by the impact 
of the explosions. 


The three huge gas cylinders ripped open and shattered 
kitchen walls behind the building as they tumbled to the ground. 


c. More scribes charged: Police, Oct 14, 
charged four more journalists from The Daily News 
a practising without accreditation as required by 
aw. 


Bulawayo-based Daily News journalists Chris Gande, Oscar 
Nkala, Soul Gwakuba Ndlovu and Grey Chitika are the latest to 
be charged under the Access to Information and Protection and 
Privacy Act. 


The four join a batch of 16 other journalists from The Daily 
News and Daily News on Sunday who were charged for the 
same offence after ANZ, which publishes the two sister papers, 
was closed for operating a media business illegally. 


ANZ director of corporate affairs Miss Gugulethu Moyo 
confirmed the arrest of the four. 


“They have been charged for violating section 80(1) (3) 
for practising journalism without accreditation,” said Miss 
Gugu-lethu. The police, she said, would proceed by way of 
summons. 


Journalists are required to be accredited with the Media and 
Information Commission while media houses are also required 
to be registered with the commission. 


Five ANZ directors have been charged under the same Act 
for operating a media house illegally. 


The newspaper group refused to register with MIC as required 
by the law and went to court to challenge the constitutionality of 
registering with the commission at the Supreme Court. 

(SOURCE: Independent, Harare) 
[Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 1175:b] 
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ANALYSIS ra A 


The scourge of the ‘ritual cleanser’ 


he women of this Kenyan village call Francise Akacha 
"the terrorist." His breath. fumes with the local 


alcoholic brew. Greasy food droppings hang off his- 


mustache and stain his oily pants and torn shirt. 
He's always the first one in line for the village feast, tucking 


into a buffet carefully prepard by the women of the village like 


he's diving into the ocean, no restraint. He's too skinny and has, 
the women point out, terrirble taste in clothes. 


But -for all of his undesirable traits, Akacha has a surprisingly 
desirable job: He's paid to have sexual relations with the widows 
and unmarried women of village. 


He's known as "the cleanser," one of hundreds of thousands 
of men in rural villages across Africa who sieep with women after 
the husbands die to dispel what villagers believe are evil spirits. 


‘As tradition holds, they must sleep with the cleanser to be 
allowed to attend their husbands’ funerals or be inherited by 
their husbands’ brother or relative, another controversial 
custom that aid workers ` said is causing the spread of 
HIV-AIDS. : 


Unmarried women who lose a parent or child must also 
sleep with the ritual cleanser. 


The custom has always been unpopular among women. But 
amid an AIDS pandemic, which has led to the deaths of 19.6 
million people in sub-Saharan Africa, it has become more than 
just a painful ritual. 


Cleansers are now spreading HIV at explosive rates in 
such villages as Gangre, where one in every three people is 
infected. 


Areas still practicing the tradition have the highest infection 
rates, and health workers say the custom must be stopped. it’s 
a striking example of how HIV-AIDS is forcing Africans to 
question and change traditions. 


"We don't want it and we won't accept it anymore," chanted 
Margaret Auma Odhiambo, as women ululated in agreement in 
her village, a lush rural farming community about a nine hour 
drive northwest of the capital, Nairobi. "! refused it once and I 
will keep refusing it ." 


Twently years ago, women—even when they formed social 
clubs that frequently started projects to sell goods-often could 


not question customs like cleansing, for fear of being beaten or 
having their property stolen. 


But as HIV-AIDS started killing husbands in greater numbers, 
these women’s group, which were mainly social alliances and a 
way to make extra money, began to turn into powerful and 
political widows’ groups. 


As their husbands perished, the widows were largely left 
to make money for the village and help care for the swelling 
number of orphans left without food or financial support. In’ 
Odhiambo’s village, the women said 30 per cent of them were 
telling the cleanser to go away. 


A cleanser is typically the village drunkard or someone 
considered not very bright. 


The job is seen as low class but essential, and is paid in 
cows, crops and cash. Village elders say the custom must be 
carried out or the entire community will be cursed with bad 
crops. l 


"Condoms are never used; they say it has to be skin-to-skin 
to work," noted Janet Walsh, deputy director of Human Rights 
Watch, which released a report on the issue in March. “It's a 
custom that must be stopped," 


In Africa, women are six times as likely to contract HIV 
as men, mostly because of rape and customs like cleansing, 
in which one man can spread the disease to hundreds of 
women. 


Cleansers can be found in some rural parts of Uganda and 
Tanzania as well as Congo, where traditional religions exist 
next to fluid versions of Christianity and islam. 


They are also a staple in Angola and in villages across West 
Africa, specifically in Ghana, Senegal, Ivory Coast and Nigeria, 
according to African aid workers who have been trying to talk 
to people in these countries about the HIV risk that cleansers 
present. The tradition dates back centuries and is rooted in a 
belief that a woman is haunted by spirits after her husband dies. 


She is also thought to be unholy and -"disturbed" if she is 
unmarried and abstains from sex. She must be cleansed, 
therefore, to attend funerals or remarry. 


—Emily Wax in Washington Post, reproduced in Deccan Herald, 
Bangalore, Aug 24, 2003 
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ALGERIA 


a. Joint venture to export liquefied gas to UK: 
Energy giant BP has formed a joint venture with 
Algeria’s state oil company, Sonatrach, to export 
500-million cubic feet of liquefied natural gas a day 
to the UK, the company said in a media release, 
Oct 31. 

Energy delivery firm National Grid Transco (NGT) has signed 
a 20-year contract for the sale of the initial capacity at the Grain 
LNG importation terminal with the new BP/Sonatrach venture. 


Grain LNG, a subsidiary of NGT, will own and operate the 
terminal, which is scheduled for commissioning at the beginning 
of 2005, with commercial operations expected to commence 
shortly afterwards. 


This first contract for the use of Grain LNG’s capacity 
represents about 5% of Britain’s gas demand. 


it will be the first of the new LNG import terminals, constructed 
to contribute flexibility to Britain's growing dependence on a 
diversity of gas import schemes. 


The contract will enable BP/Sonatrach to import 3.3million 
tons of LNG annually through the terminal over the next two 
decades. This equates to an additional 12million cubic metres 
of gas entering the national transmission system every day. 


Sonatrach is the second largest LNG producer in the world 
and the third largest exporter of natural gas with a turnover above 
US20bn. 


(SOURCE: Le Matin, Algiers) 


BENIN 


a. Agreement signed with Mozambique: 
Mozambique and Benin are set to strengthen their 
cooperation ties in the areas of science and culture, 
under an agreement signed in Maputo, Oct 22. 


The document was signed by Mozambican Foreign Minister, 
Leonardo Simao, and by his Benin counterpart, Rogatien Biaou, 
who was in Mozambique on a working visit. Biaou told reporters 
that he came to Mozambique for political and diplomatic 
consultations, taking into account that Mozambique is the current 
chief of the African Union (AU). 


Biaou added that henceforth that there will be regular 
meetings of the joint commissions between the two countries, 
the first of which is to take place in Benin, on a date yet to be 
fixed. He said that his country learnt valuabie lessons during the 
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consultative meeting between African and Nordic countries that 
took place earlier in the northern Mozambican city of Pemba. 


Commenting on the diplomatic gains his country hopes for 
from this visit, Biaou said that since Benin has been elected as 
a member of the United Nations Security Council for the year 
2004, it will make use of the Mozambican experience in dealing 
with issues concerning the African continent. 


Biaou said his country admired the Mozambican capacity to 
mobilise foreign investment, and he hoped Benin could learn 
lessons from this. l 


For his part, Simao said that Mozambique is open to 


cooperation with Benin in all areas, although the agreements 


signed, Oct 22, concern mainly the areas of science and culture. 
(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


BURKINA FASO 


a. Human rights activists visit alleged coup 
plotters: Activists from Burkina Faso’s main human 
rights movement have been allowed to visit and talk 
to the 16 people detained for allegedly plotting a 
violent coup against President Blaise Compaore in 
October. 


The Burkina Faso Human and People's Rights Movement 
(MBDHP) said after the visit, that the detainees were being held 
in "acceptable" conditions. Halidou Ouedraogo, MBDHP presi- 
dent, said the activists were able to talk to the detainees 
individually for two hours. 


"We found their detention conditions acceptable. They each 
have a clean, individual living room and toilet,” Ouedraogo said, 
Nov 3. 


One of the detainees, Lt. Phillipe Minoungou, had been 
admitted at the gendarmerie hospital where he was being treated 
for an undisclosed illness. The 50 year-old retired soldier is 
known to have prostrate cancer. 


Quedraogo however said the detainees complained about 
the quality of the food and had not been able to see their families 
since their arrest in October. “Detention has a psychological 
effect. That is why we are asking for more efforts so that these 
persons are tried quickly,” he said. 


Opposition leader arrested over coup plot: The govern- 
ment has arrested Norbert Tiendrebeogo, leader of the opposi- 
tion Social Forces Front (FFS) party, in connection with an 
alleged coup piot. 
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FFS deputy leader Brice Yogo.said that Tiendrebeogo was 
summoned to the police headquarters for questioning, Oct 20, 
and was subsequently detained. 


He was the 16th person to be arrested in connection with 
the alleged plot to overthrow President Blaise Campaore, and 
the first civilian leader. Campaore has ruled the country since 
1987. Tiendrebeogo’s FFS was founded by people close to the 
late President Thomas Sankara, who was killed in the coup that 
brought Campaore to power. 


Earlier, 15 military personnel were arrested in connection 
with the alleged coup plot, one of whom subsequently died in 
custody. State prosecutor Abdoulaye Barry said Sargent Moussa 
Kabore, who was born in neighbouring ivory Coast, hanged 
himself in his cell on October 8. 


Barry said that the coup plot was backed by a neighbouring 
country, which he refused to name, which had provided the 
conspirators with cash and had promised to deliver them 
Weapons. He said the alleged mastermind of the plot, Captain 
Wally Luther Diapagri, had held meetings with “key officials in 
Ivory Coast and Togo in September. 


There is no love lost between the governments of Ivory 
Coast and Burkina Faso. Ivorian President Laurent Gbagbo has 
repeatedly accused Campaore of supporting rebels who have 
occupied the northern half of Ivory Coast for the past 13 months. 


Yogo said Tiendrebeogo was friendly with Captain Bayoulou 
Balibie, one of the alleged coup plotters who was arrested earlier, 
but he stressed that the FFS was committed to the democratic 
process. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
{Background Info. Burkina Faso, page 1177:a] 


BURUNDI 


a. Opposition leader Charles Mukasi re- 
leased: Burundian politician Charles Mukasi, leader 
of an extremist faction of the main pro-Tutsi Union 
pour le Progres National (UPRONA) political party, 
has been released, Radio Burundi reported, Oct 24. 


Presidential police officers arrested Mukasi on October 17, 
in connection with his opposition to the current transitional 
government in the country. 


Mukasi's faction is opposed to the accord for peace and 
reconciliation, signed in 2000 by 19 Burundian parties in Arusha, 
Tanzania. He was arrested a day after he was placed under 
house arrest. Before his arrest, he had said that he had received 
a warrant from the presidential police, accusing him of “sedition 
and refusal to appear before the court”. 


Mukasi’s lawyer, Gabriel Sinarinzi, and a human rights 
organisation, Ligue Sonera, had termed the arrest illegal and 
denounced as inhuman the conditions under which Mukasi was 
being held. 
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Mukasi has been arrested several times in connection with 


_ his opposition to the transitional government. 


b. Four arrested for death of WHO official: 
Burundi police arrested four more people, Oct 24, 
suspected of killing of the World Health Organiza- 
tion representative in the country, Dr Kassi Manian. 


The suspects are the deputy administrator of the immigration 
police, Gerard Ntunzwenayo; an official at the government 
intelligent services, Jaffet Nahimana; commander of the national 
police, Emile Manisha; and commander of the traffic police, 
Sylvestre Manirakiza. They were taken immediately to the public 
prosecutor for questioning. 


Manian, an Ivorian doctor, was killed on November 19, 2001. 
Fishermen found his body on the northeastern shores of Lake 
Tanganyika the following day close to a restaurant in Bujumbura, 
the capital. 


He had left home the day he was killed for a morning jog. 
Immediately after his body was discovered, six persons were 
arrested, among them his assistant Gertrude Nyamoya, and his 
house and office guards. Manlan, a specialist in hepato-gas- 
troenterology, assumed his position in Burundi in 2001. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


CAMEROON 


a. National carrier grounded, top officials 
dismissed: The managing director of Cameroon’s 
national airline, Cameroon Airlines, which is com- 
monly known as Cam Air, was sacked, Nov 3, 
following the unexplained cancellation of all flights 
which left thousands of passengers stranded in 
cities across West Africa. 


The removal of Yves Michel Fotso, and the company’s 
president Etienne Ntsama, was announced in a communique 
from the minister of transport, John Begheni Ndeh, Nov 3. 


They have been replaced by two former cabinet ministers, 
Thomas Dakayi Kamga and Edouard Akame Mfoumou, the 
minister told a news conference in the capital, Yaounde. 


Cam Air cancelled all internal and international flights without 
warning, Nov 1. Thousands of passengers were stranded in 
airports across Cameroon as well as other West African cities 
served by Cam Air including N'djamena, Brazzaville and 
Kinshasa. 


The company offered no explanation for the cessation of 
services, no compensation to stranded passengers and no 
advice as to when the flights might recommence. 


For years Cameroon Airlines has suffered from repeated 
economic crises which have grounded its fleet on a number 
of occasions. The latest collapse is thought to have been 
caused by a lack of funds to pay insurance premiums and staff 
salaries. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
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CONGO (DR) 


a. Women assaulted in eastern Congo: 
Thousands of women and girls between the ages 
of 5 and 80 in the eastern area.of the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo have been tortured and 
raped and many are nursing bullet wounds, the 
United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) 
said, Nov 4. 


At a briefing in Geneva, WFP spokesperson Christiane 
Berthiaume said the agency believed that these incidents were 
just the tip of the iceberg. 


On a website set up by the UN Fund for Women (UNIFEM), 
the occurrence of rape in conflict is shown to take place in every 
war, but the DRC is singled out. 


“In many war situations, violence against women has reached 
incomprehensible levels of brutality and cruelty. In the Demo- 
cratic Republic of the Congo, where hundreds of thousands of 
women are thought to have been raped since 1998, sexual 
mutilation and even cannibalism were reported in 2003, with 
armed groups particularly targeting Pygmy women for cannibal- 
ism and genocide," according to a UNIFEM fact-sheet. UNIFEM 
said impunity for war crimes that target women because of their 
gender must end and wartime rapists must be tried and punished. 

(See also Analysis, page 1199) 


Between 2,000 and 4,000 Congolese were on the run in the 
eastern region, after fighting broke out, Oct 31, between a 
Congolese Mayi-Mayi militia and a Rwandan rebel group in:South 
Kivu province, the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA) said. 


"Humanitarian agencies are reportedly overwhelmed by the 
sudden influx and concerted efforts are underway to respond to 
IDP (internally displaced persons) needs," OCHA said in a news 
release. The new displacement was occurring shortly after a joint 
team, drawn from UN humanitarian agencies, had visited South 
Kivu on an assessment mission, OCHA said. 


In a regional population of about 375,000, IDPs numbered 
76,500, while 49,500 other people had just returned from five to 
seven years in exile, OCHA said. 

b. Journalist beaten up on justice minister’s 
orders: On October 29, Symplice Kalunga wa 
Kalunga, a journalist and host of the political affairs 
programme "Nouvelle donne", on the private televi- 
sion network Channel Media Broadcasting (CMB), 
was arrested at the network’s headquarters. 


He was taken in for questioning by police detectives, who 
were accompanied by armed members of the national police. 

The journalist was assaulted at the time of arrest, forced into 
a vehicle and handcuffed while being taken to the Kin- 
shasa/Gombe public prosecutor's office. 

Kalunga was then interrogated about a programme broadcast 
on October 23, during which he spoke with Kudura Kasongo, 
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president of the Front for Social Integration (Front pour 
lintgration Sociale, FIS), a political party. 

Kasongo evaluated the government's first 100 days in power, 
covering a full range of issues, including the justice system. 
Kalunga’s interrogators pressed him about whether he acknow- 
ledged insulting justice minister Kisimba Ngoy during the 
programme. The journalist did not admit to this. 


The journalist was kept in custody and finally released at 
6:00 p.m. after Kasongo turned himself in, saying he took full 
responsibility for his remarks. 

c. NGOs, public authorities denounce killings 
of suspected ‘sorcerers’: Human rights NGOs and 
public authorities in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo have denounced the continued practice of 
killing people suspected of sorcery in various 
regions of the country. 


“Most often, when a family has lost a loved one, a delegation 
is formed to consult with a fetishist, in an effort to determine the 
name of the alleged evil-doer, that is, who is responsible for the 
death," Jean-Marie Ibara, a representative of the Observatoire 
Congolais des Droits de (Homme (OCDH - Congolese Human 
Rights Observatory) based in Owando, in the north-central 
department of Cuvette, said, Oct 24. "Once identified, the 
unfortunate individual is left to the mercy of the public, often 
ending in death." 


Ibara said that the victims were most often elderly people, 
or sometimes youths who had achieved some level of success 
and were, therefore, envied by others. 


"We can no longer even count the number of families who 
have been forced to flee because of this phenomenon,” he 
added. "For several years now, we have been denouncing these 
acts of another age that constitute grave violations of human 
rights," Alain Oyandzi, head of the OCDH office in Ouesso, in 
the northern department of Sangha, said. 


"However, the authorities have not been able to find the 
means for preventing youths, for the most part, of freely taking 
the lives of others." 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


EGYPT 


a. Mystery behind mummies unravelled: A 
German research team has unravelled the mystery 
of how the ancient Egyptians mummified their dead, 
using sophisticated tools to trace the preservative 
to an extract of the cedar tree. 


Chemists from Tuebingen University and the Munich-based 
Doerner-Institute replicated an ancient treatment of cedar wood 
and found it contained a preservative chemical called guaiacol. 


"Modern science has finally found the secret of why some 
mummies can last for thousands of years,” Ulrich Weser of 
Tuebingen University said, Oct 22. 
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The team then tested the chemicals found in the cedar 
derivative of fresh pig ribs. They found it had an extremely high 
anti-bacterial effect without damaging body tissue. 


The findings, published in the science journal Nature, will 
surprise Egyptologists who had thought the embaiming oil was 
extracted from juniper rather than cedar. The team also tested 
juniper extracts, but found they did not contain the guaiacol 
preservatives. Weser said that, despite ancient mentions of 
"cedar-juice", scholars believed juniper to be the source because 
of similar Greek names and some mummies being found 
clutching juniper berries. 


Grave robberies forced the ancient Egyptians, who mummi- 
fied their dead in the hope they would live eternaily, to bury 
deceased leaders deeper. Decomposition was much quicker, 
meaning they had to find a preservative as well as salting the 
bodies. The team extracted the cedar oil using a method 
mentioned in a work by Pliny the Elder, a Roman encyclopaedist 
who wrote of an embalming ointment called “cedrium”. 


Although there are no contemporary descriptions of how the 
tar was made, modern Egyptologists had overlooked Pliny’s 
account as he was writing centuries later. 


The team found their cedar wood tar did contain the key 
preservative guaiacol. "We could demonstrate the accuracy of 
Pliny’s writing with 21st century science,” Weser said. 


(SOURCE: Telegraph, Calcutta) 


ERITREA 


a. UN investigating alleged border clash: The 
United Nations said, Nov 4, it was investigating an 
alleged clash between armed Ethiopians and 
Eritrean militia along their contested border. 


One Eritrean militiaman was killed in the skirmish, which took 
place, Nov 1, according to claims being looked into by the UN 
peacekeeping mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE). 


Major General Robert Gordon, commander of the force, said 
they had "forensic evidence that a firing incident did take place" 
in the demilitarized Temporary Security Zone (TSZ) that 
separates both countries. "UNMEE deeply deplores any such 
activity in the TSZ which has the potential of destabilizing the 
peace process," the force commander added. 


The UN peacekeepers said the local Eritrean militia com- 
mander claimed armed Ethiopians in military uniforms attacked 
his men. The UN was told that two Eritrean militiamen on patrol 
duty came under "close range small arms fire" from a group of 
uniformed men numbering between three and five. 

"In an exchange of fire.one Eritrean militiaman was 
apparently killed," said the statement from the peacekeeping 
force, issued, Nov 4. "UNMEE is trying to establish the details 
and an investigation team has visited the location". 

(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 
[Background Info. Eritrea, page 1179:a] 
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GUINEA BISSAU 


a. Schools reopen as World Bank pays 
teachers: Government schools in Guinea Bissau 
reopened, Oct 29, after the World Bank agreed to 
provide an exceptional US $2.5 million loan to pay 
teacher's 10 month salary arrears. 


The school system of this former Portuguese colony in West 
Africa has been paralysed for most of the past two years by a 
series of teachers’ strikes. Like other civil servants, teachers 
were seldom paid by the government of former President Kumba 
Yala who was deposed in a bloodless coup in September. 


Prime Minister Artur Sanha, who is leading a broad-based 
civilian government charged with organising fresh elections, 
presided over a ceremony at Kwame Nkrumah high school in 
the capital Bissau to declare the formal start of a new academic 
year. Sanha did not say when exactly teachers would be paid 
their salary arrears, but he begged them to be understanding of 
the government's difficult position and show patience. 


Although the government declared that all schools in the 
poor country of 1.3 million people have now reopened, it has 
not yet set a date for the resumption of normai classes. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


IVORY COAST 


_ a. French journalist shot dead by police- 
man: Jean Helene, the correspondent of Radio 
France Internationale (RFI) in Ivory Coast, was shot 
dead by a policeman, Oct 21, while he was.waiting 
outside police headquarters in Abidjan to interview 
11 political detainees who were about to be 
released, a French embassy spokesman said. 


The spokesman quoted eyewitnesses as saying that Helene, 
48, was sitting in his car and talking on his mobile phone when 
the policeman approached him. The French journalist got out of 
the car and the policeman rammed the butt of his automatic rifle 
into the man’s stomach before shooting him in the back of the 
head, he added. 


Ivorian President Laurent Gbagbo, internal security minister 
Martin Bleou and the French ambassador Gildas Le-Lidec 
immediately went to the scene. Bleou said later that a police 
sargent had been arrested in connection with the killing and a 
full investigation was under way. "We are determined to take all 
the measures which the circumstances of this affair demand," 
he added. 


French President Jacques Chirac, who began a four-day 
visit to Niger and Mali, Oct 22, deplored the killing and 
demanded that the Ivorian authorities "shed all possible light 
on this murder." 


The press freedom watchdog Reporters Sans Frontieres 
(RSF), which criticised the recent erosion of press freedom in 
ivory Coast recently, condemned the killing and demanded a full 
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inquiry. RSF secretary general Robert Menard said: “Exemplary 
punishment must be meted out to those responsible for the 
murder of the journalist." 


UN envoy condemns killing of radio journalist: The top 
United Nations envoy, Oct 23, condemned the killing of a radio 
journalist who was murdered, Oct 21, while on assignment in 
the city of Abidjan. 


The special representative of Secretary-General Kofi Annan 
for Ivory Coast, Albert Tevoedjre, from nearby Benin, said the 
reporter, Jean Helene's death is "a disturbing statement on the 
state of security and basic human freedoms” in the west African 
country. 


Tevoedjre called on the vory Coast government to investigate 
the death of Helene, who worked for Radio France Internation- 
ale, and prosecute those responsible. 


He said it was important not only to ensure the safety of 
journalists as they went about their daily lives, but to protect 
freedom of expression as well. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Ivory Coast, page 1180:a] 


KENYA 


a. Former MP held for murder: Former Wajir 
West MP Adan Keynan is among four people 
arrested, Oct 28, by police in connection with the 
murder of a Somali legislator. 


Keynan, an Eastleigh businessman and two others, were 
arrested in the city centre by police investigating the murder of 
Somali legislator Ibrahim Ali Abdulle. 


Abdulle was executed by what police described as a 
marksman and his body dumped in Ngong's Ololua Forest, Oct 
18. Keynan was briefly held at the Central Police Station before 
being transferred to Kilimani Police Station and later to an 
unknown station. 


The Rift Valley Provincial police officer, Joseph Kitonyi, 
confirmed the arrests and Said investigations were going on. 


"The two people arrested are the prime suspects in the 
murder and we believe that we have made a major PERAN RAN 
in the case,” said Kitonyi. 


Police said the victims seemed to have been shot at point 
blank range as they knelt, possibly begging the executioner to 
spare their lives. 


The trio, detectives believe, were shot somewhere else and 
their bodies dumped by the roadside near the Institute of Primate 
Research. Their bodies were later discovered in Ngong’s Ololua 
forest by villagers going to church. 

b. Journalist Boniface Oswald Kaona dead: 
Boniface Oswald Kaona, known to his contempo- 
raries as “Bonny”, died at the Nairobi Hospital, Oct 
21, after an illness. 
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He was born in 1946 and was married to Florence Kaona 
with whom they had three children, Yussuf, Martin, currently at 
the Kenyatta University and Catherine Kaona. Kaona worked for 
East African Standard for over 20 years and established himself 
as a prolific court reporter. 


Group managing director of the Standard Group, Tom 
Mshindi, sent a message of condolence to Kaona’s family on 
behalf of the management and staff. He described Kaona as a 
long serving, dedicated journalist whose services will be greatly 
missed. 


Among the leading court cases he distinguished himself in 
were the legal battle over the burial place of a leading Kenyan 
criminal lawyer, S M Otieno. 


The case pitted the widow, Wambui Otieno and the Umira 
Kager clan from Siaya district where her husband came from. 
Kaona also covered the tribunal that was set up to investigate 
tribal clashes, which rocked the country prior to the 1992 and 
1997 multi-party elections. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


LIBERIA 


a. US Congress okays $2m for capture of 
Taylor: The United States Congress has authorised 
President George Bush to spend $2 million public 
funds to "capture" former Liberian President, Char- 
les Taylor, currently living in exile in Calabar, 
Nigeria. 

The money, according to London Observer, was attached 
to the Bill approving President Bush's plan to spend the amount 
to rebuild and secure iraq and Afghanistan. 


The report came on a day a US military helicopter was 
downed outside the flashpoint town of Fallujah in Iraq, claiming 
the lives of 15 US soldiers. 


The unexpected $2 million bounty is raising fears that 
mercenaries may take up the challenge to kidnap Taylor. 


The United Nations tribunal currently trying Sierra Leoneans 
on war crimes had indicted Taylor for providing arms and financial 
support to the rebel Revolutionary United Front (RUF) of Sierra 
Leone. 


Nigeria’s President Olusegun Obasanjo has warned that he 
does not intend to be intimidated by the international community 
into giving up Taylor to the tribunal. 

b. Bryant lifts ban on Star Radio: The chairman 
(president) of Liberia’s transitional government, 
Gyude Bryant, said, Nov 3, he had lifted a ban on 
Star Radio, a widely admired independent radio 
station which was closed down by former President 
Charles Taylor more than three years ago. 


Bryant announced the move as he launched a "Back to 
school” campaign aimed at giving every child in Liberia free 
and compulsory primary education. 
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Star Radio, which is owned by the Swiss-based Hirondelle 
Foundation, was closed down by Taylor on March 15, 2000 for 
broadcasting what he called "hate messages against the Liberian 
government". 


Prior to the closure of its FM station in the capital Monrovia, 
Star Radio had been banned from broadcasting on short wave 
to the whole of Liberia. 


. Star Radio was established in 1997 to provide a voice for all 
Liberians and for pro-democracy institutions in the run-up to 
elections that brought Taylor to power at the half-way point in 
Liberia’s 14-year civil war. 


The conflict finally came to an end in August 2003, after 
Taylor was forced to step down and go into exile in Nigeria. 


Bryant said: "I do hereby today lift the ban on Star Radio. 
We further direct that Star Radio is now at liberty to liaise with 
appropriate agencies of government to satisfy requirements in 
relations to its frequency and the renewal of its broadcasting 
rights." 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


LIBYA 


a. 99 Ghanaians deported from Libya: Ninety- 
nine Ghanaians arrived at the Kotoka International 
Airport in Accra, Oct 25, following their deportation 
from Libya for illegally entering that country. 


The deportees were rounded-up in several locations in Libya, 
having entered the country by way of the Sahara Desert. 


After going through immigration formalities, they underwent 
a screening exercise by officials of the National Disaster 
Management Organisation (NADMO) who provided funds for 
those who did not have money to transport them to their 
destinations. 


Fifty of them, however, found their own way home. 
(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


MALAWI 


a. Journalists beaten up: Officers of the 
Malawi police service beat up six journalists for 
attempting to take pictures of a scuffle between the 
police and a motorist at the road-block at Zalewa, 
Oct 18. 


The journalists were retuning from a field visit organised by 
the Technical, Entrepreneurial, Vocational Education and Train- 
ing Authority (TEVETA) when they came upon the incident. 


Raphael Mwenenguwe, a journalist and specialist with 
TEVETA, told the Malawi Chapter of the Media Institute of 
Southern Africa (MISA Malawi) that the journalists found the 
police struggling with a motorist who refused to surrender his 
bags of charcoal to forestry officials at the road block. He said 
the man opted to turn over his bags accusing the police of 
applying double standards in enforcing forestry laws. 
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Mwenenguwe said the police allowed the journalists to take 
pictures of the incident until their officer-in-charge arrived on 
the scene and grabbed George Ntonya, a senior reporter with 
The Nation newspaper, by the neck and dragged him around. 

(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


MAURITANIA 


a. Police raid opposition candidate’s home: 
Opposition supporters have reacted angrily to a 
police raid on the home of the leading opposition 
candidate in the presidential election. 

Police raided the house of Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidallah, 
Nov 3, reportedly acting on a tip-off that weapons were being 
stored there and that Ould Haidallah and his supporters were 
planning to sabotage the voting, Nov 7. 


But sources at the scene said a seven-hour police search 
of the house turned up nothing. "They just want to create trouble," 
Professor Ely Ould Sneiba, Haidallah’s spokesman, said. 


"It is provoking us. We think it is irresponsible and 
undemocratic.” Ould Sneiba urged the Mauritanian authorities 
to let the democratic game play itself out. 


The police raid was the first major incident in a two-week 
campaign which ends at midnight, Nov 5. 


There have, however, been incidents of stone-throwing by 
supporters of President Maaouiya Ould Taya’s Democratic and 
Social Republican Party (PRDS). Ould Taya himself has received 
more television and radio coverage during the campaign. 


The election campaign comes against a difficult background 
for the incumbent. Ould Taya saw off a coup attempt in June. 
The government subsequently rounded up a number of Muslim 
clerics, who it said had lent support to the putschists. Dozens 
of people arrested at the time are still awaiting trial. 


Ould Haidallah, 72, is a former army colonel, who was 
president from 1980 until 1984. He is now seeking to replace 
through the ballot box the man who overthrew him in a mititary 
coup 19 years ago. So far he has emerged as the strongest 
opposition candidate. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
MOROCCO 


a. Imprisoned editor Ali Lmrabet threatened 
in his cetl: During a court appearance in Rabat on 
October 22, jailed newspaper editor Ali Lmrabet 
said two men visited him in his cell, Oct 21, and 
threatened him for trafficking hashish inside the 
prison. 

Lmrabet is serving a three-year sentence for "insulting the 
person of the king”. 


Addressing the journalists in the courtroom, including many 
correspondents from the Spanish press, Lmrabet said his two 
visitors warned him that if he continued writing articles for the 
foreign media, they would hide large amounts of hashish among 
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his belongings while he was outside his cell. Since being 
imprisoned on May 13, Lmrabet has had several articles 
published in foreign publications, including the French daily Le 
Monde and Courrier International magazine. 


His October 22 court appearance was unrelated to the case 
for which he is in jail. It stems from a charge in 2001 that he 
published "false information disturbing or likely to disturb the 
peace” in his now banned weekly Demain Magazine. 


He was convicted and sentenced on November 21, 2001 to 
four months in prison and a fine of 30,000 dirhams (approx 
US$3,260; 2,760 euros), but the Rabat prosecutor's office 
immediately appealed. 


The appeal was to have been heard on October 22, but was 
postponed at the request of Lmrabet’s lawyers because they had 
not received copies of all the documents related to the case. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Morocco, page 1182:a] 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Maputo police on alert after drug bust: The 
Mozambican police were placed on maximum alert 
for drug traffickers, said to be using Maputo 
International Airport as a point of transit, according 
to Nataniel Macamo, head of public relations in the 
interior ministry, it was reported, Oct 31. 

The Mozambique Information Agency reported Macamo as 
saying traffickers were bringing cocaine from Latin America to 
South Africa, via Maputo. 


"The planes they catch take them from Brazil via Lisbon to 
Maputo," he said. The traffickers, mostly women, were working 
for a powerful network, with headquarters in SA, and had chosen 
Maputo as a safe corridor. 


Macamo was speaking after the arrest of a South African 
woman, the second arrest in 10 days at Maputo airport at the 
weekend. 


The woman was found to be carrying "30 balls of cocaine’, 
each weighing five grams, in her stomach. Zelda Haas, 25, was 
flying from Sao Paulo, Brazil, via Lisbon, with an onward 
connection to SA. Another SA woman, Singathawa Mandongana, 
who was allegedly carrying 700g of cocaine, had followed the 
same route and was arrested at Maputo airport recently. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


NAMIBIA 


a. Eight MPs miss assets deadline: A parlia- 
mentary committee has recommended that eight 
members of the National Assembly be censured for 
failing to submit a list detailing their financial 
interests and assets. 


The Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly, Rev Willem 
Konjore, announced in the Assembly, Oct 30, that the eight 
unnamed lawmakers missed the October 20 deadline set for the 
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submission of the "disclosure of interests" form. The form is part 
of the ethical code of conduct for members of parliament that 
requires them to publicise their assets and financial interests. 
They are supposed to do it by April 30 each year. 


However, this year was the first time the requirement has 
been enforced. Parliamentarians have already missed two 
deadlines so far this year, but were let off the hook when the 
Assembly’s privileges committee set new dates. 


The National Assembly will discuss the recommendation of 
the committee, Oct 31. Konjore said the Assembly would decide 
whether the reprimand would be written or oral, and whether the 
names of those who missed the deadline should be made public. 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 
NIGER 


a. University reopens after two-week closure: 
The national university of Niger has reopened after 
two weeks of official closure following student 
demonstrations in October. 


Officials said, Oct 27, that classes were due to resume soon. 


The government unexpectedly closed Abdou Moumouni 
national university in the capital, Niamey, on October 13, 
following two days of anti-government demonstrations on Oct 8 
and Oct 9. The university was officially closed to allow the 
government to undertake refurbishment work and reallocate the 
places available in student residences on the basis of greatest 
need. There are 12,000 students enrolled at the university. 


Abdoul Aziz Issa Douada, the director general of the ministry 
of secondary and higher education, said at the weekend the 
work had now been completed and the university would reopen. 
On Oct 26, the students’ union voted to end a month-long boycott 
of classes. 


Niger is one of the world’s poorest countries and its 
government-run university has struggled for years with funding 
problems, prompting a series of strikes by students and lecturers. 
These led to the loss of two months of normal classes during 
the 2002-03 academic year. As a result of the disruption, it has 
not yet been completed. The student protests earlier were 
prompted by the government's failure to pay living allowances 
that were several months in arrears. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


RWANDA 


a. No-fly zone over Kigali: Rwanda’s cabinet 
has banned all flights over the capital, Kigali. 


The recommendation was made after a meeting, Oct 
31—although no reasons were given for the decision. Kigali is 
not the first city with a no-fly zone in the region - Kampala has 
had one for several months to safeguard against potential 
terrorist attacks. 


1196 African Chronicle 


The same meeting, chaired by President Paul Kagame, 
endorsed a draft law to establish a national environmental 
authority. The new Rwanda environment management authority 
will be responsible for safeguarding the environment. The 
creation of the new agency comes less than a week after a local 
newspaper blew the whistle on a leather tannery that dumps 
toxic waste into a river in Kigali city. 


The newspaper reported that residents of the city who live 
and operate along the river’s banks were drinking its contami- 
nated water. Following the report, experts warned that the entire 
piped water supply to the city was probably contaminated. 


The problem was, however, blamed on lack of an environ- 
mental law and pdlicy - a factor that the new agency will address 
as soon as it starts work. 

(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SENEGAL 


a. Radio France International correspondent 
expelled: The Committee to Protect Journalists 
(CPJ) is disturbed that Senegalese authorities have 
refused to lift an October 6 expuision order against 
Sophie Malibeaux, correspondent for Radio France 
Internationale (RFI). 

At the time, the order was temporarily reversed, but 
Malibeaux has again been ordered to leave the country, it was 
reported, Oct 24. 


Senegalese authorities accused the journalist of threatening 
public security after RFI aired an interview with a hard-line 
member of a rebel group from Casamance, a region in southern 
Senegal. Malibeaux told CPJ that she plans to leave Senegal, 
October 24. 


RFI said one of its top directors had gone to the Senegalese 
capital, Dakar, from October 20 to 22 "to convince the 
Senegalese authorities to reverse their decision to expel Sophie 
Malibeaux," but that the talks had failed. RFI said it "reaffirms 
its confidence in Sophie Malibeaux and deplores that she is 
obliged to leave Senegal." | 


Alain Le Gougec, head of RFI’s French Service for Africa, 
told CPJ that RFI would keep its Dakar office open, but that it 
was out of the question to replace Malibeaux "in the operating 
conditions that the authorities seem to be imposing on us.” 


"This action undermines Senegal’s reputation as a demo- 
cratic example in the region and calls into question President 
Abdoulaye Wade’s commitment to press freedom," said CPJ 
executive director Ann Cooper. 

(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Kabbah’s invoivement in busting heroin 
scam denied: Contrary to what was reported by 
British newspapers and reproduced by Concord 
Times in Sierra Leone, the presidential spokesman 
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Kanji Daramy has said that the President never 
gave permission for the opening of the diplomatic 
baggage that led to the discovery of heroin recenily 
at the UK’s Gatwick airport. 

" Certain elements are hell-bent on a smear campaign," 
Daramy said and added that it was meant to discredit the image 
of the government. At a press briefing, Oct 30, in Freetown, 
foreign affairs and international cooperation minister, Momodu 
Koroma, identified DC Elliot as the man who handled the 
diplomatic pouch. He had been doing so for the past fifteen 
years. 


But the police deputy inspector general of police Oliver 
Sommasa said it was heroin and not cocaine that was found in 
the diplomatic pouch which was opened at the Gatwick airport 
without the presence of any Sierra Leonean official. Koroma said 
since the incident happened, Britain has not informed his 
government nor invited the country’s envoy for briefing. . 

b. 16,000 children have AIDS: The State of 
the Children 2003 report is out and has startling 
revelations for Sierra Leoneans. 

The report said 16,000 Sierra Leonean children within age 
of 14 are living with HIV/AIDS and that only 16 have knowledge 
in preventing themselves from AIDS The report also said that 
42,000 children under the age of 14 were orphaned by the 
pandemic in 2001. From 1995 to 2001, 74 orphaned children 
attended school. i 


The State of the World’s Children Report 2003 said that 
Nigeria has the highest number of children living with AIDS. 
There are 270,000 Nigerian children living with AIDS and 1 
million have become orphaned. 


Apart form AIDS, Sierra Leone has other phenomena 
affecting children. in 2001, Sierra Leone have the highest 
mortality rate in the world, with 73,000 dying per annum out of 
232,000 born in a year. 


The life expectancy in Sierra Leone is 40. When it comes to 
nutrition, Sierra Leone is ranked the worst having the highest 
infants with low birth weight, and the country also ranks last in 
providing safe drinking water. And when it comes to education, 
the country has the lowest rate of education. 

(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Gold tycoon nabbed: A prominent Zimbab- 
wean business tycoon was arrested in South Africa 
after he was found in possession of 144 kg of gold 
worth an estimated US$2 million. 

Acting on a tip-off, the police in South Africa arrested the 
businessmen and his son, Oct 17, for possessing the bullion in 
their private plane, which had landed at the Johannesburg 
International Airport. 

Details of the flight seem to suggest that the private plane, 
a Cessna 210, had been flown from Harare via Beira. 
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The precious metal and the private plane have since been 
impounded pending investigations as the South African police 
move to unravel the jigsaw puzzle. 


The net closed in on the businessman as it emerged that he 
has been supplying an average of 100kg of goid per week to 
the South African-based Rand Refineries. 


Sergeant Sanku Tsunke of the South African police confirmed 
to The Financial Gazette, Oct 29, that the businessman, who 
operates family gold milling centres in Bindura and Shamva as 
weil as a tyre franchise in Harare, was discovered with the 144kg 
of gold. 


Tsunke said the businessman and his son were then 
summoned to the Johannesburg Central police station for 
questioning. The two were later released after the police 
recorded statements. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


UGANDA 


a. Army kills 3 LRA men in Pader: At least 
three rebels of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) 
have been killed and several others injured when 
the Uganda People’s Defence Forces ambushed 
them, it was reported, Oct 27. 


Twenty rebels had tried to raid Acholibur trading centre in 
Aruu county in Pader district. The UPDF also rescued eight 
captives who had been abducted by the LRA, security sources 
said. 


One of the rescued said the rebels had planned to loot food 
and merchandise from the centre. 


He said the LRA were facing an acute food shortage. He 
said a rebel commander called Olum was one of the three killed 
by the UPDF in the battle. 


UPDF 5th Division spokesman Chris Magezi said the rebei 
attack was foiled. In a related incidence, the UPDF killed a rebel 
and recovered one gun as they repulsed a group of LRA rebels 
who tried to ambush a vehicle on Kitgum-Lokung Road, Oct 22, 
security sources in Kitgum said. 

They did not give details of the casualties. 

b. Banker fails to appear in court, arrested: 
Police, Oct 30, arrested the former managing 


director of International Credit Bank, Thomas Katto, 
for failure to appear in court. 


Katto had been expected in court in the morning to be 
cross-examined about his wealth following a bankruptcy petition 
he filed in 2002. 


In the petition, Katto had claimed that he was too poor 
to meet his debt obligations amounting to over Sh 10 
billion. 


Justice James Ogoola consequently issued a receiving order 
in Octerber 2002. 
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The order stopped all lega! proceedings against Katto and 
his estate pending court's final decision. 


Katto failed to appear in court, Oct 30, and only sent a 
medical form from Dr JB Ntege Ssengendo stating that he was 
too sick to walk. However, the creditors’ lawyers were not 
convinced and asked court to order his arrest. 


Justice Ogoola issued the warrant and two police officers 
went to Katto’s home at Naguru Hill in Kampala and executed 
the warrant. 


Katto was then taken to a clinic to verify his illness, but 
the doctor found him without arthritis and he could walk. 
Justice Ogoola pardoned him but warned him against 
missing court. 

(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


ZAMBIA 


a. Judge summons Chiluba over institute’s 
debt: The Lusaka High Court has summoned 
former President Frederick Chiluba and Richard 
Sakala to explain how the FJT Institute for Democ- 
racy and Industrial Relations intends to settle K9.1 
billion it owes to various companies. 

Lawyer representing the 13 companies that have sued the 
FJT Institute for Democratic and Industrial Relations. for non- 
payment of the credit, Kelvin Bwalya, Oct 27, confirmed that he 
sent out summons to Chiluba and Sakala at the request of High 
Court judge Anderson Zikonda. 


Bwalya explained that when the matter came up for hearing 
on October 20 before judge Zikonda, there was no defence 
from lawyers representing the institute. 


He said the institute was incorporated by lawyer Jack 
Mwiimbu who has since stated that he is no longer acting for 
the institute. 


Bwalya said as things stand, Mwiimbu was still lawyer for 
the institute and they had to serve documents on him. 

He said since there was no appearance or defence from the 
institute, judge Zikonda felt it was necessary to hear from the 
directors and Chiluba who is likely to be affected by the judgment 
since he is a beneficiary of the institute. 


"The judge said that'] had to summon Chiluba and Sakala 
who is the chairman so that he can ask them questions before 
judgment is passed. 

If the institute is ready to pay the money it owes suppliers, 
that’s fine," Bwalya explained. 

“These two are not part of the action but the judge said he 
would use his discretion to summon Chiluba because he is the 
one who is bound to be affected most as a beneficiary when 
judgment is passed. 

So basically Chiluba and Sakala would come as witnesses. 
The judge will ask them questions.” 

(SOURCE: Times of Zambia, Lusaka) 
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ZIMBABWE 


a. Daily News shut down, journalists and 
director arrested: On October 25, police occupied 
the offices of Zimbabwe's only independent daily 
newspaper, halting operations and detaining staff 
one day after a court order blocked government 
efforts to shut it down. 


Officials at the Daily News said armed police swooped on 
the newspaper offices in centrai Harare and detained 18 
journalists and administrators just hours after the paper put out 
its first edition since being closed more than a month ago. The 
employees were released after abcut four hours, but were 
required to sign statements saying they worked for the newspa- 
per’s publisher. They also received a verbal warning not to return 
to work, newspaper staff said. 


The following day, on October 26, police arrested Washington 
Sansole, a director of the Daily News on charges of operating 
without a licence. The raid on the Daily News occurred one day 
after the Harare Administrative Court ordered that the newspaper 
be granted a new publishing licence. The licence had nat yet 
been issued, but newspaper executives said they believed the 
court order was sufficient grounds to resume publication 
immediately. i 


The Daily News, closed after a court found it did not have 
the licence required by Zimbabwe's strict new media laws, quickly 
went to work and rushed out an eight-page edition, headlined 
"We Are Back." 


Senior assistant police commissioner Wayne Bvudzijena told 
state TV that police were enforcing the will of the court. “The 
police have taken action against the ANZ because the Daily 
News cannot publish without a licence and must comply the 
cours ruling." Zimbabwe state radio quoted unnamed lawyers 
suggesting the publication on Saturday was against the law and 
in contempt of court. 

b. Nurses down tools: Nurses and casualty 
doctors at some of the country’s major referral 
hospitals, Oct 27, downed tools over salary in- 
creases, joining junior and middle-level doctors who 
went on strike earlier. 


The strike virtually paralysed operations at Parirenyatwa and 
Harare Hospitals in Harare and Mpilo and United Bulawayo 
Hospitals, leaving patients stranded. 


it was not yet clear whether the strike was countrywide. 
Representatives of the Zimbabwe Nurses Association from 
various centres in the country held a meeting at Harare Central 
Hospital, Oct 26, and resolved to go on strike. 


The meeting also elected a committee to negotiate with 
Government and handle any issues linked to the industrial action. 
The committee urged Government to urgently address nurses’ 
grievances to avoid loss of lives. Previously such strikes have 
led to deaths of patients because of lack of medical attention. 
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Nurses, who were put in grades C1 to C5 during the job 
evaluation exercise implemented by the Public Service Commis- 
sion in July this year, are earning salaries between $138—446 
and $222---967 a month. The nurses’ representatives first met 
on Friday last week at Parirenyatwa Hospital to discuss the way 
forward. "They (PSC) have our proposal but nothing has been 
done to date since we submitted it last year. We would like to 
let them know that the strike will be on for as long as we do not 
get a response from them,” said a member of the committee. 


(SOURCE: Independent, Harare) 


REGIONAL 


a. AIDS cure beliefs fuel child rape: A myth is 
fuelling a heinous crime across southern Africa. 


it goes like this: if you want to succeed at work or cure 
yourself of AIDS, you need to have sex with a minor or one of 
your own children. The result has been a surge in reported cases 
of child rape, particularly in Zambia, a scourge that has shaken 
the deeply Christian country of 10 million people to its core. 


About one in five Zambian adults has the HIV virus that leads 
to AIDS; around 22 million people in the whole southern African 
region are infected. Almost every day, Zambian newspapers 
carry chilling tales of child rape—tales that are depressingly 
familiar to readers of the South African press. 


Zambian Vice-President Nevers Mumba says the crime has 
become a serious problem, with more than 400 cases recorded 
between January and June 2003, up from 238 in the same period 
in 2002. Some blame traditional healers, whom most people turn 
to for medical advice, not least Because so few can afford a 
doctor. 


"Traditional healers are misleading some rapists that HIV 
infection can be reversed if a man. has sex with a minor...it is a 
tragedy and something that is endangering the lives of our 
children," said Ireen Nkunda, a counselor for abused children at 
a Lusaka-based Young Women Christian Association (YWCA). 


Nkunda said the YWCA handled 110 cases of child rape 
between January and September of 2003. "Once we had a case 
of a father who raped his one-and-half-year-old baby," she said. 


Rodwell Vongo, head of the Traditional Healers Association 
of Zambia, denies any wrong-doing by his members. 


"Our members cannot mislead people in such a manner....we 
have been educating them not to mislead people that they can 
cure AIDS", Vongo said. 


Nkunda said a study had found that some men rape their 
children after visiting traditional healers who advise them to have 
sex with a daughter or young female ralative to boost profits in 
their business. “Some men also believe that they will get 
promoted at their place of work if they have sex with a minor...our 
children are not safe because rapists are now within our families,“ 
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she said. In September, the story of an 11-year-old girl who died 
after being raped repeatedly by her half-brother prompted a 
national awakening on the subject. Police spokeswoman Brenda 
Muntemba blamed "weak laws" for the increasing child rape 
cases. 


"There is nothing the police can do if an offender is arrested 
and appears before court where he is then given bail. Our court 
system and even the prisons need serious reforms," Muntemba 
said. Legal affairs minister George Kunda said the government 


was re-drafting the Rape Act to introduce severe sentences for | 


_ child rape. Most people convicted of child rape are sentenced 


to somewhere between three months and five years—not nearly 
long enough, according to child welfare advocates. 


"We are reforming all laws on sexual offences, especially 
those relating to child rape...we want to provide for serious 
sentences that will deter would-be offenders," Kunda said. 
Activists say the government is all talk and no action. The law 
stipulates that no one should be subjected to HIV tests and so 
when a child is raped, the accused cannot be tested. 


(SOURCE: Statesman, Calcutta) 








ANALYSIS- 


War gives way to a fragile peace in Congo 


fter a calamitous war, Congo is at a fragile point of 
healing, with a whiff of hope now detectable in the 
humid air. 


Rebels who had been trying to overthrow President Joseph 
Kabila’s government have traded their military uniforms for 
designer suits and their jungle barracks for corner offices with 
prime river views. 


The Congolese flag is now flying nationwide, and tentative 
steps have begun to merge rival-armies into one. Kabila, who 
succeeded his father, Laurent Kabila, who was assassinated in 
2001, now has four vice presidents, two of whom were trying to 
oust him by force until July, when they were sworn in. Under the 
peace deal that brought this unity about, the men are requied 
to meet at least once every two weeks. 


"We're all courteous to each other," said Jean-Baptiste 
Mulemba, one of the new members of the rather unwieldy 
500-member Parliament, which includes a variety of rebel 
factions. "We shake each other’s hands. But you can't say we 
trust each other yet. We are in a period of cold war". 


itis widely agreed that the real test will be posed by elections 
two to the three years away, the first multiparty elections in Congo 
since 1960. But the simple fact that the rebel factions are now 
sharing power and thinking in that long a time frame is regarded 
as a major step forward. Since they arrived in Kinshasa three 
months ago, the new politicians have squabbled over how high 
their salaries ought to be. Stories of political intrigue and 
backbiting fill the local press. But none of the bickering has led 
to gun battles, no small achievement in a nation awash in 
AK-47's. 


Beyond the capital, however, many Congolese are still 
running for their lives. Despite the supposed cessation of 
hostilities, massacres continue in the remote reaches of eastern 
Congo, where the United Nations peacekeepers deployed there, 
now numbering more than 10,000. always appear one step 
behind the latest killings. 


Given the ferocity of Congo’s nearly five years of war, few 
expected much of the peace accord, which was signed’ in South 
Africa in 2002. Congo, a vast nation of 55 million people, had 
been reduced nearly to collapse by a conflagration so intense it 
drew in six neighbouring nations and produced a death toll 
exceeding three million. Many of the dead were civilians who 
fell more often to starvation and disease than to the machete or 
the gun. 


The war in Congo, the former Zaire, erupted in 1998, the 
year after Laurent Kabila ousted the longtime dictator Mobutu 
Seso Seko. Neighbouring Rwanda grew displeased with Kabila 
for harboring extremist groups in the eastern Congo that 
conducted cross-border raids into western Rwanda. It created 
and backed a rebel group that joined forces with another armed 
group supported by Uganda and attacked. 


Kabila lost vast swathes of territory to the rebels and held 
on to the capital only with the help of troops from Angola, 
Zimbabwe and Namibia. Congo's vast mineral wealth sustained 
the fighting, giving the combatants more incentive to extend the 
conflict than to cut it off. In a first effort to end the-war, the 
combatants signed a peace deal in Lusaka, Zambia, in 1999. 


But Kabila blocked fulfillment of the deal and in 2001 he was 
killed by his own bodyguards. His son, Joseph, was more 
receptive to the peace effort, and eventually the current accord 
was signed. Preparing for the election will be a monumental 
challenge. There is no list of voters or even any accurate count 
of how many Congolese there are. Much of the citizenry is 
somewhat removed from the concept of democracy. 


“We don't have experience with real elections," said Dr 
Mbwebwe Kabamba, the head of the emergency room at 
Kinshasa General Hospital and a longtime member of the 
political opposition. “We've had dictators. We don’t know what 
it's like to have a choice”. 

—NMarc Lacey in Kinshasa—New York Times, reproduced in Asian 
Age, New Delhi, Oct 25 
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ANALYSIS-II_ 


Chaos descends on Zimbabwe 


in Zimbabwe's threadbare capital, insists on its front page 
that life in the country is on the mend. But the classifieds 
suggest otherwise. 
An enterprising merchant named Zariro advertises 260- 
pound concrete slabs for mourners to cover and protect the fresh 
graves of departed loved ones. 


"These days when you bury your dead, you have to spend 
the night there," Preston, a 27-year-old who supports his family 
through black-market currency trading, explained on a recent 
day. “If you don’t look after the grave, the next morning you'll 
come back and find the body lying on the ground, and the conffin 
gone”. 

Many here might cali that a good analogy for Zimbabwe itself. 


This nation was once one of Africa's most prosperous states. 
But it is prostrate today, its vital signs flickering, asphyxiated by 
ever-tighter government curbs on the economy and basic 
freedoms. Driven by desperation, greed or simply a sense that 
the end is nearing, its rulers and citizens are methodically 
stripping the country of its assets. 


Zimbabwe has been officially off limits to foreign journalists 
since February, when President Robert G Mugabe’s government 
pushed a law through Parliament effectively banning outside 
reporters as tools of European and American critics. 


But a low-profile tour of the country for 11 days found no 
shortage of domestic critics, both black and white, and an outright 
glut of human misery. 


Desperate citizens here have become dark-of-night scav- 
engers of coffins, copper electrical cable and even aluminum 
‘street signs, now in such shortage that finding an address is 
a trial. ‘Zimbabwe's nights are dark indeed: Here in Harare, 
downtown street lights are turned off for lack of foreign currency 
to pay South African and Zambian power suppliers. 


If the nights are black, the days often exude an eerie surface 
calm, much of it government-enforced, courtesy of a domestic 
intelligence organization and a rural youth militia, the Green 
Bombers, widely feared for its brutality. 

Although it went widely unreported, hundreds of factory 
workers in Bulawayo and Harare clashed violently with the police 
recently after trying to protest Zimbabwe's soaring inflation. 


Te Herald, the relentlessly sunny pro-government newspaper 


The ravages of hyperinflation, 455 per cent a year and rising 
fast, are evident everywhere. It now costs 234,000 Zimbabwean 
dollars to spray a dog. Chicken feed is 91,500 for a 110-pound 
bag, more than twice he price a week earlier. 


A gallon of gas costs 11,000, but is only available on the 
black market. In Victoria Falls, for example, most people go to 


. nearby Botswana to fill up their tanks. The average per-person 


income is probably about 90 cents a day, down one-third in five 
years. 


“This country is truly in a crisis,” said Collen Gwiyo, the 
38-year-old first secretary-general of the Zimbabwe Coalition of 
Trade Unions, a locus of opposition to Mugabe’s government. 
"It's a political crisis, leading to an economic crisis, feeding a 
humanitarian disaster". 


Since 1998, when Mugabe began seizing farms owned by 
white residents, capping prices and fixing exchange rates in 
a populist scheme to revive his fading popularity, Zimbabwe's 
economy has been slowly choking. 


In 2002, foreign investment has vanished, and only one in 
10 workers now holds a steady job. Agriculture, the economic 
mainstay, is in precipitous decline. 


In a nation that exported beef and wheat only three years 
ago, 4 million people—-one in three—now subsist on foreign 
food donations. Four in 10 children are stunted or wasting away 
from mainutrition, according to the United Nations. 


Members of the country’s elite, critics here and elsewhere 
Say, are scooping up the country’s real wealth. 


They have taken control of Zimbabwe's best farmland and 
game parks, played the currency market with government 
money and channeled billions of Zimbabwean dollars in 
government spending through companies they own or their 
relatives own. ‘A white commercial farmer from Bulawayo 
who, with three other farmers, lost 50,000 acres to Zimbabwe 
political kingpins, said of those enriching themselves: "They're 
making their own bed to sleep in. But | tell you what: They're 
going to starve there”. 


—WMichael Wines in Harare—New York Times, reproduced in Asian 
Age, New Delhi, Oct 25 
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ALGERIA 


a. Newspaper columnist gets six-month jail 
sentence for libel: RSF has condemned the 
six-month prison sentence for libel against journalist 
Sid Anmed Semiane (better known by the pseudo- 
nym "S.A.S.") and said it is alarmed over the 
Algerian government’s continuing harassment of the 
independent press. 


On November 4, a court in the Sidi M’hammed suburb of 
Algiers sentenced "S.A.S." in absentia. 


The defence ministry had filed complaints against the 
journalist, who previously wrote for the daily Le Matin and 
currently lives in Paris. The court also fined the paper's managing 
editor, Mohamed Benchicou, 100,000 dinars. The newspaper 
itself was fi nea another 200,000 dinars. 


. The ‘gain dis amid great publicity, an Algiers court handed 


‘Fagg “Ali iat,- mapaging editor of the daily Libert, a four-month 
“suspehded , prison, „Sentánce and fined him 100,000 dinars for 


"insulting the heag of, state". 

One of tie paper's journalists, Rafik Hamou, was also fined 
100,000 dinars. 

Libert itself was fined two million dinars under Article 144b 
of the amended Criminal Code for running a front-page headline 
on August 11 that read, “All of them are thieves". 

The headline accompanied a story reprinted from the daily 
EI Khabar, which said top government officials had misappropri- 
ated housing funds belonging to the foreign ministry. 

(SOURCE: Le Matin, Algiers) 
[Background Info. Algeria, page 1141:a} 


ANGOLA 


a. Agreement on police cooperation with 
Mozambique: The interior ministers of Angola 
and Mozambique, Osvaldo Serra Van-Dunem and 
Almerino Marcos Manhenje, signed a general 


‘agreement on security and public order in Luanda, 


Nov 13. 


According to the document, the two sides agreed to engage 
themselves on technical cooperation in the fields of security, 
internal order, technical assistance, supply of equipment and 
exchange of information and experiences. 

The area of cadres training includes policing, penitentiary 
system, fire brigades and immigration. 

To ensure the fulfilment of these decisions, a bilateral 
technical commission has been set up to meet once a year and 
also extraordinarily, whenever necessary. The first treaty of 


+ 


rE | 
gs; 


WE 


s 


NES 










amy devga femeni human rights and environment 


rE Vol IV No. 23 
friendship, cooperation and mutual aid between Angola and 
Mozambique was signed in Maputo on September 19, 1978. 

The two states now intend to establish an arranged 
cooperation relationship focusing on the fight against crossbor- 
der criminality. 

At the ceremony, Nov 13, that marked the end of the visit of 
the Mozambican interior minister, a final communique was read 
in which the two sides defended the reinforcement of friendship 
and cooperation ties between the two countries. 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


BENIN 


a. Schools and university shut as teachers 
strike work: Secondary schools in Benin have been 
shut down and many government offices have been 
under-staffed as a result of a three-day strike by 
public sector workers to demand higher pay. 

The nationwide “warning strike" by SYNARES, the union 
representing teachers in secondary schools and colleges of 
higher education, and. the Confederation of Workers of Benin 
(CSTB), began, Nov 1T. 

All secondary schools and the university in the capital 
Cotonou were closed by the teachers’ strike, but there was only 
a partial walk-out at government offices, since not all civil 
servants belong to the CSTB. 

The civil service union is demanding an increase in the 
minimum wage of government employees, which is currently 
30,000 CFA francs (US $52)per month. It is also seeking the 
restoration of automatic pay rises after every two years of 
service. These increments were abolished five years ago, when 
the government decided to award pay rises purely on the grounds 
of merit. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


BURUNDI 
a. Government, rebel group sign final peace 


‘pact: The transitional national government of 


Burundi and the Conseil National pour la Defense 
de la Democratie-Forces pour la Defense de la 
Democratie (CNDD-FDD) rebel group led by Pierre 
Nkurunziza finalised peace negotiations, Nov 16, 
and signed an agreement endorsing power sharing 
in the war-torn country. 


At the same time, the 20th summit of the Great Lakes 
regional peace initiative on Burundi gave the Forces nationales 
de Liberation (FNL) rebel faction led by Agathon Rwasa three 
months to enter negotiations with the government or face the 
consequences of regional! action. 
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In a statement issued at the end of the two-day summit, the 


region's leaders also requested that the UN consider sending a 
peacekeeping operation to Burundi, given the "qualitative change 
that has taken place following the signing of the Pretoria protocols 
which have created a total condition of peace and stability in 
over 95 per cent of the territory in Burundi”. i 


The signing of the latest agreement between the Burundian 
government and the CNDD-FDD took place following the 20th 
summit, which was held in Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania, Nov 15 
and Nov 16. The regional initiative on Burundi was established 
to try to put an end to the decade-long civil war that has daimed 
at least 300,000 Burundian lives. 


Chinese embassy damaged: Hutu rebels from the National 
Liberation Front bombarded Burundi's capital, Nov 10, with 
rockets, killing five people, destroying part of the Chinese 
embassy and striking the home of a US military attache, officials 
said. 

Fighters from a rebel faction led by Agathon Rwasa attacked 
two northern neighbourhoods of Bujumbura, including an area 
where diplomats and senior government officials live. 

"The attack started at midnight and was really very intense 
as rebels attacked, shooting in all directions and exploding 
grenades,” said Mathias Karimwabo, the head of the Kamenge 
neighbourhood. 

Four civilians were killed, including a young girl and three 
boys, before the rebels withdrew into the hills north and east of 
the capital, he said. Karimwabo said rebel fighters had attacked 
the area several times recently, but not with such intensity. 
[Background Info. Burundi, page 1177:a] 


b. WFP condemns killing of staff member: The 
UN World Food Programme condemned the killing 
of its staff member in northern Burundi, Nov 7. 

The WFP employee, Philbert Nsengiyumva, was shot dead 
at close range by unknown armed men at 11 p.m. at his home 
in Ngozi town, WFP reported. 

WFP expressed regret that "such a violent act should be 
perpetrated against a person engaged in providing urgently 
needed humanitarian assistance in Burundi". 

"The security of our staff is paramount," Zlatan Milisic, WF P’s 
country director for Burundi, said. “Such brutality cannot be 
tolerated, especially because it might compromise our ability to 
carry out the humanitarian work which is so necessary here." 

WFP said it had conveyed its condolences to the family of 
Nsengiyumva, a Burundian national who joined WFP as a driver 
in March 2001, and who left behind a wife and seven children. 


(SOURCE: East African, Neirobi) 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Former chief of Patasse’s protection force 
arrested: Central African Republic gendarmes 
arrested, Nov 12, the former commander of ousted 
President Ange-Felix Patasse’s protection forces, 
Gen. Ferdinand Bombayeke, a government official 
said. 

“He was presented to the prosecutor after his arrest," David 
Gamou, a spokesman in the ministry of justice, said. 
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* Gamou said allegations against Bombayeke had not yet been 
made public. Bombayeke, an air force general, has been in the 
French embassy in the capital, Bangui, since March 15 when 
Francois:Bozize seized power from Patasse. He was arrested 
as he left the embassy for his home, which was looted after 
Bozize’s coup. 

Bombayeke, together with several officials of Patasse’s 
administration, sought refuge in the French embassy following 
the coup. Most of these people returned to their homes weeks 
later. Some left the country, like former Prime Minister Martin 
Ziguele who went to France in May. 


On November 2, 2001, during an incursion by Bozize into 
Bangui, Bombayeke led Libyan warplanes to dislodge combat- 
ants loyal to Bozize from Bangui’s northern suburbs. The planes 
were reported to have killed many civilians and destroyed several 
homes. Bombayeke’s arrest follows that of the former state 
minister for communications, Gabriel Jean Edouard Koyam- 
bounou, who is also the second deputy chairman of Patasse’s 
Mouvement de Liberation du Peuple Centrafricain. 


b. Shigellosis epidemic confirmed: An epi- 
demic of shigellosis has been confirmed in the 
Central African Republic, with a total of 379 cases 
and 23 deaths from June 16 to October 29, the 
World Health Organization reported, Nov 5. 


it said the cases were in the towns of Paoua and Bozoum, 
in the Ouham Pende region of northwestern CAR. 


The Institut Pasteur in Bangui confirmed the diagnosis of 
Shigella dysenteriae type 1, which WHO said was sensitive to 
Acid Nalidixic and Ciprofloxacine. It warned that migration of 
peopie to neighbouring Chad was also a “cause for concern”. 


According to the US-based Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, Shigellosis is an infectious disease caused by a 
group of bacteria called Shigella. Most of those infected with 
Shigella develop diarrhoea, fever, and stomach cramps starting 
a day or two after they are exposed to the bacterium. 


Shigellosis usually resolves in five to seven days. In some 
persons, especially young children and the elderly, the diarrhoea 
can be so severe that the patient needs to be hospitalised. 


A severe infection with high fever may also be associated 
with seizures in children jess than two years old. Some persons 
who are infected may have no symptoms at all, but may still 
pass the Shigella bacteria to others. l 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


CHAD 


a. First executions by firing squad in more 
than a decade: Four Chadian men sentenced to 
death for the murder of a Sudanese businessman 
were executed by firing squad in the Chadian capital 
N'Djamena, Nov 6, human rights activists said. 


it was the first official execution to take place in the 
land-locked central African country since 1991 and was imme- 
diately condemned by the Chadian League of Human Rights 
(LTDH). Dobian Assinger, the president of the human rights 
group, said that the four men were sentenced to death on 
October 25 after a three-day trial and were denied the right to 
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appeal. President Idriss Deby ignored a plea to commute the ' 


sentences which was sent to him by human rights activists and 
lawyers on October 30, he added. 


Assinger said: "We were surprised to learn yesterday (Nov 
5) that they would be executed today (Nov 6). Why was the 
execution performed so fast, while the defence were trying to 
appeal the sentence?" 


"The courts should have followed the right procedure and 
allowed an appeal,” he added. The four were convicted of 
murdering Sheik lbn Oumar Idriss Youssouf, the head of Chad 
Petroleum Company, in September. - 


Youssouf's company was set up recently to build a refinery 
on the small Sedigui oilfield north of Lake Chad to provide 
petroleum products for domestic consumption. 


Those executed included a former official in the Chadian 
presidency, who was the alleged mastermind of the plot, and a 
former director of the Chad Petroleum Company. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


CONGO (DR) 


a. UN troops kill militia commander, arrest 
nine: A commander of the Parti pour [’Unite, la 
Solidarite et I'Integrite du Congo (PUSIC), was shot 
dead and nine militiamen arrested when the group 
opened fire on a UN military patrol, Nov 8, in the 
embattled Ituri district, an official said. 


A spokesman for the UN Mission in the Congo, Leocadio 
Salmeron,. said. another militiaman was wounded during the 
shooting that occurred in Shari, 8 km northwest of the town: of 
Bunia, which is considered a PUSIC stronghold. He named the 
dead PUSIC commander as "Col" Claude Aboli. 


The UN mission, known as MONUC, will hold the arrested 
militiamen for two or three days before handing them over to the 
locai authorities, he added. 


No UN soldier was wounded in the shooting. Sporadic militia 
fighting continues across ituri, despite the deployment of 
MONUC troops outside Bunia, the main town in the district. 


Salmeron said the first phase of deployment outside Bunia 
was complete, and that UN troops were now stationed in towns 
such as Bogoro, 28 km east of Bunia; Maragu, to the southwest 
of Bunia; Igabarriere and Bule, to the northwest of Bunia. 


He said the second deployment phase would begin between 
November and December. 
(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1191:a] 


DJIBOUTI 


a. Djibouti is "staunch" ally, says US: 
Djibouti is a "staunch ally of the United States and 
a key partner in the global struggle against 
terrorism," the U.S. ambassador-designate to the 
country, Marguerita Dianne Ragsdale, told the 
U.S. Senate, Nov 5. 


In testimony before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
Ragsdale told the lawmakers that Djibouti hosts the only U.S. 
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military base in sub-Saharan Africa and thus serves as 
headquarters for the Combined Joint Task Force-Horn of Africa. 
That task force, she said, directs coalition counter-terrorism 
operations in East Africa and Yemen, and is working diligently 
to stabilize the Horn of Africa. 


Ragsdale praised Djiboutis role in promoting reconciliation 
in Somalia and helping to defuse tensions between Eritrea and 
Ethiopia. 

"Achieving stability in the Horn of Africa not only requires 
ending tensions between warring factions and neighbouring 
states. It requires overcoming internal economic challenges that 
breed discontent and promote discord,” she said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


ERITREA 


a. Probe into death of Eritrean militiaman: The 
body of an Eritrean militiaman shot dead in the 
demilitarised zone has been exhumed as part of an 
investigation into his murder, the United Nations 
said, Nov 13. 


Gail Bindley Taylor Sainte, spokeswoman for the peacekeep- 
ing force in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE), said the victim had 
bullet wounds to the shoulder and stomach. The man was killed 
during a skirmish between three and five unknown armed 
uniformed men and two Eritrean militiamen, according to the 
UN. 


"The investigating team exhumed the corpse of the militia- 
man and examined it," Sainte told journalists at the weekly. 
video-linked press briefing. 


“The examination confirmed that the body was that of a male, 
dressed in militia uniform,” she said. "The body showed gunshot 
wounds in the stomach and on the left shoulder. The investiga- 
tions are still in progress and a detailed report is being prepared." 


Ethiopia has categorically denied that its troops were 
involved in the shooting which occurred earlier in November. 


The body was exhumed, Nov 7, from a grave between 10 
and 15 km from the scene of the shooting at Fawlina village 
inside the Temporary Security Zone. The 25 km-wide wide TSZ 
is strictly off-limits to the armed forces of both countries although 
armed Eritrean militiamen are allowed to patrol it. 


Pledge to prevent further border area shootings: Eritrea 
and Ethiopia, Nov 5, gave assurances to the United Nations that 
they would cooperate to avoid a reoccurrence of the deadly 
border area shooting, according to a report from the UN mission . 
to both countries, known as UNMEE. 


The UN mission reported that at a regular meeting of a mixed 
Military Coordination Commission (MCC) in Nairobi, Nov 5, 
generais from Eritrea and Ethiopia discussed reports of the 
shooting which apparently left one Eritrean dead, and "both 
parties agreed to cooperate with UNMEE to avoid the reoccur- 
rence of such incidents.” 


According to the UNMEE report, the UN Force Commander 
in the area, Maj.-Gen. Robert Gordon, had sought “further 
reassurance from both parties that they were fully committed to 
ensuring that nothing would be done to destabilize the existing 
military stability.” 
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“Both parties gave the Force Commander their strongest 
assurances that this would be the case," UNMEE said. The report 
said General Gordon "further reminded them once again, in the 
words of the Secretary General to ‘eschew the rhetoric of war, 
which is necessary for any difference to be resolved in a calm 
and peacefu! climate.’" 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 
_ {Background Info Eritrea, page 1192:a] 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Government suspends journalists’ asso- 
ciation: The government has suspended Ethio- 
pia’s independent journalists’ association in a row 
over its out-of-date operating licence, officials 
said, Nov 12. 


The association said it had been shut down for political 
reasons. "This is a major blow for free speech and press freedom 
in the country," said Kifle Mulat, who has been president of the 
155-strong Ethiopian Free Press Journalists Association for the 
last four years. 


. The suspension came amid increasing tensions between the 
government and the EFJA over a controversial new draft press 
law. 


"We are fighting this draconian press law and the govemment 
do not like that,” Kifle said. The draft press law, which could 
come into effect later, has been condemned by international 
freedom of speech watchdogs as being "restrictive". 


The EFJA, which was set up in 1993 but only granted its 
government licence three years ago, claims to fight for the rights 
of the independent press in Ethiopia. However, it has drawn 
criticism from journalists in the private press for "weak leader- 
ship" and for being “over politicised”. 


The ministry of justice, which imposed the suspension and 
is responsible for registering NGOs, insisted the move was “not 
politically motivated". Getachew Gonfa, head of registration at 
the ministry, said the sanction had been imposed because the 
EFJA had been operating illegally by failing to renew its ennual 
operating licence for the last three years. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 


GAMBIA 


a. Another Independent reporter harassed: 
After a string of events targeting staff of The 
Independent, another reporter with the newspaper 
has been harassed and humiliated by a group of 
APRC councillors for Banjul. 


Pa Malick Secka was literally harassed after his recorder 
was seized and a tape he was carrying crushed, it was reported, 
Nov 11. APRC councillors had confiscated his recorder, removing 
the tape used to cover the proceedings of the councillors’ 
meetings, which was an open meeting attended by a cross 
section of the people of Banjul. 


Secka’s harassment followed recent media reports alleging 
gross misconduct involving the council's town clerk Othman and 
other officials of the council that fed to the sacking of the Albert 
market operations inspector, Lamin Sanyang. “These and other 
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‘sensitive issues was the subject of the councilors’ agenda” the 
reporter said. 


"It all started when issues surrounding the continuous tenure 
of the town clerk without leave for the past ten years, were being 
discussed. This was notwithstanding a letter from Mayor Jeng, 
allowing him (Othman) to proceed on leave. The councilors 
wanted to know why Othman’s conditions of service at the 
council was ignored by two of Mayor Jeng’s predecessors. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
{Background info. Gambia, page 1180:a] 


GUINEA 


a. Opposition leader released from fail: 
Guinean opposition politician, Jean Marie Dore, who 
was arrested, Nov 13, for criticising President 
Lansana Conte in a radio interview, has been 
released. 


Dore said, Nov 15, shortly after his release from police 
custody, that he was detained in Guinea’s maximum security 
prison under "deplorable" conditions. "I slept on an armchair with 
my suit and shoes still on," he said. Dore, who is the leader of 
the Union for the Progress of Guinea (UPG) and secretary of 
the opposition alliance, FRAD, was picked up by the police 
following an interview he gave to the French radio, Radio France 
Internationale (RFI). 


in the interview, Dore reportedly ridiculed a decision by the 
Guinean Supreme Court to clear only one. candidate to challenge 
incumbent President Conte in presidential elections in Decem- 
ber. 


He said that Mamadou Bhoye Barry, the lone challenger to 
Conte in the poll was “a man planted by President Conte himself 
to show a semblance of democracy in the election." 


Barry is the lone parliamentary deputy of a small party that 
supports Conte’s ruling Party of Unity and Progress. He is 
virtually unknown in politica! circles 


On Nov 15, Dore denied insulting the President during his 
interview with RFI, but insisted that "if a man is sick and that 
ailment has gotten the better part of his being, then his mental 
alertness is also affected." The 69-year-old head of state has 
been in poor health for several years. He is rarely seen in public 
and diplomats say he often has difficulty walking. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


GUINEA BISSAU 


a. Government opens first university: Presi- 
dent Henrique Rosa has formally opened the first 
public university in Guinea Bissau, nearly 30 years 
after the country achieved independence from 
Portugal. 


The autonomously managed university, created by a govern- 
ment decree in 1999, will admit its first students for a year of 
pre-degree course in January 2004. Until now, Guinea Bissau 
relied on bursaries to send its students to foreign universities, 
especiaily in Portugal, Cuba and eastern Europe. 
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However, Professor Tcherno Djalo, the rector of the new 
Amilcar Cabral University, said at the opening ceremony, Nov 
13, this policy had proved a failure. 


_ He noted that about 80 per cent of all Guineans educated 
abroad had decided to remain there to work afterwards. They 
therefore failed to contribute to building this desperately poor 
nation of 1.3 million people. 


The Amilcar Cabral University, named after the founder of 
the PAIGC liberation movement that fought for Guinea Bissau’s 
independence, will offer degree courses in education, law, 
medicine, veterinary medicine, engineering, agronomy, econom- 
ics, sociology, modern languages and journalism. 


Students will be required to pay fees of 15,000 CFA francs 
(US $26) per month - the equivalent of Guinea Bissau’s minimum 
wage. 


b. No water or electricity in capital for three 
days: There has been no electricity or piped water 
in the capital of Guinea Bissau for three days as 
a result of a strike by unpaid workers of the 
state-owned water and electricity company, EAGB, 
it was reported, Nov 12. 


The 350,000 residents of Bissau have been forced to rely 
on wells, many of which are contaminated, giving rise to concerns 
over public heaith. 


Nivaldino Candido Lopes, the leader of the trade union 
representing workers at EAGB, said, Nov 11, that employees 
had planned to run Bissau’s oil-fired power station for one 
hour a day in order to operate water pumps that would keep 
the city supplied with electricity, but its fuel supplies had 
run out. 


The five megawatt power station, donated to Guinea Bissau 
by China in 2002, has frequently been put out of action by fuel 
shortages. 


The workers at EAGB began a two-week strike, Nov 10, to 
demand the payment of 12 months of salary arrears, 20 months 
of arrears in the payment of other benefits and 12 sacks of rice 
each. They also demanded the immediate privatisation of EAGB 
so as to secure its proper functioning. 


A Russian company and a Portuguese/Spanish consortium 
have expressed interest in acquiring the company. Guinea 
Bissau’s interim government, set up after a bloodless coup on 
September 14, is battling with a financial crisis. Most public 
employees are owed at least 11 months of pay arrears. 


The government said recently it had begun to pay salaries 
for October, but warned that it would be some time before it 
could afford to make all back payments. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


IVORY COAST 


a. More violence reported in the interior: 
Further reports of violence and lawlessness 
emerged from the interior of Ivory Coast, Nov 6, as 
hopes of saving the country’s battered peace 
shite at the next West African summit grew 
slimmer. 
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A spokesman for the 4,000-strong French peacekeeping 
force in Ivory Coast said that four people had been found shot 
dead, Nov 3, with hands tied behind their back in an 
execution-style killing near the government-held town of Ban- 
golo, 500 km from Abidjan. 


The town is close to the frontline with rebel forces that occupy 
the north of the country. 


Eyewitnesses, meanwhile, said that at least 14 people had 
been shot dead in four days of fighting between rival factions of 
the rebel movement in the northern town of Ferkessedougou, 
near the frontier with Burkina Faso. 


The clashes followed a raid on two commercial banks in the 
town recently. 


Thousands of immigrant farmers from neighbouring Burkina 
Faso and Mali have been chased off their land since Ivory Coast 
plunged into civil war in September 2002 and relief workers said, 
Nov 6, that the process was continuing near the southern 
government-held town of Gagnoa. 


They said that between Nov 1 and Nov 3 about 500 immigrant 
cocoa farmers were forced by gangs of youths to abandon their 
farms after refusing to join local cooperatives which would have 
paid them a low price for their beans. They were currently 
sheltering at a temporary camp in Gagnoa, the relief workers 
said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


KENYA 


- a. Businessman arrested’in bribery case: A 
38-year-old businessman, who is at the centre of 
the Goldenberg inquiry, is to be charged with 
corruption for offering bribe to a Nairobi judge. 


He was to be taken to court, Nov 11, but detectives 
rescheduled his appearance to Nov 12, in order to record a 
statement from him. Pattni is to be charged with corruption for 
offering a Sh50,000 bribe to High Court judge David Onyancha 
so that his passport could be released. 


The bribery incident took place on August 14 at Funguo 
estate in Nairobi. Pattni is also accused of refusing to deposit 
his passport with the Anti-corruption Commission. 


He was arrested after a court issued a warrant at the request 
of the director of public prosecution, Philip Murgor. 


Pattni already faces a criminal charge of lying to obtain a 
Kenyan passport and is out on a Sh100,000 bond. 


He was taken to court on October 17 and charged with giving 
false information to immigration officers that he was a Kenyan 
by birth though he is a British citizen. 


b. Lecturer gunned down in night attack: An 
Egerton University don was shot dead by gang- 
sters in the outskirts of Nakuru town, it was 
reported, Nov 12. 


Dr Michael Thuo Kuria, dean of the Faculty of Arts and 
Social Sciences, and the coordinator of Community Resource 
Centre, a HIV/AIDS project involving the university and the 
community surrounding the Njoro main campus. 


1206 African Chronicle 


News of Dr Kuria’s death, Nov 10, plunged the institution into 
a state of mourning with striking lecturers who were meeting at 
the university's Graduation Square expressing anger at the 
killing. 

The lecturers called on the government to conduct thorough 
investigations into the incident and ensure that the culprits were 
brought to justice. 


Dr Kuria was attacked at Pipeline Area, about 10 kilometres 
from Nakuru Town moments after he was dropped home by a 
Nation reporter who had earlier interviewed him on a HIV/AIDS 
project launched by First Lady Lucy Kibaki recently. 


The lecturer's body was found lying outside his car, a Toyota 
Corolla, in an open field a few hundred metres from Parkside 
Hotel. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


LESOTHO 


a. Death of protesting textile workers con- 
demned: Two persons are reported to have died 
following a clash between textile workers and police 
in Lesotho, Nov 10. 


One man, injured when police opened fire on workers 
demanding better pay in the capital, Maseru, reportedly died of 
his wounds, Nov 11. 


"At about four o'clock this morning (Nov 11) we received the 
news that another person had passed away. We can assure the 
relatives of the deceased that a full investigation into the matter 
will be undertaken," regional coordinator of the Factory Workers’ 
Union (Fawu), Sam Mokhele, said. 


Fawu members were intercepted by the Lesotho Mounted 
Police Service (LMPS) as they marched to the offices of the 
Employers’ Association of Lesotho to deliver a petition protesting 
a 5.5 per cent wage increase offered by textile factories. 


Mokhele said that one woman was trampled to death and 
more than 150 people injured when the police opened fire with 
rubber bullets and tear gas. 


"There is absolutely no justification for the violent reaction of 
the police, considering that the union leadership had gone 
through the proper channels to ensure that we received the 
go-ahead from authorities to stage the protest. 


We are disturbed, and cail on the minister of public safety 
to explain the actions of the police unit,“ Mokhele said. 


b. Letseng discovers 215-carat diamond: 
Lesotho-based diamond mining company Letseng 
Diamonds announced, Nov 18, that a 215-carat 
white diamond had been discovered in the run-up 
to full-scale production by Alluvial Ventures. 


The diamond has been insured for $2m. 


Alluvial Ventures is a small-scale mining company contracted 
to mine areas of ground adjacent to the pipe, which was 
previously worked by diggers. 


The diamond was the first of a succession of exceptional 
stones that Letseng Diamonds expects to produce in the coming 
years, the company said in a statement. 
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JCI and Matodzi Resources, which have a 76% stake in the 
mine, said the find was an early vindication of the massive 
investment made in the mine. 


Pakalitha Mosisili, Lesotho's Prime Minister, said the find 
was a symbol of the resurgence of the diamond industry in the 


‘country. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


LIBERIA 


a. US lifts restrictions on Liberia: The United 
States government has lifted bilateral aid restric- 
tions on Liberia. 


Disclosing this, US ambassador John Blaney said, Nov 14, 
that President George Bush has signed a wavier of the Brook 
Amendment which had been applied to Liberia. 


This means that the US government would now provide direct 
bilateral aid to the Liberian government. 


The Brook Amendment was applied to Liberia during the '80s 
when the Samuel Doe regime failed to adequately meet the 
bench marks of transparency and accountability in its public 
financial management in spite of huge indebtedness to the US 


~ government. 


By then, the Doe regime had received about U.S.$500 million 
in development aid from the US. 


The immediate past regime of Charles Taylor did not 
satisfactorily improve ties with the U.S. for which the Brook 
Amendment could not be waived. 


All U.S. assistance to Liberia was channelled through third 
party operations such as those of the United Nations and other 
international organizations in the Country. 


However, during a reception at the residence of Liberian 
head of state Gyude Bryant, ambassador Blaney said the waiver 
of the Brook Amendment was prompted by the level of progress 
in Liberia and reformed measures taken by the leadership of the 
transitional government. 


_ b. US denies ransom on Taylor: The US has 
denied that it plans to offer a $2m bounty for the 
al of Liberia's exiled former leader, Charles 

aylor. 


Nigeria, said the offer, assumed to be for Taylor’s capture, 
verged on state-sponsored terrorism, but the US said the money 
could be “an additional tool" if the need arises. 


"We strongly oppose any violent or other illegal actions 
against Nigerian authorities aimed at obtaining custody of 
Charles Taylor," a US state department spokeswoman, Susan 
Pittman said. 

Taylor is in exile in Nigeria as part of a plan to end Liberia’s 
civil war, and Ms Pittman said the US had supported the 
warlord leaving Liberia because it believed it would save lives. 

Nigeria expressed shock at the reward, which it said would 
encourage lawless and illegal behaviour, and said it would 
resist any attempt to capture Taylor, adding that Liberia’s 
ex-leader was under the protection of the Nigerian government. 

(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Liberia, page 1193:a] 
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MAURITANIA 


a. Ould Taya wins presidential election: Mauri- 
tanian strongman Maaouiya Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya 
has won the presidential election amid howls of 
fraud from the opposition, it was reported, Nov 12. 


But opposition figures say the 63-year-old president may 
soon face a fresh showdown with the disgruntled army officers 
who nearly ousted him in a bloody coup attempt in June. 


"The June event can still repeat itself one thousand and one 
times because the factors still exist," Messoud Ould Belkheir, an 
opposition presidential candidate who was officially credited with 
5.3 per cent of the vote said."! believe that the conditions of June 
8 are still very much there." 


"It is evident that if all exits are blocked the pot will explode 
one of these days and it will cause a lot of damage," warned 
Ahmed Ould Daddah, another opposition candidate who accord- 
ing to government figures, won 6.9 per cent. "We had a taste of 
that possiblity on June 8 and 9 and it should have served as a 
lesson to Ould Taya," the former central bank president said. 


The coup attempt resulted in tanks shelling the presidential 
palace. Ould Taya disappeared for 24 hours before popping up 
again on state television as loyal army units put down the 
rebellion. According to the state prosecutor, 129 serving and 
retired military personnel are now in detention awaiting trial for 
their part in the uprising. 

Opposition leader arrested: President Maaouiya Ould 
Sid’Ahmed Taya of Mauritania has been re-elected for a further 


six..years.with.66.7.per cent of_the. vote, according-to official . 


results from the election, Nov 7, which was denounced by the 
main opposition candidates as rigged. 


His main challenger, Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla, was 
arrested, Nov 9. The government accused him of plotting a coup. 


Ould Haidaila, a former army colonel, was military head of 
state of this desert country of 2.5 million people from 1980 to 
1984. He was overthrown by Ould Taya in a bloodless coup. 


Since then Ould Taya has ruled Mauritania with an iron hand, 
surviving several coup attempts, the most recent of which was 
in June. 


Over the past three months, Ould Haidalla had put together 
a broad coalition of interest groups that were determined to get 
rid of Ould Taya through the ballot box, despite opposition 
allegations of fraud in the two previous presidential elections in 
1992 and 1997. 


His supporters ranged from Islamic radicals, who have been 
persecuted by Ould Taya, to liberal reformers and former 
supporters of the incumbent head of state. 


According to official election results issued by the ministry of 
the interior, Nov 8, Ould Haidalla came second in the election 
with 18.7 per cent of the votes cast. His arrest at dawn the 
following morning came as no surprise. Earlier two of Ould 
Haidalla’s sons were detained by police and the government 
accused the opposition presidential candidate of plotting a coup. 
Ould Haidalla and at least four of his close associates were 
arrested briefly, Nov 6, hours before polling began. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
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MOROCCO 


a. UN Secretary-General welcomes repatria- 
tion of Moroccan PoWs: United Nations Secre- 
tary-General Kofi Annan, Nov 12, welcomed 
Western Saharan Frente Polisario’s release of 300 
Moroccan prisoners of war and their repatriation on 
November 8. - 


“The Secretary-General hopes that the Frente POLISARIO 
will expeditiously release all remaining prisoners, in accordance 
with the relevant Security Council resolutions and in compliance 
with international humanitarian law," spokesman Fred Eckhard 
said. 


“He also urges the parties to continue to cooperate with the 
ICRC to resolve the fate of all those unaccounted for since the 
beginning of the conflict", the spokesman said. 


The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) said 
it supervised the repatriation of 300 Moroccan prisoners of war 
released by the Polisario movement. 


The iCRC said in a statement the prisoners were released 
by Polisario, which is fighting for the independence of the 
Western Sahara, in the Algerian town of Tindouf and were flown 
back to Morocco, Nov 8. ICRC delegates, including two doctors, 
spoke to each prisoner in private to establish that they were 
returning on their free will, it added. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
MOZAMBIQUE 


---a--Policeman- who-- shot. demonstrator. -ar- 
rested: The policeman who shot dead a protestor, 
Virgilio Amade, who had once worked in the former 
German Democratic Republic (GDR), has been 
arrested and charged with murder. 


The former migrants (known colloquially as "Majermanes") 
had been holding regular demonstrations in Maputo, every 
Friday, demanding that the government pay them money they 
claim was sent from Germany to Maputo in the 1980s. On 
September 5, the demonstration degenerated into violence, as 
the Majermanes set tyres on fire, hurled stones, and made one 
of the city’s main thoroughfares impassable. 


As dense smoke from the tyres billowed over the area, some 
of the policemen fired, supposedly into the air, in order to 
disperse the protestors. 


During the shooting Amade was killed by what the police 
initially described as "a stray bullet". But the autopsy revealed 
that he had been hit at such close range that “an intention to 
kill" could be presumed. 


The Majermanes accused the commander of the Maputo 
seventh precinct, Samuel Faduco, of firing the fatal shot - but 
the police investigation found that the bullet had come from the 
pistol of Albitro Curva, who works with the police dog unit. 

Announcing the finding to the press, Nov 13, Maputo city 
police spokesman Abilio Quive said that Curva had fired two 
shots, one of which struck Amade in the head killing him instantly. 

Police officers arrested for drug trafficking: Three high 
ranking Mozambican police officers were arrested in the southern 
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province of Inhambane, over the weekend, accused of dealing 
in the illegal drug hashish, Noticias, reported, Nov 11. 


The three are the Inhambane director of the Criminal 
Investigation Police (PIC), Amade Hassane, the riot police 
commander, Tomas Troveja, and the riot police chief of logistics, 
Zeferino Zandamela. 


The arrests were ordered by one of the deputy general 
attorneys, who visited Inhambane. Inhambane provincia! attor- 
ney Herminio Chicanequico said that the arrests are the result 
of deep investigations conducted by the attorney's office in that 
province following denunciations by members of the public. The 
three were directly involved in the trafficking, both in Inhambane 
and in Maputo. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


NIGER 


a. Newspaper director sentenced to six 
months in jail: The director of an independent 
weekly newspaper in Niger has been sentenced to 
six months in prison for defamation after running an 
article that accused the government of awarding 
several contracts to its supporters without going 
through a competitive bidding process. 


Mamane Abou, director of the privately owned weekly 
newspaper Le Republicain, was arrested on November 5 and 
sentenced to six months in jail and fines totalling US $18,000 at 
a secret trial two days later. The offending article was published 
on July 17, and accused the government of making irregular 
payments worth about four billion CFA francs (US $7 million) to 
certain suppliers with close links to Prime Minister Hama 
Amadou. 


The New York-based Committee for the Protection of 
Journalists (CPJ) and Paris-based Reporters Sans Frontieres 
(RSF) have condemned the fact that neither Abou, nor his 
lawyers were present at the trial. The CPJ protested at the way 
Abou had been treated and called for his "immediate, uncondi- 
tional release." 


Three journalists arrested: Police authorities in Niger's 
southern town of Zinder, have arrested three journalists of the 
independent ANFANI FM radio station, the Media Foundation of 
West Africa (MFWA) said in a statement, Nov 13. 


The three, Amadou Mamoudou, Harouna Mato and the 
director of the station, Ismael Moutari were arrested on the arders 
of Abba Malam Boukar, the commissioner of Zinder, who 
accused them of broadcasting information on a conflict between 
farmers and cattle breeders in the area which resulted in some 
deaths. 


Mamoudou and Mato were reportedly released later, but 
police were still detaining Moutari maintaining that he should 
disclose the source of the information. 


“The Media Foundation of West Africa is deeply troubled by 
the incessant wave of arrests and intimidations of journalists in 
Niger,“ MFWA said. For the past two months, the Foundation 
had recorded over five attacks on the media in Niger ranging 
from closure orders to arrests and detentions. 
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Lately, the government of Niger has seemingly launched a 
crackdown on independent newspapers and radio stations, 
prompting cries of alarm from international media watchdog 
organisations, 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


NIGERIA 


a. Federal government warns against kidnap- 
ping Charles Taylor: The Nigerian Federal gov- 
ernment spoke tough, Nov 10, warning against any 
move to kidnap the former Liberian leader, Charles 
Taylor, currently in exile in Nigeria. 


Reacting to reports that the US government was offering $2 
million for the capture of Charles Taylor for the United Nations 
War Tribunal in Sierra Leone, the Federal government declared: 
“Anybody who comes into our country to try and kidnap any 
person would be running against the import of our laws and it 
would be a violation of the territorial integrity of our nation.” 


Senior special assistant to President Olusegun Obasanjo on 
Media, Mrs. Remi Oyo, told correspondents that Nigeria 
remained committed to the asylum it granted to Taylor and 
stands to defend its decision. 


She explained the circumstances that led to the asylum of 
Charlies Taylor in Nigeria, describing it as a product of wide 
consultation by President Obasanjo and leaders of the interna- 
tional community. She, therefore, said anybody could not 
intimidate the Nigerian government. 


She said: “Before Nigeria took a decision on behalf of 
humanity and people of Nigeria to offer asylum to President 
Charles Taylor of Liberia, the President conferred with key 
members of the international community and also in Africa and 
West Africa and the offer was basically on the need to save 
the people of Liberia from the carnage that were being visited 
on them and it was upon that, that the President went to 
Monrovia and offered the asylum and President Taylor 
accepted it. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


RWANDA 


a. Kigali, Windhoek and UN agency sign 
refugee pact: The governments of Rwanda and 
Namibia and the office of the UN High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) signed a tripartite 
agreement, Nov 6, on the voluntary repatriation of 
Rwandan refugees in Namibia. 


The signatories pledged to support the repatriation that is 
scheduled to begin in early 2004. The UNHCR said there are 
some 620 refugees living in camps and others who have settle 
elsewhere in Namibia. 


During the signing of the agreement in the Rwandan capital, 
Kigali, the parties outlined and assigned each other roles and 
responsibilities to ensure the success of the process. 

The Namibian government was mandated to ensure that the 
refugees were well informed about the security situation in 
Rwanda to enable them decide whether or not to repatriate. 


November 5—18, 2003 


On its part, the government of Rwanda would ensure that 
the refugees returned home in safety and dignity, and that it 
would sensitise the local populations of the areas in which the 
returnees would settle. 


"UNHCR will facilitate the return by providing support for 
travel as well as initial settlement," the agency reported in a 
statement issued after the signing of the agreement. 


25,000 Rwandans head home: The UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees is preparing about 25,000 Rwandan refugees living 
in camps in Uganda for repatriation. 


UNHCR's protection officer, Stephen Gonah, told the French 
News Agency recently that the process would start with an 
information campaign. 


“The UNHCR, along with the government of Uganda, have 
started with an information campaign in the camps to tell these 
people about the situation and we hope to have the first convoys 
leaving for Rwanda in December," he said. 


He said Rwandan officials would come to Uganda to assure 
the refugees that the situation back home is good. “We are using 
leaflets, video and audio tapes to pass on the message,” Gonah 
added. Rwandan foreign minister Charles Murigande told The 
Monitor, Nov 4, that a refugee repatriation committee is ready 
to receive the lot. 


"We have a refugee repatriation committee which will identify 
the destitute among the refugees and will immediately take care 
of their needs," he said. 


Rwandan refugees have come to Uganda at different times 
şince 1959. aaa maa aoa e ona a aaa 

Kagame welcomes return of Hutu rebels: The return, Nov 
45, of Rwandan Hutu rebels from the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo would help speed up the repatriation of more rebels 
remaining in the jungles of the vast central African nation, 
Rwandan President Paul Kagame said. 


"We are going to treat them in a manner that will encourage 
others to come," Kagame said after a meeting with the US 
ambassador at large for war crimes, Pierre Richard Prosper, in 
the capital, Kigali. 

Kagame said the government would explore ways of 
integrating the rebels into Rwandan society. "The fact that they 
made this decision is important and sets an example for others 
to follow," he told:reporters. 


Rebel commander Paul Rwarakabije, who was with 103 
fighters, surrendered, Nov 15, to the Tutsi-dominated Rwandan 
government when he arrived from the Congo. 

Rwarakabije’s movement, the Democratic Liberation Forces 
of Rwanda, has been based ‘in easten Congo for nine years. It 
was established following the flight of Hutu extremists to the 
Congo after the 1994 genocide in Rwanda. 


Prosper, who is on a Great Lakes visit to revive the US 
government's “rewards for justice" initiative, welcomed Rwarak- 
abije’s return. " 

The timing is good and the surrender is something that we 
hope sends a signal to people out there that they should 
re-evaluate their future to either voluntarily return or be arrested," 
Prosper said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
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SOMALIA 


a. UN Security Council extends mandate of 
political office: The UN Security Council has 
agreed to extend the mandate of the UN Political 
Office for Somalia (UNPOS) up to 2005. 


UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan had requested the council 
to maintain UNPOS's current budget through 2005, according 
to a UN press statement, No 18. 


in a letter to the council, Annan said that since its inception, 
UNPOS had been assisting his efforts to advance the cause of 
peace and reconciliation in Somalia, and that it was his intention 
to continue its activities for the next two years. 


Since it was established in 1995, UNPOS’s mandate has 
been extended every two years. 


UNPOS, along with international observers, has been 
assisting the regional Inter-Governmental Authority on Develop- 
ment's technical (now facilitation) committee in promoting the 
Somali peace process. 


Annan said he might submit a proposal to the council to 
adjust UNPOS’s mandate and expand its budget if he felt that 
a peace-building office should be set up in Somalia. 


b. Over 50 killed in fighting: Three days of 
heavy fighting in the northwest of Galgadud region 
has left at least 50 people dead and over 150 
wounded, local sources in the regional capital, 
Dusa-Mareb, said, Nov 17. 


.... The fighting broke out recently.between the Darod subclan 
of the Marehan and the Dir subclan of Fiqi Muhumud, and was 
concentrated in and around the village of Herale, some 80 km 
northwest of Dusa-Mareb, said Nur Mu'allim Dhere of the Dir. 


Herale village is populated by the Dir. According to Abdinasir 
Hashi of the Marehan clan, the current clashes were triggered 
by revenge killings for the death in May 2002 of a prominent 
Marehan businessman. 


But the ensuing escalation of violence was also attributed to 
disagreements over water and grazing in the area, another 
source from a neutral clan said. "It is more about water and 
grazing land right now. Herale is close to a good pasture area 
and water points are very close," he said. "Each group is trying 
to dislodge the other." 


The current clash between the two groups had been 
"exacerbated by the easy availability of heavy weapons and the 
terrain in which they are fighting", he added. 


c. Somali delegate collapses, dies in Nairobi: 
Delegates to the Somali peace talks in Nairobi were 
gripped by fear, Nov 16, after one of their colleague 
died in mysterious circumstances. 


Dr Ahmed Rashid Sheikh Mohammed, collapsed and died 
at about 7am in the compound of the venue of the talks at the 
Kenya College of Communication and Technology (KCCT), 
Mbagathi. Mohammed was a member of the Somali Constitu- 
tional Charter Committee. The incident comes hardly three 
weeks after another delegate, a businessman and their driver, 
were executed by hired gunmen and their bodies dumped in 
Ngong’s Ololua forest. 
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Former Wajir West legislator, Adan Keynan and a city 
businessman were arrested in connection with the murder and 
are yet to be arraigned in court. 

Police, Nov 6, were investigating the death of the delegate, 
who is a representative of the Digil/Mirifle and a pioneer of the 
Somali peace talks in Eldoret. 

The body, dressed in a navy blue track suit jacket, a loin 
cloth and sandals lay, on a concrete walkway between two tents 
near the dining hall. 


The KCCT kitchen staff told police that they saw Dr 
Mohammed stumbling along a concrete walkway before he fell 
down. When he tried to stand up again, he hit his chin against 
a dustbin and started bleeding. Mohammed later developed 
breathing difficulties and died as they tried to resuscitate him. 

d. Drought threatens thousands of nomads: 
The lives of thousands of people and their livestock 
in northern Somalia are threatened by a four-year 
drought, and they are in urgent need of humanitarian 
assistance, the UN has warned. 


According to the UN's Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs-Somalia (OCHA-S), more than 90,000 of 
the 650,000 people in the Sool Plateau are facing starvation. 


. The current drought in Sool Plateau and Gebi Valley, 
Somalia, is the worst in living memory, according to a recent 
inter-agency assessment of 10 villages and other sites in the 
area," OCHA said. "For four years, rains have either partially or 
completely failed." 

“The situation will certainly continue to deteriorate," Kelly 
David-Toweh, the deputy chief of the OCHA-S, said, Nov 17. 

A press statement issued by the UN agency said that the 
mortality rate of camels - the area's economic mainstay - was 
over 80 per cent, while the surviving camels were failing to 
reproduce. "Milk production had plummeted and the drought-in- 
duced infertility meant that the herds would not recover," 
OCHA-Somalia said. 

"AS a result, we will start to see large-scale migrations to 
urban areas, further livestock deaths and possibly even human 
deaths. To avert a serious humanitarian disasier, immediate 
assistance is required,” David-Toweh said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Deadline for. forex amnesty extended: The 
foreign-exchange amnesty deadline will be ex- 
tended till the end of February 2004, to give 
applicants more time to work out the tax implications 
of their complex financial structures, it was reported, 
Nov 13. 

The amnesty commenced on June 1 and the deadline was 
the end of November, but because of late changes to the amnesty 
regulations the national treasury believed more time was needed. 

The ambit of the amnesty regime was broadened in 
September to include loop structures and offshore inheritances. 

National treasury chief director Martin Grote said the changes 
were made very late and arose from consultations with offshore 
tax consultants. 
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"The loop structures are apparently the most complex and 
also have the most value in them, so we want to extend the 
period to maximise the work done and to bring those assets 
onshore again," he said. 


Finance minister Trevor Manuel said at a media briefing that 
5791 amnesty applications had come in by November 6. From 
an initially siow pace, they were now streaming into the amnesty 
unit at the rate of 300 a day, which caused some strain. 


Grote said the increase in the number of applications was a 
positive sign. "This is an indication that there is big interest in 
this amnesty. If the number of applications were declining 
continuously this would mean there was not much left out there." 


Neither Manuel nor Grote would disclose the value of assets 
for which amnesty was sought. 


Kristin McCiarty, a tax expert at Deloitte & Touche, said the 
extension would take pressure off professional advisers: "Many 
had taken the decision not to take on additional clients”. 


She said no clarity had been provided regarding an extension 
of the circular released by the South African Reserve Bank. It 
made provision for concessions relating to the amnesty, including 
the unwinding of loop structures. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


SUDAN 


a. Government, Darfur rebels extend cease- 
fire: The government of Sudan and the rebel group 
Operating in Darfur, the Sudan Liberation Move- 
ment/Army (SLM/A), extended a ceasefire agree- 
ment for one month, Nov 4, in the Chadian town 
of Abeche. 


The SLM/A spokesman, Ahmad Abd ail-Shafi, ‘said that 
although the agreement had been renewed, key issues still had ` 
not been resolved. Nevertheless, a committee comprising 
representatives from the Chadian government - which is 
mediating peace talks between the two sides - the Sudanese 
government and the SLM/A would continue to meet, he said. 


A ceasefire agreement between the two sides expired on 
October 18. Abd al-Shafi said the SLM/A group had a number 
of demands which were not being addressed by the government. 
Most importantly, it wanted international observers present at 
the peace talks and on the ground to monitor the ceasefire; the 
disarmament of the Arab militias in Darfur; recognition that the 
SLM/A is a political movement and not a group of 'bandits'; and 
the equitable sharing of Sudan's resources in all areas, including 
Darfur. 


Muhammad Ahmad Dirdeiry, Sudan’s deputy ambassador to 
Kenya, said that Chad was mediating the talks, and that there 
was no need to involve other countries. "Our position is that we 
don't need to internationalise the issue," he said. 


b. 31 killed in alms melee: Thirty one people 
were killed and 46 others injured in the northeastern 
city of Port Sudan when a crowd rushed to collect 
charity donations. 

Red Sea State health minister Sadek al-Milaik said scores 
of the-poor ‘rushed to collect zakat—or Islamic alms—being 
distributed by an association of benevolent businessmen. 
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"The place was too small for the crowd of the poor people, 
many of them beggars, a situation that resulted in the death of 
31 people of suffocation," Milaik said, Nov 8. 


He said that among the dead were 16 women and 10 children. 
He added that a "large number" of people had gathered to receive 
the alms. Zakat is a pillar of Islam. It is the amount of money 
that the rich should pay in charity every year. 


(SOURCE: Deccan Herald, Bangalore and East African, Nairobi) 


SWAZILAND 


a. King appoints ’business-minded’ PM: 
Themba "AT" Diamini was appointed as Swaziland’s 
new prime minister, Nov 14. 


King Mswati |l! made the announcement to his 
subjects at the Ludzidzini royal cattle enclosure. 
Before his appointment, Diamini was the managing 
director of Tibiyo, a royal holding company. He 
served in this position for more than 10 years. 


As head of Tibiyo, he managed the king’s businesses, which 
included the king’s treasury. Before joining Tibiyo, he was the 
project manager at the Swaziland Industrial Development 
Corporation , a parastatal tasked to solicit both international and 
domestic investments. Dlamini has also been the chairman of 
both the Swaziland Royal Sugar Corporation and Illovo Swaz- 
iland, a South African-based sugar production company. 


An insider said he was "a very business-minded person" and 
that he would "definitely be welcomed by the business sec- 
tor". This sentiment was shared by the general secretary of the 
banned opposition People’s United Democratic Movement , 
Bonginkhosi Dlamini, though he said he did not expect any 
political changes. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


UGANDA 


a. Rebels kill 12 in Lira district: Ugandan Lord’s 
Resistance Army (LRA) rebels bludgeoned to death 
12 people in the northern Lira district, Nov 18, 
including nine abducted children they were moving 
with, army sources said. 


The attacks follow intense LRA operations in Lira recently in 
which up to 100 people were reported to have been killed, forcing 
some 300,000 to flee their homes. 


"This latest attack happened about 10 km from Lira town 
towards Kitgum,” army spokesman Maj. Shaban Bantariza said. 


"They came and killed three ilocal youths and then turned 
their weapons on the nine abductees they had held captive. All 
were killed by bashing them to death." Bantariza said the army 
did not have enough local defence forces to prevent ali the 
attacks in Lira. "We have enough mobile forces but we need 
more zonal forces to counter the threat," he stressed. 


But he added that the army had stepped up security in the 
area. The latest LRA killings come as local government officials 
are reported to be overwhelmed by the massive increase in 
displaced people since the rebel group stepped up its campaign. 
The mayor of Lira town, Peter Owiny, was quoted in the 
state-owned New Vision daily as saying, "the influx [of displaced 
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people] is beyond our control. We cannot offer them basic 
requirments like food, medical care or shelter’. 


300,000 displaced in Lira: Over 300,000 people have been 
internally displaced in Lira municipality as a result of insecurity 
in the sub-counties in the district, it was reported, Nov 18. 


The municipality mayor, Peter Owiny, said this at the opening 
of the high court criminal session in Lira recently. 


He said the municipality previously has a population of 
90,000 people but the number was increasing due to migrations 
from the villages. He said the municipality could not offer to the 
displaced the basic needs like food, shelter, medical care, and 
education. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Obasanjo meets Mugabe: Nigerian President 
Olusegun Obasanjo held talks with the Zimbabwean 
President, Robert Mugabe in Harare, Nov 17, on 
Zimbabwe's exclusion from Commonwealth. 


Zimbabwe's state media has speculated that Obasanjo might 
extend a last minute invitation for Mugabe to attend the Dec 5-8 
meeting in Nigeria of the 54-nation Commonwealth, but neither 
leader indicated if any decision was made at their talks. 


The Commonwealth suspended Zimbabwe's membership 
after the disputed and violent presidential election in March, 
2002. Britain, Australia and New Zealand have indicated they 
might boycott the meeting if Mugabe attends. 


Obasanjo also met the opposition leader, Morgan Tsvangirai, 
it was reported. Tsvangirai, leader of the Movement for 
Democratic Change, refused to comment on the 40-minute 
meeting. 

"You had better go and talk to President Obasanjo," he said 
to waiting journalists. 


b. Zimbabwe’s debt hits Z600 bn: Zimbabwe's 
domestic debt has ballooned to more than Z600bn, 
as government borrowed heavily from the private 
sector to prop up ailing parastatais and finance 
subsidies on grain and fuel, it was reported, Nov 5. 


Major state-owned enterprises, particularly the National Oil 
Company of Zimbabwe, the Grain Marketing Board, the 
Zimbabwe Iron and Steel Company and Air Zimbabwe were 
cited by the finance ministry as the biggest contributors to the 
domestic debt. 


in a move to sustain the controversial land reform pro- 
gramme, government is subsidising the price of fuel to resettled 
farmers as well as grain and wheat purchases from them through 
the Grain Marketing Board, thus incurring a heavy deficit. 


The deficit in turn is being financed by heavy borrowing from 
the private sector through the issue of state-guaranteed grain 
bills, agrobonds and petrofin bills. 

On Nov 4, government went to the market for Z10bn to 
finance fuel procurement for the national oil company, which ran 
out of stocks. 

The finance ministry's permanent secretary, Nicholas Ncube, 
told a meeting of industry and commerce leaders in Bulawayo 
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recently that much of the borrowing was in favour of recurrent 
expenditure at the expense of capital and infrastructure devel- |" 


opment. He said most parastatals were recording losses due 
to mismanagement and their failure to charge econamically 
viable prices. 


c. Armed robberies rise: A total of 323 armed 
robberies were committed in Harare between Janu- 
ary and October 2003, compared to 276 cases 
during the same period 2002, amid rising concern 
over the proliferation of guns in the country. 


There has been a notable increase in the frequency of violent 
and often fatal armed robberies, carjacking and thefts involving 
the use of firearms. Recently, police recovered three guns - two 
.303s and a revolver - at a house in Epworth. 


Police have so far in 2003 canfiscated at least 200 small 
arms and these comprise Uzis, CZ pistols, 303 rifles, AK-47s 


and automatic rifles. AK-47s, Uzis and other automatic rifles 


cannot be legally-licensed to civilians and most of the confiscated 
firearms have been used in criminal activities. 


Most of the arms are suspected to have been smuggled into 
the country from neighbouring countries like South Africa and 
Mozambique which have a high frequency of crimes involving 
the use of firearms. Detective Sergeant Samuel Chikore said 
there had been a notable increase in the number of crimes 
involving firearms since 1995, with a sharp surge of violent crime 
in the past three years. 


"There has been an increase in the number of crimes 
involving the use of firearms in the past three years and we 
suspect that there is a lot of arms trafficking through our borders. 
Most of the arms have absolutely no records," said chief 
inspector Obert Maida said. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, New Delhi and Independent, Harare) 


Vanishing Wildlife of Zimbabwe 


one of Africa's grandest showcases of wild 
animals. 
These days, it is exhibit A in the unfolding story of their 
destruction. 


On a recent steamy morning, perhaps 60 elephants staged 
a competition at the Nyamandiovu watering hole, jockeying 
frantically to get a drink of water—not from the watering hole, a 
porridge of mud and flopping, dying fish, but from a trickling pipe 
at the hole’s edge. 


During Hwange’s long, bone-dry winter, more than two dozen 
pumps supply almost all the water to thousands of animals. But 
Zimbabwe's government had neither enough fuel to run them 
nor spare parts to repair the many that were broken. 


The scene was but a small element in what Colin Gillies, a 
wildlife expert with a private groups, calls “an unholy slaughter" 
of one of southern Africa's most varied stocks of wildlife. It is 
the product of three years of economic collapse, corruption and 
decaying civil order in a nation where the government is 
encouraging squatters and political allies to seize commercial 
farms and game preserves. 


Hunting and tourism once pumped millions of dollars into 
Zimbabwe's economy each year, sustaining wildlife management 
programmes on millions of acres of private scrubland too arid 
or rocky for commercial farming, but ideal for photographic 
safaris and big-game hunts. Zimbabwe's decision to confiscate 
most of that land from its white owners, and then to redistibute 


| wange National Park, Zimbabwe's largest, was 


it to peasants and political supporters, has had an unexpected 
result: thousands of hungry families on land too poor to support 
crops have turned to poaching as their prime sources of food 
and income. As many as two-thirds of the animals on Zimbabwe's 
game farms and wildlife conservancies have been wiped out. 


The situation in parks is less dire, according to activists. 
Some charge that in a few parks, as many as 40 per cent of 
the big-game animals have been poached or illegally hunted 
down, but other local conservationists say that damage has been 
mostly confined to scattered species like impala trapped for their 
meat. No one disputed that thousands of animals have been 
lost, including significant numbers of species like rhinos and wild 
dogs that were already severely endangered. 


No one disagrees that the losses are continuing, despite the 
first belated efforts by Zimbabwe’s government recently to rein 
in profiteering in wildlife by some of its own officials. 


“There were around 5,000 buffaloes as of three months ago, 
when we got run off,” H A de Vries, 69, said of the 400,000-acre 
wildlife conservancy he partly owned in eastern Zimbabwe, 
bordering Hwange National Park. "“Impala—thousands and 
thousands. Kudu, thousands. Elephants, 500 or 600. There was 
lion research going on there, wild dog research”. 


"I'd be surprised if there are 20 per cent of the animals left," 
he said. 


—Michael Wines in New York Times, reproduced in Asian Age, 
New Delhi, Nov 8 
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ANGOLA 


a. Angolans oniy have right of access to 
land: The Cabinet Council approved, Nov 28, the 
new land Bill which outlines the general basis for 
the juridical regime of the land that is part of the 
ownership of the state. 


The Bill also outlines the rights on land possession, the 
exercise of ownership, its transmision and extinction of rights, 
as stated in a press communique, issued after the Cabinet 
Councils meeting that was chaired by the head of state, Jos 
Eduardo dos Santos. 


The note expiains that the regulations on the Bill are to be 
applied for rural and urban plots of land over which the state 
has some land possession rights, excluding the land which, 
legally, must not be of private utilisation or ownership. 


The Bill which is still to be ar proved by the National Assembly 
was object of wide discussion by society, both in the media and 
in meetings and lectures all over the country. 


The minister for urbanism and environment, Virg- lip | Fontes 
Pereira, said that the approval of the Bill came at “a very 
opportune time". 


Henceforth, said the minister, the land in Angola, will be 
originally a possession of the state which will follow the regime 
of both pubiic and private domains, through the land possession 
rights consecrated in the project. 


Virg-lio Fontes Pereira stressed that the land is for Angolans, 
which mean that "ihe exercise of the right to have access to it 
{the land) in any of tne modalities, (..) should be restricted to 
national citizens". 


b. Fire kills 12 in Luanda: Twelve people were 
killed and another 20 were injured due to burns from 
120 fires recorded in the Angolan capital Luanda 
by the Provincial Fire Services between July and 
October 2003. 


Carelessness, cooking gas leaks, free fire and electric 
short circuits, were pointed out as the main causes’ -of the 


fires, which mainly affected houses in the capital's high 


density suburbs. 
To reduce the number of fires, the Fire Fight Services’ Wil 


strengthen awareness campaigns in areas considered risk- `- $. 


prone. 


The Fire Fight Services celebrated its anniversary on 
November 30. 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 





BURUNDI 


a. Rebel group joins government in cabinet 
reshuffie: Burundian President Domitien Nday- 
izeye reshuffled his cabinet, Nov 23, to incorporate 
the country’s largest rebel faction, the Conseil 
National pour la Defense de la Democratie-Forces 
Nationales pour la Defense de la Democratie 
(CNDD-FDD) led by Pierre Nkurunziza. 


In a decree, Ndayizeye named Nkurunziza as minister of 
state for good governance, making him the third senior most 
state figure after the President and Vice-President. Both the 
President and the Vice-President must consult the governance 
minister on matters concerning state security and government 
appointments. 


The reshuffle follows a government-CNDD-FDD power 
sharing agreement that was signed on November 16, in 
Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania. 


Ndayizeye also named three other CNDD-FDD members into 
his cabinet: interior minister Simon Nyandwi, communications 
minister and government spokesman Onesime Nduwimana and 
public works minister Salvator Ntahomenyereye. 


In accordance with the power sharing agreement, the 
CNDD-FDD is aiso due to get 40 per cent of posts in the army 
staff and 35 per cent in the police. It will have two posts in the 
bureau of the parliament and be represented by 15 members of 
parliament. 


A date for the swearing-in of the new ministers has not been 
announced. The three-year transitional government was estab- 
lished in Burundi following the signing of the Arusha accord for 
peace and reconciliation on August 28, 2000, allowing for two 
18-month phases under which the country would be led by a 
Tutsi and Hutu respectively. 


[Background Info. Burundi, page 1201:a] 


b. UN team to lobby for aid to Bujumbura: At 
the end of a six-day mission to Burundi, members 
of a delegation of the UN Economic and Social 
Council (ECOSOC) piedged, Nov 25, to lobby 
donors to resume aid to the country, saying peace 
had been restored. 


. "Burundi needs help, nelp for cantonment, help for health 
and help for the people who are returning from other countries; 
and this help is now possible because now we have a global 
agreement, now we have peace,” Shadrack Kumalo, ECOSOC 
representative for South Africa and head of delegation, said. 
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He told reporters in the capital, Bujumbura, that during their 
visit, the delegates had met senior government officials, civil 
society representatives and other stakeholders who all said the 
transitional government of Burundi urgently needed aid to help 
it stabilise. 


"We promised that we will go back to the friends of Burundi, 
the ones who used to give aid to Burundi and stopped because 
of war, and convince them that now the situation has changed; 
there is peace almost everywhere in Burundi, and the govern- 
ment is ready to receive the aid now that the people are returning 
from exile and from refugee camps," he said. He added that aid 
promised to Burundi by Paris and Geneva conferences in 2000 
and 2001 had not been forthcoming, because there was no peace 
agreement that incorporated many Burundian groups. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Peacekeeper killed as he rescues girl from 
gang rape: Armed robbers killed a Chadian soldier 
serving with the Economic and Monetary Commu- 
nity of Central African States (CEMAC) peacekeep- 
ing force when his squad attempted to rescue a 
14-year-old girl from rape, Nov 23, in a suburb of 
Bangui, an Official said. 

Ngueubla Etienne was in the 10-man squad that had gone 
to rescue the family of a gendarmerie officer whose home was 
under armed attack by the robbers, the commander in chief of 
the CEMAC force, Rear-Adml Martin Mavoungou, said, Nav 24. 

The robbers ambushed the soldiers on their wey to 
gendarmerie’s home, near the Ngola caitle market at about 3 
a.m. 


"As the place was not accessible by vehicles the soldiers 


had to walk to reach the scene of the attack," Mavoungou said. 
He said the two turbaned’ robbers who were raping the 
gendarme’s daughter wore a mixture of civilian and military 
clothes. He added that no other soldier was wounded and that 
none of the robbers had been arrested. Investigations have been 
launched into the attack, he said. 


This was the third gang-rape incident by armed men in 
Bangui within a month. On October 28, five CAR soldiers 
gang-raped a woman in another suburb. The five have since 
been dismissed from the army and are to be put on trial. 


State-owned Radio Centrafrique reported another gang rape, 
Nov 20, by five armed men in Bangui’s Boeing suburb. It is not 
clear if the rapists were soldiers. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


CONGO 


a. Brazzaville, Pretoria establish joint coop- 
eration commission: In an effort to strengthen 
bilateral relations between their two countries, the 
foreign ministers of the Republic of Congo and 
South Africa signed, Nov 25, an agreement provid- 
ing for the establishment of a joint cooperation 


commission "in various fields of common interest". - 
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According to a joint communique issued, Nov 26, South 
Africa's minister of foreign affairs, Nkosazana Diamini-Zuma, and 
Congo's minister of foreign affairs, co-operation and the 
Francophonie, Rodolphe Adada, agreed they would "do their 
utmost to strengthen and diversify their bilateral relations”. 


During meetings in the Congolese capital, Brazzaville, both 
ministers hailed the installation of the transitional government in 
neighbouring Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) and 
“progress made in establishing lasting peace”. 


With regard to another Congolese neighbour, the Central 
African Republic (CAR), the ministers "reaffirmed their support 
for an all-inclusive political dialogue as a means for a durable 
solution" to that country’s problems, following six months of civil 
war that culminated in the overthrow of President Ange-Felix 
Patasse on March 15. 


Also discussed was the Great Lakes conference in 2004, 
which the ministers said presented "an opportunity for discussing 
problems faced by countries in the region, and developing a 
comprehensive approach to their resolution". 


b. Ebola death toll rises 18: Health authorities 
in Brazzaville, capital of the Republic of Congo, 
said, Nov 26, that 18 people had died of Ebola, 
since the latest outbreak of the haemorrhagic fever 
on October 31. 


in its latest bulletin, the ministry of health said the deaths, 
from 36 cases, had occurred in the district of Mbomo. 


It said 15 of the deaths occurred in the locality of Mbomo, 
and the others in Mbanza, 15 km away. The current outbreak 
of the disease occurred when a family ate the meat of a dead 
wild boar found in the forest. 


The World Health Organization reported, Nov 25, that its 
Africa subregional epidemic response team for West Africa, staff 
from the WHO Country Office in Brazzaville and Medecins Sans 
Frontieres-Holland continued to support the ministry of health in 
Mbombo. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


CONGO (DR) 


a. 200 die in boat accident: Tragedy struck the 
Democratic Republic of Congo as more than 200 
ney died after a boat accident during a storm on 

ov 28. 


Divers have recovered only 163 bodies. 


The accident happened about .400 kilometres north-east of 
the capital, Kinshasha where boats are notorious for overcrowd- 
ing and poor maintenance. 


One survivor said he only escaped by holding onto a barrel 
after two fishing vessels tied together, split apart. "! saw people 
on the roof and the boat's huli. When the boat split, everyone 
fell in the water, searching for something to hold onto," Bienvenue 
Mwanku, a passenger, said near the crash site. 

The boat capsized just 300 metres from shore, said a local 
Red Cross worker. It happened, Nov 28, but news only reached 
Kinshasa late Nov 29, due to poor communications. Some 100 
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people are still missing. The owner, Ntomba Nzondo, said that 
120 people had already been buried. 


Didier Bontange, a doctor of the French aid agency Medecins 
Sans Frontieres who happened to be there when the disaster 
occurred, is now coordinating the relief effort with the support of 
some students of a local medical school. 


He said that the survivors are in desperate need of help. 
A United Nations helicopter has flown over the lake to access 
the exact needs, but humanitarian personnel on board said 
that they could only see floating wreckage and bundles of 
traders’ goods. 


b. Kigali, Kinshasa reaffirm repatriation deal: 
The governments of the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo and Rwanda, Nov 2/7, reaffirmed their 
commitment to complete the repatriation of Rwan- 
dan Interahamwe militia and former soldiers in the 
Congo within a year. 


South African President Thabo Mbeki hosted the summit on 
the UN Third Party Verification Mechanism (TPVM), which was 
established after the signing of an agreement on July 30, 2002 
between the Congo and Rwanda on the withdrawal of Rwandan 
troops from Congolese territory and the dismantling of the 
interahamwe and former Rwandan Armed Forces. 


Besides Congolese President Joseph Kabila and Rwanda’s 
Paul Kagame, Joaquim Chissano of Mozambique attended the 
summit in his capacity as chairperson of the African Union (AU). 
The special representative of the UN Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan to the DRC, Willlam Swing, attended the summit on behalf 
of the verification body. 


The verification mechanism was set up following the signing 
of the DRC-Rwanda agreement, known as the Pretoria Agree- 
ment, under which the UN Secretary-General and the South 
African government were assigned the responsibility of the Third 
Party. 


It was established to act as the secretariat of the Third Party 
and mandated to monitor and verify the implementation of the 
agreement. ù 


During the summit, Nov 27, the leaders evaluated the work 
done by the verification mechanism, and noted that while much 
had been achieved, a lot of work still needed to be done. 


c. President reinstates 315 magistrates: Presi- 
dent Joseph Kabila , Nov 25, reinstated 315 
magistrates sacked en masse in 1998 for striking 
over pay and independence of the judiciary. 


The decision to reinstate them was contained in a presidential 
decree, which was one of the long-term outcomes of the 
inter-Congolese dialogue that ushered in a government of 
national unity after years of civil war. 


The magistrates’ union, which had called the strike, wel- 
comed the decision. However, it rejected the government's offer 
of US $100 a month as starting pay for a magistrate with a $10 
increment for each grade above the entry level. The magistrates 
are demanding $950 per month as starting pay. 
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"We wonder if the government is really serious, because its 
offer seems to us a mockery," Sambayi Mutenda Lukusa, the 
chairman of the union, said. 


The striking magistrates said improved salaries was one of 
the necessary steps towards ensuring their independence and 
that regular pay would enable them to avoid the pitfalls of 
corruption, which had ostensibly been the reason for their 
dismissal. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


EGYPT 


a. Militants give up guns, wield the pen: When 
Islamic militants massacred 58 foreign tourists in 
Egypt's Valley ofthe Kings in 1997, their organiza- 
tion promised more violence would follow. 


Instead, leaders of al-Gama’s al-Islamiya, whose members 
carried out the Luxor attack, have taken to the printing press to 
renounce violence, condemn the Al-Qaeda and ditch the idea 
that taking state power is the key to making Egypt more devout, 
it was reported, Dec 1. 


"There should not be anyone in our ranks who thinks about 
restarting the wheel of violence again," wrote al-Gama’s leaders, 
who first called for a ceasefire before the 1997 Luxor attack even 
as some members pledged to fight on. 


One of their books, published in September under the title 
“River of Memories", lays out a radical shift in the ideas of the 
largest group to-take -part in-a-bloody insurgency that cost the 
lives of 1,200 people in the 1990s and which aimed to set up a 
strict Islamic order. 


Some analysts say their rejection of violence might help tame 
radicals outside Egypt, in the same way that Egyptian 20th 
century extremists inspired militants such as Saudi-born Osama 
Bin Laden or his Egyptian aide Ayman al-Zawahri. 


"Al-Gama's leaders are well known and respected in the Arab 
world. When such people publish new arguments, it will affect 
some of their friends in other Arab countries,” militant Islam 
expert Diaa Rashwan said. That could offer hope to others, like 
Saudi Arabia, facing a wave of militancy blamed on Al-Qaeda. 


But Al-Gama’s message of moderation has drawn scorn from 
some Islamists, including Bin Laden. Some of them say the 
government co-opted the group's leaders during their years in 
prison. 


(SORUCE: Times of India, New Delhi) 


ERITREA 


a. Libyan leader urged to help break 
deadlock: Libyan leader Colonel Muammar Gad- 
dafi has been urged to help break the deadlock 
in the stalled Ethiopia-Eritrea peace process, 
diplomats said, Nov 24. 


The Libyan leader could help overcome the current impasse 
between the two countries, according to diplomatic sources close 
to the peace process. 
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Construction of the Ethiopia-Eritrean border has been put 
on hold amidst wrangling over the ruling issued by an 
independent commission set up as part of the peace ceal to 
resolve the crisis. 


Ethiopia has been urging dialogue but Eritrea has said it will 
only engage in talks once delayed demarcation of the 1,000-km 
frontier has been completed. 


According to the sources, Gaddafi enjoys good relations with 
both Eritrean President Isayas Afewerki and Ethiopian Prime 
Minister Meles Zenawi. 


Earlier, he met Meles during a summit held by the African 
Union (AU) in Addis Ababa, before flying to Asmara for talks 
with President Isayas. 


And recently Mozambican President Joaquim Chissano, the 
current chairman the AU, met Gaddafi in Tripoli. Isayas was also 
present in the Libyan capital. 


Also, the Eritrea-Ethiopia Boundary Commission (EEBC) met 
representatives of Ethiopia and Eritrea in The Hague recently 
for discussions on the impasse. 


In a statement, the EEBC said it would release details on 
tne “outcome of the meeting", held on November 19, in a report 
to UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan. 


b. Envoy recalled from AU over border 
dispute: Eritrea withdrew its Ethiopia-based am- 
bassador from the African Union (AU); Nov 20, in 
protest against the unresolved border dispute 
between the two countries. 7 : 


According to a foreign ministry statement, the government 
expressed indignation over the AU's "failure to adhere to its own 
charter and enforce its own treaties". The AU is one of the 
guarantors of the 2000 Algiers peace agreement which officially 
ended the border war between the sides. 


Eritrea said the AU should be “putting pressure or taking 
disciplinary action" against Ethiopia, which Asmara accuses of 
violating the peace accord. 


Ethiopia has rejected elements of an independent boundary 
ruling which places the village of Badme - where the war flared 
up - in Eritrea. Demarcation of the border has now been put on 
hold indefinitely. 


"It is hard to understand why the AU, which is based in the 
Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa, prefers to keep silent and act 
irresponsibly,” the Eritrean statement said. . 

“In such a situation, the Eritrean government, with deep 
regret, has no option but to withdraw its ambassador from the 
AU.” 

Desmond Orjiako, spokesman for the African Union, said he 
was unable to comment because they had not :eceived official 
confirmation from the Eritrean government. 

But senior sources within the AU expressed surprise at the 
move and insisted they were playing a key role in helping to 
‘resolve the crisis. 

(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 
(Background Info. Eritrea, page 1203:aj 
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ETHIOPIA 


a. Ethiopian envoy lauds US efforts in peace 
talk with Eritrea: Ethiopian ambassador to the US, 
Kassahun Ayele has said he is heartened by recent 
diplomatic efforts on the part of the United States 
that may make the resumption of two-way peace 
talks possible. 


"We are grateful that the State Department has taken the 
initiative to travel between the two capitals [Addis Ababa and 
Asmara] talking to the leaders of the two countries to find a 
solution to the impasse,” Kassahun told the Washington File 
during a November 3 interview in his office in Ethiopian 
embassy in Wasnhintgon. 


To help restart negotiations between the two countries, the 
Department of State sent veteran diplomat and former U.S. 
ambassador to Djibouti Donald Yamamoto to the Horn of Africa 
in October to discuss the border stalemate with officials in both 
Eritrea and Ethiopia. 


Yamamoto’s visit was “very important," Kassehun said, 
"because when two countries are stuck they need support and 
encouragement by such parties that were interested from the 
very beginning in the peace process." 


_ According to Kassahun, American diplomats "are trying to 
play the role of a facilitator. 


And from what | know has taken place on our side, we seem 
to have a similar view of how to go about the problem, that is, 
to carry Out a dialogue; a diplomatic discussion between the two 
countries in the presence of facilitators, such as the peace 
guarantors, which include the United States, the UN and the 
European Union. 


With such a dialogue we think we could find a solution to 
the impasse." 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 
[Background Info. Ethiopia, page 1180:a] 


GAMBIA 


a. Ambassador to Libya expelled: The 
Gambian envoy to the Libyan Arab Jamahiriyya has 
been expelled from Tripoli, three months after he 
was embarassingly caught smuggling gold through 
airport customs, sources told The independent 
recently. 


According to reliable information from individuals connected 
to the Libyan mission in Banjul Mohammed Jammeh was 
expelled from Libya recently after the Libyan authorities found 
he was wanted over an incident at Tripoli International Airport 
when he was caught “red handed” smuggling some bars of gold 
into Libya in transit to a third country. 


Confidential Libyan customs documents in Arabic translated 
into English and ‘teaked to -The Independent in September 
revealed that while he was returning to his Tripoli post on July. 
Jammeh had on August 4 disembarked at the Tripoli International 
Airport carrying bags carrying gold. 
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Jammeh had hoped for a quiet return to his post but that 
was not to be because as soon as he disembarked from Italy 
the contraband items were seized by the Libyan customs officials 
who felt that he was misusing his diplomatic status. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


GUINEA 


a. More army officers arrested: An unknown 
number of army officers and rank-and-file soldiers 
were arrested in the interior of Guinea in a wave of 
arrests which began, Nov 26, in the capital 
Conakry, security sources said. 


Several.dozen soldiers and junior officers have been detained 
in the sweep, which was extended to personnel serving in the 
provincial towns of Labe, Kankan and N’zerekore, they added. 


The government has not so far commented on the wave of 
arrests, which began three weeks after President Lansana Conte 
warned the army in a speech against plotting a coup to oust 
him. 

Conte, who is now 69 and in poor health, came to power in 
a military coup 19 years ago. The President is seeking a further 
seven-year term as head of state in elections on December 21. 


All the main opposition parties have boycotted the poil in 
protest at Conte's refusal to appoint a genuinely independent 
electoral commission and allow opposition candidates free 
access to state television and radio. 


b. Opposition hits out at security minister: 
Guinea’s umbrella opposition coalition, the Repub- 
lican Front for Democratic Change (FRAD), has 
attacked the security minister, Aboubacar Sampil, 
accusing him of trying to crush the opposition. 


FRAD's attack on Sampi! came at a news conference in 
Conakry, Nov 18. It was the opposition's first press encounter 
since the Supreme Court approved just one candidate to 
challenge President Lansana Conte in the presidential elections 
in December and since the brief detention of opposition leader 
Jean-Marie Dore: 


Ba Mamadou, FRAD chairman and head of the opposition 
Guinean Union of Democratic Forces (UFDG), said Dore’s arrest 
was the second time a politician had been arrested on the 
instructions of the security minister because they had expressed 
their views publicly. Mamadou pointed to the arrest of his UFDG 
deputy, Ba Oury, after he had declared that Guinea no longer 
had a government. 


"Sampi! has turned this country into a police state, to the 
extent of usurping the functions of the judiciary", Ba Mamadou 
told journalists. He accused the minister of aiming to break the 
opposition, warning: “he himself should be prepared for the 
consequences." 

FRAD formally declared their suppoit for striking teachers 
and bank workers, whose strike action entered its second day, 
Nov 18, and which is already taking its toll on customers. 

It insisted that presidential election set for December 21 be 
postponed by Conte, saying the head of state knew the electoral 
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procedures adopted were not normal. If the elections were not 
postponed, the opposition said, it would plan a strategy to disrupt 
the poli. Jean-Marie Dore used the news conference to thank 
all those who showed solidarity with him during his recent 
encounter with the police. He was released from custody, Nov 
15, after being arrested earlier. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Guinea, page 1204:a] 


IVORY COAST 


a. French peacekeepers clash with govern- 
ment troops: French peacekeepers in Ivory Coast 
clashed with a unit of about 100 government troops 
that entered the demilitarised zone, Nov 30, dam- 
aging a tank and injuring several ivorian soldiers, 
a well-informed military source said. 


The ivorian soldiers were accompanying a group of 200 
civiliari supporters of President Laurent Gbagbo who had stated 
their intention to march from the town of Mbahiakro, close to the 
frontline, into rebel territory to "liberate" the rebel capital Bouake, 
92 km away, he added. 


Following the clash, a group of Ivorian soldiers interrupted 
state radio and television programmes, Nov 30, to demand the 
sacking of Ivorian military chief of staff Gen Mathias Doue, who 
is widely regarded as a moderate who favours reconciliation with 
the rebels. They aiso demanded the departure of French troops 
from the frontline. 


An unidentified soldier wearing a red beret appeared on 
television saying the group was not trying to depose Gbagbo. 
"This is not coup d'etat. This is not a rebellion. We are loyalists," 
he said. But the unidentified soldier demanded that Gbagbo sack 
Doue within 48 hours and order the French to abandon the buffer 
zone they established after civil war broke out in the country in — 
2002 within the same timeframe. "We were stopped by the 
French with the complicity of our own superiors,” he said. 


Cbagbo, Doue and the commander of the 4,000 French 
peacekeeping troops in ivory Coast flew by helicopter to 
Mbahiakro to try and defuse the situation. 


State television later showed Gbagbo making a speech in 
the town, ordering his soldiers to hold firm. The President 
demanded that rebel forces occupying the north of the country 
set a firm date for the demobilisation and disarmament of their 
forces under the terms of a peace agreement signed in January. 


"| want a date for liberation,” Gbagbo said. "I want a date 
for demobilisation and a date for disarmament." 


Prime minister, rebel leader meet ECOWAS chairman: 
Prime Minister Seydou Diarra and the secretary general of the 
rebel “New Forces”, Soro Guillaume, Nov 19, held talks with 
Ghanaian President John Kufuor, in efforts to put the stalled 
ivorian peace process back on track. 


The two men arrived in the Ghanaian capital, Accra, Nov 18, _ 
but held separate meetings, Nov 19, with Kufuor, who as 


. chairman of the Economic Community of West African States, 


has hosted three high-level meetings on the ivorian crisis. 
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Internatinal news agencies reported that the three men, along 
with ECOWAS executive secretary Mohamed fbn Chambas, 
were all due to meet together later at the Ghanaian Presidential 
Castie. The Accra meeting was announced in Burkina Faso 
following a meeting between Diarra, Soro and Burkinabe 
President Blaise Compaore. Although details were sketchy, 
Diarra had said the meeting would be held to convince Soro’s 
Patriotic Movement of Cote d'ivoire (MPCI) to resume their 
participation in a national unity government. 


On September 23, all nine MPCI ministers withdrew from 
government citing frustrations at the implementation of a peace 
agreement signed in January in Paris. The rebel movement 
accused ivorian President Laurent Gbagbo of blocking the peace 
process. 


The government, however, said it was the rebels who were 
frustrating the peace process. On Nov 17, the MPCI declared a 
"state of emergency" and placed its troops on alert in Bouake 
and the western town of Man, saying Gbagbo and his army chief 
of staff, Gen Mathias Doue, had agreed to restart fighting. 


The Ivorian army strongly denied that it has any plans to 
attack the rebels, but the statements by both rebels and 
government leaders have raised tension in the country. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
{Background info. Ivory Coast, page 1205:a] 


KENYA 


a. Public transport paralysed: Public transport 
was completely paralysed in the Coast Province, 
Nov 19, following the countrywide matatu strike. 


Thousands of people had to walk to Mombasa from as far 
as Mazeras (25 km away)and Kikarnbala which is 20 km from 
the city in the north. 


People could be seen walking to Mombasa Island from 
Mombasa West, South and East mainland through Makupa 
Causeway, Likoni ferry crossing and Nyali bridge. Crowds of 
pedestrians desperate to reach their work places trekked along 
the roads making it difficult for motorisis to drive through. 


Despite expectations that some vehicles belonging to. 


members of Mombasa Matatu Owner’s Association (MOA) would 
be on the road, there was no matatu on sight. This problem 
affected all the main roads leading to Mombasa. 


And as matatu vehicles kept away from the town, police 
officers in landrovers and in full anti-riot gear could be seen 
round the city apparently ready for any eventuality. 


Provincial traffic police commandant, Adonija Diang’a, said 
the strike was "100 per cent effective". 


"We have witnessed an increase in the number of private 
cars as more people had to rely on them to transport to town," 
said Diang’a. 

b. Pattni charged with aide’s murder: Embat- 
tled tycoon, Kamlesh Mansuklal Damji Pattni, alias 
Paul Pattni, will now stay in prison custody pending 
hearing, Nov 19, of a murder charge against him. 
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This follows the decision, Nov 19, by the attorney-General 
to prefer murder charges against him and a subsequent High 
Court order removing him from police custody. 


Pattni was charged in absentia with the murder of one of his 
former security men. He was charged with the killing of Friedrich 
Wilhelm Kohlwes on March 28, 1994 at Tigoni in Kiambu district, 
in Central Province. 


The charges were registered at the High Court Criminal 
Registry, Nov 19, 14 days after Pattni was re-arrested after his 
release on bond in a Sh50,000 bribery charge. 


The charges were registered in the presence of director of 
public prosecutions, Philip Murgor and Goldenberg inquiry chief 
sleuth, Joseph Kamau. 


And in an unprecedented move, the state, Nov 19, sought 
and obtained ex-parte orders relieving police of Pattni’s custody. 
Pattni was swiftly handed over to prison authorities. 


Murgor teld the High Court that Pattni was unable to attend 
court because he was sick. 


He told Justice Kalpana Rawal that Pattni was recuperating 
at Kenyatta National Hospital where he was admitted on 
November 15. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
{Background Info. Kenya, page 1205:a] 


LIBERIA 


a. UN begins disarmament, but rebels hold 
on fo guns: The United Nations formally launched 
a disarmament campaign in Liberia, Dec 1, with two 
of the three warring factions insisting that they would 
not hand in their guns until a row over government 
jobs was settled. 


Jacques Klein, the special representative of the UN Secretary 
General to Liberia, used a power tool to symbolically saw in half 
a rifle that had already been handed in to UN peacekeeping 
troops. 


US ambassador John Blaney similarly destroyed another 
weapon as senior representatives of the former Liberian 
government and the LURD and MODEL rebel groups looked on. 


But the rebel chiefs were adamant that their fighters would 
not hand in their weapons until their demands for a share of 
assistant minister posts and top jobs in parastatal corporations 
were met. 


Klein has categorically refused to link disarmament to jobs 
in the broad-based transitional government led by Gyude Bryant, 
which took power on October 14. The coalition cabinet is 
charged with leading Liberia to fresh elections in 2005 following 
a peace agreement which ended 14 years of civil war. 


Cheaye Doe, the deputy leader of LURD (Liberians United 
for Democracy and Reconciliation), said as he watched grinding 
machines bite through gun metal: "All we want is that the (peace) 
accord should be respected by all parties and once that is 
respected, once the government is fully seated, we will be able 
to participate fully in the disarmament process.” 
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UN condemns walkout at disarmament meeting: The 
United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), Nov 29, strongly 
condemned a walkout staged by various factional leaders at the 
first meeting of the country’s National Commission for Disarma- 
ment, Demobilization, Rehabilitation and Reintegration. 


The event was disrupted by people "claiming to represent" 
Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD), the 
Movement for Democracy in Liberia (MODEL) and former 
members of the Liberian government who collectively, the 
Mission said, “have put in jeopardy the future peace and stability 
of Liberia." 


According to UNMIL, at the start of the meeting these 
representatives demanded "dozens of positions for themselves" 
in certain ministries as well as public corporations as a 
precondition for participating in the Commission's work. 


The participants then walked out of the meeting, failing to 
adopt the disarmament. scheme aimed at providing their 
combatants with monetary incentives, food, medical treatment, 
vocational training, educational opportunities and a “chance for 
a better future," UNMIL said. 


“Their actions demonstrate their total disregard for the 
welfare and well-being not only of their combatants, but of the 
3.3 million citizens of Liberia whose interests they claim to 
represent and who have suffered 14 long years in purgatory 
hoping for a better future." 


Militias disarm willingly in Bassa: In Grand Bassa County, 
militias loyal to former President Charles Taylor have begun 


disarming. willingly -to -forces-of the Uniteds Nations-Mission-In - . 


Liberia (UNMIL). 


The news that some of the militias were willingly disarming 
ahead of the disarmament programme, followed an earlier visit 
by the force commander of UNMIL, Lt Gen Daniel Opande, to 
investigate reports of skirmishes, harassment and acts of 
lawlessness in the area. Gen. Samue! Banwon, Commander of 
the militias said, Nov 20, that he is encouraging his men to 
surrender their weapons for the sake of peace. 


He explained that some of his men have been turning their 
weapons over to UNMIL. Gen Banwon said they were doing so 
before the December 7th schedule for disarmament, saying, "we 
do not want to fight anymore." Gen. Banwon said he was 
concerned about. MODEL which occupies a larger part of Bassa, 
including the port city of Buchanan. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background info. Liberia, page 1206:a) 


LIBYA 


a. 27-year jail term for Lockerbie convict: The 
Libyan intelligence agent jailed for the Lockerbie 
bombing must serve at least 27 years in prison 
before he can be considered for parole, a Scottish 
court ruled, Nov 24. 


Abdel Basset Ali al-Megrahi, 51, was convicted and sen- 
tenced to life imprisonment in 2001 for the 1988 bombing of 
PanAm Flight 103, in which 270 people died. 


He listened to the proceedings in the Scottish High Court 
through an interpreter and was separated from the public gallery 
by bullet-proof glass. Lords Sutherland, Coulfield and Maclean— 
the three judges who found al-Megrahi guilty at a special Scottish 
court in the Netherlands—said the 27-year sentence date from 
1999 when he was first taken into custody. 


The judges had originally recommended that al-Megrahi 
serve a minimum of 20 years when they sentenced him to life 
in prison for murdering 259 passengers and crew on board the 
New York-bound PanAm flight and 11 residents of Lockerbie. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, New Delhi) 
(Background Info. Libya, page 1182:a] 


MALAGASY 


a. World Bank approves US $30 million credit: 
The World Bank (WB) has given the go-ahead to 
the government's poverty reduction strategy and 
approved a credit of US $30 million to support 
reforms in the public sector. 


The credit is expected to go towards improving governarice 
and boistering economic growth, particularly in rural areas, WB 
said in a statement, Nov 19. 


Although a political crisis in 2002 brought the already 
struggling economy to a standstill, the bank noted that since 
then the country had outperformed expectations—in just a year 
economic growth in the country has soared to 9.6 per cent. WB 
noted that the government's commitment to fighting corruption 
and reducing poverty had contributed fo the progress. 


Notwithstanding an enhanced economic performance during 
2002, poverty remains pervasive. Some 70 per cent of the 
population lives on less than a US $1 a day, and improved 
delivery of government services to the poor is at the heart of 
government's attempts to address poverty. 


The World Bank also pointed to a recently approved 
governance and institutional development project, which aims to 
make the country’s public finance system more efficient. The 


project is expected to bring the public procurement system in 


line with international standards and strengthen coordination, 
monitoring and evaluation in the administration. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


NAMIBIA 


a. Beef, mutton exports to EU banned: The 
government has halted the export of beef and 
mutton to the European Union after a mission found 
those involved in Namibian agriculture were not 
meeting some EU health directives. 


The agriculture ministry said in a statement, Nov 26, that 
an EU mission had been inspecting abattoirs and other 
agricultural sites across the country and would conclude its 
inspection, Nov 27. 


The ministry said the EU mission looked at animal and public 
health control systems, with particular reference to avoiding 
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mad-cow disease and foot-and-mouth infections. But it emerged 
that the EU team had found some procedures violated EU rules. 


As a result, meat exports had been put on hold with 
immediate effect, the ministry said. 


"We needed to show them that we can do, and have done, 
something on the spot to correct the situation," Bernd Rothkegel, 
acting permanent secretary in the ministry of agriculture, toid 
The Namibian, Nov 26. He said the problems were not yet all 
clear, but it seemed one was that trucks carrying animals were 
not being sterilised often enough. 


But he said there were abattoirs where this could be done 
after unloading animals. 


Ministry officials, veterinarians and the meat industry will 
meet, Nov 28, to discuss how the required improvements can 
be accomplished, and how leng this will take. Local meat sales, 
and exports to South Africa, are unaffected by the ban, Rothkegel 
said. 


b. MPs’ assets register released: The National 
Assembly, Nov 25, released Namibia’s first ever 
assets register for lawmakers, with all but six of the 
78 politicians saying they have not received any 
gifts worth more than N$1, 000 since 2002. 


The long-awaited publication of the register comes after the 
well-publicised reluctance of parliamentarians to reveal their 
assets. 


The Constitution requires members of the National Assembly 
to make their financial assets and interests public to ensure that 
they do not use their elected positions to advance their private 
interests. 


A law that was passed in the mid-1990s had gone unheeded 
as MPs prevaricated and claimed that they did not understand 
the "disclosure form" given to them. 


Only after several deadlines passed did MPs go along with 
the process. 


The register contains two sections - one that is open to the 
public and another that is confidential and may only be viewed 
if permission is granted by the Speaker of the Assembly. 


In the public register published, Nov 25, most lawmakers 
indicated what shares they own, their directorships and sole 
ownership of companies, debt, houses and farms, as well as 
bank accounts worth more than N$20 000. 

But the majority swore they had nothing to declare when 
asked about travel and travel discounts, gifts and hospitality, 
sponsorships, consultancies and ary other benefits. 

Only three of the politicians stated they have pensions other 
than their government retirement plans. 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


RWANDA 


a. UN tribunal sentences former mayor to life 
in jail: The United Nations war crimes tribunal for 
Rwanda, Dec 1, convicted a former mayor and 
sentenced him to jail for the rest of his life for his 
role in the genocide. 


November 19-—December 1, 2003 


A panel of three judges of the UN International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), sitting in Arusha, Tanzania, found 
Juvnal Kajelijeli guilty of three of the eight counts he faced at 
the end of his trial. 


Kajelijeli—-who was the mayor of the Mukingo commune— 
was convicted of one charge of genocide, one charge of 
extermination as a crime against humanity and one charge of 
direct and public incitement to commit genocide. 


The judges sentenced him to jai! for the rest of his life on 
each of the first two counts, and to 15 years for the third count. 
The sentences will be served concurrently. 


The conviction of Kajelijeli, 51, came after the court heard 
testimony about a series of attacks against Tutsi people in 
Ruhengeri Prefecture during April 1994, when large numbers of 
Tutsis were massacred. 


Trial of four officials on genocide charges opens before 
UN tribunal: The trial of four senior Rwandan officials has 
opened before the United Nations International Criminal Tribunal 
for Rwanda (ICTR), with the prosecution saying it will prove that 
they bear individual criminal responsibility for the 1994 genocide 
and defence lawyers saying their clients are innocent. 


in opening remarks in Arusha, Tanzania, Nov 28, the 
prosecution, led by Don Webster, said evidence would prove 
that the accused committed the crimes against the Tutsi and 
moderate Hutu populations in Kigali, Rwanda’‘s capital, as well 
as in Butare, Gisenyi and Gitarama and in the Cyangugu and 
Kibuye prefectures. 


Facing seven counts of genocide and related’ crimes are 
Edouard Karemera, former minister of the Interior and vice 
chairman of the Mouvement Revolutionnaire National pour le 
developement (MRND party) and Andre Rwamakuba, former 
minister of primary and secondary education and member of the 
Mouvement Democratique Republicain (MDR). 


The other two facing the same charges are Mathieu 
Ngirumpatse, former director-general of foreign affairs in the 
Rwandan government and MRND chairman, and Joseph 
Nzirorera, former MRND secretary-general, speaker cf the 
Rwandan parliament and former minister of industry, mines and 
handicraft. 

[Background Info. Rwanda, page 1160:a] 


b. 2,300 soldiers retired: The governmerit 
plans to demobilise about 2,358 soldiers from the 
national army soon, it was reported, Nov 28. 


The list includes six colonels, five majors, 47 officers and 
2,299 men. The army spokesman, Ndore Rulinda, told The 
Monitor that the process is aimed at scaling down the army to 
a manageable force. 


"We were a big force. We could maintain security both in the 
DRC and in Rwanda, but since we have left Congo, and Rwanda 
is more stable, we do not need a big force anymore, What we 
need now is a small, fast and effective force," he said. 


Rulinda said the army has so far seen off an estimated 
20,000 soldiers since 1997. He, however, said the donors also 


| asked government to scaie down on its army. 
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He said that much as demobilisation is a government policy, 
many soldiers sought to leave the army. 


"Most people joined the army for different reasons and some 
of them think that they have achieved what they wanted, so they 
have also asked to leave and we can’t decline,” he said. He said 
that the number of soldiers grew with the return of soldiers who 
had fled to the DRC. Asked about the fate of soldiers who are 
returning home, Rulinda said that though some are reintegrated 
in the army, most of them are demobilised and sent home. The 
Rwandan army force was in the late ‘9Cs estimated at 80,000 
but sources say that the number has been cut by almost 
two-thirds. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Police seize newspaper’s equipment: Heav- 
ily armed police, Nov 25, confiscated all equipment 
belonging to the For Di People newspaper in 
connection with a hefty damages award in a civil 
libel case. 


Editor Paul Kamara,. who is also facing seditious libel 
charges in another case, was appearing in court at the time of 
the raid. He said police had taken computers, printers, desks, 
telephones, and even his car. oe: 


Kamara served a six-month prison sentence after being 
convicted of criminal libel in November 2002 for defaming a local 
judge. On October 9, a High Court ordered him to pay $24,900 
in damages and..costs. following-a.civil suit in. the.same.case. He 
was ordered to pay within 24 hours but was unable to do so. 
Kamara said he was in detention at the time of the civil case 
ruling and that he had not been represented in court. He said 
he had never received any notice related to payment of the 
damages. 


"Itis outrageous that excessive fines are being used to close 
a newspaper," said CPJ executive director Ann Cooper. "We call 
on Sierra Leonean authorities to allow For Di People to resume 
operations immediately." Kamara was detainea several times 
following an October 3, 2003 article in For Di People, which 
stated that President Ahmed Tejjan Kabbah was a convict and 
constitutionally unfit to hold office. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SOMALIA 


a. WFP appeal for help to stave off famine: 
The U N World Food Programme (WFP) is expand- 
ing its operations in Somatia’s northern Sco! plateau 
in the face of the worst drought to hit the region in 
more than two decades. 


It has appealed for more funds to "prevent widescale 
malnutrition and stave off a humanitarian disaster", it was 
reported, Nov 26. The agency will begin distributing food to more 
than 60,000 vulnerable people facing severe shortages. 

"Both the people and their livestock are in.a dire situation," 
WFP representative for Somalia, Robert Hauser, said in a 
statement in Nairobi, Kenya. 


"WFP urgently needs more funds if we're to continue our 
planned assistance over the next five months. "We need some 
$6.5 million to buy about 8,600 tons of food aid. If the resources 
were available, we would expand assistance beyond the 64,000 
people to an additional 41,200 needy people in 18 villages," 
Hauser added. 


The Sool plateau, covering parts of Sool and Sanaag districts 
in Somaliland, as well as parts of Bari district in Puntland, an 
autonomous territory in northern Somalia, have suffered three 
consecutive years of drought. In July, WFP began distributing 
badly needed assistance in collaboration with the UN Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF). Supplementary rations were provided to the 
most vulnerable people at health centres in 12 villages. 


WFP is now extending its supplementary food distributions 
to a further 26 villages. Some 64,000 of the most disadvantaged 
people in Somaliland and Puntland will receive rations of maize 
and beans and vegetable oil. 


D. ‘Banana war’ leaves eight dead: At least 
eight people were killed and over 10 wounded in 
heavy fighting which broke out in the southern 
coastal town of Marka, 100 km south of the capital 
Mogadishu. 


Tne fighting - between the Sa’d and Ayr subclans of the 
-Habar Gedir - was concentrated in and around Marka and the 
town of Shalaanbood, 17 km northwest of Marka, it was reported, 
Nov 24. 


According to a loca! aid worker, the clashes were triggered 
when Yusuf Muhammad Indha’ade, the commander of an Ayr 
subclan pro-Transitional National Government militia, imposed 
taxes on goods imported or exported through Marka port. 


Sa'd businessmen, opposed to the move, sent in their militia 
and toox over a checkpoint in Shalaanbood manned by 
Indha'ade’s militia “and then proceeded to attack Marka", he 
said. "They were planning to export huge quantities of bananas 
to Arab countries, and therefore wanted to take control of the 
port. This is all about bananas and money. You can call it a 
banana war. But neither side is in control of the port," the aid 
worker added. The fighting, which broke out, Nov 22, had now 
subsided, but Marka was said to be "very tense". The Sa’d militia 
had reportedly lost two battle-wagons (technicals) and a 
Landcruiser. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Dy President cleared in ethics probe: South 
Africa's parliamentary ethics committee has cleared 
Deputy President Jacob Zuma of failing to declare 
major cash gifts, one of a series of charges against 
him. 

The committee resolved that the money, amounting to more 
than one million rand was, in fact, a loan anc therefore did not 
need to be declared on the register of members’ interests. 


Top national prosecutor Bulelani Ngcuka asked parliament 
to investigate whether Zuma breached parliament's code of 
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ethics in accepting but not declaring the money from his financial 
adviser Schabir Shaik. 


Shaik was subsequently charged with graft in connection with 
a probe of a government arms procurement programme. 


Ngcuka said there was evidence connecting Zuma to that 
deal, but did not charge him because he said the case might 
not be winnable in court. Zuma has furiously denied the implied 
accusation of corruption. 


(SOURCE: Sfatesman, Calcutta) 


SUDAN 


a. Reporters Sans Frontieres (RSF) con- 
demns harassment of journalists: RSF has called 
for the immediate lifting of curbs on the Arabic-lan- 
guage daily Al-Ayam, which was suspended on 
November 16. 


The organisation has also condemned the harassment of 
journalists by the security services. 


One of Sudan’s leading dailies, A/-Ayam, which marked its 
50th anniversary in October, has been suspended indefinitely on 
the order of the state prosecutor in charge of subversion crimes, 
Mohammed Farid Hassan. 


The daily is accused of “threatening the security and stability" 
of the country. ; 


"This latest repressive campaign inflicted on the Sudanese 
press is particularly disturbing, all the more so since the security 
forces use draconian laws to silence independent publications 
and to ruin them financially," said RSF secretary-general Robert 
Minard. “One month ago, Sudan’s permanent mission to the 
United Nations in Geneva stated that there would be no further 
censorship or suspension of newspapers. As long as the existing 
draconian laws are not repealed and the security forces centinue 
to crack down on the press, freedom of expression will remain 
under threat," Minard added. 


Mahjoub Mohamed Salih, editor-in-chief of A-Ayam and a 
pivotal figure in the independent press, told RSF. "This step 
clearly demonstrates the [authorities’'} determination to sink the 
newspaper financially". 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SWAZILAND 


a. UNAIDS report alarming: A report by the UN 
Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) has painted an 
alarming picture of the epidemic in the country. 


"We failed to learn the lesson of recent history that condoms 
are unpopular. We should have stressed education, abstinence 
and faithfulness to your partner from the start,“ Thabsile Diamini, 
secretary of the Swaziland Nurses Association, said.. 


The UNAIDS report released recently proved depressing 
reading. In Swaziland "the epidemic has assumed devastating 
proportions", it said. “National HIV prevalence in Swaziland has 
matched that found in Botswana, almost 39 per cant. Just a 
decade earlier, it had stood at 4 per cent." . 


November 19—December 1, 2003 


Like Botswana, which has led the world in HIV infections 
among its adult population, Swaziland shows no sign of incipient 
decline in HIV prevalence, it was reported, Dec 1. 


In the anti-AIDS struggle the focus has increasingly shifted 
to antiretroviral drugs, which are beginning to become available 
in Swaziland. But as treatment efforts are stepped up, there is 
concern that prevention programmes are receiving less attention. 


"The emphasis is [on] treating the sick, and lengthening the 
lives of HIV-positive persons. This is good, but there is still a 
need to prevent infections in the first place,” Dlamini said. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


TANZANIA 


a. Zanzibar government bans newspaper: 
The government of Zanzibar, a semi-autonomous 
island off the coast of Tanzania, has ordered the 
indefinite suspension of the independent weekly 
Dira, according to local journalists and international 
press reports. 


Dira, the island's most popular newspaper, has been highly 
critical of the government, it was reported, Nov 25. 


Editor Ali Nabwa told Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) 
that Dira received a letter, November 24, from Zanzibar minister 
of state Salim Juma Osman ordering closure of the paper under 
a 1988 Act that empowers the government to close a paper it 
deems a "threat to national security." 


According to Nabwa, the letter did not say why Dira might 
be a threat to national security. Nabwa denied the charge and 
said Dira would seek a court injunction to allow it to resume 
publishing. 

Nabwa told CPJ he believed that Dira was closed because 
it had criticized the government for "malpractices, corruption and 
abuse of power” and had recently run an article saying the ruling 
party was preparing to rig elections in 2005. He said the paper 
had also opened up a debate on Zanzibar's union with Tanzania, 
another sensitive subject. Zanzibar joined a union with Tangany- 
ika in 1964, forming the state of Tanzania. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


UGANDA 


a. Army kills 460 rebels: The army said, Nov 
20, that it has killed about 460 rebels of the Lord's 
Resistance Army over the last three months. 


Army spokesman Maj. Shaban Bantariza said at the 
Cabinet's weekly media briefing at Nakasero that the UPDF has 
gained a lot of ground against the rebels since June 1. 


The army has been fighting the LRA, led by Joseph Kony, 
since 1988, although the initial insurgency in northern Uganda 
started in August 1986. 


In June 2003, the rebels spread their attacks into Teso, areas 
in northeastern Uganda in which they had never operated before. 
Bantariza said that in three months 462 rebels were killed, 275 
surrendered, 147 were captured and 2,481 kidnap victims were 
rescued. | 
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He said the LRA presence in the Teso sub-region has been 
reduced about 90 per cent. 


He said the army also recovered 249 rifles, 143 empty 
magazines, 48 landmines, 220 bombs, 1,773 rounds of live 
ammunition, one box of machine gun ammunition (10,000 
bullets) and one box of anti-aircraft ammunition. 


Bantariza said that between November 1 and 19, the army 
killed 47 rebels, 17 surrendered and four were captured. The 
UPDF lost eight soldiers and 11 were injured over the same 
period. 


Rebels burn 2 cars, kill 8: Rebels have burnt two vehicles 
and killed eight civilians in separate attacks in Lango and Teso 
in the last two days, it was reported, Nov 25. 


The Lira district chairman, Peter Ojur, told The Monitor that 
the Lord’s Resistance Army rebels had burnt a pick-up truck near 
Lira town. He said the attack on the Sahara pick-up truck at 
Olenyi village in Abako parish, east of Lira town, happened at 
about 10 a.m. 

Ojur said the attack came after an earlier one in which the 
rebeis set ablaze a Soroti-bound Tata lorry, Nov 23. 

He said the attackers came from the LRA bastion of 
Angwecbanga-parish. "It is true the LRA attacked'those vehicles 
but we have not heard of any death as yet," Ojur said. 


In Teso, the LRA killed more civilians in Asamuk sub-county” 7 


in Katakwi district Moses Otim, who is the Asamuk militia 
operative and area LC-V councillor, said the rebels killed civilians 
in separate incidents, Nov 23. He said the rebels first killed three 
people in an ambush at Okwalo, 3 km along the Asamuk-Soroti 
road. He said the rebels also killed five more people at 
Dokolo-Asamuk parish on the same day. Otim identified the dead 
at Okwalo as Ebanu, Olupot and Opolot Okaali. 


[Background Info, Uganda, page 1211:a] 


b. Saleh quits parliament: Army representative 
in parliament Lt. Gen Salim Saleh has resigned over 
allegations of corruption and abuse of office. 


In a letter to the speaker of parliament, Edward Ssekandi, 
dated Nov 27, Saleh listed three reasons for quitting. 


"My first reason is the unending allegations of corruption and 
abuse of office, which have ranged from the bungled helicopter 
purchase, my role in the privatisation of former Uganda 
Commercial Bank to allegations of plundering Congo’s natural 
resources. All these allegations have come and passed but have 
left me very perturbed." 


His letter is copied to President Yoweri Museveni, who is the 
chairman of the UPDF High command. He is the younger brother 
of President Museveni. 


Ssekandi has accepted Saleh's resignation. “Your past and 
present involvement in solving many of the problems our country 
Uganda has faced makes you a great legislator from whom many 
other Members of Parliament have benefited and would continue 
to benefit. We shall greatly miss you," Ssekandi said in a reply, 
Nov 28. 


Saleh, who is also the Reserve Force Commander, said what 
disturbed him in the current situation about the helicopter scandal 
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was that a case could be brought before parliament with possible 
criminal charges even before the director of public prosecutions 
concluded investigations. 


"| construe this as political injustice and a bad motive whose 
intention can only be to embarrass my dear institution (constitu- 
ents) and me. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


ZAMBIA 


a. Zambia backs Zimbabwe on Common- 
wealth: Zambia, Nov 18, added its voice to the 
growing number of countries supporting Zim- 
babwe’s participation at the Commonwealth Heads 
of Government Meeting in Abuja, Nigeria, saying 
Harare’s suspension from the 54-member club 
expired in March. 

Outgoing Zambian high commissioner to Zimbabwe, 
Dingiswayo Banda said the decision of the majority members to 
lift Zimbabwe's suspension should be respected. 

Banda was speaking to reporters soon after bidding farewell 
to President Mugabe at his Munhumutapa offices, marking the 
end of his tour of duty in Zimbabwe. 


Recently, Uganda and Malaysia, two Commonwealth mem- 


“bers, criticised.the continued suspension of Zimbabwe from the 


Commonwealth saying it-was undemocratic. 


Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni's-special envoy Profes- 
sor Mondo Kagonyera said Zimbabwe had done nothing wrong 
nor faulted any of the rules of the Commonwealth. 


(SOURCE: Times of Zambia, Lusaka) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Mugabe threatens to quit C’wealth: Presi- 
dent Robert Mugabe has said Zimbabwe could 
eels the Commonwealth if it is not treated as an 
equal. 


Zimbabwe was suspended from the group of 54 mainly 
former British colonies after allegations that Mugabe rigged his 
re-election in 2002, although the country’s land redistribution had 
led to strained relations with the former colonial master. 


Mugabe has been excluded from the next Commonwealth 
summit in Nigeria. He said the “white section" of the group holds 
a grudge against him due to his policy of seizing white-owned 
farms for redistribution to landless blacks. 


Speaking at a state funeral in Harare, Mugabe said: “If our 
sovereignty is what we have to lose to be readmitted into the 
Commonwealth, well we will say goodbye to the Commonwealth, 
and perhaps the time has now come to say so." 


b. Land Bill published: A Land Acquisition 
Amendment Bill to consolidate the gains of land 
reform and remove remaining bottlenecks in the 
acquisition process has been published. 

The Bill was published in an extraordinary government 
gazette, Nov. 28. One of the major amendments the Bill seeks 
to make is the abolition of the requirement that the preliminary 
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notice of acquisition should be served personally upon the owner |” “Accordingly, in respect only of agricultural land required for 
of the land to be acquired for resettlement and the holder of any resettlement purposes, publication in the Gazette of a preliminary 


other registered real right in that land. notice will be deemed to constitute service of notice in writing 
The preliminary acquisition notice will now only be published | Upon the owner of the land to be acquired and the holder of any 
in the government Gazette. other registered real right in that land." 


The preliminary notice of acquisition was supposed to be 
served by the acquiring authority personality under Section 
5(1)(b) of the Land Acquisition Act. 


“This provision has proved diificult to implement under the 


The Bill will repeal sections 6A and 6B of the Land Acquisition 
Act which provide for offers of land in substitution for land to be 
acquired for resettlement purposes. 


Land Reform Programme because often the owner no longer (SOURCE: Independent, Harare) 
occupies the land and cannot otherwise be located," reads the 
memorandum introducing the Bill. [Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 1211:a] 
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Women still victims of rape in Liberia 


n that burning hot morning, (Aug 11) peace had already Some human rights advocates are calling on the United 
Nations mission to support a commission of inquiry, but the 
stigma of rape still makes it a crime that most women find to 


difficult to speak of. 


Still , Mrs Joe, 23, and a few other women gathered the 
courage to tell their stories one afternoon at a camp for displaced 
people. One woman, like Mrs Jeo, recalled being captured by 


been declared in this war- beaten country, West African 
armed men as she was fleeing fighting just north of Totota. 
| 


peacekeepers were on the ground and President 
Charles G Taylor had already flown to exile, ushering in what 
was widely seen as an end to strife. 
Yet the lingering sound of gunfire sent Annie Joe running 
frightened through the woods and into a group of four or five 
men with AK-47s on their shoulders. 


They demanded that she go with them. They kept her in a 
house all night and raped her, one after the other. There was 
no use resisting. "When you want to fight, they say, ‘We kill 
you," she recalled. In the morning they told her to go away. 


A third descrbed how armed men had broken into her house, 
cemanded money and then assaulted her while ner baby lay on 
the floor, wailing. She still has no clue who they were, nor whom 
they were fighting for. 


"Rebel, government, they are the same people!" she said. 
Her baby, a malnourished little boy, clung to her pack. 


In the capital, Monrovia, one mother, who wanted to be 
identified only by her village name, Ma Voph, screamed as she 
recounted how her daughter, Nannu, had been raped and killed 
on the morning of her 10th birthday by a soldier loyal to Taylor. 
Another militiaman assaulted a 14-year-old girl whom the 


Here as in other places, war made women the spoils of 
conquest, not unlike sacks of rice and four-wheel-drive vehicles. 
But what stands out is that in the succession of conflicts in Liberia 
since 1989, many women, and sometimes the same women, 
were raped by fighters from ali sides. 


They were raped when Taylor was a rebel leader fighting 
his way to the presidency. They were raped when the next band 
of rebels fought to oust him. mother was raising. 


They have been raped since Taylor’s departure on August Most of all, Ma Voph said, they took away her sense of 
11, as his loyalists and enemies continue to fight in remote herself. A stout, proud woman of 42, she described how she 
jungle outposts far from areas patrolled by 4,000 United Nations cared for her siblings when their own mother cied, opened 2 
peacekeepers. shop in the capiial, bought a car, raised her own childern 


= ¢ . A 7 H t i to, 
The scale of the problem is impossible to ascertain precisely | 20% ook in someone else 


in a country where everything has been destroyed. But anecdotal Then three men with guns wrecked it all. Delirious from grief, 
evidence suggests that 14 years of intermittent warfare crushed the women whispered the same refrain again and again: "They 
many traditional sanctions, unleashing conduct unthinkable in | used to call me Mother." , 

normal times. Mothers and daughters were raped by the same ' —Somini Sengupta in New York Times, reproduced in Asian 
men. Boys assaulted women old enough to pe their mothers. i Age, New Delhi, Nov 29, 2003. 
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ALGERIA 


a. RSF calls for withdrawal of case against 
scribe: Reporters Sans Frontieres (RSF) has 
urged an Algerian court to dismiss a case against 
journalist Hassan Bourras. 


The journalist was sentenced to two years in prison on 
November 6 but was temporarily released on December 2 after 
the plaintiff failed to appear in court. 


The case, which also saw Bourras banned from practicing 
his profession for five years, constitutes “one of the worst press 
freedom violations in Algeria in years," RSF secretary-general 
Robert Minard said. 


Bourras, a correspondent in El Bayadh, western Algeria, for 
several dailies, including the Oran-based regional paper El 
Djazari and the national daily E/ Youm, was jailed for “defama- 


tion” by a local court over two articles he wrote for El Djazari 


about corruption. 


“+ A court in Saida temporarily released him on December 2, 
at the request of his lawyers. Since the plaintiff did not show up 
for the court hearing, it was postponed until December 23. 


Calling for the case to be dismissed, Minard said, "Bourras 
should be given back his freedom and allowed to resume his 
work as a journalist as soon as possible. it would be a travesty 
of justice for a journalist to be sentenced so severely for 
defamation when he was only doing his job." 


The journalist is also a correspondent for the Algerian League 
for the Defence of Human Rights. He was convicted following a 
complaint by the local prosecutor about two articles that 
appeared in El Djazari. 


(SOURCE: Le Matin, Algiers) 


ANGOLA . 


a. Army warns of action against illegal 
diamond prospectors: Angola’s Armed Forces 
(FAA) have warned that action will be taken to 
disarm illegal diamond prospectors panning in the 
central Bie province. 


“These groups are armed and possess sophisticated material 
for prospecting, besides communication means," FAA general 
staff said in a communique, Dec 16. 


According to the note, with the end of war in Angola, there 
has been a gradual invasion to the diamond-rich zones of Bie 
province by foreign citizens putting at risk the economic and 
social stability and national sovereignty. Among the foreigners 
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there are citizens from Mali, Rwanda, South Africa, Uganda, 
Gambia, Sudan, Congo and Congo (DR). 


The FAA staff warned that, within the framework of the 
constitution of the Republic of Angola, respecting the principles 
of human rights, measures would be taken for restoring of order, 
discipline and tranquillity in the referred zones. 


b. Telecommunication agreement: An agree- 
ment on technical assistance between the.Angolan 
ministry of posts and telecommunication and the 
International Telecommunication Union (ITU) was: 
signed, Dec 12, in Geneva (Switzerland). 


The agreement was signed by the Angolan minister Licinio 
Tavares Ribeiro and by ITU's Telecommunication Development 
Bureau Director, Hamadoun Toure. 


ITU will support the Angolan government to carry out a 
technical and economic study for setting up of a development 
project of national telecommunications, covering the country's 
18 provinces. 


The UN agency will also assist in upgrading and capacity- 
building of the National Telecommunication Institute (ITEL). ` 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


BURUNDI 


a.-Former rebel leader returns to Bujumbura: 
The leader of the former rebel Conseil National pour 
la Defense de la Democratie-Forces pour la De- 
fense de la Democratie (CNDD-FDD), Pierre Nku- 
runziza, has arrived in Bujumbura. 


Nkurunziza was appointed minister of state for good 
governance in the transitional government of President Domitien 
Ndayizeye after a cabinej reshuffle on November 23. He arrived 
in Bujumbura accompanied by CNDD-FDD secretary-genera! 
Hussein Radjabu and 10 other officers who are to take up 


positions in the army and the police. 


The cabinet reshuffle to accommodate the CNDD-FDD was 
in accordance with a power-sharing agreement signed by the 
transitional government and the CNDD-FDD in Dar-es-Salaam, 
Tanzania. 


Under the agreement, the CNDD-FDD will also get 40 per 
cent of posts in the army staff and 35 per cent in the police. It 
will have two posts in the bureau of the parliament and will be 
represented by 15 members of parliament. 


Some 20 CNDD-FDD officers and 100 political leaders have 
Officially returned to Bujumbura recently. 
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"| ask forgiveness from all Burundians for the sufferings they 
have undergone during 10 years of war," Nkurunziza told a news 
conference. "CNDD-FDD has been forced to enter into war, but 
it will never accept another bloodshed.” 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
CAMEROON 


a. Telecom minister jailed for corruption: 
Former Cameroon telecom minister Mounchipou 
Seidou was sentenced to a twenty-year jail term for 
corruption, it was reported, Dec 10. 


The Minister was sentenced by the Yaounde Court of First 
instance, along with eight other workers in his ministry. 


The Mounchipou saga began some four years ago when the 
parliamentarians probing into the budgetary allocation of the 
ministry discovered some discrepancies which led to the arrest 
of the minister, along with some twenty three top officials of the 
ministry. 


The other co-accused who got twenty-year jail sentences 
were: Angoula Dieudonn, Meli Nginzeko Chrispo, Mortapon 
Njimogna Amidou, Mrs Ongolo ne Nsizoa Nadine, Bayiga 
Emmanuel and Ngou Jean. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REUBLIC 


a. President dismisses Goumba’s govern- 
ment: Central African Republic (CAR) President 
Francois Bozize, Dec 11, dismissed Prime Minister 
Abel Goumba and his government, communications 
minister Parfait Mbay announced on state-owned 
Radio Centrafrique. 


The dismissal came after weeks of discontent among the 
residents of the capital, Bangui, following a number of assassi- 
nations of civilians blamed on the security forces and Chadian 
mercenaries. The killings had prompied the population to 
demonstrate on the streets in protest against human rights 
violations and the impunity enjoyed by the perpetrators. 


Human rights bodies and political parties had denounced the 
violations and had called on Bozize to take vigorous action to 
end insecurity and punish violators. 


Goumba (77), was appointed Prime Minister on March 23, 
eight days after Bozize overthrew President Ange-Felix Patasse. 
In late March, Goumba formed a 28-member government which 
included all political parties. 


New Premier forms government: Newly appointed Prime 
Minister Celestin Le Roi Gaoumbale has formed a new 
transitional government to replace the one of Abel Goumba. 


Goumba has since been appoinied Vice-President. 


The new government comprises 28 ministers, including two 
women and six military officers. 


Under the new administration, Lea Doumta was retained as 
social affairs minister while former commerce minister Hyacinthe 


Wodobode became minister of justice. Nine new ministers were 
named, among them former Prime Minister Jean Pierre Lebouder 
who becomes senior finance minister; Col Guy Kolingba, son of 
former President Andre Kolingba, who becomes youth and sports 
minister; and Col Mouhamed Marboua, chairman of the national 
Islamic community, who was appointed junior finance minister. 


Col Kolingba was among the people sentenced to death in 
absentia in 2002, in connection with his father’s failed coup in 
May 2001. 


Gaoumbale, 62, is a retired banker. He does not belong to - 
any political party and has never occupied a senior position in 
the country’s administration. He once headed the Banque de 
Developpement d’Afrique Centrale in Brazzaville, Republic of 
Congo and later the Banque Populaire Maroco-Centrafricaine in 
Bangui. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


CONGO 


a. Ebola deaths rise to 28: Deaths resulting 
from Ebola, an haemorrhagic fever, have risen io 
28, it ws reported, Dec 4. 


As many as 47 cases were reported in northwestern Republic 
of Congo by Dec 2, the UN World Health Organisation (WHO) 
reported. 


In an update, Dec 3, WHO said the latest cases were 
reported in Mbomo district, Cuvette Ouest Department. It said 
97 others who have come into contact with infected people were 
being followed up. 


A team of WHO experts from Geneva and the Global 
Outbreak Alert and Response Network have joined an emer- 
gency team already in the field, and would contribute to 
epidemiological surveillance, social mobilisation and public 
health education, WHO reported. 


On November 25, WHO reported from the capital, Braz- 
zaville, that the Ebola toll had reached 23 deaths among 43 
cases. Of the 43 cases, 40 were recorded in Mbomo district and 
three in Mbanza district of Cuvette Ouest department. Of the 23 
deaths, 20 had been in Mbomo and three in Mbanza. i 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Senior magistrates boycott governing 
body: Senior judges in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo said, Dec 8, they would boycott their 
newly-created governing body, the Conseil Super- 
ieur de la Magistrature (CMS). 


In a letter to the ministry of justice, the 37 senior judges said 
the boycott was because a legal question mark hung over the 
body. The CMS was created under the DRC’'s provisional 
constitution, and the senior judges attended a ceremony, Dec 
6, presided over by President Joseph Kabila to mark its 
inauguration. Despite this, the judges, together with their 
independent union, the Syndicat autonome des Magistrats de la 
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RDC (SYNAMAC), said the convening of the CMS by the ministry 
of justice was unconstitutional and that their protest concerned 
the independence of the judiciary. 


The senior judges also said it was impossible for them to 
work effectively because of a month-long strike by magistrates 
and judges who are calling for higher salaries. The judiciary has 
been paralysed by the strike, and judges admit that resentment 
is growing. 

“Work on all cases has been suspended for a month now,“ 
Judge Doret Mputu liwa said. "There are many suspects who 
have been held for more than 48 hours in custody and are waiting 
to know their fate in provisional detention. The state, in these 
circumstances, is violating their rights", the letter said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


EGYPT 


a. Library withdraws anti-Jewish text: Egypt's 
renowned Alexandria library has bowed to public 
criticism and withdrawn from display an Arbaic text 
of a notorious forgery purporting to demonstrate 
Jewish plans to control the world. 


The Bibliotheca Alexandrina, reopened just over a year ago 
after a 1,600-year hiatus, had temporarily put on show the first 
Arbaic translation of the Protocols of the Elders of Zion but then 
withdrawn it, a library official said, Dec 9. 


"The book was withdrawn a week before planned. The library 
is a sité for dialogue but it was accused of intolerance”, Youssef 
Ziedan, director of the manuscript centre and museum, told 
reporters. 


The library had itself described the text as a "well-known 
19th century fabrication to foment anti-Jewish feeling," but the 
United Nation’s cultural body UNESCO and a Jewish rights group 
expressed concern over the book’s display. 


Ziedan said the text being shown for historical interest and 
was regularly rotated, adding that it was not intended to offend 
anyone and was withdrawn as a result of criticism. 


The text was propagated in Europe at the start of the 20th 
century as a genuine blueprint for Jewish domination but later 
dismissed by historians as a fabrication designed to stir 
anti-Semitism. 


The library, replacing once that had been a beacon of 
knowledge for seven centuries in the ancient world until its 
demise in 415 AD, said in a statement that the display of the 
book showed "bad judgment and insensitivity”. 


(SOURCE: Statesman, Calcutta) 


ERITREA 


a. Ethiopia, Eritrea agree on UN plan to 
prevent border incidents: Military officials from 
Ethiopia and Eritrea have agreed in principle to a 
United Nations proposal to improve the handling of 
Les incidents, the UN mission in the area said, 

ec 15. 
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The initiative, involving three sector military coordination 
committees, was approved at a meeting held in Nairobi under 
the chairmanship of Major-General Robert Gordon, force 
commander of the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE). 


Addressing participants, he commended both parties for their 
continued cooperation while urging them to minimise talk of war 
because it fosters “an atmosphere of insecurity and anxiety 
among people living in the border areas," according to an 
UNMEE statement released following the closed-door meeting. 
At the same time, the force commander acknowledged that 
recent tension stems from the stalled demarcation process. 


Both parties stressed their common desire to find a solution 
to the current impasse and expressed their respective viewpoints 
in a "frank and honest manner," UNMEE said. They also 
remained committed to maintaining military stability. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 
[Background Info. Eritrea, page 1216:b] 


ETHIOPIA 


a. 100 dead as soldiers clash with civilians: 
Soldiers in the town of Gambella, 450km west of 
Addis Ababa, Dec 13, attacked leading members 
A : local ethnic group, leaving over 100 people 

ead. 


According to some reports, the attacks came after the death 
of seven men, including three government officials and one 
police officer, when their convoy was ambushed, ‘Dec’ 13, 
allegedly by members of the Anuak, or Anyuaa group. 


One report cited Ethiopian officials as saying the ambush 
provoked clashes between Anuak and Nuer, the largest ethnic 
group in that area; that fighting left 21 dead and was the 
justification for deploying government soldiers in the town to 
restore order. But local sources said the soldiers’ action looked 
more like a punishment operation against Anuak people. 


b, Ethiopia, Austria sign development agree- 
ment: A new bilateral agreement of up to 120 million 
birr was signed, Dec 15, between Dr Mulu Ketsela, 
minister of state for development, and Brigitte 
Oppinger-Walchshofer, Austrian ambassador to 
Ethiopia, at a ceremony held at the ministry of 
economic planning and development. 


The money is to be used for poverty reduction, food security, 
energy and health. 


Speaking at the signing ceremony, Oppinger-Walchshofer 
said that Austrian development assistance had increased 
substantially since Ethiopia became a priority country for the 
Austrian Development Cooperation in 1993. 


Apart from the areas covered by the agreement, Austria is 
aiso actively involved in the promotion of gender equality and 
the support of federal and democratic structures, engaging 
actively in scientific cooperation and providing various scholar- 
ship opportunities. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 


1228 African Chronicle 


GAMBIA 


a. Opposition leader re-arrested: Gambia’s 
firebrand opposition leader Lamine Was Juwara, 
who was awaiting trial on sedition charges, has been 
re-arrested after his bail order was revoked by a 
judge. 


Police detained Juwara, Dec 11, as he reported to a police 
station in the capital Banjul in compliance with his bail conditions. 
He was immediately taken to court where Judge Emmanuel Paul 
revoked his right to remain at liberty while awaiting trial. The 
judge ruled that Juwara had breached the conditions of his bail 
order by failing to report to the police station in the company of 
his lawyer. 


There were rowdy scenes in the High Court, Dec 12, when 
Jawara made a fresh appearance to appeal against the decision. 
Judge Paul rejected the appeal and activists of Jawara’s National 
Democratic Action Movement (NDAM) attempted to barricade 
themselves inside the court as he was fed down to the calls. 


"This time our leader will not go alone. They will have to 
arrest us all," cried Pa Manneh, the head of the NDAM's youth 
wing. 


Juwara was charged with sedition after calling for mass 
protests against the government of President Yahya Jammeh, 
which he accused of corruption and economic incompetence, in 
a newspaper interview published on September 29. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


IVORY COAST 


a. 12 killed in gun battle with soldiers in 
Abidjan: Twelve gunmen, wearing black T-shirts, 
were killed in Abidjan, Dec 11, in a gun battle that 
followed an attack on the main military barracks, 
national television reported, Dec 12. 


Another five gunmen were believed to have been killed in a 
separate attack on a transmission station for the government 
RT! television in the western Abidjan suburb of Abobo, military 
sources said. 


All the dead men had the words "Brigade Nindja" written on 
their black T-shirts, the military sources said. 


"Brigade Nindja" is the name of one of the pro-government 
militias in Abidjan, who were allegedly trained and armed by the 
government after mutinous soldiers attempted to stage a coup 


d'etat on September 19. A senior Ivorian army officer said an- 


investigation had been launched. It is suspected, he added, that 
the attacks were an infiltration by the rebellious soldiers who, 
since the coup attempt, have remained in control of the nerth of 
the country. 


"The bodies will be examined one by one to determine who 
these people are. It is very strange and unlikely that pro-gcvern- 
. ment militias could attack an army barracks,” the officer said, 
Dec 12. 
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The gunmen, the officer said, drove to the barracks at 
Akcuedo in four-wheel drive cars and minivans at about the 
same time that shooting started in Abobo. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background info. Ivory Coast, page 1217:a] 


KENYA 


a. Kenya signs UN anti-graft convention: 
Kenya became the first nation, Dec 10, to sign the 
UN convention against corruption that allows coun- 
tries to repatriate stolen funds in foreign accounts. 


Justice minister Kiraitu Murungi signed and ratified the 
document in Merida, Mexico. And as a result, Kenya committed 
itself to repatriation of any funds stashed abroad by corrupt 
individuals. 


“The convention raises hopes that funds transferred abroad 
by corrupt leaders can be brought back to the countries from 
where they were looted and to be used by the people,” a 
statement from Murungi’s office said. The law also provides that 
people who have suffered as a result of corruption can sue those 
responsible. Murungi said: "It is not by accident that Kenya has 
become the first nation to sign and ratify this convention. 


"Corruption, for us, has reached endemic proportions in our 
society. It has ruined our schools and hospitals. It has destroyed 
agriculture and industries. It has eaten up our roads and jobs.” 


b. Hookers immune to AIDS: Researchers are 
flocking Majengo red light district to find out why its 
prostitutes are HIV-negative, says a report, Dec 9. 


Agnes Munyiva has been a prostitute for 31 years in Kenya’s 
Majengo red light district and like many in the trade, she had 
her share of unprotected sex. But despite long exposure to 
HIV-positive men, she is HIV-negative. So are some other 
women working in the seedy Majengo haunts. That fact draws 
a very different sort of visitors to Majengo-—AIDS researchers. 


Some scientists suspect that if they can discover why a group 
of prostitutes had remained HIV-negative for so long, they may 
find the key to the development of an AIDS vaccine. 


Joshua Kimani, the director of Kenya’s AIDS Control 
Programme, believes that solving the Majengo riddle could be 
worthwhile. "There is something in them that is protecting them 
and that is the information we need to create the vaccine". 


The human body normally produces antibodies once it 
acquires the HIV virus, but Kimani argues that due to genetic 
differences and factors involving repeated exposure to the virus, 
the Majengo prostitutes react differently, developing cells called 
Cytotoxic T-Lymphocytes (CTLs) that kill the virus. "The more 
they get exposed, the higher the number of CTLs they get. They 
have to be constantly exposed to HIV to produce CTLs," Kimani 
said. 


Meanwhile Professor Andrew McMichael, the director of 
Britain's Weatherall Institute of Molecular Medicine, disagrees. 
He said only about five per cent of the Majengo prostitutes are 
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resistant to HIV, reflecting similar patterns in other high-risk 
groups such as the partners of HIV infected people. 


"There’s always a few who don't become infected. There’s 
nothing unique about them (Majengo women). Ifs just a 
concentrated group...," he said. 


Doctors have told Agnes and other women who have 
managed to remain HIV-negative that paradoxically, they must 
continually have sex with HIV-positive men to keep their status. 


But Munyiva says God has kept her safe, though Kenyan 
researchers argue that the immunity is genetic and runs in some 
families. "It has nothing to do with the tribe or the food they eat, 
it is actually genetic. It depends on the host. Genes gives them 
an edge over others," Kimani said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi and Deccan Herald, Bangalore) 


LIBERIA 


a. UNMIL restores calm to Monrovia: Following 
three nights of vandalism and destructions of life 
and properties in Monrovia and its environs by 
combatants of the former government of exiled 
President Charles Taylor, the United Nations Mis- 
sion in Liberia (UNMIL) has restored calm in 
Monrovia. 


UNMIL soldiers were seen in armor vehicles, Dec 10, 
patrolling trouble areas in the city. On the Old Road, the patrolling 
soldiers received applauds from bystanders. 

-~ Acting UNMIL force commander Maj Gen J O Owonibi told 
journalists at the force's weekly briefing, Dec 10, that the 
disturbances were unfortunate and that the force has put into 
place mechanism to deal with the situation. 


Gen. Owonibi pointed out that the force had expected that 
the combatants would have conducted themselves in a respon- 
sible manner while the disarmament process was going on. But 
he said it was discovered that others used the situation to shoot 
in the air to scare peaceful citizens. 


The UNMIL acting force commander did not clearly admit 
that the Force made an error, but pointed out that the force had 
only prepared to receive 1,000 combatants for the first day of 
the disarmament at the Scheifflein cantonment site. 


Nine shot dead in Monrovia riots: Eight bodies of former 
government fighters shot during three days of rioting by hundreds 
of militias demanding money in exchange for their guns, lay 
scattered around the eastern Monrovia suburb of Paynesville, 
Dec 10. 


Eyewitnesses said that the eight died in an exchange of 
gunfire with another group of militias, Dec 9, while attempting to 
loot a store owned by a Lebanese national. State radio quoting 
eyewitnesses said that some fighters shot and killed an 
unidentified middle-age woman in the city centre. The fighters 
reportedly made away with her vehicle. 


Residents of the capital kept a low profile as the rioting militias 
continued to drive around in stolen vehicles. A few shots rung 


out in several suburbs, Dec 10, but the United Nation Mission 
in Liberia (UNMIL) stepped up patrols and reinforced checkpoints 
with armoured cars around Monrovia. 


With quiet returning to Monrovia, Dec 10, the streets were 
being cleared in the afternoon while UN trucks resumed picking 
up fighters to take them to the cantonment site at Camp 
Scheifflin, 56 km southeast of the city. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
{Background Info Liberia, page 1218:a] 


MOROCCO 


a. Award for jailed journalist: A jailed Moroc- 
can journalist on a hunger strike, a Haitian radio 
director forced to flee home and a Zimbabwe 
newspaper ordered shut down were all honoured, 
Dec 10, with prizes for defending freedom of the 
press. 


The press watchdog group, Reporters Without Borders, 
honoured Ali Lmrabet, serving a three-year prison term for 
criticizing the king of Morocco, with its 2003 prize. 


Lmrabet, owner and editor of two satirical weeklies, was 
convicted in May for insulting King Mohammed VI and attacking 
the monarchy in articles and cartoons. His French-language 
sister weekly Douman were ordered closed. 


Lmrabet was hospitalized during a hunger strike in the spring. 
He began a new hunger strike on November 30, Reporters 
Without Borders said. 


Zimbabwe's best-selling independent newspaper, The Daily 
News, which denounced corruption and criminal activities among 
government leaders, was honoured for symbolizing the right to 
inform. The paper, constantly harassed, was forced to close in 
September because of new, restrictive press laws. The news- 
paper's editor-in-chief, Geoffery Nyarota, won UNESCO's 
Guillermo Cano World Press Freedom Prize for 2002. 


Michele Montas, former director of Radio Haiti Inter, was also 
honoured for defending press freedom. She was forced to shut 
down her radio station in February and flee the country after an 
attempted attack around Christmas, 2002, according to Report- 
ers Without Borders. 


Her husband, prominent journalist Jean Dominique, was 
shot dead in April 2000 in the courtyard of the radio station. 


Among previous winners are the Cuban dissident poet, Raul 
Rivero, and the Russian journalist, Grigori Pasko, sentenced in 
December 2001 to four years in prison for "treason". 


b. Women freed from obedience to husbands: 
King Mohammed and his advisers have come out 
with a package of reforms which has something for 
everyone, it was reported, Dec 14. 


Moroccan women’s group for years lobbied for family law, 
known as the Moudawana, to be drained of its religious content 
and treat men and women equally. But the country’s Islamists 
vociferously opposed any change that might distance family law 
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from Sharia, the Islamic law. A revised package of reforms, drawn 
up by a royal commission, has ingeniously side-stepped the most 
thorny issues. The new law will spell out that decisions on 
children and family planning should be taken by both spouses 
together. A woman will no longer have the legal obligation of 
“obedience” towards her husband. 


Other reforms, likely to pass smoothly into law with the royal 
stamp of approval, concern a woman's right to marry without a 
male relative's approval, polygamy, property rights, and a 
divorced women’s right to keep custody of young children on 
re-marriage. 


Forty-year-old King Mohammed has swung the full weight of 
his monarchical authority behind the proposals, which he has 
already outlined to parliament. 


Feminists had wanted polygamy outlawed, along wiih the 
husband's right to verbally divorce a wife without giving a reason. 
But both practices are endorsed in the Sharia. King Mohammed 
told politicians: "! cannot, as Commander of the Faithful....forbid 
‘what the Almighty has permitted”. 


However, his religious role as Moroccan monarch allowed 
the king to force down conservative Islamists and propose 
changes unheard of in most Arab countries. 


On the streets, most women had heard about the new law. 
"If only it had come out earlier!" said mother of five Amina 
Assanki, 36, from the mountainous Rif region. Her own husband, 
complaining that child-bearing had spoilt her looks, had taken a 
second, younger wife, she said. 


Dropping its previous trenchant cpposition to change, the 
Justice and Development Party (PJD), the only Islamists in the 
Moroccan parliament, gave its "fim endorsement" to the reforms. 
They would "benefit the Moroccan family and all its elements, 
husband, wife and children,” said a PJD communique. 


Nadia Yassine, a spokeswoman for the Ad! wal ihsane 
(Justice and Charity) Islamist movement, also approved the 
revised proposals: "We have often slated that the text of the 
Moudawana is not sacred,” she said. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras and Statesman, Cacutta) 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. New family law passed: Dozens of women 
in the gallery of the Assembly of the Republic, burst 
into song, Dec 9, as the Assembly unanimously 
passed a new family law, defending the rights of 
children and women. 


The Bill had passed its first reading in April, but then went 
for amendment in joint sittings of the assembly's legal affairs and 
social affairs commissions. 


The two controversial areas the commissions had to deal 
with were the age for marriage, and adoption. 


They agreed with the government that the age of marriage 
should be 18 for both sexes: under the previous law (dating from 
1966) it was 16 for boys and just 14 for girls, a provision which 
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looks like legitimised child abuse. However, the government’s 
original Bill allowed exceptions: girls could “under special 
circumstances” (a euphemism for pregnancy) marry at the age 
of 16, with their parents’ consent. 


The commissions thought this violated the constitutional 
equality between the sexes, and so amended the clause to 
ensure that 16-year olds of either sex could marry “under 
exceptional circumstances”. 


As for adoption, the commissions agreed with the govern- 
ment position that any couple who have been living together 
(married or not) for at least three years, and are aged 25 or 
over, can adopt. So can single people who can provide "moral 
and material conditions that guarantee the healthy growth of the 
child”. 

(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


NAMIBIA 


a. 3 die in plane accident: A German pilot and 
two passengers from the Netherlands were killed, 
Dec 6, when their aircraft flew into power lines at 
Hoachanas shortly after take-off from the interna- 
Lats known Bitterwasser Lodge and Gliding 

entre. 


Mwangi Kamau, who heads the directorate of aircraft 
accident investigations in the ministry of works, transport and 
communication, told The Namibian that the accident took place 
at about 11am. 


Mwangi said the aircraft - a Cessna 182 with the registration 
number V5-ENN - was heading for the Hosea Kutako Interna- 
tional Airport near Windhoek after having taken off from the 
Bitterwasser airfield. ‘ 


Three shareholders of the internationally Known Bitterwasser 
Lodge and Gliding Centre - about 180 km south-west of 
Windhoek, where some of the world’s best climatic conditions 
for the recreation of gliding can be found - were killed on impact, 
the manager of Bitterwasser, Berend Kruger, said, Dec 7. 


The victims were identified as Christof Sigward (65), a 
German national, and a Dutch couple, Johan (67) and Helke 
Brouwer (63). 


The Brouwers were set to return to Europe after a weekiong 
visit to Bitterwasser. 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


NIGERIA 


a. Obasanjo optimistic of Zimbabwe’s return 
to C’wealth: President Olusegun Obasanjo, Dec 
14, disclosed that he met “a little bit angry" President 
Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe in Geneva, a day after 
the end of the Commonwealth Heads of Govern- 
ment Meeting (CHOGM) in Abuja. 


The disclosure, which was made during the President's 
media chat was ahead of the visit of a delegation to the Southern 
African country to pave way for the return of Zimbabwe to the 
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Commonwealth before Christmas as announced by Obasanjo in 
his capacity as the chairperson-in-sitting of the Commonweaith. 


Obasanjo, however, expressed optimism that Zimbabwe will 
soon return to the Commonwealth. 


Obasanjo said, he (Mugabe) was a little bit angry. He said 
if he will receive me, he will receive me as President of Nigeria 
and not an envoy of the Commonwealth which is under- 
standable." 


(See South Africa, page 1232, Zimbabwe, page 1234) 


"We chatted as two brothers and President Mugabe is a very 
honourable and reasonable person. | have always said that | 
understand how he is feeling and all | want to do is to help him 
and help Zimbabwe. The other side too will have to do something. 
And all of us in the Commonwealth will have to help both sides 
because both sides need help," he stated. 


Obasanjo regretted that "it was really unfortunate from all 
that | know. | wish Zimbabwe had gone a little bit faster or that 
GHOGM had come a little bit later. Maybe the situation that 
happened (suspension of Zimbabwe from the Commonwealth), 
would not have happened." 


b. Army raids village after ethnic clashes: 
The Nigerian army raided a village in the country’s 
oil-rich south, Dec 5, killing at least four people after 
a fresh round of clashes between rival communities, 
sources from the ethnic ljaw group said. 


"Between two and four (in the afternoon) Itsekiri youths went 
in a convoy of 36 speedboats to launch an attack on the ljaw 
community of Ojudorgbebne”, local human rights activist Joel 
Bisina said. 


"Following that attack a military helicopter went to another 
community known as Ububarakiu, opened fire and killed four 
people”. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi and Asian Age, New Delhi) 
RWANDA 


a. RSF welcomes life sentences against two 
journalists in hate media trial: RSF has welcomed 
the life sentences passed against Ferdinand Nahi- 
mana, a founder of Radio-Tlvision Libre des Mille 
Collines (RTLM), and Hassan Ngeze, former editor 
of Kangura magazine. 


The International Criminal Tribunal of Rwanda (ICTR), based 
in Arusha, Tanzania, announced the sentences on December 
3. The two journalists were convicted for their role in the 1994 
genocide that took 800,000 fives. Jean-Bosco Barayagwiza, 
another RTLM staff member, was sentenced to 35 years in 
prison. 


"We are pleased that this case has finally reached a 
conclusion despite countless procedural delays and obstacles,” 
RSF secretary-general Robert Minard said. "This is the first time 
that journalists have been sentenced to life imprisonment for 
incitement to murder and violence in their reports," he added. 
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"We hope these sentences are seen as a warning to the 
many journalists in Africa and elsewhere who also stir up hate 
in their writing,” Minard said. 


“Even if no country today is in a situation comparable to 
Rwanda’s at the time of the genocide, these sentences should 
serve as a call to order to all the publications that constantly 
flout the most elementary rules of professional ethics and 
conduct." 


The so-called hate media trial began in October 2000, In 
August 2003, the ICTR prosecutor requested life sentences for 
the three defendants, who pleaded not guilty. A fourth journalist, 
Belgian national Georges Ruggiu, was sentenced to 12 years in 
prison in June 2000 for “incitement to genocide and crimes 
against humanity" on RTLM. 


[Background Info. Rwanda, page 1220:a] 

b. Harare, Kigali, UNHCR sign tripartite 
agreement: The governments of Rwanda and 
Zimbabwe and the office of the UN High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) signed a tripartite 
agreement, Dec 9, on the voluntary repatriation of 
an estimated 350 Rwandan refugees in Zimbabwe. 


Signing the agreement in the Rwandan capital, Kigali, the 
parties pledged to support the repatriation that is scheduled to 
begin in mid-2004. They assigned each other roles and 
responsibilities to ensure the success of the process. 


The Zimbabwean government was mandated to ensure that 
the refugees were well informed about the security situation in 
Rwanda, to enable them decide whether or not to repatriate. 


On its part, the government of Rwanda would ensure that 
the refugees returned home in safety and that it would encourage 
a few of them to return to Zimbabwe to sensitise those remaining 
on the need to repatriate. 


The UNHCR would provide support for travel as well as initial 
settlement for the returnees. The parties announced that an 
information campaign would soon be launched to inform the 
refugees in Zimbabwe about the situation in Rwanda. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SENEGAL 


a. Amnesty highlights 180 disappearances in 
Casamance: The government of Senegal should 
bring to justice, swiftly and with impartiality those 
responsible for disappearances and other missing 
person cases in the troubled Casamance region, 
Amnesty International said, Dec 4. 


According to the human rights group, between 1992 and 
2001 about 180 people disappeared in Casamance, a swampy 
region in southern Senegal that lies between Gambia and the 
Guinea-Bissau border. 


For 22 years it has been the scene of a low intensity bush 
war between the Senegalese army and separatist guerillas. 


Amnesty blamed about 100 of the disappearances on the 
army and about 80 on the Movement of Democratic Forces of 
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Casamance (MFDC), a faction-ridden rebel movementwhich has 
been fighting for the independence of Casamance since 1981. 


For most of the period documented by Amnesty, President 
` Abdou Diouf wasin power. He was replaced by the current head 
of state, Abdoulaye Wade, in April 2000 after the opposition 
candidate ousted Diouf in a presideniial election. 


“Despite a positive evolution in the last three years, 
impunity remains. The victims have received no justice, no 
moral nor financial reparation," Salvator Sagne, a Paris-based 
researcher of Amnesty International said in the Senegalese 
capital, Dakar. . 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. New envoy appointed for UN mission in 
Sierra Leone: United Nations Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan, Dec 2, appointed senior Tanzanian 
Official Daudi Ngelautwa Mwakawago his new 
special representative for Sierra Leone, succeeding 
Oluyemi Adeniji, who recently became Nigeria’s 
foreign minister. . 


Mwakawago was Tanzania's permanent representative to 
the UN from 1994 to 2003, after having held ministerial 
positions in his government. At the UN, he chaired the Group 
of 77 in 1997. 


Under the stewardship of Adeniji, the UN Mission in Sierra 
Leone (UNAMSIL) “supported a massive disarmament exercise, 
as well as national elections in Sierra Leone, and facilitated the 
restoration of the government's authority throughout the territory 
of Sierra Leone," according to a statement by a spokesman for 
Annan. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SOMALIA 


a. Senior police officer shot dead in So- 
maliland: A senior police officer was shot dead 
in Hargeysa, the capital of the self-declared 
republic of Somaliland, Dec 9, according to a 
focal journalist. 


He said the Hargeysa regional traffic police chief, Col 
Mahmud Abdi Jama, was shot twice in front of his house by 
unknown gunmen who followed him home. "He was rushed to 
a nearby hospital but died shortly afterwards,” the source 
added. 


An investigation into the killing is underway, with many 
policemen visible on the streets of the city. The police officer's 
killing follows the murder in October of two British teachers, 
Richard and Enid Eyeington, and Italian veteran aid worker, Dr 
Annalena Tonelli. 


An official with Somaliland’s information ministry said the 
motive for the latest murder was not yet clear. l 


"Itis unlikely that this and the earlier incidents are connected," 
the official said. “It is too early to spaculate on who might have 
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killed the officer and why. We have to wait for the police to arrest 
suspects before we can comment.” 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


- SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Zimbabwe’s suspension unjustified, says 
Nibeki: President Thabo Mbeki has described as 
unjustified the continued suspension of Zimbabwe 
from the Commonwealth of Nations. 


He said the decision to keep the country suspended was 
not, as is the Commonwealth tradition, arrived at by consen- 
SUS. 


In a letter he wrote to the African National Congress (ANC) 
shortly after the close of the 2003 Commonwealth Heads of 
Government Meeting (CHOGM) which ended in Abuja, Dec 8, 
Mbeki highlighted the ‘strong disagreement’ of the Southern 
African Development Community (SADC) countries with the 
CHOGM decision. 


(See Zimbabwe, page 1234) 


The Abuja CHOGM ended with a resolve to continue the 
isolation of Zimbabwe on the ground that the re-election of 
President Robert Mugabe did not adequately allow for a free 
expression of will by the electors. 


Mbeki recalled that when a three-man committee made up 
of the Prime Minister of Australia and Presidents of Nigeria and 
South Africa was set up by CHOGM at Coolum, Australia in 
2002, its term of reference was to take action on Zimbabwe in 
the event that the Commonwealth elections observer team made 
a negative finding about the 2002 Zimbabwe presidential 
elections. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


SUDAN 


a. Sudan demands apology: The Khartoum 
government has reacted angrily to Uganda's re- 
newed claims that rebel leader Joseph Kony still 
has bases in Sudan. 


The Khartoum government, Dec 8, summoned Uganda’s 
ambassador to Sudan, Muli Katende, to protest the claims. On 
December 2, the minister of State for defence, Ms Ruth 
Nankabirwa, was. quoted in the local media saying that Kony 
still has a rear base camp, 3km northwest of Nisitu junction, 
behind the Sudan army lines. 


"The ministry of foreign affairs of Sudan has summoned H.E 
Mull Katende, the ambassador of the Republic of Uganda to 
Sudan, to protest the statements of the state minister for 
defence,” a statement issued, Dec 8, by the Sudan embassy 
said. 


The Sudanese want Katende to send a fact-finding mission 
with the participation of the Americans to verify the presence of 
LRA camps "within the Sudanese lands behind the Sudan army 
lines. 
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"Upon verification of non-existence of such camps, ihe 
government of the Republic of Sudan demands an explanatory 
reply and dh apology for that unfounded allegation," the 
statement said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


TOGO 


a. Gilchrist Olympio accuses Ghana of mass 
expulsion of Togolese exiles: Exiled Togolese 
opposition leader, Gilchrist Olympio, now based in 
Paris, has fired salvos from the French capital 
against the Ghanaian government, it was reported, 
Dec 4. 


In a release made available to the press, Olympio accused 
the government of President John Agyekum Kufuor of carrying 
out a policy of systematic expulsion of Togolese political exiles 
living in Ghana. 


The leader of one of Togo’s largest opposition parties, the 
Union of Forces for Change, (UFC) which has the Party of Forces 
for Change, (the PFC) as its proxy, lamented what he described 
as "the close collaboration between President John Kufuor of 
Ghana and Gnassingb Eyadma of Togo" since the former came 
to power three years ago. 


"Eyadma has very strong links of collaboration with the 
current government of Ghana, and based upon these links, 
certain Togolese exiles have been expelled from Ghana, some 
to Togo, while others have been sent to other neighbouring 
countries", Olympio said. The Togolese leader expressed cold 
comfort about the continued security co-operation existing 
between the two countries. 


"We have also observed a very strong link of co-operation 
between the two countries on the security level," he declared. 


Olympio said "we are worried about this type of security 
co-operation." 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


TUNISIA 


a. Anti-terrorism Bill adopted by parliament: 
Tunisian parliament adopted an anti-terrorism and 
money-laundering Bill, Dec 9. 


The Bill, which aims at providing support to international anti- 
terrorism efforts, provides for more severe sentences for 
individuals convicted of committing acts of terrorism. It also 
makes it a crime to provide financial assistance or any other 
type of support to terrorist activities. The Bill attempts to strike 
a balance between the need to prosecute and punish those 
convicted of terrorism crimes and the rights of the accused to a 
fair trial. 


All 103 articles of the Bill were voted by members of the 
Chamber of Deputies. Five members abstained when it came to 
article 6 of the Bill, pertaining to the crime of incitement to commit 
acts of hate and bigotry. 
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b. UN human rights envoy concerned over 
harassment of lawyer: The United Nations envoy 
charged with protecting human rights activists, Nov 
26, expressed her dismay over allegations that a 
prominent Tunisian lawyer, who has gone on a 
hunger strike, has been harassed and physically 
assaulted by authorities. 


Hina Jilani, the special representative of Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan on human rights, said she had also received reports 
that clients of Radhia Nasraoui were being coerced into changing 
their lawyer. 


Ms. Nasraoui, a lawyer, prominent member of Tunisia’s bar 
and the president of the Association de Lutte Contre la Torture 
(ALCT), has been on a hunger strike since October 15. She is 
now reported to be suffering “serious health consequences,” said 
Ms. Jilani. 


Ms Jilani urged Tunisia to protect its human rights defenders, 
including Ms. Nasraoui, and to ensure that freedom of expression 
and association, and the right to offer legal counsel, are 
respected. 


c. Journalist fined, given suspended sen- 
tence: The International Federation of Journalists 
(IFJ), Nov 24, accused the Tunisian authorities of 
misusing the law to silence critics, after a court in 
Tunis gave journalist and human rights activist 
Neziha Rejiba an eight-month suspended sentence 
and a fine of approximately 810 euros. 


According to one of Rejiba’s lawyers, she could be "picked 
up for even a minor infraction of the law and jailed." 


"Charging a journalist as a criminal on an absurd and minor 
charge over a foreign currency technicality is unacceptable," said 
Aidan White, IFJ general secretary. "This is a barefaced attempt 
to silence a well-known defender of civil rights in Tunisia and to 
stifle the voice of dissent.” 


Upon her return from a trip abroad in September, Rejiba, 
better known by the surname of "Om Zied", editor-in-chief of the 
outlawed paper Kalima and prominent member of the Conseil 
National pour les Liberts en Tunisie (CNLT), was interrogated 
by officials of the customs enquiries directorate and charged with 
violating the law regulating the exchange of foreign currency. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Tunisia, page 1174:a] 


UGANDA 


a. 500 held in swoop against LRA: Police and 
military intelligence personnel in Lira have arrested 
over 500 in a.swoop against Lord’s Resistance Army 
(LRA) informers. 


The officer in-charge of Lira central police station, Gastafa 
Sserwanga, told The New Vision, Dec 12, that the operation was 
conducted to rid the district of Kony informers. 
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"We decided to round up all strangers and screen them. From 
the 500 we arrested, we are still detaining 104 suspests for 
further screening,” Sserwanga said. 


He said those identified as rebel sympathisers would be 
handed over to the army. 


He said some of the suspects were arrested without any 
documents on them. The secretary for finance in Lira central 
division, Okello Okok, said some of them had not paid tax for 
many years. 


[Background Info. Uganda, page 1222:a] 


b. Kony spy chief killed: Barely a month after 
killing Joseph Kony’s army chief Brig. Charles 
Tabuley in Teso, the army said it has killed the LRA 
spy chief, Brig. Ceaser Accellam. 


Accellam, one of the few highly educated Lord's Resistance 
Army rebels, was the chief of military intelligence. LRA’s Capt. 
Bernard Okello, an adjutant of Kony’s control altar brigade (the 
headquarters), surrendered to the UPDF fourth division, Dec 9. 


He narrated details on the death of Tabuley and Accellam. 
Okello said Accellam was killed on November 11, 2003 in a battle 
with the UPDF in Otuke hills in Lira disérict. 


He said two other senior LRA officers were killed in the same 
battle. He identified them as Lt. Col. Akura and Lt. Col. Lacel-Cel. 
Okello has been in the bush for 13 years. He surrendered with 
two escorts, three guns and a grenade. 


Fifth division army spokesman Lt. Chris Magezi said, “at that 
time, we did not know we had killed senior rebel officers. We 
saw four bodies and buried them without closely identifying them. 
But we saw a trail of blood along the route the fleeing rebels 
took." Magezi said in the Otuke battle, the army rescued seven 
children and captured two rebels with four guns. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


ZAMBIA 


a. Opposition leader calls for Zambia’s sus- 
pension from Commonwealth: Zambia should be 
suspended from the Commonwealth until it gets its 
electoral practices up to an acceptable standard, 
opposition Patriotic Front (PF) secretary general 
Guy Scott has said. 


Submitting before the Electoral Reform Technical Committee 
(ERTC) in Lusaka, Dec 8, Scott said Zambia has had nothing 
but well founded allegations of rigging, including from western 
missions for nearly 12 years. 


"This is a worse record than Zimbabwe and perhaps the 
committee should recommend to the Commonwealth heads of 
government meeting that Zambia, and not Zimbabwe, should be 
under suspension until it gets its electoral practices up to an 
acceptable standard," he said. 


He said Zambia has not had a broadly acceptable election 
since 1991. Scott said the European Union's report on the 2001 
elections and the subsequent reports on the conduct of 


by-elections gave'a good picture of an electoral process in which 
the rule of law did not operate. 


He said the real problem was that election related crime was 
not treated as crime. z 


"When was someone last arrested, charged and tried for 
vote buying, for impersonating a voter, for deliberately falsifying 
a tally, for being in possession of ballot papers, for issuing or 
implementing threats against witnesses in petition cases?” he 
asked. 


b. Lightning kills 8: Eight people from two 
families died instantly after being struck by lightning 
r two separate incidences in Kitwe and Kaputa 

istricts. 


Three others escaped with minor burns. 


In the Kitwe incident, four members of one family were burnt 
beyond recognition when lightning struck their home while they 
were sleeping in Maposa farming bloc, Dec 8. 


The deceased has been identified as 63 -year-old Patrick 
Banda, his wife, Lufina Mfula 43, and two grand children Sombo 
Bwalya and Jesinta Bwalya aged 13 and eight years, respec- 
tively. 


The other incident a widow and three youths died when their 
house was struck, Dec 5, at Nsemiwe village in Nsama area, 
Kaputa district. 


Both Kaputa district administrator Emmanuel Chileshe and 
district social welfare officer Kanonka Kashimba confirmed the 
incident. Three others who suffered minor burns were treated 
and discharged from a clinic at Nsama. 


The four victims were identified as Bupe Musonda, Rodger 
Mubanga both 13, Honest Mwansa 17, and their mother Albina 
Musonda. Household goods including K95,000 cash were 
destroyed in the fire. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Zimbabwe quits Commonwealth: Presi- 
dent Robert Mugabe’s ruling party railed at Britain 
and its “white allies", Dec 8, saying they had 
forced Zimbabwe into a no-win situation which 
had left it with no choice but to pull out of the 
Commonwealth. 


"Whatever our detractors and critics are saying, for us this 
is like an escape from hell because Britain and its white allies 
have turned the Commonwealth into a Zimbabwe lynching club,” 
Didymus Mutasa, external affairs secretary of Mugabe's ZANU- 
PF party, said. 


The group of 54 mostly former British colonies renewed 
Zimbabwe's suspension, Dec 7, demanding that Harare seek 
reconciliation with the opposition and respect human rights, 
prompting a furious Mugabe to carry out a threat to withdraw. 


Zimbabwe was suspended early in 2002 on the grounds that 
Mugabe, 79, who has ruled the country since independence in 
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1980, rigged his re-election in 2002 and persecuted his 
opponents. Commonwealth leaders said they regretted 
Mugabe’s response, with British foreign secretary Jack Straw 
warning it would hurt Zimbabwe's people the most. 


Membership in the Commonwealth confers political prestige 
on the international stage for poor nations and some modest 
trade and aid benefits. - 


Members see exclusion from the "gentleman's club,” which 
highly values cordial diplomacy, as an insult. But ZANU-PF’s 
Mutasa was non-plussed by what he saw as the Common- 
wealth’s “hypocrisy”. 


“We withdraw our membership and they say we are wrong 
and we should stay, but stay suspended so that they can 
demonise our government,” he said. 


Australian Prime Minister John Howard noted, however, that 
it was not the first withdrawal from the Commonwealth nor was 
it irreversible. "Nothing is permanent", said Howard, who took a 
hard line against Mugabe. "You have to have consistent 
standards in these matters”. 


Talks on Zimbabwe dominated a four-day Commonwealth 
summit in the Nigerian capital Abuja which closed, Dec 8, causing 
the worst split since South Africa’s apartheid policies in the 1970s 
and 1980s and dividing members roughly on colour lines. 


Commonwealth leaders spent three days carefully crafting a 
face-saving declaration, which did not mention the word 
“suspension”. Once South Africa's breadbasket, Zimbabwe now 
relies on aid to féed millions. Unemployment is running at more 
than 70 per cent and inflation is above 500 per cent. 


Australia presses for Mugabe's resignation: Australia, 
Dec 3, urged African leaders attending a summit of Britain and 
its former colonies to pressure Robert Mugabe to resign as 
President of Zimbabwe, a member of the 54-nation grouping. 


Speaking ahead of his departure for the Commonwealth 
Heads of Government Meeting in the Nigerian capital Abuja, the 
Australian Prime Minister, John Howard, said he wanted "strongly 
increased international pressure" on Mugabe to resign. 


"!'m rather hopeful that at the Commonwealth conference, 
those leaders that are closer to him in Africa will understand the 
strength of world opinion and will bring pressure to bear on him 
to depart the scene", he told a Perth radio station. 


Howard lobbied leaders at the previous summit hosted by 
Australia in February 2002 for Zimbabwe to be suspended from 
the group if the March 2002 presidential elections were not 
declared fair by a Commonwealth observer group. 


Mugabe, who was not invited to summit, sought support from 
fellow African leaders to be allowed to attend. Queen Elizabeth 
li—-who remains head of state of most of the Commonwealth 
countries—and the Prime Ministers of Britain, Australia, Canada, 
New Zealand and Pacific nations said they would boycott the 
meeting if Mugabe attended. 


The Nigerian President, Olusegun Obasanjo, said Mugabe 
was welcome to visit his country, but would not be allowed to 


attend the Dec 5-8 summit. Mugabe then indicated he might pull 
out of the Commonwealth, blaming "white" nations like Australia 
for excluding Zimbabwe. 


Foreign envoys face the boot: A caucus meeting of 
ZANU-PF parliamentarians resolved, Dec 10, to boot British, 
Australian, Canadian and New Zealand diplomats out of the 
country - a move immediately condemned by political observers 
as "retrogressive". 


The parliamentarians had met to endorse cabinet approval 
of a ZANU-PF decision to withdraw the country’s membership 
from the 54-nation Commonwealth "club" of mainly former British 
colonies. However, the party had by Dec 10 brought to parliament 
a decision to withdraw the country’s membership from the 
Commonwealth as the first step towards introducing a ban on 
the four countries’ missions. 


The motion was moved by foreign affairs minister, Stan 
Mudenge, but was shot down by opposition Movement for 
Democratic Change (MDC) MP, Priscilla Misihairabwi- 
Mushonga, who argued that President Robert Mugabe had been 
expelled from the Commonwealth. 


The motion was then amended by justice minister Patrick 
Chinamasa and immediately seconded by ZANU-PF MP Philip 
Chiyangwa. The politician then moved the caucus decision to 
close down diplomatic missions of the four countries. 

(SOURCE: Independent, Harare and Hindu, Madras) 
[Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 1223:a] 





REGIONAL: 


a. AIDS threaten Africa’s future, says Clin- 
tion: Former US President Bill Clinton said, Nov 
30, that Africa’s future was threatened by the AIDS 
pandemic raging through the world’s poorest conti- 
nent. 


"Nothing less than the future of Africa is at stake," Clinton 
wrote in an article published in South Africa's Sunday 
Independent on the eve of World AIDS day. "AIDS is causing 
incalculable damage to the health, economy and security of 
societies where the disease is allowed to run rampant," he 
said. 


AIDS is blazing a trail of misery across Africa, robbing poor 
families of breadwinners and leaving millions of orphans in its 
wake. This has hit productivity, deepened poverty, pushed crime 
rates up and provided a ready supply of child soldiers for rag- 
tag rebel armies from Congo to Liberia. 


Sub-Saharan Africa is the region worst affected by the 
HIV/AIDS epidemic, with an estimated 26.6 million people 
infected with the disease. South Africa has the world’s single 
highest mumbers of people infected with HIV/AlIDS—some five 
million or more than one out of every 10 South Africans. 


Clinton welcomed South Africa’s new plan to begin a 
nationwide treatment programme using anti-retroviral (ARV) 
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drugs, calling it a “milestone for a country that has one of the between HIV and AIDS and officials resisted the use of ARV 
highest rates of infection”. drugs, the only proven treatment for the disease. 


"President Thabo Mbeki and his governmment deserve a Mbeki's government, faced with angry public protest ahead 
lot of credit for bringing this historic moment about," Clinton of general elections in 2004, finally agreed to bring ARV 


wrote. This is rare praise for Mdeki’s handling of the AIDS treatment to the public sector by gradually rolling out medication 
crisis. Mbeki has been widely criticised for questioning the link to the sicke while upping prevention efforts. 


(SOURCE: Statesman, Calcutta) 





„ANALYSIS Ji 
In Somalia, many leaders, little peace 


Te recent sight of Black Hawk helicopters falling from 


His rule is disputed by Abdikassim Salad Hassan. He was 
elected president of Somalia at an earlier peace conference in 
Djibouti in 2000. Salad has acted as president for the past three 
years. But he has had a difficult tenure. 


the sky in Iraq prompts comparisons with Somalia, | 
where the downing of a Black Hawk in 1993 spelled the 
end of an earlier experiment in stabilizing a divided, violence- 
racked nation. 
| 
| 


The warlords who really control Somalia ceded him no more 
than a portion of Mogadishu. In October, as Salad headed 
overseas, his own bodyguards refused to let him leave the 
country unless he paid them back wages. Several months ago, 
Salad’s transitional government, which was given authority for 
three years, reached the end of its term. 


A decade after the American withdrawal from Mogadishu, 
Somalia remains an anarchic country without a central govern- 
ment, a reminder that the conditions that breed terrorism will still 
exist even if lraq is eventually stabilized. 


Somalia is conducting peace negotiations on a college 
campus outside Nairobi. But that’s nothing unusual—this is the 
14th round of talks in the 13 years since Somalia’s last 
government collapsed. The talks, punctuated by the occasional 
fistfight, underscore just how hard it will be to rebuild economic, 
legal and social strictures that were long ago destroyed. 


But with no official president to replace him, Salad has hung 
onto the job. Then there are what might be called the regional 
presidents. Puntland, a breakaway region in northeastern 
somalia, is ruled by Abdullahi Yusuf. But his vice president, 
Historically, Somalia has always been more a collection of Muhammad Abdi Hashi, recently declared himself president. 
widely scattered settlements and clans than a unified country. 
During the 19th century, the British took one chunk and the 


Italians another. 


Another autonomous region, Somaliand, held elections in 
April 2003 that gave the presidency to the incumbent, Dahir 


Rayale Kahin. 
Upon independence in 1960, Somalia became one, at least 


on the map. In 1969, after years of instability, an autocratic army He won an election by just 80 votes of nearly 500,000 cast. 
general named Mohamed Siad Barre seized power and kept Dozens of other Somalis who do not currently assert that they 
Somalia together from 1969 to 1991, until the cold war ended. are the president would nevertheless like to lay claim to the title. 
Delegates to the talks are going to decide first on the makeup 


Today, the clannishness is back in force with at least five of the 351-member parliament 


different men claiming to be president of various portions of the 

country and scores of warlords who have divvied up virtually The lawmakers, carefully balanced to reflect Somalia's 
every city block and remote village for themselves. American | numerous clans, will then decided on the next leader. Whoever 
attention is now focused elsewhere, but the problems that emerges as the next leader will simply enter a crowded field of 
haunted Somalia a decade ago have festered. One of the pretenders and outright frauds. 
supposed presidents is Abdinur Ahmed Darman, a businessman 
who staged a large rally in Mogadishu in July 2003, during which 
he declared himself Somalia’s head of state. 


Somalia will almost certainly remain divided, a haunting 
reminder that the campaign against terror will not be over even 


ae , if calm some day replaces chaos in Iraq. 
Darman’s business activities are diverse, including the a q 


printing of fake Somali shillings, according to the United Nations —Marc Lacey in New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, Dec 6, 
report. 2003) 
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ALGERIA | “"Since the end of the war, Angola has experienced a growing _ 


a. RSF condemns suspended jail sentence 
against cartoonist: Reporters Without Borders 
(RSF) has condemned a four-month suspended jail 
sentence against cartoonist Ali Dilem of the daily 


Libert. 


-` The sentence was handed down by an Algiers court on 
December 23. "Once again we condemn the Algerian authori- 
ties’ abusive use of Article 144A of the criminal code, which, 
using a mask of defamation, is aimed at gagging the independent 
press", said RSF secretary-general Robert Minard. “The 
government is thus trying to blunt the pen of one of the most 
trenchant cartoonists," he added. 


Dilem was sentenced for defamation under “rticle 144A of 
the amended criminal code. He received a four-month suspended 
prison sentence and a fine of 100,000 dinars, in a case that 
pitted him against the defence ministry. 


Abrous Outoudert and Hacne Ouandjeli, the daily’s former 
publisher and former managing editor respectively, were also 
sentenced in the case and fined 50,000 dinars each. 


The offending cartoon, dated 3 April 2002, was based on a 
dramatic incident that took place on April 2 when 21 soldiers 
were caught in-a fake roadblock set up by two terrorists. The 
cartoon was captioned, "The criminal code protects the generals 
but not the soldiers”. 


The defence ministry was of the opinion that the cartoon was 
defamatory. Dilem’s lawyer, counsellor Bourayou, considered the 
verdict particularly harsh. "They want to punish not only Dilem 
himself but also this form of expression," he told the daily Le 
Matin. 


; (SOURCE: Le Matin, Algiers) 
[Background Info. Algeria, page 1225:a] 


| ANGOLA | 


a. Ugandans named in diamond trafficking: 
Angola has named Ugandans among foreigners 
invading its diamond fields. 


The Angolan army, Dec 16, strongly warned ine diamond 
traffickers and threatened tougher action. The army denounced 
what it called the "predominance of foreigners among the 
diamond traffickers, including nationals of Rwanda, Uganda and 
both Congos," among other countries in the region. 


"t [diamond trafficking] poses a serious threat to economic 


_and social stability [of Angola]," the army said on national radio. 


invasion of its diamond fields by both foreigners and locals," the 
army statement said. 


“These groups of traffickers are armed and possess the 
sophisticated equipment needed to extract the diamonds," the 
army said. "It is evident that in these zones, peace is under 
threat," it said, adding that the army needed to maintain order, 
discipline and peace in these regions. Diamond trafficking occurs 
mainly in the provinces of Malange, Lunda-north and Lunda- 
south in northeastern Angola, as well as regions in the centre 
and the south, including the province of Bie. 


Diamonds are one of the principal sources of income for 
Angola, and largely financed the 27-year civil war between the 
army and the former rebel group —the National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola (UNITA), which came to an end 
in April 2002 with the death of its leader, Jonas Savimbi. 

b. Six killed in mine blast: Six CARE Interna- 
tional workers were killed when a landmine ex- 
ploded on a road declared safe by the United 
Nations, it was reported, Dec 18. 


The dead, all Angolans, were travelling in a trailer attached 
to a tractor and worked for one of the organisation’s agricultural 
training programmes. Three were killed instantly, the others died 
later in hospital. 


"The tractor pulled off the road to a spot in front of an electric 
lamp post, and detonated what must have been an anti-tank 
mine," CARE country director Douglas Steinberg said. “lt blew 
the trailer well into the air and tore it apart." 


Steinberg said CARE had taken all the necessary safety 
precautions and did not operate in areas deemed unsafe. "There 
was a lot of traffic on this road. We had been driving up and 
down it for a year and a half. It had been declared safe by the 
UN security unit in Angola for about two years," he said. 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


BENIN 


a. 133 killed in Cotonou plane crash: As 
many as 133 people, including 76 Lebanese citizens 
and 15 Bangladesh UN peacekeers, were killed in 
a plane crash near Cotonou, Dec 25. . 


The coffins of the 76 Lebanese victims who died in plane 
crash in Benin on Christmas day were flown home, Dec 28, from 
Cotonou airport aboard a French military plane. The plane also 
carried the remains of four other people, two were Iranians and 
two unidentified. 
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The bodies of 15 Bangladeshi United Nations peacekeepers _ 


who were also among the 133 killed in the.crash were flown out 
iater. Benin Republic held an interdénominational service, Dec 
28, in memory of those killed in the plane crash. 


A military spokesman in the Bangladesh capital, Dhaka, said 
its soldiers had been returning home on leave. Thirteen of them 
had been serving as UN peacekeepers in Sierra Leone. Two 
others had been stationed in Liberia, he said. 


Another 10 people are still missing after the Beirut-bound 
plane plunged into the sea shortly after taking off from Cotonou, 
Benin’s main city. Twenty two people survived, including the 
Lebanese pilot of the Boeing 727, which was carrying 161 people. 
French aviation experts have arrivéd in Benin to helo the 
authorities decode the black box flight recorders recovered from 
the wreckage. 


b. Benin gets its first-ever sovereign credit 
rating: As part of an assault on poverty in 
Sub-Saharan African countries, Benin has been 
assigned sovereign credit rating by one of the United 
Nations Development Programme’s (UNDP) part- 
ners, Standard & Poor’s. 


Ghana and Cameroon were alsa rated for the first time earlier. 


“Through this project, UNDP intends to support.countries in 
their efforts to mobilize resources from private capita! markets, 
which are required to secure accelerated rates of economic 
growth and reduce poverty," said UNDP associate administrator 
Zphirin Diabr. 


Sovereign credit ratings place countries on the investor map 
and allow them access to international capital markets. 


"We hope that better access to financing would help Benin 
and other developing countries tackle a broad range of poverty 
alleviation issues and provide an incentive to achieve the 
Millennium Development Goals,” Diabre said. 


Among the eight Millennium Development Goals, which UN 
member states committed themselves to in 2000, is the reduction 
of extreme poverty by 2015. 


Benin, a West African country of 6.6 million people with a 
debt the World Bank estimated at $840 million for 2001, received 
a 'B+ long-term ‘and 'B' short-term sovereign credit rating, with 
a ‘stable’ outlook. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


BOTSWANA 


a. UN flays deportation of asylum seekers: 
The United Nations refugee agency , Dec 24, flayed 
the deportation of eight Namibian asylum seekers. 


The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) also 
called Botswana’s action a violation of the policy, which 
prohibits the forced return of asyium-seekers to areas where 
they could face danger—a cornerstone of international refugee 
protection. The Namibians in question could be charged with 
high treason. 
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The agency said it was neither given a chance to look into 


the cases nor advised of the deportations. "We cannot accept 


that these asylum-seekers were deported without a chance to 
explain their case," said UNHCR's representative in Botswana, 
Benny Otim. 


After seeking asylum, the eight were removed from a 
detention centre for illegal immigrants in Francistown on 
December 10. The authorities said they lost their claim to asylum 
after allegedly going back to visit Namibia while seeking asylum 
in Botswana. Human rights groups agree that some of the men 
had gone back but stress that they were forced to flee again 
because of rising tensions in northeastern Namibia’s Caprivi 
Strip. According to these groups, the men were reportedly seen 
on December 15 shackled and under heavy guard at a local 
court in a Caprivi Strip. l 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg} 


BURUNDI 


a. Pope’s ambassador dies following am- 
bush: Monsignor Michael Courtney, the Apostolic 
Nuncio in Burundi, died, Dec 29, at Price Louis 
Rwagasore hospital in the capital, Bujumbura, of 
gunshot wounds sustained during a road ambush, 
the Roman Catholic Church's information service 
reported. 


Courtney was wounded in Minago, 50 km south of Bujum- 
bura, in the southern province of Bururi, in circumstances that 
remained unclear. Courtney was reportedly hit by three bullets 
- one to the head, one to the shoulder and one to a limb - and 
never regained consciousness. 


A priest travelling with Courtney reportedly sustained a minor 
injury, while the driver and another passenger were unharmed. 
The bullets also hit the wheels of the car, which subsequently 
made it to the capital with difficulty. 


Earlier, four people including a child died in another ambush 
at Gihanga, about 15 km from Bujumbura, on the road 
connecting the capital to the northwestern province of Cibitoke. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


CAMEROON 


a. RSF condemns closure of TV, radio 
stations: Reporters Without Borders (RSF) has 
condemned a crackdown on the media in the 
run-up to the 2004 presidential elections as the 
authorities ordered about a dozen independent 
television and radio stations to shut down, it was 
reported, Dec 31. 


“Cameroon is on its way to becoming one of the most 
repressive countries in central Africa as far as freedom of 
expression is concerned,” said RSF secretary-general Robert 
Minard. "We fear that the situation could deteriorate further still 
as the presidential elections approach," he added. 
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About a dozen independent television and radio stations have 
received orders to close by midnight on Décember 31 at the 
latest. The affected stations said that communications ministry 
representatives told them they did not have "official permission 
to operate." 


The authorities added that the broadcast media sector is "too 
sensitive not to be controlled,” in an apparent reference to the 
notorious Radio Milles Collines that incited genocide in Rwanda 
in 1994, 


At least five radio and two television stations in the Bamenda 
region (the principal city of North West province) were given 
orders to close. These included Radio Abakwa, Redemption 
Radio, Che Radio and Republican Television Network as well as 
the BBC. 


In Bafoussam (the principal city of West province), Batcham 
FM and Radio Star were also told to cease broadcasting and 
Tankou University Radio was ordered not to "attempt to open." 
Radio Yemba and Radio Site Art, in Dschang and Bafang (West 
province), were told to shut down by January 1, 2004 at the 
latest. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


CHAD 


a. Rebel faction in north rejects peace deal: 
Hardliners in a rebel movement that has been 
fighting the government of President Idriss Deby in 
northern Chad have disassociated themselves from 
a peace accord signed by moderates. 


The hardline wing of the Movement for Democracy and 
Justice in Chad (MDJT) said in statement, Dec 15, that it did not 
recognise the peace agreement signed by Adoum Togoi Abbo 
of the MDJT's moderate wing in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, 
Dec 14. 


Togo! Abbo, who negotiated the deal in secret, had “no 
legitimacy to represent the movement.” 


The hardliners said in a separate statement that they had 
killed 30 government troops in a clash in the Tibesti mountains 
near the oasis of Wour, Dec 14, as the peace agreement was 
being signed. Togoi Abbo, who had been exiled in Burkina Faso 
since 2000, and Chad's security minister Abderamane Moussa 
signed the latest peace agreement, 23 months after the collapse 
of a previous deal negotiated in Libya. 


The new peace accord provides for an immediate ceasefire, 
the conversion of the MDJT into a legal politica! party with several 
ministers in government and the integration of MDJT fighters 
‘into the government army. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


COMORO ISLANDS 


a. Reconciliation accord signed: Comoran 
leaders signed a break-through agreement at the 
weekend clearing the way for legislative elections 
in April, news reports said, Dec 22. 
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The deal was facilitated by South African President Thabo 


Mbeki, who fed an African Union (AU) delegation to the troubled 
` Indian Ocean archipelago. 


The agreement, signed, Dec 20, regulates the powers of the 
main Union government and the three semi-autonomous islands. 


it sets up a customs authority, including international experts 
to solve disputes over collection and ensure fair distribution of 
revenues, and gives control of the local police to the island 
authorities, while the army will be under the command of the 
federal government. 


The accord also provides for the deployment of civilian and 
military observers from the AU in the period leading up to the 
legislative elections. 


Mbeki's AU delegation included South African minister 
Nkosazana Dlamini Zuma, and representatives from Malagasy, 
Tanzania, Mauritius and Mozambique. The agreement was 
witnessed by the prime ministers of Mauritius, Malagasy, as well 
as a representative of the former colonial power, France, the 
head of the organisation of French-speaking countries, and the 
UN secretary-general’s special envoy. 


Elections for the Union president and the presidents of the 
islands have already been held as part of a February 2001 
agreement brokered by the AU - then called the Organisation 
of African Unity - to end secessionist agitation. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Newspaper editor arrested in Kinshasa: 
Cyrille Kileba Pok-a-Mes, editor of the Kinshasa- 
based twice-weekly newspaper The Post, was 
arrested, Dec 19. 


The military auditor-general sent an inspector with a 
summons to pick up the journalist. Kileba was detained from 
noon to 3:00 p.m. 


Kileba was brought to the office of thé military auditor-gen- 
eral, where he gave a statement to Lieutenant Yves Jean-Bosco 
Tumbuka, a military judge. He was interrogated about an article 
published in November 11 edition of The Post entitled, “Mireille, 
the girl behind the crime. . ." 


The article, which also carried a picture of a Congolese 
fashion model, dealt with a murder case involving Colonel 
Charles Alamba Mungako, former military prosecutor of the 
since-closed Court of Military Order. 


Alamba was arrested one month ago. The Post wrote: " Here 
is the girl, the famous Mireille, believed to be the mistress of 
Colonel Charles Alamba Mungako, whose passion allegedly led 
him to commit this act of vengeance. 


According to sources, Mireille, who is of mixed race, 1.70 
metres tall, aged 18, and a Miss Kinshasa contestant in 2002, 
left the capita! hastily in the days following the murder of Stve 
Nyembo, director of the DGI’s human resources department. 
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Nyembo was assassinated, September 29 and his body 
was burned by his executioners". The newspaper added that, 
"Nyembo's murder is believed to be a crime of passion. . .". 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1191:b] 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Horn anti-terror axis formed: The leaders 
of Ethiopia, Sudan and Yemen formed an anti-terror 
axis, Dec 29, in the fight against extremists 
operating in the Horn of Africa. 


Ethiopia's Prime Minister Meles Zenawi announced the pact 
as the three countries attempt to shed their image as a haven 
for Islamic militants. 


They will share information and experience in fighting 
terrorists in a bid to boost efforts to hunt down suspected 
Al-Qaeda members or supporters in the Horn, the leaders said. 
Meles said security forces and intelligence services had worked 
together to foil terrorists planning potential attacks. 


“Our cooperation has focused on exchange of information 
with regard to terrorists operating in either one of these three 


countries or in the region as a whole," Meles told a cress © 


conference in Addis Ababa. 


“This is progressing very well," he added. His comments 
came as the three countries signed a tripartite treaty focused on 
boosting economic, political and security cooperation. 


Sudanese President Omar Hasan al-Bashir and his Yemeni 
counterpart Ali Abdallah Saleh were in the Ethiopian capital for 
the day-long summit. The nations agreed to set up the new pact 
in the Yemeni capital Sanaa in October 2003. 


b. 56 arrested after ethnic killings: Police have 
arrested 56 people after fighting erupted in western 
Ethiopia recently, leaving at least 30 people dead, 
officials said. 


' Those seized are being held in connection with fighting which 
broke out in Gambella town after seven people - including a 
policeman - were shot dead in a Red Cross vehicle. Ethiopia's 
minister of state for federal affairs Gebreab Barnabas said 
“anti-peace forces" were to blame for the killings but did not 
name any specific group. 


“The cold-blooded killings aimed at specific groups, non-in- 
digenous groups to begin with, followed by indigenous ones, is 
hopelessly aimed at putting a wedge between brotherly commu- 
nities," he said in a statement. ` 


Several incidents were reported, including the lobbing of a 
handgrenade into a compound shared by UNHCR and its 
government partner, the Administration for Refugee and Re- 
turnee Affairs, at Fugnido camp, 100 km from Gambella. The 


camp houses more than 28,000 of the region's 85,000 mostly. 


Sudanese refugees. 


Although the situation still remains, tense signs of normality 
are said to be returning to the town. Workers of the International 
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Committee of the Red Cross have travelled to Gambella to offer 
medical support as the local hospital is overwhelmed with 
casualties. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 


GAMBIA 


a. National Assembly majority leader arrested 
again: The embattled majority leader in the National 
Assembly was rearrested by the police, Dec 27, 
while on his way from Jarra Karantaba. 


Baba Jobe, who is still facing trial over economic crimes, 
was intercepted around Sibanor two days after trigger-happy 
gunmen attacked the lawyer in his defence case in the High 
Court. Baba Jobe was taken in for questioning over the shooting, 
Dec 25, of lawyer Ousman Sillah who is leading the defence 
team in the ongoing Babagate trial. 


Police intelligence report made pointed reference to a 
meeting held at Jobe’s residence in Kotu on Christmas Day 
(December 25), purportedly attended by his supporters and 
sympathisers. 


The police wanted to know why the meeting was called, 
who attended it and what were discussed just hours before 
Sillah's attackers shot him repeatedly on the head and abdomen 
while he was parking his car. 


information minister arrested: Reliable sources say Gam- 
bia’s information Ministet Yankuba Touray has been arrested. 


Touray was arrested shortly after his plane landed at Banjul ~ 
International Airport , Dec 16, as he returned from an official trip 
to Switzerland. Shortly after his arrest, an announcement over 
Gambia Radio and Television Services said Touray had been 
relieved of his position as information minister, 


Touray, a former lieutenant in the Gambian army, was one 
of President Yahya Jammeh’s co-coupists in the military council 
that overthrew Sir Dawda Jawara in July 1994. He was one of 
the two original members of that council still in government. In 
addition to his portfolio as information minister, Yankuba Touray 
was the ruling APRC’s National Mobiliser and one of Jammeh’s 
closest confidants. 


Touray’s arrest comes in the wake of a wave of arrests of 
senior government officials, civil servants and businessmen in 
the last six to seven weeks. 


in early November, Baba Jobe, leader of the ruling party's 
youth wing and majority leader in the National Assembly who 
was considered the second most powerful individual in the 
country, was arrested and charged with fraud. 


He is currently on trial over a bounced check for over twenty 
million dalasis he paid to the Gambia Ports Authority. Arrested 
and charged along with Jobe was Baba Kanteh, the manager 
of Jobe's company, the Youth Development Enterprise. 


l (SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Gambia, page 1228:a] 
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GUINEA 


a. Guinean soldiers released as election 
draws near: Dozens of Guinean soldiers and 
gendarmes detained secretly by the government at 
the end of November were released, Dec 16, 
sources close to the military said. 


The government, which offered no comment at the time of 
the arrests, was equally silent about their release. 


The sources were unable. to give precise figures for the — 


number of military personne! arrested in the run-up to a 
controversial presidential election on December 21, which has 
been boycotted by ail the mainstream opposition parties. 


Nor-were they able to say exactly how many detainees had 
been freed as President Lansana Conte, facing only one almost 
unheard of challenger, awaits the ballot which is expected to 
give him a further seven years in power. 


One of those definitely released was Lieutenant Alpha Usman 
Diallo, a son of the former speaker of parliament, Bubacar Biro 
Diallo. His wife said that he had returned home and was in good 
health. 


The Canada-based internet news service Guineenews re- 
ported that Commander Aly Camara, the second-in-command 
of the presidential guard, had also been released. 


The wave of arrests of military personnel across the country 
began -in the last week of November. It followed remarks by 
Conte hinting at a possible coup attempt. Speaking at a 
ceremony marking the army day in November Conte said that 
leaflets were already in circulation calling for a military president. 


A widespread deoate has started in Conakry over the 
rationale behind the releases which are expected to ease tension 
in the country during the run-up to polling day. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Guinea, page 1217:a] 


KENYA 


a. MoU on trade signed with Uganda: The 
Uganda Export Promotion Board (UEPB) has 
signed a memorandum of understanding with the 
Export Promotion Council of Kenya, it was re- 
ported, Dec 31. 


According to a statement, the agreement is geared at 
increasing collaboration between the two countries and utilise 
changes taking place as a result of regional integration. 


"The agreement underscores the importance of a regional 
approach in trade promotional matters in the spirit of the East 
African Community (EAC) and puts emphasis on encouraging 
private sector cooperation in the manufacturing export sector," 
said the statement. The implementation of the agreement has 
already begun and both parties have agreed on an East African 
approach in seeking donor support for export development 
projects. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
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LIBYA 


a. Top official meets UN N-inspectors, 
pledges to abandon WMD: Libya, Dec 20, told UN 
nuclear inspectors that it was abandoning efforts 
to build an atomic bomb and other banned weapons. 


As the United States and Britain promised rewards, Tripoli 
acted swiftly to prove its commitment to the world at large. 


A top Libyan official met the head of the U.N. nuclear 
watchdog to discuss its proposals to eliminate weapons of mass 
destruction. Almost 15 years to the day since his agents brought 
down a PanAm airliner over Lockerbie, Scotland, and eight 
months after U.S. and British troops toppled Saddam Hussein 
on suspicion of developing banned weapons, Libyan leader 
Moammar Gaddafi opened the prospect of an end to sanctions 
and a return of U.S. oil firms. 


The head of the international Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), 
Mohamed ElBaradei, met a senior Libyan official, Dec 20, for a 
hastily-arranged meeting in Vienna. 


"Dr ElBaradei met Libya's secretary of the National Board 
of Scientific Research to discuss the Libyan government's desire 
to eliminate its weapons of mass destruction programme,” IAEA 
spokesman Mark Gwozdecky said. l 


(See Analysis | and Il pages 1247, 1248) 


Libya said, Dec 19, it was ready to accept strict IAEA nuclear 
safeguards. Western, diplomats said that. prior to the Libyan 
announcement, the IAEA had been growing increasingly con- 
cerned about signs Tripoli wanted to develop atomic arms. 


IAEA satisfied: Libya's nuclear programme has been 
dismantled, International Atomic Energy Agency chief Mohamed 
ElBaradei said, Dec 29. 


ElBaradei, who completed a tour of four previously undis- 
closed sites in Tripoli, said it was a revelation to learn how Libya 
bought nuclear materials for its programme through the black 
market. 


"The programme is very much at an early stage of 
development, where it is right now ... quite dismantled in fact. 
It's all in boxes," ElBaradei said. 


“They were far away from having an industrial-scale 
enrichment capability." An aide to Libyan leader Moammar 
Gaddafi said ElBaradei also met Gaddafi for about 30 minutes, 
Dec 29. He did not characterize the discussion or give any 
details. Inspectors from the nuclear watchdog agency first visited 
the sites to begin their assessment of Libya’s recently declared 
nuclear weapons ‘programme. 


An aide of ElBaradei said inspectors spent about three hours 
doing initial inspections of four sites around Tripoli. More detailed 
inspections are scheduled to follow in coming days. ElBaradei 
indicated that his “gut feeling” was Libya was about three to 
seven years away from being able to produce a nuclear weapon. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Libya, page 1219:a] 
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MALAGASY 


a. Former Prime Minister sentenced to hard 
labour: Former Prime Minister Tantely Andri- 
anarivo has been sentenced io 12 years hard labour 
and fined US $7 million for abuse of office, news 
reports said, Dec 29. 


Andrianarivo’s lawyers condemned the severity of the 
sentence and said they would appeal to the supreme court. 


. Andrianarivo led the government of former President Didier 
Ratsiraka who fled the country in 2002. Andrianarivo was 
convicted of illegally withdrawing over US $7 million from 
government coffers and endangering state security. He had been 
in detention for more than a year and earlier was transferred to 
a hospital after suffering from exhaustion. 


Meanwhile the government denied an accusation by Amnesty 
International that Andrianarivo’s prosecution had been marred 
by irregularities, with his lawyers not given enough time to 
prepare a proper defence. 


Former President sentenced to five years in absentia: 
The authorities remained tight-lipped, Dec 17, over whether the 
government would seek to extradite Didier Ratsiraka from France 
after a court had sentenced the former President to five years 
in prison for his role in the political crisis in 2002. 


Ratsiraka, who fled the country at the height of the political - 


upheaval, did not appear in court hearing, Dec 15. 


"At the moment we are not in a position to state if we are 
going to request Ratsiraka's extradition or not, but some people 
would like to see him return, so that he can answer the charges 
levelled at him. This sentence shows people that the government 
is committed to justice, and that justice applies to everyone, 
irrespective of their position,” presidential spokesman, Raymond 
Ramandimbilahatra, said. 


He confirmed that in August President Marc Ravalomanana 
turned down a request from the former ruler to return to the 
country. The five-year sentence was handed down as a result 
of Ratsiraka's attempt to get five of the country’s six provinces 
to secede during the 2002 political troubles. Two of Ratsiraka’s 
former provincial governors were also sentenced to five years 
in prison at the hearing, Dec 15, while three other governors will 
have to serve three years each for their support of the attempted 
secession. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


MAURITANIA 


a. Former President released from prison: 
Former President Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidallah 
has -been released from prison after receiving a 
suspended prison sentence for plotting to overthrow 
ue current head of state, meee Ould Sid’Ahmed 

aya. 


‘The five-year d sentence, handed down by a 
criminal court in Nouakchott, Dec 28, leaves Ould Haidalia a free 
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man. But it effectively bars him from mounting a fresh challenge 
to Ould Taya through the ballot box. 


Ould Haidalla led a military government from “1980 to 1984, 
when he was overthrown by Ould Taya in a coup. The 63-year-old 
former army colonel tried to make a comeback by challenging 
Ould Taya in Mauritania’s November 7 ` presidential election. 
But he and 14 of his followers were arrested and charged with 
treason the day after Ould Taya was officially declared the 
winner. Lawyer Brahim Ould Ebety, who was part of the 
53-member defence team, said, Dec 29, that the sentence had 
automatically stripped Ould Haidalla of his civic rights. For the 
next five years, Ebety said, the former President would be barred 
from voting, holding public meetings and taking part in the 
political process. 


Opposition leaders have accused Ould Taya, who has ruled 
Mauritania with an iron hand for nearly 20 years, of rigging the 
elections and staging a political trial to remove Ould Haidalla 
from the scene. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
{Background Info. Mauritania, page 1207:a] 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Drug traffickers arrested: The Mozambi- 
can police recently arrested three people at 
Maputo international airport who were found to be 
carrying cocaine in their luggage, Noticias ře- 
ported, Dec 30. 


The police have not released the names of the three, merely 
saying that one of them is a Mozambican and the other two are 
foreigners. Ninety capsules containing cocaine were found, and 
Noticias carried a photo of the haul. 


The route followed by the traffickers was the same as used 
by others caught earlier this year. They travelled to Maputo from 
Brazil via Lisbon, and their final destination was South Africa. 


According to a police source cited by the paper, other police 
forces cooperated with the Mozambican authorities, alerting 
them to the presence of individuals carrying cocaine on board 
the flight. It is thought that the three are part of the same group 
as Singathawa Mandongana and Zelda Haas, two South African 
women arrested at the airport earlier in 2003, and found to be 
carrying cocaine in their stomachs. 


A key figure in this ring is believed to be Smart Isac, a 
Tanzanian travelling on a South African passport, who was 
arrested at Johannesburg airport earlier in December. 


b. Judge attacks media: The presiding judge 
of the Sofala provincial court, Osvalda Joana, has 
accused some in the Mozambican media - whom 
she did not name—of protecting criminals. 


Cited in the issue of Noticias, Dec 29, the judge claimed: 
“it's enough for someone who is economically or politically well 
placed to be detained for the media to start making a noise that 
is prejudicial to justice. And so we ask: to whom do these media 
belong ?" | 
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She mentioned none of the media by name and no specific 
case. "We have great difficulties in operating”, she complained, 
“and the media suffocate us still further with this situation. Under 
these circumstances the media have been contributing nega- 
tively to the proper administration of justice”. 


She claimed that it was this pressure from the media that 
led to cases being shelved. The judge, she claimed, thought 
"since | want peace, | shall shelve this case, and judge other 
ones that don't involve journalists, or politicians, or people who 
are rich”. 


It was always easier to put the poor on trial, she said, since 
"they don’t have anyone protecting them. But there are people 
who hide behind the media. They have adopted this system 
because they discovered that no judge will go to the media to 
discuss the matter. They want to use the media to clear their 
image. They lie to journalists, who then write it up, and stain our 
work and our image". 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


SOMALIA 


a. Over 60 killed as fighting resumes in 
central region: At least 60 people were killed and 
another 90 wounded in renewed fighting, Dec 16, 
in the northwest of Galgadud region, according to 
local sources in the regional capital, Dnusa-Mareb. 


The latest fighting broke out between the Darod subclan of 
the Marehan and the Dir subclan of Fiqi Muhumud, and was 
concentrated in and around the village of Herale, some 80 km 
northwest of Dhusa-Mareb, said Nur Mu'allim Dhere, a member 
of the Dir clan. In November Herale, which is populated by the 
Figi Mahumud, was also the scene of serious fighting between 
the two sides which left over 50 people dead. 


Nur said that in the latest clash, 18 fighters on his side had 
been killed and 29 wounded, while the other side suffercu 2 
deaths. Sources in Abud Waagq, 40 km west of the Herale, where 
the Marehan have taken their casualties, said that at least 30 
dead and 70 wounded had been brought in. 


According to sources from a neutral clan in the area, what 
started out as "revenge killings" had now flared up into a 
"full-fledged land war"." Basically, the Marehan want the Fiqi 
Muhumud out of the area, and until one group gives up, the 
fighting will probably continue," the sources said, adding that 
heavy weapons had been used in the fighting, Dec 16. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Mbeki in Harare to mend ties with 
Zimbabwe: South African Preisdent Thabo Mbeki 
atrived in Harare for talks with President Robert 
Mugabe on the country’s political and economic 
crisis. | 

Speaking on his arrival, Mbeki said the two nations shared 
common problems, it was reported, Dec 19. 
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The one-day visit came after Zimbabwe pulled out of the 
Commonwealth when member states decided to extend Zim- 
babwe’s suspension. “Our countries have shared common 
problems. As they shared the common problems of oppression, 
they share common problems today,” Mbeki said on arrival at 
Harare International Airport. 


“President Mugabe can assist us to confront the problems 
we have in South Africa so that we can assist you to solve the 
problems that face Zimbabwe." Presidential spokesman Bheki 
Khumalo said Mbeki had no plans to meet officials from 
Zimbabwe's opposition party, the Movement for Democratic 
Change (MDC). 


[Background Info. South Africa, page 1232:a] 


b. AIDS and insurance: In South Africa AIDS 
remains a challenge for the insurance industry and 
a sticky issue for the government, says a report, 
Dec 19. 


As the AIDS epidemic devastates South Africans, the rising 
costs of the disease are leading not only to higher insurance 
premiums and reduced benefits, but also to questions about how 
best to balance the economic viability of the insurance industry 
with the Government's desire to improve access to financial 
services and create a bigger private social safety net. 


In the early days of the epidemic in the United States, many 
American insurers offered dire predictions about the damage it 
would do to the insurance system that never came to pass, in 
large part because infection rates never reached the levels that 
were feared. in South Africa, however, the virus has spread 
much further. 


The country’s total population is only about one-sixth that of 
the US, but it is estimated to have more HIV-infected people—an 
estimated 5 million, making it the country with the largest number 
of people living with HIV or AIDS. 


The insurance industry, dominated by a few big companies, 
is having to adjust to a business climate in which 12 per cent 
of the total population, and 20 per cent of adults, are infected 
with a fatal, transmissible disease at a time when profit margins 
were already shrinking from intensifying competition. 


According to a study released in November by FinMark Trust, 
which does research on access to financial services in South 
Africa, only one person in six has medical insurance, and only 
one in five has ever had life insurance. Still in 2002, the impact 
of the disease has been felt increasingly even in the relatively 
affluent insured segment of the population. 


Improved access to life-prolonging anti-retroviral drugs could 
change the picture significantly, as it has in Europe and North 
America. A small but increasing number of companies, including 
major employers like AngloGold and De Beers, are already 
offering such treatment to their employees, and health insurance 
plans generally pay for the treatments for those lucky enough 
to have coverage. 
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But it is the rollout of the national treatment programme that 
was approved in November 1 by South Africa’s Cabinet that is 
expected to make the most difference. 


“Treatment is now being regarded as a cost-effective option," 
said Stephen Kramer, who is head of the HIV/AIDS research 
unit at Metropolitan Life, one of the first South African insurers 
to examine the AIDS issue aggressively. 


Still, it will be years before the anti-retroviral treatment 
programme's full effects are felt. In the meantime, AIDS remains 
a challenge for the insurance industry and a sticky issue for 
South Africa's Government, which wants to expand services 
without bankrupting employers or insurance companies. 


Researchers say that unless anti- retroviral treatment 
becomes widespread, the situation will only worsen. Many 
companies are shifting more of the cost burden to employees 
by moving from defined benefit to deiined contribution plans, 
while others are raiding pension plans. 


"The scary thing for employees is that it's forcing many of 
them to opt out of benefits because. they're becoming unaffoid- 
able," said Chris Barker, managing partner of the FutureForesight 
consulting firm. Insurers and employers say the shift happened 
more than a decade ago at the urging of labour unions, which 
wanted employees to reap any benefits from the investment of 
pension and life funds. 


Issuers of individual insurance policies are better able to 
protect themselves from HIV-related costs. Most major life 
insurers will issue a standard policy only to HIV-negative people, 
and an increasing number require follow-up tests to retain 
coverage. Although a few companies have started offering 
individual plans for HIV-positive peopie, they are expensive and 
highly restrictive. 


South African medical insurers are more heavily regulated 
and are not allowed to discriminate based on health status. But 
they often cap coverage, increase premiums or introduce 
mandatory waiting periods before coverage takes effect. 


Although employers generally have been slow to recognise 
the potential problems of AIDS, insurers began taking steps to 
protect themselves more than a decade ago. Besides the private 
life insurance plans that require HIV tests, some funeral plans, 
the most widely used type of insurance in South Africa, have 
added AIDS exclusion clauses to their policies. And health 
insurers put caps on AlDS-related care. 


Human rights campaigners make particular issue with the 
testing and the life insurance exclusion. They also point out that 
without life insurance, many people cannot qualify for home 
loans, and they are pushing Parliament to prohibit mandatory 
HIV testing for life insurance. 


In the long run, however. many insurers are.looking to the 
anti-retrovirals. With widespread treatment, experts say. AIDS 
should eventually be considered’a long-term chronic illness 
rather than a fatal disease. 


l (SOURCE: Mait & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. South Africa, page 1161:a} 


African Chronicle 


December 17—31, 2003 


SUDAN 


a. Police close Al-Jazeera network’s Khar- 
toum bureau: Reporters Without Borders (RSF) 
has condemned the Sudanese police’s closure of 
the Qatar-based satellite television news network 
Al-Jazeera’s Khartoum bureau. 


Police closed the local bureau and also detained bureau 
chief Islam Salih for three hours on Dec 18. 


"We call on the security services to authorise the immediate 
reopening of Al-Jazeera's Khartoum bureau and to stop 
censoring the TV network by preventing it from carrying news 
about Sudan," RSF secretary-general Robert Minard said. 


The authorities accused the Arabic-language network of 
broadcasting false information in a report about tuberculosis 
victims in Sudanese mines, an interview with members of the 
political opposition and a report from the province of Darfour. 


A day earlier, on December 17, the bureau was raided by 
police, who did not have a warrant. They confiscated transmis- 
sion equipment and three cameras on the pretext that no 
customs duties were paid when the equipment was brought into 
the country. 


The confiscation of the equipment was clearly motivated by 
the authorities’ displeasure over Al-Jazeera’s coverage of Sudan. 
Earlier, the authorities had threatened to raid the bureau if it did 
not immediately change the-tone of its coverage, especially with 
regard to the civil war in southern Sudan. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


UGANDA 


a. Army rescues 318 abductees: The army 
rescued 318 abductees in Kitgum, Pader and Lira 
districts in December. 


The spokesman, Lt. Chris Magezi, told The Monitor, Dec 
30, from Lira that the army’s renewed offensive has scaled 
down the Lord’s Resistance Army activities in Lango. 


“In November, rebels had intensified their vicious campaign 
especially after the death of Charles Tabuley and Caesar 
Acellam," he said. LRA’s Bernard Okello, an adjutant of Joseph 
Kony's Control Altar Brigade (the headquarters), said Acellam 
was killed on November 11 in a battle with the UPDF in Otuke 
hills in Lira. 


Okello surrendered to the UPDF 4th division on December 
9. The army announced early November that it had killed rebel 
commander Tabuley in Teso. The people of Lango, he said, 
generally had a calm and peaceful Christmas holiday. About 
10,000 militia fighters of Amuka Group in Lango have stepped 
up operations against the rebels. 


“The boys have done great work. LRA no longer has 
unimpeded access to soft targets [civilians]. What we are doing 
now is to carry out mop up operations in the area,” Magezi said. 
On Dec 29, he said, the 51 battalion battled a group of about 
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20 LRA fighters south of River Moroto in Lira district. Two rebels 
were killed and 90 rounds of ammunition captured. 


Amnesty to LRA ends: The amnesty to the Lord's 
Resistance Army rebels expired, Dec 31, but there was no sign 
the rebels were rushing to beat the deadline 


President Yoweri Museveni has repeatedly said he will not 
extend the amnesty beyond the December 31, 2003 deadline. 
But the chairman of the Uganda Amnesty Commission, Justice 
Peter Onega, whose office expires on January 17, 2004, is asking 
the government to extend the commission, in a bid to reinforce 
efforts to end the northern rebellion. . 


Earlier, Museveni said he would issue. an international 
warrant of arrest for LRA chief Joseph Kony and his cohorts who 
have fought the government for 17 years. He said those who 
have been misled by Kony would be forgiven. 


Elders and religious leaders in the north have also asked the 


government to extend the commission’s term. However, defence ` 


minister Amama Mbabazi said, Dec 28, his office had no links 
with the commission, which falls under the justice ministry. 


“The issue of the amnesty commission has not yet been 
brought to the cabinet," he said. The UPDF 4th division 
commander, Lt. Col. Owany Otema, said there was no need to 
extend the amnesty period to rebels who are not interested in 
it. 

“They are outlaws or just hardcore criminals who are not 
interested in living a normal life. The only way out is to kill one 
by one," Otema said as he praised the army for fighting the 
rebels. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Uganda, page 1233:c] 


ZAMBIA 


a. Death sentences for 44 coup plotters 
upheld: The Supreme Court, Dec 18, upheld the 
death sentences for 44 men, including masterminds 
Stephen Lungu alias Captain Solo and Jackson 
Chiti, accused in the 1997 failed coup. 


The court, however, acquitted 10 soldiers after their appeal 
against conviction by the lower court was allowed. The anxious 
relatives who could not hide their emotions wailed in the court 
after the judgment. 


Capt "Solo" put a brave posture and raised a hand in triumph. 


While inside the court room, one of the condemned soldiers 
out of anger grabbed a police officer and punched him as he 
was being led away to a waiting truck outside before other officers 
separated them. 


_ Those acquitted were Teddy Phiri, Mufungwa Nasilele, Dilax 
Malufya, Langford Lukwesa, Gift Chisha, Isaac Munthali, Peter 
Chanda, Francis Konkola, Kandembe Nyundu and Kennedy 
Kaleyi. 
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Chief Justice Ernest Sakala sitting with Justices David 
Lewanika, Dennis Chirwa, irene Mambilima and Peter Chitengi 
said the appeal by the 44 soldiers was dismissed. 


b. Zambia signs MoU with Africare: Zambia 
has signed a memorandum of understanding with 
Africare to allow the non-governmental organisation 
further its charity work in Zambia. 


Finance minister Ng’andu Magande who signed for Zambia 
commended Africare for. the support it had so far rendered to 
the country since its inception. 


Magande said even though Africare’s office was only opened 
in 1981, Zambia's relations with the NGO dated as far back as 
1978 and had continued to assist the country in numerous ways. 
He said the NGO had continued to support farmers in Zambia 
in their efforts to produce, process and market more food. 


Africare had also joined in the fight against HIV/AIDS and 
had rendered humanitarian aid to displaced people during and 
after conflicts. Mr Magande said he was encouraged and 
satisfied that Africare had placed most of its offices in key areas 
of assistance such as in Luapula, Southern, Northern and 
Western provinces of Zambia. ` 


He said poverty exists in rural‘areas and government would 
support Africare’s vision to expand its activities in all the 
provinces of Zambia to assist in addressing poverty. The minister 
encouraged the donors to continue supporting activities by 
Africare by increasing its allocations to broaden its interventions 
in taking care of the less privileged. `. 


Africare country representative in Zambia Ruth Mufute said 
the renewed cooperation demonstrated’ Government's commit- 
ment to addressing poverty in the country. Ms Mufute said her 
organisation had implemented a number of projects that 
benefited communities in improving their ‘quality of life through 
various sectors. 


(SOURCE: Times of Zambia, Lusaka) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Mugabe calls for snapping of C’wealth- 
SADC ties: Relations between the Commonwealth 
and Southern Africa Development Community 
(SADC) countries coula sour following Zimbabwe's 


` withdrawal from the 54-member body, it was 


reported, Dec 22. 


Mugabe has called on SADC to follow him and cut its 
relations with the Commonwealth following reports of the SADC 
leaders rallying in full house behind him. 


The decision by the 54-member Commonwealth of Nations 
to uphold the suspension of Zimbabwe from all its councils taken 
at the recent Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in 
Abuja, Nigeria, saw Zimbabwe pulling out of the body and the 
Southern Africa Development Community (SADC) countries 
throwing their support behind Robert Mugabe and disagreeing 
with the decision to continue Zimbabwe's suspension. 
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The Prime Minister of Lesotho, Pakalitha Mosisili, who is also 
the chairperson of the SADC agency on Politics, Defence and 
Security Cooperation issued a statement on behalf of SADC 
member countries shortly after the decision to uphold the 
suspension of Zimbabwe from the Commonwealth was an- 
nounced. 


"We, the SADC members of the Commonwealth supported 
by some members of the Commonwealth, wish to voice our 
strong disagreement with the decision not to allow Zimbabwe 
back into the councils of the Commonwealth as reflected in 
the Abuja CHOGM statement on Zimbabwe," said the state- 
ment. 


Mosisili said SADC was concerned that the maiter of 
Zimbabwe's participation in the 54-member club was prejudged, 
considering the pronouncements mede by some member 
countries prior to-the finalization of the matter. 


{Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 1233:a] 


b. 400 farms taken over for re-allocation: At | 


least 200,000 hectares of land (about 400 farms) 
have so far been recovered by the Presidential Land 
implementation Committee from farm owners, it was 
reported, Dec 31. 


The land will soon be available for allocation to deserving 
people on the waiting list in the country’s administrative 
provinces, 


The chairman of the Presidential Land Implementation 
Committee John Nkomo who is also the minister of special 
affairs in the president's office said, Dec 30, although the 
team was still assessing the total hectarage so far recov- 
ered, a lot of land was available for people under the A1 
and A2 models. 


“We have made significant progress and the land recovered 
would now be available for distribution to deserving people. We 
have therefore tasked chiefs and locals in their respective areas 
to look at their waiting lists and allocate the land to the desarving 
people," said Nkomo. 


He said the chiefs were the overseers of the programme and 
were being urged to be transparent and strictly adhere to the 
laid down procedures. 


"We have not encountered any major resistance because it 
had been understood by all farmers that they should expect 
adjustments to their farms," the minister said. 


He said in some cases land was not demarcated and this 
differed from each province and the committee would correct the 
anomalies. 


[Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 1233:b] 


c. Minister calls on doctors, nurses to end 
strike: Health and child welfare minister David 
Parirenyatwa, Dec 21, appealed to striking doctors 
and nurses to return to work to avoid further loss 
of lives during the festive season. 


December 17—31, 2003 


The festive season and most holidays are usually marked 
by road accidents which result in deaths and injuries. Addressing 
journalists in Harare, Parirenyatwa urged striking junior and 
middle-level doctors and nurses to return to work while their 
employer, the Public Service Commission, looks into their 
grievances. 


"AS we are approaching the Christmas and New Year 
holidays, it would be disastrous not to have enough doctors and 
nurses to attend to patients as casualty cases such as road 
accidents are likely to increase,” said Parirenyatwa. 


He said the health professionals had presented their 
grievances to the joint negotiating council, which was still looking 
into them. 


"The ministry of health and child welfare has also held four 
meetings with striking doctors on the increase of allowances but 
negotiations are still ongoing," he said. 


Junior and middle-level doctors went on strike in October 
pressing for a salary increase. Nurses who also went on strike 
demanding a review of their salaries. 


[Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 1198:b] 


d. Anthrax and rabies epidemic: Five people 
and more than 60 cattle have died of anthrax and 
rabies in Masvingo since the outbreak of the 
diseasés in the province in November, ministry of 
health and child welfare officials said, Dec 23 


Two people and 50 cattle died of anthrax in Gutu, while 
another person and 10 cattle died of the disease in Chivi — 
since the end of November. Two people also died of rabies 
in Chivi. 

Masvingo provincial medical director Dr Tapiwa Magure said 
the outbreak of anthrax and rabies was a cause for concern. He 
said the ministry of health and child welfare was now working 
to contain the disease. He said anthrax was more rampant in 
Gutu, Chivi, Bikita and some parts of Masvingo district where 
mostly cattle had died. 


"Two people and about 50 cattle have died of anthrax in 
Gutu district while one person and 10 cattle also died of anthrax 
in Chivi district since the end of November 2003. 


"We believe more cattle might have died in other districts 
like Bikita and parts of Masvingo but we do not have the exact 
figures," said Dr Magure. 


He said his ministry had stepped up "active case findings" 
as part of efforts to curtail the spread of anthrax which might 
claim more lives during the festive season when more people 
will have the propensity to consume more beef. 


Active case findings involve the visit to homesteads by health 
officials to identify the disease. 


"We are working hand in hand with officials from the 
veterinary services department so that they vaccinate more cattle 
and we have already alerted them to intensify the vaccination 
process. 


(SOURCE: Independent, Harare) 
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Survival prompts Tripoli shift 


of mass destruction followed two decades of international 
isolation and some of the world's ‘most punishing economic 
sanctions. 


! ibya’s stunning decision, Dec 19, to surrender its weapons 


In the end, Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi was under so 
much pressure that he was forced to seek an end to the economic 
and political isolation threatening his government and his own 
survival, according to US and British officials and outside experts. 


The turning point in Gaddafis undoing may have been the 
US intelligence investigation that eventually tracked a tiny piece 
of the bomb that blew up PanAm Flight 103 over Lockerbie, 
Scotland, killing 270 people, back to two Libyan intelligence 
agents, US and British officials say. 


The evidence mobilised the world and produced an interna- 
tional effort that may now peacefully disarm Libya. 


"What forced Gaddafi to act was a combination of things—UN 
sanctions after the Lockerbie bombing, his international isolation 
after the Soviet Union's collapse... and internal economic 
problems that led to domestic unrest by Islamists and forces 
within the military,” said Ray Takeyh, a Libya expert at the 
National Defence University. 


Whether by coincidence or fear that Libya might be targeted, 
Gaddafi's envoys approached Britain on the eve of the Iraq war 
to discuss a deal, US officials said. 


"The invasion of iraq sent a strong message to governments 
around the world that if the US feels threatened by weapons of 
mass destruction, we are prepared to act against regimes not 
prepared to change their behaviour,” said a senior state 
department official who requested anonymity. 


In a strange reversal of status, Libya is now being touted by 
the US and Britain as the new example of how to succeed in 
ridding a nation of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons and 
long-range missiles. 


It provides the model, they said, for how to move forward 
with iran, North Korea, Syria and others. 


“Leaders who abandon the pursuit of chemical, biological 
and nuclear weapons and the means to deliver them will find an 
open path to better relations with the US and other free nations," 
President Bush said in his surprise announcement. 


"When leaders make the wise and responsible choice, when 
they .renounce terror and. weapons of mass destruction, as 
Gaddafi has now done, they serve the interest of their own 
people, and they add to the security of all nations." 


P Reflecting the dramatic shift, Gaddafi, in a statement carried 
i by the official Jana news agency, said Libya's "wise decision" 


showed his country "plays an international role in building a world 
free of weapons of mass destruction and all sorts of terrorism." 


Another senior official in Libya went as far as to demand 
that all countries in West Asia and Africa eliminate equipment, 
products and programmes invoived in producing weapons of 
mass destruction. Although the US has exerted the maximum 
pressure and imposed the most punitive actions against Libya, 
Britain took the lead in the initia! negotiations. 


The two nations divided the roles of good cop and bad cop, 
US and British officials said. All the negotiations were in London 
and involved a Libyan diplomat in Europe and Libyan intelligence 
agents. 


Despite Libya's long history of prevarication and procrasti- 
nation, Tripoli has provided so much access to facilities and so 
much specific data on its programmes that Bush and Blair agreed 
they had confidence that Gaddafi was sincere. 


"The Libyans were quite open. They provided access to 
facilities. They provided substantial documentation about their 
programmes. 


And we were able to take samples and photographs and 
other evidence," said a senior administration official in a White 
House briefing after Bush's announcement. 


A British official added: "Libya's admission of its activities is 
of clear political significance and encourages confidence.” 


For all the Bush administration’s focus on deadly arms, 
however, the US may have missed an opportunity to act earlier 
because of its preoccupation with Afghanistan and then Iraq, 
said US officials familiar with earlier overtures. 


“Within months after September 11, we had the Libyans, the 
Syrians and the Iranians all coming to us saying: ‘What can we 
do [to better reiations}?’ We didn’t really engage any of them, 
because we decided to do Iraq. 


We really squandered two years of capital that will make 
it harder to apply this model to the hard cases like Iran and 
Syria," said Flynt Leverett, a former Bush administration 
Natio, al Security Council staff member now at the Brookings 
Institution. 


The Clinton administration tried a similar strategy—offering 
Libya’s needy government a diplomatic carrot if it agreed to 
accept responsibility for the 1988 bombing of PanAm Flight 103. 
Gaddafi did turn over the two intelligence agents, after lengthy 
negotiations, for a trial under Scottish law at The Hague, where 
one Libyan was convicted and one acquitted in 2001. 


—Robin Wright and Glenn Kessler in Los Angeles Times and 
Washington Post reproduced in Telegraph, Calcutta, Dec 21, 2003) 
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A blow to French clout 


Libya's decision to renounce Weapons of Mass Destruc- 
tion (WMD) has highlighted French discomfort at being kept 
‘out of negotiations by Britain and the United States in 
matters that are of strategic importance and deep concern 
to France. 


it has aiso underlined a certain lack of cohesion and 
communication within the French government with Ministers of 
Defence and Foreign Affairs issuing contradictory statements 
about whether gr not France was kept in the loop by Britain and 
America. The French Defence Minister, Michele ‘Alliot-Marie, 
said that France had been kept "perfectly informed of the 
negotiations" as a result of which Libya announced its decision 
to submit to weapons inspections and dismantle its WMD 
programmme. 


The French Foreign Minister, Dorninique de Villepin, in direct 
contradiction said on Dec 22: "There is on the one hand 
extremely close and fertile cooperation between France, Britain 
and the United States and numerous members of the interna- 
tional community on the evaluation of threats from both terrorism 
and proliferation. We must distinguish this from the negotiation 
itself of which we were not informed." 


France is now trying to put a brave face on this nth slap in 
the face from the Anglo-American duo. de Villepin described the 
negotiations as a “success for the entire international commu- 
nity”. This is further proof, he said, that diplomacy and political 
initiatives were capable of bearing fruit. 


He said France had advocated a similar approach towards 
lran and obtained results. But the fact of the matter is that the 
announcement by the British Prime Minister, Tony Blair, and the 
U.S. President, George W Bush, that Libya had, after nine 
months of secret negotiations, agreed to renounce its quest for 
chemical, biological and nuclear weapons caught the French 
Government off guard. 


"These talks were secret, as the three countries involved 
have said, and France, along with everybody else, was not 
informed," the French President, Jacques Chirac’s spokes- 
woman, Catherine Colonna, said. On Dec 22, French newspa- 


pers were chewing over what France being shut out signified 
and grudgingly admitted that Saddam Husseins downfall had 
calmed the ardour of certain "rogue states" to acquire weapons 
of mass destruction. 


"The fall of Saddam Hussein probably counted in Gaddafi’s 
about-face," the influential daily Le Monde said in an editorial, 
but added that the diplomatic breakthrough showed that "more 
than ever, the danger posed by Saddam Hussein did not justify 
a unilateral war without UN backing". 


It said the weakening of rogue states was being matched 
by a rise in militant Islamic fundamentalism even as "a 
widening and destructive gap" was opening between Europe 
and the US. Journalists did not fail to point out that France 
had singularly failed to force Tripoli to honour commitments 
over the payment of compensation to families of 170 persons 
killed in a terrorist attack on a French jetliner in 1989. In 
comparison, they said, Washington and London had obliged 
Libya to pay $2.7 billion to the families of those who died in 
a similar attack on a PanAm jet in 1988. Libyan agents were 
behind both attacks. 


France has long considered Libya to be part of its own North 
African backyard and this latest development has dealt a serious 
blow to French clout and credibility on the African continent. 
Political observers said that a number of recent developments— 
the exclusion of anti-war countries from Iraa’s reconstruction 
programme, a costly and contentious lawsuit over a French 
bank's illegal purchase of US insurer Executive Life, the decision 
to put off an announcement on whether to build an international! 
nuclear fusion reactor in France or Japan—are clear proof that 
.Washington is seeking to punish Paris wherever and whenever 
it can. 


"Within the American administration there are some who 
intend to pursue a deliberate strategy ‘of isolating France 
because of what happened during the Iraq crisis," said Pierre 
Lellouche, a specialist in geo strategy and an MP from Chirac’s 
ruling UMP party. 

—Vaiju Naravane in Hindu, Madras, Dec 2, 2003. 
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